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NEW ZEALAND

Cymbidium Seedlings of Merit
DAG 'LITTLE JEWEL' B/CSA X NILA 'GREEN
GOLD'

Expect 25% pure coloured miniatures all
coming In green shades. Longer spikes than
many 2nd generation miniatures . The 75%
normal coloured seedlings will also be green
with bright red lips.

ANN MILLER 'MIDNIGHT' x REMUS 'SUNSET'

Expect intermediate red miniatures on tall
spikes moderate flower count which should
not require staking.

KALINKA 'PACIFIC x ANN MILLER 'MIDNIGHT'

Expect some very dark colours from this
crossing, tall stems of beautifully formed 7cm
flowers.

KALINKA 'PACIFIC x CHIEF JOSEPH
'FEATHERHILL'

Heaviest In red shades of miniatures. Robust
growers with medium sized pseudobulbs.

SHOWGIRL 'COBURG' x KHYBER PASS
'ROWES RED'

Reds and pinks with very bold Hp markings.
Intermediate in flower size and growth habit.
Miniatures.

KURUN 'TROUBADOR' X EARLYANA 'EGRET'

Very early bloomers from blush white to pinks.
The tall straight spike of Kurun 'Troubador'
will balance the Earlyana influence nicely and
nearly all will be very free blooming.

DAG 'LITTLE JEWEL' B/SA X ALNWICK
CASTLE 'ADA'

Early blooming miniatures many of which will
be concolours with little or no lip markings.
Colour heavily in greens and yellows. The
shape in all the Alnwick Castle hybrids is
very good.

DORIS AUREA 'CARDINAL' 4n x SHOWGIRL
'COBURG'

Larger than mini, expect many strong pinks
from this cross. Some will be tetraploids and
useful for further breeding lines.

FIREWHEEL 'RUBY' 4n x CLEO SHERMAN
'CANDY CANE'

New tetraploids which will come heavily in
the pink shades, very large flowers of exhib
ition quality.

ACAPULCO GOLD 'COBURG' x SWALLOW
'GOLDEN GATE' 4n.

Expect 100% yellows, bright flat flowers of
fu l l fo rm. A lso ava i lab le in the reverse c ros
sing.

SWALLOW 'GOLDEN GATE' 4n x DORIS AUREA
'CARDINAL' 4n.

Swal low 'Go lden Gate ' i s one o f the bes t a l l
round clones of this cross. We expect bright
colours with yellow predominant.

RINCON 'CLARISSE' 4n x SCARAMOUCHE
-COBURG'

Expect pink to rose red tetraploids with very
bold l ip markings. Form is certain to be
superb in all crosses with Rincon 'Clarisse' 4n.

The above are samples from our extensive stocks and are available
for Immediate delivery.

$3.00 per plant or 10 plants for $25.00. Freight extra.
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P h o n e 2 9 8 - 4 2 8 7
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B E C K ' S
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A v a i l a b l e a t
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W H A N G A R E i O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

The Whangarei Orchid Society are having
a most successful year with a big increase in
membership. We have had speakers on
most subjects of orchid culture. Our display
table has gone from strength to strength
with a wide range of genera being shown.
During the year we have had some enjoyable
ou t i ngs t o v i s i t members co l l ec t i ons . We
had a bus tr ip to the New Zealand Orchid
Society's winter show and also visited three
members of the North Shore Society. We are
a l l w o r k i n g h a r d t o w a r d s o u r a n n u a l
exhibit ion on the 15-16-17 September.
Visitors to Whangarei are most welcome to
a t t e n d o u r m e e t i n g s h e l d o n t h e fi r s t
Tuesday of the month at the Kensington
B o w l i n g C l u b , W h a n g a r e i , c o m m e n c e s
8 p.m.

MARLBOROUGH ORCHID SOCIETY

N e w s f r o m t h e ' S u n s h i n e ' t o w n . T h e
above Soc ie ty i s l ook ing fo rward to the i r
s e c o n d y e a r a s a n O r c h i d S o c i e t y w i t h
I n t e r e s t . L a s t m o n t h M r G r a h a m S m i t h o f
P u k e i t i R h o d o d e n d r o n T r u s t t r a v e l l e d f r o m
New Plymouth to address the Society and
gave a very Interesting talk of work at Pukeiti
Rain Forest where Malayan rhododendrons
are being grown In conjunction with orchids
f r o m N e w G u i n e a a n d s o m e A u s t r a l i a n
N a t i v e o r c h i d s i n a h e a t e d g l a s s h o u s e .
S e v e r a l m e m b e r s f r o m M a r l b o r o u g h a r e
hoping to v is i t New Plymouth dur ing the i r
t r a v e l s a n d w i l l b e a s s u r e d o f a w a r m
w e l c o m e f r o m M r G r a h a m S m i t h .

Th i s mon th , June , we a re f o r t una te t o
have speaking to us Mr John Campbell of
the Canterbury Orchid, Begonia and Fern
Society and Editior of their monthly bulletin.
It was thanks to John's help and interest in
orchids, which first inspired a desire to form
a Society for Marlborough orchid growers,
John will be speaking on orchids and his
recent visit to Bangkok. In July, Mrs Kath
B l a c k o f B l a c k ' s O r c h i d s , L e v i n w i l l b e
speaking to us.

During the weekend of the 17th June, five
o f o u r m e m b e r s I n c l u d i n g o u r P r e s i d e n t ,
t rave l led to Wel l ing ton fo r the Wel l ing ton
Winter Show and visi ts to the glasshouses
o f m e m b e r s o f W e l l i n g t o n ' s O r c h i d
S o c i e t i e s .

5 t h A U S T R A L I A N O R C H I D
C O N F E R E N C E - H O B A R T 1 9 7 9

The North Shore Orchid Society is
off touring again. This time we will
be travelling overseas to attend the
5th Austra l ian Orchid Conference,
w h i c h i s t o b e h e l d i n H o b a r t ,
Tasmania, between the 1st and 7th
O c t o b e r 1 9 7 9 .

Trave l a r rangemen ts a re no t ye t
complete but it is our intention to
l e a v e A u c k l a n d o n F r i d a y, 2 8 t h
S e p t e m b e r a n d fl y t o M e l b o u r n e
w h e r e w e w i l l v i s i t M c B e a n s ' t w o
n u r s e r i e s a s w e l l a s o t h e r
s ightseeing.

O n M o n d a y, 1 s t O c t o b e r fl y t o
H o b a r t f o r t h e C o n f e r e n c e . A f t e r t h e
Conference w i l l t rave l d i rec t ly to
A d e l a i d e f o r a v i s i t t o O r c h i d
N u r s e r i e s t h e r e a s w e l l a s t h e
Barossa Val ley for a wee-drop of
wine tasting.

From Adelaide we fly to Sydney and
here again wi l l v isi t several large
O r c h i d e s t a b l i s h m e n t s a n d w i l l b e
m e e t i n g w i t h t h e N o r t h S h o r e
Orchid Society, Sydney, which have
arranged their monthly meeting to
c o i n c i d e w i t h o u r v i s i t .

Return ing home on Sunday, 14th
October. While away shall advertise
o u r o w n 1 9 8 0 C o n f e r e n c e a n d f e e l
t h a t w h e n a r r a n g e m e n t s a r e
completed we will have catered for
a l l .

If you are Interested in joining us -
p l e a s e w r i t e t o m e a t P. O . B o x
33-493 Takapuna and I will add your
name to our mailing list.

L . G o d w i n - P r e s i d e n t .
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Ros B ickers ta f f , Nap ie r.

LAKE WAKATIPU - DART RIVER AREA

S o m e h o w t h i s c o p y b e c a m e
misp laced , fo r i t shou ld have
preceded Part 3 (Vol. 3, No. 1).

During the year my family and I
had arranged to go south again to
t h e " m a i n l a n d " , a n d s p e n d
C h r i s t m a s w i t h a D o c t o r f r i e n d a n d
h i s f a m i l y a t A r t h u r ' s P o i n t ,
overlooking the Shotover River, a
f e w k i l o m e t r e s n o r t h o f Q u e e n s -
town. It is amazing how soon one's
friends get to know of these things!
I t w a s n o t l o n g b e f o r e I h a d
"requests" - "If you find any blue
T h e l y m i t r a s , p l e a s e b r i n g m e
some?" Well, I was hoping to get
some for mysel f too, - especia l ly
some Thelymitra venosa', as I had
lost those in my collection.

