
QUALITY CYMBIDIUM SEEDLINGS
Standards

Musita 'P ink ie ' x Joan of Arc 'Mem Dave
McLean'

Super new tripioids for exhibition and cut
fiower production. Very free blooming pinks.

Claude Pepper 4n (Doris Aurea 4n x Rincon
Ciarisse 4n)

Round reds, pinks, bronzes and polychromes
wil l dominate in th is l ine. Sure to be awards
and some fine parents for the future amongst
these seedlings.

Fascination 'Amethyst' x Doris Aurea 'Cardinal'
4n

Smaii flowers on medium length stems. Very
dark shades which should prove ideal for the
European export market.

Cabernet 'Noel Wilson' x Vieux Rose 'Oeil Park'
Rose to reds of superb quality.

Doris Aurea 'Cardinal' 4n x Firewheei 'Ruby' 4n
Tetraploids in all shades ranging from deep
rose through ruby reds.

Vienna 'Blue Danube' x Bartoime Ferel io
'Patr ic ian '

Exhibition yellows, very vigorous and late
blooming.

Firewheei 'Ruby' 4n x Joan of Arc 'Mem Dave
McLean'

Pink exhibition tetraploids where the long
arching spike of Firewheei 'Ruby' 4n will
compliment the shorter, upright spike of the
Joan of Arc .

Wallara 'Gold Nugget' x Sensation 'Vieux Rose'
Expect bright colours from this crossing.

Acapuico Gold 'Coburg' x Swallow 'Golden Gate'
4 n

Expect 100 per cent yellows of full form.
Claude Pepper 'Coburg' x Remus 'Sunset'

Remus "Sunset" has a very tail spike. We
anticipate 10-12 blooms on straight upright
spikes with colour tending heavily to the reds
and browns. European export.

Miniatures
Coversheen 'St. Patrick' x Dag 'Little Jewel'

Green novelties, many of which will be con-
colour or have very little lip marking.

Roslante AM x Showgirl 'Coburg'
Dark pinks on upright spikes. Full but not
round flowers with spike averaging 11-14
blooms.

Kailnka 'Pacific' (Cooperi 'Plush' x Cinnabar
'The Globe') x Ann Miller 'Midnight'

Expect some very dark colours from this
crosing. tail stems of beautifully formed
fi i w e r s .

Kalinka 'Pacific' (Cooperi 'Plush' x Cinnabar
'The Globe') x Chief Joseph 'Featherhiil'

Heaivest in red shades, the flowers will be a
little smaller in this cross. Robust growers
with medium sized pseudobuibs.

$3.00 per plant or 10 plants for $25.00

Touchstone 'Mahogon/' x Doris Aurea 'Cardinal'
4n

Touchstone "Mahogany" has not previously
given seed, despite many attempts so this is
a first. Expect long semi-pendulous spikes
of deep reds and browns.

Vieux Rose 'Deii Park' x Chief Joseph 'Coburg'
intermediates in the strong bronzes, golds and
pinks. Flowers about ZVi" diameter on med
ium length upright spikes.

Dag 'Little Jewel' x Nlia 'Green Gold'
Superb greens for cut fiower or exhibition.

Showgirl 'Coburg' x Barushka 'Featherhiil'
(Babylon x Red Imp)

Some will be quite smali-fiowered, others of
a more intermediate character. Mostly yel
lows and gold of award potential.

Plus Freight

John S. Hannah
"GROWER OF FINE ORCHIDS"

Walters Road, R.D. 2, Papakura, New Zealand
P h o n e 2 9 8 - 4 2 8 7
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B E C K ' S
O R C H I D M I X E S

A v a i l a b l e a t

A . B E C K
R.D. 2, Ngatea
H a u r a k I P l a i n s

A S Q U I T H N U R S E R I E S
67 Asqu i th Avenue

M t . A l b e r t
A u c k l a n d

P h o n e 8 6 2 - 8 2 6

A V A L O N O R C H I D S
23 Mabey Street

L o w e r H u t t

M 3

B E C K ' S
O R C H I D M I X E S

H A V I N G P R O B L E M S
Getting those flasks and plants in?

Try US — no freight — clearance or packaging for
o rde rs i n excess o f $ 50 . Ex t ra cho ice flasks and la te r

single plants from
VALLEY ORCHIDS listings - Our recommendations

. M o r i c l o n e fl a s k s A u s t . fl o w e r i n g t i m e s $ A .
V 4 0 2 VA L L E Y S O N G ' M A U R E E N ' 3 n . H C C / A O S , A O C , N S W. e a r l y J u n e 1 0 0

up to 14 X 472" white flowers Aust. champion early Cymbid.
V 5 0 4 S L E E P I N G D R E A M ' G O L D R U S H ' A D / S A 4 n . A u g u s t , v i g o r o u s a n d 1 5 0

prolific, 18 flowers, intense yellow with orange lips.
V 5 0 9 Z U M M A B 0 y D ' T E T R A H l G H ' A M / A 0 S 4 n . A u g . g r e e n 1 4 x 4 y 4 " f u l l 1 5 0

shaped flowers on strong spikes, large bulbs produce 2 spikes each for 3
successive years.

V603 SLEEPING DREAM 'CASTLE' 4n. 2n pictured in catalogue, 12 x 4 'A " 1 50
brick coloured flowers on long upright spikes.

V 8 0 5 V A L Y A C R A I G ' S U N S E T ' 3 n . A u g . B r i l l i a n t a p r i c o t y e l l o w 8 0
14 at a time on strong upright stems.

V 8 2 4 WA R O N A ' T O M M Y ' 4 n . L a t e S e p t e m b e r , u p t o 1 4 X 4 ' / 4 " p u r p l e r e d 1 0 0
flowers on tall semi arching stems.

V 8 2 6 S L E E P I N G G I A N T ' T E T R A K I N G ' 4 n . A l a t e p u r e c o l o u r d a r k g r e e n 1 0 0
with yellow lips up to 1 3 flowers on tall stems.

V 8 2 7 V A L L E Y F L O W E R ' T A B A S C O ' 4 n . L a t e S e p t e m b e r u n u s u a l r e d , 1 0 0
prolific. 16x4%" 'starry' open flat blooms.

All ultra modern and excellent for the future export markets. Many more equally as
good as we l l as an ex tens ive l i s t ing o f seed l ing flasks o f except iona l qua l i t y In
VALLEY ORCHIDS 1979 Colour Catalogue.

F r o m o u r o w n l i s t i n g . M e r i c l o n e fl a s k s $ N Z
ROTHESAY 'BLACK LABEL' 3n. Sept . An except iona l brown. 18x4%" 1 50
flowers on a tall strong trained straight stem as a seedling 1977.
GUADALAJARA 'SIESTA' BM/CSA. Sept/Oct. a large ful l apricot yel low 1 50
2 stems per bulb. Very much sought after. Flowered 2 years 9 months from
fl a s h f b r u s .

LOCH BURNIE 'GLEN MIST' Oct. This is our favourite, a soft green with 1 25
a white lip blotched blood red of very good shape on tall strong stems.

Single plants of all above available late 1979 on.
V.O's catalogue and our own listings free.

