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Orchid Council of New Zealand
Fifth Annua! Report

T h e C o u n c i l h a s c o n t i n u e d t o
increase in strength, and 18 Orchid
S o c i e t i e s a n d C l u b s n o w f o r m i t s
membership.

We were pleased to welcome to
membersh ip dur ing the year the
Otago Orchid Club, the Wairarapa
Orchid Circle, and the Dannevirke &
District Orchid Society.

Assistance has been given where
required in procedures for Society
formation, and it is possible that a
further South Island Society may be
formed. The popu la r i t y o f o rch id
growing shows no sign of abating,
a n d m e m b e r s h i p o f S o c i e t i e s
continues to grow. Council has had
many enqu i r i es f rom new o rch id
growers as to the nearest Orchid
Society, and th is Informat ion has
been supplied, contributing to the
growth of our member societies.

The strength of Council is such
that Government Departments now
g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i s e t h a t w e
represent the major part of orchid
growers in this country.

G e n e r o u s d o n a t i o n s w e r e
r e c e i v e d f r o m s o m e S o c i e t i e s
during the year, some for special
p u r p o s e s . W i t h o u t t h e s e t h e
operat ions of Counci l would have
been more difficult, especially with
n e w p r o j e c t s . I s i n c e r e l y t h a n k
those Societ ies for making these
f u n d s a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e m u t u a l
b e n e fi t o f a l l .

Mr G. Herman Slade, of Vila, New
H e b r i d e s , o n c e a g a i n p a i d h i s
m a g a z i n e s u b s c r i p t i o n w i t h a
c h e q u e f o r $ 1 0 0 . H i s c o n t i n u e d
support is much appreciated.

A grant of $500 was made to the
N o r t h S h o r e O r c h i d S o c i e t y t o
assist with preliminary expenses for
t h e 1 9 8 0 I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e .

Magaz ine Ed i to r Graeme Boon
h a s c o n t i n u e d t o g i v e s t e r l i n g
s e r v i c e t o e n s u r e t h e c o n t i n u e d
success of our Journal, but surely
h e d e s e r v e s m o r e s u p p o r t f r o m
those who could, and should share
their orchid experiences with their
fel low orchid growers through the
m e d i u m o f ' O r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand.' We are grateful to those
who cont r ibu te ar t i c les regu lar ly,
but surely there are many more who
could assist in providing a variety of
orch id top ics . The magazine was
one of the first projects that the
Executive was requested to bring
into effect by Council members. It is
therefore the duty of a i l member
societies to provide the material for
t h e E d i t o r .

D u r i n g t h e y e a r w e l o s t t h e
s e r v i c e s o f M r A . H . B l a c k m o r e a s
Reg is t ra r -Genera l . Mr B lackmore
was Cha i rman o f the Commi t tee se t
u p t o c o m p i l e s u i t a b l e J u d g i n g
S t a n d a r d s a n d R u l e s . U p o n t h e
adopt ion o f these Standards , Mr
Blackmore was appointed our first
Registrar-General, in which position
h e c o n d u c t e d i n s t r u c t i o n i n A w a r d

Judging through the country, and it
was through his dedicated work that
t h e J u d g i n g P a n e l s s o r a p i d l y
reached the s tandard of Judging
required.

T h e E x e c u t i v e a p p o i n t e d M r
F. E . J , M a s o n t o t h e p o s i t i o n o f
R e g i s t r a r - G e n e r a l , a n d M r S .
W o o d b u r y a s D e p u t y R e g l s t r a r -
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General. The experience Mr Mason
gained while acting as Deputy to Mr
Biackmore has proved invaluable.

O n e d a y S e m i n a r s w e r e
■ conducted by the Waikato Orchid
S o c i e t y a n d t h e G o l d e n C o a s t
Orchid Society during the year. The
W a i k a t o S e m i n a r w a s a l a r g e
undertaking, well planned, and very
s u c c e s s f u l .

We must congratu late them on
t h e i r I n i t i a t i v e , i n p r o v i d i n g t h e
m e a n s f o r s o m u c h o r c h i d

^ information to be given to so many^ orchid growers.

T h e G o l d e n C o a s t S e m i n a r ,
though more modest in scope, was
v e r y w e l l a t t e n d e d a n d a g a i n
d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e e a g e r n e s s o f
growers to extend their knowledge.

T h e C o u n c i l h a s r e c e i v e d a
number of requests from individual
orchid growers in other countr ies
a s k i n g h o w t h e y m a y b e c o m e
m e m b e r s o f t h e C o u n c i l . T h e s e
people have been informed that, as
subscr ibers to our Magazine they
may par t ic ipate by le t te rs to the
Editor, by writing articles, etc., but
that membership is l imi ted to NZ
O r c h i d S o c i e t i e s .

Member Societies should always
be aware that the Orch id Counc i l o f
N e w Z e a l a n d i s t h e i r o w n
o r g a n i s a t i o n f o r m e d b y t h e m t o
encourage the study and cultivation
o f o r c h i d s f o r m u t u a l b e n e fi t . T h e
co-operat ion of Societ ies through
C o u n c i l h a s p r o d u c e d e x c e l l e n t
r e s u l t s . W i t h c o n t i n u e d c o
operation and support the future of
the Orchid cult is indeed bright.

T o m F r e n c h
P r e s i d e n t .

By now ail readers are aware that
the North Shore Orchid Society is
h o s t i n g t h e fi r s t N e w Z e a l a n d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d S h o w a n d
Conference in the month o f Oc tober
1 9 8 0 . . A t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t o f
p l a n n i n g a n d p r e p a r a t i o n h a s
already been accomplished and our
m a g a z i n e i s p u b l i s h i n g a r t i c l e s
in forming readers o f the var ious
stages of development.

A u c k l a n d w a s c h o s e n f o r t h e
v e n u e b e c a u s e a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r
v i s i t o r s a n d c o n f e r e n c e f a c i l i t i e s
would present l i t t le problem. Also
the North Shore Orchid Society,
be ing one o f t he l a rge r i n New
Zealand, had sufficient members to
s h a r e t h e n u m e r o u s t a s k s t h a t a r e
required to be done. These people
have a great deal of responsibility
and no doubt every member of this
Society is involved in some way
towards making this show a most
m e m o r a b l e o c c a s i o n .

i t r u s t t h a t a i l N o r t h I s l a n d
Societies have plans well in hand in
respect of their individual displays.
B e c a u s e o f t h e d i s t a n c e a n d c o s t
involved South island Societies may
not be able to bring plants but it is
to be hoped that many members will
provide cut flowers for display.

i t i s unders tood tha t a number o f
o v e r s e a s v i s i t o r s h a v e i n d i c a t e d
that they will be attending and the
show is still over a year away. Let us
hope for a record attendance as this
w i l l d e t e r m i n e t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e
s h o w a n d p o s s i b l y l a y t h e
foundat ion for the fu ture .
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THE ORCHID GARDENS OF
MELBOURNE, HOBART, ADELAIDE
A N D S Y D N E Y

PLUS THE 1979
HOBART ORCHID
CONVENTION

A 1 7-day holiday departing from Auckland on Friday
28 September 1979. Includes 3-days in Melbourne at
the Diplomat Motor Inn ... six full days in Tasmania
Including four days at the wrest point Casino for the
1 979 Orchid Convention . . . three days in
Adelaide . . . and five days in Sydney!
Costs: $849.00 per person with a single room

