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S o m e U n c o m m o n O r c h i d
A l i m e n t s

by I.D. James

Not Infrequently one comes upon an orchid collection where the plants
are not thriving, notwithstanding the apparent absence of any of the
common growth limiting factors.

If your plants are growing better than those In most other collections do
not let anyone persuade you to change any aspect of your culture — follow
the sporting maxim of never changing a winning game. Do not read any
further. However If your collection Is one of those described In the first
paragraph It may be worthwhile considering what follows. It Is mainly a
checKllst of some toxic substances growers may unwittingly allow to be
Introduced by air, water or compost. Orchid plants, grown as they usually
are In relatively Inert composts and Inside enclosed structures, are captive
subjects. They are more likely to be poisoned by their owner than the plants
growing In soil In his garden.

W A T E R
Many of the problems here are

associated with at tempts to store
w a t e r . W a t e r I s b e s t ( b u t n o t
cheaply) stored in plastic tanks or
containers with plastic liners. Plain
I r o n t a n k s a r e p r o b a b l y s a f e .
G a l v a n i s e d t a n k s a r e b a d n e w s .
They can be coated Inside with a
bituminous paint but you are taking
a risk. Concrete tanks may be safe
b u t c a n a l s o b e g i v e n t h e
b i t u m i n o u s t r e a t m e n t . W o o d e n
wine barre ls should be safe . Do not
use copper conta iners . A l l water
t a n k s s h o u l d b e c o v e r e d . A v o i d
spraying water on leaves of plants
u n t i l w a t e r q u a l i t y c a n b e
eliminated as a possible cause of
health problems.

Z i n c I s a t r a c e e l e m e n t e s s e n t i a l
for plant growth but Is very toxic If
p r e s e n t I n o t h e r t h a n m i n u t e
a m o u n t s . I t w i l l b e I n t r o d u c e d I n t o
the water supply If this Is via new
galvanised pipes, a galvanised Iron
roof or a galvanised iron tank. We
h a v e s e e n s e v e r a l c a s e s o f z i n c
tox ic i ty over the years, the most
recent one being experienced by a
c o m m e r c i a l g r o w e r w h o h a d
excessive zinc levels (as shown by
l e a f a n a l y s i s ) f o l l o w i n g t h e

Installation of a new deep well bore
and galvanised p ip ing. In severe
cases leaves will be pale or straw
coloured even under heavy shade
and plants will not grow well. If you
have a mild zinc problem you cannot
otherwise correct, try and keep the
w a t e r o f f t h e l e a v e s a s f a r a s
possible. The addition of Iron
chelate to the water Is said to help.

Lead. The wr i ter had trouble when
he applied (stupidly) a lead paint
shading to a glasshouse from which
r a i n w a t e r w a s c o l l e c t e d . T h e o l d e r
cymbldlum leaves turned a br ight
orange before they died. As a result
o f t he reduc t i on o f t he use o f l ead
paints this problem should not be
encountered. However any shading
compound used on a surface from
w h i c h w a t e r i s c o l l e c t e d s h o u l d b e
treated with suspicion until proved
o r k n o w n t o b e s a f e .

Copper. Damage to Cymbldlums
believed to be associated with high
leaf copper levels has been reported
I n N e w Z e a l a n d . T h i s f o l l o w e d t h e
con t inuous app l i ca t ion o f copper
s p r a y s .

Treated Timber. Water dripping
f r o m t r e a t e d t i m b e r m a y r e t a r d
g rowth . P lan ts sub jec ted to th i s

3 4



seem pa r t i cu la r l y suscep t i b l e t o
subsequen t i n fec t i on by d i sease
organisms. The problem is iargely
confined to plants in the open and
exposed to rainwater. We know of
o n e g r o w e r w h o i o s t m a n y
cymbidiums and who observed that
those piants infected were located
in the nursery along evenly spaced
para l le l l i nes . In fac t they were
under the drip from newiy erected
t r e a t e d r a d i a t a p i n e b e a m s
s u p p o r t i n g s h a d e c i o t h . O d d l y
e n o u g h w e h a v e s e e n v a r i o u s
orchids growing reasonably well in
c o n t a i n e r s m a d e w i t h t r e a t e d

N t i m b e r .
Nutrients. Use only a formula or

commercial product recommended
b y q u a l i fi e d p e o p l e . U s e w i t h
c a u t i o n u n t r i e d p r o p r i e t a r y
fertilisers containing unspecified
hormones or other organic growth
s u b s t a n c e s .

A I R
Pollutants in the atmosphere will

enter your greenhouse unseen and
are often the unsuspected cause of
orchid ai lments. Here are a few.

Eng ine Exhaus ts . The exhaus t
gases from both two stroke (never
use inside a glasshouse) and four
s t r o k e e n g i n e s c a n b e t o x i c t o
piants. We once saw, in a iarge
c o m m e r c i a l o r c h i d n u r s e r y i n
H a w a i i , a l o n g b l o c k o f p l a n t s
adjacent to the entrance driveway
visibly less healthy than the rest. It™ had only just been found that the

problem came from the exhausts of
the many cars using the driveway.

Creosote. Timber impregnated
wi th th i s and o ther ta r p roduc ts
should not be used in a glasshouse.
They give off volat i le substances
which can damage even plants not
in d i rect contact wi th the t imber.

Gas. A natural gas heater which
is not vented (ie with a flue taking
the combus t ion p roduc ts ou ts ide
the glasshouse) may cause damage
t o fl o w e r s w i t h s e p a l s , w h o l e
fl o w e r s a n d e v e n b u d s w i l t i

prematurely. See Roger Cooper's
article in the May—June 1978 issue
of "Orch ids in New Zea land. "
C O M P O S T S

Bear the following in mind if you
s u s p e c t y o u r t r o u b l e o r i g i n a t e s
h e r e .

Charcoal. We have had plants
damaged from charcoal made from
trea ted t imber. I t i s unders tood tha t
charcoai soid for use in barbeques
is usually made from untreated mill
slabs and that you would be unlucky
to experience this problem.

S a w d u s t . D o n o t u s e s a w d u s t
f r o m t r e a t e d t i m b e r . M a k e a f e w
enquiries before buying — do not
rely upon an advertisement offering
sawdus t as un t rea ted .

Fines. It has been our experience
that orchids (especially epiphytes)
wiil suik if the compost contains too
much very fine material. It Is not
necessarily a question of drainage
or of air or water retention. The root
tips will cease growth immediately
they come In con tac t w i th some
material whether under or on top of
the compost. Eliminate fine pumice
dust, dust from bark, peat moss and
from fern fibre.

Moss. Be careful where you
collect your sphagnum moss. If it
and surrounding vegetation is green
and growing ail will be well. In a dry
s u m m e r w h e n t h e m o s s o f t e n l o o k s
d e a d a n y w a y , t h e f a c t t h a t a
roadside (a popular collecting spot)
has been sprayed with weedki l ler
c o u l d b e o v e r l o o k e d .

W e w o u l d l i k e t o m e n t i o n o n e
f u r t h e r f a c t o r n o t o f t e n m e n t i o n e d
i n t h e l i t e r a t u r e a n d n o t r e l a t e d t o
air, water or compost, it concerns
individual clones which just do not
have the genetic make-up to grow
w e l l .

Anyone who raises orchids from
s e e d o r e v e n f r o m fl a s k s w i l l k n o w
that the individual seedlings often
range in vigour from those that grow
rapidly to those that never reach
maturity. This can be observed even
i n m e r i c i o n e s i n s o m e
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c i r c u m s t a n c e s , l e s s s o w i t h
Cymbidiums than with some other
genera. These 'runts' are hard to
identify when isolated from their
contemporaries. They are usually
recognised for what they are in a
larger collection. But pity the poor
novice who acquires only a few
plants and they are all in this
category. For no one will be able to
t e l l h i m w h y h i s p l a n t s a r e n o t
growing — except those who know
their history.

L E T T E R T O

I THE EDITOR
The Editor,
Sir,

Once upon a time The Orchid
Counc i l o f New Zea land ins t i tu ted a
training scheme for orchid Judges
and appoin ted Award Judging
Panels in various regions of this
country so that orchids of merit
could be judged by the Panels, and
if found worthy, be accorded a
s u i t a b l e a w a r d c e r t i fi c a t e . O n e
short list of such awards appeared
i n t h e p a g e s o f y o u r w o r t h y
magazine, but lack of any further
i n f o r m a t i o n o f A w a r d s i n r e c e n t
times leads me to enquire as to the
present status of the Award Judging
system.

Are the Award Judging Panels
st i i i in ex is tence?

I f s o , h a v e a n y Aw a r d s b e e n
granted to orchids in the past two
years?

if Awards have been granted, are
these kept secret to the Council?

May I suggest that if the Award
Judging scheme is stiii operating
the majority of New Zealand orchid

e n t h u s i a s t s w o u l d w e l c o m e
information on any Awards granted
to plants. Maybe they could even be
published in this magazine.
Y o u r s e t c .
'Wonder ing'

Replies to your questions areas follows:
a . Y e s
b . N e v e r b e e n I n f o r r r i e d
c . N o .

T h e a b o v e a n s w e r s a r e a s b r i e f , o r ,
perhaps I should say lengthy when compared
to the answers to my own queries from the
Registrar Generals' section of the Orchid
Counci l In respect of rat ified awards.
Publication has been very haphazard, the
majority of 1978 awards were published In
f>^arch/Apri l 1980. 1979 awards were
published In November/December 1981 and
January/February 1982 saw the publication
of the 1980 awards — not very consistent.

A grower goes to considerable trouble and
expense when It Is decided that a plant Is
w o r t h y o f s u b m i s s i o n f o r a w a r d
consideration. Local judges give their time,
often during work hours, coloured slides and
a report are sent to the Council for Its
d e c i s i o n a n d r a t i fi c a t i o n I f a n a w a r d i s
warranted. The Registrar General then
notifies the grower of the final decision.

Now, at this stage no one but the grower.
Council and Registrar General are aware that
an award has been made. Our magazine Is
the only means that the grower has of
notifying other orchldists that his or her plant
has been awarded. To publish a year to 18
months later Is an Insult to the grower and It
w o u l d a l s o a p p e a r t h a t t h e m a g a z i n e
committee are falling In their duty to publish.
T h e a w a r d s s h o u l d b e p u b l i s h e d I n t h e
magazine following Council ratification. The
AD given at our 1980 National Show was even
omitted from the Registrar Generals l ist In
January/February 1982.

In the Standards for Judging Handbook,
under Regulation and Bylaws No. 8 It states
that "notices of awards shall be published as
early as possible by the Executive In New
Zealand and to notify overseas organisations
etc." Perhaps this rule could be amended to
read 'at the time that the Registrar General
Informs a successful grower of an award, a
copy of the letter be sent to the Editor for
p u b l i c a t i o n . '

I would suggest that you contact an orchid
judge or Regional Registrar In the area you
live and ask them to bring this matter up at
the next Registrars' meeting.



