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MINIATURES OF MERIT
N O M I N A B 9 2

Clear pastel green. White lips
c l o t t e d w i t h r o s y r e d . A v e r y
dainty flower, a favourite hanging
basket type. Vz Gal. Pots 2 bulbs
& g r o w t h s $ 1 2 . 5 0

D A G ' G R E E N P R I N C E S S '
Clear sap green. Creamy lips
wi th ve lvety lemon edging. Vz
G a l . P o t s 2 b u l b s & g r o w t h s

$12.50

M I M I ' C A S C A D E '

R i c h b r o w n w i t h a t t r a c t i v e a r c h
ing spikes. Vz'Gal. Pots 2 bulbs
& g r o w t h s $ 1 2 . 5 0

P E L L E A S ' M O N T E R AY *
H C C / A O S
B e a u t i f u l I n d i a n r e d - b r o w n .
Cream l ip w i th i r regu la r mark
ings. Flower size 3". Vz Gal. Pots
single bulb & growths $12.50

N E L L A ' G R A S S H O P P E R '

A green of exceptional merit
w h i c h s h o u l d b e I n c l u d e d I n
every collection. 2 Green bulb
d i v i s i o n s $ 1 2 . 5 0

S H O W G I R L ' M A R I O N M I L L E R '
A n e x c e l l e n t w h i t e w i t h w i d e s e
pals and petals. Vz Gal. Pots 2
b u l b s a n d g r o w t h s $ 1 2 . 5 0

halaenopsis Seedling Flasks
Phal. CATHERINE PILLSBURY 'FEATHERHILL' x Phal. CATHERINE PILLS-
BURY 'GREEN EYES' Superb white Phalaenopsis, large round flowers
with the added attraction that these two rare parents both have green
li pmarkings which should show in all the seedlings. Don't grow below
1 6 d e g . C . p r e f e r a b l y 1 8 d e g . C . $ 3 9 . 5 0 p e r fl a s k

Phal. NORMAN PETERSON 'LONG SHOT' x Phal. FRANK GOTTBURG
'DEE' HCC/RHS Huge white Phalaenopsis with tall sprays. Frank Gott-
burg 'Dee" was awarded as a first blooming seedling measuring 6"
a c r o s s . $ 3 9 . 5 0 p e r fl a s k

John S. Hannah
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P h o n e 2 9 8 - 4 2 8 7
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^ You're going to export?
if As easy as that
if Which market are you aiming for?
if When wiii they want the flowers?
if What colours are favoured?

if How many flowers on a stem?

QUESTIONS ! ! QUESTIONS I !
WHERE ERE IRE IRSWERS?

It takes 4 to 5 years to grow your cut
flower stock to production from flask.

Can you afford to be wrong?

Today's Merlclones and Seedlings are to supply flowers for markets for the next 5
to 15 years. Why not get your stock from an experienced exporter?

We have up to date listings of ultra-modern high quality Merlclone and Seedling
flasks from Valley Orctilds Australia as well as a listing of flasks of our own
e x c l u s i v e a n d t e s t e d c u t fl o w e r s t o c k .

WE HAVE THE ANSWERS

F. A. BURKE LTD
C u t F l o w e r E x p o r t e r s P l a n t & F l a s k I m p o r t e r s

246 K ing S t ree t , Whaka tane .
Nursery : 31 Arawa Road . Phone 8648 and 6080 .

R P C K ' Q

O R C H I D M I X E S
A v a i l a b l e a t

A . B E C K
R.D. 2, Ngatea
H a u r a k i P l a i n s

A S Q U I T H N U R S E R I E S
67 Asqu i th Avenue

M t . A l b e r t
A u c k l a n d

P h o n e 8 6 2 - 8 2 6

A V A L O N O R C H I D S
23 Mabey Street

L o w e r H u t t

B E C K ' S
O R C H I D M I X E S

G O R D O N B R U C E
509 Carrington Road

New Plymouth
P h o n e 3 4 - 5 8 3

N O R M P O R T E R
4 3 3 T e M o a n a R o a d

W a i k a n a e
P h o n e 6 9 7 7

B R Y A N C L A R K
M a r a e k a k a h o R o a d

Hast ings
P h o n e 8 8 - 7 3 4

T O M G R I M S O N
1 6 2 S t o u t S t r e e t

G i s b o r n e
P h o n e 4 4 5 0

Y O U N G ' S O R C H I D S
Cambridge Road

T a m a h e r e
H a m i l t o n

P h o n e 6 5 - 4 1 1

Proven

Ready to Use
Free Flowing

Fast Draining
Screened

Fertilised
M I X I S B A G G E D I N D R Y C O N D I T I O N
A N D S H O U L D B E D A M P E D P R E F E R

A B L Y T H E D A Y B E F O R E U S E .
I N F O U R S I Z E S F O R Y O U R

C O N V E N I E N C E

A R T H U R M O R R I S
2 4 S u s s e x S t r e e t

M a s t e r t o n
P h o n e 6 8 5 4

H A D F I E L D O R C H I D S
4 0 9 T r e m a i n e A v e n u e

P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h
P h o n e 8 3 - 4 8 9



JOHN EASTON AWARD
1978

The John Easton Award for the
most outstanding contribution to
the cu l tu re and p romot ion o f
o r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d w a s
presented at the Hawke's Bay
Orchid' Society show this year to
Tom French, President of the Orchid
Council of New Zealand.

Over the years Tom has instructed
g r o u p s o f y o u n g h o r t i c u l t u r a l
students in basic botany and orchid
lore. He served on the Committee of
t h e Ta r a n a k i D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l o f t h e
Royal Institute of Horticulture from
1 9 6 4 - 6 6 a n d t h e n w a s e l e c t e d
President of this Society for three
y e a r s a n d s e r v e d c o n c u r r e n t l y
1 9 6 7 - 6 9 a s V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e
D o m i n i o n C o u n c i l .

He was a foundation member of
the Taranaki Orchid Society and
served as its first President for three
years and has remained a
Committee member. In 1974 he was
instrumental in founding the Orchid
C o u n c i l o f N e w Z e a l a n d . T h e
following year he was elected
President, a position which he still
h o l d s .

The administration of the Award
is in the hands of the Hawke's Bay
Orchid Society.

★ Wr i te for FREE l is t :
O R C H I D S

GRCHIDACEAE EXPORT IMPORT
P . O . B O X 9 7 7
K A T H M A N D U

N E P A L

M A R L B O R O U G H O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
A C T I V I T I E S

S P R I N G S H O W 1 9 7 8 :

F o r t h e s e c o n d t i m e t h e y o u n g
Mar lborough Orch id Soc ie ty s taged a .
display at the Spring Show held In the
C e n t e n n i a l H a l l I n . c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h
C a m e l l i a s a n d D a f f o d i l s . A g a i n t h e y w e r e
awarded a Special Meri t Cert ificate and the
President Dr. Ken Patterson received a Blue
Ribbon for the Best Vase of Cut Flowers - he
staged a. miniature Cymbldlum Pinafore
' C o m e t ' w i t h o v e r 3 0 fl o w e r s o u t - I t I s
r u m o u r e d a C a e s a r e a n S e c t i o n w a s
performed the previous day.

A fi n e c o l l e c t i o n o f C y m b l d l u m s ,
Including 4n Pure Colours, and a wide range
of other genera caught the public's eye and
challenged 'beginners' to buy from the Sales
Ta b l e . A b e a u t i f u l A s c o c e n d a r e c e i v e d
m u c h f a v o u r a b l e c o m m e n t a n d m e m b e r s
could be proud of the Paphlopedllums,
P le lones, Pha laenops is , Dendrob lums,
Epidendrums, Cattleyas - you name It, they
had them growing from a wide selection of
f e r n s . N a t i v e o r c h i d s w e r e a t t r a c t i v e l y
arranged on ponga bases, it was a hectic
and satisfying day for members and augurs
w e l l f o r t h e f u t u r e .

During October and November visits to
members ' Orch id co l lec t ions were en joyed.
I n N o v e m b e r f o r t h e fi n a l m e e t i n g o f t h e
year, members are gathering for a buffet
dinner and the Entertainment Group wi l l do
the i r t h i ng !

N O T I C E

1 0 t h W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
11-18th September, 1981.

