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AY WE BRAG A LITTLE ?

The 1977-78 blooming season saw our stock recognised by various
judging systems throughout the world. Some of these awards included

Grammatocymbidium William Kirch ‘Featherhill’ JC/AOS

Wilsonara Gilded Bird ‘Tiger Tiger HCC/AOS (patent pending)

Cym. Barushka ‘Dorset Lass’ AM/AOS

Cym. Firewheel ‘Ruby’ 4n HCC/AOS

Paph. Assiniboinne ‘Bold Emperor’ HCC/AOS

Cym. Claudona ‘Rajah’ 4n HCC/AOS

Paph. Verde Oro ‘Pacific’ S/CSA

Maclellanara Pagan Lovesong ‘Carol Ann’ AM/RHS

Cym. Vangie ‘Harlequin’ 4n JC/AOS

Cym. Bulbarrow ‘Featherhill’ HCC/AOS

Cym. Miniatures Delight ‘Mitzi’ B/CSA

Cym. Devonwood ‘Featherhil’ HCC/AQOS, David McLean Award of
Distinction.

Cym. Showgirl ‘Coburg’ Cultural Award/CSA

Maclellanara Pagan Lovesong ‘Cerne Giant’ AM/AOS

Vuylstekeara Heather Moore ‘Abundance’ HCC/AOS

Odontioda Minel ‘Burnham’ HCC/AOS

Vuylstekeara Monastia ‘Rubra’ AM/AOS

Cym. Burgundian ‘Chateau’ Cultural Award/AOS

Cym. -Chief Joseph ‘Hawkes Bay’ HCC/AOS

Odontobrassia Inca ‘Featherhill’ HCC/AOS

Cym._ Sylvia Miller ‘Coburg’ B/CSA

and of course the world’s most highly awarded miniature of 1978:

Cym. Bulbarrow ‘Friar Tuck’ AM/AOS, S/CSA, AM/RHS, and David
McLean Award of Distinction.

‘

Yes, we’re proud of our achievements but you can be sure we

aren’t resting on our laurels! Our new seedling list, packed with

unique and exciting offerings is now available and John Hannah
will be pleased to mail you a copy.

John S. Hannah

“GROWER OF FINE ORCHIDS”

Walters R'oad, R.D. 2, Papakura, New Zea]and
Phone 298-4287

@ Sole Australasian agent for—

FEATHERHILL EXOTIC PLANTS
Santa Barbara, California, U.S.A.
(ANDY & CAROL EASTON)
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Live in the future — not in the past . . . \
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T A Generation Ahead — Valley Orchid Fla.
. BECK'S AVALON ORCHIDS A
5 OCHID MIXES ' 23 Mabey Street Future commercial and show flowers wil come from todays flaskings. \ ]
_ I |' railable at Lower Hutt. VALLEY ORCHIDS’ ultra modern pure colour and norma! cofour
B SR tetraploid mericlones and seedlings will be in the fore.
e, ‘;ﬁg "y 2BIE\lzla(lt ea e Examples of their mericlone flasks: Note $A.
w7 auraki Plains V305 SLEEPING DREAM ‘TETRAGOLD AM/RHS 150

Runner up 1974 Westonbirt Memorial, a light yellow pure

: 2 colour of exceptional quality, up to 18 flowers on upright
ASQUITH NURSERIES stems. Sept. N.Z. flowering.

67 Asquith Avenue V307 VALLEY FLOWER ‘CHERRY RIPE’ 100
I\Aﬂltjcﬁ::gg y Unsurpassed pink tetrgpioid, 20 plus flowers on near
i straight stems. Sept./Oct.
Phone 862-526 ORCHID & POT PLANT € (V504 SLEEPING DREAM ‘GOLD RUSH' 4n 150
J MIXES - Diploid form awarded AD/SA for colour. Tetraploid form
GORDON BRUCE ' expected to be sensational. Strong yellow P.C. July/Aug.

509 Carrington Road V509 ZUMMA BOYD ‘TETRA HIGH' 4n AM/AOS 100
New Plymouth Awarded U.S.A. 1st Sept. 1976. Large full green, strong
Phone 34-583 Proven upright stems, Sept. flowering N.Z.

TOOGONOION T V608 SLEEPING BEAUTY ‘SOUTHERN CROSS’ 4n 150
Diploid form known as ‘Sea Mist'. The 4n form is a much
43:;“91'2MM'0,2&TE1%a d Ready tO USB fuller flower of far heavier substance, a very very beauti-

Waikanae ful soft green pure colour. Sept. :

Phone 6977 - V715 SLEEPING LAMB ‘GOLDEN TETRA' 4n HCC/AOS 150
Free FIOWIng Awarded on first flowering U.S.A. 1st Sept 1976. 16 pure

YN NN NN/ [\ NI\ .
B colour yellow flowers on tall spikes.