F . A . B u r k e L t d .
C U T F L O W E R E X P O R T E R S P L A N T & F L A S K I M P O R T E R S

246 King Street, Whakatane

Nursery 31 Arawa Road, Phones 8648 and 6060

G O R D O N B R U C E
509 Carrington Road

New Plymouth
P h o n e 3 4 - 5 8 3

N O R M P O R T E R
4 3 3 T e M o a n a R o a d

W a i k a n a e
P h o n e 6 9 7 7

B R Y A N C L A R K
M a r a e k a k a h o R o a d

Hastings
P h o n e 8 8 - 7 3 4

T O M G R I M S O N
1 6 2 S t o u t S t r e e t

G i s b o r n e
P h o n e 4 4 5 0

Y O U N G ' S O R C H I D S
Cambridge Road

T a m a h e r e
H a m i l t o n

P h o n e 6 5 - 4 1 1

A R T H U R M O R R I S
2 4 S u s s e x S t r e e t

M a s t e r t o n
P h o n e 6 8 5 4

Proven

Ready to Use
Free Flowing

Fast Draining
Screened

Fertilised
M I X I S B A G G E D I N D R Y C O N D I T I O N
A N D S H O U L D B E D A M P E D P R E F E R

A B L Y T H E D A Y B E F O R E U S E .
I N F O U R S I Z E S F O R Y O U R

C O N V E N I E N C E

H A D F I E L D O R C H I D S
4 0 9 T r e m a i n e A v e n u e

P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h
P h o n e 8 3 - 4 8 9
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T H E O R C H I D G A R D E N S O F
MELBOURNE, HOBART, ADELAIDE
A N D S Y D N E Y

PLUS THE 1979
HOBART ORCHID
CONVENTION

A 1 7-day holiday departing from Auckland on Friday
28 September 1 979. Includes 3-days in Melbourne at
the Diplomat Motor Inn . . . six full days in Tasmania
Including four days at the wrest point Casino for the
1 979 Orchid Convention . . . three days in
Adelaide . . . and five days in Sydneyl
Costs: $849.00 per person with a single room

$699.00 per person share twin room
$677.00 per person share triple room
(all plus travel tax $45.50)

INFORMATION FROM THE
ORCHID COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND
OR
TRAVEL GLOBE HOLIDAYS
BOX 4299 AUCKLAND

T H E O F F I C I A L O R C H I D C O N V E N T I O N T O U R
F O R T H E O R C H I D C O U N C I L O F N E W Z E A L A N D

retardant incorporated in its makeup
w o u l d b e t h e b e s t t o u s e . T h i s w i l l l a s t
much longer than standard polythene.
A n a l t e r n a t i v e p r o d u c t b e i n g
marketed is polybubble. From reports
I have received, this appears to be
q u i t e s u i t a b l e ( I h a v e h a d n o
experience with this product to date,
but will be trying some this year). If
a n d w h e n y o u l i n e y o u r h o u s e ,
endeavour to have an air gap between
the glass, or whatever material your
house is covered with and the lining
m a t e r i a l . T h e g a p w i l l a c t a s a n
insulat ing barr ier and so reduce heat
l o s s . L i k e w i s e i t w i l l a c t i n r e v e r s e i n
hot sunny weather. Remember you
stil l require ventilation, even in winter,
but avoid draughts. A circulation of air
is essential at all times of the year.

Spraying: Check your plants for
any sign of insect or pest infestation,
spray accordingly. A good precaution
is to have a general clean up spray,
b e f o r e b r i n g i n g t h e p l a n t s i n t o y o u r
house. A good spray is malathion and
o i l . K e l t h a n e I s a l s o a s u i t a b l e
i nsec t i c ide ( l ess dangerous than
malath ion) . Th iodan (a semi systemic
spray) is suitable for all chewing and
sucking insects, but must be used
w i t h c a u t i o n . ( T h e n e c e s s a r y
p r e c a u t i o n s a r e s t a t e d o n t h e
conta iner) . Fungi , an or th ic ide of
Z78 or captan is safe for botrytis etc.
Derosal, is another semi systemic
spray suitable for fungi. Once again it
m u s t b e h a n d l e d w i t h c a u t i o n .

Watering: As the days are getting
shorter, and temperatures lower you
will need to watch watering. Now that
a u t u m n i s h e r e , ( w i t h w i n t e r
a p p r o a c h i n g ) w a t e r y o u r p l a n t s
sparingly, preferably before 3 pm.
During the colder temperatures of
winter even less water ing wi l l be
needed. At th is t ime o f the year

p lants , should be protected f rom
e x t r e m e c o l d a n d f r o s t s . M a t u r e
cymbidiums are fairly hardy and will
stand cool conditions; In fact they wili
be all the better for being grown hard,
a s t h e y r e s e n t t o o m u c h h e a t a n d
w i n t e r w a r m t h .

Feeding: As with watering a similar
programme is required with feeding.
Gradually ease up as cooler weather
approaches. Don't worry about feed
during the winter months. The odd
f o l i a r f e e d w i l l b e b e n e fi c i a l .

Stakes: Spikes will no doubt be
showing now. Have your stakes in
readiness. If you use wire stakes, see
they have been sterilized, either by
the flame method, or by boiling.

I hope the foregoing notes will be of
help to readers, particularly to those
of you who have just picked up the
o r c h i d c r a z e .

ORCHID COUNCIL OF NZ
JUDGES

Regional Panel No. 1.
W.G. Aldridge, Miss K. Alison, A.H. Blackmore,
F. Brijevich, J.R. Brijevich, H. Freer, Mrs J.
F r e e r , H . L . G o d w i n , M r s H . H e n s o n , J .
Hennessey, F.E.J. Meson, N. Mil ler, Mrs J.
Underwood, T. Verryt, Mrs E. Willetts, S. Wrey.

Regional Panel No. 2.
D. Bell, M. Clerk, Mrs B. Cuilen, J. Dixon, I.D.
Jemes, R. Meunder, P. Wyett.

Regional Panel No. 3.
Mrs P. Boon, G. Boon, G. Bruce, T. French, Mrs
B. Wetkins, R. Wetkins, W.H. Whitteker.

Regional Panel No. 4.
F.R. Askin, Mrs K. Black, P. Brookfield, J.G.
Jackson, G.A. Meney, Mrs J. Mendoze, N.W.
Porter, G. Robertson, M. Wilton, N.G. Wood, L.
W y e t t .
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A u t u m n a n d W i n t e r C a r e
by Norm Wood — Palmerston North

This article I have prepared involved
a general maintenance and clean up
p r o g r a m m e . S o o n y o u w i l l h a v e t o
bring your plants inside for winter
protection, or arrange for some means
of shelter. Prepare a list of items
requiring attention. The following will
g i v e s o m e o r d e r o f s e q u e n c e t o
f o l l o w .

Benching: Check benching for any
signs of decay, particularly at joints of
timbers, and the damper areas of your
g l a s s h o u s e , g r e e n h o u s e , o r
shadehouse etc. These previously
unno t i ced weaknesses have a nas t y
h a b i t o f s h o w i n g u p a n d p o s s i b l y
collapsing after you have loaded your
benches or staging with flowering
p l a n t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y c y m b i d i u m s ,
which are in larger pots and therefore
h e a v i e r .

Glazing: Check the glazing while
y o u r p l a n t s a r e o u t s i d e , a n d i f
requiring attention have it attended to
i m m e d i a t e l y. N o t h i n g I s w o r s e t h a n
trying to repair leaks when your house
is full of plants. During the first part of
the season a few drops of water are
not important but at flowering time
they spell disaster. Nothing can be
more heartbreaking than to see the
blooms you have carefully grown for
t h e a n n u a l s h o w c o v e r e d w i t h

uns igh t ly b rown spots when an hour
o r t w o ' s w o r k e a r l y i n t h e s e a s o n
would have prevented this.