Nat ive Orch ids in F iord iand
by Isia Campbell & M. McDonald

Election weekend, 27—29 November 1981, was spent by 21 Orchid
Society of Southland members in a very enjoyable and Instructive 'native
orchids camp' on the fringe of Fiordiand National Park, well Isolated from
the unfolding political drama.

This Is a fertile area for orchids, as members, under the guidance of Mrs
Jeannette West of Dunedin, soon found. At 500m, the Borland—Monowal
region has peat bogs, mountain beech habitats, many species of
Indigenous orchids — and clouds of sandflies!

Due to an overly energetic beak' well camouflaged on a damp
member o f t he Fox C lan , eve ryone mossy bank . Leaves on some
was forced to greet Saturday specimens were definitely marbled,
morning rather ear l ier than The great ly e longated leaves and
expected. After eating breakfast In stem Indicated that flowering was
var ious s tages o f somnambul ism, we l l past ,
w e m a d e c u t l u n c h e s , ( M e l a n l e a n d . , . . . , ,
Rosa dutifully buttering for all Adenochilus gracilus wasbefore realising each family was another interesting Tind. We learned
making Itsown!) that these plants seldom occur in^ ' g r o u p s a n d u n l i k e m o s t o r c h i d s

Mrs West led our first hunt have no tuber, only a rhizome or
through the Borland Nature Walk — underground stem. One leaf occurs
a leisurely exploration for ground a few centimetres up the stem,
s p e c i e s . W e w e r e f o r t u n a t e t o w h i l e t h e o t h e r I s s e v e r a l
locate: Aporostylis bifolia (the odd- centimetres along the ground. In the
leaved orchid), though not In flower; same vicinity we located Pterostylis
with Its definite hairy covering on graminea with Its distinctive striped
stem and leaves. We recognised a green leaves. Other species in this
similar plant, a Caladenia (either C. genus were P. banksii and P.
lyallii or C. catenata) on the nature montana. These 'greenhoods' differ
walk also. The following day we in the length and red shading of the
found this In manuka scrub and only sepals and petals,
t h e r e d i d w e o b s e r v e t h e t w o -
h e a d e d s p e c i m e n . T h e n e x t p a r t o f t h e j o u r n e y w a s

Corybas macranthus was our exhaustive and some folknext Impressive find, although many oP^ed to "lake a leisurely return to
specimens of C. trilobus were found ̂ he Lodge. While waiting for the
In fruit. C. macranthus was located collected wood for a
beside a dark creek on the South barbeque — and then the rain
Borland Track, completely shaded appeared!
over. The beautiful deep red flpwers jhose who did walk the perilous
showed the characteristic whiskery limestone track were rewarded by
lateral petals and sepals. Unlike C. sighting two clumps of Earina
tri lobus this shade-loving species autumnalls and £. mucronata
has its flowers below a silver- clinging to the north side of beech
s h e e n e d u n d e r l e a f . b r a n c h e s . T h e s e e p i p h y t e s w e r e

W h i l e w a i t i n g f o r a n o t h e r e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y t h e
Mathieson — our avid photographer positioning of their leaves; the
— to catch up, Kyla found former's leaves fanning out In the
Chlloglottis cornuta, the 'parrot- one place.
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They continued up to meet the
Manapourl powerllnes. Along the
gravel road on the way home It was
surprising to discover many delicate
s p e c i m e n s o f M i c r o t i s u n l f o l l a ,
b e t t e r k n o w n a s t h e ' o n i o n o r c h i d . '
Along the drier grass verges It grew
abundantly as there was plenty of
light. Many showed tips missing.
They had proved tasty morsels for
b r o w s i n g a n i m a l s . M a t h l e s o n s ,
M c D o n a l d s a n d W h i t e s h a v e s i n c e
r e c o g n i s e d t h i s o r c h i d g r o w i n g
profusely In their own properties
and have enjoyed observing It at
close quarters!

We were able to distinguish the
M i c r o t i s f r o m P r a s o p h y l l u m
colensoi, with Its flowers growing
ups ide down; in the oppos i te
d r e c t l o n . T h e s e fl o w e r s h a d a
yellow tinge to them by comparison
with Microtis species.

Moving on to the Borland Mire, an
area of wetland, we found In bright
sunlight Thelymitra longifolia, T.
hatch a and what may have been T.
v e n o s a . a p t l y n a m e d t h e ' s u n
o r c h i d s ' : T h e s h a d e s o f b l u e
thelymitra species did justice to the
azure sky that Sunday morning. Our
p h o t o g r a p h e r s w a n d e r e d f a r f o r
g o o d s p e c i m e n s t o p h o t o g r a p h .
P i n k i s h a n d w h i t i s h fl o w e r s w e r e
f o u n d w h i l e T . h a t c h i i c o u l d b e
distinguished by Its large, thinner
l e a f .

Increasingly redder forms of
l a t e r a l a p p e n d a g e s a n d s p i n a l
reg ions were a lso d iscovered In
several specimens of homo sapiens
by lunchtlme, for It appeared that
like the thelymltras these creatures
bare themselves to the sun too.

Final ly In the bush we located
G a s t r o a l u m s e s a m o i d e s I n t h e
)reclous short t ime we had left after
unch. We were Impressed by Its
l a c k o f c o l o u r a n d s t i c k - l i k e
a p p e a r a n c e ; n o t t o m e n t i o n I t s
dependancy on a beech fungus for
s u r v i v a l .

After a memorable and fulfil l ing
weekend for the whole group, in

e x c e l l e n t w e a t h e r, w e a r e s u r e
much was learned , a l though the
highlight for younger members was
the cha l lenge o f the Confidence
c o u r s e ; p a r t i c u l a r l y Ta r r l s w h o
conquered the 25' Parabola Wire,
while others cleaned up. We must
convey a spec ia l t hanks t o Mrs
West for making It possible to learn
so much from her experience and
fi n e H e r b a r i u m a t B o r l a n d a n d f o r
In fec t ing us w i th an en thus iasm
which has led many members to
s e a r c h f o r a n d fi n d m o r e n a t i v e
orch ids a l l over South land.

L E T T E R T O

T H E E D I T O R

Dear Sir,
I n t h e M a r c h / A p r i l I s s u e o f

' O r c h i d s I n N e w Z e a l a n d ' I n o t e d
wi th In te res t the remarks o f Gordon
Maney re Cymbldlum Culture In
w h i c h h e r e c o m m e n d s t h e u s e o f
B l a c k L e a f 4 0 t o e l i m i n a t e s c a l e .
H o w a n d f r o m w h o m I s t h i s
o b t a i n a b l e ? I u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h i s
c h e m i c a l w a s w i t h d r a w n f r o m s a l e
some eight years ago. This would
n o t b e t h e fi r s t t i m e I h a v e s e e n
Black Leaf 40 recommended for use
In recent years.

Has the ban on this dangerous
poison been withdrawn?

A r t h u r D a w s o n .

T h e R e g i s t r a r o f t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l
Chemicals Board confirms that this product
h a s b e e n w i t h d r a w n a n d I s n o l o n g e r
registered for sale In New Zealand. The
reason being, this highly toxic and short lived
chemical, In the hands of the home gardener.
Is considered too dangerous and there are
other products on the market that will do the
job equally well If not better.

However, those who have some left may
still use same, but PLEASE TAKE EXTREME
C A R E .

Ed.



A N O V E L S H A D E H O U S E

On one of my travels some 18
months ago, I v is i ted Lyal l Feck,
Secretary of the Dannevirke Orchid
Society. We did the usual 'orchid
pro\A/r and I was Intrigued to see the
m o s t n o v e l s h a d e h o u s e e v e r b u i l t
— I n f a c t i f t h e r e w a s a n i n v e n t o r s

a w a r d f o r o r c h i d h o u s e s t h i s w o u l d
get It.

L y a l l n f o r m e d m e t h a t h i s
revolving clothes line was wearing
out and a new one was required.
Now as we men know, to dig out an
old galvanised pipe with about half
a t o n o f c o n c r e t e o n t h e e n d I s n o
joke; It's crisler to buy the wife a
n e w c l o t h e i i i n e a n d h a c k s a w t h e
o ld one off c lose to the ground.
However, in this case the hoist was
kept and util ised as follows. Four
3.6m pieces of 17mm galvanised
water pipe were used to square up
the existing arms (pinned with key
c l a m p s o r b r a z e d ) , p i p e s w e r e
dropped (as studs) from each corner

and at 1.2m Intervals to prevent any
s a g . T h i s f o r m e d s i d e s
approximately 2 metres high. The
r o o f a n d s i d e s w e r e c o v e r e d w i t h
3 2 % S a r l o n s h a d e c l o t h c u t a n d
stitched by a local upholsterer.

T h e r e w a s t r o u b l e w i t h t h e w i n d
blowing the orchids over so Lyall
s u r r o u n d e d t h e l o w e r m e t r e w i t h a n
a d d i t i o n a l l a y e r o f b l a c k ' w i n d
b r e a k ' c l o t h w h i c h w a s v e r y
s u c c e s s f u l . T h e e n t r a n c e w a s
formed by using an old aluminium
h o u s e s c r e e n d o o r ; t h i s w a s fi t t e d
w i t h l i t t l e t r o u b l e . T h e b r i c k s a r o u n d
the foot of the house hold the mesh
shadecloth taut and help to prevent
slugs and snails from entering.

I have suggested to my wife that I
m i g h t t r y t h e s a m e , b u t w a s
informed that until a new line Is up
and working properly, 'hands off.'

T h a n k y o u f o r t h e n o t e s a n d
photo Lyall.
E d i t o r .
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Growing Thelymitra longifolia
f r o m s e e d

R.A. Bicknell and Ella O. Campbell

At the present time there Is considerable Interest In cultivating New
Zealand terrestrial orchids but the question arises as to where to obtain
plants. One difficulty Is that, although multiplication may take place from
tubers, this Is often slow. If, as in Pterostylls plumose, only one new tuber
replaces the old exhausted one, no numerical increase occurs. Therefore It
seemed worthwhile to try growing plants from seed.

I t i s w e l l k n o w n t h a t f o r t h e
successfu l germinat ion o f the
m i n u t e s e e d s o f o r c h i d s a n
extraneous supply of food materials
Is needed . Under na tu ra l cond i t i ons
this Is supplied by a fungus, but
f r o m t h e t h o u s a n d s o f s e e d s I n a
capsule few seedlings develop. The
method reported here uses a sterile
nutrient medium and gives the
advantage of controlled conditions.
As a start Thelymitra longifolia was
chosen since It grows naturally
under a wide range of climates and
soil-types and Is presumably less
demanding In its requirements than
some other species.

Mature but undehlsced capsules
were gathered on January 12, 1982
f r o m p l a n t s g r o w i n g n e a r
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h w h i c h h a d
fl o w e r e d f o u r w e e k s e a r l i e r . T h e
f u l l y g r o w n c a p s u l e s w e r e
recogn isab le f rom mmature ones
because they were larger, and also
brownish-green due to the brown
testes of the nearly ripe seeds
within. Even though care was taken
In t ransport ing them back to the
laboratory In stoppered glass vials,
some did open and shed their seeds
later that day. In order to depress
t h e b a s a l m e t a b o l i c r a t e t h e
c a p s u l e s a n d s h e d s e e d s w e r e
s t o r e d a t I n o p e n g l a s s v i a l s
w i th in a la rger c losed vesse l
containing silica gel.