MBRYQ“,'( ?‘LAF?Kd FaSt Dra|n|ng Minimum 25 strong plants in quality flasks. Freight free. Short
araeHaaStiangs oa delay expected, we arrange payment with V.O. Clients are debited
$NZ equivalent on delivery. . .
-734
Phone 88-73 Screened MERICLONE FLASKINGS FROM OUR OWN STOCK 25 as above
‘ e A $NZ
TOM GRIMSON Fertlhsed ROTHESAY ‘BLACK LABEL’ 3n 150
162 Stout Street An exceptional brown, near 5" spread, 18 flowers on
Gisborne strong straight stem; first flowering Oct. 1977. Pictured
Phone 4450 in full colour in C.S.A. ‘The Orchid Advocate’ Nov/Dec.
OO AR OO “Anm) 'gﬂ%’tﬁ_ﬁEgE'"DRGEESC’;,NRD,'J:'SQ (- 1 ( 1977 issue in conjunction with Andy Easton’s article.
ABLY THE DAY BEFORE USE. PUPPYLOVE ‘JUBILEE’ 4n (Dorama x York Meredith) 100
Cambridge Road IN FOUR SIZES FOR YOUR A classical symmetrical white with lip very heavily marked
Tamghere CONVENIENCE : red, multi spiking straight stems, already being used as
Hamilton u a parent.
__  ESUIIOnOOniOp BB O RO K Diploid form so well known. Tetraploid form has to be
‘ seen to be belived. We understand 4n form has been
ARTHUR MORRIS HADFIELD ORCHIDS awarded in England by R.H.S.
24 Sussex Street 409 Tremaine ﬁveraue All above were claimed to be of award material by Andy Easton in
Masterton Pall:r'r‘\erst%ns 4:9” his article “The 1977 Cymbidium Season in New Zealand.”
Phone 6854 one S3- Expect 12 months delay in delivery. Single plants of all above, V.O.
- and ours available later.
OO OO OO ONOBOROIR O IONONUNOION D MU IR TN L F. A. BURKE LTD.

246 King St., Whakatane — Nursery: 31 Arawa Road, Ph. 8648 & 6060



“{WOOD ORCHIDS

(Lin and Ron Crouch)

What's New in Cymbidiums?
VARIETY is the SPICE of LIFE

A VARIETY OF
MERICLONES & SEEDLINGS
FOR SALE

Standards, Novelties, Miniatures
Unusual varieties of miniature mericlones
FLASKS ALSO AVAILABLE

Send or phone for list to:
10 SEAVIEW ROAD, MILFORD, AUCKLAND 9.

PHONE 466-429

We are Auckland's North Shore Agents for:

J. S. Hannah and his Tru-bloom
fertiliser

HADFIELD
ORCHIDS

(Norman G. Wood)

409 Tremaine Avenue
Palmerston North

@ PHONE 83-489 @

Quality Cymbidiums

MERICLONES @ SEEDLINGS

BACK BULB PROPAGATIONS
DIVISIONS

Enquiries and Visitors Welcome

SUNSET ORCHIDS

QUALITY PLANTS & FLOWERS
The home of Vandas & Ascocendas in N.Z.

Thai and Hawaiian Vandacious

Hybrids and Species from

Thai-Am Orchids,
Kassem Bonchoo
Phairot Lenavat,
Kultana Orchids, Southeast,
Tosapol, Yew

Seedlings and Mericlones
Lists available — write to:
MICHAEL & PATRICIA WILSON
Phone 86-531

Nursery: P.0. Box 3049
France Road Mahora
Hastings. Hastings.

Please phone before you drop in as we could
be visiting other growers too.

Bluebird Floriste

TOM & PAT FRENCH

69 Devon Street East
New Plymouth

We specialise in seedlings and
mericlones of Cattleya, Phalae-
nopsis, Ascoscenda and hard-
cane Denbrobiums. At times
we can offer various other
genera of interest. We regularly
advertise listings of stock in
this Magazine. Visitors are wel-
come to our nursery. Please
phone 83-795 or 70-179 for an
appointment.

OUR STOCK IS SELECTED
FOR
QUALITY & INTEREST
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT

by Tom French, President.

Meiabership of the Council show-
«d a pleasing increase during the
y::ar with the formation of three
new Societies and the affiliation of
'twd established Societies. We are
very happy to welcome to Mem-
bership the Marlborough Orchid
Society, South Taranaki Society,
Wellington Orchid Society, Canter-
bury Orchid, Begonia and Fern
Society, Wairarapa Orchid Society
and the Wanganui Orchid Club (re-
joined).

This increase in membership
does give Council greater strength
in dealing with matters that effect
our orchid growers and in carrying
out our objects as set out in the
constituticn.

The newer Societies report rapid
increases in membership and all
Societies show some increase, de-
monstrating the growing popularity
of the orchid cult in New Zealand.

The magazine ‘Orchids in New
Zealand' continues to provide or-
chid information of a high standard.
The articles from our contributors
are read with interest, especially by
our overseas subscribers, but more
articles, by more contributors are
required to maintain the standard
already achieved. We do sincerely
thank those Societies who so gen-
erously donated funds to provide
for the colour illustrations on the
front cover of the magazine.