At last we arrived, after gorging
o n c h e r r i e s a n d s t r a w b e r r i e s a s w e
passed through Roxburgh and the
Clutha Val ley. Al though there was
snow on the tops of the surrounding
hills, the weather was glorious. We
had the best of weather while the
rest of New Zealand struggled to
remain dry. It was just the weather
to get out and look for orchids!

I seemed to look in all the wrong
places, for all I could find was that
ubiqui tous terrest r ia l , 'Microt is
u n i f o l i a ' . I t s e e m e d t o g r o w
anywhere and everywhere, in the
fields, at the sides of the roads, and
along the tracks especially on the
clay banks. A few days later I was
delighted when our families decided
to go for an outing to Paradise, at
the head of the Lake. I had been
t h e r e b e f o r e s o I k n e w t h e r e w e r e
n u m e r o u s a r e a s w e w o u l d p a s s
w h i c h h a d v a r i o u s s p e c i e s o f

o r c h i d s g r o w i n g . H o w e v e r , o u r
plans were changed. When we got
to the head of the Lake, we met an
old friend who was holidaying there.
We found t ha t t he road t o t he s ta r t
of the Routeburn Track was easily
traversed these days and suitable
for cars, so decided to cross the
Rees and the Dart Rivers and go up
to this area instead, which brought
b a c k m e m o r i e s o f o l d t r a m p i n g
days, - the Harr is Saddle and
b l i z za rds on C h r i s tmas D ay, - a
young marr ied couple with the
h u s b a n d w h o s e f e e t w e r e s o
bl is tered and raw that i t was d i fficu l t
t o r e m o v e h i s n e w b o o t s t o t r e a t
t h e m .

(Incidently, we have kept in touch
w i t h t hese two and occas i ona l l y
stay with each other.)

A f t e r m o r e t h a n t w o a n d a h a l f
decades it is surprising how bush
and tracks change. Only the hi l ls
remain unchanged; even the rivers
have altered - the bed Is in the same
spot but the channels are different
and the deep holes are in different
places.

W e l l , w i t h m y D o c t o r f r i e n d I
en te red t he bush . We sea rched and
s e a r c h e d t h e t r e e s f o r o r c h i d s b u t
without any luck. The trees, mainly
beech, seemed to be devoid of any
epiphytes. We separated; soon I
came to a small hollow, - and there
were my first orchids for the day! - a
clump of 'spider orchids', 'Corybas
macranthus'. I felt that my luck was
chang ing !

I walked along a track for a time
w i t h o u t fi n d i n g a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r.
Soon I came to a small dr ied up
creek bed. It looked interesting with
its mossy banks. I turned up it and

A group tour of N.Z. Orchid growers led by Assid Corban, a Past President of the
N.Z. Orchid Society will be departing early in March 1979 for a 3 112 week tour
which wi l l incorporate two major orchid events in Cal i fornia.
* * 4 th Annua l Congress o f t he Cymb id ium Soc ie t y o f Amer i ca i n con junc t i on
with the 34th Annual Santa Barbara International Orchid Show - March 16th - 18th,
1 9 7 9 .
* * The Orchid Digest Corporation's 23rd Western Orchid Congress in conjunction
with the San Diego County Orchid Society's spectacular 33rd Annual Orchid Show,
and the American Orchid Society's Spring Trustees Meetings. March 21st - 25th,
1 9 7 9 .

This tour, l imited to 34 part icipants wi l l also visi t HONOLULU, SAN RANCISCO,
LOS ANGELES (D isney land and Ho l l ywood) , and LAS VEGAS. Vis i t s a re a lso
p lanned to ma jo r o rch id nurser ies and the i t i ne ra ry w i l l a l low ample t ime fo r
shopping, v is i t ing f r iends, independent s ightseeing etc .

I F o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s c o n t a c t : -

N e w m a n s I k ' a v e l S e r v i c e
John A lexander, Newmans Trave l Serv ice [Auck land ] L td . ,

P. O . B O X 3 7 1 9 , A U C K L A N D .
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O No clips, no putty, long lasting
A 1 4 b P V C w e a t h e r s e a l .Aluminium oiassnouse o simple assembly with omv a

Unique Aluminium Construction.

No clips, no putty, long lasting
P V C w e a t h e r s e a l .

Simple assembly with only a
spanner and screwdriver.
Moduiar construction gives an endless range of
sizes inc. a conservatory lean-to.
Louvres and ventilation ridge exceeds minimum
vent i la t ion requi rements.

Sliding door on nylon rollers, finger light
operation.

There are so many more reasons but we've run
out of room so send the coupon below and find
o u t m o r e .

■ Return to Ratteison&Viskovidi Ltd, P.O. Box 938. Napier. ■
1̂  Please send me more information atrout Leisurgro.
H N a m e h
5 A d d r e s s ( g g | ■

purchase can tie charged to your Diners Ciub. 2L
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Two Of Hie Phaius Tribe
By BEVERLEY O'DOWDA,

Nor th Shore Orch id Soc ie ty

I n e a r l y S e p t e m b e r I w a s
particularly taken with two flowering
plants of the Phaius tr ibe among
many interesting orchids grown by
Betty and Bob Lodge of TaKapuna.
These two orchids are perhaps not
general ly known or grown in th is
country, but would be wel l wor th
cultivating if you have a heated area
f o r ' o t h e r g e n e r a ' . B o t h p l a n t s
g r o w n b y t h e L o d g e s n e e d a
constant temperature in a heated
house to bloom successful ly, and
both require a fair degree of light as
w e l l .

The Phaius tankerviiiiae was just
opening and was a handsome plant
bearing two spikes, both about 50
cm high, with a high flower count on
e a c h s p i k e . T h e fl o w e r s , q u i t e
large, are red-brown in colour with a
d a r k w i n e r e d c o l o u r a t i o n i n s i d e t h e
l abe i l um, and a re known as t he
'veiled nun' because the petals and
sepals give the fragrant blooms a
h o o d e d l o o k . A s f a r a s i s k n o w n ,
there are about 30 species of Phaius
extending through the Pacific region
f r o m A f r i c a , S o u t h e r n A s i a ,
M a d a g a s c a r a n d I n d i a . P h a i u s
tankervi i i iae is an Indian species,
flowering in spring or summer. It is
used quite widely by breeders, and
c a n b e b r e d w i t h i t s t r i b e - m e m b e r,
the Caianthe, but also of interest in
N.Z., it will cross successfully with
t h e C y m b i d i u m t o p r o d u c e t h e
in te rgener i c hybr id Pha iocymb id -
i u m .

T h e C a i a n t h e c o m e s f r o m s i m i l a r
r e g i o n s o f t h e g l o b e , b u t t h i s
species is much more numerous,
n u m b e r i n g a b o u t 1 5 0 v a r i e t i e s .
C a i a n t h e v e s t i t a , t h e s p e c i e s I
v iewed, bears an at t ract ive whi te
fl o w e r , a g a i n w i t h n u m e r o u s

b looms to the sp i ke , and w i th a
p ink -mauve , f a i r l y p rominen t l i p .
Un l i ke the Pha ius , wh ich b looms
while the leaves are still on the bulb,
t h e C a i a n t h e s h e d s i t s l e a v e s b e f o r e
flowering, so that you are left with
t w o , t h r e e o r f o u r r a t h e r l a r g e ,
brownish coloured, angular pseudo-
b u l b s w i t h t h e r a c e m e s o f a t t r a c t i v e
flowers arching above an otherwise
fairly bare pot. However, both these
species hold their flowers for some
weeks and for their colouring and
interest are well worth cultivating.

Bo th t hese o r ch i d spec i es a re
treated similarly in Takapuna, being
in clay pots and in a mix suitable for
terrestrials - i.e. bark, charcoal, and
a s m a t t e r i n g ( i n t h i s c a s e ) o f
ordinary garden compost). They are
fed mostly by foliar-feeding, and as
m e n t i o n e d a b o v e , d w e l l i n t h e
highest area of the glasshouse for
adequate light.