The nutrient agar on which the
seeds were later sown was prepared

according to the formula of Vacin
and Went. From th is 3ml was added
t o e a c h o f 4 0 c u l t u r e t u b e s w h i c h
were immediately plugged and then
s t e r i l i s e d a t 1 2 0 ° C f o r 2 0 m i n u t e s .
They were al lowed to cool In an
inclined position so that the agar
set on a slope.

Seed was sown on January 13 and
14. Prior to this six capsules from
four plants were surface-sterilised
by Immersion for five minutes In
0.5% sodium hypochlorite solution
to which a few drops of absolute
a l c o h o l h a d b e e n a d d e d a s a
w e t t i n g a g e n t . S h e d s e e d w a s
treated similarly but for one minute
only. All subsequent operations
w e r e c o n d u c t e d u n d e r s t e r i l e
c o n d i t i o n s I n a l a m i n a r fl o w
c a b i n e t . A f t e r r i n s i n g I n f o u r
c h a n g e s o f s t e r i l e w a t e r t h e
capsules were cut open and with
the aid of an Inoculation loop seed
was transferred to the agar slopes,
t h e t u b e s w e r e I m m e d i a t e l y
resealed with rubber bungs. Shed
seed was filtered from the rinsing
water us ing a s ter i l i sed Buchner
funnel and similarly transferred to
agar slopes. The tubes were now
placed upright In clear plastic racks.
The next s tep was t ransfer to a
growth room held at 20°C. Some
tubes were kept under continuous
light at the low Intensity of 500 lux
and others at a higher intensity of
5,000 lux.

The fi rs t v i s ib le s igns o f
germination, namely swelling of the



embryo region and rupture of the
testa, usually occurred after 12—14
weeks but continued up to the 19th
week. Thereafter growth was rapid
with protocorms obvious within the
n e x t f o r t n i g h t F i g . 1 a n d a n
organised shoot- t ip reg ion wi th in
t h e f o l l o w i n g t h r e e w e e k s . T h e
d e v e l o p m e n t o f g r e e n l e a v e s
followed. Figs 2 &3.

\

0 . 5 m m

1. Protocorm attached by rhizolds.
T h e b e s t g e r m i n a t i o n w a s

o b t a i n e d w i t h s e e d s f r o m
u n d e h l s c e d c a p s u l e s u n d e r l o w
l i g h t I n t e n s i t y w h e n o v e r 8 0 0
seed l ings resu l ted . Under h igher
light Intensity there was a marked
reduction In germination. Shed
s e e d s p r o d u c e d d i s a p p o i n t i n g

2 . Agroupo fseed l ings .

3. A seedling showing the
protocorm with numerous rhizolds

and the first splke-IIke leaf.

The percentage germination Is tabulated below.
S e e d s o u r c e Percentage germination

a t 5 0 0 l u x at 5,000 lux

Undehlsced capsules 8 0 % 3 0 %

Shed seed 1 %
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results for It proved difficult to orchids under natural conditions,
surface-ster i l ise them effect ively This study shows that under
without losing viability. A quarter of suitable conditions Thelymitra
the tubes became contaminated longifolia can be propagated In
and In the others germination was quantity from seed. Later It Is
very poor. The delay In the Intended to transfer some of the
commencement of germination seedlings to a non-sterlle soli and
agrees with what Is reported for hopefully bring them Into flower;
seve ra l Aus t ra l i an te r res t r i a l and a l so to t r y o the r spec ies .

Nutrient Agar (Vacin and Went, 1949).
C a 3 ( P 0 4 ) 2 0 . 2 g m F e 2 ( C 4 H 4 0 6 ) 3 - 2 H 2 O 0 . 2 8 g m
K N O 3 0 . 5 2 5 g m M n S O 4 . 4 H 2 0 0 . 0 0 7 5 g m
K H 2 P O 4 0 . 2 5 g m S u c r o s e 2 0 g m
MgSO4 .7H20 0 .25 gm D i s t i l l ed H20 1000 m l
( N H 4 ) 2 S 0 4 0 . 5 g m A g a r ( fl a k e ) 1 6 g m

Talk given to 1982 Santa Barbara International
Orchid Congress
by Norm Porter of Walkanae

Since my last talk to the Cymbldlum Orchid Congress here two years
ago, I have expanded my orchid growing from a back yard enterprise to anew nursery comprising eight buildings, housing cymbldlum seedlings to
flowering size plants In various stages of development, also specialising In
hybridising tne odontoglossom allance such as odontocldlums,
odontlodas, vuylstekearas, wllsonaras, zygopetalums and allied
Intergeneric hybrids.

New Zealand at present Is experiencing a boom period In cymbldlums.
There would be around 6,000 members In the 27 different orchid societies,
which of course give me a terrific Interest with their shows and meetings.

To give you an Idea of the extent It be early or late export In minis or
of Interest, we were trying to work standards, with a huge variety of
out how many cymbldlum seedlings colours especially dark shades In
have been sold, or better still, how miniatures. They also have crosses
many are being grown throughout to cover the hobby and pot plant
t h e c o u n t r y . W e e s t i m a t e d m a r k e t ,
somewhere around 800,000 would
be In the right vicinity, plus the tens Compared to most of your
of thousands of merlclones. Just In nurseries here, I'm only In a small
my area alone, within 10 miles there way but still expect to flower
are five growers who have over somewhere over 1,000 seedlings a
60,000 seedlings, so I'm fortunate In year. The best of these I will use for
having such a great gene bank of future hybridising, while others will
new material on my doorstep. These be grown on to evaluate and If they
growers have an extensive range of fulfill the necessary criteria they will
crosses with which they expect to either be cloned for the hobby or for
cover every type of market, whether the commercial cut flower market.

A Z



I feel that one of the greatest
d e v e l o p m e n t s o v e r t h e l a s t f e w
y e a r s h a s b e e n t h e v a s t
improvement In quality of the early
fl o w e r i n g c y m b i d i u m . T h a t i s ,
v a r i e t i e s t h a t fl o w e r n a t u r a l l y
w i t h o u t h e a t , s a y f r o m
O c t o b e r — F e b r u a r y ( M a y u n t i l
August). This past flowering season
we have seen seedlings that have
had better shape than the best mid-
season ones, and to think that this
cou ld have happened i n such a
short time I wou dn't have thought
D o s s i b l e . T h e b e s t I s a w w a s a
Winter Fair 'Crystal' x Fan Fare 'St
^rands' 4N). It had flowers nearly
12cm, sepals 7cm and petals 6cm
wide with a lip of over 7cm. Fifteen
flowers on an upright spike and was
flowering in October (May). The
flower was completely round having
a fil led in shape with the bottom
sepals almost touching. This type of
flower is showing up regularly now,
w i t h c r o s s e s t h a t h a v e c o m e f r o m
the erythrostylum line, which comes
through Earlybird to Winter Fair. I
saw several other seedlings worthy
o f a n A M a n d o n e w h i c h w o u l d
warrant an FCC, something I didn't
think possible a few years ago.

Just look what has happened this
past winter in Californ a with the
number of awards given in your
December, February period. A great
step forward.

D o n W I m b e r h a s d o n e a l o t o f
exper imental work wi th colchic ine
t rea t ing o f mer i c lone p lan ts and
seedlings and his work is now being
carried on, on a commercial scale
by nurseries around the world. It Is
s tar t ing to g ive us a whole new
range of colour tetraplolds which Is
go ing to Improve the co lour and
qual i ty to a great degree. To my
mind the most Important one which
I have seen over the last year is
Claudon'a 'Rajah' 4N. Some years
ago I commented that the diploid
form was vas t ly under - ra ted and
tha t I t s cha rac te r i s t i cs were needed

to Improve the modern cymbidium.
In particular Its spectacular lip,
probably the largest and boldest lip
yet seen. On a well grown plant It Is
over 5cm wide. For many years. In
fact up to 20 odd years, I have felt
the cymbidium has missed out on
the lip size as It is the focal point of
t h e fl o w e r . W h e n o n e l o o k s a t a
cattleya you are immediately drawn
to the l ip which makes the flower
Stand out so well. Imagine what a
5 — 7 c m l i p w o u l d d o f o r a
cymbid ium. In fac t th is s ize has
almost been achieved this year with
some first flower seedlings and only
on smal l seedl ings In one gal lon
pots. Claudona 'Rajah' 4N Is the key
to these spectacular lips and with
what Is In the pipeline we are just
start ing to see a new era In the
deve lopment o f more spectacu lar
cymbldlums. One cross which has
been producing these huge lips Is
Claudona Rajah 4N x Khyber Pass
'Rowes Red. ' The flowers have been
I n l o v e l y A u t u m n a n d b r o n z e
shades, large and bold with massive
lips.

When treating diploid flasks of
seed l ings the re I s a 25 to 30%
chance of them being converted to
tetraplolds. You do hear of higher
figures but I find this Is all I appear
to get In the ones that I have done.
At present I do not treat all my
diploid flasks. I prefer to have all
diploids from a cross as I believe
the fu ture o f cymbld lums is w i th
them. Once you have a good diploid
y o u c a n t h e n c o n v e r t I n t o a
tetraplold. It's a lot slower this way
but you may get enough diploid and
tetraplolds from the cross having
the desired characteristics that Is If
you grow enough of them, but this
takes a lot of space. With the new
technology that has been developed
In the laboratory It Is now poss ble
to convert a tetraplold back to a
diploid, and when this Is applied to
cymbldlums one will be able to treat
all flasks of a cross and the chances
are a lo t o f t ime wi l l be saved. I t ' s
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slow whichever way one goes, but
with forslght, knowledge and a little
b i t o f l u c k t h e d e s i r e d
cha rac te r i s t i c s t ha t have been bu i l t
Into the parents, may come out In
the first seedlings to flower.

In the future development of
cymbldiums I consider one of the
most Important areas to be looked
at is the reduction in the size of bulb
and foliage. Even if this cannot be
achieved in initial crosses, it should
a l w a y s b e i n t h e b a c k o f t h e
hybridlsers mind, for the long term.
This smaller bulb and foliage has
b e e n a c h i e v e d i n t h e e a r l i e s w i t h
the introduction of erythrostylum
through Earlybird down to Stanley
F o u r a k e r , F r e d S t e w a r t W i n t e r
Fairs, Trigo Royale, etc, which by
t h e w a y h a v e f r e e fl o w e r i n g
characteristics. With the rising cost
of green houses and oil, I feel it is
one of the most important tasks of
the hybridiser to reduce the size of
the p lan t , ye t s t i l l re ta in the
standard s i ze flower.