Hygiene: Scrub out and clean away
algae that collects in awkward places.
U s e a n y h o u s e h o l d d e t e r g e n t ,
d i s i n f e c t a n t , o r b l e a c h f o r t h i s
o p e r a t i o n — t h e n h o s e d o w n

thoroughly. Clean out all debris that
seems to collect in odd places. With a
c l e a n a n d t i d y h o u s e y o u w i l l h a v e
less chance of an infestation of pests.
Now that you have repaired all your
benching, fixed your leaks, cleaned
everything up, have a good look round
to see what you have fo rgot ten . You
wil l have missed something. A pot
lay ing under the bench, that you
intended to shift months ago, some
decaying vegetation, a hook you had a
basket fall from last year, which you
i n t e n d e d t o fi x b u t d i d n o t . A l l t h e s e
l i t t l e th ings shou ld be remed ied .
S takes need to be checked , c leaned
and ready for use.

Heating: If you use any form of
h e a t i n g , I w o u l d s u g g e s t y o u c h e c k
your sys tem ou t . I ron ou t l as t years
p r o b l e m s . I t i s v e r y u p s e t t i n g a n d
annoying if you suddenly require a
litt le extra heat and you find your
s y s t e m i s n o t f u n c t i o n i n g
satisfactorily. Winter is just around
the corner. Be ready.

Shad ing : Th ink abou t remov ing
some of your shading in the near
future. A glasshouse that has been
painted for summer will probably need
some removed — A pa in t sc raper o r
stiff bristle broom will be of help here.
Under glass shade cloth or scrim can
b e t a k e n d o w n .

Energy Conservat ion: I probably
s h o u l d h a v e m e n t i o n e d t h i s u n d e r t h e

h e a d i n g o f h e a t i n g . H o w e v e r t o
m a i n t a i n t h e m a x i m u m h e a t t h a t i s

r e q u i r e d f o r y o u r p a r t i c u l a r
c o n d i t i o n s , I w o u l d s u g g e s t y o u
consider l ining your glasshouse or
greenhouse with clear polythene. A
p o l y t h e n e w i t h a n u l t r a v i o l e t

NEW ZEALAND INDIGENOUS ORCHIDS
BY A lbe r t H . B iackmore .

The Orchid Council of New Zealand will be holding the first National Orchid
Conference and Show in 1 980. New Zealand Indigenous orchids must be
featured especially as many overseas Orchid growers will be attending,

I have noticed that groups from several Orchid Societies are organising
searches in their districts to gain knowledge of the natural habitat of these
orchids and reports show that in spite of so much destruction of natural
growth, some good finds have been made.

F o r t h o s e u n f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e
o rch ids and the i r na tu ra l pos i t i on o f
growth, I shal l endeavour to g ive
some help in this direction.

I r emember as a sma l l boy, when
living in the Waikato on a farm which
was in the process of development,
fi n d i n g m a n y t e r r e s t r i a l g r c h i d s
g row ing i n unp loughed g round . I
would dig them up and gather the
l i t t l e , c l e a r c o l o u r e d , w a x y b u l b s ,
taking them to my mother saying that
t h e y w e r e l i t t l e p o t a t o e s . I d o u b t
whether there are any left now as
where orch ids grew, cows and sheep
eat grass and clover. Such is the price
of necessary progress.

O f t h e t w e n t y o n e ( 2 1 ) o r c h i d
genera ident ified in New Zealand,
seventeen (1 7) are terrestrial and four
(4) are epiphytic, these being divided
into s ix ty s ix (66) species of the
f o r m e r a n d s i x ( 6 ) o f t h e l a t t e r .
S e v e n t y t w o ( 7 2 ) i n a l l . W h e n
studying them one cannot fa i l ; to
o b s e r v e t h a t m o s t h a v e t h e i r
counterparts in Australia and many
are Indo-Malayan in origin, coming
down by way of Java and New Guinea
into Australia and on to New Zealand,
leaving some in Lord Howe Island on
the way.

I t m a y b e d i f fi c u l t f o r s o m e t o
u n d e r s t a n d h o w o r c h i d s c o u l d t r a v e l
the large distance across the Tasman,
but because of the lightness of orchid
seed and the prevailing winds coming

from the west, this is possible. It is
not uncommon to see a heavy dusting
of Australia's red earth on plants in
N e w Z e a l a n d a f t e r a s t r o n g d r y
westerly wind.

DESCRIPTIONS AND DRAWINGS:
I have been fortunate in obtaining

permission to use copies of drawings
from "Flora of New Zealand, Volume
2" pub l i shed by t he Gove rnmen t
Printing Office. My description will be
limited on account of space allowable
i n " O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d , " b u t i t
should be sufficient with the drawings
to allow identification of plants. My
remarks will be of type (terrestrial or
epiphytic), place and habitat, some
description of plant and flower giving
co lou r and mon ths when flowers a re
expec ted . Abbrev ia t i ons w i l l be seen
on the drawings, the meanings of
which wi l l be shown ear ly in the
a r t i c l e and as seve ra l i s sues o f t he
J o u r n a l w i l l b e u s e d , i t w i l l b e
n e c e s s a r y t o r e f e r t o b a c k n u m b e r s
f r o m t i m e t o t i m e .

M E S S A G E T O T H O S E W H O
I N T E N D S E A R C H I N G . B E C A R E F U L
THAT NO PLANTS ARE DESTROYED.
TA K E P H O T O G R A P H S A N D I F Y O U
T R A N S P L A N T, D O S O W H E N Y O U
A R E S U R E I T C O U L D B E
SUCCESSFUL. LET ME INFORM YOU
T H A T I H A V E H E L D T H E S T A T E S
C O M M I S S I O N O F H O N . I N S P E C TO R
OF SCENIC RESERVES FOR FORTY
Y E A R S .
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K E Y T O A B B R E V I A T I O N S O N D R A W I N G S

A n a n t h e r L a . t : l abe l l um t i p
C a ; c a l l u s L f . s : l e a f s h e a t h

C a p . c a p s u l e N e : n e c t a r y
C o : c o l u m n O v : o v a r y
C o . w : c o l u m n - w i n g P e t . p e t a l
C o ( , c o l u m n - f o o t P o : po l l en masses
C - s : c u t s u r f a c e P o l ; w a x y p o l l i i t i d
O . S e p : dorsa l sepa l P s b ; p s e u d o h i i l b
L . S e p . la te ra l sepa l R . l ; r o s e t t e l e a v e s

L a : l a b e l l u m R o : r o s t e l l u m
L a . a : l a b e l l u m a p p e n d a g e S t : s t i g m a
L a . l ; l a t e r a l l o b e o f l a b e l l u m S t p : s t i p e
L a . m : mid lobe of label lum T u : t u b e r

1 . A C I A N T H U S h a v i n g t h r e e s p e c
ies. fornicatus, reniformis and vir i-
dis. Terrestrial growing on both
I s l a n d s .

A . v t r i d i s

- C o w

A C I A N T H U S

A . f o r n i c a t u s

( a ) f o r n i c a t u s , G r o w s u n d e r l i g h t
shade. When not flower ing i t can
be found by a large leaf on the
surface of the ground. Flowers
3 —6mnri across May to Septem
ber, green with dull red on labei-
l u m .