Footnote: B le t i i ia , the fa i r ly com
mon-ground orchid widely grown in
this country, is also a member of the
P h a i u s t r i b e .

N O T I C E

1 0 t h W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
11-18th September, 1981.

T h e S o u t h A f r i c a n O r c h i d C o u n c i l
ex tends a cord ia l inv i ta t ion to orch id
g rowers t h roughou t t he wo r l d t o
a t t e n d t h e 1 0 t h W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e a n d S h o w i n D u r b a n
during September, 1981.

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e f u r t h e r
in fo rmat ion , p lease wr i te to : The
W o r k i n g C o m m i t t e e , 1 0 t h W o r l d
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e , P. O . B o x
1 0 6 3 0 , M a r i n e P a r a d e , D u r b a n ,
Republic of South Africa, 4056.

abou t twen ty me t res i n , i saw a
c u r i o u s w h i t e , s t a r - l i k e fl o w e r
growing up through the moss and
f o r e s t d e b r i s . I t l o o k e d s o b e a u t i f u l
and solitary that I just had to stop
a n d e x a m i n e i t . I m a g i n e m y
surprise when i realized that i was
looking at an orchid! it was the first
time that i had seen this kind, but it
w a s u n m i s t a k a b l y a n o r c h i d . I
careful ly scratched around looking
f o r t h e b u l b . T h e r e w a s n o n e . T h e
fl o w e r c a m e f r o m a r h i z o m e - a n
underground stem growing horizon
tally below the surface of the moss,
and on the compost of rotting forest
debris. The only orchid that it could
b e w a s 'Ad e n o ch i i u s g ra c i l i s ' , i t
c e r t a i n l y l i v e s u p t o i t s n a m e
'gracilis', for it holds itself up so
graceful ly and del icately, star- l ike,
bowing in the gentle breeze, that it
looked almost regal.

not long before I had my camera
ready for action. Have you ever tried
to take photos of flowers when there
is a breeze blowing, and the clouds
keep obscuring the sun? - especially
when the sun has to shine through
the branches of trees. Well, i did get
a 'sort of photo - the flower must
have moved slightly in the wind, for
the slide is not as sharp as I would
h a v e l i k e d .

M y n e x t d i s c o v e r y w a s a l s o
accidenta l , i was making my way
down to the river through the bush
when I saw a thickish stem, topped
by a cluster of young .buds, 30cm
high, pushing up through the sandy
h u m u s b e n e a t h t h e b e e c h t r e e s . I t
was one of the Gastrodia spp.,
probably 'Gastrodia cunninghamii'.
In a small clearing nearby, close to
h a l f - b u r i e d b e e c h b r a n c h e s i f o u n d

K

(ft!) -Adeno&Ulus , ^b) in

I took a shortcut back through the
Dush to get my f r iend, who was
searching in another area, to show
him my 'find', i was glad i did. The
forest floor was spotted with l i t t le
w h i t e s t a r s - d o z e n s o f t h e s e 2 c m
flowers were spaced separately
amongst the twigs and fallen leaves.
S t r a n g e l y , t h e r e w a s n o m o s s
anywhere in this new area, it was

five more Gastrodia plants. Again I
scratched away the soil to examine
the plant. This terrestrial, too, has a
r h i z o m e , • t h i c k e n e d a n d c l u b -
shaped. They were thirty to fifty
centimetres deep- in the sandy
a l l u v i a l h u m u s ; I t s e e m e d a s
though the river often flooded this
area of forest floor, for many fallen
b e e c h b r a n c h e s w e r e b u r i e d i n t h e
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sand and had to be dug clear to free
the rhizomes, These rhizomes did
not appear to be attached to living
roots, but were surrounded by
m y c e l i a i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e
decaying beech branches; they
were thick (1.5 - 2cm), branching,
and easily broken.

O n t h e r e t u r n j o u r n e y, a s w e
f o l l o w e d t h e r o a d c l o s e t o t h e D a r t
River, I could see patches of scrub, i
casually remarked that it reminded
me of the type of country near home
w h e r e I o f t e n f o u n d T h e l y m i t r a
g r o w i n g . N a t u r a l l y , m y f r i e n d
wanted to stop and examine these
patches. No onion- i ike patches of
Thelymitra could be seen anywhere.
However, very soon I heard a call
f rom my f r i end . He had found a
strange plant growing in the mossy
ground on the sunny side of a bush;
it looked peculiar vyith its two leaves
- one long and the other short - lying
o n t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e m o s s . I t w a s
no stranger this time! One look was
enough to realise that he had found
'Aporostylis bifolia' - the odd-leafed
orchid. There were quite a number
o f these o rch ids seen seeming ly
resting on the moss. (I collected a
few spec imens and brought them
b a c k h o m e w i t h m e . A t t h e
moment , t he bu lbs , wh ich a re abou t
3-4mm in d iameter, have growths
about 1cm long pushing their way
up th rough the mossy humus i n
which I am growing them, and I'm
looking forward to the time I hope to
see them in flower). Even though
we searched this area very closely
we did not find any other orchids.
A s t h e a f t e r n o o n w a s q u i c k l y
passing, we took our families on to
s e e K i n l o c h , w h i c h t h e y h a d
expressed a desire to see, and then
back over that long dusty road to
Q u e e n s t o w n .

Orchiil Council of
New Zteiland

Programme Committee
ATTENTION TO ALL MEMBERS
ELECTED TO PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

I am still attempting (not very
successfully) to assemble sufficient
slides to produce Slide Programmes
f o r C o u n c i l d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r S o c i
eties use. i am appeaiing again for
s l i d e s o f o u t s t a n d i n g b l o o m s o r
plants, species or hybrids or of any
g o o d d i s p i a y s a t s h o w s e t c . A
suggestion to anyone taking slides
is, take two and perhaps make one
available for future programmes.
We need a good cross section of
gene ra t o be ab le t o p roduce a
variety of interesting programmes.
Slides are expensive to produce, so
if members have any suitable, would
they forward them to me for copying
and the originai wiil be returned. An
important point is to name the slide
c o r r e c t l y a n d g i v e a b r i e f
descr ipt ion.

.1 would ask if any of our overseas
readers, firms and growers who may
h a v e s p a r e c o p i e s a v a i l a b l e , t o
c o n t a c t o r f o r w a r d t h e s e o n t o m e .
Any costs Involved would gladly be
r e f u n d e d .

We also require more speakers. It
would be a help If any person willing
t o s p e a k w o u l d c o n t a c t t h e
Secretary of the Society concerned
beforehand. COME ON MEMBERS,
get behind this project and let us
p r o d u c e s o m e t h i n g w o r t h w h i l e .
F i n a l l y , a w o r d o f t h a n k s t o
m e m b e r s w h o h a v e s e n t m e s l i d e s .

Yours hopeful ly,
Bryan F. Clark,
R.D. 5, Hastings

Americans intend coming down for
t h e e v e n t . A n d r e w E a s t o n o f
Featherhili Exotic Plants, Califor
nia, is another who intends bringing
a party and he has offered practical
support in the form of flasks for sale
to boost Conference funds - an offer
which has been gratefully accepted
as initial expenses will be heavy.
Several Australian groups have
indicated their intention of forming
parties, and North Shore hope to
foster this interest by taking a
sizeable contingent to Hobart in
October next year.

Suppor t f rom N.Z . Soc ie t ies i s
wholehearted, wi th most Societ ies
intending to exhibit at Ellerslie and
m a n y g r o u p s o f f e r i n g t o d o n a t e
trophies. The Show Schedule is in
i t s fi n a l f o r m a n d s h o u l d b e
available at an early date. Large and
small societies will be adequately
catered for, we hope, by the classes
offered, i .e . group d isp lays to
occupy 80 sq.ft. or 40 sq.ft. A full
prize list is drawn up for all genera,
such plants to be judged from, but
to remain an integral part of, group
d i s p l a y s . S o m e s o c i e t i e s a r e
already drawing up the outline of the
form they hope their exhibit will
t a k e .

