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Resumption of Orchid
imports

Issued by Plant Health Diagnostic Station Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Levin
7 D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 9

B a c k g r o u n d 5 B e c a u s e o f t h e w a y c y m b i d i u m s
1 Since the Ministry stopped are grown and because TomRSV

issuing permits for the importa- is transmitted by nematodes
tion of orchids early last August living in the soil, tissue-cultured
additional information has been plants up to two years out of
sought about tomato r ingspot flasks are unl ikely to become
virus (TomRSV), a significant naturally infected with TomRSV.
d i s e a s e o f h o r t i c u l t u r a l c r o p s i n P s e u d o b u l b s , h o w e v e r , a r e
North America. Samples of usual ly obtained from plants ^
recen t l y impor ted cymb id ium seven yea rs o ld o r more and a re
p lan ts have a lso been tes ted . there fo re o f a less cer ta in v i rus

2 T h e s e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s h a v e r e - s t a t u s ,
v e a l e d n o f u r t h e r r e l e v a n t
informat ion and the only known Import Requirements
r e c o r d o f t h i s v i r u s o n P l a n t s i n s t e r i l e fl a s k s
c y m b i d i u m i s i n t h e c u l t i v a r 6 I m p o r t c o n d i t i o n s r e m a i n
Snowbird 'Jayhurst.' It therefore unchanged — an import permit
appears that TomRSV is uncom- or detention in post entry quar-
com in cymbidium, but this antine is not required. Provided
remains uncertain because only the plants are free from pest,
s m a l l s a m p l e o f p l a n t s h a v e d i s e a s e a n d c o n t a m i n a t i o n , a n d
b e e n t e s t e d . a c c o m p a n i e d b y a h e a l t h

3 The risk of plants becoming in- certificate entry will normally be
fected with pests and diseases permitted without further res-
i n c r e a s e s w i t h a g e . B e c a u s e t r i c t i o n .
cymbidium is now becoming a
significant horticultural crop in Cymbidium Plants/Pseudobulbs
New Zealand imports should be 7 With immediate effect the
confined to relatively small Ministry will consider applica-
numbers of healthy young plants tions to import cymbidiums on ^
that can be adequately the fo l lowing basis:
i n s p e c t e d . a P l a n t s t o h a v e b e e n r a i s e d b y

4 P l a n t s r a i s e d b y t i s s u e c u i t u r e t i s s u e c u l t u r e , n o t m o r e t h a n
may no t be f ree f rom v i rus and i t two years ou t o f flasks and

i s t h e r e f o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a t a l l g r o w n i n a s o i l - l e s s m e d i u m
mother plants be adequately on raised benches. The health
t e s t e d b e f o r e c u l t u r e s a r e t a k e n . c e r t i fi c a t e i s t o b e e n d o r s e d
N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e i s n o e v i - a c c o r d i n g l y . C o n s i d e r a t i o n
d e n c e a v a i l a b l e t o s h o w t h a t w i l l a l s o b e g i v e n t o p l a n t s n o t
To m R S V i s c o m m o n i n t i s s u e - m o r e t h a n t h r e e y e a r s o u t o f
c u l t u r e d o r c h i d s . fl a s k s , s u b j e c t t o a d d i t i o n a l

Essay Competition, big prizes to be won, enter now.
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tests being carried out before
e x p o r t .

b d o r m a n t p s e u d o b u l b s
( w i t h o u t r o o t s a n d f o l i a g e )
m a y b e i r n p o r t e d p r o v i d e d
10% of the plants from which
t h e b u l b s w e r e o b t a i n e d h a v e
b e e n v i r u s - t e s t e d b e f o r e

expor t and found f ree f rom
T o m R S V a n d o t h e r k n o w n
v i r uses . The accompany ing
h e a l t h c e r t i fi c a t e i s t o b e
endorsed accordingly,

c c o n s i g n m e n t s w i l l n o r m a l l y
b e l i m i t e d t o 5 0 0 p l a n t s /
pseudobu lbs and impo r te r s
wil l not normally be al lowed
m o r e t h a n t h i s q u a n t i t y i n
quarantine at any one t ime.
Annual imports will be limited
to 1,000 p lants/pseudobulbs
p e r i m p o r t e r p e r i m p o r t i n g
year (1 July to 30 June). These
t o t a l s a r e i n c l u s i v e o f a l l
orchid genera.

8 For the benefit of the hobbyist,
permits may be issued for up to
10 plants/pseudobulbs per year
without any endorsement to the
health cert ificate, provided the
plants are not larger than one
growth and two bu lbs . Those
who require larger numbers may
import:
a y o u n g p l a n t s a n d

pseudobu lbs i n acco rdance
wi th the condi t ions of para
graphs 7a, b and c above, or

b up to 100 plants not larger
t h a n o n e g r o w t h a n d t w o
bulbs, provided at least 10%
of the plants of each cultlvar/
variety have been virus tested
and samples of each cultlvar/
variety have been tested for
parasit ic nematodes prior to
export. The health certificate
is to be endorsed accordingly.

O t h e r G e n e r a
9 Consignments wil l normally be

l imited to 500 plants, wi th no
m o r e t h a n 5 0 0 p l a n t s i n
quarantine at any one time and a
maximum of 1,000 plants per
importer per year These totals
are inclusive of any cymbidium
imports.

1 0 I t w i l l b e i m p o r t a n t f o r
applicants to specify the genera
o f o r c h i d s r e q u i r e d b e c a u s e
s o m e a r e h o s t s t o r u s t d i s e a s e s .
Known rust host genera of which
the Ministry is aware are: Batem-
annia, Bletia, Bleti l la, Cattleya,
C y c n o c h e s , C y r t o p o d i u m ,
D i a c r i u m , E p i d e n d r u m ,
Huntleya, lonopsis, Laelia, Lock-
h a r t i a , L y c a s t e , O n c i d i u m ,
O n d o n t o g l o s s u m , O r n i t h o c -
epha l i s , Pha ius , Po lys tachya ,
R o d r i g u e z i a , S c h o m b u r g k i a ,
Spathige, Stanhopea and Trigon-
i d i u m . I m p o r t a t i o n s o f t h e s e
genera from Mexico, Central and
S o u t h A m e r i c a w i l l b e l i m i t e d t o
dormant pseudobu lbs (w i thout
leaves) if possible. If this is not
possible a limit of 10 susceptible
plants per consignment wil l be
Imposed on genera that do not
p r o d u c e p s e u d o b u l b s . I t w i l l
t h e r e f o r e b e n e c e s s a r y f o r
applicants to specify whether or
not pseudobulbs are available.