During the year groups of trainee
Judges met regularly and carried
out practise Judgings. A further
series of Judging Seminars were
conducted by the Registrar Gen-
eral Mr A. H. Blackmore and suf-
ficient Trainee judges of proved
proficiency were elevated to the
status of Judges to enable four

Regional Judging Panels to be or-
ganised, and these are now in op-
eration. Training of Judges is still
proceeding, so that in time, a full
coverage of the country with Reg-
ional Judging Panels will be ach-
ieved.

Four Awards have been recom-
mended by Regional Judging
Panels and these were recently
ratified by your Executive.

The Judging Standards and Rulg:
have now been printed in a2 handy
booklet form and these are avail-
able at reasonable cost to those
other than Judges.

The Conducting of Conferences
is one of the Constitutional objects
of Council and following discus-
sions at the Annual Meeting of the
Australian Orchid Council, to which
your President was invited, the
year 1980 was selected for the Or-
chid Council of New Zealand’s first
International Conference, as there
is no other major Conference in
that year.

This Conference is only made
possible by the kind offer of the
North Shore Orchid Society to act
as host Society. They are already
well forward with plans that promise
for a stimulating programme of both
orchid and social events. A well
balanced panel of speakers on or-
chid matters from overseas and
New Zealand is being apointed and
we are sure that the information
they give, will be of value to our
New Zealand enthusiasts.

I would like to thank personally,
all those fine orchid folk who have
worked so well for the aims of
Council and have given the support
that has enabled Council to make
such progress in such a short time.
The planning and publication of a

30

lecture tours of the U.S.A. are highly
successful ventures. At  home.
Wilma spends much time writing
articles and books on orchids.
drawing from a lifetime of exper-
ience, as well as lecturing to orchid
societies in Britain.

Not all orchids however, are
grown in greenhouses. With the ad-
vancement in recent years of cen-
trally heated houses, many people
like to have their plants growing
around them in their living rooms.
Modern dwellings have large, light
windows which make excellent
olaces in which to grow a few or-
chid plants. Indcur growing cases
are also increasing in popularity.
These can be placed anywhere in
the living room and filled with a
number of orchids of one’s choice.
These growing cases can be pur-
chased ready made, to one's own
particular requirements. They are
completely self contained, having
their own artificial lighting and fresh
air supply. They are easy to con-
trol and keep humid, and the plants
grow and flourish well in the mini-
climate.

The advantages of having orchids
in the home is that one is close to
them for most of the time, and
therefore quick to notice when a
plant is in need of water or some
other requirement. Also, houses
do not get overheated during the
day as can a greenhouse which is
not frequently attended. Neither

- are the plants likely to suffer from

cold at night, either through ac-
cident or the prohibitive cost of
heating the greenhouse, which is
necessary for at least six months
of the year.

To meet the increased interest
in these plants over the last two
decades, organised societies run
by amateur growers have sprung
up all over Britain and in the U.K.
to further the knowledge of orchids
and encourage beginners to this
pastime. These societies hold
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regular meetings to which members
can bring their best plants for com-
petition. They invite the best pro-
1essional and amateur growers to
lecture to the members on different
aspects of orchid growing, as v <ll
as answering the numerous ques-
tions which are asked of them.
They also have inter-Society visits
and competitions, and often hold
joint shows thereby achieving one
large and impressive exhibition in-
stead of several smaller, less inter-
esting ones. These shows are
heartily supported by members of
the trade who take the opportunity
of selling their plants, and meeting
their customers. The many orchid
societies in Britain have amalga-
matea to form the British Orchid
Council. This body of enthusiastic
members organise an orchid con-
gress every eighteen months, which
is held in a separate part of the
country, with a different orchid
society as host for the occasion.
These congresses now form a regu-
lar feautre in the orchid calendar,
attracting speakers and visitors
from all over the world. Each one
alternates between the spring and
autumn months, enabling a com-
pletely different range of orchids
to be seen at two consecutive con-
gresses. The standard is under-
standably high and an excellent
exhibition is staged by many of the
societies and trade nurseries. These
congresses usually cover a com-
plete weekend and include outings
to local places of interest as well as
a cocktail party and congress din-
ner to ensure a good social atmos-
phere prevails over the more ser-
ious and informative lectures and
demonstrations. The next B.O.C.
Congress is to be held in Winches-
ter on 20th and 21st January 1979.

The leading professional orchid
growers in Britain are formed into
the British Orchid Growers Assoc-
iation who hold an annual exhibi-
tion each March in London.



ORCHID TRENDS IN THE UK.

) by Wilma Rittershausen, Burnham Nurseries, England.
. .Orchid growing has become one of the fastest expanding hobbies in

the UK.

in countries with moderate temperatures, greenhouses have

always been a very popular extension to the garden enabling the grower

to become acquainted with some of the world’s more exotic plants.

it is

not long before anyone who owns a small amateur greenhouse feels they

would hke to grow a few orchids.