( b ) r e i n f o r m i s , G r o w s u n d e r l i g h t
s h a d e o f s c r u b e t c . i n m o i s t c o n d
itions. Flowers pink to greenish in
August and September.

( c ) v i r i d i s , F o u n d i n m o s s y fl o o r o f
forest and subalpine scrub. Flow
ers greenish during early spring.

: - A n

A c o m m e m o r a t i v e c a l e n d a r w i l l b e
on sale during the Conference. We
b e l i e v e i t w i l l b e a c o l l e c t o r ' s i t e m a n d
the utmost care is being taken in i ts
preparation. Societies throughout the
count ry w i l l be g iven the oppor tun i ty
t o o b t a i n t h e s e f o r s a l e t o m e m b e r s
a n d f r i e n d s t o w a r d s t h e e n d o f n e x t
y e a r .

A N o r t h S h o r e m e m b e r h a s d o n a t e d
$ 1 0 0 t o w a r d s C o n f e r e n c e f u n d s , a s
well as making $1,000 available in
t h e f o r m o f a l o a n t o w a r d s i n i t i a l
expenses . Ano the r member has a l so
d o n a t e d $ 2 5 , a n d w e a r e m o s t
grateful for this practical help at a
stage of planning when it is most
n e e d e d .

6TH AUSTRALIAN
ORCHID CONFERENCE

1979
Tour Escorted by Mrs Rose Bell,
V i c e P r e s i d e n t G i s b o r n e O r c h i d
Society.

1 5 D AY S F r o m 2 9 t h S e p t e m b e r
t o 1 3 t h O c t o b e r .

Visiting Orchid Show and Confer
e n c e i n H o b a r t , P l u s M e l b o u r n e ,
Adelaide, Sydney.

To u r C o s t : S h a r e T w i n $ 7 2 8 . 0 0 - i -
T a x $ 4 5 . 0 0

Single Room $853.00
T a x $ 4 5 . 5 0

Registration Papers available at

B & C World Travel,
60 Peel St . ,

G i s b o r n e
P h o n e : G i s b o r n e 6 8 2 3

O B I T U A R Y :

D Igby Graham
W i t h t h e p a s s i n g o f D i g b y

G r a h a m , t h e w o r l d o f o r c h i d s h a s
lost a most accomplished artist and
s c h o l a r o f t h e g e n u s
Paph ioped i lum.

D i g b y d i d n o t a c t u a l l y g r o w
o r c h i d s . H i s e a r l y i n t e r e s t i n
pa in t ing was concerned wi th b i rds
bu t ove r r ecen t yea rs h i s t a l en t s
h a d b e e n c h a n n e l l e d a l m o s t

e x c l u s i v e l y t o w a r d r e s e a r c h a n d
painting of Paphiopedilum species.
So intense did his passion become
t h a t h e h a d a l m o s t r e a c h e d t h e
threshold of being recognised as a
world authority on this group of
o r c h i d s . To h a v e a c h i e v e d s u c h a
distinction In Europe or the United
S t a t e s w o u l d h a v e b e e n a
c o m m e n d a b l e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,
b u t t o h a v e d o n e s o i n N e w
Zealand, far removed from centres
o f r e s e a r c h , l i t e r a t u r e a n d c l o s e
c o n t a c t w i t h o t h e r a u t h o r i t i e s h a s
always astonished me.

T h o s e c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h
persons possessing such artistic
a n d c r e a t i v e d r i v e a r e o f t e n c a l l e d

u p o n t o m a k e s a c r i fi c e s a n d
D i g b y ' s w i f e a n d d a u g h t e r m u s t
have had expe r i ence o f t h i s . We
offer praise and understanding for
t h e i r t o l e r a n c e a n d c o n d o l e n c e s i n
t h e i r s a d l o s s .

Let us hope that some way will
be found for the fruits of Digby's
l a b o u r s t o b e u s e d t o e n h a n c e o u r

understanding and appreciation of
P a p h i o p e d i l u m s p e c i e s , a s h e
envisaged i t would be. We should
be very proud that a New Zealander
set himself such a formidable target
and got so far towards achieving it.
He will be greatly missed.

George Fuller
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W A I K A T O
1 2 Oct. 1979; 1.00 pm to 9.00 pm
1 3 Oct. 1979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
14 Oct. 1979: 10.00 am to 3.30 pm
LOCATION: Fer ry Bank Lounge, Grantham
S t r e e t , H a m i l t o n .
O T A G O

E x h i b i t i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h l o c a l c h u r c h
f u n c t i o n s . F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e
Secretary, Mr M.L. Young, 61 Argyle Street,
Mosgiel.
W E L L I N G T O N
20 Oct. 1979: 1 pm to 6.00 pm
21 Oct. 1979:10.00 am to 5.00 pm
22 Oct. 1979:10.00 am to 4.00 pm
LOCATION: S t . Oran 's Co l lege Ha l l , H igh
S t r e e t , L o w e r H u t t .

N O R T H S H O R E
2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2 O c t . 1 9 7 9 .
LOCATION: Teacher's Training College Hall,
Akoranga Drive, Takapuna, Auckland.

CAHLEYA
SEEDLINGS

P o t . P O T O M A C X L c . C A N H A M I A N A
'ALBERTS', delightful, medium size, l ight
lavender blooms expected. Fine substance
and texture. B — $5.00, C — $7.50.

Pot . CLOWN, Heavy, beaut i fu l ly shaped
flowers in sunset to orange-red hues. These
should be good. B — $6.00, C — $9.00.

BIc. FALL SPLENDOR, Has the potential of
producing one of the finest lavender crosses
t o d a t e . B - $ 5 . 0 0 , C - $ 7 . 5 0 .

C . S T A N L E Y F O U R A K E R ' L A V E N D E R
PA L E T T E ' X B I c . Y U K O N R I V E R ' Y E L L O W
FLEECE', hope for some attractive splash
petal art shades and possibly tricolours. B —
$ 5 . 5 0 .

Lc. S.J. BRACEY 'WAILANI' AM/AOS x Be.
M O U N T A N D E R S O N ' O LY M P I C H C C / A O S ,
unusual art shade colours are possible in this
cross. The pod parent is a light green with a
bronze overlay. B — $5.50.

These and o thers , ava i lab le f rom:

PAM BOON
S O B Wa i w a k a Te r r a c e ,

New Plymouth
P h o n e : 8 6 - 5 4 4

1980 CONFERENCE
A l l N e w Z e a l a n d S o c i e t i e s w i l l

shortly receive a supply of invitations
t o a t t e n d t h e 1 9 8 0 C o n f e r e n c e a t
E l l e r . s l i e R a c e c o u r s e , A u c k l a n d ,
1 6 — 1 9 t h O c t o b e r .

These invitations are in the form of
a b r o c h u r e c o n t a i n i n g t e a r - o f f
coupons for individual members to
comp le te and re tu rn so tha t t he
S t e e r i n g C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e
Conference can now gain a definite
indication of the number of guests we
m a y e x p e c t .

Registration forms will be drawn up
towards the end o f th is year, bu t in
order to keep our fees to a minimum,
we need to know likely registrations
at an early date. When your Society
rece ives i ts brochures, p lease adv ise
us of your intentions immediately as
s o m e f u n c t i o n s a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e
may have to be on a 'first come, first
s e r v e d ' b a s i s .