Post Entry Quarantine Requirements
11 Imported plants (except those in

sterile flasks) must be grown in
quarantine on an approved site
for a period after arrival. This
can often be on the importer's
property. If the plants are to be
quarantined in:
a a greenhouse, there should be

no other plants in the green
house. Alternatively a section

Essay Competition, 2500—3000 words, any Orchid subject, enter now.
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o f t h e g r e e n h o u s e m a y b e
sealed off permanent ly wi th
i t s o w n s e p a r a t e o u t s i d e
e n t r a n c e ,

b a structure other than a green
house , the impor ted p lan ts
s h o u l d b e n o t l e s s t h a n 5 0
m e t r e s f r o m p l a n t s o f t h e
same genus and not less than
2 0 m e t r e s f r o m a n y o t h e r
p l a n t s ( e x c l u d i n g l a w n o r
pas tu re ) . A l te rna t i ve l y they
may be grown in an "insect-
proof" screenhouse not less
t h a n 5 m e t r e s f r o m o t h e r
plants of different genera.

1 2 A p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s a n d
addi t iona l in format ion may be
o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e M i n i s t r y ' s
l o c a l F i e l d O f fi c e r .

1 3 W h e n m a k i n g a p p i i c a t i o n t o
import orchids it is important to:
a speci fy the genera required

a n d , i n t h e c a s e o f
cymbidium, the type of plant
e.g. less than two years out of
flask, dormant pseudobulbs.

b state whether dormant pseud
o b u l b s a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r r u s t
host genera (refer paragraph
10).

c s p e c i f y t h e r e a s o n f o r
i m p o r t i n g e . g . p e r s o n a l
hobby, eventua l resa le , cu t
fl o w e r p r o d u c t i o n a n d
w h e t h e r i t i s i n t e n d e d t o t a k e
t i s s u e c u l t u r e s ,

d w h e t h e r f a c i l i t i e s a r e a v a i l
able to dip and spray imported
p l a n t s s h o u l d t h i s b e
required.

G e n e r a l
14 Imports should be confined to

plants that are as small/young
as pract icable and should not
exceed one new growth and two

bulbs or the equivalent per plant.
I n t h e p a s t , l a r g e I m p o r t e d
plants have been found infested
wi th insects, for which an in-
sect ic idal d ip is of ten ineffec
tive. When future consignments
a r e f o u n d t o b e i n f e s t e d o n
arr ival they may be fumigated
with methyl bromide, reshlpped
or destroyed at the Importer 's
risk and expense.

1 5 B e c a u s e o f t h e l a c k o f
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t To m R S V a n d
rust diseases the Ministry may
impose further restrictions with
o u t n o t i c e s h o u l d s i g n i fi c a n t
n e w i n f o r m a t i o n b e c o m e a v a i l
able. Al ternat ively the Ministry
may vary some of the above con
d i t i o n s i f , f o r e x a m p l e ,
a d d i t i o n a l t e s t s a r e c a r r i e d o u t
before export.

Dannevirke Society News
We started our society 16 months ago as a

small group with only 23 members at the first
meeting. We now have 40 members and the
society has not looked back.

We have over the past 12 months received
so many inquiries from children that we now
have a junior section. This has so far proved
to be very popular and the ages of junior
members range from 9—16 years.

The junior section lasts unti l the member
fi n i s h e s s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l . T h e m e m b e r s
attend all of the meetings regularly and show
great interest.

I n o u r fi r s t y e a r w e h e l d a d i s p l a y o f
o r c h i d s i n t h e p i c t u r e t h e a t r e f o y e r i n
conjunction with the towns Market Day. This
c r e a t e d a l o t o f i n t e r e s t a s w e h a d a b o u t 6 0
plants on display also a flowering miniature
a s a r a f fl e w h i c h i n c r e a s e d b o t h o u r fi n a n c i a l
and membership position.

We wi l l be ho ld ing another d isp lay th is
year but at this stage we do not know when.
Last t ime i t was in October and as some o f us
i n t e n d t o b e a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e w e w i l l n o t b e
a b l e t o fi x a d a t e a t t h i s t i m e .

Essay Competition, entries to Editor, SOB Waiwaka Tee., New Ptymouth.
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CYMBIDIUM COMPANIONS (CONTINUED)

Ros Bickerstaff, 12 Enfield Rd. Napier.

DENDROBIUM,Swar tz
M o s t o f t h e , o l d e r v a r i e t i e s o f

epiphytes started their horticultural
l i f e , k n o w n a s D e n d r o b i u m s ,
because this name means "living in
a tree" (dendron — a tree; bios —
life). It was not until years later that
t h e y w e r e s e p a r a t e d i n t o o t h e r
g e n e r a . A l t h o u g h m a n y o f t h e
d e c i d u o u s ( n o b i i e ) d e n d r o b i u m s
can be grown with cymbidiums they
need specia l t reatment to induce
them to flower. They grow from
India through South East Asia to the
E a s t , a n d d o w n i n t o A u s t r a l i a ,
Polynesia and even to New Zealand
(D.cunninghamii). Naturally, our
o w n s p e c i e s g r o w s e a s i l y w h e n
given a sunny, humid location with
plenty of fresh air.