T h e S o u t h A f r i c a n O r c h i d C o u n c i i
ex tends a cord ia i inv i ta t ion to orch id
growers throughout the worid to
a t t e n d t h e 1 0 t h W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e a n d S h o w i n D u r b a n
during September, 1981.

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e f u r t h e r
information, please write to: The
Working Committee, 10th Worid
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e , P. O . B o x
1 0 6 3 0 , M a r i n e P a r a d e , D u r b a n ,
Republic of South Africa, 4056.
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In Search of Kamg Kob In
N o r t h T h a i l a n d

By J. Campbell, 21 Slakes Road, Prebbleton.

Some of the memor ies we have of the 9 th Wor ld Orch id Conference were
not so nice and will soon be forgotten but other memories will l ive on
vividly for the remainder of our lives and beckon us to return to that country
of contrasts. I perhaps, got more out of the trip than most visitors to
Thailand. With three children In the middle of their schooling It Is a time
when the average working man should least consider tripping abroad.
Sacrifices have been and will continue to be made by my family so that I
was able to go to Thailand. I was under the Initial obligation to see and
record as much on film as possible to show the folks at home and help
them enjoy the trip with me. I believe I have successfully accomplished
this and I wouldn't stand a chance of getting away by myself again.

Bangkok would probably contain
t h e m o s t v a r i e d c o n t r a s t s I n a l l o f
Thailand, certainly of any part I saw.
I t r a v e l l e d o v e r 1 9 0 0 k i l o m e t r e s
t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t r y . F r o m t h e
plush hotel we stayed In you could
walk 20 to 30 metres and plunge
down through all the social scales
of Thai land, r ight to beggars and
refugees from the war torn countries
nearby. The only thing, and perhaps
the most saving grace was that no
one looked under fed. Bangkok Is
business, everyone Is trying to sell
y o u s o m e t h i n g a n d I t c a n b e
annoying, but once they realise you
do not want to buy, but rather talk
a b o u t t h e m a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s t h e n
you are faced with a totally different
race of people. Those of us who
m a d e t h e a t t e m p t t o m e e t t h e
people on their home ground and
find ou t a l l we cou ld abou t the i r
social structure, will carry the
longest and fondest memor ies o f
T h a i l a n d .

As well as colour slides (450 all
told) I kept a diary of things I saw or
found out as I went along and from
these I am able to relate stories by
t h e h o u r .

B a n g k o k c i t y I s h o t , c r o w d e d
( s o m e 4 m i l l i o n p e o p l e ) a n d
c r a m m e d f u l l o f m o t o r t r a f fi c w h i c h
runs 24 hours a day. It Is not a place
I would stay long In again and the
frustrations of being trapped In our
bus In traffic jams or being hustled
around 'tourist attractions' began to
wear a body down.

I h a d t h i s t e r r i b l e p h o b i a o f
running out of money, so apart from
our prepaid good old bacon and egg
breakfast, I lived on the very cheap
fruit, cheap buns and water from the
h o t e l r o o m .

I realised after the first week that I
was going to have a stack of money
l e f t a n d I h a d n u r s e d t h e I d e a o f
going South to Phuket and making a
try for the BIrdnest Is lands - the
home of the white sl ipper orchids
or, going North to Chiang Mai Into
what was reputed to be THE orchid
a r e a o f T h a i l a n d . I m u s t a d d a t t h i s
point, when I speak of orchids, I'm
thinking of species In the jungles
not the acres of hybrids we saw near
Bangkok.

I chose Chiang Mai and booked a
berth on the night train North.

I mus t con fess tha t I ha rboured a
fa i r amount of apprehension as I

S i n c e M r P o o l e ' s d o n a t i o n o f t h e
foundat ion co l lect ion, o ther grow
e r s i n t h e d i s t r i c t h a v e d o n a t e d
orchids Including Mr Ted Bartosh,
and Mr and Mrs B. . Watson, who
m a d e s u b s t a n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s . T h e
co l l ec t i on I s unde r t he cu l t u ra l ca re
of Mrs C. Mills, who Is employed by
the City Corporation, but to assist
the counci l wi th the expansion of
the collection along very organised
l i n e s a c o m m i t t e e k n o w n a s t h e
" F r i e n d s o f T u t u k l w l " h a s b e e n
f o r m e d . T h e F r i e n d s o f T u t u k l w l
wil l publish a seasonal newsletter,
a weekly article In the local paper
on the orchid of the week, and gen
erally encourage the love and ap
preciation of orchids and ferns, in
par t icu lar our own nat ive orch ids
a n d f e r n s .

Gift Subscription
What nicer gift could you give to your
orchid enthusiast friend than ope year's
subsc r ip t i on to :

' O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D '

A d d r e s s

I e n c l o s e a c h e q u e / m o n e y o r d e r f o r
$5.50 being one year 's subscr ipt ion to
" O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d " .

S e n d t o :

MRS K. BRUCE,
509 CARRINGTON ROAD,
R.D. 1, NEW PLYMOUTH.

B O O K R E V I E W

Orchids of Papua
New Guinea -

a n I n t r o d u c t i o n
Review by E.O. Campbell

It has been known for a long time
that New Guinea has the greatest
concentration of orchid species of
any area of equivalent size In the
world. However, very few people
have been privileged to admire the
beauty of the flowers In their natural
h a b i t a t . B u t n o w M r s A n d r e e M i l l e r
In "Orchids of Papua New Guinea -
a n . I n t r o d u c t i o n " d e s c r i b e s 1 6 0
different kinds from this country. All
are I l lustrated by beaut i fu l colour
photographs taken by Roy and
Margaret MacKay. The species
selected come from a wide range of
habitats which Include tree boughs
sprayed by sea water, rock faces,
lowland savannah, r iver ine forest
and high mountain moss forest.

I n a d d i t i o n t o I n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e
orchids there are useful descrip
t i o n s o f t h e h a b i t a t s , n o t e s o n
cultivation and on photography.

The book is of especial Interest to
New Zealand orchid enthusiasts, as
Mrs Miller Is New Zealand born,
holds a University of New Zealand
Arts Degree (Auckland) and recently
v i s i t e d O r c h i d S o c i e t i e s I n A u c k
l and , Hami l t on , Go ld Coas t and
Wellington. Her present position Is
Director, National Capital Botanic
Garden, Papua New Guinea.

H e r b o o k o f 1 0 1 p a g e s I s
p u b l i s h e d b y t h e A u s t r a l i a n
National University Press on good
quality paper. The price, A$9.95, Is
very reasonable.
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Tutukiwi Orchid and Fern House
by Ron H. Wilson, President Hutt Vaiiey Orchid Circle; Chairman Tutukiwi Project.

When Mr Herb le r t Poo le dona ted h is ex tens ive o rch id co l l ec t ion to the

City of Lower Hutt, because as he said "I am too old to care for them,"
little did he know what an exciting chain of events he had started, and
which ended with the opening of the "Tukukiwi Orchid and Fern House."

Mr Poole inher i ted f rom h is fa ther
the love and appreciation of horti
cu l ture and in par t icu lar orch ids.
Seventeen years ago he founded
the Hutt Valley Orchid Circle as a
branch of the Hutt Valley Horticul
tural Society Incorporated, and over
those years introduced many people
to the wor ld o f o rch ids . Nobody
left his glasshouse without a piece
of this or that, and some words of
w i s e a d v i c e .

The President of the Hutt Valley
Orchid Circle, Mr Ron Wilson, and
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r M r Te d M i l l s ,
both being members of the Rotary
C l u b o f H u t t c o n s i d e r e d t h a t M r
Poole's donation, and his service
to hort icul ture should not go un
not iced so approached their c lub
with a proposal for the construction
o f a n O r c h i d a n d F e r n H o u s e a s a
Rotary Project. Approval was grant
ed from the club, and also from the
Lower Hutt City Corporation, who
enthusiast ical iy received the pro
ject—allocated a si te in the civ ic
centre adjacent to the Town Hall,
and made a cash grant to enable
a n i m m e d i a t e s t a r t t o b e m a d e .
Funds were raised by an auction,
selling of symbolic panes of glass
at $5 each, and cash donations, the
largest being from the Hutt Valley
Horticultural Society Inc.