T h e fi n a l i s e d p r e - a n d
post —Conference tours will be set
out in the brochure, together with
d e t a i l s o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e t i m e t a b l e
and speakers. We are honoured that
so many orchid experts from overseas
h a v e i n d i c a t e d t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s t o
visit us and present papers — indeed
the predominance of overseas
speakers is greater than originally
anticipated, this being, after all, a
New Zealand Conference — on the
other hand, we may wai t some years
before having the opportunity of
meeting these personalities again.
Their offers to come have therefore
been eagerly accepted and we are
delighted to announce that the most
r e c e n t a c c t ? p r a r . . . f r o m
M a u r i c e L e c o u fl e , o - V a c h e r o t &
Lecoufle, France. He will speak on
C a t t l e y a s .

2 ADENOCHILUS has one species
only in New Zealand, gracilis a ter
r e s t r i a l .

^ . : i J

Adenochilus gracil is

(a) gracilis. Found under forest and
s c r u b i n C o r o m a n d e l P e n i n s u l a
southwards to Bay o f P len ty and
f u r t h e r s o u t h . F l o w e r s h a v e d o r s e l

sepal greenish, lateral sepal whit
i s h . l a b e l l u m d i s c w i t h r e d d i s h
stripes, calli yellow, column red
d i s h i n s i d e . F l o w e r s i n D e c e m b e r .

CALADENIA having two species,
lyallii and carnea being terrestrial
found south of 38 degrees lati
tude, usually in Beech forest, high
altitude scrub and grassland, but
to sea l eve l i n the fa r Sou th .

Caladenia lyallii \Q

9 r Vv ■
\ / cm

C a l a d e n i a c a r n e a

(b) carnea, can be found under light
scrub and on dry open clay hi l ls.
F lowers 1 to 2 cm, b lu i sh wh i te
also pink to purple and red, label
lum transversally barred with red.
Flowers October to January.

4 APOROSTYLIS having one spec
ies, bifolia a terrestrial found Cor
omandel Peninsular south, usual ly
in high areas. Volcanic Plateau
s o u t h w a r d s t o s e a l e v e l i n t h e
S o u t h .

(a) b i fo l ia. Flowers 2 to 5 cm diam..
White or pink, calli yellow, in 2
m e d i a n r o w s a t b a s e . F l o w e r s
borne on hairy stem during Dec
ember and January

Aporostyl is
b i f o l i a

(a) lyallii, flowers white to pink, label
lum transfersally barred with red, 5 CHILOGLOTTIS having two
calli yellow from October to species, cornuta and formicifera
J a n u a r y . b e i n g t e r r e s t r i a l .
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Chiloglottis cornuta

(a) cornuta , found in both Is lands in
very damp places on decaying
roots of trees in shaded places. It
i s r a r e . F l o w e r s b e t w e e n o r a b o v e

spreading leaves coloured green
with labellum dark green to red
d i s h . F l o w e r s i n O c t o b e r .

(b) formic i fera, found in Nor th land in
vicinity of Kaitaia. Very rare. As
with cornuta the flowers are green
with labellum green to reddish.
Flowers in September.

6 L Y P E R A N T H U S o n e s p e c i e s
antarc t icus, ter rest r ia l .

Lyperanthus antarcticus

( a ) a n t a r c t i c u s , f o u n d i n w e t a n d
peaty places, higher altitudes in
t h e N o r t h , t o s e a l e v e l i n t h e
South. None in Northern part of
North Island. Flowers green spot
t e d w i t h d u l l r e d b r o w n . F l o w e r s
September and October.

( To b e c o n t i n u e d )

The Witsieshoek
Affair - An Affair

to Remember
Continued by M.J. O'Connor

S o u t h A f r i c a

After finding the Disa cephalotes
t h e fi r s t r u m b l e s o f t h u n d e r w e r e
h e a r d a n d t h e s k y b e h i n d t h e
m o u n t a i n s t a r t e d t o d a r k e n . T h e
m e m b e r s t h e n d e c i d e d t o a b a n d o n a l l
hopes of going higher and to return to
t h e c a r s . A s m a l l p a r t y o f m e m b e r s
f r o m t h e T r a n s v a a l d e c i d e d t o t a k e a
different route down and explore one
of the small peaks near where Disa
c e p h a l o t e s h a d b e e n f o u n d . T h i s
group led by Gerrit van Ede returned
t r i u m p h a n t l y t o t h e p a r k e d c a r s
d i sp lay i ng a p l an t o f Monaden ia
basutorum. This orchid has only been
found by three people previously and
thus Gerrit joins the honoured little
b a n d t o m a k e f o u r . A f t e r a b e e r o r
t h r e e t h e m e m b e r s r e i m b a r k e d i n t h e i r
cars and proceeded back to the motel.
On the way back the cars stopped
every so often alongside the road and
a plant of Disperis cardiophora in full
flower was found. This little disperis
is character ised by having a l l i ts
flowers facing in one direction.

O n a r r i v i n g a t t h e r e s o r t t h e
heavens opened and with flashes of
lightning and peels of thunder the rain
poured down. The members dispersed
to their various rooms, the finds being
celebrated in some with wine from the
Cape. By about five the afternoon
thunder s torm, which is character is t ic
of the berg areas, had passed off and

S h o w E x h i b i t i o n D a t e s

W I N T E R

T A R A N A K I
1 6 June 1979: 9.30 am to 4.00 pm
LOCATION: Baptist Church Hail, New Plymouth

N . Z . O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
12, 13, 14 July 1979.
LOCATION: Mt. Albert War Memorial Hall, New
North Road, Mt. Albert, Auckland.

W E L L I N G T O N

1 3 July 1 979: 11.00 am to 9.00 pm
14 July 1 979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
1 5 July 1 979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
LOCATION: The Green Room, Wellington Town
H a l l .

G O L D E N C O A S T
28 July 1979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
29 July 1 979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
LOCATION: Memorial Hall, Paraparaumu.

W A I K A T O

28 July 1 979: 8.00 pm to 1 1.00 pm
Social evening show open only to members of
any orchid society.

S P R I N G

POVERTY BAY - EAST COAST
14 Sept. 1979: 1 2.00 pm to 9.00 pm
1 5 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 6.00 pm
1 6 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm

W H A N G A R E I
14 Sept. 1979: 1 2.00 pm to 8.30 pm
1 5 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
1 6 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
LOCATION: Ladies Gardening Club Hall, Rust
Avenue, Whangarei. Non competitive display.

M A R L B O R O U G H
1 5 Sept. 1979: 2.00 pm*to 9.00 pm
Marlborough Horticultural Spring Show.

Orchid display staged in conjunction with
D a f f o d i l S h o w.
LOCATION: Centennial Hall, Blenheim.
28 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.
Display and Stall at Centrepoint Mall, Shopping
C e n t r e . To b e c o n fi r m e d .

G O L D E N C O A S T
27 Sept. 1979: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
28 Sept. 1979: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm
29 Sept. 1979: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.
LOCATION: Coastlands Shoppingtown Mall,
Paraparaumu.
Show staged within Shopping Mall, open to all
passersby, no charge for admittance.

N Z O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
27, 28 and 29 Sept. 1979.
LOCATION: Mt. Albert War Memorial Hall, New
North Road, Mt. Albert, Auckland.

M A N A W A T U
28 Sept. 1979: 11.00 am to 9.00 pm
29 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
LOCATION: Al l Saints Church Hal l , Church
Street, Palmerston North. Non competitive
display.

S O U T H T A R A N A K I
29 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 6.00 pm
30 Sept. 1979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Ti m e s t o b e c o n fi r m e d .
LOCATION: Hawera Community Centre, Albion
S t r e e t , H a w e r a .