T h e ' n o b i i e ' o r d e c i d u o u s
variet ies which come mainly from
the highlands of the Himalayas,
Burma, and South East Asia are in
t h e m o n s o o n a r e a . T h i s m e a n s t h a t
they need a warm, moist spot for
their summer growth and a change
to a cool, dry position for the winter.
I change their conditions on Anzac
Day (25th April), and keep them dry
and cooler by covering them and
giving a little more shade. Wait until
flower buds are well developed
before recommencing watering;
make sure that this is just enough to
lightly damp the compost, for, if you
water too heaviiy at this stage the
fl o w e r b u d s f o r m n e w p l a n t l e t s
instead. If this happens, wait until
theseplantlets have well developed
roots (about 5cm) before removing
them and po t t ing them up . A f te r
fl o w e r i n g , g i v e n o r m a l s u m m e r
conditions again.

M a n y A u s t r a l i a n d e n d r o b e s
flower naturally in our New Zealand
conditions. However, D.speciosum
and D.kingianum give best results,
for me, when I give them fuil sun
and no water for about six weeks
during February-March. They grow
on rocks in fuil sun, so why should
we change their growth habits from
w h a t t h e y a r e u s e d t o i n t h e i r
homeland? D.falcorostrum, and the
h y b r i d s , D . B a r d o R o s e a n d
D.Delicatum, grow easily in our
c o n d i t i o n s .

I am growing nearly fifty species
and var iet ies at the moment. Not a l l
flower each year — it depends on
the weather we get, especially in the
s u m m e r m o n t h s , a s m o s t n e e d
plenty of sun and warmth.

WINTER SHOW
D AT E S

N.Z.O.S.
Mt Alber t War Memor ia l Hal l .
July 10th, 11th, & 12th.
GOLDEN COAST O.S .
Paraparaumu Memorial Hall
July 26th, 11 am to 5 pm
July 27th, 10 am to 4 pm.
WAIKATOO.S. ( lnc . )
Ferry Bank Lounge, Hamilton.
July26th, Spmtoll pm.
Show & Social evening.
W E L L I N G T O N O . S .
July —
For further particulars in respect of
d a t e a n d p l a c e , p l e a s e w r i t e t o
Secretary, Mr L. Wyatt, 43 Hardy
Street, Waterloo, Lower Hutt.

Essay Competition extended, get your entries In now.
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PUKEKURA CORMER

By George Fuller, N.D.H. (N.Z.),
Curator Pukekura Park, New Plymouth

S a r c o c h i l u s h a r t m a n n i i F v M
I fi r s t s a w t h i s A u s t r a i i a n o r c h i d

i n t h e c o l i e c t i o n a t K e w G a r d e n s
and we l l r emember a s t r ugg l i ng
p l a n t w h i c h h a d t h r u s t u p t i n y
blooms of purest white, sparkl ing
crystal l ine in texture and centred
w i t h r e d . W e a k a s i t w a s , i t
p o s s e s s e d a b e a u t y I h a v e n o t
forgotten.

M y n e x t e n c o u n t e r w a s a t
Pukekura many years later in the
e a r l y s t a g e s o f f o r m i n g t h e

c o l l e c t i o n . F r o m s e v e r a l s o u r c e s
came robust mult i-stemmed plants
which I had the greatest difficulty in
associating with that ailing treasure
I h a d s e e n a t K e w . I p u t t h e
discrepancy down to cl imat ic and
cultural differences — a judgement
w h i c h h a s s i n c e b e e n p r o v e n
suspect, for it now seems apparent
t h a t a t a n e a r l y s t a g e i n t h i s
country's orchid growing history, an
abnormal ly robust and flor i ferous
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f o r m o f S . h a r t m a n n i i w a s
in t roduced and has become very
widespread.

Being a relative of the vandas,
w i t h t h i c k r o o t s t h a t w a n d e r a n d
c l i ng , one wou ld expec t t ha t
S . h a r t m a n n i i w a s a t r u e c l i m b e r i n
i t s n a t i v e h a b i t a t a n d i n d e e d i t i s
s o m e t i m e s f o u n d o n t r e e s b u t i s
more typically found on rocks or
cliff-faces in full sun in the general
coastal region of the Queensland —
New South Wales boundary, it is not
common in the wi ld .

i f we take a young, single-lead
p lan t o f t he f o rm mos t common
here, it is best described as looking
like a paphiopediium but with much
fleshier leaves, (i recall hearing of
a plant being purchased as a
s l ipper ) . The leaves approx imate
15cm long, 4cm wide and have
slightly asymmetric tips. It has a very
strong tendency to branch at the
base allowing for rapid increase or
a l te rna t i ve l y g rowth i n to a l a rge
specimen. Because of the great
bulk of the leaves, the plant tends to
hang, but can be encouraged to
climb up a backing support such as
t r e e f e r n . i t t h r i v e s i n a c o n t a i n e r
made of t reefern, in to which the
roots penetrate but it is adaptable
to other methods of cul ture.

A s i s w e l l e v i d e n c e d i n M r s
White's plant illustrated, the purest
white, crystal l ine, almost dazzl ing
3cm wide blooms are produced on
40cm pendulous spikes up to 20 on
each. The three sepals dominate
and at the base of ai l segments,
b o t h i n s i d e a n d o u t a r e c r i m s o n
s p o t s i n v a r i a b l e a m o u n t s
according to the part icular c lone.
Flowering is in August, September
a n d O c t o b e r .

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T
T h a n k y o u W H A N G A R E I O R C H I D
SOCIETY for your generous donat ion of
$ 1 0 0 . 0 0 t o t h e m a g a z i n e f u n d . T h i s
ass i s tance i s much app rec ia ted as we
work continually to improve theiournal.

S First New Zealand S
S International Orchid

Conference
Blerslie Racecourse, Auckland

0ctab8r15-19,1980
Registration forms are now available fromB

The Conference Secretary, k

SSP.O. Box 33-493, |JT a k a p u n a , 9
A U C K L A N D , 9 S

Sltie registration fee is $27.50 per person,
1 payable by 30 June, 1980.
Late registrations up until 31 August, 1980

will be accepted at $35.00 per person.