Fifty-four companies donated or
d iscounted mater ia ls and/or t ime
towards the pro ject , and spec ia l
ment ion must be made of Angus

Construction Ltd and Poole's Eng
ineering Ltd, whose joint effort was
most generous. It was late August
w h e n t h e C l u b A r c h i t e c t M r B .
Gird lestone, had completed p lans
and construct ion started, with the
v o l u n t a r y h e l p o f R o t a r i a n s a n d
members of the Hutt Valley Orchid
Circle, under the chairmanship of
M r R o n W i l s o n .

Eight months later on 29th April
1978 the president of the Rotary
Club of Hutt, Dr M. Watson, pre
sented the completed project to the
Ci ty of Lower Hut t debt f ree but
valued at $60,000. Over 2500 people
v i s i t e d t h e h o u s e t h a t w e e k e n d a n d
i t w a s a t h r i l l t o s e e M r P o o l e ' s
obvious pleasure at the great in
terest shown by the visitors. Only
a f e w w e e k s l a t e r M r P o o l e h a d
the privilege to show Mrs Mondale
t h e A m e r i c a n V i c e P r e s i d e n t ' s w i f e ,
and Mrs Muldoon through the house.

A s t h e n a t i v e g r o u n d o r c h i d
Pterostylis banksil can be found on
the hills surrounding the Hutt Valley
it seemed fitting to name the Orchid
H o u s e " T u t u k i w i " a f t e r t h e M a o r i
name fo r P te ros t y l i s banks i i , so
n a m e d b e c a u s e o f t h e fl o w e r s r e
s e m b l a n c e t o a " L i t t l e K i w i . "

Tutukiwi is open free to the public
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. during week
days, and from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
dur ing weekends and publ ic hol i
days when members o f the Hut t
Valley Orchid Circle voluntarily act
a s c a r e t a k e r s .

waited among the crowds of Asian
f o l k a t t h e s t a t i o n . I d i d n ' t s e e o n e
other European waiting for the train
and I felt I was going off into the
wi lds o f Tha i land a lone . I had made
n o a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r a c c o m m o
dation and just hoped I could find
something when I got there.

Chiang Mai is a beautiful city,
c o o l e r a n d s o m u c h c l e a n e r t h a n
Bangkok and with little night traffic
sleep is more possible there.

F o r t u n a t e l y , I h a d m e t t h e
President of the Chiang Mai Orchid
Society at a dinner given by Thai
O r c h i d s b a c k i n B a n g k o k s o I
t e l e p h o n e d h i m a s w e h a d
previously arranged and he sent a
friend to my hotel to discuss thp
possibility of a trip collecting in the
jung le .

I was particularly interested to see
Paphiopedilum bellatulum growing
in the wild so he promised to see
what could be arranged.

I h a d b e e n t a l k i n g t o s e v e r a l
trishaw and taxi drivers during the
morning and had learned that 'Long
Tao Na Ree'.shoe of the lady orchids
did indeed grow in this area. I had
several colour photographs with me
and learned that the white sl ipper
orchid was named 'Karng Kob', frog
c h i n , q u i t e a n a p t d e s c r i p t i o n I
t hough t .

Mr Subin Tovljakchaikul, (he said
to call him Subin) came back to the
hotel that evening to say he had
f o u n d a m a n w h o o w n e d a f a r m
a b o u t 1 0 0 k m t o t h e N o r t h a n d t h a t
P.be l l a t u l um had been f ound i n t ha t
area in the past. The next morning
we set out early and the trip itself is
another complete story. Mr Manas,'
the farm owner, travelled with us, he
s p o k e n o E n g l i s h s o a l l c o n v e r
sat ion had to be directed through
Subin. They were as interested to
know all about our way of life as I

was of theirs and I was kept busy
j o t t i n g d o w n l i t t l e s n i p p e t s o f
in format ion passed on dur ing the
c o n v e r s a t i o n .

We a r r i ved a t a l i t t l e remote a rea
k n o w n a s B a n T a m G r a b w h i c h
m e a n s C a v e o f R i c e F l o u r a n d
during the latter part of our journey
we had passed several monoliths of
d a r k r o c k w i t h f r e s h w h i t e f a c e s . I
suspected these were limestone or
dolomite, which was the case, and
no doubt there was a cave in one of
t hese skysc rape rs o f r ock wh i ch
would be the place where rice flour
w a s s t o r e d .

We had some difficulty In locating
t h e m a n w h o m w e h o p e d w o u l d
guide us as the farm plots are cut
out of the jungle and several had to
b e t r i e d b e f o r e w e f o u n d w h e r e h e
was working.

M r S o m M a n e e w a n w a s a s m a l l
but very wiry son of the soil and with
the teak forests pressing in all
around, he, and I suspect al l the
others in that little settlement, had a
great knowledge of the surrounding
c o u n t r y a n d t h e f o o d s i t c o u l d
supply. He spoke no English so I
kept Sudin hard at i t ask ing and
answer ing a l l my quest ions about
t h e l o c a l a r e a .

Only Som, Subin and I went into
t h e j u n g l e a n d w e h a d t o m a k e
several rest stops to al low Subin,
the city dweller, to catch his breath.
I was fairly fit as I had been doing a
lot of running and swimming before
I went to Thailand so I kept up with
S o m q u i t e w e l l . T h e g o i n g w a s
fairly steep in places, up and down
ro l l ing h i l l s unt i l we reached the
b o t t o m o f o n e o f t h e g r e a t
m o n o l i t h s . S o m i n d i c a t e d t h a t
these towering castles of rock were
the home of Karng Kob. Subin had
gone far enough at this point and
elected to wai t a t the bot tom for us.
I c o u l d n o t s e e h o w w e c o u l d e v e r
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get very far up the sheer sides of
this rock and we certainiy did get
turned back by impossible faces at
s e v e r a l s p o t s . O r c h i d s w e r e
growing everywhere, thousands of
them, some I knew but many of the
b o ta n i ca l s i h a d n e ve r se e n b e fo re .
The rock was eroded into very sharp
and dangerous pinnacles rather like
stalagmites, a fall in such a place
w o u l d h a v e m e a n t a l m o s t c e r t a i n
death on these jagged spikes. They
were however, extremely hard as I
found out when I tr ied to break off a
small piece to bring home and they
offered very secure hand and foot
holds. I had on a pair of strong
leather shoes but Som, the jungle
man, wore on ly jandais . H is feet
were like horse hooves and I really
had to admire him scrambling about
this sort of country almost barefoot.
The higher we got the thinner the
t r e e s b e c a m e a n d t h e t h i c k e r t h e
orchids grew. Banks of Coeiogyne
were everywhere, the odd one in
flower but it was mid-winter there,
extremely dry and cool enough in
the mornings to need a jersey ti l l
abput 8 a.m. I saw no other orchids
i n fl o w e r b u t t h e t r e e s w e r e
f e s t o o n e d w i t h e p i p h y t e s , s o m e
were obv ious l y Dend rob iums bu t
m a n y I d i d n o t r e c o g n i s e s o I
collected about three pieces of each
species just to have a representation
of what was growing there. As well
as orchids, there were many other
i n t e r e s t i n g p l a n t s w h i c h S o m
pointed out, unfortunately I could
a s k n o q u e s t i o n s , a i l o u r
communications were by grunts and
hand signs. There were some very
beautiful creepers in flower which I
photographed.

A t o n e p o i n t S u b i n c a l l e d o u t
from far below us and i t was not t i l l
then that I realised just how steep
the rock was and how high we were.
I looked over the edge and the voice
was coming from the jungle directly

b e l o w u s s o m e 1 2 0 m e t r e s d o w n . I
have a photograph which I took and
it looks like an aerial photo of tree
t o p s . A t l a s t S o m c a l l e d m y
attention to a spot some six metres
above us right out on an exposed
f a c e w i t h n o c o v e r a t a i l . T h e r e
s a n d w i c h e d b e t w e e n fi s s u r e s i n t h e
r o c k w a s a g r o u p o f P a p h .
beiiatulum. What a great thril l this
was for me, here I was thousands of
k i l omet res away f rom home h igh
above the jungle and looking at a
sight which I 'd dreamed about for
years. Som was about to d ig the
g r o u p o u t b u t I i n d i c a t e d t h a t I
wished to photograph i t and took
several shots and whi le adjust ing
my position to get a better view i sat
on a spiny Euphorbia which added
t o S o m ' s a m u s e m e n t .