A brochure outl ining our pro
gramme Is another project we wiil
have available well in advance. This
wili contain the fuii programme,
together with forms of registration.
Registration fees will depend on
expenses relative to the Conference
itself, as distinct from the Show,,
which should be self-sufficient from
door sales. Following the example
o f t h e A d e l a i d e a n d P e r t h
Conferences in 1973 and 1977 in
par t icu lar, however, we in tend to
keep fees to the minimum required
to cover costs - but they wiil include
the opening cocktail party which we
feel will be a must for all registrants
to meet for the first t ime. This is

scheduled for the early evening of
Wednesday, October 16.

Sociai events not inciuded in the
registration fee will be a Maori hangi
at St. Stephen's Schooi, Bombay,
on the Friday evening, and the
closing banquet on Saturday night,
t o b e h e i d i n t h e N e w m a r k e t R o o m
a t E l l e r s l i e .

Full and half-day tours have been
arranged to span the duration of the
Conference. We hope that our
p r o g r a m m i n g w i l l e n a b l e o u r
v i s i t o r s t o a t t e n d t h e C o n f e r e n c e
sess ions wh ich in teres t them, to
v iew the In te rna t iona l Show to the i r
h e a r t ' s c o n t e n t , a n d a i s o t o
participate in local tours which wili
feature most of Auckland's attract
ions. Such tours wi i l inc lude the
Waitakere Ranges where native
orchids should be in evidence,
Rangitoto Island as the main feature
of a harbour cruise, the Henderson
Valley vineyards, a thoroughbred
stud at South Auckland, and the
Naval Base at Devonport.

A pre-Conference tour is being
arranged for the three days prior to
E l l e r s l i e a n d t h i s w i l i t a k e i n b o t h
c o a s t s o f N o r t h l a n d , w i t h t w o
n igh t s a t Wa i t ang i . A f t e r t he
Conference, a tour wi l l leave for
R o t o r u a , W a l t o m o a n d N e w
Plymouth, with a fiight to the South
Is iand to fo l tow fo r those who w ish
to take i t .

Accommodation will be arranged
individually by those wishing to
attend. Fortunately Ellerslie is well
si tuated with ample motel-type
fac i l i t i es nearby - severa l w i th in
walking distance of the Conference
v e n u e .

Any enquiries regarding 1980 may
b e f o r w a r d e d t o t h e C o n f e r e n c e
S e c r e t a r y, P. O . B o x 3 3 - 4 9 3 ,
Takapuna, Auck land, 9 .
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(4) That decisions as to whether
a c u l t i v a r e p i p h e t a p p l i e d t o a
m u t a t e d c u l t i v a r s h o u l d s h o w i t s
relat ionship to the parent cul t ivar
and - if so - the way in which the
epithet was formed to indicate such
r e l a t i o n s h i p , w a s a m a t t e r f o r
individual growers, subject always
to the provision that such cultivar
epi thets be formed so as to fa l l
w i t h i n t h e r u l e s o f a d m i s s i b i l i t y
already prescr ibed by the "Hand
b o o k " ( a s t a k e n f r o m I C N C P ) .
S im i la r l y as rega rds the way i n
which growers might indicate that
unflowered p lan t le ts ex -mer is tem
proliferation had been subjected to
t r e a t m e n t s w h i c h m i g h t i n d u c e
mutation. The diversity of possible
t r e a t m e n t s w a s s u c h t h a t n o
s p e c i fi c g u i d e l i n e s c o u l d b e
presc ibed by IOC, and I t was a
matter of each grower to add such

explanatory data in his catalogues,
etc., as he deemed proper - such
data not forming part of the actual
name of the plant.

It was further agreed that points
(1 ) t o (4 ) as reso l ved above be
circulated for publication in major
o r c h i d j o u r n a l s a t t h e e a r l i e s t
oppor tun i ty ; a lso tha t the normal
ru le o f p r io r i t y shou ld p reva i l i n
c a s e s o f n e w c u l t i v a r e p i t h e t s
appl ied to mutated cul t ivars - for
e x a m p l e , i n t h e c a s e o f a
tetraploidised cultivar (i.e. that form
o f i n d u c e d m u t a t i o n i n w h i c h a
t e t r a p l o i d h a s b e e n v e g e t a t i v e l y
p r o d u c e d f r o m a n o n - t e t r a p l o i d
parent cultivar) the earliest publis
h e d c u l t i v a r n a m e f o r t h e
t e t r a p l o i d i s e d c u l t i v a r s h o u l d b e
used - e.g. , Cymbidium Lunagrad
' E l a n o r a ' .

1980 CONFERENCE
W h e n t h e N o r t h S h o r e O r c h i d

Soc ie ty was inv i ted to hos t th i s
Conference one year ago, it seemed
t h e r e w a s p l e n t y o f t i m e f o r
planning, but suddenly, 12 months
h a v e p a s s e d a n d t h e fi r s t
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e t o
be held in this country is not so very
far away.

However, much ground work has
been done in preparation during this
time, and the response both from
o v e r s e a s a n d w i t h i n N . Z . i s s o
encourag ing tha t the Conference
C o m m i t t e e f o r m e d a t t h e o u t s e t i s
c o n fi d e n t t h a t i t w i l l b e a w e e k t o
r e m e m b e r .

Firstly, the calibre of our overseas
s p e a k e r s . A s w e g o t o p r e s s ,
i n v i t a t i o n s t o s p e a k h a v e b e e n
accepted by Paul Phillips of R. and
E. Ratcliffe (Orchids) Ltd., England
(Paphiopedi lums), David Stead of
M a n s e l l a n d H a t c h e r , E n g l a n d

(Odontog lossums and Al l ied Gen
e r a ) , C o l i n H a r m a n o f G r e e n
M o u n t a i n s B o t a n i c a l G a r d e n s ,
Q u e e n s l a n d ( A u s t r a l i a n N a t i v e
Orch ids) , and Syd Monkhouse o f
Adela ide Orch ids (Min ia ture Cym-
bid iums).

Papers will be presented on the
m o r n i n g s o f T h u r s d a y, 1 7 t h a n d
Friday 18th October, and these will
be required in advance in order that
they can be printed in booklet form
and made available to registrants at
the opening of proceedings.

I n i t i a l l e t t e r s p u b l i c i s i n g 1 9 8 0
went out world wide earlier this year
a n d h a v e b e e n f o l l o w e d u p a t
strategic points by representatives
of Air New Zealand, our Conference
c a r r i e r s , a n d s u c h e n t h u s i a s t i c
a m b a s s a d o r s a s K a t h B l a c k o f

Levin, who recent ly returned from
A m e r i c a w i t h r e p o r t s t h a t m a n y

LAMBERT ORCHIDS
Proprietors Harry and Bev. Lambert

Open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays only or by Appointment.
84 PENNEY'S HILL ROAD, HACKHAM, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5163 Tel.: [STD 08]

3 8 2 - 0 3 4 3

C O L O U R C O L O U R C O L O U R
CYMBID IUM TETRAPLOID COLOUR

F L A S K S A V A I L A B L E
N.B.: The letters ' + C' Indicate that the seedlings have been

c o l c h i c i n e - t r e a t e d .
We consider our 1978 crosses to be the most colourful diploid and tetraploid

crosses offered. We consider them to possess a good quantity of award potential
clones and early ordering is recommended. An example of what will be available is
listed hereunder; however, we invite you to apply for our full flask offering. In
which we use parents such as -

Bexley Radiance 'Bexley' (best red. Third Australian Conference);
Sensation 'Chianti ' (champion red 4th Australian Orchid

Conference).
Mimi 'Sophee' (a superb red miniature);
Sensation 'Vieux Rose' (a champion red); and Fine Breeder,
Tom Thumb 'Calliope' (a sensational green miniature with superb

lip).
Zuma Boyd 'Yowie Bay' AM/AOS (an awarded July green);

and other superb early and colourful cymbldlums.