The registration fee entitles registrants to
attendance at the opening cocktai l party
a n d s h o w p r e v i e w o n W e d n e s d a y , !
October 15, and the Conference papers

SA copy of the Conference Proceed-Jings, admission to the Show, and badges S
1 are also provided

J Additional ex5 functions as the iI functions as the Closing Banquet and the
Maori Hangi and pr ices are detai led on
the registration form.

This is the first time that so many New
Zealand Orchid growers will be assembled
at one function — overseas registrationsĵ
n u m b e r s e v e r a l h u n d r e d . S

WE WELCOME YOU ALL S

N O T E
A l l e x h i b i t o r s w h o l i v e o v e r 8 0 k m s f r o m
t h e d i s p l a y c o m p l e x a t E l l e r s l i e m a y
present cut Cymbid ium spikes for show
a n d a w a r d j u d g i n g . M a k e y o u r o w n
arrangements for non flowering plants to
u s e a s a b a s e .

Essay Competition, 2500—3000 words, any Orctiid subject, enter now.
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NEW ZEALAND INDIGENOUS ORCHIDS
by Albert H. Blackmore

(Continued from last issue)

16 QASTRODIA has three species,
name ly sesamo ides , cunn ing -
hamii and minor. They are ter
r e s t r i a l .

G - s e s a m o i d e s

a Sesamoides, found mostly north
of 42° latitude in open forest and
scrub. F lowers droop to fo rm
bel l l ike flower, coloured l ight
b r o w n w i t h l o n g c a l l l m u c h
crested. Column almost as long
a s t h e l a b e l l u m . F l o w e r s D e c
ember and January.

G. cunn inghami i

cunninghamll, not uncommon In
dark shaded places, but easily
overlooked, from Bay of Islands
t h r o u g h o u t t h e b o t h I s l a n d s .
Flowers brownish or greenish,
mottled with paler knobs, adja
cent plants sometimes contrast
ing in colour. Unlike sesamoides
It has very short column. Flow
ers December and January,
m i n o r, t h i s s p e c i e s I s t o b e
found In both Islands In shady
scrub or deep woods. Most coll
ections from about Lake Taupo
and Well ington also from Dun-
edln, Lake Manapourl and Wal-
tuna Lagoon, Southland. Princi
pa l l y I f no t exc lus ive ly under
L e p t o s p e r m u m . I n s h a d y
m a n u k a b u s h n e a r D u n e d l n .
Flowers along long erect stem.
Each flower 10mm long, brown
i s h I n c o l o u r . L a b e l l u m n a r r o w
— o b l o n g , l o n g m e d i a n c a l l l
rather simple. Column very short.
Flowering period December and
January.

Essay Competition, entries to Editor, SOB Walwaka Tee., New Plymouth.
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1 7 Y O A N I A a t e r r e s t r i a l , h a s o n e
species, namely australis found
in Nor th is land forest floor. P lant
a t fl o w e r i n g s o m e t i m e s 2 0 c m
t a l l . I t h a s r h i z o m e 3 t o 5 m m
diameter, much branched, bear
ing tufts of long, fine, colourless
h a i r s . S t e m e r e c t a n d u n b r a n c h -

ed , pa le rose co lour. F lowers
brownish with white tips.

1 8 B U L B O P H Y L L U M h a s t w o N e w
Z e a l a n d s p e c i e s , n a m e l y
p y g m a e u m a n d t u b e r c u l a t u m .
T h e y a r e e p i p h y t i c o n f o r e s t
t r e e s .

a p y g m a e u m , f o u n d I n b o t h I s
lands. Plants forming a spread
ing mat up to 10cm or more In
diameter. Rhizomes thread like,
firmly fixed to substratum by
m a n y r o o t s o f s i m i l a r s i z e ;
pseudo-bulbs 3 to 5mm diameter
becoming much wr ink led w i th
age. Flowers, solitary come from
the base of pseudo-bulbs, floral
bract whitish and hairy. October
fl o w e r s .

t u b e r c u l a t u m , f o u n d N o r t h
Is land. The p lant wraps I tse l f
around trunks of trees, making a
tight clump. Flowers one to sev
e r a l c o m e , f r o m t h e b a s e o f
pseudo-bulb 4mm long. Whitish
except labellum. Sepals are not
hairy, label lum br ight ly vermi l
ion red, with central yellow line.
Flowers May.

Essay Competition extended, get your entries in now.
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Rediscovery of the Underground Orchid
Rhizanthella gardnerl R.S. Rogers.

byA.S. George. Western Australian Herbarium
On 26 May 1979 Lou John McGuiness, a farmer at Munglinup east of

Ravensthorpe, turned over a dead tree root and unearthed a speciman of
Rh izanthe l la gardner l . I t was the s ix th such chance find ing o f th is
intr iguing underground orchid and the first since 1959. Mr McGuiness
brough the speciman to the Western Austra l ian Herbar ium where i ts
identity was confirmed on 28 May.