While he was digging ^ut that
group, I went on expforirig higher
and a f te r some t ime loca ted ano ther
small plant with three growths and a
couple of seed pods. I feel some
pangs of guilt at removing plants
like this which are becoming rare,
so to ease my conscience a little i
s p r i n k l e d t h e s e e d i n t o v a r i o u s
protected crevices in the hope that it
w o u l d r e p l a c e t h a t w h i c h I h a d
r e m o v e d .

S o m i n d i c a t e d t h a t w e s h o u l d
n o w r e t u r n d o w n t h e c l i f f s b u t a s w e
were so close to the top I indicated
that i would l ike to go on, so he
w a i t e d w h i l e I c l i m b e d t h e l a s t 2 0
metres. What a magnificent view, I
cou ld see fo r m i les and as we were
fairly near the Burmese border I have
n o d o u b t I c o u l d s e e i n t o t h a t
country. In another direction I would
suspect that I could see into Laos as
it too is not very far away.

F r o m m y v a n t a g e p o i n t h i g h
above the jungle, I could see other
m o n o l i t h s t h e s a m e a s t h e o n e I w a s
o n . I w a s a b o u t 1 5 5 m e t r e s a b o v e

B a l l a r d ' s h o m e w h e r e t h e B a l l a r d s
h a v e a b o u t 1 / 2 a c r e o r m o r e w h i c h
gives room to expand their growing
facil i t ies if they wish to in future.
F rank B r i j ev i ch had taken a f ew
plants to Tony Bal lards to help make
a display there and it was indeed
very nice. We adjourned then to the
Manukau Boating Club's rooms on
t h e f o r e s h o r e o f t h e M a n u k a u
H a r b o u r f o r a f t e r n o o n t e a i n i d e a l
surroundings. Tony is President of
the Boating Club. The usual speech
of thanks and apprec ia t ion fo r a
good day was made by Daryi Bell,
our Pres ident and o f course a b i t o f
" B o r a x " w a s b a n d i e d a b o u t a s w e l l
to end a very happy day. We climbed
on the bus - 45 of us, and reached
Hamilton at about 7 p.m.

S O U T H T A R A N A K I S H O W

Held In the Hawera Community Hall, 31
September and 1 October 1978; an artistic
layout of Islands created with ferns, bamboo
and carax. Out of this jungle, the orchids
poked their heads. No pots to be seen.
Some blooms that caught my eye were Gym.
Sleeping Beauty 'Golden Queen'^a deep pure
colour; Gym. Valya Gralg 'Sutherland' ,
another yellow with a blushed deep pink lip;
Gym. Volcano 'Menehune', a smallish bloom
b u t a m o s t a t t r a c t i v e b r o w n w i t h c r e a m
c o n t r a s t ; P a p h . M i r i a m S a c h e r ' H a r v e s t -
man', a good yellow-green with a white
edged dorsal sepal; Mini Gym. Flirtation
' P r i n c e s s R o y a l ' , s e v e r a l c l o n e s o f t h i s
lovely pink and Gym. Starlight 'Grown', a
light green with a white lip highlighted by a
yel low crest .

The afternoon-tea end of the hall was gay
with sun umbrellas decorated with Ivy and
camelia blooms, a pleasure to sit quietly for
a m o m e n t a n d t a k e I n t h e o v e r - a l l s c e n e .
Well done South TaranakI for your first
s h o w .

NOTES FROM THE NORTH SHORE
ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW

After four years, a change of venue to the
m o r e s p a c i o u s N o r t h S h o r e Te a c h e r s '
College Hall proved to be the right decision.

The Innovat ion th is year o f an ar t
competition, run In conjunction with the
Show, a l l en t r ies to fea tu re o rch ids ,
provided over 100 entries from amateurs as
well as professional artists, from all over the
North Island. The competition, organised
by Betty Lodge and catalogued and hung by
Betty and her husband Bob, made a great
Impression, and a forceful start to the Show,
the first prize of $100 cash being won by
Jean Boulton with her painting entitled
" D u o " - a n u n u s u a l t r e a t m e n t o f t w o
watercolours of cattleyas presented In the
o n e f r a m e .

In the main body of the hal l , the Show
featured trading and corsage tables, floral
art bays, a flasking unit, and a stamp
collection - all featuring the universal appeal
o f o r c h i d s .

On tiered stands some 200 Gymbldlums
were displayed, with Valya Gralg 'Surprise'
taking first In the open section, followed by
Ivy Fung 'Radiance' with five spikes and over
1 0 0 b l o o m s .

T h e N o v i c e G y m b l d l u m s e c t i o n w a s
headed by a delightful Glarlsse Carlton 'TIa
Mar ia ' w i t h a seed l i ng . Char les Darw in x
Fireball taking second place. Next,«the two
stands of miniatures - every one a beauiy.

A n o t h e r f o u r s t a n d s o f t h e " o d d b a l l s "
including five di fferent N.Z. Nat ives, a l l In
flower. Species from Australia and Papua
New Guinea, plus 15 other genera. Here the
judges gave the open section to Dendroblum
'Bardo Rose', grown to perfection, and this
plant also won the Smithers O'Dowda Award
for culture. Second prize went to a large
white Phalaenopsis; ' l l lkal x 211'. The
novice 'other genera' section was headed by
Dendroblum jameslanum with Odontoglos-
s u m ' R e d R u m ' s e c o n d .

Without a doubt the 'piece de resistance'
was the stage area with a glorious display of
natives, species, Gymbldlums, and ferns,
etc, all complemented by a variety of cut
Vandas, and Arandas specially flown In by
Air New Zealand for the Show, and all
enhancing the four-tiered waterfall in centre
stage - the whole stage area was a
masterpiece arranged by our Theo Verryt
S h o w M a r s h a l l . '
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A SocietY Excursion
By Martin Clark

Walkato Orchid Society.

On the 27th August our Society was never the less determined to
paid I ts biannual v is i t to glass- welcome us on crutches - 'no show
houses of growers in and around without Punch'. He had a very nicely
Auckland city. As usual this was arranged display and I told him I
very efficiently arranged by N.Z. would like to pinch his pool and
Orchid Society members and a good fountain and very pretty surrounds,
day was had by all. For many years We then went to the homes of Mr
now these visits have been taking and Mrs Harvleand Mrs Orr who are
place - Walkato to Auckland one neighbours and their gardens open
year and the next year, the reverse, out at the back to a lovely golf
It Is always a worth while day and course. Both had some nice flowers
w e c o m e h o m e w i t h f o o d f o r t o s h o w u s . W e w e r e t a k e n t o t h e
t h o u g h t a b o u t h o w w e g r o w b y M o n u m a r t M o t e l I n O t a h u h u f o r
comparison. Although I may say we luncheon. After which we went on to
a rea lwaysa l l t t l e j ea lous o f t he ve ry t he new home o f Mr and Mrs
e a s y c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r U n d e r w o o d I n w h a t I t h i n k w o u l d b e
growing, but jealousy gets you either Royal Oak or Onehunga. They
nowhere, so we just have to make have a lovely outlook and have
t h e b e s t o f I t . m a n a g e d t o g e t t h e i r g r o w i n g

fac i l i t i es near to comple t ion . Mrs
Our party left Hamilton by bus at Underwood had some lovely plants

8 a.m. and we went straight to the In bloom and some big fat spikes
home of Mr Ken Blackman In well on the way. On next to Des
Papatoetoe where we were Leahy In Mangere where we were
welcomed by the President of shown by Des, to use his own
N.Z.O.S. and had the chance to words, 'how he endeavours to get
enjoy a very welcome cup of tea and maximum flower production for
a big spread, as well as seeing how 'export and show' from his one
Ken does It. It was unfortunate that glasshouse.
Auckland Is*experiencing a very late
flowering season, the same as we It Is certainly a model of tidiness
are, apparently caused by the very and neatness which would put most
cold weather In late May followed by growers to shame. He also has a
a lot of overcast days throughout very Interesting method of watering
the mid winter months. Ken had and feeding his plants. We were
some very nice plants In flower and I then taken to Cli ff and Shona
can't but help remarking that I have Brindle to see how they grow
never seen his plants looking better. Cattleyas. They have only three
We then went to the home of Mr Alf small glasshouses but It Is amazing
Day who has a wider variety of to me how many beautiful
genera interestingly displayed, then prizewlnning Cattleyas come from
to Mr Ken N icho lson who had had these houses ove r a f2 mon th
an accident and was In plaster but period. Finally we visited . Tony

the jungle and the next great rock
would have been twice as high and
m o r e I n a c c e s s i b l e . T h e r e w e r e
o t h e r s I n t h e d i s t a n c e w h i c h c o u l d
b e c l a s s e d a s m o u n t a i n s I n t h e i r
own right and I can only assume
they all have populations of Paph.
bellatulum and It would be my
guess that many p lants would be
safe from collecting because of the
steepness and danger In such an
a r e a .