M i n i a t u r e c y m b l d i u m s h a v e a
drawback in this way as the greater
percentage have large bulbs and
excess fol iage, however, with the
development of the tetraploid strain
la rge l y imp lemen ted by Andy
Easton of Featherhill Orchids, we
are now seeing compact bulbs and
fol iage wi th ta l l s tems having
'Polymin' shaped flowers.

I feel the greatest development
t h a t w i l l c o m e i n t h e m i n i a t u r e
cymbidlum is in the pot plant trade,
having just seen nine spikes in a
12cm pot and 18 spikes in a one
gallon pot, which by the way were
fertile tetraploids, the mind boggles
as to how this type of plant will
revolutionise the miniature pot
}lant field. Minis possibly offer the
a r g e s t r a n g e o f d e v e l o p m e n t

because of the number of species
a v a i l a b l e . L o o k a t t h e b e a u t i f u l
H o o s a i h y b r i d s w i t h t h e i r d a r k
colours, tall spikes and rich scent.
Devonianum hybrids which give

lovely cascading spikes, with deep
co lou rs and l i ps . Cana l i cu la tum,
virescens, a rich gene bank to be
incorporated into the miniature and
s t a n d a r d s t r a i n s .

H o w a b o u t t h e c o n - c o l o u r
cymbldiums. A personal favourite of
mine ever since I saw my first one —
Nadina 'concolour' about 20 years
ago. These are d is t inct f rom the
pure co lour o r a lba cymbld iums.
They occasionally turn up In triploid
b r e e d i n g s u c h a s L a g o o n ,
C a l i f o r n i a , S a n F r a n c i s c o , e t c ,
s o m e t i m e s i n d i p l o i d s w h i c h i s
where my interest lies. Possibly the
most spectacular in recent years
has been the May Hopcraft cross
with their clear orange, apricot and
peachy tones, with lips of the same
or similar colour. This type of flower
h a s u n u s u a l b l e n d s o f c o l o u r s I n
this colour range with lips having no
spots or markings on them. Many
are large with up to 12cm flowers
h a v i n g 2 0 o r m o r e o n a s p i k e .
Crosses have been made w i th them
to g ive more con-co lours in th is
colour, and as a matter of interest
the best May Hope rafts have been
converted to tetraploids.

N o w, a f e w t h o u g h t s f o r t h e
future. How about a red, yellow or
orange cymbidlum with an all white
lip. A brown or red with a gold lip. I
h a v e h e a r d i t s a i d t h a t t h e
development of the cymbidlum has
just about reached it's peak. I feel
we are only just starting. It has also
b e e n s a i d t h a t t h e m i d - s e a s o n
te t rap lo id and t r i p lo id wh i te has
reached the pinnacle. With some of
the thoughts I have just given, you
can see how they could also change
and Improve . How abou t a pu re
white cymbidlum with a huge blood
red l ip from the Claudona 'Rajah'
4 N .

I feel the development of the pure
colour albino cymbidlum has a long
way t o go . I t ' s a l so a pe rsona l
favourite of mine, but it needs a lot
of work because generally speaking
they are slow growers and not very

4 4



r o b u s t b u t l o o k a t t h o s e b e a u t i f u l
co lou rs , w i th the i r c lea r g reens ,
creams, whites, goids and yeiiows,
having yeilow, goid and orange lip
markings with a white background.

Possibly the most difficult of all is
going to be a blue cymbidium. We
have made developmentai crosses
w i t h t h i s c o i o u r i n m i n d a n d
uitimateiy expect to get one
although it wiil possibly be two or
even three more generations. Some
o f t h e F l a v i a n s , F a s c e l l a s ,
Cinderelias show a hint of purple
blue if you stretch your imaginat on
a bit. Maybe by the time I'm in a
wheelchair we wi i i see them.

How about cascading spikes like
the ones we saw 20 or 30 years ago,
30 or 40 fiowers or more on a sp ke
w i t h m a s s i v e s t e m s . S o o u t o f
f a s h i o n a s m o s t c r o s s e s a r e m a d e
w i t h c o m m e r c i a i m a r k e t i n m i n d .
W e h a v e c r o s s e s n o w t o c o n t i n u e
this decorative type of cymbidium.

This will give you some idea of
what we are working on, but aiso
taking into account other factors
s u c h a s w a r m t h - t o i e r a n c e ,
intergener ic hybr ids, var igated
fol iage and scent. Some of those
species are just terrific, freedom
from spotting, iongevity of fiowers,
seif supporting spikes for the cut
fiower and commerciai grower and
bi -co loured flowers. As I 've sa id,
we're just starting.

T h e O r c h i d
F o u n d a t i o n T r u s t

Board (N.Z.)
by Jack Hart

The North Shore Orchid Society
at a special general meeting held on
the 3rd May 1981 resolved that a
T r u s t B o a r d b e e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h a
grant from the Society of a sum of
$15,000 being par t of the profits

f r o m t h e 1 9 8 0 i n t e r n a t i o n a l
Confe rence and Orch id Show.

After a period of lengthy legal
procedures, the Trust has now been
e s t a b l i s h e d .

The main objects of the Trust are:
"To encourage, promote, benefit,

preserve and ass is t genera l ly
throughout New Zealand as the
T r u s t B o a r d i n i t s s o l e a n d
u n c o n t r o l l e d d i s c r e t i o n t h i n k s fi t i n
such manner and to such ex ten t as
it deems desirable and expedient
the cultivation and scientific study
of orchids throughout the world and
t h e a d v a n c e m e n t o f e d u c a t i o n a n d
learning about orchids, their growthand pr^agation."

The Trus t Board cons is ts o f th ree
members, one to be appointed by
the North Shore Orchid Society and
other two members by the Orchid
Council of New Zealand. After the
Trust Board has been incorporated
for five years a l l th ree members
shall be appointed by the Orchid
C o u n c i l .

T h e fi r s t m e m b e r s o f t h e T r u s t
Board are W. Ross-Taylor and M.D.
Leahy, both appointed by the Orchid
Council of New Zealand, and J.
Hart, appointed by the North Shore
Orchid Society inc. The latter wiii
act as Secretary of the Trust Board
and the Registered Office will be at
his residence, 632 A Glenfield Rd,
A u c k l a n d 1 0 .

The Trus tees sha l l ho ld o ffice fo r
one year and are eligible for re
appointment .

A du ly aud i ted Ba lance Shee t
shall be submitted annually to the
O r c h i d C o u n c i l . A l t e r a t i o n s a n d
additions to the Rules can only be
made at the Annual Meeting of the
Orchid Council and carried by a
majority of at least three quarters of
the members present.

The above is a brief resume of the
Trust Deed, the complete document
occupies six foolscap pages!

Initially the aim of the Trust Board
i s t o i n v e s t t h e c a p i t a l a n d
d i s t r i b u t e t h e i n c o m e a f t e r



e x p e n s e s . T h e B o a r d w i l l h o l d
expenses to an absolute minimum

The main aim Is to distribute any
grants In such a manner that as
many orchid growers as possible
w i l l b e n e fi t . A s s i s t a n c e t o " O r c h i d s
I n N e w Z e a l a n d " I s a n o b v i o u s
avenue but other projects to benefit
a la rge number o f o rch ldophy les
s u c h a s t h e p u r c h a s e o f s l i d e
programmes from overseas sources
for c i rcu la t ion by the Counci l
among Societies are possibilities.

The capital sum has been held In
t rus t by the Nor th Shore Orch id
Soc ie ty s ince May 1981 and the
I n t e r e s t a c c u m m u l a t e d f r o m t h a t
date will be passed on to the Trust
B o a r d .

I n a d d i t i o n t h e N o r t h S h o r e
Orchid Society will bear the legal
c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e
estab l ishment o f the Trus t Board .

The North Shore Orchid Society
feel that by establishing the Trust Is
the most appropriate way of saying
" T h a n k Y o u " t o a l l t h e O r c h i d
Soc ie t ies and the i r members fo r the
wonderful assistance given to make
t h e 1 9 8 0 C o n f e r e n c e s u c h a
success. I t Is hoped and Indeed
ant ic ipated that the funds of the
O r c h i d F o u n d a t i o n Tr u s t B o a r d w i l l
be augumented by donations from
Soc ie t i es and Ind i v i dua l s .

T h e J o h n E a s t o n
A w a r d

by Ar thu r Dawson , Cha i rman o f the John
E a s t o n A w a r d C o m m i t t e e

A l l O r c h i d S o c i e t i e s a f fi l i a t e d t o
Conzed Inc. (The Orchid Council of
New Zealand), receive notices to the
effec t tha t nominat ions fo r the John
Easton Award close on August 1st
each year. Most of the Clubs and
Socie t ies should know what I t Is a l l
about , as re levant In format ion Is
s e n t t o e a c h C l u b .

I am sorry to say that 50% do not
acknowledge receipt of notices,
25% say no nominat ion, and the
other 25% thankfully have the good
g race to rep l y w i t h nom ina t i ons
p lus a shor t b iography wh ich Is
most necessary In the allocation of
t h i s A w a r d .

I ask myself, are the 75% just
d i s i n t e r e s te d ? c o u l d t e l l o f o v e r 1 2
s u i t a b l e n o m n a t i o n s ) . D o t h e y
u n d e r s t a n d t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e
Aw a r d , o r a s I h a v e h e a r d t w o
people In conversation say, "H'm, I
wouldn ' t want that Award on my
mante lp iece."

I would certainly be a very proud
person to have my name engraved
on this Award along with the other
Illustrious recipients. Unfortunately,
the writer knows there are many
years o f serv ice, knowledge and
d e d i c a t i o n t o p a s s b e f o r e t h i s
w o u l d o r c o u l d b e c o n s i d e r e d .

T h e J o h n E a s t o n A w a r d I s t h e
only National Award open to those
I n t e r e s t e d I n a l l a r e a s o f
orchldology. It Is In fact awarded for
' the most outstanding contr ibution
to the culture of orchids,' no matter
If It be a new discovery, ways to
g r o w P a p h s b y m e r l s t e m
propagation, literature, outstanding
service, or any other contribution of
exemplary merit to the culture of
orchids. Whatever the contribution.
I t must be to the benefit o f o rch ids
and orchid growing In New Zealand.
Nominations are only received from
affiliates of Conzed Inc, but may be
for any person whatsoever.

T h e A w a r d I s d e c i d e d
Immediately after the closing date
of nominations; It Is held for one
year and Is always presented at the
H a w k e ' s B a y O r c h i d S o c i e t y ' s
A n n u a l D i s p l a y. A l l o w a n c e h a s
been made for the Orchid Counci l of
N e w Z e a l a n d t o t a k e o v e r t h e
a l l o c a t i o n o f t h e Aw a r d s h o u l d t h e
H a w k e ' s B a y O r c h i d S o c i e t y b e
unable to do so at any time.

S i x y e a r s a g o I r e c e i v e d a
suggestion from Andrew Easton to



t h e e f f e c t t h a t h e w o u l d l i k e t o
present a trophy to the Orchidists of
N e w Z e a l a n d , s u b j e c t t o t h e
conditions already partly explained.
A C o m m i t t e e w a s s e l e c t e d f r o m
Hawke's Bay orchid lovers a long
with the president of Conzed.