E X A M P L E O F C R O S S E S

X192 ANGELICA 'ADVENT', AM/RHS x HAMSEY 'THE GLOBE', AlWI/RHS
A goid July champion carrying twelve well shaped flowers on erect spikes
crossed with an August burgundy champion carrying twelve plus perfectly
shaped flowers. Expectancy-gold, burgundy and polychrome award-type
tet rap lo ids f rom Ju ly to September, w i th exce l lent labe l lums. Th is cross
must, in our view, produce future champions. If this cross doesn't 'turn you
on' nothing wiii! (4N)

X190 KING ARTHUR 'SOVEREIGN', AM/RHS x TOM THUMB 'CALLIOPE'
An awarded miniature of erect spike habit and shapely golden flowers
crossed with a superb green novelty that carries in excess of 20 shapely
flowers of perfect substance and fine texture; possessing absolutely first
class labellums that are displayed to perfection. Expectancy - both parents
are tops. The progeny - award-quality green and goid miniatures and
novelties. Don't miss this one. (2N)

Many others. Don't be disappointed. Apply for full flask list offer now.
please note - All flowering times are based on South Australian weather

c o n d i t i o n s .
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MY SOLAR GREENHOUSE
By ROSAL IE J . McCULLOUGH,

W H A N G A R E I .

Induced Mutation Of Gultivars
The following item was extracted from the Minutes of the 6th Plenary

Session of the International Orchid Commission in Bangkok in January this
year, 1978.

T h i s h o u s e i s 1 3 m x 5 m x 5 m
h igh , s lop ing down to 3m a t the
b a c k w a l l .

B o t h f r o n t a n d b a c k w a l l s a r e o n a
70 deg. angle while the roof is on a
30 deg. angle. These angles are very
Important for catching all the winter
s u n . T h e h o u s e a l s o f a c e s n o r t h .

T h e m a i n a n d e a s t e r n w a l l s a r e
covered in Nova Roof (this Is a hard
plastic sheeting) and are l ined
inside with soft plastic to keep in
heat. The roof, back and western
walls are covered in corrugated iron,
l i ned w i th 5cm th i ck po l ys ty rene
str ips which are held in place by
hardboard l ining.

T h e h a r d b o a r d o n t h e b a c k w a l l i s
pa i n ted wh i t e f o r l i gh t and hea t
reflection and ventilation is provided
by large windows each end at the
highest peak. The doors are off-set
a t e a c h e n d t o s t o p t h r o u g h
draughts .

T h e h o u s e i s h e a t e d b y h e a t
s to rage i n rocks , and con ta ine rs
painted black and filled with water.

T h e s e h e a t u p t h r o u g h t h e d a y
keeping the house warm at night.
Without artificial heating the house
has not gone below 9 deg. C at night
or above 32 deg. C during the day in
the three month period it has been
i n u s e .

T h e p l a n t s a r e s i t t i n g a m o n g
rocks that are p i led on sawdust .
A lso they hang f rom pongas and
r a f t e r s . T h i s h o u s e h a s a l o f t f o r t h e
p lants which need h igher temper
a t u r e s s u c h a s P h a l a e n o p s i s ,
H a r d c a n e D e n d r o b i u m s a n d s e e d
l i n g s e t c . T h e s e a r e t h r i v i n g I n
tempera tures no t go ing be low 13
deg. C.

The plant roots since the shift, are
in new growth after closing off for
the winter in the old house. Many
s p e c i e s , s u c h a s P h a l a e n o p s i s ,
Paph ioped i lums, Rhyncos ty l i s ,
M o b i l e D e n d r o b i u m s a n d H a r d c a n e
D e n d r o b i u m s a r e a l l i n b u d .

This is just a description of the
new type o f g reenhouse wh ich I
built for my orchids.

(b ) INDUCED MUTATION OF GULT IVARS
[ e . g . ' T E T R A P L O I D I S AT I O N ' j :

A very long discussion took place
on the subject, originally raised by
t h e A u s t r a i i a n O r c h i d C o u n c i l , o f
n o m e n c l a t u r a l p r i n c i p l e s t o b e
a p p l i e d i n t h e c a s e o f i n d u c e d
mutat ion of cul t ivars produced by
mer i s tem p ro l i f e ra t ion . Mr Grea t -
wood pointed out that the pure ly
nomenclatural position was covered
b y R u l e 9 , P a g e 1 1 , o f " T h e
H a n d b o o k o n O r c h i d N o m e n c l a t u r e
and Registration" (1976), wherein it
was provided that such proven and
c o n s i s t e n t m u t a t i o n s , w h e t h e r
deliberately or accidentally induced,
o r w h e t h e r n a t u r a l l y o c c u r r i n g ,
s h o u l d b e t r e a t e d a s n e w c u l t i v a r s o f
the grex or species concerned, and
s h o u l d r e c e i v e t h e i r o w n d i s t i n c t i v e
cul t ivarepiphets; th is posi t ion was
also covered in ICNCP (1969) Art.
11 . However the prob lem as to
w h e t h e r g r o w e r s s h o u l d i n d i c a t e
m u t a t i o n a t t e m p t s i n c i t i n g t h e
name of such p lants for sa le , or
s u b m i t t i n g t h e m f o r a w a r d s ,
remained open - as did the question
a s t o w h e t h e r a n y n e w c u l t i v a r
epiphets given to proven mutations
should indicate the relat ionship to
the parent cultivar. Such questions
h a d i n f a c t b e e n d i s c u s s e d i n I O C
meetings in Frankfurt, on request of
the "Handbook" commit tee ar is ing
f r o m e a r l i e r m e m o r a n d a c i r c u l a t e d
on "Handbook" revision proposals,
a n d t h e d e c i s i o n h a d t h e n b e e n

deliberately taken to exclude such
questions from "Handbook" provis
i o n s .

A f t e r t h e C h a i r m a n h a d
summar ised the d iscuss ions , the
following points were resolved:

( 1 ) T h a t i n n o c i r c u m s t a n c e s
should any indication or symbol of
ploidy (such as 4N) be added to the
name of any cultivar until its ploidy
h a d b e e n p r o v e n b y a c t u a l
c h r o m o s o m e c o u n t .

(2) That, as per ICNCP (1969)
Art. 11 and "Handbook" (1976) Rule
9, vegetative progeny permanently
distinct from the parent cultivar and
from each other, for ANY REASON
( e . g . w h e t h e r t h e r e s u l t o f
deliberately or accidentally induced
m u t a t i o n t h r o u g h c h e m i c a l o r
Irradiation treatment, or whether the
r e s u l t o f n a t u r a l l y o c c u r r i n g
mutation) should be treated as new
cultivars of the grex or species
concerned, and as such should each
r e c e i v e i t s o w n d i s t i n c t c u l t i v a r
e p i p h e t . A w a r d s t o t h e p a r e n t
cu l t i va r wou ld no t car ry to such
m u t a t e d p r o g e n y a n d e a c h n e w
cultivar so derived should be judged
o n i t s o w n m e r i t s .

(3) That in the next edition of the
"Handbook", the provisions of Rule
9 r e q u i r i n g t h r e e c o n s e c u t i v e
b l o o m i n g s c o n s i s t e n t l y d i s t i n c t
from the parent cultivar to establish
'permanent dist inctness' be modi
fi e d t o a l l o w s u c h p e r m a n e n t
d i s t i n c t n e s s t o b e a l t e r n a t i v e l y
c o r r o b o r a t e d b y a c h e c k e d a n d
d o c u m e n t e d c h r o m o s o m e c o u n t
w h i c h d i f f e r e d f r o m t h a t o f t h e
parent cultivar likewise checked and
d o c u m e n t e d .
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UNWOOD ORCHIDS
(Lin and Ron Crouch)

What's New in Cymbidiums?
VA R I E T Y i s t h e S P I C E o f L I F E

A VARIETY OF

MERICLONES & SEEDLINGS
FOR SALE

Standards, Novelties, Miniatures
Unusual varieties of miniature mericlones

FLASKS ALSO AVAiUBLE

Send or phone for list to:
10 SEAVIEW ROAD. MILFORO, AUCKLAND 9.

P H O N E 4 6 6 - 4 2 9

We are Auckland's North Shore Agents for:
J . S . Hannah and h is Tru -b loom

f e r t i l i s e r

HAPriELD
ORCHIDS

(Norman G. Wood)

4 0 9 T r e m a l n e A v e n u e
P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h

# PHONE 83-489 #

Quality Cymbidiums
MERICLONES # SEEDLINGS
BACK BULB PROPAGATIONS

D I V I S I O N S

Enquiries and Visitors Welcome

SUNSn ORCHIDS Bluebird Florlste
QUALITY PLANTS & FLOWERS
The home of Vandas & Ascocendas in N.Z.