The plants I collected, grew In
crev ices w i th very res t r ic ted root
areas. They are exposed to full sun
or at least, very bright light and
m u s t s u f f e r a l l t h e w e a t h e r
c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h p r e v a i l I n t h e i r
exposed posit ion. I have plants In
my hothouse which are In 3- Inch
clay pots In a veiy well drained mix
of native bark, fibre and limestone
ch ips and the pots are c rammed
with roots. Although not exposed
to direct sunlight, my plants do get
about an 18 hour l ight per iod
extended with fluorescent lights and
they grow as well as any of the white
slipper orchids I have. What I saw on
t h e c l i f f t o p s o f B a n Ta m G r a b
makes me feel that I was not too far
away from the natural environment
and I wi l l cont inue with the same
c u l t u r e .

A^ te r a long and care fu l c l imb
down we were aga in un i ted w i th
Subin and set off back along the
t r a i l w h i c h S o m h a d m a r k e d w i t h
s l a s h e s o n t h e t r e e s . I d o n ' t t h i n k
t h o s e h i l l p e o p l e c o u l d s u r v i v e
without those big knives, they can
be used fo r such heavy work as
slashing a path through the jungle
o r s u c h d e l i c a t e o p e r a t i o n s a s
removing a thorn from one's foot.
N o d o u b t t h e y a r e u s e d I n s e l f
d e f e n c e a n d w o u l d b e m o s t
e f f e c t i v e .

W e a r r i v e d b a c k a t t h e h o u s e s
a b o u t m i d a f t e r n o o n a n d I w a s

Inv i ted to share a meal w i th the
f a m i l y . T h i s w a s a n o t h e r
experience, shoes are left outside,
no furniture, everyone sits on a mat
on the floor and takes what one
wants from the bowls of rice, pork
and other spicy mixtures.

On our way out from the farm the
track was blocked by a large felled
teak limb and one man was away up
in the very top of a huge tree cutting
off the branches. I did not ask why
this was being done but noticed
throughout Thailand odd teak trees
were trimmed like this. Of course,
the thing that caught my eye were
al l the orchids c l inging to the
b r a n c h e s . Q u i t e a f e w w e r e
different to the ones found earlier,
so I collected some of these also.

It had been a long hard day by the
time I arrived back at my hotel In
Chiang Mai. As long as I live I'll
never forget my trip collecting
orchids and the wonderful people I
m e t I n T h a i l a n d .

O.C.N.Z. Awards -1978
Laellocattleya Masterpiece alba
'Renaissance' HCC/OCNZ 4/78

This plant owned by Mr Albert
Blackmore, 34A Evelyn Place,
Northcote, Auckland 10, was awar
ded a Highly Commended Cert ifi
c a t e . T h e fl o w e r s h a v e c l e a r w h i t e
sepals and petals, frilly magenta
lip with white patch on each side
of Its centre from which are gold
veins running to the centre of the
throat . Natural spread of flowers
1 6 0 m m .
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O R C H I D L A B O R ATO R I E S
Philip and Cushia Wyatt

T ISSUE CULTURE SPECIALISTS

Introducing an established service
from a new iocaiity

G o o d r e a s o n s t o u s e o u r s e r v i c e s :

1 . Re l i ab i l i t y. Success r a te ove r 95%.
2. Full confidence. All material is double coded. All plant material in excess of

requirement is destroyed.
3. Savings. Costs less than $1.00 per plant for 75 plants or more.

. 4. Accessibility. Centrally situated In Cambridge, you are welcome to call and
discuss your requ i rements .

5. Services tai lored to meet your own special needs.

Plants are retureed ready to plant out.
We shall also undetlake to flask your sued - any genera acĉ

This, our 4th year of operations, holds exciting new developments.
Watch these pages for further announcements.

Wa n t t o k n o w m o r e ? W r i t e o r c a l l :

O R C H I D L R B O R AT O R I E S
Victoria Road, RJ). 1. Ganbridge

A f t e r H o u r s : P h o n e 7 0 9 5
S T D 0 - 7 1 2 7 - 7 0 9 5

Sorry, Laboratory facilities not open for Inspection.
V i s i t o r s b y a p p o i n t m e n t o n l y .

SOCIETY INFORMATION
M a n a w a t u
M e e t i n g :
V e n u e :

T i m e :
P r e s i d e n t :
Sec re ta ry :

Orchid Society
2nd Thursday of each month
A l l S a i n t s C h u r c h H a l l .
C i furch St reet ,
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h .
7.45 p.m.
M r N . G . W o o d .
Mr J.G. Jackson,
18 Hurley Place,
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h .
P h o n e : 8 3 - 3 4 8 .

Wel l ing ton Orch id Soc ie ty
Meeting: 1st Monday of every month.
V e n u e : S t . G r a n s C o l l e g e ,

H igh S t ree t , Lower Hut t .
T i m e : 8 . 0 0 p . m .

Beginners Forum, 7.15 p.m.
P r e s i d e n t : M r F . R . A s k i n .

S e c r e t a r y : M r L . W y a t t ,
43 Hardy Street, Waterloo,
L o w e r H u t t .
P h o n e : 6 9 5 - 1 0 1 .

P r e s i d e n t :

Sec re ta ry :

Taranaki Orchid Society
Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of month.
V e n u e : B a p t i s t C h u r c h H a i l ,

L e m o n S t r e e t ,
N e w P l y m o u t h .

T i m e : 8 . 0 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r R . C l e a r w a t e r .
Secretary: Mrs D. Whittaker,

2 Nelson St reet , Wal tara .
P h o n e : 8 8 9 6 .

T i m e :
P r e s i d e n t :
Sec re ta ry :

Waika to Orch id Soc ie ty
Meeting: 4th Tuesday of month.
V e n u e : S e n i o r C i t i z e n s H a l l ,

C ia rance S t ree t , Hami l ton .
T i m e : 8 . 0 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r 0 . B e l l .
S e c r e t a r y : M r P. W y a t t ,

P.O. Box 7101,
C l a u d e l a n d s , H a m i l t o n .
P h o n e : 7 0 9 5 , C a m b r i d g e .

Hawke's Bay Orchid Society inc.
Meeting: 1st Monday in month.
V e n u e : P a k o w h a i W a r M e m o r i a l

H a l l , P a k o w h a i .
T i m e : B e g i n n e r s C l a s s 7 . 1 5 p . m .

Main Meet ing , 8 .00 p .m.
P r e s i d e n t : M r L . E . B r o w n .

S e c r e t a r y : M r s E . A l l e n ,
R.D. 3, Napier.
P h o n e : 8 3 - 0 5 0 .

P r e s i d e n t :

Sec re ta ry :

Wairarapa Orchid Circie
Meeting: 1st Sunday in month.
Ve n u e : O l d F o l k s H a l l , C o l e S t r e e t .
T i m e : 2 . 0 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r B . B r a d l e y.
S e c r e t a r y : M r s I . B o o t h ,

112 Essex Street,
M a s t e r t o n .
P h o n e : 6 3 4 3 .

Bay of Plenty Orchid Society
M e e t i n g : 2 n d S u n d a y i n m o n t h .
V e n u e : L y c e u m C l u b R o o m s ,

Te P u k e .
T i m e : 1 . 3 0 p . m . ( s o m e t i m e s

7.00 p.m.
P r e s i d e n t : M r J . F o r r e s t ,

19 Fairview Place,
Te P u k e .

P r e s i d e n t :

Golden Coast Orchid Society
Meeting: 2nd Monday of month.
V e n u e : S t . L u k e s H a l l ,

W a i k a n a e .
T i m e : 7 . 3 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r W. R o s s - Ta y i o r.
S e c r e t a r y : M r J . M a t t h e w s ,

459 Te Moana Road,
W a i k a n a e .
P h o n e : 6 1 6 9 .

Poverty Bay East Coast Orchid Society
Meeting: 2nd Monday of every month.
T i m e : 7 . 3 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r s M . S u n d o n .
Secretary: Mrs M. Jacobs,

6 Buchanan Street,
G i s b o r n e .
P h o n e 8 9 - 5 3 1 .

North Shore Orchid Society inc.
Meeting: 1st Sunday each month.
Venue: Senior Ci t izens Rooms,

M i l f o r d , A u c k l a n d 9 .
T i m e : 1 . 0 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r L . G o d w i n .
Secretary: Mrs B. Godwin,

Box 33493, Takapuna.
P h o n e : 4 8 5 - 8 8 6 .