The Award duly arrived, a quite
h a n d s o m e h a n d m a d e a f f a i r
c o n s t r u c t e d o f A m e r i c a n w o o d s o n
w h i c h a n e n g r a v e d p l a q u e w a s
mounted. Each year Andrew Easton
d o n a t e s a s u i t a b l e r e c o g n i t i o n
p e r m a n e n t l y b e l o n g i n g t o t h e
recipient, which up to this time has
t a k e n t h e f o r m o f a v a l u a b l e o r c h i d
paint ing.

T h e J o h n E a s t o n A w a r d i s i n
memory of a very fine gentleman, a
man I was privileged to know for
many years. He was the father of
Andrew Easton, and was the man
w h o h e l p e d t o m a k e a l l t h i n g s
possible for this young, dedicated
person, who himself, in a few short
years reached the absolute top in
his chosen profession.

I sometimes wonder how many
m e m b e r s o f t h e O r c h i d C l u b s
th roughou t New Zea land , o r t he
wor ld for that matter, have done
anything In memory of their father,
someth ing tha t w i l l l i ve on long
a f t e r w e o l d o r c h i d l o v e r s h a v e
shuffled o ff th is mor ta l co l l .

PUKEKURA CORKER

By George Fu l le r, N.D.H. (N.Z. ] ,
Curator Pukekura Park , New Plymouth.

Miltonia spectabilis Ldl.
Reference to ml l ton ias usua l ly

conjures up thoughts of the "pansy-
o r c h i d s " a n d w h e r e a s t h a t
d e s c r i p t i o n c o u l d a p p l y t o t h i s
Brazilian species, it usually relates
to the multi-flowered hybrids which
have originated from species from
t h e c o o l e r a l p i n e r e g i o n s o f
C o l o m b i a a n d E c u a d o r .

M . s p e c t a b i l i s p r o d u c e s o n l y a " ' / i i i
s ing le flower per sp ike but a
spec imen p lan t can s t i l l be ve iy "
spectacular (the specific name Is
not an accident!) for the blooms are
up to 10cm long, arising from the
base of the pale green pseudobulbs
which are produced on a branching
r h i z o m e . T h i s c r e e p s o v e r t h e
s u r f a c e o f t h e m i x a t w h a t c a n
almost be described as an alarming
ra te and o f fe rs the o ther d is t inc t ion
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from the northern group which tend
to grow with pseudobulbs in a tight
cluster almost perching on top of
e a c h o t h e r .

The creeping habit renders the
•plant somewhat difficult to keep in
bounds but there is the saving grace
that the plant seems in its element
trailing several pseudobulbs and a
w e b o f fi n e w h i t e r o o t s o v e r t h e
e d g e o f t h e c o n t a i n e r a n d o n e
should not be Influenced by the oft
— repeated recommendation for
the compact nor thern group tha t
potting should be almost annually.
If one adopted that policy It would
be d i f ficu l t to bu i ld up the s i ze
which can make this species such
an eye-catching specimen plant.

A n o t h e r f e a t u r e w h i c h c a n b e o f
concern to the newcomer is the pale
foliage colouration which could well
b e d e s c r i b e d a s ' a n a e m i c ' i n
c o m p a r i s o n w i t h m o s t o r c h i d s .
P r o v i d e d r o o t s a r e s o u n d a n d t h e
plant firm and not d iminishing in
size, ignore the pale foliage.

In relating the miltonia species to
their countries of origin in trying to
de te rm ine cu l tu ra l requ i rements ,
one must be wery careful, for
although the Brazilian species are
at the southern limit of the range of
d i s t r i bu t i on t hey a re f r om l owe r
a l t i t u d e s t h a n t h e C o l o m b i a n a n d
t h e r e f o r e r e q u i r e w a r m e r
c o n d i t i o n s . A m i n i m u m n i g h t
temperature of about 12°C (53®F) Is
r e c o m m e n d e d b u t t h i s c o u l d b e
lower on occasions I f p lants are
k e p t s o m e w h a t d r i e r i n d a n g e r
p e r i o d s . N o n e o f t h e s p e c i e s ,
however, should be subject to long
per iods of dryness, for adequate
m o i s t u r e a n d r e l a t i v e l y h i g h
humidity are cultural essentials and
summer shading must be adjusted
t o e n s u r e t h i s .

I n t h e A u c k l a n d a r e a t h e m o r e
familiar 'pansy' types can be kept in
s h a d e h o u s e s v e r y s u c c e s s f u l l y
during summer provided humidity is
m a i n t a i n e d .

B u t t o r e t u r n t o o u r B r a z i l i a n
species, the potting material, be it
comprised of mixtures of fern fibre
or bark and pumice must ensure
f r e e d o m f r o m s t a g n a t i o n a n d
shallow, wide containers or baskets
a r e p r e f e r a b l e . E v e n s l a b s a r e
suitable if water application can be
t h o r o u g h , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n d r y
s u m m e r p e r i o d s w h e n g r o w t h
should be rapid priorto flowering.

T h e b l o o m s a r e r a t h e r fl a t a n d
v e r y i m p r e s s i v e , t h e c l o n e
i l lustrated being creamy with the
labellum suffused with rose-purple
overlaid with veins of darker hue, a
c o m b i n a t i o n a l m o s t i d e n t i c a l t o
t h a t f o u n d i n t h e f a m i l i a r f o r m o f
Calanihe vestita. They are produced
singly on sheathed stems about
20cm tall and are long-lasting, and
open in late summerto autumn from
t h e b a s e o f r e c e n t l y f o r m e d
pseudobulbs.

One s t r i k ing va r ie ty has been
w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d i n c u l t i v a t i o n
since 1846, this being M. spectabilis
v a r . M o r e l i a n a w h i c h h a s a b a s i c
flower colour of maroon with a lip of
rose-purple — really eye-catching.
O u r p l a n t i s a l s o d i s t i n c t i n
producing up to three blooms per
spike, a feature I have not found
mentioned in any description.

Reader's contributions required
please

This space could grow faster
than your orchid plants
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New Zealand Native Orchids
by Dorothy Cooper of Lower Hutt

I have recently started a New Zealand Native Orchid Group with a
newsletter aimed specifically at native orchids. There has been a very good
response, we have over 80 members already, and our main alms will be the
study and conservation of this little known group of New Zealand native
flora. Many of our members are not orchid growers, but are Interested In
native plants; subscription to the group Is $3.50 which covers printing and
postage costs.

I will in future submit to this magazine, articles that members of the
^ Group contribute to our newsletter which are Interesting to orchid growers.For example. In newsletter No. 1, E.D. Hatch contributed the following

Interesting article on Corybas orblculatus and Corybas aconltlflorus which
shows just where orchids will grow, — I think we probably kill a lot of
o r c h i d s w i t h k i n d n e s s !

Odd things about Orchids
E . D . H a t c h

Corybas orblculatus Is perhaps
unusual In liking to grow in running
w a t e r, a n d i n m y e x p e r i e n c e I s
f o u n d i n n o o t h e r h a b i t a t . I n t h e
Waitakeres it will be found clinging
in masses to the mossed rock faces
beside small waterfal ls and along
the wet walls of gorges. But its most
remarkab le cho ice o f a home Is the
sea cliff at KaltarakihI. In seepage
areas and i n t he l i t t l e s t reams tha t
t umb le i n to t he t i de , t he o rch id
g r o w s a m o n g t h e r o o t l e t s o f
P o h u t u k a w a a n d t h e c l u t t e r a n d
tangle of Machaerina and Astelia,
exposed to the blustering south
west wind, and a mere metre or so
above the break ing waves. They
must live with mycorrhiza for the
layer of moss and peat on the rock
Is not more than 4mm deep, barely
enough to cover the orchid tuber.
One wouid imagine the environment
to be too tough, but on reflection I
suppose it Is no worse than that
e n d u r e d b y t h e E a r i n a a n d
D e n d r o b i u m w h i c h c l i n g t o t h e
Pohutukawa roots alongside.

Talking of toughness — I found,
l a s t N o v e m b e r, a b o u t h a l f w a y

through the old diversion tunnel at
Kakamatua, a s ing le p lan t o f
C o r y b a s a c o n l t l fl o r u s . n s e m i -
da rkness , w i t h a s t rong co ld
draught constantly screaming in
from the sea, and seepage water
lying In little lakes on the floor, a
less pleasant place to live would be
hard to imagine. The orchid seed
h a d a p p a r e n t l y b l o w n I n ,
germinated on a block of sandstone
t h a t h a d f a l l e n f r o m t h e r o o f ,
flowered, been pol l inated, and
produced a seeding peduncle 10cm
tall. They do say that this species
h a s s u b t e r r a n e a n t e n d e n c i e s !

I n t h e s e c o n d n e w s l e t t e r I
c o n t r i b u t e d a n o t e o n d e f o r m i t i e s
a m o n g s t o u r n a t i v e o r c h i d s a s
f o l l o w s :

The Odd Ones
by Dorothy Cooper of Lower Hutt

O d d i t i e s a n d d e f o r m i t i e s
amongst our native orchids seem to
b e q u i t e c o m m o n ; i h a v e f o u n d
Thelymitra flowers In the Wellington
region with weird floral structures.
I n N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 1 , i n t h e
Eas tbou rne h i l l s , I f ound a s i x -
flowered Thelymitra pauciflora, not
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all the flowers were open, but in
e a c h o f t h e s i x t h e r e w a s a
horizontal stigma in the base of an
empty column cavity; no polllnia or
anther cap; Instead, a third clump of
c i l i a o n a t h i r d c o l u m n a r m
p r o t r u d e d f r o m t h e b a c k o f t h e
cavity — at the same level as the
t w o l a t e r a l c o l u m n a r m s a n d w h e r e
the anther cap would normally
appear, (see fig. 1).

fig 1

There were only
five perianth segments on each
flower; usually the label I um was
m i s s i n g a n d o n e fl o w e r h a d a
narrow 'tube' Instead, of the same
t i s s u e a n d c o l o u r a s t h e l a b e l l u m
should have been. (fig. 2). One
flower had a lateral petal missing.
L e a f a n d g e n e r a l g r o w t h w a s
otherwise normal for the species.
The plant was not in an area where
I t c o u l d h a v e b e e n a f f e c t e d b y
sprays, and presumably was just an
'oddi ty. '

A n o t h e r e x a m p l e o f d e f o r m e d
specimens of T. pauclflora was sentto me In December 1981, by Kevin
Luff of Wanganul. In the flowers of
these p lants, the anther and the
stigma were often absent, and In
two flowers the co lumn cons is ted o f
a fla t s t r uc tu re w i t h a c l ump o f

white ci l ia at the top on a short
'column arm', (fig. 3). The leaf was a
simple v-shape, but black watery
marks on It suggested that It may
have been sprayed with something
like a weed-ki l ler.