Thai and Hawaiian Vandacious
Hybrids and Species from
T h a i - A m O r c h i d s ,
K a s s e m B o n c h o o
Pha i ro t Lenava t ,

Kultana Orchids, Southeast,
Tosapol, Yew

Seedlings and Mericlones
Lists available — write to:

MICHAEL & PATRICIA WILSON
P h o n e 8 6 - 5 3 1

N u r s e r y : P > 0 . B o x 3 0 4 9
F r a n c e R o a d M a h o r a
H a s t i n g s . H a s t i n g s .
Please phone before you drop in as we could

be visiting other growers too.

T O M & PAT F R E N C H

69 Devon S t ree t Eas t
New Plymouth

We specialise in seedlings and
mericlones of Cattleya, Phalae-
nopsis, Ascoscenda and hard-
c a n e D e n b r o b i u m s . A t t i m e s
w e c a n o f f e r v a r i o u s o t h e r
genera of interest. We regularly
adver t i se l i s t i ngs o f s tock in
this Magazine. Visitors are wel
come to ou r nu rse ry. P lease
phone 83-795 or 70-179 for an

appointment.

O U R S T O C K I S S E L E C T E D
F O R

Q U A L I T Y & I N T E R E S T

VALE: BRUCE DOUGLAS
After a long st ruggle against a

painful Illness Bruce Douglas died
o n O c t o b e r 1 0 , 1 9 7 8 . B o r n i n
Mosglel 53 years ago he spent most
of his life in the North, yet he never
lost his regard for the far South.

He spent the war at Walouru and
shortly afterwards went to work for
the Forest Service at Waipoua, thus
beginning a long career with plants.
F r o m t h e r e h e m o v e d i n 1 9 4 9 t o t h e
A u c k l a n d B o t a n i c a l G a r d e n s . T h e
years he worked here saw him build
u p a n u n r i v a l l e d c o l l e c t i o n o f
o r c h i d s a n d a n i m m e n s e f u n d o f
knowledge on their culture.

It was In this period that he took
an active part In the New Zealand
Orchid Society, holding the offices
of Secretary, Treasurer and for many
years Editor of their magazine.

F r o m A u c k l a n d h e m o v e d t o t h e
Hami l t on Ga rdens f o r two yea rs
before tak ing up h is appointment
w i t h T a s m a n a t K a w e r a u i n 1 9 6 2 .
W h i l e t h i s p e r i o d s a w t h e
development of his own Illness and
that of his wife, rather than reduce
h i s a c t i v i t i e s h e i n c r e a s e d t h e m . I n
1971 he helped to set up the Bay of
Plenty Orchid Society and was for
many years its Secretary.

In 1975 he attended the Inaugural
meet ing of the Orchid Counci l of
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d w a s a c o m m i t t e e
member for two years.

O u t s i d e o f o r c h i d s B r u c e w a s
active in his church, being an elder
for 28 years. Paraplegics was
another of h is causes. He served on
the Council for many years, as well
as being Secretary for the Central
N o r t h I s l a n d d i s t r i c t .

B r u c e D o u g l a s w a s a k i n d l y
unassuming man who devoted his
life to his job and to helping others.
A very knowledgeab le person he
was ever ready to assist others if he
c o u l d . T h e N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d
scene is the poorer for his passing.

I N D E X

O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D

1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 8

C o m p i l e d b y :
M R S D O R O T H Y C O O P E R

of the Wellington Orchid Society.

Limited number of copies.
Send 50 cents (Includes postage) to:

Mrs K. Bruce,
509 Carrington Road,

R.D. 1, New Plymouth.

Those who use the magazine regularly for
reference purposes will find the index very
usefu l . I t l is ts (a lphabet ica l ly) a l l the
subject material published over the past
three years.

Gift Subscription
What nicer gift could you give to your
orchid enthusiast friend than ope year's
subscription to:

" O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D "

A d d r e s s

I enclose a cheque/money order for
$5.50 being one year's subscription to
"Orchids in New Zeaiand".

S e n d t o :

MRS K. BRUCE,
509 CARRINGTON ROAD,
R.D. 1, NEW PLYMOUTH.
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AN EXPORTERS VIEWPOINT
By Fred Burke, Whakatane.

Reading Mervin Dunn's most recent article "Determining Flower Quality
of Cymbldium Juvenile Plants" and his comments on the need to alter
judging rules prompts me to pen a few thoughts of my own.

As one whose livelihood depends upon the ability to produce stems of
flowers suitable to the requirements of customers In many countries In the
Northern Hemisphere I have become Increasingly aware that our own
Judges' Interpretation of a perfect Cymbldium bloom and the awards given,
should have little Influence on an exporters selection of plants suitable for
future cut flower production.

As a commercial grower, I have to to be as large and round as a
be able to offer the buyer what he dinner-plate anyway? Some are so
wants, and at the same t ime, make large that after a flor ists added
sure tha t what he wants Is a e f fo r ts , a corsage leaves the wearer
financially viable proposition for hidden In the shrubbery for the
me. So many of those Cymbldlums evening. Certainly we have had to
that have been awarded (worldwide) advance the flowers since nature
d o n o t m a k e t h e c o m m e r c i a l m a d e t h e m , a s s h e d i d n o t I n t e n d
growers plot. Why? Production too them to travel 19,500 kilometres to
poor? Spike habit not good end up In a vase or corsage. For a
enough? Conformation of flowers flower of commerce, I believe a
s u i t a b l e f o r j u d g i n g r u l e s b u t s l i g h t l y m o r e o p e n b l o o m I s
unacceptable for commerce? Or Is required and this Is borne out by our
the flower presented for award success In exporting. In visiting
judging an entirely different flower commercial concerns overseas and
w h e n l e f t t o f e n d f o r I t s e l f w i t h c o n v e r s i n g w i t h g r o w e r s , b u y e r s
t h o u s a n d s o f o t h e r s ? I f e a r t h a t t h i s a n d fl o r i s t s ,
last reason Is quite often the case.

Markets are good for New Zealand
i n e x p o H e r s a t p r e s e n t b u t w i t hSfflPinPiifllfiH thj rinhl ""creasIng competition from otherssteSjiM; K rs s'totz 'sr ,r,i5

lenot̂ eLed^hî a?^^^ ®End and with a much cheaperItenit le eomf '^ibour force) we are going to have toh^fvp^Q nf ^fve far greater consideration toDUysrS of 3W3rQSCl morlclonsci whdt our iriArkPt^ rpniiirp In fpotplants when flowered five years or commercial growers may well have
s o l a t e r . b r e e d a n d g r o w n e w s t o c k f o r j u s t

Judging rules forbid the overstak- the quality, colour and characteris
ing of stems, manipulation of buds tics required. Production will be of
e t c . a n d y e t t h o s e j u d g i n g h a v e b e e n m a j o r I m p o r t a n c e , n o t a n
heard to freely admit that they are abundance of flowers per stem, but
guilty of just that. No doubt this Is a required number of blooms, well
a world-wide complaint. Who first placed on tall upright stems that
hoodwinked the judges that to get a grow naturally without stakes or
top award a Cymbldium flower had ties. Plants producing this type of

Temperatures : Where you have a
g lasshouse , wa tch f rom now on .
While you may not be going to equal
summer tempera tu res ye t , sp r ing
h e a t c a n b u i l d u p v e r y q u i c k l y.
Plenty of air circulation will be one
of the main things to strive for as
practically all orchids you may grow
w i l l h a v e a i r c i r c u l a t i n g I n t h e i r
na t i ve hab i ta t . Aga in , w i thou t a i r
circulation you could lead yourself
Into both cultural and pest control
p rob lems.

Humid i t y I s ano the r mus t . The re
are not many forests In this world
that have a low humidity. Keep this
u p b y s p r a y i n g w i t h y o u r h o s e
a r o u n d t h e p o t s a n d u n d e r t h e
benches. I always overhead my
orchids for further humidity and a
f r e s h e n u p . I t a l s o c o n t r o l s r e d
spider, so check that one out.