South Taranaki Orchid Society:
M e e t i n g : 3 r d T h u r s d a y i n m o n t h .
V e n u e : L o u n g e , C o m m u n i t y C e n t r e ,

A l b i o n S t r e e t , H a w e r a .
T i m e : 7 . 3 0 p . m .
P r e s i d e n t : M r R . L . W a t k i n s .
S e c r e t a r y : M r B . M i l l a r d ,

10 Ropata Street, Hawera.
P h o n e : 7 3 8 3 .

7 0 7 9



CAniEYA SEEDLINGS
S i c . O H B O Y - fi r e b a l l s w i t h d a r k
l a b e l l u m s . B - $ 5 . 5 0 , C - $ 8 . 0 0
L c . M E M A L B E R T H E I N E C K E

' O C T O B E R '
X Be. OLYMPIC MEADOWS
•RAINBOW' , g reen th rough b ronze .

B-$5.50
C . I N T E R M E D I A ' A Q U I N I I R O S S ' x
L c . L A V A I N E ' G O S S A M E E R ' -
s p l a s h p e t a l s w i t h g o o d s h a p e .

B - $ 5 . 0 0

B I c . H E M L O C K . P A S S ' N O R T H
S T A R S T A T E '

X B e . M O U N T H O O D ' C L A R E ' -
greens with the fabulous Mount
H o o d s h a p e . B - $ 5 . 5 0
Pot . CARROUSEL 'CRIMSON

T R I U M P H *
F C C / A O S A M / R H S - r e n o w n e d
merlc lone of c lear burgundy-red.

B-$7.00

These and others, avai lable from:

Ram Boon
30B Walwaka Tee,

New Plymouth.

Notes on Odontoglossums and Allles
by Mike Wilton, Levin

N O R T H S H O R E O R C H I D S O C I E T Y w i l l
be holding an Autumn orchid display on
Apr i l 7 and 8 1979 at the Hor t icu l tura l
rooms, Hurstmere Road, Takapuna.

T A R A N A K I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y w i l l b e

holding a display and seminar early June
1 9 7 9 I n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t o u r s o f
Pukekura Park and private glasshouses.

Sieasonswhy you should buy a
Unique Aluminium Oonstruction.̂̂ ^̂^̂^̂L

O '*'0 clips, no putty, long lastingA I ^ ^ P V C w e a t h e r s e a l .
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Unique Aluminium Construction.

No clips, no putty, long lasting
P V C w e a t h e r s e a l .

Simple assembly with only a
spanner and screwdriver.
Modular construction gives an endless range of
sizes inc. a conservatory lean-to.
Louvres and ventilation ridge exceeds minimum
vent i la t ion requ i rements .

Sliding door on nylon rollers, finger light
operation.

There are so many more reasons but we've run
out of room so send the coupon below and find
o u t m o r e .

■ Retumto RatleiSOn&Vlskoi/ichlM. P.O. Box938. Napier. ■
H Please send me more information alxtut Leisuroro. |
H N a m e ■

5 A d d r e s s ( g ] S
^̂ny purchase can be charged to your Diners Club. 125L.

Modern hybr ids o f Odontog los
sums and their allles are probably
t h e m o s t c o l o u r f u l o f a l l o r c h i d s .
Basic colours Include white, yellow,
orange, red and purple which may
o c c u r I n s o l i d c o l o u r o r I n fi n i t e
combinations of markings Including
s p e c k l e s , b l o t c h e s d e l i c a t e s u f
fused patterns. A single flower may
be quite a spectacular multicolour
ed eyeful.

T h e O d o n t o g l o s s u m s u s e d a s
paren ts o f modern hybr ids come
f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n s o f C o l u m b i a .
0dm. c r i spum, pesca to re l , ha r ry -
anum, triumphans and a few other
species account for the s ize and
shape found In todays hybrids and
all the colours except red.

S m a l l b u t d a z z l i n g b r i g h t r e d
Cochl loda noezl lana was hybr idis
ed with Odontaglossums to produce
the Intergeneric Odontloda (Oda.).
These hybrids extended the colour
range Into the reds.

Columbian (Pansy type) Mlltonlas
when hybr id ised wi th Odontoglos
sums, g3ve Odonton las (Odtna. ) .
Odontonlas have the colour range
of Odontoglossums but their spec
ial feature Is a large showy lip. Also
I n h e r i t e d f r o m t h e M l l t o n i a I s t h e
ability to throw several spikes per
b u l b .

When al l three species are In
volved In a hybrid, the result has
the tongue twister name of Vuylste-
kea ra (Vuy l s . ) p ronounced Voo l -
stek-ee-ah-rah. These hybrids have
all the qualities of Odontonlas plus
an extended colour range.

Oncidlums have been hybridised
with Odontoglosums and Odont lo-
das to produce Odontocldlums and
Wllsonaras with long multlflowered
spikes from heat tolerant plants.

I shall refer collectively to all the
above as 'Odon ts , ' t he cu l tu ra l con
dit ions being much the same.

Of al l commonly grown orchids,
Odonts are probably the most sen
s i t i v e t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l f a c t o r s b u t
when everything Is r ight they can
grow at a rate which Is quite stag
g e r i n g f o r o n e w h o I s u s e d t o
w a t c h i n g s l o w p o k e C y m b l d l u m s .
My Odonts grow steadi ly a l l year
round but put on a growth spur t
during March-April and September-
O c t o b e r . D u r i n g s u m m e r , h i g h
temperatures slow them down while
In the winter, low l ight levels are
t h e l i m i t e d f a c t o r .

I grow my Odonts mostly on the
floor of a heated glasshouse where
the temperature may fal l to about
T'C at night. Odonts may take the
n igh t t empe ra tu res down t o 0 °C
wi thout harm. Where temperature
I s I n v o l v e d , s u m m e r h e a t I s m o r e
likely to be a problem with Odonts
than cold In the winter. The opti
mum daytime temperature for these
plants Is In the 15-20''C range. If
t h e s e t e m p e r a t u r e s c a n n o t b e
maintained In the glasshouse during
s u m m e r, t h e n t h e p l a n t s w o u l d
benefit by moving them to a shade-
h o u s e o r b u s h - h o u s e o r s o m e s u c h
cooler situation during the summer
months. Temperatures above 25°C
will bring growth to a halt In Odonts
and pro longed h igh temperatures
may kill them.

Most Odonts wil l tel l you when
they are getting enough light. They
develop a suntan. I give my Odonts
enough l ight so as to produce a
light bronzing of the leaves, exces
s i v e l i g h t w i l l p r o d u c e a h e a v y
bronze cast over yellow leaves.

I f eed my Odon ts once eve ry
week or fortnight stretching to once
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a mon th i n w in te r. I use a ve ry
d i l u t e s o l u t i o n o f f e r t i l i s e r e i t h e r
Ammophos or NItrophoska. The
d i l u t i o n f a c t o r I s a b o u t h a l f a t e a
spoon of fertiliser to 10 litres of
w a t e r .

I h a v e f o u n d w a t e r I s f a r m o r e
cr i t ical wi th Odonts than feeding.
At the end of a season there Is l i t t le
difference In growth between plants
fed week l y and t hose f ed eve ry
m o n t h t o s i x w e e k s , w h e r e a s ,
plants which have extended dry
periods between watering show
drastically reduced bulb and flower
size. I water my Odonts whenever
t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e m i x s h o w s t h e
slightest sign of dryness. This can
mean watering every two days or so
dur ing fine summer weather, a lso
during these weather conditions the
plants are given a spray of water
over the leaves once or twice a day.
S u c h t r e a t m e n t p r o d u c e s s t r o n g
growth, large bulbs and large flow
e r s . L o w h u m i d i t y w i l l g r e a t l y
r e d u c e fl o w e r s i z e .