$699.00 per person share twin room
$677.00 per person share triple room
(all plus travel tax $45.50)

INFORMATION FROM THE
ORCHID COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND
OR
TRAVEL GLOBE HOLIDAYS
BOX 4299 AUCKLAND

T H E O F F I C I A L O R C H I D C O N V E N T I O N T O U R
F O R T H E O R C H I D C O U N C I L O F N E W Z E A L A N D



NEW ZEALAND INDIGENOUS ORCHIDV
by Albert H. Biackmore

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m l a s t I s s u e ) \

Fig. 4 Corybas. All drawn to same (b) cryptanthus, grows In both Is-
s c a l e e x c e p t w h o l e p l a n t C . l a n d s , b u t m o s t l y I n t h e N o r t h ,
c r y p t a n t h u s a n d e n l a r g e d p a r t s o f P l a n t a l m o s t w h o l l y b e n e a t h
I t s r h i z o m e s . s u r f a c e o f l e a f m o u l d , fl o w e r s

translucent white to pale pink
7 C O R Y B A S h a s e i g h t s p e c i e s , s t r e a k e d w i t h r e d . F l o w e r s
a c o n l t l fl o r u s , c r y p t a n t h u s , s o m e t i m e s b e n e a t h s u r f a c e
macranthus, oblongus, orblculatus, during July and August,
rivularls, trilobus and ungulculatus.
Te r r e s t r i a l .

a c o n l t l fl o r u s , g r o w s I n c l a y
b a n k s a n d o l d m a n u k a s c r u b I n
bo th Is lands , la rge flower ing
species, largest part Is purple
dorsal sepal. Flowers from June
to August.

(c) macranthus, found In both Is
lands In wet wood bogs. Flowers
purple In June and July.

C.c ryp tan thus

Z ' . c . c'~C. oblongus

(d) oblongus, found In both Islands
sometimes In dry sunlit banks
and also In damp shady places.
Flowers July to September.
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C . o r b i c u l a t u s

( e ) o r b i c u l a t u s , f o u n d i n d a m p
banks In both Islands, but pre
dominantly in the South Island.
Or ig inal local i ty Mount Cook,
B l a c k - b i r c h C r e e k V a l l e y .
Flowers September and October.

/

0 . r i v u l a r i s

/

(f) r ivalar is, found in North Auck
land on mossey rocks and in
d a m p p l a c e s . F l o w e r s S e p
t e m b e r .

(g) tr i lobus, found both Islands in
damp scrub. Plants very small
and easily overlooked. Flowers
June and July.

C . t r i l o b u s

(h) unguicu la tus, somet imes ca l l
e d c a r s e i . G r o w s n o r t h o f l a t i
tude 38 degrees on shady slopes
and peat bog. It is rather rare.
Flower purple in colour in July
and August.

F i g . 5 . G a l o c h i l u s p a l u d o s u s .
Base of one of the long processes
o n l a b e l l u m - m a r g i n s h o w n
enlarged.

8 GALOCHILUS has th ree spec
ies, paludosus, campestrls and
r o b e r t s o n i i . T e r r e s t r i a l . T h i s

genus has flowers brightly col
o u r e d w i t h b e a r d e d l a b e l l u m .

(a) pa ludosus, found on both Is
lands. In the north from vicinity
of Kaitaia and Whangarei, from
Rotorua—Taupo area, Tararua
Range and Upper Hutt about
swamps or in tussock. In South
from Golden Bay to Westland.
Flower s tems qui te long and
erect. Flowers greenish except
for bright red beard of the label
l u m . F l o w e r s O c t o b e r a n d N o v
e m b e r .
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Calochi lus paludosus

campestrls, found in North Is
land Kaimaumau, near Kaltaia,
Aranga swamp. Flower similar
t o p a l u d o s u s , b u t l a b e l l u m
propor t ionate ly smal le r, base
b lu ish , dark g land on ca l lus
n e a r b a s e . F l o w e r s N o v e m b e r ,
robertsonll, not uncommon be
tween Rotorua and Taupo In
t u s s o c k a n d s c r u b a l s o n e a r
Kal ter l te r l , Ne lson In burnt over
s lopes now In p ines. F lower
stem usually shorter than pal
udosus, but flower very similar.
Flowers late spring.

(To be continued)

★ W r i t e f o r F R E E l i s t :

O R C H I D S
O R C H I D A C E A E E X P O R T I M P O R T

P . O . B O X 9 7 7
K A T H M A N D U

N E P A L

L E T T E R S T O

T H E E D I T O R

Dear Sir,
W h a t o n e a r t h I n d u c e s a

c o m m e r c i a l o r c h i d g r o w e r t o
c o n c o c t a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t s u c h a s
that labelled 'Straight Talk' In the
March/April Issue of the journal. I'm
equally amazed that our own orchid
journal should even sell space for
s u c h a c o n t r o v e r s i a l a r t i c l e . O t h e r
orch id growers , main ly hobby is ts
w h o h a v e r a i s e d t h e m a t t e r I n
c o n v e r s a t i o n s a g r e e t h a t t h e
advertiser has but one object and
that Is to Imply that commerc ia l
growers offering plants and flasks
fo r sa le In New Zea land a re no t t o
b e t r u s t e d .

T h e c o m m e r c i a l , s h o w a n d
hobbyist qualit ies of the particular
plants mentioned are well known to
all but the newest growers and was
a waste of money unless I t was
Intended to Impress them a lone.
O n e m u s t w o n d e r f u r t h e r a t t h e
p u r p o s e b e h i n d t h e
recommendation that those seeking
export Information should approach
two new growers, who have had very
l i m i t e d g r o w i n g e x p e r i e n c e a n d
even less export experience. Both of
w h i c h w a s a c h i e v e d w i t h
c o n s i d e r a b l e a s s i s t a n c e f r o m
existing exporters.

S u r e l y t h e s o u r c e o f e x p o r t
in format ion must be through Mrs
Amos of Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, Auckland. Mrs Amos has
been closely associated with orchid
exporters for many years.

Orch id growing Is a long term
b u s i n e s s a n d I t I s n o t c o n c e i v a b l e
that commercial growers would risk
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t he i r r epu ta t i on by know ing l y
suppiying inferior quaiity piants.

Advertisements such as 'Straight
Taik' can only be degrading to the
New Zealand orchid industry and it
is to be hoped that it will not occur
again.

F r e d B u r k e
W h a k a t a n e .

W e a r e o b l i g e d t o a c c e p t p a i d
advertisements providing ttiey keep within
the laws of iibei and do not contravene the
law of discrimination. As to the accuracy of
statements; these are personal opinions of
the advertiser and the magazine committee
publishes them unless they are blatantly
u n t r u e .

E d .

The Editor,
Sir,
Thank you for the pleasure that the

March/April issue of your valued
magazine brought to our home. It is
such a joy to discover that some
orchid growers also grow money, a
very usefu l achievement in these
days. Shades of Long John Silver
a n d B l u e b e a r d h o v e r e d o v e r t h e
p a g e s , w i t h m e m o r i e s o f l o n g
buried treasure. The gleam and
c l i n k o f D o u b l o o n s a n d P i e c e s o f
Eight; ingots of silver and gold and
a l l t he t reasu res o f t he i nd ies were
pleasantly brought to mind. Yo Ho
for the Spanish Main!