Within a very short time, like a cuckoo

in the nest, other plants are pushed out of the greenhouse to be replaced
with an ever increasing orchid collection.

One of the most important annual
events in orchids is the Burnham
Symposium held each autumn in
London. Amateur growers from all
over Britain and Europe attend this
very popular occassion to hear a
series of lectures and demonstra-

tions expertly delivered by the
Burnham team. In the event of an
even larger audience, the venue

may soon have to be changed to a
larger exhibition hall to accommo-
date the ever increasing number
attending this now famous function.

Burnham Nurseries Ltd are onc
of the leading professional orchid
nurseries in Britain. This firm was
started in 1950 by Mr P. R. C. Ritter-
shausen who turned his extensive
private collection into a commer-
cial venture, and is now run by his
son and daughter, Brian and Wilma.
From these early beginnings the
collection has grown and developed
into a first class nursery which
caters for the amateur grower the
world over. The nursery is situated
in Newton Abbot, Devonshire, which
is in the heart of the tourist area.
Many visitors are welcomed to the
nursery to be pleasantly surprised
at the wealth and variety of plants
which are on display and for sale.
Organised visits by orchid societies
from all over Europe are a regular
occurrence and all delight in brow-
sing around the greenhouses to
find the plants of their choice.

Burnham Nurseries are success-
ful in growing the type of orchids
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which are most popular with the
amateurs. A walk around their
greenhouses show a wide range of
inexpensively priced plants mostly
cool growing species which can be
grown in greenhouses or living
rooms. These plants are attrac-
tively displayed on benches accom-
panied by picture boards of each
variely to enable the newcomer to
select from the different types.
Many of the species which are still
plentiful are imported while others
are grown and propagated at the
nursery which enables them to
offer a very wide range of species.
In addition, many fine hybrids are
raised from selected parents, and
here Burnham come into their own
with their distinct varieties in many
genera. The finest of these hybrids
are chosen for culture by meristem
and they boast a comprehens.ve
list of meristemmed plants available
in all sizes. The special interest
has been in multi generic hybrids
from the Odontoglossum alliance. In
these hybrids they lead the field,
havmg the largest selection to offer
in Europe.

In the past, great interest was
shown in the more flamboyant of
the hot growing orchids. In recent
years, with the higher cost of heat-
ing etc.,, the cooler growing, low
energy orchids are in vogue. At
Burnham this demand is being ade-
quately met in various ways. Brian
ic well known for his appearances
as a judge and lecturer at World
and European conferences. His

)
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National Orchid Magazine, the
training of Orchid Judges and the
setting up of Regional Panels, lia-
son with various government de-
partments on matters effecting or-
chids, the gaining of recognition
overseas as an established and
progressive orchid body; all mat-
ters that presented many problems
but ones that have been overcome
by the support of so many people.

| feel confident that the Orchid
Council of New Zealand is now
firmly set on the pathway to the full
achievement of its Aims and Ob-
That Council will play an

cts
"E/en greater part in the deveiop-

ment of the study and cultivation
of orchids in New Zealand, through
the principal of mutual co-oper
ation.

ADVANCE NOTICE: Taranaki Orchid Society will be
holding a display and seminar early June 1978 in
conjunction with tours of Pukekura Park and
private glasshouses.

CYMBIDIUM SEEDLING
FLASKS

KMy own crcsses available for the first time
Parents include; Tetraploids:

VIEUX ROSE ‘DELL PARK' FCC/RHS, PINK
ICE 'TE MOANA,’ BABYLON ‘CASTLE HILL'
ETTA 'A.A. McBEAN

FCC/RHS, FANFARE ST FRANCIS' 4n MIR-

Diploids:

ARGYLL 'COOKSBRIDGE' AM/RHS, CLAUDONA
‘RAJAH’ AM/RHS, TAMATEA ‘TAHI,' CORAKI
‘MARGARET' B/CSA HCC/AO0S.

Miniatures:

VOGELSANG °‘EASTBOURNE,
‘KATHLEEN'

Flasks contain 30 or more
seedlings $25 each.

Colchicine treated flasks
$40 each.

Send S.A.E. for list

NORM PORTER

‘Cymbidium Orchid Specialist’
443 Te Moana Road, Waikanae.

CELADON
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MY TALKING ¢™~""0

by Mrs M. Peters of Ha

Recently while sitting on g buj
stop reading a copy of “Orchids 1
New Zealand” March/April 1977, *
made a great discovery.

Yes! Russell Martin, | have met
a talking orchid. In fact, | have
one at home, sitting quietly chatting
to itself on my front porch. | bought
it quite innocent of its tremendous
rarity, at last year's local show and
since then have had many interest-
ing conversations with it.

For those interested in the un-
usual and unique, my Cleo Sher-
man will astound and when it talks
itself into flowering, it will also be
very beautiful. | admired it tremen-
ously when | bought it but not be-
ing an expert on orchids, | was un-
aware that everyone else was not
on speaking terms with their Cym-
bidiums, Cattleyas and so on.