Repotting Is best done In the
spring. I use shallow, well drained
plastic pots and a mix of approx
imately equal parts of bark (7-
10mm), pumice (same size) and
sytrofoam ganules. I have found
that Odonts grown In this mix under
condit ions outl ined above, produce
a rampant root system very quickly.
Strong roots result In a strong plant.

Odonts may be propagated from
d i v i s i o n s w h e r e t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l
leading growths or from backbulbs.
When removing backbulbs special
care must be taken to cause as l l tfle
damage as possible to the rhizome
as It Is only from the rhizome that
the new growths will arise, unlike
Cymbldlums which may produce
new growths from the sides of the
b a c k b u l b s . P r o v i d e d t h e r h i z o m e
Is undamaged, single Odont bulbs
wi th leaves s t i l l a t tached usual ly
sprout with little trouble but leaf

l e s s b a c k b u l b s a r e b e s t l e f t i n
clumps of two or three. Sometimes
I use a method which Is commonly
used with Catt leyas. Careful ly cut
the rhizome where the plant Is to
b e d i v i d e d a n d d u s t t h e c u t w i t h
fungicide, all without removing the
plant from the pot. Later, when the
back port ion has sprouted. I t can
be potted up separately.

A l t h o u g h O d o n t s m a y p e r h a p s
n e e d a l i t t l e e f f o r t t o fi n d o r c r e a t e
the right conditions the rewards in
b l o o m s w i l l m a k e I t w e l l w o r t h w h i l e .
The de l igh t o f hav ing o rch ids in
flower outside the Cymbldlum sea
s o n I s a n a d d e d b o n u s a s O d o n t s
will flower at any time of the year.

L E T T E R S T O

T H E E D I T O R

T h e E d i t o r
Dear Sir,

I h a v e f o l l o w e d w i t h I n t e r e s t t h e
s e r i e s o f Te n F a v o u r i t e C y m
bldlums' but note a disturbing trend
developing. While originally It was
s t a t e d t h a t a l l c l o n e s n a m e d s h o u l d
be reasonably available, one recent
list has named plants of which the
sole clones are In the possession of
the writer, and another commercial
grower took the opportunity to plug
a large number of clones which are
available only as small merlclones
f r o m h i m s e l f .

Th is makes these l i s ts use less as
unbiassed guides to new growers.

Yours fa i th fu l l y,
A Q U A R I U S .

The lists are provided by both amateur and
professionai growers and published in good
faith. Thank you Aquarius for bringing this
m a t t e r t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f r e a d e r s a n d
m y s e i f . E D I T O R .

w o n d e r f u l e f f o r t f o r t h e s i z e o f t h e
plant.' Hybridizers have recently discov
ered that this species crossed with
modern Odont hybrids Is giving
O d o n t o c l d l u m s w h i c h a r e l a r g e
flowered and yet retain the Incurvum
spike habit. We will hear more of
this delightful orchid In the future.

S O P H R O N i T i S C O C C i N E A
This plant Is one of the miniature

gems of the orchid family. It Is one
of only six dwarf growing plants
making up the genus Sophronltis
which form part of the Cattleya
a l l i a n c e . B e i n g f r o m t h e c o o l e r
areas of southern Brazil they require
quite different cultural conditions
from other members of the Cattleya
group If they are to be grown well.
The plants have bnly a small
pseudobulb with a single leathery
leaf and a full grown plant would be
about 8 cm tall. They grow best
under coo l condi t ions where they
can be kept evenly moist throughout
the year though less water would be
required dur ing the winter months
when drying out would not be so
f a s t .

Sophronl t is cocclnea, of ten cal
led S.grandlflora, has as Its name
suggests sepals and petals of a
b r i l l i a n t s c a r l e t w i t h a n o r a n g e
yellow throat In the lip. The 5-7 cm
flowers are produced singly In the
Spring and are long lasting. This
has become an Important plant In
hybr id iz ing wi th in the Cat t leya
group because of Its abil i ty to
transfer the brilliant colouring to Its
offspring. Many quality modern day
(and some not so modern still of
good quality) hybrids such as SLC
Anzac, SLC Falcon, SLC Jewel Box,
SLC Papr i ka SLC Brandyw ine o r
P o t i n a r a R e b e c c a M e r k e l a l l s h o w
the effect of the sophronltis blood In
their make-up.

S O C i E T Y N E W S

W H A N G A R E I S P R I N G S H O W

By Fred Bret t • Show Marshal l .

The growth of the Whangarei Orchid
Society was reflected in the display of
plants on exhibition at the 3rd Spring Show
held on 15/17 September, 1978. The
improvement in the standard of the display
and the number of plants on show was quite
m a r k e d .

With a certain amount of trepidation
the committee decided to try a 3-day show
and found that their faith in the Society and
in the public regard for beauty was justified
a s t h e r e w a s a c o n t i n u a l s t r e a m o f v i s i t o r s
from the time it was opened by our patron,
Mrs Jiii Elliott at noon on the Friday, until
the close at 4 p.m. on Sunday.

The Lad ies ' Garden ing C lub Ha l l was a
mass of colour and although Cymbldlums
w e r e t h e r e i n n u m b e r s t h e r e w a s a l s o a
v a r i e t y o f o t h e r g e n e r a o n s h o w - o n e
specimen of Paphiopedi ium insigne with 23
fl o w e r s a t t r a c t e d a l o t o f c o m m e n t . T h e

quality of the plants and blooms was high -
p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n w a s g a i n e d b y t w o
w h i c h w o n c u l t u r a l c e r t i fi c a t e s , a s u p e r b
specimen of Angraecum veitchii grown by
C h r i s Vo s s a n d a m i n i a t u r e C y m b i d i u m
Evening Star "Everglades" exhibited by Mrs
Ni ta Going.

The many visitors to the show, including
some from England and Australia expressed
admiration for the quality of the blooms on
s h o w a n d I a m s u r e t h a t f r o m t h e n u m b e r o f
cameras i n ac t i on the l oca l pho tog raph i c
s h o p s m u s t h a v e f o u n d t h e s h o w a r e a l
b o n a n z a .

A group of enthusiasts from North Shore
c a m e o n t h e S a t u r d a y a n d l a t e r w e r e
entertained at a function held In the evening.
Some of the alcoves set up in the hall were
arranged by members or groups of members
w h i l e o t h e r a r e a s w e r e fi l l e d w i t h p l a n t s
from growers who had only one or two
p lan ts ready fo r exh ib i t i on . The response
f r o m m e m b e r s a s a w h o l e w a s a c r e d i t t o t h e
Society and the participation and assistance
given f rom everyone gave a great deal of
s a t i s f a c t i o n t o t h e c o m m i t t e e w h o w o r k e d
so hard to ensure the success of the display.
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Interesting Species
By J.G. Jackson, Palmerston North

C A L A N T H E V E S T I TA
In t he m id n i ne teen th cen tu ry

C a l a n t h e s w e r e g r o w n I n l a r g e
numbers in England mainly because
they were readily obtainable and of
easy culture, and because their long
lasting flowers made them an Ideal
t a b l e d e c o r a t i o n . T h e fi r s t o r c h i d
hybrid raised was from this genus.
The cross was made in 1853 by a
John Dominy who was a grower for
V e i t c h a n d S o n . H e c r o s s e d
C . f u r c a t a w i t h C . m a s u c a , t w o
evergreen types to produce C.Dom-
inyi which flowered in 1856.

Sanders in h is 1927 Orch id Guide
states that "Calanthe Veitchi i , the
well known hybrid between C.rosea
and C. vestita might be termed a
common garden plant. It was first
mentioned in 1859 and is now one of
the most popular and largely grown
orch ids " . Ca lan the ves t i ta i s one o f *
the dec iduous te r res t r ia l spec ies
with stout, pseudobulbs up to 15 cm
tall and broad 30-45 cm leaves. They
require repotting every year so the
new growth commences in a rich
compost - a pot plant mix is suitable
provided that drainage is adequate.
Water careful ly at first increasing
the rate as growth progresses until
by the middle of summer when the
pot should be full of roots; they can
be liberally watered to keep the
compost continually moist.