My dictionary defines 'specie' as
m o n e y .

Yours with a bottle of rum,

'Captain Morgan'

My dictionary also defines 'specie' as
money, treasure, sorry about the error that
occured in the March/April issue. The term
'species' is the correct spelling, this is both
singular and plural and pertains to ail genera
in the plant kingdom.

E d .

KEITH b SHIRLEY
GOODWIN

O R C H I D S P E C I E S G R O W E R S

Offer a choice selection of seedlings, both
species and hybrids including;

Onc id iums: Pha iaenops is
Mi l ton ias : Ep idendrums

Z y g o p e t a i u m s
Dendrob ium pha iaenops is

Cat t ieyas: Vandas
Afr ican spec ies

Ful l l is t on request

V i s i t o r s w e l c o m e b y a r r a n g e m e n t
to view our large collection of Central

a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a n s p e c i e s .

P h o n e : R O T O R U A 5 3 - 1 1 3

o r w r i t e P . O . B o x 2 0 3 9 .

f T H E R M A C m
NURSERIESi

S A L A S T R E E T, R O T O R U A m

L MATURE h• CYMBIDIUMS ^
4 — 5 bulbs in a wide range of

y colours from $18.00
) PAPHIOPEOILUM V

INS IGNE ;
^ Lady's slipper orchid X
^ f r o m $ 1 2 . 5 0KNQUIRIES AND VISITOR̂ K

W E L C O M E
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8 reasons why you should buy a

Alumin ium G lasshouse

Unique Aluminium Construction.

No clips, no putty, long lasting
P V C w e a t h e r s e a l .

Simple assembly with only a
spanner and screwdriver.
Modular construction gives an endless range of
sizes inc. a conservatory lean-to.
Louvres and ventilation ridge exceeds minimum
vent i la t ion requi rements.

Sliding door on nylon rollers, finger light
operation.
Awarded designmark fZ
for good design. l^.^qga8LH.UgM
There are so many more reasons but we've run
out of room so send the coupon below and find
o u t m o r e .

I
Return to RitteiSOn&ViskoVKhlid.. P.O. Box 938, Napier.
Ptease send me more information alxiut Leisurgro.

Address

Any purchase can tw charged to your Diners Club.
1 I I 1 I I I

p o o o o o o o o q B O O B C 3 - P O O P & P C > P Q C > P Q O Q Q O O Q O O < 3 C > &

Ŷ}f\cJ3ea.n S Ofcliidd
(AUSTRALIA) PTY. LIMITED

SOLE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEAUND AGENTS

A new shipment has arrived, replenishing our stocks and
Including the latest releases. Order now for delivery early

In the spring, list available on request,
special arrangements can be made for supplying the
commercial grower on a wholesale basis. We shall gladly

furnish details to meet individual requirements.

R O W L A N D & M c C A R L I E
Annanda leRoad ,R .D .1 ,Kumeu

Te l . A u c k l a n d 4 1 2 - 8 9 5 6

Y A M A M O T O D E N D R O B I U M F A R M



PUKEKURA CORNER

By George Fu l le r, N .D.H. [N .Z . ] ,
Cura tor Pukekura Park , New Plymouth .

P r o m e n a e a L d l .

Th is genus o f South Amer ican
o r c h i d s h a s b e e n i n c l u d e d w i t h b o t h

Zygopetalum and Maxidaria in the
past. There are only a few species
and not many of these are likely to
be found in New Zealand but they
are very desirable orchids for the
blooms are wel l formed and very

large in relation to the size of the
p l a n t .

P. Crawshayana, a hybrid, seems
t o b e t h e m o s t c o m m o n

representative in New Zealand. The
b looms a re approx imate ly 50mm
(2") across, ye l low and suffused
with fine purple spots. The parents
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are P. xanthine and P. stapelioides
the former a beautiful clear yellow
a n d t h e l a t t e r c r e a m t o g r e e n
heavily spotted with dark purple.

T h e p h o t o g r a p h I s o f a p l a n t
w h i c h c a m e I n t o t h e c o l l e c t i o n
labelled, S. paranaensls. I cannot
find reference to this anywhere and
believe that It must be a synonym
for P. stapelioides, for the blooms
are very well described as "looking
like a stapellla."

T h e p l a n t s a r e v e r y c o m p a c t ,
pseudobulbs clustered, topped with
g rey i sh -g reen mat t l eaves up to
approximately 10cm long and 1.5cm
wide. As specimens the plants are
most spectacular but they need to
be somewhat underpotted for the
b l o o m s a r e s h o r t - s t e m m e d a n d a r e
best displayed over the rim of the
c o n t a i n e r .

We grow the plants warm but they
wi l l to lerate Intermediate growing
condit ions. General pott ing mix Is
used or they can be slightly elevated
on p ieces o f t ree fern pushed
ver t ica l ly in to a pot . Push a long
while In growth but after flowering
Introduce a rest period of about a
month. Our plants flower In January
and February.

Orchids in the Sub-Antarctic
f r o m t h e " A u s t r a l i a n G o v e r n m e n t

I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e "

S l o l o g l s t N i g e l B r o t h e r s a n d
botanist Michael Brown, officers of
t h e T a s m a n l a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d
Wi ld l i fe Serv ice, have d iscovered
orchids growing on the West coast
of Macquarie Island. The Island, sit
u a t e d a b o u t m i d - w a y b e t w e e n
Australia and Antartica, is 34 kms
long and 4 kms wide. The orchids

a r e a s p e c i e s c a l l e d C o r y b a s
m a c r a n t h u s , o r H e l m e t O r c h i d ,
which grows In New Zealand and on
s o m e I s l a n d s s o u t h o f N e w Z e a l a n d .
A u s t r a l i a n b o t a n i s t s a r e e x c i t e d
a b o u t t h e fi n d a s t h e y b e l i e v e d
o r c h i d s c o u l d n o t l i v e a s f a r s o u t h
as Macquarie Island, which Is 1770
k m s s o u t h o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n
c o n t i n e n t .

Macquarie Island, which Is part of
the Australian State of Tasmania, Is
a national park and wildlife reserve,
with an average temperature of 4.5
degrees centigrade. The Island Is
often lashed by rain and strong
winds, and the seas around It are so
rough In winter that members of the
A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l R e s e a r c h
Expedition, who spend 12 months
there, are cut off from the outside
w o r l d f o r n i n e m o n t h s .

Mr Brothers, spent 16 months on
v a r i o u s w i l d l i f e p r o j e c t s o n
Macquar ie Is land f rom November
1975 to March 1977 and during that
t i m e f o u n d l e a v e s o n t h e w e s t c o a s t
that he was unable to Identify.

During a walk on the Island In
N o v e m b e r 1 9 7 7 h e r e t u r n e d t o t h e
place where he found the leaves.
" T h e r e t o o u r a m a z e m e n t w e r e
seve ra l pa tches , each abou t 1m
s q u a r e , o f fl o w e r s w h i c h w e r e
Instantly recognisable as orchids,"
he said. "The plants, which grew up
t h r o u g h m o s s w i t h t h e i r s t e m s
m o s t l y b u r l e d I n t h e m o s s , h a d
round green leaves which lay on the
moss surface. The simple flowers
which were dark purple with a green
base, were almost flat on the moss.
We found them on the featherbed, a
soft, spongy layer of very wet mos
ses and g rasses on the i s land 's
c o a s t a l t e r r a c e a b o u t 1 5 m a b o v e s e a
l e v e l . W e o n l y f o u n d t h e f o u r
pa tches bu t t he re cou ld we l l be
others In.the vicinity."
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VANDACEOUS ORCHIDS
by Barry Paget Australia

Around eighteen different genera of orchids may be included within the
Aerides tribe, a group of plants whose structure resembles that of a Vanda.
It includes some of the most spectacular orchids known, and, generally
speaking, all members of the Aerides tribe are easily cultivated, once a few
of their basic requirements are understood.