B A Y O F P L E N T Y
5 Oct. 1 979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
6 Oct. 1 979: 10.00 am to 5.00 pm
L O C AT I O N : Ta u r a n g a W e s l e y a n C h u r c h
C e n t r e .
Non competitive display.

H A W K E ' S B A Y
5 Oct. 1 979: 1.30 pm to 9.00 pm
6 Oct. 1 979: 10.30 am to 8.00 pm
7 Oct. 1 979: 11.00 am to 4.00 pm
Times to be confi rmed .
LOCATION: Has t ings , S t . John Ambu lance
Hal l , Sou th land Road.

W A I R A R A P A
5 Oct. 1 979: 12.00 pm to 9.00 pm
6 Oct. 1 979: 10.00 am to 9.00 pm
7 Oct. 1 979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.
L O C AT I O N : M a s t e r t o n To w n H a l l .

T A R A N A K I
1 2 Oct. 1979: 1.00 pm to 9.00 pm
1 3 Oct. 1 979: 10.00 am to 6.00 pm
14 Oct. 1979: 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
LOCATION: Queen's Hall, New Plymouth.
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Wc&eun'. Orckil
(AUSTRALIA) PTY. LIMITED

SOLE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND AGENTS YAMAMOTO DENDROBIUM FARM

We have pleasure in advising
our many friends and customers
throughout New Zealand that a
wide selection of our Cymbidium
mericlones and seedlings, as well
a s a n u m b e r o f D e n d r o b i u m ,
Mi l tonia, Lycaste and Oncidium
hybrids, are now available from
o u r n e w l y a p p o i n t e d N e w

Zealand agents.

R O W M A C
^ O R C H I D S ^

R O W L A N D & M c C A R L I E
A n n a n d a l e R o a d

1 R . D . K U M E U
Te l : A u c k l a n d 4 1 2 - 8 9 5 6

who will send you their current list on request.

t h e m e m b e r s p r e p a r e d f o r t h e
evening's sessions. At 6.30 pm the
members once again assembled in the
lounge and Joyce Stewart gave us a
talk on the genus Disperis. By means
of diagrams Joyce explained to us the
var ious, botanical terminology re lat ing
t o t h i s f a s c i n a t i n g g e n u s . T h e t a l k
was thoroughly appreciated and will
prove a help to all those members who
a t t e n d e d w h e n t h e y a r e f a c e d w i t h
having to identify any Disperis from
keys in the books. The lecture session
was adjourned for a quick sundowner
before supper.

After the evening meal the party
proceeded back to the lounge where
J o y c e c o n t i n u e d h e r l e c t u r e b y
showing us slides of some disperis
species. She pointed out on the slides
s o m e o f t h e f e a t u r e s s h e h a d b e e n
talking about. Joyce's lecture was
fol lowed by a lecture by Douglas
M c M u r t r y o n t h e g e n u s E u l o p h i a .
T h e r e w e r e s o m e u n b e l i e v i n g l o o k s
and giggles when Douglas quoted
f r o m a b o o k a b o u t p l a n t s n e e d i n g
tender loving care and were sensitive
to suffering and tissue destruction.
Douglas during his talk raised some
interesting thoughts about the whole
future of conservat ion and part icular ly
the growing of indigenous species. He
then proceeded to show us slides of
eulophias. Following this talk there
w a s t h e n s o m e t i m e a l l o w e d f o r
d i s c u s s i o n . G e r r i t v a n E d e r a i s e d t h e

point of propagation of South African
species. Var ious thoughts on th is
subject were aired but the overall
c o n s e n s u s w a s t h a t a l o t o f w o r k i s
still to be done in this field. In closing
the evening session the possibility of
organising these outings as an annual
e v e n t i n d i f f e r e n t a r e a s s o t h a t o r c h i d
g r o w e r s b e c o m e t h o r o u g h l y
c o n v e r s a n t w i t h o u r S o u t h A f r i c a n

o r c h i d s w a s d i s c u s s e d . T h e
participants unanimously agreed that
these ou t ings shou ld become an
a n n u a l e v e n t a n d i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t
the next outing would be either in
Transvaal in February 1978 or in the
Cape in September 1 978, or both.

A f t e r b reak fas t on Sunday t he
m e m b e r s p r o c e e d e d a l o n g t h e r o u t e
that had been fol lowed on the Fr iday
a f t e r n o o n t o o b s e r v e t h o s e o r c h i d s
t h a t o u r s c o u t s h a d d i s c o v e r e d
previously. Proceeding through the
gate into the Royal Natal National Park
the par ty passed the co lon ies o f
Satyrium longicauda and Corycium
nigrescens. Following a contour path
plants of Disperis cardiophora were
f o u n d a s w e l l a s p l a n t s o f
S c h i z o c h i l u s a l b i fl o s . F u r t h e r a l o n g ,
and close to the boundary, plants of
Monadenia brev icorn is wi th very n ice
d a r k m a r o o n i s h fl o w e r s w e r e s e e n .

Proceeding along the path the party
came across plants of habenaria and
fol lowing Ted's instruct ive talk on
Fr iday night the members c losely
examined the lip of this habenaria to
d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r i t w a s H a b e n a r i a

dregeana or Habenar ia l i thophi la .
A f t e r c l o s e l y l o o k i n g a t t h e l i p
s t r u c t u r e i t w a s d e c i d e d t h i s w a s
Habenaria dregeana and the party
proceeded. Plants of Habenaria dives
w i t h w h i t e fl o w e r s w e r e s o o n f o u n d .
In a small gully on the edge of the
r o c k y w a l l s t w o p l a n t s o f D i s a
oreophila were found, plants of Disa
d r a c o m o n t a n a w i t h s m a l l p i n k
flowers. This species has not yet been
fully described. Close to the Disa
dracomontana were plants of a disa
w h i c h m e m b e r s t o o k t o b e D i s a
thode i . However a f te r s tudy ing many
plants it was suggested that this disa
might well be Disa jacottetiae. In an
area close to the camp this disa was
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rather f requent, growing alongside
t h e s t r e a m . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a s a
growing companion, it had chosen a
Berkheya with sharp spines and those
m e m b e r s b e n d i n g t o p h o t o g r a p h t h e
d isa in s i tu were sub jec ted to a few
sharp pricks. Close to one of the first
plants of the disa a disperis with white
fl o w e r s w a s f o u n d . T h e g r a s s
sur round ing i t was cer ta in ly fla t tened
a s m e m b e r s s p r a w l e d i n v a r i o u s
p o s e s t o t r y a n d g e t a g o o d
photograph of this Disperis wealei.

Around 1 2 o 'c lock the par ty once
aga in ascended the moun ta in to t he
con tour pa th and the resor t . A f te r a
quick bath, change and lunch the
party left for home at about 2 o'clock.
T h e m e m b e r s o n b i d d i n g t h e i r
farewells all said how much they had
en joyed the weekend and how much
they looked forward to meeting again
on another out ing.

W T H E R M A I ? ^
^NURSERIE^
A S A L A S T R E E T , R O T O R U A «

^ MATURE h
r v R i i D i n i i i i i J i o

MATURE
CYMBIDIUMS

4 — 5 bulbs in a wide range of
c o l o u r s f r o m $ 1 8 . 0 0

PAPHIQPEDILUM
INSIGNE

Lady's slipper orchid
f r o m $ 1 2 . 5 0

■E N Q U I R I E S A N D V I S I T O R
W E L C O M E

•!