These o rch ids w i l l be I n fe r t i l e as
they are without functional anther
and stigma but presumably they can
still reproduce vegetatively so it will
be interesting to see If the same
thing happens next season, thus
perpetuating these 'oddities.'

fi g 3

Thank you Mrs Cooper. It Is to be hoped
that the Native Orchid Column can become a
regular feature In our magazine.

E D



Photographing Native Orchids
by R.J. Markwick — Native Orchid Society of South Australia

As an amateur photographer and a natural history lover, it was perhaps
Inevitable that I should turn to flowers as subjects for photographs. My
Interest in Native Orchids sprang from these beginnings as did my Interest
In close-up photography, which naturally had to follow because of the
diminutive s ze of the subjects. For the natufallst-photographer, close-up
photography can open up new worlds of interest and provide unparalleled* opportunities for the study of the smaller universe. Including for Instance,
the tiny details of our own Australian Native Orchids.

Close-up photography can be a photographs Intended for the study
complicated process Involving of taxonomic detail . Photography
computa t ions o f e f fec t ive foca l w i th magn ificat ion greater than th is
leng ths and e f fec t i ve aper tu res , requ i res the use o f a m ic roscope
bellows extension factors, and is called photomicrography,
reciprocity failure, filters, tripods, Our interest is limited to the first
focusing rails, electronic flash guns two.
etc, but for those who don't want to To begin with, any photographer
get involved in these kinds of contemplating close-up work will
hassles, simple and relatively cheap need a single lens reflex camera to
equipment can be used to produce facil itate accurate focusing,
resu ts which, while not being of the preferably one with a through the
ultra close-up super-scientific type, lens light metering system. In
are nevertheless generally addition, to suit individual needs (or
a c c e p t a b l e . t h e p o c k e t ) , h e w i l l n e e d o n e o r

Af ter a cer ta in amount o f t r ia l and more o f the I tems ment ioned be low;
e r r o r o n e s o o n l e a r n s t h a t t h e r e a r e
a few important rules to be applied, 1. The cheapest close-up
and that certain techniques must be accessories are close-up
employed to produce good results. (meniscus) lenses, which screw

I use a few tricks which have into the front of the prime lens,
p r o v e d t o b e b e n e fi c i a l t o t h e j u s t l i k e fi l t e r s . T h e s e a r e
quality of my work, and I will pass generally satisfactory for
these on later. Also, by engaging in "portrait" work,
a little research and a certain 2. The Hoya-Zoom Close-up lens,
a m o u n t o f d i s c u s s i o n w i t h o t h e r a l s o s c r e w s i n t o t h e c a m e r a -
photographers, I have familiarised lens filter ring. This is a very
myse i f t o some ex ten t w i t h t he use fu l supp lemen ta ry l ens ,various items of photographic relatively cheap to purchase and
equipment used for close-up work. is also suited for "portrait"

W h a t i s c l o s e - u p p h o t o g r a p h y ? w o r k .
Close-up photography is usually 3. Extension rings are considered

understood to refer to the rendition by many to rank with bellows as
of a subject on film varying from the best method of taking ciose-
approximately 1/10th l i fe-size, to up photographs. Definit ion is
life-size (i.e. 1:1 magnification), and generally superior to that
is generally suitable for flower produced by supplementary
" p o r t r a i t s . " M a c r o - p h o t o g r a p h y e n s e s .
varies from life-size to something 4. Focusing bellows look similar to
like 10-25X life-size, and is ideal for the bellows of folding cameras.
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T h e y p r o v i d e g r e a t e r
magnificat ion than c iose-up
lenses (into the macro range),
a l l ow t he l ens t o f ocus ove r i t s
entire range, and provide the
expanded control necessary for
truly creative work.

5 . M a c r o l e n s e s w h i c h a r e
designed for close-up work
p r o d u c e e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s
b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e b e e n
specia l ly designed to work at
c ose focusing distances.

U s e f u l a c c e s s o r i e s n e e d e d f o r
s e r i o u s c l o s e - u p ( o r m a c r o )
photography will Include a sturdy
tripod, a set of focusing rails and an
electronic flashgun (or two).

F u r t h e r I n f o r m a t i o n o n a l l o f t h e
I tems ment ioned above, together
with what I hope will be some useful
tips, will follow In future articles.

Cymbidium Culture
Notes

by Gordon Maney of Palmerston North

H e r e I s t h e t w o m o n t h s w e ' v e
been waiting for; all the months of
hard work, of T.LC. to bring those
new seedl ings and mer lc lones to
flowering for the first time.

If you have taken every care, with
slug bait regular ly thrown around
your plants, kept your benches and
w a l k s d a m p e n e d d o w n , a n d
generally sprayed for red spider etc,
the pleasure you'll get from lovely
clean blooms will be your reward.

Every year I see many hundreds of
b l o o m s s p o i l t , b e c a u s e n o n e o f
these simple precautions have been
f o l l o w e d .

I have said In past culture notes.
If your houses are hot and stuffy,
your flowers will suffer, particularly
a f ter water ing. The humid i ty w i l l
rise and without fresh air spotting
will occur, and buds will yellow and
drop. For this reason when you're

building, allow plenty of fresh air, In
other words, as much ventilation as
possible without cold draughts.

If you have a cool fan, set the
thermos ta t to come on a t 17°C th i s
will keep the air moving, and Is a
great he p as the days get warmer.

From the first day of September,
start your feeding programme.

The early flowering varieties you
should have started feeding In July.
N I t r o s o l , A t l a s fi s h e m u l s i o n ,
Nitrophoska etc, as liquid feeds
once a week, use a different one, in
o the r words a l te rna te .

Now with dry fertiliser, four parts
super, four parts blood and one part
potash once a month through to
November. Use approximately one
tablespoon to a 25cm pot. Less of
course to smaller pots. Make sure
you sprinkle round the outside of
the plant, not In the leaves or you'll
bu rn them.

Remember to water well the day
before feeding, never ever feed a dry
plant; and water first thing In the
morning to allow the plant to dry out
by nightfall.

Bay of Plenty Orchid Society
Last year we held a most successful and
enjoyable Commercial Growers Sales Day.
We have another one planned for September
this year and would like to extend a very
warm invitation to any readers who may be
planning to visit this area. At this stage
s i x t e e n C o m m e r c i a l G r o w e r s a r e b e i n g
inv i t ed t o come and se l l .
Venue — Te Puke High School Assembly Hall
in Tu i S t ree t , o f f Cameron Road. Vis i to rs
travelling south towards Te Puke, Cameron
Road is on your right opposite a green bridge
as you enter Te Puke. Travell ing north the
oppos i te .
Date — Sunday September 12,1982.
Time — 11.30 am — 2.30 pm approximately.
Please bring your own iunch. Tea and Coffee
will be provided. We hope you will be able to
join us in another enjoyable and successful
day.
Please bring boxes for transporatlon of
purchases. You will need them.
Fo r f u r t he r i n f o rma t i on r ega rd i ng se l l e r s '
lists write to: Secretary, Mrs Jill Blackwood,
250 Pohutukawa Venue, Ohope.



THANKYOU WANGANUI
The Wanganui Orchid Club

has made a very generous
d o n a t i o n o f $ 1 0 0 t o t h e
Magaz ine Accoun t o f ConzedInc. It Is through the receipt of
d o n a t i o n s s u c h a s t h i s t h a t t h e
E d i t o r i a l C o m m i t t e e I s a b l e t o
s t r e t c h t h e b u d g e t , a n d
occasional ly Increase the size
of the journal and sneak In that
extra colour picture. The Editor
and his Associates have plenty
of Ideas for Improv ing our
m a g a z i n e , a n d t h e
thoughtfulness of the Wanganui
O r c h i d C l u b d o e s a s s i s t I n
m a k i n g s o m e o f t h e s e
pract icable.

DO YOU KNOW??
Among the thousands o f

t o u r i s t s t h a t v i s i t N e w Z e a l a n d
e a c h y e a r t h e r e m u s t b e a
p ropor t i on , pe rhaps sma l l , o f
orchid growers of note. As most
t o u r i s t s e n t e r N e w Z e a l a n d
t h r o u g h A u c k l a n d o r
C h r l s t c h u r c h I t I s t h e O r c h i d
Societ ies In those c i t ies that are
most likely to make contact with
t h e o r c h i d t r a v e l l e r s , a n d
S o c i e t i e s I n o t h e r a r e a s r e m a i n
unaware o f the i r p resence In
this country.

If you know of any overseas
orchid grower planning to visit,
or arriving here, please advise
the Secretary of Conzed Inc., or
t h e n e a r e s t m e m b e r o f C o n z e d
E x e c u t i v e I m m e d i a t e l y , I f
possible giv ing some detai l of
t h e v i s i t o r s I t l n e r y, s o t h a t
Orch id Soc ie t ies can be adv ised
and have the opportunity to
m a k e t h e m w e l c o m e . C o
operation In this way can be of
mutual benefit to all Societies,
as well as providing our visitors
w i t h a v i e w o f o r c h i d s a n d
orchid growing In New Zealand.
How's that Wanganui!!!

T o m F r e n c h

CYMBIDIUM
COMPANIONS

Ros BIckerstaff, 12 Enfield Rd, Napier.

VANDA, R. Brown
This genus derives Its name,

Vanda, from the Sanskrit word for
the species, Vanda Roxburgli (syn.
V.tesseiiata) found in Bengal and
India, and, today, refers to all other
orchids of similar growth and habit.
Vandas are found in India, Southern
As ia , Sou th -Eas t As ia , Java ,
Moiuccas, Timor, Phiiippines, and
N o r t h A u s t r a l i a .

There are two main groups of
these beautiful orchids, the rounded
terete-leaf, and the fiat strap-leaf,
w i th an in te rmed ia te fo rm known as
the semi- terete- ieaf , Vandas. The
terete-leaf group are warm growing
varieties, whereas the strap-leaf
group are mostly Intermediate, with
a few that can grow In cooler
conditions but prefer Intermediate.
All varieties need plenty of light to
bring them into flower; the terete-
leaf plants need full sun, and the
strap-leaf requiring bright l ight,
either In full sun or hung from the
top of the roof of a glasshouse.
A n o t h e r e s s e n t i a l I s t h e a m o u n t o f
h u m i d i t y. A h i g h h u m i d i t y I s
required at all times. They have no
resting period, so they can be given
plenty of water at ail times, f use
drip Irrigation all the year. However,
do make sure that the drainage Is
excel lent . Many South-East Asian
growers use just lumps of charcoalin baskets, or even empty wooden
b a s k e t s a n d g r o w t h e m t o
perfection. Although most species
are epiphytes, they can be grown In
pots or even in prepared beds. Be
careful when spraying to see that
water does not lodge for long
periods In the leaf-axTis. This will
cause rotting and can kill the plant.
A l s o a s I n fl o r e s c e n c e s a r i s e f r o m
the upper leaf-axils, these can be
easily damaged by water as I have



learned to my sorrow. Given plenty
of fresh moving air, water and light
even the warmer growing vandas
w i l l f l o w e r i n c o o l e r c o n d i t i o n s —
b u t w i t h m u c h r e d u c e d n u m b e r s o f
fl o w e r s .