At present it is complaining of
the cold, that it hasn't been fed
properly, needs repotting and that
it is generally neglected. It will
probably start soon on the fact, that
it is the only orchid around without
its very own shadehouse. In fact,
although | am fond of it and realise
what a great treasure | have, | think
perhaps someone else would like
the pleasure of its company. It
would appreciate a good home and |
would not ask an unrealistic figure
although | know its great value. It's
not everyone who has a talking or-
chid . So, if Russell Martin cares to
contact me | will be delighted to
talk turkey.

In the event of being able to dis-
pose of the attractive specimen, |
am certainly going to this year's
show to acquire another variety. It
seems to be an interesting and pro-
fitable hobby.



The Third Annual Congress of the Cymbidium
Society of America and the Santa Barbara Show

by A. 0. Dare, Greytown.
The third congress held at Santa Barbara on Saturday 8th April drew
approximately 180 registrants from all over the United States, New Zea-
tand, England, South Africa and Australia and everyone must have been

pleased to have attended.

same time and it too must have pleased everyone.

The Santa Barbara Show was held at the

Ernest Hetherington

was a tremendously good chairman and there were some outstanding

sessions.

Frank Fordyce spoke on “The
future of Cymbidiums and Paphio-
pedilums in National and Inter-
national Markets” and he made it
clear that the commercial grower
could not afford to sell his prize
clones to competitors or to the
hobbyist. Keith Andrews of Dorset
England dealt with devonianums
from the Khasia hills and showed a
number of slides of devonianum
crosses in delightful browns with
full red lips. Syd Monkhouse of
Australia suffered the indignity of a
power failure when dealing with
primary hybrids in Paphiopedilums
but we eventually saw his excellent
slides. If some of those who at-
tended previously had no idea of
how to prepare mericlone cultures
or the difference between 4n and
2n plants, they would certainly have
learnt something from Dr Donald
Wimber who took us step by step
through the excising of the meri-
stem and showed us slides taken
through a microscope of chromo-
somes, cells, stomata etc. with most
lucid explanations.

The Show, held over three days
at the Earl Warren Showgrounds,
attracted large numbers. The pre-
show wine and cheese at $4.50 a
head in aid of the Athritis Found-
ation must have attracted about 500
guests and to give some idea of
the size of the hall, these people
plus four or five wine tables easily
fitted in amongst the orchids. A
rather interesting feature of the
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Show was that most of the exhibits
and plants for sale came from com-
mercial growers where as here in
New Zealand it is the hobbyist whi
provides most of the flowers and
plants. There were some excellent
and beautifully landscaped exhibits.

The Grand Champion went to
Highland Mist ‘White Fog'—a cut
stalk—while the Reserve Champion
was the beautiful pale pink Via
Real ‘Alexander.” Plants of Via
Real ‘Alexander’ were on sale at
three nurseries for $150, $175 and
$200 yet | had two commercial
growers tell me that they would
not want to own one. Those plants
| saw had only six or seven flowers
on a single stalk. Other outstand-
ing Cymbidiums were Via Repose X
Loch Lomond ‘Gold Dust’ a gold
slightly shaded pink with a wide
delicate pink lip; Fuss ‘Fantasy’ a
bright red with a solid burgundy
lip; Firewheel ‘Ruby’ 4n a deep rose
well shaped flower; Cleo Sherman,
‘Candy Cane’ a large white flushed‘
pink; Peepers, a polychrome minia-
ture (almost chocolate) with a wide
solid red lip; Sensation ‘Imperial’ a
real blood red with a beautiful red
lip; Peepers Jeepers a proper brown
miniature with a heavily spotted lip:
Levis Duke ‘Bella Vista’ a well
shaped lemon-yellow; Clarissa x
Remus a dark brown with a green
edge to the petals and sepals;
Henry Dickenson a round deep
pink; Atahaupe x Vieux Rose a clear
pink with a solid red lip.

The Hybrid List published in the
same issue recorded numerous
unmemorable names, but amongst
them were Cymbidiums — Eliot
Rogers, Jean Celeste, and Xmas
Beauty, Cypripedium! Harbur and
many multigenerics from G. Moir,
including Kirchara, Milpasia and
Renantanda.

Hybrid of the Month is Cymbidium
Water Rail. C. Pixie x C. Alexanderi
‘Westonbirt’” F.C.C.), first recorded
by Sir William Cooke in 1942, and
remade by McBeans Ltd. To quote:
“One amateur grower without skill-
ed labour has cultured a C. Water
Rail with three spikes, 29 flowers.”
How have our cultural standards
changed!

Mention is also made (remember
this is B.M.) of pollens of Rosanna
‘Pinkie’ and Babylon ‘Castle Hill’
costing from £10 to £20

L.C. Olga ‘Chelsea’ was awarded
and A.M. R.H.S. in 1958, and this
clone still brings hundreds of dol-
lars in the U.S.A. It has never been
mericloned.