TEN FAVOURITE
CYMBID IUMS

b y G o r d o n M a n e y. P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h

/ h a v e c h o s e n t h e f o l l o w i n g
Cymbid iums because / l i ke them and
they give a flowering range from July
t o l a t e N o v e m b e r .

1 . S E N S AT I O N ' C H I A N T I ' Ve r y
good midseason red.

2. TAPESTRY 'LONGBEACH' Long
s p i k e s , r e d w i t h s c a r l e t l i p ,
August flowering.

3 . B U R G U N D I A N ' C H A T E A U ' To p
bronze with beautiful l ip.

4. LEVIS DUKE 'BELLA VISTA' Top
s h o w b e n c h g r e e n o r y e l l o w
depending on l ight , November
flower ing.

5 . B A R C E L O N A ' M A J I C W A N D '

Long spikes of green, average 21
blooms. October flowering.

6 . A N I T A ' R O B E R T M E A D S ' D a r k

g r e e n , l o v e l y l i p o n v e r y l o n g
u p r i g h t s p i k e s , O c t o b e r /
N o v e m b e r .

7 . W I L L I A M H E R T R I C H ' M E A D O W
FROST' Love ly Ju ly flower ing
green with red stitched lip.

8 . VA L L E Y F L O W E R ' C H E R RY R I P E '
Lovely October pink.

9 . M i n i a t u r e . I V Y F U N G
'RADIANCE ' Deep maroon , won
derful display.

1 0 . M E M . R O B E R T C A S A M A J O R
'DEL MAC Lovely large whi te
w i t h b e a u t i f u l l i p , O c t o b e r /
N o v e m b e r b l o o m i n g , v e r y
p ro l i fi c .

the next trip I intend to take a full set
of safety ropes.

The afternoon was almost over by
t h e t i m e w e h a d r e t u r n e d t o t h e c a r —
h o t , t i r e d b u t s t i l l f u l l o f e x c i t e m e n t
about the plants we had gathered in
t h e m o u n t a i n s .

Apart from a further work session,
the following day was spent potting
the different species that made up our
c o l l e c t i o n . F r o m t h e n o t e s t a k e n
about each plant we were able to set
the pots in s imi la r or ien ta t ion to the
sun or shade as the p lant had been
f o u n d . O u r m a i n c o n c e r n w a s t o t h e
obvious increase in the salt spray on
the coastal strip where the pots were.
How these changes would affect the
plants could not be guessed at and I
w o u l d h a v e p r e f e r r e d a c o n t r o l l e d
g l a s s h o u s e i n s t e a d o f t h e n a t u r a l
environment available. Thirty eight
well formed plants had been potted
a n d t h e r e w e r e a t l e a s t fi f t e e n

distinctly different species with each
plant in some way varied from the
o t h e r s .

My final day in Samoa was lazily
spent lying in the shade drinking
coffee, sketching the plants of the
collection and imagining the many
species still undiscovered high in the
m o u n t a i n s . I n s i d e t h e s o u n d o f t h e
House Girl packing my bags reminded
me that, on this trip, I would make no
more d iscover ies and I rea l i sed tha t
the plants collected were only a drop
in the bucket compared wi th the
potential range of varieties growing
o n t h i s o n e s m a l l I s l a n d .

T h e s u n w a s s e t t i n g o v e r t h e
m o u n t a i n s a s t h e A i r N e w Z e a l a n d J e t
lifted from the Pago Pago runway to
r e t u r n u s t o A u c k l a n d . N e x t s u m m e r
we will return to collect the plants
that had been potted and to gather
even more varieties in the place where
orchids grow in the trees.

LINWOOD ORCHIDS
(Lin and Ron Crouch)

What's New In Cymbidiums?
V A R I E T Y I s t h e S P I C E o f L I F E

A VARIETY OF

M E R I C L O N E S & S E E D L I N G S
FOR SALE

Standards, Novelties, Miniatures
Unusua l var ie t ies o f min ia tu re mer ic lones

FLASKS ALSO AVAILABLE

Send or phone for list to;
10 SEAVIEW ROAD. fVIILFORD, AUCKLAND 9.

P H O N E 4 6 6 - 4 2 9

We are Auckland's North Shore Agents for:
J . S . H a n n a h a n d h i s T r u - b l o o m

f e r t i l i s e r

HADFIELD
ORCHIDS

(Norman G. Wood)

4 0 9 T r e m a i n e A v e n u e
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h

• P H O N E 8 3 - 4 8 9 *

Quality Cymbidiums
MERICLONES % SEEDLINGS
B A C K B U L B P R O PA G AT I O N S

D I V I S I O N S

Enquiries and Visitors Welcome
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gathered two reed stem denrobiums,
a s o f t s t e m d e n r o b i u m , t w o
ep idendrums, a bu lbous p lan t l i ke a
phyonopis and a plant like a bunch of
spring onions bearing a flower spike
similar to an asparagus spear covered
with tiny pinhead sized white flowers.
At first this plant was not considered
a n o r c h i d b u t u n d e r t h e g l a s s t h e
flowers were definitely orchid in form.

The following day being Sunday is a
day when nothing much is done. The
Islanders wander along to one of the
m a n y v i l l a g e c h u r c h e s , d r e s s e d i n
t h e i r S u n d a y w h i t e s , c a r r y i n g t h e i r
bibles and singing favourite hymns.
The local Yacht Club was having a
regat ta over the Sunday and the
Monday, wh ich was a pub l i c ho l iday
s o w e h e a d e d a r o u n d t o t h e h a r b o u r
t o w a t c h t h e r a c e s . T h e H o u s e G i r l

packed picnic baskets and we spent
the time sunning under the coconut
palms on the sparkling white coral
s a n d . A p a r t f r o m t h e p e r i o d i c
excitement at the beginning and end
of each race the day drifted by and
apparently no one really cared who
w o n e a c h e v e n t .

Tuesday was also a holiday on my
programme and an excursion into the
mountainous ridge of the Island to
s e e k o u t o t h e r v a r i e t i e s o f o r c h i d s
was planned for the day.

The Island of Tutui la being the
major Is land of American Samoa has
approximately the same area as Lake
Taupo and r i ses to 1800 fee t above
sea level. The sides of range are
precipous offer ing beaut i ful v iews
over the many headlands, in le ts and
reefs forming the coastline of the
Island. To the west the vague shape
o f t h e I s l a n d s o f W e s t e r n S a m o a c a n
b e m a d e o u t a m i d s t t h e h e a t h a z e
rippling over the deep indigo blue
o c e a n .

We lef t the car at the pass where
t h e r o a d c r o s s e d o v e r t h e

m o u n t a i n o u s r a n g e a n d s e t o u t t o
clamber up the broken ridge towards
the tops.

T h e o n l y t e r r e s t i a l o r c h i d s w e
discovered were almost by-passed, a
s m a l l b l u e fl o w e r a t t h e b a s e o f a

clump of flax like grass caught my eye
and investigation showed it to be an
ear ly flower ing o f a juven i l p lan t
s imi lar in growth to the assumed
clump of flax. The climbing was hard,
a n d w e w e l c o m e d t i m e o u t t o l o o s e n a

piece of the orchid and take notes. In
t h e i m m e d i a t e a r e a o f t h i s fi r s t
d i s c o v e r y t w o o t h e r q u i t e d i f f e r e n t
t e r r e s t i a l f o r m s w e r e l o c a t e d . T h e
s e c o n d w a s v e r y s i m i l a r t o t h e
C y m b i d i u m p l a n t a n d t h e t h i r d
consisted of widely spaced pseudo
b u b s w i t h b r o a d fl u t e d l e a v e s l a t e r
identified as belonging to the Phaius
family.