On 1 June I visited his property were developing and it appears that
a n d w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f fi v e t h i s v e g e t a t i v e p r o p a g a t i o n g i v e s
enthusiasts located 10 more plants, rise to clones. Two groups each of
It was the first opportunity to study four plants had apparently formed
their growth habits in situ and in this way, although they were no
excavate them. Plants were located longer connected by living tissue,
by searching for slightly raised, The flowers were deep burgundy
c r a c k e d m o u n d s s u c h a s a r e m a d e w i t h w h i t e o v a r i e s , w h i l e t h e b r a c t s
by fungi before breaking the were translucent white and rather
surface. In eight cases no part of waxy texture. A sweet but faint
the plant was visible above ground, scent similar to that of Caladenia
b u t i n t h e o t h e r t w o , w h e r e l e a f l i t t e r a p h y l l a w a s p r o d u c e d . N o
had accumulated to a depth of 1—2 observations on poll ination were
cm, a smal l ho le about 1cm across recorded; perhaps the day was
had been formed by the invo lucra l unsu i tab le , s ince a s t rong, co ld
bracts pushing outwards. Although north wind was blowing and the sky
the flowers remained bejow ground was almost overcast,
l e v e l t h e t i p s o f t h e b r a c t s w e r e A f u r t h e r v i s i t t o e x a m i n e t h e
sl ight ly above i t whether or not orchids was made on 1 August. By
c o v e r e d b y a s o i l " l i d " . F u r t h e r t h i s t i m e t h e p l a n t s h a d fi n i s h e d
observations by Don Voigt and a flowering. All had developed a hole
s u b s e q u e n t v i s i t o n 1 A u g u s t i n t h e s o i l s u r f a c e b u t h a d n o t
s h o w e d t h a t a l l t h e p l a n t s g r o w n u p w a r d s a t a l l . T h e p e r i a n t h s
even tua l l y deve loped a ho le du r ing were w i the r ing the b rac ts had
flowering. The orchids occurred in mostly dried and turned brown. In
ye l l ow-b rown sandy c l ay. The mos t cases t he ova r i es we re i n tac t
v e g e t a t i o n w a s m a l l e e - b r o o m b u s a n d a p p e a r e d t o b e d e v e l o p i n g
wi th Mela leuca un.c inata the most fur ther. One p lant , however, had
f requent shrub. As wi th prev ious been s t r ipped o f i ts flowers whi le
finds the orchids grew close by the another had died and begun to
bases of the Melaleuca. Mal lees dis integrate. Al though now open to
inc luded Euca lyp tus redunca, the a i r the p lan ts were no eas ie r to
E.spathulata, E.flocktoniae and locate than when covered with soil,
E . p i l e a t a . s i n c e t h e y b l e n d e d w i t h t h e l e a f

The orchids had a horizontal l i t ter. Some sand had also lodged in
r h i z o m e f r o m t h r e e t o 1 2 c m b e l o w t h e h e a d s . A f u r t h e r v i s i t i s t o b e
t h e s u r f a c e . N e w l a t e r a l r h i z o m e s m a d e t o c o l l e c t m a t u r e s e e d .

Essay Competition, big prizes to be won, enter now.
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COOL HOUSE
T O P I C S

P L E I O N E S
by Phil Mayhead. 360 Carrington Street,

New Plymouth

The common name for this genus
of beautiful and appealing species
Is the Crocus Orchid, Indeed If one
Imagines Cattleya-IIke flowers on a
Crocus one has a good mental
picture of these plants.

They are also grown by alpine
enthus ias ts as we l l as o rch id lovers
In the UK where they were once
known as the WIndow-sl l l Orchid.
There are about 20 species, mainly
Spring or Autumn flowering, and are
found in South-East Asia, Formosa,
China, and the Himalayas. The
C o e l o g y n e s a r e t h e i r n e a r e s t
r e l a t i v e s .

Some hybridising Is being done
within the genus and the following
species have appeared In recent
lists of New Orchid Hybrids of the
RHS — bulbocodloldes, formosana,
humllls, limprlchtll, pogonloldes,
and yunnanensls.

The main species grown In New
Zealand at present Is P.formosana,
(synonym pricel), a glorious native
of Formosa. They are high altitude
plants found between 1,300 metres
and 3,000 metres; and range In
colour from palish pink to deep
pink , w i th an a lba fo rm as we l l .
Varietal names have been given to
the more dist inct forms, 'Or iental
Splendour' being the best known
o v e r s e a s .

Cult ivation — I plant the bare
purplish-green bulbs close together
In shallow pans using cymbid mix.

This Is usually around 20 August
and they flower In early October.
This year will be quite Important to
get that flowering period correct for
the 'B ig Show. ' The flower buds
come up In the centre of the new
growths, and seven flowers off one
bulb remains my best. Watering and
some feeding of weak strength
fertilizer — Maxicrop, Atlas Fish,
NItrophoska, etc. Is carried on well
into late Autumn, and around May-
June the foliage yellows, then goes
brown and drops off. At this stage
watering Is stopped and the made
u p b u l b s a r e d r i e d o f f . T h i s I s
around early July.

This Is the Important part! Most
people who fall with this species do
so because they slow down with the
watering In January or thereabouts
when the bulbs are only half made
up, the plants dry out and naturally
the leaves tend to yellow. This Is
taken as a sign of maturity so they
dry them off altogether, the bulbs
then shrivel away as they are
nowhere near ripe. So, keep up the
water ing unt i l Winter and le t the
plants tell you when they have had
enough.

As the old bulb withers away
while feeding the new growths
small bulblets form on the top.
These are planted the next Season,
about half their depth, while the
m a i n b u l b s a r e p u s h e d I n t h e
c o m p o s t m u c h I n t h e m a n n e r o f
S h a l l o t s .

M e a l y b u g s a r e t h e i r w o r s t
e n e m y .

These cultural notes are only for
P.formosana, the Autumn flowering
ones never go completely dormant
evidently, but I understand the basic
needs are perhaps simi lar for al l
species.

Essay Competition, 2500 — 3000 words, any Orchid subject, enter now.
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C L E O ' S M E L O D Y ' B R O N W Y N '

The cross was made by York Meredith of Willandra
Orchid Company, Little Willandra Road, Dee Why,
Sydney, NSW.

The owner and grower of 'Bronwyn,' Mr Norm Wood of
Pa lmers ton Nor th , purchased a flask o f seed l ings
(Arcadian Melody x Cleo Sherman) from Dos Pueblos,
A u s t r a l i a i n 1 9 6 8 .

A Big percentage of this flask have been top quality,
predominately whites to soft yellow and one or two
showing pink tones.

The cross was registered by R.J. Dean, NSW in 1974.

Essay Competition, entries to Editor, 30B Waiwaka Tee., New Plymouth.
1 2 4



M A S D E VA L L I A a n d D R A C U L A
by Ron Whitten

In the early days of orchid cultivation the Masdevalllas were very popular
and a number of hybrids were raised despite difficulties in handling the
small pollinia and in inducing the scanty seed to germinate and grow,
interest in these showy,spectacular forms waned but the last ten years has
seen a resurgence in their cultivation and hybridisation.