The word, "Vanda," is a Sanscrit word referring to a native orchid of
India, Vanda tessellata, and for many years the term was used to describe
ail plants having the same structure. Over the years taxonomists have
studied these plants, and have placed them Into the various generic groups
which we accept today.

They are sub-tropical and tropical
In d i s t r i bu t ion , rang ing f rom the
Himalayan Mountain areas; across
Sou th Eas t As ia and t h rough t o
Japan; south through the Islands of
the Philippines and Indonesia; New
g u i n e a , a n d t h e s u b - c o n t i n e n t
Aus t ra l i a , t hey va ry In e leva t ion
from sea level , where hot, humid
conditions prevail, to an elevation of
2000 metres. In either zone, they
appear In rather open areas.

The Aerides tribe Is quite diverse
In the range of shapes, sizes and
colours of blooms produced upon
t h e v a r i o u s p l a n t s . T h e
A s c o c e n t r u m s p r o d u c e s m a l l
br ight ly coloured blooms on erect
sprays; semi-pendulous sprays of
blooms are carried by the Aerides
a n d R h y n c h o s t y l l s ; l a r g e s h o w y
blooms are carried by the Vandas;
m a s s e s o f s t a r r y r e d b l o o m s
e n h a n c e t h e R e n a n t h e r a s , a n d
P h a i a e n o p s i s c a r r y t h e i r
s y m m e t r i c a l fl o c k s o f w h i t e o r
c o l o u r e d " b u t t e r fl i e s . "

V a n d a c e o u s o r c h i d s a r e
monopolda l , g rowing upwards (or
downwards) from one foot or base.
They do not have a rhizome, but
Instead have a single upright stem.
The roots have a two-fold purpose,
primarily anchoring the plant to Its

h o s t , a n d a l s o a b s o r b i n g t h e
disso lved minera ls to carry them
t h r o u g h t h e s t e m a n d I n t o t h e
l e a v e s w h e r e , d u r i n g
photosynthesis, they are converted
Into food. In nature, plants of this
tribe are found growing upon trees,
fal len logs, on rocks and on cl i ff
f a c e s . T h e s e p l a n t s a r e t r u e
epiphytes or air plants, their roots
spreading over the outside surface
o f t h e h o s t , a n d n e v e r a c t u a l l y
penetrate the Inner layers of the
host, or the soil.

V a n d a c e o u s o r c h i d s a r e m o s t
adaptable to cultivation and may be
grown under s imi lar condi t ions to
C a t t l e y a s , D e n d r o b l u m s e t c . I n
areas north of Br isbane they are
easily cult ivated under bush-house
c o n d i t i o n s , p r o v i d e d t h e y a r e
p r o t e c t e d f r o m s t r o n g w i n d s ,
especially the westerlies whiph,
prevai l dur ing the winter months,
S o m e a d d e d p r o t e c t i o n m a y b e
necessary I f frosty condit ions are
prevalent overnight, (n areas south
o f B r i s b a n e h o t - h o u s e c o n d l t i d n s
become necessary, according to the
g e n e r a l t e m p e r a t u r e r a n g e . T h e
p l a n t s p r e f e r m i n i m u m
temperatures between 10 degrees
to 15 degrees centigrade, although
exposure to lower temperatures for
short periods of time Is not harmful.
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Generally speaking these plants increase in the other two factors,
are light lovers, and most plants Similarly a decrease in any factor
which are of a strap-leaf structure requires a decrease in the others,
revel in around 50 percent shade. For many years these plants have
Those vandas of the terete or pencil been grown in large pots, in
type of leaf, require full sunlight to mixtures ranging from pure
b loom sa t i s fac to r i l y. In sou thern charcoa l to the var ious fibres and
centres, plants could be suspended bark. Nature designed these plants
from the roof of the orchid house, to be "air plants" and by following
where they will receive the greatest her example, we are able to devise a
a m o u n t o f s u n l i g h t . s a t i s f a c t o r y m e t h o d o f c u l t u r e .

Being monopoidal, these plants Charcoal in itself is a natural filter,
have no water storage organs such and over a period of time it absorbs
as the pseudo-bulbs of the Cattleya the dissolved salts in the fertiliser
a l l i ance . As a resu l t they requ i re app l ied to the p lan ts , un t i l a f te r
more regular applications of water, three years or so, it has built up to a
e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e g r o w i n g t o x i c l e v e l , w i t h c o n s e q u e n t r o o t
s e a s o n . T h e a m o u n t o f w a t e r d a m a g e . T h e v a r i o u s o t h e r m e d i a
r e q u i r e d , a n d t h e r e g u l a r i t y o f u s e d " b r e a k d o w n " o v e r a s i m i l a r
application, are governed by the period of t ime. It is also difficult to
pott ing medium used. The plants dry out the compost In a large pot
appreciate high humidity for the quickly and plants sitt ing in a damp,
greater part of the year, though they cold mix are very susceptible to
wi l l w i ths tand dryness espec ia l l y bac ter ia l and/or funga l damage to
d u r i n g t h e c o l d e r p e r i o d s o f t h e t h e r o o t s y s t e m . C o n s e q u e n t l y,
year. They do not have a definite fol lowing three years of research I
res t ing per iod but the i r ra te o f recommend the cu l t i va t ion o f these
v e g e t a t i v e g r o w t h s l o w s p l a n t s i n e m p t y w o o d e n b a s k e t s o r
cons iderab ly dur ing the coo ler empty te r ra-co t ta pots . Cons ider the
months o f the year. A i r movement i s p ian ts g row ing under na tu ra l
a v i ta l necessi ty for a l l genera. condi t ions. They are receiv ing thei r