S h a d i n g : R i g h t t h r o u g h N e w
Z e a l a n d I w o u l d e x p e c t a l l
glasshouses to be shaded at least
f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e I n t h e s e a s o n .
Orchids are generally, and largely
the ones that you will be growing, to
b e f o u n d I n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t r e e s .
This will mean shading from strong
sunl ight to dappled ' l ight through
t h e l e a v e s . I t m u s t b e c o m e
I m p o r t a n t t h e n t o p r o t e c t y o u r
orchids. Where only shade houses
are used, temperature, humidity and
shading may look after themselves,
especially at this time of the year.
Wa tch you r a i r c i r cu l a t i on , keep
d o o r s a n d v e n t s o p e n w h e n
possib le.

F e e d i n g : A l w a y s r e m e m b e r o r c
hids are gross feeders. This Is not to
mean that you double the strength
of your 'brew', but rather, feed often
w i th sma l l doses . You w i l l know the
result I f you gorge yourself for a
week or so - soft, flabby. Orchids
are just the same and with a well
balanced feeding programme will

g ive st rong heal thy growth (other
factors being even). Most types of
orchids wi l l be into their growing
season. What results they give wlH
depend ent i re ly on you and what
you do for them. So do your best.
P e s t s : C a n I w r i t e n o t e s w i t h o u t
s o m e r e m i n d e r a b o u t p e s t s .
Perhaps all that needs to be said
this month Is that you must never let
t h i s s o r t g e t a w a y o n y o u . A l l
previous notes could be checked but
w a t c h ( e a r l y ) a n d s e e w h a t I s
developing.
G e n e r a l : T h e s e n o t e s a r e o f
necessity very general, for readers
will be anywhere in New Zealand.
My notes cover most genera in one
way o r ano the r, w i t h Cymb ld ium
being at the forefront. Cattleyas
w i l l , a s f o r C y m b l d l u m s a n d
Paphiopedilums etc. need shading,
humidity, watering, feeding and so
on though their respective mixtures
may vary as would their watering,
shad ing , humid i ty e tc . Bu t these
t h i n g s a r e r e a l l y v a r i a t i o n s a n d
indeed will even change depending
on your being in a warm or cooler
area. All this simply means that to
g row you r bes t o rch ids you w i l l
need Increasing knowledge as the
months and years go by. Read,
watch, listen and talk and your
chosen hobby will reward you ten
f o l d o r m o r e . G r o w o r c h i d s f o r
s o m e r e a s o n w i t h o u t I n t e r e s t a t
h e a r t ( l i k e k e e p i n g u p w i t h t h e
Joneses ) and you may never
p r o g r e s s p a s t t h e s c r u f f y p l a n t
stage. So observations with interest
become impor tan t i n g row ing
anything. What does a person with
'jgreen fingers' have? May I suggest
the art of observing things with
i n t e r e s t .

Oh! when should we pot or
re-pot? Preferably as soon as the
new season's root growth starts or
as soon afterwards as possible.
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C u l t u r a l N o t e s
By Bruce Douglas, Kawarau.

The excitement has passed! Were next potting. The piant shouid not
you pieased with the piants you be broken up into smaii pieces
fiowered? Did you heip with your otherwise fiowering is effected,
locai show or dispiay? Did I hear a added to the fact that you have to
NO! Why did you not heip? re-establish each plant.

i think competitive shows are not a slight shrivelling of
everyone's choice but displays on pseudobuibs and the chances
your own - with your Society - or a ^^3 problem is with the
friend can do a lot to help you as roots
well as the public. Depending on
how many orchids you have, this (a) overwatering and rotting the
period can be the heaviest of the roots,
year - potting. When does one
pot??? Experience can tell us a lot (b) underwatering and not enough
but not ail of us have experience. moisture for the roots to get at
Right? The trend today is to usebark and perhaps your other (c) roots attacked by some fungus,
"goodies" you feel should, or even The fungus would be in the
need to be included. This has a mixture and has killed ail or
decided advantage over the fibres some roots,
that used to be used, for when the
plant is taken from its container it is Perhaps you shouid seek expert
quite easy to shake (or perhaps advice here,
wash) the bark from the roots.
Further more when the plant is At this time of year you will
placed back in a pot such a mix will probably finish up with many
tap down fairly easily through the Cymbidium backbulbs. Make sure
roots to leave no air spaces. Of you label each one correctly as you
course, meantime, you cut away place them in the starting mix be it
broken or damaged roots and you sand, sawdust, moss etc. For those
may even have divided the plant to of you who may be potting only one
get those back-bulbs away. or two plants and have only one ortwo backbulbs, try putting them in a

There seems to be no point in plastic bag with a little damp moss
potting on 'adult' plants or those and then tie at the top. Place in the
getting near to it and leaving old hot water cupboard or on the
compost to be mixed haphazardly window sill until ready for further
with the new mix. Should you do so attention. Should they have been
you run the risk of root fungus and placed in the cupboard they must
areas of soggy broken down mix and come out as soon as the shoots
so make watering very difficult, start growing. Nothing grows
Perhaps this is the time to mention strongly in the dark,
the size of pot to use. Overpotting
can probably cause more problems There is no point in potting up
than anything else. This would go until little roots are just starting
for all orchids. Select a pot that will beneath the shoot. These little
give two years growth before the roots break easily so be very careful.

s t e m m u s t h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o
produce not just one stem per bulb
but 2 or 3 and then the same bulb
must have the ability to do the same
thing the following year. This is not
apipedream! There are piants about
that will do this with good culture,
and these piants must be used in
breeding the commercial Cym
b i d i u m o f t h e f u t u r e . i f t h e
commercial grower relies on the
show enthusiast to do his breeding
for him, I fear he is doomed for
failure. As competition grows, even
within New Zealand, production per
square metre and per labour unit will
be the deciding factors with regard
to success o r f a i l u re .

Corsage (single bloom) and stem
(vase arrangement) are the markets
we are concerned with. The first will
take any number of flowers per stem
but the la t te r wh ich i s much the
larger, requires not more than 15
well arranged flowers and preferably
a fewer number than that, so that is
what a grower must aim for to be
able to switch from one market to
a n o t h e r .

As Merv has written, shape is of
the last importance in a flower of
commerce, it does not matter if the
flower is not as "big and round as a
dinner-plate". It does not matter if
the gaps between the petals "are
wide enough to drive a horse and
c a r t t h r o u g h " . W h a t i s m o s t
necessary is that the flowers and the
ar rangement on the s tem has
a p p e a l . A p p e a l ! T h e m o s t
important factor in a flower of
c o m m e r c e , i f t h e fl o w e r h a s i t ,
someone will want it, if it hasn't, it
is of no use to anyone. There is no
d o u b t t h a t o u t s t a n d i n g p i a n t s
having these characteristics will be
closely held in commercial nurser
ies in future years.

Valley Orchids have for long
enough been voicing most of the

points above as well as the need of a
ifiowering time chart to plan a
c o n t i n u a n c e o f fl o w e r s a n d c o l o u r
r a n g e r e q u i r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e
s e a s o n . A n a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e
commerc ia l flower qua l i ty o f the i r
m e r i c i o n e s i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e .

H e r e i n o u r n u r s e r y w e h a v e
already become involved in hybr i
d iz ing. Commerc ia l flowers of the
f u t u r e a s o u r o b j e c t . H o p e f u l l y
these cross ings o f exc lus ive new
clones together with mericioning of
those of ours giving us the flowers
we want, plus selected mericiones
f rom ou ts ide w i l l keep us in the
fo re f ron t o f commerc ia l g rowers .
C o m m e n t s s u c h a s " T h e y ' r e a l l
$ 1 . 7 5 fl o w e r s " f r o m o n e f a m o u s
visitor in 1977 leads us to believe we
a r e r i g h t . A l a s , t h a t $ 1 . 7 5 i s
t h o u s a n d s o f k i l o m e t r e s f r o m N e w
Zealand, and after the flower has
passed through several hands, the
grower gets the smallest slice of the
c a k e .

Shows are a necessary and vital
part in orchid societ ies act iv i t ies,
and perhaps a different flower to
what an export grower is seeking is
preferred as the champion bloom,
but in a country where hobbyist ,
showman and commerc ia l g rower
alike are trying to get on the export
b a n d - w a g o n , i s u g g e s t t h a t
Soc ie t i es and Judges g i ve more
consideration to the export bloom.