T h e m o s t d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e o f M o s t M a s d e v a l l l a s a n d D r a c u i a s
these small, pseudobuibiess plants come from high altitudes in tropical
i s t h e u n u s u a l t r i a n g u l a r s h a p e o f A m e r i c a w h e r e d a y t i m e
the flowers. The l ip, petals and temperatures rarely exceed 25
column are very much reduced and degrees C and light frosts are not
the sepals exagerated In size, often unknown. Mists and heavy rains
with long tails. The red, orange and keep the vegetation constantly
purplish colours of some species moist. The air is in constant
such as veitchiana, coccinea and movement and remains humid at all
m i l i t a r i s m a k e t h e s e s o m e o f t h e t i m e s . T h e s e o r c h i d s l a c k
m o s t s p e c t a c u l a r o f o r c h i d s . p s e u d o b u l b s b u t t h e i r r o o t s .

The genus DRACULA was only growing through moss and lichens
recently (1978) formed for over 70 on the trees and rocks, are kept
s p e c i e s g r o u p e d a r o u n d c o n s t a n t l y m o i s t . T h e s e
Masdevaliia chimaera. Don't let environmental factors give us a
s in is ter sounding names l ike gu ide as to how to grow these
D r a c u l a v a m p i r i n a , D r a c u i a f a s c i n a t i n g o r c h i d s . T h e p r i m e
chimaera and Dracula gorgona put requi rement is for a moist , cool
you o f f g row ing these o rch ids , a tmosphere . L igh t shou ld be
Although not as brightly coloured as moderately bright, similar to that
some Masdevalllas the unusual required for Paphiopediiums and
colour patterns of many of the less than that for Cymbidlums.
species make them qui te Plenty of a i r movement is required
spectacular in their own r ight . to prevent the development of

Dracula and Masdevali ia may be fungal diseases. The exact
distinguished from each other quite composition of the mix does not
readily on vegetative features. The appear to be Important so long as it
leaves of Dracula are fairly thin with is free draining but moist: soggy,
a sharp dorsal keel on the midrib, stale mix will cause a rapid
while those of Masdevaliia are more deterioration in the plant's health,
fleshy. The small petals and lip of Our plants are grown in Becks mix
Masdevaliia are similar in size but in with the addition of a little chopped
Dracula the lip is larger than the sphagnum moss. Do not allow the
petals and divided into two parts, mix to dry out completely! Most
the outer part expanded, of ten Dracuias have pendant spikes
resembling a mushroom with fine somewhat comparable to those of
r a d i a t i n g r i b s . S t a n h o p e a a n d s h o u l d b e g r o w n i n a

Essay Competition extended, get your entries in now.
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b a s k e t i f t h e s p i k e s a r e n o t t o
r e m a i n b u r i e d i n t h e m i x .

A s t h e p l a n t s a r e i n c o n s t a n t
growth dilute fertilizer may be used
t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r b u t l e s s
frequently in winter when growth is
s l o w .

L a r g e s p e c i m e n p l a n t s a r e
difficult, but not impossible, to grow
as the center of the plant tends to
d i e o u t . D i v i s i o n s o f t h e p l a n t s
s h o u l d n o t b e l e s s t h a n 1 2 t o 1 5

growths if they are not to suffer too
m u c h o f a s e t b a c k .

Given cool, moist, airy conditions
M a s d e v a l l i a s a n d D r a c u l a s a r e
e a s i l y g r o w n a n d r e q u i r e l i t t l e
attention. If the opportunity arises
to obtain one of these plants take it.
Once it flowers you may find that,
l ike me, you become addicted to
t h e m .

S U N V A L L E Y
O R C H I D S

CATTLEYAS: the best selection of
Beale's seedlings now up to flowering
s i z e .

Our stock must inc lude many future
pr ize winners. Th is is your chance to
own something quite unique!

F R E E L I S T S O N R E Q U E S T

//'/// ■ /]

P E K A

Irrigation nozzles for light, overhead
watering and liquid feeding.

N E W
p o l y p r o p y l e n e

F L O W E R S L E E V E S
f o r

O R C H I D S

n o w a v a i l a b l e i n 2 s i z e s .
2 8 0 m m x 6 0 0 m m
2 3 0 m m x 4 3 0 m m

FLASKS: select Cymbidium stand
a r d a n d m i n i a t u r e m e r i c l o n e s a l s o a v a i l
a b l e f r o m :

N Z P L A N T L A B O R AT O R I E S

Have you inspected our range of
interesting crosses too?

For all this tantalising news write to:

SUN VALLEY ORCHIDS
P.O. Box 9661,

Newmarket , Auck land

P r o t e c t y o u r b l o o m s d u r i n g
transport wi th st ra ight s leeves,

h o l e d f o r v e n t i l a t i o n .

Ask for samples and prices from:

Western Growers Supplies Ltd
P.O. Box 47 K u m e u

1 2 6



NORTHLAND
ORCHID

LABORATORY
NORLAB

O r c h i d
Species

Keith & Shirley Goodwin

B o x 2 0 3 9
R O T O R U A

CYMBIDIUMS
From Flask to Flower

All orders and enquiries to:
Craig and Jill Kearney,

Simons Road,
R.D. 9 Whangarei

P h o n e : 2 6 - 7 9 7
C a b l e s : N o r e x

Original orchids as yet unsurpassed for
fragrance, delicacy and uniqueness of
form. Add variety and Interest to your
c o l l e c t i o n . W r i t e f o r o u r l i s t s o f
seedlings and flowering sized divisions
from our large stock of Latin American
and Asian species.

Visitors by arrangement. Phone: 53-113
R o t o r u a .

WATT'S
BOOKSHOP LTD

Important new orchid book
' O R C H I D G E N E R A

I L L U S T R A T E D "

by Tom and Marion Sheenan
Published early 1979; just arrived in New

Z e a l a n d .