F u r t h e r i n t o t h e m o u n t a i n s t h e
e x c i t e m e n t m o u n t e d a s m o r e a n d
more orchid type plants were sighted.
Most ly the fo rms cou ld be descr ibed
as Dendrob ium type and on a fa l len
t r e e e i g h t d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t p l a n t s
were found. The most unusual plant
d i s c o v e r e d w a s a s e r i e s o f b u l b o u s
n o d e s o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y V i i n c h
diameter forming a tight perfect ring
generally 3 inches in diameter. From
each nodule two elongated leaves
similar to the Cattleya emerged. No
m a t t e r h o w b i g t h e p l a n t g r e w t h e
nodules always formed a perfect ring
unless forced out of shape by the host
t r e e .

On climbing higher we discovered
more and more Cattleya type plants
a n d i n o u r e n t h u s i a s m t o c o l l e c t

"b igger" and "br ighter" specimens
took a few stupid risks. Scrabling up
t r e e t r u n k s a n d o n t o b r a n c h e s

overhanging the precipitous faces,
wh ich d ropped over a thousand fee t
into that beautiful shimmering ocean,
was exciting and rewarding, but on

8 reasons why you should buy a

Aluminium Glasshouse

I ̂  Unique Aluminium Construction.
2 No clips, no putty, long lastingP V C w e a t h e r s e a l .

3 Simple assembly with only a Aspanner and screwdriver.

4 Modular construction gives an endless range ofsizes inc. a conservatory lean-to.

5 Louvres and ventilation ridge exceeds minimumventilation requirements.

6Slidinq door on nylon rollers, finger lightoperation.

8 There are so many more reasons but we've runout of room so send the coupon below and find
o u t m o r e .

îetumto Ratterson&ViskovichLtd. P.O. Box 938, Napier̂
H Please send me more information about Leisurgro. ■
H N a m e h

! A d d r e s s [ % !
Îny purchase can be charged to your Diners Club. ̂

ORCHID LABORATORIES
P H I L I P A N D C U S H L A W Y A T T

Tissue Cul ture Specia l is ts

Cymbidium green pod culture time is here. Harvest your green
pod at seven — eight months from date of pollination and
send immediately.

F o r f u r t h e r I n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e o r c a l l :

O r c h i d L a b o r a t o r i e s
Vic tor ia Road, R.D. I ,

Cambridge
A f t e r H o u r s : P h o n e 7 0 9 5

S T D , 0 - 7 1 2 7 - 7 0 9 5
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PUKEKURA CORNER

By George Fuller, N.D.H. IN.Z.),
C u r a t o r P u k e k u r a P a r k , N e w P l y m o u t h

C y m b i d i u m d a y a n u m . R e i c h b . f .

F o r t h o s e w a n t i n g a C y m b i d i u m c h o i c e . I t h a i l s f r o m a v a s t a r e a
t h a t d o e s n ' t l o o k l i k e o n e a n d b o u n d e d b y a l i n e d r a w n b e t w e e n t h e
requiring only a fraction of the usual regions of Sikkim, Sumatra and the
space, this species would be a good Philippine Islands.

W i t h p r e - c o n c e i v e d i d e a s a b o u t
h o w a C y m b i d i u m ' s h o u l d ' l o o k , w e
a r e i n f o r q u i t e a s u r p r i s e w h e n
v i e w i n g t h i s s t a r r y fl o w e r e d
specimen. Usually about six to eight
blooms are produced on a pendulous
raceme wh ich is somet imes r ig id
e n o u g h t o p r e s e n t t h e b l o o m s
h o r i z o n t a l l y . E a c h b l o o m i s a b o u t
t h r e e t o f o u r c e n t i m e t r e s a c r o s s ,

sepals and petals narrow and pointed
to g ive a s ta r shape, c ream or pa le
p i n k i n c o l o u r a n d v e r y n o t a b l y
m a r k e d w i t h a c e n t r a l b a n d o f m a r o o n

o f b l o o d r e d . T h i s s a m e c o l o u r

extends into the narrow l ip, the point
o f w h i c h i s r o l l e d u n d e r . T h e fl o w e r s
a re o f heavy subs tance and have a
somewhat sti ff appearance, lasting
w e l l .

Coming from such an extensive
natural habitat, distinct geographical
forms are likely and this is evident in
the two clones in the Park col lection,
o n e fl o w e r i n g r e g u l a r l y i n
F e b r u a r y — M a r c h a n d t h e o t h e r
always in July, August, September.

G r o w t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a r e b e s t
descr ibed as "grass- l i ke" w i th leaves
m u c h n a r r o w e r t h a n c o n v e n t i o n a l
Cymb id iums and pseudobu lbs a lmos t
absent though small ones do exist.

C. dayanum is probably one of the
e a s i e s t t o c u l t i v a t e o f t h e " n o n -
c o n v e n t i o n a l " s p e c i e s a n d I
r e c o m m e n d i t f o r t h a t r e a s o n — a l s o
because it is dainty. Our plants seem
q u i t e h a p p y o u t i n t h e s h a d e h o u s e
w i t h t h e i r g r o s s e r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s
through the summer but they are
brought indoors for the cooler periods
t h o u g h t h e y m a y e v e n s u r v i v e t h a t .
You may find plants masquerading
u n d e r t h e s y n o n y n o f C .
s i m o n s i a n u m .

Orchids in the
t r e e s

Continued by Graham Cooper, Taupo

By four th i r ty the sea breeze that
had made the morning so pleasant
had dropped and having completed a
good sess ion o f appo in tmen ts I
decided to give up and headed for the
house , ano the r qu i ck shower and a
long cool beer. Almost as soon as I
had se t t l ed down the fami l y s ta r ted
arriving home.

Feeling more refreshed and full of
e n t h u s i a s m t o fi n d s o m e o r c h i d s w e
d e c i d e d t o c l i m b t h e b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e
s t r e a m t h a t f e l l o u t o f t h e m o u n t a i n s
above the house. I t wasn ' t long
before all signs of development was
l e f t b e h i n d a n d a s w e c l a m b e r e d

higher the orchids in the trees became
m o r e a n d m o r e l u x u r i o u s .

Most of the plants grew in the forks
o f t h e t r e e s o r o n t h e m o s s m a t t e d
trunks. The predominant species was
the ep idend rum s im i l a r t o t he ones
g r o w i n g i n t h e t r e e s a r o u n d t h e
h o u s e , t h e s e I w a s i n f o r m e d w e r e
w e e d s a n d " t h e o r c h i d s " w o u l d b e
found higher up.

i t w a s i n t h i s a r e a t h a t w e f o u n d
some well formed denrobium plants
a n d m a d e o u r fi r s t c o l l e c t i o n s o f
healthy plants and some fern fibre for
potting. The potting mix that I made
up closely fo l lowed the natural moss
set t ing o f the na tura l hab i ta t o f the
plants, consisting of equal parts of
l ea f mou ld , coa rse ba rk and l i chen
moss , w i th some charcoa l added to
s w e e t e n t h e m i x .

Darkness follows sunset very
quickly and it was soon necessary to
return to the house. We had however,
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