Vandaceous orch ids are heavy requ i rements such as sun l ight and
feeders, but I strongly recommend venti lat ion, and the root system Is
a p p l y i n g f e r t i l i s e r a t h a l f t h e r a t e p e r m a n e n t l y e x p o s e d t o t h e
r e c o m m e n d e d u p o n t h e p a c k e t . I a t m o s p h e r e . T h e p l a n t s m a y b e
f e e l t h a t m a n y o f t h e f e r t i l i s e r s d r e n c h e d d u r i n g a t r o p i c a l
available are suited to a large group downpour and one or two hours
of plants, but the orchid root system iater the surface of the root system
is o f ten damaged th rough the has dr ied o f f . Growing the p lan ts In
appl icat ion of a s t rong dosage. I empty conta iners a l lows the same
recommend weekly applications of process to occur. I have found that
f e r t i l i s e r f o r s e e d l i n g s , f o r t n i g h t l y u s i n g t h i s m e t h o d , t h e p l a n t s
applications for mature plants. It is estabiish much faster than they do
a l s o a w i s e m o v e t o a p p l y a v a r i e t y u n d e r c o n v e n t i o n a l p o t t i n g
o f f e r t i l i s e r s o v e r a t w o - m o n t h l y m e t h o d s . P l a c e d i n a n e m p t y
p e r i o d , a s n o s i n g l e f e r t i l i s e r h a s a c o n t a i n e r , t h e y h a v e n o
c o m p l e t e r a n g e o f n e c e s s a r y ' c o m f o r t a b l e ' e n v i r o n m e n t ( s u c h a s
ingredients, there is a very fine moist compost) where they are able
ba lance be tween l i gh t , wa te r and to res t on the i r l au re ls , and a re
fertiliser, and an increase in any one forced to put out new roots in order
of these factors necess i ta tes an to preserve themselves. Dur ing the
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establishment time, they are given
more shade and h igher humid i t y
which encourage the development
of roots. I have seen plants establish
in less than three months, where
similar plants, grown In a conven
tional compost, require up to twelve
months to establish. I prefer terra
cotta pots to plastic in that terra
cotta acts in the same way as a
convent ional compost , reta in ing a
c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f w a t e r a n d
fertiliser. The terra-cotta pot can be
leached using a heavy application of
water (charcoal cannot). The roots
a r e p e r m a n e n t l y e x p o s e d t o t h e
a t m o s p h e r e a n d p l a n t s c a n b e
watered dally In summer. In winter
water may be applied every second
o r t h i r d d a y , d e p e n d i n g u p o n
weathe r cond i t i ons . The re ten t ion o f
some moisture in the pot stabilises
the plant and maintains It in a plump
condition. Plastic pots do not have
t h e s e p r o p e r t i e s . A n e m p t y p o t
p r o v i d e s f e w e r l o c a t i o n s f o r
cockroaches and other insect pests
to hide. The size of the plant and the
s i z e o f t h e p o t h a v e n o d i r e c t
r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h e s e p l a n t s h a v e
a d v e n t i t i o u s r o o t s y s t e m s , a n d
regardless of the size of the pot,
they will always check out "greener
pastures." I recommend that no pots
larger than 15 cm. squat pots be
used. At my nursery some of the
plants are suspended, others are
staged upon benches, with similar
r e s u l t s i n e i t h e r m e t h o d .

Vandaceous orchids are relatively
f ree o f pes ts and d iseases . The
armoured scale Is probably the most
common insect pest affecting these
p l a n t s . R e g u l a r a p p l i c a t i o n s o f
i n s e c t i c i d e s a n d f u n g i c i d e s a r e
advised as a preventative measure
rather than curing the problem after
it arises. During cold weather the
plants become susceptible to fungal
and/or bacterial spotting. This may

be avoided by spraying and keeping
the plants on the dry side during
t h e s e t i m e s .

S e e d l i n g s a r e e a s i l y g r o w n
provided they have warmer condi
tions than those required for adult
plants, and less direct light applied
to them. In Bangkok the plants are
grown under very shaded conditions
until they are considered to be of
blooming size. This, combined with
t h e h i g h e r t e m p e r a t u r e , h i g h
humidi ty, and regular appl icat ions
of weak liquid fertiliser, hastens the
rate of growth of these plants. Some
growers have been d i sappo in ted
with early bloomings of some van
d a c e o u s h y b r i d s . A s m a i l p l a n t
cannot possibly d isplay the same
quality blooms as a plant twice its
size. Ailow a plant to bloom three or
four times before seriously consid
e r i n g i t s q u a l i t y . V a n d a c e o u s
hybrids bloom three or four times a
year once they have become mature,
a p e r f o r m a n c e r e c o r d w h i c h i s
difficult to beat with other genera.
Some of the first-generation Asco-
cenda hybrids are forever in bloom,
developing a new spike before the
c u r r e n t b i o o m i n g s p i k e h a s
fi n i s h e d .

Hybridisation within the vandace
o u s fi e l d I s n o w g a t h e r i n g
momentum. The hybridists have to
sat isfy two schools of thought in
this field. For many years vandace
o u s o r c h i d s h a v e b e e n c u l t i v a t e d f o r
t h e c u t - fl o w e r t r a d e . T h i s h a s
become a very Important Industry In
S.E. Asia and Hawaii where spray-
t y p e h y b r i d s a n d s p e c i e s a r e
cultivated by the hectare. In many
other areas of the world, orchids
genera l ly are cons idered as "pot
p l a n t s " a n d i n A u s t r a l i a t h e
v a n d a c e o u s o r c h i d s c o m e u n d e r
this category.

(To be continued)
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HADFIELD
ORCHIDS

(Norman G. Wood)

4 0 9 T r e m a i n e A v e n u e
P a i m e r s t o n N o r t h

# PHONE 83-489 #

Quality Cymbidiums
MERICLONES # SEEDLINGS
B A C K B U L B P R O P A G A T I O N S

D I V I S I O N S

Enquiries and Visitors Welcome

UNWOOD ORCHIDS
(LIL&RON CROUCH)

SEEDLING FLASKS — $32.50 ea.
Av a i l a b l e 4 — 6 m o n t h s f r o m

ordering,

C A R I G A ' C A N A R Y ' 4 n x
W A L L A R A ' G O L D N U G G E T '

C A R I G A ' C A N A R Y ' 4 n x
M A R Y A N N ' S I M P L I C I T Y '

W E S T E R N R O S E ' P E R F E C T I O N '
X M A R Y A N N ' S I M P L I C I T Y '
S H O W G I R L ' M I C H E L E N ' x

K Y B E R P A S S ' N o . 1 0 '

A VA R I E T Y O F C Y M B I D I U M M E R I C L O N E S
A N D S E E D L I N G S A V A I L A B L E A T A L L

T I M E S .

A G E N T S F O R B E C K ' S M I X & T R U - B L O O M
F E R T I L I S E R

C a l l — Wr i t e o r P h o n e :

10 Seavlew Road, Mllford, Auckland 9.
P h o n e : 4 6 6 - 4 2 9

NORTHLAND
ORCHID

LABORATORY
NORLAB

O R C H I D E X P O R T E R S

NOW AVAILABLE: Tubes & Caps for
this coming season.
MINIMUM QUANTITY: 1000 & multiples
t h e r e o f .
PRICE: 8 cents each complete. Please
o r d e r i m m e d i a te l y a s t u b e s w i l l b e
d i s p a t c h e d e a r l y J u l y e x A u c k l a n d
factory. Prices will increase after July
o r d e r s .

CYMBIDIUMS
From Flask to Flower

All orders and enquiries to:
Craig and Jill Kearney,

Simons Road,
R.D. 9 Whangarel

P h o n e : 2 6 - 7 9 7
C a b l e s : N o r e x

W r i t e f o r o u r f r e e 1 9 7 9
C a t a l o g u e o f C y m b i d i u m
Mer ic lone F lasks . Inc lud ing
o v e r 4 0 v a r i e t i e s f o r b o t h
C o m m e r c i a l a n d H o b b y i s t
g r o w e r s .
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Mounting small pieces off
E p i p h y t i c O r c h i d s

by Peter Hornsby, from the Native Orchid Society of South Australia

Of ten smal l p ieces of epiphyt ic
orchids are offered as loose pieces
o r m o u n t e d o n s e c t i o n s o f t h e o i d
trunk, or cordex, of a tree-fern. The
iatter is popular with dealers and at
a glance at any plant so supplied
s h o w s t h e o r c h i d s t h e m s e l v e s a r e

equa l l y en thus ias t i c . However, i f
you are iike me, you hope that one
day the littie plant will become a big
one, and so sooner or iater you are
going to be faced with the task of
remounting it. Here is where prob-
iems ar ise because i t is v i r tual iy
impossible to disentangle the orchid
r o o t s f r o m t h e t r e e - f e r n .