The cooler growing plants that I
h a v e a r e V. c o e r u l e a , V. c r i s t a t a ,
V. a l p i n a a n d V. s t a n g e a n a ( s y n .
V.stenziana).
VUYLSTEKEARA, hybrids

Th is i s one o f t he mos t beau t i f u l
intergeneric groups of man-made,
horticultural hybrids. It is formed
f r o m t h r e e g e n e r a —
O d o n t o g l o s s u m , C o c h l i o d a , a n d
M i l t o n i a — a n d i s k n o w n a s a
t r igener ic hybr id . Of course, the
c ross i s made us ing one o f the
fo l lowing b igener ic hybr ids —
O d o n t o n i a ( O d o n t o g l o s s u m x
M i l t o n i a ) , O d o n t i o d a
(Odontog lossum x Coch l ioda) ,
Miltonloda (Miltonia x Cochlioda) —
and the genus not already used, to
make up the trigeneric hybrid e.g.
Odontonia x Cochl ioda, Odontioda
X M i l t o n i a , o r M i l t o n i o d a x
Odontogiossum. Another way to
make a Vuylstekeara hybrid is to
use any two of the above-mentioned
bigeneric hybrids e.g. Odontioda x
Odontonia, Odontonia x Miltonioda,
Odontioda x Miltonioda, or, to cross
any o f t he above gene ra , o r
b i g e n e r i c h y b r i d s , w i t h a
Vuylstekeara hybrid, so that in the
ancestry of the new hybrid ail three
genera have been used.

T h i s h o r t i c u l t u r a l g e n u s I s
ded i ca ted to Ch .Vuy l s teke , a
Belgian orchidist.

These plants can be grown quite
easily and can stand quite a variety
of conditions. However, they seem
to prefer a slightly warmer position
i n t h e c o o l h o u s e t h a n t h e
odontoglossums, probably get t ing
this from the miitonia part of their
a n c e s t r y . G i v e t h e m h u m i d
conditions and they will thrive, and
flower pro fuse ly. Use as smal l a
container as possible; p lants wi l l

flower in a 5cm diameter pot. It pays
to put some "ballast" in the pot to
prevent it capsizing, or even put the
pot in another larger pot with a few
rocks from broken clay pots to hold
It firmly In position; for, nothing is
so disappointing as to break a spike
when it is just coming into flower.
(Quite a number of genera can be
treated similarly when spikes make
them top-heavy).

There is quite a large number of
beauti ful Vuylstekeara (veeool-
stake-ee-ah-ra) to choose from —
V u y I . E d n a ' S t a m p e r l a n d , '
Vuyl.Cambria 'Plush,' Vuyl.Monica
'Burnham' — to name a few I grow.

R e a d e r ' s
Contributions required

piease.
This space couid grow
faster than your orchid

piants.

LONGVIEW
ORCHIDS

Eric & Vorre i Jones
Main Waihi Rd, Bethlehem,

Tauranga

Quality Cymbidiums
S t a n d a r d s i r M i n i a t u r e s
M e r i c l o n e s ★ S e e d l i n g s
Over 300 var ie t ies to choose
f r o m , f o r C o m m e r c i a l a n d

Hobby growers.
Early to late flowering.
15cm to flowering size.

Visit us and compare our prices
and exceiient quaiity. We are
a i so fiask d i s t r i bu to r s f o r Sou th

P a c i fi c O r c h i d s L t d .



Get among
the winners

Make sure you get among the winners
with flasks and plants from

Adelaide Orchids,
outstanding prize winners at the

10th WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE,
Durban, South Afr ica-

Look at the prizes Adelaide Orchids won:
1 s t A N Y O T H K R ( O L O U R

C V M R I D I U M
1 s t N O V K L T Y C Y M B I D I U M .
R K S T T H R K K D I S T I N C T
C Y M B I D I U M S .
1 s t B K S T G R E K N C Y M B I D I U M .

B E S T C R E E N C Y M B I D I U M .
B E S T M I N I C Y M B I D I C M .
B E S T S P O I T E D S L I P P E R .
B E S T G R E E N O R Y E L L O W
S L I P P E R .

2 n d
1 s t
1 s t
1 s t

2 n d B E S T P I N K C Y M B I D I U M .
2 n d B E S T P O L Y C H R O M E

C Y M B I D I U M .
2 n d B E S T M I N I A T U R E .
2 n d B E S T 2 n d G E N E R AT I O N

M I N I A T U R E C Y M B I D I U M .
3 r d B E S T W H I T E C Y M B I D I U M ,
3 r d N O V E L T Y P A P H .

A L S O O N E M E D A L .

F I R S T R E L E A S E S
This year's Adelaide Orchid catalogue brings you
many first release and early flowering Cymbidiums.
Many exciting Cymbidium and Paphioj)edilum
Seedlings. Many past and future prize winners.
Many plants ideal for cut flower growers.

F R E E C A T A L O G U E
Write today to Brigitta Orchids for your free copy
of the 1982 Adelaide Orchid Catalogue.

All correspondence
s h o u l d b e d i r e c t e d t o

B R I G r i T A O R C H I D S
S o l e N e w Z e a l a n d O i s t r i b u t o r s f o r A d e l a i d e O r c h i d s

P. O . B O X 8 1 0 3 0 , W H E N U A P A I . P H O N E W E I 8 8 6 4 , 5 3 R I V E R L E A R O A D . W H E N U A P A I .
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S O U T H PA C I F I C
O R C H I D S L I M I T E D

NAPIER, NEW ZEALAND.
Telephone 442-990 — PO Box 4150, Napier

Well Grown Miniature Cymbldlum Orchids
Available from the Nursery Now

1. Amesbury 'St Patrick' HCC
2. (Amesbury x Peter Pan) 'Mikado'

3. Dag 'Dandy'

4. Dagonet 'Pink Beauty'
5. Enslkhan 'Alpha Orient'
6. (Hoosal X Voodoo) 'Cedarwood'

7. King Arthur 'Merl in'
8. King Arthur 'San Diego'
9. Mary Pinchess 'Limelight'
10. Oriental Legend 'Cinnamon'
11. Oriental Legend 'Enchantress'
12. Oriental Legend 'Golden Harvest'
13. Oriental Legend 'Wild Rose'
14 . Pe l leas 'Zuma '
15. (Pumilum x Sensation) 'Claret Veil'
16. Sharon 'Kermit' (Showgirl x Amesbury)
17. Swan Lake 'Snowcap'
18. (Sweetheart x Ann Green) 'Pink Gin'
19. Sylvia Miller 'Serendipity'

■Ex green
-Early green Orange/
red lip.

- Ye l l o w / g r e e n p u r e
c o l o u r

- P i n k
-Early pink
-Deep maroon brown
fragrant

-Bronze/yel low
-Light bronze
■Yellow green
-Light tan
-Soft pink
-Light yellow
-Deep pink
-Light brown
- O x b l o o d r e d
- G r e e n
- W h i t e
-Pink (soft)
-Bright yellow

$10.00 each plus $3.00 freight and packing per shipment In New
Zealand. New customers $5.00 deposit with each order please.
Contract aeed sowing and replating service. Write to the
Manager, Tony MInett for details.
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t f W n 2 w m
a s c H i D S .

(AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD.

FROM TODAY'S SEEDLINGS COME TOMORROW'S MERICLONES
Why not try a few of our proven and exclusive new crosses? We will

a low 50c off the listed price per plant If you buy five or more.

YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED

R O W L A N D & M c C A R L I E
Annandale Road, R.D. 1, Kumeu R O W M A C

O R C H I D S ^

M A N S E L L & H AT C H E R LT D
1982 New Flask Listing Now Available Free.

Containing 34 outstanding crosses.
Including:

Odm. Rossli Majus x 0dm. Pescadero 'Pink Glow'
Oda. Joe's Drum Rawdon AM/RHS x Philomel 'MIchie Donning' AM/RHS
Milt. Red Admiral Petunia AM/RHS x (Augusta x Robert Paterson) Craggwood
Oda. Memtor 'Craggwood' AM/RHS x Oda. Haniesto 'Mont Millais' AM/RHS
Vuyi. Eunice Taylor x Oda. Mem. Donald Campbell 'Redwood'
O d m . M o s e l l e x O d m . S t o n e h u r s t Ye l l o w
O d m . B i c t o n i e n s e ' A l b u m ' x O n c i d i u m C o n c o l o r

Orders to be placed by early October 1982
Established Odontoglossum and All ied Genera.

Plants listed in July issue. Most are still available but selling fast.
Also a large range of Cymbidium mericlones at competitive prices from flasks to

flowering plants.
For f ree l is ts send to :

TUCKER ORCHID SUPPLIES,
51 King Edward Avenue, Bayswater, Auckland 9

P H O N E : 4 5 6 - 6 9 2
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ORCHID
SEEDLINGS

Established in 5cm pots

S I C J E W E L B O X ' D A R K W AT E R S '
A M / A O S ( m e r l c l o n e ) $ 4 . 1
Clusters of r ich dark orange-red
flowers, vigorous and compact
p lan ts .
B R A S S I A L O N G I S S I M A $ 4 .
T h e l a r g e s t - fl o w e r e d B r a s s i a -
Incredlble green, yel low and
brown flowers 20—25cm long.
ONCIDtUM STACYI 'KNAPP' AM/OAS X
ONCIDIUM STACYI 'MERRIH ISLAND'
A M / A D S $ 4 . j
Striking rich brown, yellow and
orange flowers with crisped edges
on terete-leaved plants.
A E R I D E S C R A S S I F D L I U M X
A S C D O E N T R U M M I N I AT U M $ 3 . !
S p r a y s o f v i v i d r o s e - p u r p l e t o
orange flowers on small plants.
SCHDMBURGKIA THDMSDNIANA X
E N C Y C L I A M A R I A E $ 3 . !
I m a g i n e a t a w n y - y e l l o w fl o w e r
with a huge flaring marlae-type lip
In deep velvety purple on a
vigorous plant
A N G R A E C U M L E D N I S $ 4 . 1
F r a g r a n t h e a v y - t e x t u r e d c r e a m
fl o w e r s .
HDWEARA MINI-PRIM! X RDDRIGUEZIA
D E C D R A $ 3 . !
T h i s c o u l d b e e v e n b e t t e r t h a n
MInl-Prlml — with more and larger
fl o w e r s .
ASCDCENDA YIP SUM WAH X ^
A S G D C E N D A M I N I K A M $ 3 . !
L a r g e d a r k r e d fl o w e r s o f
exhibi t ion qual i ty.
BARKERIA LINDLEYANA ALBA $4.
Fast growing reedstem plants
with lovely 5cm white flowers with
faint pink flush.
O N C I D I U M C E B D L L E T A $ 3 .
Ye l l o w, r e d a n d b r o w n fl o w e r s
with very crisped edges.

Collection of all ID plants for $35. Please
add $2 for packing and letter rate
postage. Growing Instructions Included.