Watch those labels

Abbreviations used for generic
orchid names in our lists of plants
on display, are those recommended
by the international Committee on
Nomenclature. These abbreviations
are very useful as they do save a
lot of space, especially on plant
labels, but CARE is required when
using them, as too easily, when
transcribing labels Oda. gets written
as Odm. etc.,, causing confusion
that probably extends years into the
future, and annoyance to those
growers who may one day own a
piece of your plant.

For the convenience of members
we append breviations for some of
the more commonly grown genera.

Note: * = natural genus.
*Aergs. — Aerangis
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*Aerth. — Aeranthes,,

*Aer. — Aerides W

Aerctm. = Aeridocentru,
X Ascocentrum)

Aerps. = Aeridopsis (+ d X
Phalaenopsis) L

Aerdv. — Aeridovanda (Aeride
Vanda)

Alcra. = Aliceara (Brassia x M.
tonia x Oncidium)

*Angcm. — Angraecum

*Ang. = Anguloa

Angcst. = Angulocaste (Anguloa x

(Aerides

Lycaste)

*Aslla = Ansellia

Arnps. = Arachnopsis (Arachnis
x Phalaenopsis)

Aranda = Aranda (Arachnis x
Vanda)

Ascda. — Ascocenda (Ascocent-
rum X Vanda)

*Asctm — Ascocentrum

Ascps. = Asconopsis (Ascocent-

rum x Phalaenopsis)

Ascns. = Ascorachnis (Arachnis
x Ascocentrum)

Asvts. — Ascovandoritis (Asco-
centrum x Doritis x Vanda)

*Asp. — Aspasia

Aspsm. = Aspasium (Aspasia x
Oncidium)

Aspgm. = Aspoglossum (Aspasia
x Odontoglossum)

Bllra. = Beallara (Brassia x Coch-
lioda x Miltonia x Odontoglos-
sum)

Bdra. — Beardara (Ascocentrum
X Doritis x Phalaenopsis)

*B. = Brassavola

*Brs. — Brassia

Brsdm. — Brassidium (Brassia x
Oncidium)

Bc = Brassocattleya (Brassavola
x Cattleya)

Bdia = Brassodiacrium (Brassa-
vola x Diacrium)

Bepi. = Brassoepidendrum (Bras-
savola x Epidendrum)

Bl. = Brassolaelia (Brassavola x
Laelia)

Blc. = Brassolaeliocattleya (Bras-
savola x Laelia x Cattleya)

(To be continued as space permits)



~ Thuughts on
~Jymbidiums

sordon Maney, Paimerston North

‘very grower of Cymbidiums,
sge or small, casts his thoughts
“Jjack to last flowering season, think-
ing of the mistakes made and won-
dering if she or he had sprayed
enough or fed enough. What are
we going to do to improve our
growing and produce more flower
spikes this year. Let us hope that
all the seedlings you acquired four
or five years ago turn out to be
champions.

Last year | wrote an article on
over-potting, in fact stressing the
importance of picking the right size
for your plants. If hobbyists did in-
deed take this advice, | am sure
they will be surprised at the number
of flower spikes a plant in a 20cm
pot has produced. At the time of
writing, this first week in May, many
plants that were divided and of nec-
essity put into smaller pots because
of lack of roots, should be showing
flower spikes and thoroughly root-
bound. Now, that is the time to
pot on to the next size, say from
12cm to 15 cm to 20cm, definitely
no more. This will do much to im-
prove the quality of the flowers and
add to the strength of the spikes.

Feeding at this time is also im-
portant, use a good nitrogen based
fertiliser plus the addition of a
fungicide such as Captan. Now
that we are watering less because
of the cold weather it is important
to water thoroughly when we do.
Remember, when in doubt, do not
water, another two or three days
won't matter. It pays to spot water
at this time of the year as some of
your plants seem to stay damp a
lot longer than others. An import-
ant thing to remember is that a
glasshouse can dry out very quickly

and for this reason damping down
of walks and benches is a must
This artificially created dampness
does help to keep the red spiker
population down. It is also a wise
precaution to include a miticide
such as Kelthane in your spraying
programme, say twice a month.
Slug bait is also No. 1 on your list
each week.

Early flowering varieties of Cym-
bidiums need special attention dur-
ing June and July; feeding of these
plants is vital if you want flowers
the following season.

Where are they now?

by Janet Mendoza of Lower Hutt.

In January 1959, The Orchid Re-
view reported on the best cymbid-
iums of 1958, that is, the 13 award-
ed during that year by the R.H.S.

Here they are, in order of award:
Memoria Cyril Strauss A.M.
Burgundian ‘Castle Hill' A.M.
Islander ‘Exbury’ F.C.C.
Fascination ‘Amethyst’ A.M.
Burgundian ‘Chateau’ A.M.
La Belle ‘Annabelie” A.M.
Vieux Rose ‘Roxanne’ A.M.
Lillian Stewart ‘Erythrite’ A.M.
Alexanderi ‘Purity’ A.M.