A f te r puzz l ing over th i s fo r
sometime, i decided that rather than
separate the plant from its mounting
I would try to accommodate both in
a new setting. My previous experi
ence with growing orchids on cork
had shown how readily the plants
a c c e p t t h i s m e d i u m . T h u s I s e t
about cutting a recess in the side of
a cork brick (about the same size as
a standard house brick) and slotted
the tree-fern base into the space so
made. The result is visually satis
fying, and I have no doubt the orchid
will find it acceptable.

For the record I did as much of the
cutting as possible with a hack-saw
(any fine-toothed saw will do) and
removed the remainder wi th a 2.5cm
chisel (though any sharp-edged
cutting Instrument may be used). By
cutting the recess slightly narrower
than the tree-fern slab, I am able to
achieve a tight fit and so there is no
need to use separate fastenings to

secure the tree-fern to the brick. The
whole lot is then supported in the
shadehouse by a wire passed
through the cork brick.

It is possible to suspend the brick
either vertically or horizontally, and
so the orchid can be trained to go
whichever way is appropriate, and
loose pieces of orchid may be
fastened directly on to the brick.

WATT'S
BOOKSHOP LTD

(Member N.Z. Booksellers Ass.)

We stock a wide range of gardening books
The fo l lowing t i t les on orch ids are
a v a i l a b l e :

★ COUNTRY L IFE BOOK OF
O R C H I D S

$110.00 (Limited stock)
(Brochures available on request)

★ O R C H I D S I N C O L O U R
$14 .95

^ O R C H I D S A N D T H E I R
C U L T I V A T I O N

$ 2 1 . 9 5 r
(Edited by Brian & Wilma

Rit tershausen)
O R C H I D S M O N T H B Y M O N T H

$ 9 . 9 5
Another great title just arrived —

BROMELAIDS $48.50 (Werner Rauh)

Send your order to —

Wa t t ' s B o o k s h o p L t d
Box 26, Morrlnsvllle (Ph. 6008)
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MERICLONES versus DIVISIONS
Russell Martin, Australia

W i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f m e r l s t e m
p ropaga t i on , t he ave rage o r ch id
e n t h u s i a s t h a s b e e n a f f o r d e d t h e
opportunity to obtain the very latest
I n a w a r d e d a n d o u t s t a n d i n g
varieties produced by orchid hybrid
ists at a fraction of the cost Involved
with an original propagation. Within
eighteen months to two years of the
award or new variety being created,
plantlets are available, whereas an
original propagation may take from
four to ten years to produce.

Merlclones are the only way In
w h i c h a c u t fl o w e r g r o w e r c a n
quickly up-grade his stock to suit a
particular market or to multiply an
outstanding cut flower clone which
may suit his needs. However, some
control is necessary over the num
ber of merlclones produced from
any one clone and this Is a matter
for the experienced orchid nursery
man to control. As with all forms of
nursery propagation, the so called
"back-yarder" Is always ready to
make a quick dollar and this leads to
an over-production of any parti
cular clone, and naturally reduces
the value of that clone, no matter
how valuable It may have been.

A s t h i s c o m p a r a t i v e l y n e w
m e t h o d o f p r o p a g a t i n g o r c h i d s
set t les down, no doubt the large
orchid hybridist with the long range
breeding program. Incorporating
only the finest and latest breeding
stock, wi l l w in out . Natura l ly the
outstanding clones to be subjected
to the merl-stem technique must be
d rawn f r om a l a rge se lec t i on o f
seedlings flowering for the first time
and It Is therefore more necessary

than ever to produce and flower a
la rge quan t i t y o f seed l i ngs f rom
w h i c h t o s e l e c t t h e o u t s t a n d i n g
clones for mult ipl ication.

O r c h i d e n t h u s i a s t s d o n o t a l l l o o k
fo r a mone ta ry re tu rn f rom the i r
investment but no doubt gain one
when their purchase finally flowers,
producing a " th ing of beauty" for
t h e m .

How many p lan ts surv ive f rom
flasks? I f you have a con t ro l l ed
heated house, the advantages of a
mist propagator, evaporative cooler
or aerovator, and can be In attend
ance with the plantlets for eight to
ten hours a day, seven days a week,
you will naturally have a great deal
o f success bu t can the ave rage
orchid enthusiast afford this type of
equipment and spend the necessary
amount of time, with the plantlets??

Merlclones are currently listed In
cata logues, throughout the wor ld,
for sa le In var ious s izes. This Is an
example of a certain clone priced at:
Size A, $6,15cm—22cm leaf growth;
Size B, $9, 30cm—45cm leaf growth;
Size C, $12, 1 bulb and Lead; Size
D, $24, 2 bulbs and lead; Size E,
$30, Merlclone In Spike.

A s a g a i n s t t h e s e fi g u r e s , a n
original propagation of the same
clone would be currently offered at
$40—$50, depend ing upon ava i l
ab i l i ty.

W h e n c o m p a r i n g o r i g i n a l
d i v i s i o n s w i t h t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d
mer l c lones , su re l y a compar i son
can be drawn say, as In the field of
A r t . A c o l l e c t o r w i l l n o t h e s i t a t e t o

pay from $1,000 upwards, for an
original Sir Hans Heysen, Sir Arthur
Streeton, or an Albert Namatj l l ra,
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when reproductions of the originals
can be purchased for $5 to $10. The
original will always hold its price for
a n i n t e r e s t e d c o l l e c t o r.

To s a y t h a t t h e " m a r k e t f o r
divisions only exists for plants not
wo r t h me r i c i on i ng o r t hose w i t h
o n l y l i m i t e d a p p e a l " i s f a r f r o m
c o r r e c t . M a n y h y b r i d i s t s d o n o t
agree with mericioning and naturally
do not have their outstanding or
award var ie t ies sub jec ted to th is
new technique. This does not mean
t h a t t h e i r v a r i e t i e s a r e i n f e r i o r t o
c lones wh ich have been mer ic loned .
In fact, in the case of some wealthy
orchid enthusiasts who prefer to
retain an outstanding clone in i ts
entirety, substantial sums of money
have been refused, for the rights of
reproduct ion.

Perhaps it should be brought to
the notice of newer growers, news
o f t h e t r a n s a c t i o n o f d i v i s i o n s a l e s
just af ter the Second World War.
This period could be rightly termed
t h e " G I r r a h w e e n G o l d e n E r a " f o r i t
was during this period that GIrrah
ween 'En id ' FCC. Gold Medal Orch id
Society of New South Wales was
e n j o y i n g i t s j u s t r e w a r d s . A n
in te res ted buye r was a f f o rded a
special treat when offered a small
green bulb of this fine cymbidium
for two hundred pounds (yes! $400)
in an almost cloak and dagger
atmosphere. I often wonder just
h o w m a n y t r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h i s
nature took place during this "gol
den era" of Cymbidium orchids in
A u s t r a l i a .

N O T I C E
It has been proposed that a study

group be set up to investigate New
Zea land Orch ids . Such th ings as
the i r cu l t i va t i on , d i s t r i bu t i on and
ra is ing f rom seed etc. Anyone
i n t e r e s t e d c o n t a c t W. J . F o r r e s t ,
19 Fairvlew Place, Te Puke.