Size of book: 22cm x 29cm; 207 pages
Illustrations: 61 colour pages plus

50 black and white drawings

Pr ice $44.95
(freight free in NZ)

Re-order your copy now from:

Wa t t ' s B o o k s h o p L t d
Box 26, Morrinsvilie (Ph. 6008)

HADFIELD
ORCHIDS

(Norman G. Wood)

4 0 9 T r e m a i n e A v e n u e
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h

# PHONE 83-489 #

Quality Cymbidiums
MERICLONES # SEEDLINGS
B A C K B U L B P R O P A G A T I O N S

D I V I S I O N S

Enquiries and Visitors Welcome
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C O N F E R E N C E
C O U N T D O W N

FLYING TO AUCKLAND FOR THE
C O N F E R E N C E ? . . . . .

A I R N E W Z E A L A N D h a v e o f f e r e d 1 0 % d i s c o u n t
vouchers to registrants flying to Auckland from other
New Zealand centres. You will need your voucher
before making your bookings. The vouchers are
available from The Conference Secretary.
REGISTRANTS ... please make sure the Registration
Form accompanies your remittance. The forms
contain information vital to our record keeping and we
cannot accept monies without them.

T H E C O N F E R E N C E C A L E N D A R
is now available and orders may be placed through
your Society. It is probably the first 1981 Calendar in
circulation at this time, and as a limited edition has
been printed, it would be wise to place your order at an
early date.

A SET OF SIX COASTERS
is also being prepared as a Conference souvenir. The
set depicts various genera grown by New Zealanders,
and these will also be pre-sold through New Zealand
S o c i e t i e s

1 2 8



D E N D R O B I U M S
Flasks of Yamamoto type Dendrobiums: PERMOS 'GLORY' x

MALONES (Expect deep mauves of top shape) 20 & 25 plants —
Price $30 & $35.

Also available — flowering sized plants, divisions and propagations
of ex-Yamamoto stock from $5 to $35.

S P E C I E S
D e n d r o b i u m fl a v i fl o r u m ( n o w k n o w n a s D . c l a v a t u m
'aurantiacum') from Taiwan, giving us beautiful golden yellow
blooms every Xmas. Flowers several years on each cane. Small
seedlings of several canes $8 each.

C Y M B I D I U M S
Surplus export or show bench type meric lones: TAL CRAIG
'SUTHERLAND' (formerly Profusion x Sandpiper 'Sutherland')
very late flowering bright pink tetraploid. Upright spike and good
flower count. 25—45cm leaf length, sturdy plants. $8 each 25 or

more. $10 each singles.

PARADISE ORCHID NURSERIES
Box 2107, Tauranga South

1 2 9



W I Z P A C K E R *
A revolutionary new packaging concept as seen on
T.V.N.Z., designed for commercial cut flower growers by
New Zealands original Cymbldium orchid export
company.
B e a t r i s i n g f r e i g h t r a t e s b y
u t i l i s i n g t h e l a t e s t s c i e n t i fi c
technology — packaging of cut
fl o w e r s a n d p l a n t s i n t o
p o l y t h e n e s l e e v e s b e c o m e s a «
r e a l i t y w i t h t h e ' W I Z PA C K E R ' U
m a c h i n e e n a b l i n g y o u t o : < x* Get speed and economy with

m a x i m u m t r a n s p o r t
p r o t e c t i o n . y j

* No test tube water supply or

packaging material other thanp o l y t h e n e s l e e v e a n d y ^ ^
packaging tape is required. ^ n \V^* Phenomenal savings in pack-

a g i n g m a t e r i a l , p a c k i n g ^
labour and airfreight charges.

* L ightweight and portable —

package flowers wherever it is
c o n v e n i e n t .

* U s e t h e ' W I Z P A C K E R ' f o r

o t h e r t a s k s s u c h a s fi l l i n g
planter bags.

Proven for use during the 1979
e x p o r t s e a s o n o n t h e U S A ,
J a p a n e s e a n d C o n t i n e n t a l
fl o w e r m a r k e t s . = = a

Order your 'WIZPACKER' now to ensure delivery for this
export season. Priced at $285.00 f.o.b. Whakatane.
For further details please contact:

H E P B U R N O R C H I D S LT D
R.D.2, Whakatane, NZ — Phone 49-119
* New Zealand Patent Application No. 192910

© Hepburn Orchids Ltd. 1980
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O r c h i d L a b o r a t o r i e s
tissue culture specialists

This Months Super Plant Specials —
w h i l e s t o c k s l a s t

Zuma Boyd 'Yowle Bay' A M. A superb heavy textured non staining
green. A large flower and capable of 14 flowers or more per spike.

S I z e B $ 1 5 . 0 0 e a c h

Appleby 'Carolina' A large Pink overlaid with green giving a greyish
pink colour (similar to Clarlsse Carlton 'Shot Silk'). Produces over
20 flowers on a long arching spike.
S I z e B $ 1 0 . 0 0 e a c h

Buy one of each now for only $20.00 plus, postage.
Mall order or Personal shoppers welcome

(Appointment first p ease).

May is the start of Cymbidium green pod seed sowing season.
Send your pod in for sowing 7 months after date of pollination.

We are NZ Agents for Lambert Orchids of South Australia. Their
current exc lus ive mer lc lone Flask l is t Is now avai lab le wr i te :

Orchid Laboratory,
Victoria Rd.,
R.D.1,
Cambridge
Ph:7095 Cambridge
S T D 0 7 1 2 7 7 0 9 5

Philip & Cushia Wyatt
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M P
OQCHIDS

(AUSTRAUA) PTY. LTD.

A few of our new releases, including Iron Knob 'Purple Queen' and
String of Pearls 'Pavlova' can now be supplied in limited quantity.
F u r t h e r s t o c k s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e o v e r t h e n e x t f e w m o n t h s .

If you are not on our regular mailing list, please send us your
name and address. Details of the finest Cymbidium mericlones and
seedlings will then be sent to you regularly.

R O W L A N D & M c C A R L I E
Annandale Road, R.D. 1, Kumeu R O W M A C

. O R C H I D S ^

A N N O U N C I N G
My new book

N E W H O R I Z O N S I N
O R C H I D B R E E D I N G

148 pages (including 45 pictures in fuil colour and
several black and whites).
The text includes (among others) chapters on principles
of breeding, practice of breeding, genetics, taxonomy,
how and where to buy, e tc . Wr i t ten in eas i ly
understandable language.
Please order from the author-publisher:

H U G O F R E E D
29500 Heatherclifff Road, #277,

Malibu, CA 90265, USA
P R I C E — $ 6 . 9 5

Please add $1.00 for packing and shipping.