La Belle ‘Dell Park’ F.C.C.
11. Fascination ‘Rajah’ A.M.

Nile ‘Emerald’ A.M .
Robin Redbreast ‘Celle’ A.M.

Of these, Burgundian 'Chateau‘h’
and La Belle ‘Annabelle’ are still
around in force in New Zealand,
but, remembering that this was still
several years B.M. (before meri-
clones) it is quite possible that
some of these clones may have
perished. It is also interesting that
even in 1958 the loss or disappear-
ance of Joyful, the parent of Fas-
cination and Remus, is mentioned
with regret, as it is in the ancestry
of Burgundian and Robin Red-
breast, i.e. five of the 13 awarded
clones.
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| also saw some outstanding flow-
ers at nurseries in California. Tap-
estry ‘Zita,' Forty Niner ‘Alice And-
erson,” and Jean Slattery ‘Cecil
Park’ at Joe Rudvalis — Fanfare
‘St Francis' 4n, Vieux Rose ‘Jose-
phine,’ Sussex Dawn ‘Winter Green’
alba, Hoosai x Volcano a large
green of not great shape but striped
all over in red, Solana Beach 4n at
Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Madrid ‘Forest King,” Patarak ‘Yel-
low Sunset,’” Jungfrau ‘Dos Pueblos’
by the thousand at Gallup and Strib-
ling — Kyber Pass ‘Rowes Red,’
Cleo Sherman ‘Blushing Bride' at
JRowes — Tethys ‘Little Fireball,’
Sabre Dance ‘Black Prince’ and two
very long pendulous stalks of small
flowers on madidum x Esmaralda
and a madidum x Mitzy ‘Mabel’ at

VANDAS

by Keith Goodwin, P.0. Box 2039, Rotorua.

These well known monopodial
orchids are entirely of Asiatic origin
and have been extensively hybrid-
ised for commercial production in
recent years. As a result the orig-
inal species are less commonly
encountered than the contemporary
hybrids.

The genus is represented by over
70 species of typically strap leaved
or in a few cases, terete leaved

) plants with numerous aerial roots
produced from the upper regions
of the stem. Plants of the strap
leaved type vary in size from 25cm
high (V. pumila) to 1 metre in height
as in V. coerulea. The leaves have
a very leathery texture and grow in
a fan formation. Most species are
strong growers. Flowers are vari-
able in size and colour, usually flat
with a skert spur on the lip. They
generally last well. Terete leaved
(pencil-like) plants tend to require
brighter light conditions to produce
many flowers.

Vanda pumila is of ''the strap -
leaved type with a spike ‘of up to
three 5¢cm fleshy and fragrant flow-
ers arising from the leaf axils.
Sepals and petals are cream spot-
ted with brown and the lip is white
to yellowish streaked longtitudinally
with red.

Vanda cristata is another strap
leaved plant having yellow-green
flowers with a large curious tongue-
like dark red and white lip.

Vanda stangeana has up to eight
basically green flowers tessalated
with red and are about 5cm across.
| find this species very attractive.

Of the terete leaved plants we
have Vanda teres which grows into
a large tangled mass, a metre or
so tall in its natural habitat. Flowers
are 8-10cm across, pale rose in
colour with a showy rose-purple
and yellow lip and are produced
during the summer months.

Several other species are also
grown in the same glasshouse in-
cluding the superb Vanda coerulea.

The genus thrives in conditions
of high light intensity, humidity and
good ventilation. The importance
oi ventilation is one aspect of or-
chid culture which is often under-
rated in a bid to maintain tempera-
ture and humidity. One way to
achieve air circulation in winter is
to install an electric fan operated
via a timing device and thermostat
then the glasshouse may be sealed
to the elements. Vandas are amen-
able to pot culture and ours are
grown in plastic containers with
pine bark on a wooden slatted
bench. Temperature requirements
vary from coolish to warm depend-
ing on the species but most will
survive extremes coupled with suit-
able moisture conditions. The
plants do not require a rest period
but their growth rate will slow in
the winter months .
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PUKEKURA CORNER

by George Fuller, N.D.H.(N.Z.), Curator Pukekura
Park, New Plymouth.

Dendrobium discolour Ldl.

The genus Dendrobium is widely
distributed throughout the East
Asian area and into the Pacific as
far south as New Zealand.

This species, also known as D.
undulatum is one of the largest of
the group, one authority indicating
that it will grow up to five metres
tall! 1 feel that it is regrettable that
the name D. undulatum is no longer
applicable since it so aptly des-
cribes the form of the individual
flowers.

Distribution ranges from Northern
Australia to New Guinea. Needless
to say it is a heat lover and this is
a significant requirement in culti-
vation. The plant should be main-
tained in constant growth without
the rest period required for some
members of the genus. Plants in
cultivation generally reach up to
about two metres in height but will

bloom when smaller. Ample light
will enhance bloom production.