1 0 t h W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
11-18th September, 1981.

T h e S o u t h A f r i c a n O r c h i d C o u n c i l
ex tends a cord ia l inv i ta t ion to orch id
growers throughout the world to
a t t e n d t h e 1 0 t h W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e a n d S h o w i n D u r b a n
during September, 1981.

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e f u r t h e r
in fo rmat ion , p lease wr i te to : The
W o r k i n g C o m m i t t e e , 1 0 t h W o r l d
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e , P. O . B o x
1 0 6 3 0 , M a r i n e P a r a d e , D u r b a n ,
Republic of South Africa, 4056.

Seedlings & Mericlones
of Interest

P o t . G o r d o n S u i ' R e d R a d i a n c e A M / A O S .
Fine Red of good shape. Medium size flowers.

Only a few of these. $6.00

Lc. ANA MARIA DUVEEN (Lc. Lee Langford
X Lc. Pacific Sun) Bright cooper Reds. $4.50

L c . A N A M A R I A D U V E E N X C . M A R Y L O U .

Expect sunset colours. Shapely. $5.00

BC. DEESE 'PERFECTION* X (Lc. ADOLPH
HECKER X BIc. NORMANS BAY) Large, richly

coloured and of perfect shape. $4.50

Phal. OPTIMIST X YOUGSTOWN. Large
flowers, many will be red In colour. Only a

f e w . $ 5 . 0 0

Phal. (Utopia X ScottI Maguire) X Rabbit. For
t h o s e w h o w a n t e x h i b i t i o n w h i t e s . $ 4 . 5 0

P h a l . B A R B A R A M O L E R ' T O P N O T C H ' X
B A R B A R A M O L E R ' K I S M E T ' 4 " Y e l l o w s
spotted Red. Very select Inbreeding. $4.50

All plants ex 3" — 4" pots. Post free on
orders $15.00 or more. Lesser orders, airmail
& South Is land add 50c. Descr ip t ions are
expectat ion only.

Tom & Pat F rench
Blue Bird Floiiste, 69 Devon St. East

New Plymouth. Phone: 83-795 or 70-179
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HOW I GOT STARTED IN ORCHIDS
(Being copy of an article contributed to the Australian Orchid Review, many years ago, by

Percy H. Sheaffe, 38 Fingal St, Brunswick Heads, NSW Australia.) No copyrights reserved.

"What, grow sticks? Not me."
I w a s r e p l y i n g t o a f r i e n d s

repeated suggestions that I take up
the hobby of growing orchids. In
those days in the late 1940's, I was
n e i t h e r i m p r e s s e d w i t h h i s
arguments in favour of the subject,
nor at the sight of his bush-house
full of Indian Dendrobium species,
w h i c h t o m e r e s e m b l e d s t i c k s .

Why should I want to change my
hobby, anyway?

Hadn't i already won the North
Coast Championship for gladioli?

W h a t r e a s o n w o u l d I n e e d t o
induce me to forsake these lovely
flowers to grow orchids?

Hadn't I, in my younger days, as
an enthusiastic vegetable grower in
m y l o c a l J u n i o r F a r m e r s C l u b ,
worked my way up to the top few in
the state, and hadn't i continued to
exhibit my vegetables successful ly
for many years. And wasn't it a fact
t h a t r i g h t n o w i n 1 9 4 0 - o d d , m y
who le a rab le a rea was chock fu l l o f
vegetables and gladioli beds.

I ask you, what good reason was
t h e r e f o r m e t o w a n t t o g r o w
o r c h i d s ?

This was the situation, when one
day, about 1950, my new father-in-
law sugges ted tha t i accompany
h i m o n a b r i e f v i s i t t o o n e o f h i s
ne ighbours who "Grew a few
o r c h i d s . "

Well, I went
T h i s m a n l i v e d i n a S y d n e y

suburb, and his few orchids turned
out to be a few bush-houses fu l l o f
fl o w e r i n g p l a n t s w h i c h I l a t e r
d i s c o v e r e d w e r e k n o w n a s

cymbidiums. What a terrible name
— but oh yes, what lovely flowers.
T h e s e w e r e o r c h i d s s u c h a s i h a d
never seen before, and far removed
f r o m f r i e n d s " s t i c k s . "

E i t h e r t h r o u g h p i t y f o r m y
ignorance, or some blind faith in the
future, our host sent me home with
a n o r c h i d p l a n t t o g r o w —
something to practise on.

Wei l , I pract ised ai l r ight . This
Cymbidium lowianum was repotted
into a 8-inch pot full of red soil, that
being the "s tuff " which made my
o t h e r p l a n t s g r o w s o w e l l . A n d
w o u l d y o u b e l i e v e i t , t h e t h i n g
thrived. For a couple of years it just
raced ahead, and bore many green
flowers, just l ike many more fav
o u r e d l o w i a n u m s w o u l d d o f o r t h e i r
m a s t e r s .

So the founda t ion was la id . La te r
on i visi ted the N.S.W.O.S. town hai l
show, and really saw orchid blooms
at their best. From then on it just
became a s teady progress o f
getting more and more plants, with
the deve lopment o f tha t te r r ib le ,
i nev i t ab le l us t t o own the ra res t —
t h e b e s t .

D u r i n g m y 2 0 - o d d y e a r s o f
g r o w i n g o r c h i d s i r e c o g n i s e , i n
re t rospec t , two m i les tones . F i r s t
was the chance meeting with the
late Jim Mackinney Senr. of Epping
who taught me so many of the finer
points of growing orchids, and who,
to me, proved to be a true orchid
growing friend.

Second was what I call my first
real acceptance as a grower. It was
m y fi r s t m e e t i n g w i t h M r s R e n e
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Mahony, who had come from
Macksville to judge our local show. I
recall her first question to me. It was
"What Is your best orchid, young
man?" when I answered GIrrahween
Enid, I gathered from her expression
that I had really joined the ranks.

So I became an orchid grower.
A n d w h a t b e c a m e o f t h o s e

gladioli, you may ask.
Well, last year I sat down and

w r o t e t o a w e l l k n o w n S o u t h e r n
g r o w e r ;

Dear Sir — After a break of about
20 years, I would like to grow a few
more gl

Well ington
Orchid Society

S h o w
by Dorothy Cooper

A large range of genera was on
display at the Wellington Orchid
Society's October (Labour Weekend)
S h o w — 1 9 7 8 .

The members' display around the
outer area of the hall featured a fine
Phalaenopsis display arranged
around a series of cascading pools,
a large group of Cattleyas and a
c o r n e r d e v o t e d t o n a t i v e o r c h i d s
arranged as In their natural habitat.
A separa te a rea was devo ted to
Odontoglossums and they made a
dazzling display. An Innovation was
a display of stamps from around the
world featuring orchids, from the
private collection of Jean Mowbray.
During the Show, several potting
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s a n d d i s c u s s i o n s o n
culture were given In an adjacent
h a l l . P u b l i c I n t e r e s t I n o r c h i d s I n
th i s d i s t r i c t seems to be Insa t i ab le .

A sa les tab le d id b r i sk bus iness as
did two commercial stands. About
1900 people visited the show during
the three days.

Asked to select a few plants that
'caught ones eye' we have listed the
following, but hasten to add that
many fine plants were present and
any such choice Is Inevitably a
personal one.