Orchid Species
P O B O X 2 D 3 9 R O T O R U A

L̂e ©aUleifa cSellefs
R.D.2 Waluku, South Auckiand

Phone: Otaua 753

Caryl & John Sellers

Cattieya, Dendrobium
Cymbldlum &

Oncidlum
Mini Fiasks

ex R.G. & I. Price, Queensland

$20.00

D O Y O U R E C E I V E O U R L I S T ?

D i r e c t f r o m T h a i i a n d , I n
quarantine now: Flowering sized

plants of

Cattieya Bow Beiis
(selected cut flower variety)

$25.00
O R D E R S A C C E P T E D
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C H A N G E S I N AT T I T U D E S
Y o u k n e w F e a t h e r h i l l p r o d u c e d fi n e
Cymbidiums and Odontoglossum Alliance. You
would expect them to do well at the Santa
B a r b a r a I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d S h o w w i t h t h e s e
genera. Right? Right!
B e s t M i n i a t u r e C y m b l d l u m 1 9 8 2 ( W i l d S i l k x

devonlanum) Featherhi l l "
Best Coloured Cymbldlum 1982 Sensation "ChlantI"

H C C / A O S
Best Odontoglossum Alliance 1982 Wllsonara Kendrlok

W i l l i a m s " F e a t h e r h i l l " A M / A O S
Best Specimen Plant Cymbldlum 1982 C. eburneum

"Coburg" CCM/AOS JC/AOS CA/CSA (by far the most
florlferous plant of C. eburneum every exhibited In
the U.S.)

BUT, If you thought that was all, it's time to change your
a t t i t u d e !

B e s t Ly c a s t e 1 9 8 2 Ly c a s t e Wy l d fi r e " C a r o l A n n "
F C C / A O S

Best Milton la 1982 Milton la Beethoven "Lyoth Tycoh"
A M / A O S

Best Cattleya 1982 Potlnara Flameout "Featherhill"

NO, we didn't win Best Standard Cymbidium but then
almost anyone can breed mid-season bloomers, our
nursery has made a specialty of ultra-early and ultra-late
blooming standards.
Customers throughout Australia and New Zealand have
b e e n e n j o y i n g s i m i l a r s u c c e s s e s t h i s S o u t h e r n
Hemisphere Spring.

FEATHERHILL EXOTIC PLANTS
(Andy & Carol Easton)

Santa Barbara, California, U.S.A.
Represented In New Zealand by John Hannah Orchids Ltd.



CHANGES IN LATITUDES
Q u e s t i o n :
What moves from 34y2°N to 38°S in a long,
drawn out, costly and tiring process?
A n s w e r :
An Orchid Nursery! To be specific. New
Zealand's new orchid nursery, Geyserland
Orchids, Is Featherhlll "down under."
Is Featherhill going to Hell?? Well, almost! Geyserland
Orchids is located at Tikltere or as It Is commonly
known, Hell's Gate, just outside the city of Rotorua.

Everything Is under wraps at present — the quarantine
requirements that you're all too familiar with. But, by
early 1983, New Zealand will finally have a broad-based,
diversified, orchid nursery of WORLD STANDING. We
don't have plans to add a selection of Pleurothallis
species but if you're looking for:

— Standard Cymbidiums for Export or Exhibition
— Miniature and Noveity Cymbidiums in a fuii color and

seasonal range
— Exhibition er Cut Flower Paphiopediiums
— A superb se lect ion of Odontogiossum a i l lance

intergenerics
— Cattieyas of ail types with some choice cooi-growing

c r o s s e s .
— S e i f i n g s a n d m e r i s t e m s o f s e l e c t e d f o r m s o f

interesting species.

Geyserland's offerings may be of interest to you

GEYSERLAND ORCHIDS LTD
P.O. Box 162, Rotorua

"Sooner or later you'll be buying orchids from Geyserland"
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O r c h i d L a b o r a t o r i e s
(Cushia & Philip Wyatt)

Our 1982 Colour Catalogue is now out.
It features some exciting NEW EXCLUSIVE CLONES

Rae James'Sigma'
A ra re re lease f rom the famous houses o f J im James o f Hami l ton .
This tall spiking clear white progeny of Hi-Rated Moonstone is a
true advance. Prepared exclusively by us for Jim.

(Earlyana x Kiata) 'Lyie'
A tall spiked decorative with most unusual colouring. Rusty gold
overlaid with red which fades to yield a rich bronze with a maroon
barred lip.
AND some OLD FAVOURITES

Burgundlan 'Chateau'
Despite its long life there is still a strong demand for this lovely
golden brown flower.

Tapestry 'Zita'
A tall spiked rich red flower — a real easy to grow production plant.

Touchstone 'Mahoghany'
A delightful miniature — flowers from a single growth — produced
for its pot plant appeal.
AND a listing of select seedling flasks from our own nursery and
t h a t o f J a c k B l a c k m a n f r o m T e K u i t i . B o t h M i n i a t u r e s a n d
S t a n d a r d s .
From the nursery we have excellent stocks of seedling community
pots (5 plants minimum) from Lambert Orchids.

Buy your plants from their original source. Beware of ,
re-hashed plant material. Only our plants are 100%
v i r u s c h e c k e d b y a n i n d e p e n d e n t a u t h o r i t y . r

O r c h i d L a b o r a t o r i e s
PHONE: (07127) 7095

62





ORCHID BOOKS
O R C H I D S

L & R
ORCHIDS

T H E S P E C I E S P E O P L E '
L o r r a i n e a n d R u s s e l l H u t t o n

We have one of the largest collections of
Species Orchids in N.Z.

We offer an extensive range of
spec ies seedl ings estab l is t ied
in 5cm pots — some available in

7 c m a n d 1 0 c m s i z e s

N E W S P E C I E S A R E B E I N G
A D D E D C O N T I N U O U S L Y

A lso a la rge number o f
divisions & flowering sized

plants available

W R I T E N O W F O R O U R L AT E S T L I S T S

L&R ORCHIDS
21 Jellicoe Avenue, Tuakau

P h o n e : 6 8 - 3 9 2

V I S I T O R S W E L C O M E

Please make prior arrangement
If possible

Send for FREE descriptive
i i s t o f w e l l o v e r 1 5 0
currently available Orchid
B o o k s . . . S e n t S u r f a c e
h A a l l a n y w h e r e I n t h e

world, postpaid!!!

T W I N O A K S
B O O K S

4343 Causeway Drive, Lowell,
Michigan U.S.A.

Phone: (616) 897-7479
M A S T E R C A R D A N D V I S A

MRS MARION WRIGHT
63 Hillcrest Ave.,

Northcote, Auckland, 10
P h o n e : 4 8 4 - 9 1 4

N Z A G E N T F O R :

Cymbldlum Farm, Adelaide,
South Australia

Latest Cymbldlum Flasks
Available (on forward order)

★ M I N I AT U R E S
★ N O V E LT I E S
★ S T A N D A R D S

- A L S O -

Divisions, Back Bulb Propagations and
well established mature plants

OPEN 7 DAYS WEEKLY 10am—4pm
A prior phone call appreciated

List available on request
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TOP QUALITY MINIATURE & NOVELTY MERICLONES
A range of colours to grace any collection. Available now or shortly.

Strong plants, some with growth.
V930 AMESBURY 'FRANK SUTTERY' Aug/Sept up to 30 dark

g r e e n fl o w e r s $ 1 0 e a .
AMESBURY'LEVIN'July/Aug long stems green, white lip $10 "

V925 FAIRY WAND 'RUBY WINE' AM/ADS Aug dark red mini $10
V918 IVY FUNG 'SULTAN' AM/AOS Sept dark red 5cm flowers $10 "
V821 LEODOGRAN 'CRADLEMONT' AM/AOS-ODC July/Aug rose pink

B / L $ 1 2 "
V934 MIMI'LUCIFER'HCC/ODC July rose/burgundy novelty $10 "
V942 MIMI 'SOPHIA'BA/CSA Aug/Sept deep wine $10
V91Q MIMI 'SACRAMENTO' HCC/AOS Greenish tan, spring 10 "
V935 MINI MINT 'MAXINE' HCC/AOS Early Aug light green pure

c o l o u r $ 1 2 "
V941 MINI SARAH 'JILLIAN' Sept pure colour. Seedling class

w i n n e r $ 1 2 "
V912 MINUET'REYNELLA'April/Sept orange miniature $10 "
V931 (PETER PAN x MATANA) 'ACROPOLIS' greens for Mother's

D a y $ 1 0 "
V817 PIPETA 'SUTHERLAND' Aug/Sept deep red maroon Mini $10 "
V914 STARBRIGHT 'CAPELLA' Early July long stems of pink

fl o w e r s $ 1 0 "
V929 SWAN LAKE'MARGOT'Sept cut flower or show novelty $10 "
V939 PELLEAS 'DEVONSHIRE' HCC/AOS Early Aug rust red novelty $10 "
ORDER 6 AND GET 1 EXTRA FREE. 12 AND GET 2 EXTRA FREE - OUR CHOICE

Further descriptions and pictures (colour) in VALLEY ORCHIDS and
BURKE ORCHIDS 1982 catalogues — 30c stamp please. Freight

free over $30 order.

$ 1 0 "
$ 1 0 "
$ 1 0 "
CHOICE

One each of these 3 terrific red standards for $20
TA P E S T R Y * 2 I TA ' TA P E S T R Y ' R E D D U K E '

M i n l e a f 1 5 c m
TA P E S T R Y ' C H E R R Y C I T Y '

Lots of exceptional goodies on our sales bench at our nursery

E ' S O R C H I D S
White Horse Drive, Mokorua Whakatane. Phone 88-648

or at our Agents:—

CONNELLY FLOWERS LTD
43 Nayland St. Sumner
C h r i s t c h u r c h . P h . 2 6 - 5 0 7 3

ROYLYN ORCHIDS
201 Eskdale Rd, Glenfield,
A u c k l a n d . P h . 4 8 2 - 3 5 2



John Haa\nah Orchids Ltd.
Paul & Bronwyn Leahy

Walters Road, R.D. 2, Papakura
P h o n e 2 9 8 - 4 2 8 7

0 MERICLONE FLASKS — CYMBIDIUMS
5s $15.00, 25s $45.00

Imported 40+ $75.00

0 SEEDLING FLASKS — CYMBIDIUMS
Standards $49.50 (approx. 45)
Miniatures $53.50 (approx. 45)

0 SEEDLING FLASKS — PAPHIOPEDILUM
Large range $42.50 (approx. 25)

D I S C O U N T S AVA I L A B L E F O R Q U A N T I T Y

We also have a large range of mericlone and seedling plants in 3"
pots at very competitive prices. Visit us and see our range, write
or phone for lists. Many old faithfuls and lots of new exciting

c l o n e s a n d c r o s s e s .

G E N U I N E W H O L E S A L E E N Q U I R I E S W E L C O M E

^ Sole New Zealand Agent for—

Featherhill Exotic Plants
Santa Barbara, California, U.S.A.

(ANDY & CAROL EASTON)