F E A T H E R H I L L
E X O T I C P L A N T S

SANTA BARBARA, USA
(Carol, Andy & John Easton)

F E A T U R I N G

B E T T E R P A R E N T S :
Dolores Hoyt •Limelight' AM/AOS S/CSA 1976
Vesper Bells 'Farmingdale' HCC/AOS 1974
Coraki 'Margaret' HCC/AOS B/CSA 1976
R i n c o n ' C l a r i s s e ' 4 n H C C / A O S 1 9 7 8
B r o o k S t r e e t ' F e a t h e r h i l l ' A M / A O S 1 9 7 9
Trigo Royal 'Ridgeway' HCC/AOS 1974
Coral Illusion 'Toya' AM/AOS 1980
Chief Joseph 'Pathfinder' HCC/AOS 1980

B R I G H T E R P O T E N T I A L :
For clear sparkling colours, reds, browns, yellows, oranges.
For more productivity per square metre.
For awards if you're an exhibitor, dollars if you're an exporter.

B I G G E R R E W A R D S :
Increased profit may be the incentive for a progressive exporter
or is it the simple satisfaction of an enthusiast who recognises
outstanding stock. Anyway you look at it, our hybrids are truly
rewarding.

B E S T C U S T O M E R S :
We encourage our customers to ask questions, compare prices
and insist on value. The harder you look the better we look! And
we value your business. Australasian sales are really important
to our nursery and we make crosses with your needs in mind. We
look forward to meeting many of our new customers at the Con
ference in October and hearing of your requirements for the
f u t u r e .

Sole Australasian Agent:

JOHN HANNAH
WALTERS ROAD, R.D.3,

PA PA K U R A , N E W Z E A L A N D

" O R C H I D S O F T H E F U T U R E "
" A T R A D I T I O N O F E X C E L L E N C E "

1 3 3
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S o u t h P a c i fi c

O r c h i d s L t d
P.O. Box 4150

NAPIER, NEW ZEALAND

We now have available merlclone flasks for the hobbyist
planted in 5's and 10's.

We are producing only cymbidiums in:
1 S t a n d a r d s
2 M i n i a t u r e s / n o v e l t i e s
3 Seedlings

Our list will be available in mid-September although our distributors
do have some flasks on hand.

Commercial orders can be arranged planted in flasks of 25's.

D i s t r i b u t o r s :

M r J o h n C o l e
69 Arawa Street, New Lynn, AUCKLAND Phone 871-510

M r s L . F e r r e t t i
3 2 M a b e y R o a d , L O W E R H U T T P h o n e 6 7 7 - 7 2 9
M r s M . J a c o b s
6 B u c h a n a n S t r e e t , G I S B O R N E P h o n e 8 9 - 5 3 1

Mr G. Maney
7 H a r r o w P l a c e , PA L M E R S T O N N O R T H P h o n e 7 9 - 4 3 9

M r K . N i c h o l s o n
3 2 A O a k l a n d Av e n u e , PA PATO E TO E P h o n e 8 3 - 8 7 2

M r s W. E . R e a r d o n
Omata Gardens, R.D. 4, NEW PLYMOUTH Phone 84-681
Flasks can be purchased directly from the nursery
although this wouid be of no advantage to the purchaser.

1 3 5
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WESTERN ROSE X BALTIC
var'JUBILEE KING'
HOC/NZOS, OCNZ

(Pictured last issue)

A massive green with a most attractive heavi ly marked i lp.
Two sp i kes pe r bu ib . An ove rseas v i s i t o r w i t h Eu ropean
fl o w e r e x p e r i e n c e c o m m e n t e d t h a t i t w a s e x c e l l e n t

f o r t ha t ma rke t . F l asks 28—30 p l an t s $125 .00 .
Single plants min. 15cm $12.00 ea.

A few years ago we were most fortunate in acquiring 45 seedlings
of the cross LOCH BURNIE. These have proved to be exceptional,
free flowering with 12—15 flowers on strong stems and of top
commercial quality for any cut flower market. Good show value
also. Only four varieties shown at 1979 Waikato Spring show won
1st & 2nd export class, 2nd cut spike, 3rd in white class.
Three that we have mericloned for our cut flower stock.

1 LOCH BURNIE 'GLEN MIST' Our favourite, full shape pale green
with white lip splashed burgundy.

Single plants 15cm $12, Flask $125
2 LOCH BURNIE 'GWYNNE' A cream of very heavy substance, lip

heavily banded red.
Single plants 15cm $12, Flask $100.

3 LOCH BURNIE 'ANNETTE ' Wh i t e w i t h l i gh te r ma rked l i p ,
flowers very well spaced on strong stems.

Single plants 15cm $12, Flask $100.
QUALITY flasks from our own laboratory.

As Valley Orchids (Aust) NZ Agents we can now supply their latest 1980 colour
catalogue with extended mericlone listing and exciting new seedling crosses
e x c l u s i v e t o t h e m .

B U R K E ' S O R C H I D S
F. A . B U R K E L T D

White Horse Dr ive

M o k o r u a
W H A K A T A N E



Cymbidiums of

FLASKS

MERICLONES
(Large and Small Propagations)

SEEDLINGS

Also limited flask stocks of:

Miltonias Cattleyas Odonts. Paphs.
C ATA L O G U E S F R E E O N R E Q U E S T

John S. Hannah
" G R O W E R O F F I N E O R C H I D S " ^

Walters Road, R.D. 2, Papakura, New Zealand
* P h o n e 2 9 8 - 4 2 8 7

Sole Australasian agent for—
F E A T H E R H I L L E X O T I C P L A N T S

Santa Barbara, California, U.S.A.
(ANDY & CAROL EASTON)
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