P h a l a e n o p s i s R E D L I P S x
BARBARA MOLLER, bore ye l low-
green pe ta ls and sepa ls w i th
tesselated red markings and stripes,
and red lip. A large thriving plant of
DENDROBIUM l lngulforme covered
In flowers fo rmed an Impress i ve
display, as did DENDROBIUM prim-
u l l n u m v a r. g i g a n t e u m w i t h f o u r
pendant canes each flower ing a t
e v e r y n o d e . A fi n e s p e c i m e n o f
VAN DA tricolor var. suavis had spot
ted red-white petals and sepals and
bicoloured red lip. A splash of bright
colour was provided by three spikes
o f g o l d e n y e l l o w fl o w e r s o n
DENDROBIUM flmbrlatum. A huge
s p e c i m e n p l a n t o f C Y M B I D I U M
A F R I C A N A D V E N T U R E w i t h 1 1
sp i kes a t t rac ted much a t ten t i on .
MILTONIA CELLE WATERFALL pro
vided a fine example of the waterfall
M l l t o n l a s . O D O N T O C I D I U M J A C O -
BERT carr ied two large branched
spikes with numerous browny red
flowers bearing yellow and red Hps.

T h e S h o w p r o v i d e d m a n y
examples to demonstrate that well
g rown and flowered spec ies can
provide as colourful and Impressive
a d i sp lay as the mos t e labo ra te
hybr ids.

WANTED; Vol. 1. No. 6. and Vol. 3.
No. 4. Orchids in NZ.

The Ed i to r wou ld apprec ia te the
r e t u r n o f c o p i e s o f t h e
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d f r o m S o c i e t i e s

surplus stocks.
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VALLEY ORCHIDS MINIATURES
Strong well rooted single plants well in excess of
m i n i m u m 1 5 c m i e a f s a i e s i z e .

M E R I C L O N E S
V704 + C SARAH JEAN 'SPARKLE' June flowering, superb as specimen piant. Bountiful
and beautiful. (S.J. 'FIRST LADY' HCC/AOS & S.J. 'GOLDILOCKS' pictured in v.o's 1979
Catalogue.) Some could be tetraploids. $11.00 each.
V806 + C LUSTROUS x PUMILUM. One of tfie earliest flowering minis. Has won NSW
Royal Easter Show on many occasions. A must to extend the flowering season to its
utmost. See v.o. 1979 Catalogue for picture. Plants later — some could be tetraploids.
$ 11 . 0 0 e a c h .
V818. CISC 'REYNELLA' August brown. Perfectly straight upright spikes. Promising
breeder for straight spikes. Plants later. $11.00 each.

Flasks of above plus other v.o. miniature mericlones available at *A80 equivalent.

S E E D L I N G S

+ c) means flasks were colchicine treated and therefore some plants
rom each flasking can be expected to be converted to tetraploids.

SINIGLE PLANTS $S.OO each. Only a few left of the next two listings.
7 5 1 1 + c S A R A H J E A N ' G G L D I L G C K S ' x W Y A N G A ' E L A N G R A '
AD/NSW 50®/o pure colour greens.

7529+ c GIDGET 'ZUMA' x BEXLEY RADIANCE 'BEXLEY' for bright
red minis and novelties. Already off v.o's listing we are LUCKY to have
a f e w l e f t .

7 6 5 6 + c S A R A H J E A N ' S PA R K L E ' x M E L I N G A ' R U M J U N G L E ' u l t r a
early yellows — some jade. 50% pure colour. Single plants available
short ly.
We will have limited numbers of single plants from the following
co lch ic ine t rea ted flasks ava i lab le l a te r.
7657 + c OlSO X IRELAND 'APRIL SHOWERS' ultra early browns and yellows.
7658 + c OiSO X MELINGA 'RUM JUNGLE' ultra early browns and yellows.
7660 + c SARAH JEAN 'SPARKLE' x WYANGA 'ELANGRA' AD/NSW quality greens.
7 6 6 1 + c S E N S AT I O N ' C H I A N T E ' x P U M I L U M ' A L B U M ' m i n i r e d s .
7 6 6 2 + c S L E E P I N G B E A U T Y ' S A R A H J E A N ' x P U M I L U M ' A L B U M ' a r e m a k e o f t h e
famous (Sarah Jeans).

Valley Grchids 1979 colour catalogue and our own current l ist ing
a v a i l a b l e f r e e .
Grders in excess of $30.00 freight free.
Calling? Appointments save disappointments.

F. A . B u r k e L t d
C U T F L O W E R E X P O R T E R S P L A N T & F L A S K I M P O R T E R S

246 King Street, Whakatane
Nursery, 31 Arawa Road, Phones: 8648 and 8060



QUALITY CYMBIDIUM MERICLONES
SAMPLES FROM OUR EXTENSIVE STOCKS

M I N E T TA ' . G R E E N Q U E E N ' F C C / A O S
One of the best green miniatures available. Up to 30 blooms on tall
s p i k e s , v e r y c l e a r g r e e n c o l o u r i n g . 6 " p o t s $ 1 0 . 0 0

I V Y F U N G ' R A D I A N C E ' B / C S A
Deep maroon miniature. Hard to find a better one in this colour.

6" pots $10.00
K I N G A U T H U R ' S O V E R E I G N ' A M / R H S

Apple green, white l ip miniature, vigorous grower. 6" pots $10.00
D A G ' G R E E N P R I N C E S S '

Sap g reen , c ream l i p m in ia tu re . 6 " po ts $10 .00 /V2ga l . $12 .50
A N N M I L L E R ' Z U M A '

D a r k p i n k m i n i a t u r e , g o o d s p i k e h a b i t . 6 " p o t s $ 1 0 . 0 0
B U D M A R C H ' R O S E T T A '

Ear ly flower ing c lear ye l low s tandard te t rap lo id . An o ld favor i te
a n d a s h o w w i n n e r e a c h y e a r . 6 " p o t s $ 1 0 . 0 0

C L A R i S S E C A R LT O N ' T I A M A R I A ' H O C / A O S
A f a v o u r i t e w i n n e r i n s t a n d a r d s . ^ 6 " p o t $ 1 0 . 0 0

G E R I A N T ' M A L I B U '
A h e a v y p r o d u c i n g g r e e n m i n i a t u r e . 6 " p o t $ 1 0 . 0 0

K I N G A R T H U R ' S A N D I E G O ' A M / A D S
B r o n z e y e l l o w m i n i a t u r e . 6 " p o t $ 1 0 . 0 0

S H O W G I R L ' M I S T I N G U E T T E '
A good white miniature, good spike habit and heavy producer.

6" pot $10.00
TA P E S T R Y ' L O N G B E A C H ' B / 5 W 0 C

R e d s t a n d a r d , g o o d fl o w e r p r o d u c e r . 6 " p o t $ 1 0 . 0 0
W A L L A R A ' G O L D N U G G E T A M / V O C

An outstanding yellow standard, a frequent winner at shows in N.Z.
a n d A u s t r a l i a . 6 " p o t $ 1 0 . 0 0 / V 2 g a l . $ 1 2 . 5 0

John S. Hannah
"GROWER OF FINE ORCHIDS"

Wa l t e r s R o a d , R . D . 2 , P a p a k u r a , N e w Z e a l a n d " ^
P h o n e 2 9 8 - 4 2 8 7
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