★ W r i t e f o r F R E E l i s t :

O R C H I D S
O R C H I D A C E A E E X P O R T I M P O R T

P . O . B O X 9 7 7
KATHMANDU

N E P A L
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O.C.N.Z. Awards -1978
Odontoglossum cr ispum 'Sue Rey
n o l d s ' H C C / O C N Z 1 / 7 8

This plant carrying one spike of
ten flowers was awarded a Highly
C o m m e n d e d C e r t i fi c a t e . T h e fl o w
ers were f resh c lear wh i te , l i gh t
flush mauve-purple median of ven
tral sepals, lip white, nicely marked
with yellow and little purple around
margin. Very full form and flat ap
pea rance . Sepa l s and pe ta l s a t
tractively waved and goffered with
out effecting outline. Natural spread
o f fl o w e r s 1 0 0 m m .

Owner: Mr E. Reynolds, 13 Blake
S t r e e t , Wa i t a r a .

R e n a n t h e r a B r o o k i e C h a n d l e r ' T e d

Reynolds' AD/OCNZ 2/78
This plant owned by Mr E. Rey

nolds carrying one branched spike
o f 7 2 fl o w e r s w a s a w a r d e d a n
A w a r d o f D i s t i n c t i o n . T h e fl o w e r s
were light orange thickly overlayed
scarlet red. Brighter and more in
t e n s e r e d t h a n t h e n o r m a l f o r t h i s
hybrid. Shape was quite fair. The
judges were impressed with the out
s tand ing b r i l l i an t co lou r ing . Na t
ural spread of flowers 65mm long
by 33mm wide.

D e n d r o b l u m S u m m i t ' D e v o n G o l d '

A D / O C N Z 3 / 7 8
T h i s p l a n t o w n e d b y M r To m

French, 69 Devon Street East, New
Plymouth. The plant of three spikes
c a r r y i n g 5 6 fl o w e r s g a i n e d a n
A w a r d o f D i s t i n c t i o n . T h e fl o w e r s
of intense yel low gold, shaded to
ye l l ow g reen a t base . L ip soMd
orch id purp le red, marg ined l ight
g r e e n . K e e l l i n e s w h i t e . C o l o u r
has great impact, but Is pleasing to
the senses. Natural spread of flow
e r s 7 8 m m .

BOOK REVIEW
T E N - Y E A R I N D E X T O P L A N T
I L L U S T R A T I O N S I N 1 0 I N F L U E N T I A L
O R C H I D P E R I O D I C A L S

(Wi th a Few Ext ras Thrown- ln)
1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 7 .

Comp l i ed by GEORGE E . WOOLFSON.

68pp. -I- XIV. 7" X 10". Preface by
R o b e r t M . H a m i l t o n . 9 , 0 0 0
references indexed by genus and
species, in 482 genera. Paperbound.
A v a i l a b l e f r o m p u b l i s h e r : Tw i n
Oaks Books, 4343 Causeway Drive,
Lowell, Michigan 49331. $7.95 (US)
postpaid, anywhere.

T h i s i s a r e f e r e n c e w i t h a
d i f f e r e n c e . P l a n t I l l u s t r a t i o n s .
Where to find - what pictures have
been printed in the last ten years
and In which of the ten publications.
The author states 'My real wish was
that someone else would go to the
trouble of making an Index such as
this ... so that I could simply send
for a copy. As it didn't appear that
this would happen ... I had to do It
for myself! ' .

Those who have back copies of
the Orchid Review, Orchid Digest,
Aust ra l ian Orch id Rev iew, Orch id
Advocate, and Cymbidium Society
News etc. will find this publication
i n v a l u a b l e w h e n t r y i n g t o t r a c k
d o w n i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f v a r i o u s
o r c h i d s p u b l i s h e d i n t h e l i s t e d
magazines over the past 10 years.

W A N T E D : D i v i s i o n s o f C y m b i d i u m s .
Blue Smoke 'Green Meadows', Stanley
F o u r a k e r ' Ve s t a ' , S u n r i s e * F. K . S a n d e r ' .
J. Mendoza, 99 Waddington Drive. Naenae,
L o w e r H u t t .

F O R S A L E : L i m i t e d n u m b e r o f C a t t e l y a
s e e d l i n g s a v a i i a b l e . R a m B o o n , 3 0 b ,
Wa iwaka Tee , New P iymou tfi .

DISA UNIFLORA
B y K e i t h G o o d w i n , R o t o r u a .

Although generally known as Disa
u n i fl o r a , t h i s s t r i k i n g t e r r e s t r i a l
f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a w o u l d b e m o r e
appropriately called Disa grandi-
fl o r a , s u c h i s t h e a t t e n t i o n i t
demands when I n flowe r. Sma l l fi r s t
year p lants wi l l have one flower,
w i t h o l d e r , w e l l g r o w n p l a n t s
producing six or seven. The generic
n a m e D i s a I s f r o m S w e d i s h
mythology where Queen Disa was
commanded to appear before the
King, neither dressed nor naked and
made her appearance draped in a
fishing net . Other myths ex is t
r e g a r d i n g t h e d i f fi c u l t y o f c u l t i
vat ion and of the necessity of
p r o v i d i n g c o n d i t i o n s n e a r t o i t s
n a t u r a l h a b i t a t .

A s w i t h m o s t t e r r e s t r i a l s , t h e
plants have an underground tuber
ins tead o f pseudobu lbs and th i s
gives rise to a rosette of long, soft
fleshy leaves. The new growth
a p p e a r s i n a u t u m n , e n l a r g e s
throughout the Winter and in Spring
w i l l e l o n g a t e t o f o r m t h e fl o w e r
spike which can grow up to a metre
tall. The buds gradually colour and
o p e n i n J a n u a r y t o r e v e a l t h e
m a g n i fi c e n t 1 0 c m fl o w e r s . T h e
l o w e r s e p a l s a r e v i v i d s c a r l e t
contrasting with the upper hooded
sepal which is cream flushed with
red and heavily veined with crimson
(the fish net). The flowers do not all
open at once but a few days elapse
between each one, then the whole
i nflo rescence w i l l r ema in i n fi r s t
c l a s s c o n d i t i o n f o r s e v e r a l w e e k s .
Seed pods are readi ly formed
although they do not always contain
s e e d w h i c h r e m a i n s v i a b l e f o r a
short period only.

Most orchids will only tolerate
cool conditions in conjunction with
a dryer rest period and cannot be
truly termed cool growing, but the

Disa is in active growth in the winter
months . An unheated g lasshouse
or covered shade-house providing
plenty of fresh air and some shade
is quite suitable. We use a fairly
fine potting mix composed mainly
of peat and sand so that it may be
kept moist. 12 or 15 cm pots are
preferable as numerous offshoots
pop up near the edge of the pot and
with care may be removed without
disturbing the main plant. These
are po t ted separa te l y and g i ven
similar conditions to the parent
plant.

If you are looking for ways to
enrich your collection try this one. It
is truly superb.

CS O C I E T Y N E W S3
A warm welcome to the Otago Orchid

C l u b , r e c e n t l y j o i n e d t h e C o u n c i l .
President: Mr A. Paterson, Vice President:
M r s K . B o w d l e r , S e c r e t a r y : M r M . L .
Young. The Otago Orchid Club meet on the
fourth Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m.
at the Roslyn Baptist Church Lounge,
Dunedin. Would all Secretaries please send
News letters etc. to Mr M.L. Young.

Another recent member society to the
Council is Canterbury Orchid, Begonia and
Fern. A warm welcome to you too. For all
enquiries please contact Mr. J. Campbell,
21 Blakes Road, Prebbleton, Canterbury.

W A I K A T O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
By now the orchid growers who attended

our Seminar in July have had a good chance
to think about the proceedings and from
' t i t -b i t s ' tha t have come back to us f rom
various sources it appears that thoes who
attended gained much from the lectures and
var ious sources i t appears that those who
attended gained much from the lectures and
discussions which naturally follow any such
e v e n t . W e I n t h e W a i k a t o w e r e i n d e e d
pleased to have had the opportunity to be
hosts to growers from all over the Dominion
and although we did incur a small loss
financially we were in fact prepared for this
and i fee l that much credi t is due to the
small sub-committee and especially to our
President and Secretary for its success.
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