T h e b u l b i s m a d e u p i n t h e
autumn when the flower spikes also
appear, and watering should then be
g r a d u a l l y r e d u c e d u n t i l a f t e r
flowering and then not given.at all
through the winter.

A s u n n y p o s i t i o n i s n e e d e d
throughout the year and while the
thin leaves wi l l stand strong l ight
they are very prone to rot if water is
allowed to remain on them for any
l e n g t h o f t i m e , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e
centres of the growths. The flowers
are up to 5 cm across with 10-20 on
an erect 60 cm spike. Sepals and
petals are white and the lip has a
large rose pink eye, however as the
plants are naturally spread over a
wide area the ex tent o f the p ink
shad ing on t he l i p and a l so t he
sepals and petals is variable.

O N C I D I U M I N C U R V U M

Oncidlums form one of the large
f a m i l i e s o f N e w W o r l d o r c h i d s .
There are over 750 known species
extending over the large area from
Southern Brazi l up through South
and Cen t ra l Amer i ca t o F lo r i da . The
range of plant sizes and types within
the gerius is as wide as their habitat.

T h e c o o l g r o w i n g v a r i e t y O .
incurvum comes from Mexico, has
long lasting fragrant flowers which
are produced In the autumn on a
long (1 -2 me t re ) b ranched many
flowered spike which commences to
g r o w i n t h e s p r i n g . F l o w e r s a r e
a b o u t 2 . 5 c m a c r o s s a n d a r e w h i t e
with rose markings and a rose band
on t he l i p . The pseudobu lbs a re
ribbed and about 10 cm high with
leaves growing to about 30 cm in
l e n g t h . A w e l l g r o w n p l a n t w i l l
throw a spike of up to 100 flowers - a

LINWOOD ORCHIDS
(Lin and Ron Crouch)

What's New in Cymbidiums?
V A R I E T Y i s t h e S P i C E o f L I F E

A VARIETY OF

M E R I C L O N E S & S E E D L I N G S
FOR SALE

Standards, Novelties, Miniatures
Unusual varieties of miniature mericlones

FUSKS ALSO AVAILABLE

Send or phone for list to:
10 SEAVIEW ROAD. MILFORD, AUCKLAND 9.

P H O N E 4 6 6 - 4 2 9

We are Auckland's North Shore Agents for:
J . S . H a n n a h a n d h i s T r u - b l o o m

f e r t i l i s e r

HADFIELD
ORCHIDS

(Norman G. Wood)

4 0 9 T r e m a i n e A v e n u e
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h

# PHONE 83-489 #

Quality Cymbidiums
MERICLONES # SEEDLINGS
B A C K B U L B P R O P A G A T I O N S

D I V I S I O N S

Enquiries and Visitors Welcome

SUNSET ORCHIDS
Q U A L I T Y P L A N T S & F L O W E R S
The home o f Vandas & Ascocendas In N.Z.

T h a i a n d H a w a i i a n V a n d a c i o u s

Hybrids and Species from
Thai-Am Orchids,
K a s s e m B o n c h o o
P h a i r o t L e n a v a t ,

Kultana Orchids, Southeast,
Tosapol , Yew

Seedlings and Mericlones

Lists avai lable — write to:

M I C H A E L & P A T R I C I A W I L S O N

P h o n e 8 6 - 5 3 1

N u r s e r y : P . O . B o x 3 0 4 9
F r a n c e R o a d M a h o r a
H a s t i n g s . H a s t i n g s .
Please phone before you drop In as we could

be visiting other growers too.

I N D E X

ORCHIDS IN NEW ZEALAND
1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 8

Compiled by:
MRS DOROTHY COOPER

of tfie Wellington Orchid Society.

Limited number of copies.
Send 50 cents (Includes postage) to:

Mrs K. Bruce,
509 Carrington Road,

R.D. 1, New Plymouth.

Those who use the magazine regularly for
reference purposes will find the Index very
usefu l . I t l is ts (a lphabet ica l ly) a l l the
subject material published over the past
three years.
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PUKEKURA GORNERI
By George Fu l le r, N .D.H. [N .Z . ] ,

Cura to r Pukekura Park , New P lymouth .

G a s t r o c h i l u s s o m a i

The regular flowering and neat subject for those with limited space,
i n t e r m e d i a t e g r o w i n g c o n d i t i o n s

a p p e a r a n c e o f t h i s F o r m o s a n
species, make I t a very desi rable d i f ferent .

and a des i re to have someth ing

This orchid belongs to the Vanda
group but whereas we tend to think
o f s c r a m b l i n g , r a m b l i n g a e r i a l -
roo ted p lan ts in tha t sec t ion , G.
s o m a ! c o u l d b e r e g a r d e d a s a
m i n i a t u r e . A n o t h e r d i s t i n c t i o n I s t h e
short , th ick leathery leaves which
look more like those of a Hoya than
a Vanda. Incidental ly, i f you have
any plants of the Vanda al l iance,
e v e n D r y m o a n t h u s ( S a r c o c h i i u s )
from New Zealand, take a close look
at the leaf-tips and you will find that
the two halves are always Irregular
and In some cases so distinctly so
that one can identify various species
with the clues they provide.

Our specimen of G. somal grows
w e l l o n a s l a b o f t r e e f e r n fi b r e a n d
each year In April and May can be
relied upon to produce one or two
s t u r d y c l u s t e r s o f fl o w e r s w h i c h
emerge in what is called an umbel,
s im i la r t o tha t o f Hoya ca rnosa .
Individual flowers are long lasting,
about 15mm across, creamy white
with tints of green. The lip has a
h o l l o w e d s e c t i o n I n t h e b a s e o f
which is a patch of yellow overlaid
wi th fine redd ish spots . A s imi lar
patch occurs on the face of . the
l a b e l l u m a n d t h e w h o l e c o l o u r
scheme is l ivened by a co l lar o f
bright red around the base of the
c o l u m n . T h e o v e r a i l e f f e c t i s o n e o f
neatness and crispness and i can
recommend the g roup to anyone
with a relativeiy warm glasshouse.

T h e g e n u s e x t e n d s f r o m t h e
H i m a l a y a s t o I n d o n e s i a w i t h a
northern i imit In Japan, and most
suppl iers f rom India or S.E. Asia
have some to offer. Other species
available include G. acutlfolium, G.
bellinus, G. calceolare, G. dasypo-
gon etc., but they are often listed
under 3acco lab lum. A l l a re beau t i f u l
i n t he i r way, espec i a l l y t he l as t
n a m e d b u t w e h a v e f o u n d G . s o m a i
t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l , p e r h a p s
b e c a u s e i t c o m e s f r o m a c o o l e r
c l i m a t e t h a n t h e o t h e r s .

N O T I C E

It has been proposed that a study
group be set up to investigate New
Zealand Orch ids . Such th ings as
the i r cu l t i va t ion , d i s t r i bu t ion and
r a i s i n g f r o m s e e d e t c . A n y o n e
in te res ted con tac t W.J . Fo r res t ,
19 Fairvlew Place, Te Puke.

O R C H I D S W I T H A
D I F F E R E N C E .

Howeara M in i P r im l . (Rdcm. P r im ! X
Lchs. oncid io ides)

Comb in ing the genera Leoch i lus ,
Oncidium and Rodriguezia. Miniature
plants displaying comparatively long
spikes of showy yellow and red blooms.

L c . C h a r l e s w o r t h l l X L c . A n t o n l c a
F r e d e r i c k ' L a u r a K l b l e r ' A M / A O S

Expect clusters of bright red flowers
well displayed oatall strong stems.

BIc. Holiday Gem X B.dlgbyana. Free
flowering greens, with large, showy
fri l led Brasso l ip.

Lc. Lee Langford 'Copper Queen' X Lc.
h / l a t t l e S h a v e :
Lavender shaded copper red, c r imson
l i p .

Dtps. Jason Beard X Phal.amboinensls
Expectat ion is for yel lows and lemons
with red lip. Extra heavy substance.

A l l 3 " - 4 " p o t s i z e . $ 4 . 5 0 e a c h . F o r
orders under $10 and for airmail please
a d d 5 0 c .

T O M & P A T
FRENCH,
BlueB I rd F lo r i s t e ,

69 Devon Street East, New Plymouth
P h o n e 8 3 - 7 9 5 o r 7 0 - 1 7 9 .

7 4 75