Each bloom is about 5-7cm
across and a general description
of colouring would be ‘tan’ but this
is a very variable characteristic
and ranges from almost brown to
yellow in different specimens. The
spikes are usually produced irom
the upper parts of recently matured {
pseudobuibs but sometimes an old
leafless cane will come to light with
a second or even third spike.

The flowering season is said to
be April to December but so far
our plant has bloomed only in Jan-
uary and February with a spike now
well formed in May, so it appears
that one may expect flowering over
a very extended period. In addition
the blooms are long lasting and
very decorative.

1980 CONFERENCE

With just two years to go to our
1980 Conference our initial over-
seas publicity is already attracting
enquiries and Air New Zealand,
our Conference carriers, are follow-
ing up these approaches at key
points on their routes.

The response from New Zealand
Societies has been very enthusias-
tic, and offers of trophies for the
Show gratefully received. The al-

_ location of these trophies to par-

ticular classes will e decided when
the Show schedule is finally endor-
sed, and the donating Societies in-
iormed straight away.

The selection of ten speakers for
the Conference was a difficult one
calling for an equal balance of five
from overseas and five from New
Zealanders. We are looking for

me_ﬁv

Aluminium Glasshouse

8 reasons why you should buy a

accomplished speakers from diver-
gent areas, who would be able to
both entertain and inform us on a
variety of genera, such genera to
be reasonably familiar to New Zea-
landers. We hope that all invited
will be able to come, but as we go
to press we have two definite ac-
ceptances: Syd Monkhouse from
Adelaide will deal with miniature
Cymbidiums, and David Stead of
Mansell and Hatcher will present a
paper on the Odontoglossum
Alliance.

1979 will be our busiest time for
finalising accommodation and tour
arrangements, and work in these
areas is already under way. There
will be further information fed to all
Societies regarding the Internation-
al Show in particular when copies
of the Show schedule are available.

1 Unique Aluminium Construction. 2
No clips, no putty, long lasting
PVC weatherseal. 4~
Simple assembly with only a ¢
spanner and screwdriver.
Modular construction gives an endless range of
sizes inc. a conservatory lean-to.
Louvres and ventilation ridge exceeds minimum
ventilation requirements.
Sliding door on nylon rollers, finger light
operation.
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There are so many more reasons but we've run
out of room so send the coupon below and find
out more.
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Return to Patterson& Viskovich Ltd., P.0. Box 938, Napier.
Please send me more information about Leisurgro.
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Feeding Orichids
by Atmospheric
Stimulant

by Jim Dench, 428 Botanical Road,
Palmerston North.

The subject of manure for or-
chids is an old chestnut and articles
have appeared written as early as
1885, (English Orchid Review 1972
refers). Today the facts are estab-
lished, Nitrogen is the main nutrient
to sustain the majority of plant life,
with Ammonuim Salts being a
proven artificial source of supply of
Nitrogen. In his article “Orchids
for Amateurs” BTL remarks that
every gallon of rainwater contains
about half a grain (34 milligrams)
of Ammonium Salts, while orchids
supplied with rainwater will survive
and flourish, the question is, is 34
milligrams of Ammonium Salts per
gallon sufficient for their full and
better development? | believe not.
In a hot house environment other
sources of Nitrogen supply should
be available.

Therefore, like every orchid grow-
er with an unnatural environment
being used, | look for other and
better sources of supply of Nitro-
gen and my method is as follows:

The potting mix must be sweet
and open, the mixture being of
wood chip, perlite, tree bark and
charcoal, which has a capacity to
absorb ammonia vapour (Nitrogen).
BTL remarks that young roots will
readily cling to charcoal, and | have
seen this. My experiments in a
small glasshouse 4m x 3m show
great success in vapour (atmos-
pheric) feeding by using small
pieces of Carbonate of Ammonia,
almost the size of a walnut, which
| suspend from the apex of the
glasshouse. The Carbonate of Am-
monia evaporates slowly giving

off nitrogen which is absorbed by
the charcoal in the potting mix and
also by the leaves of the plants.
Yearly, | would use only about 500
grams of Carbonate of Ammonia,
from which there is no perceptible
odour and while | have proved my
system to be simple and cheap, the
success | obtain is a vigorus
growth with fine blooms.

| also believe shading the glass-
house is important and protect all
my plants from ultra violet light
(direct sunlight).

Ammonium Carbonate is available
from your chemist as Ammonium
Bicarbonate and should be storec
in an airtight container in a gener-
ally stable temperature of not more
than 30°C.

| would be pleased to receive re-
ports and information from other
growers who have experimented in
a similar fashion.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Mr Boon,

The Executive of the Taranaki
Orchid Society were very distressed
to see in the latest publication of
your magazine that the show dates
for the Taranaki Orchid Society
were incorrecty advertised as being
that of the North Taranaki Society.

We would be most obliged if you
would put a correction in your next
publication pointing out that it is
the Taranaki Society.

Thanking you in anticipation and'

wishing your magazine continued
success.
D. Whittaker (Mrs)
Secretary
Taranaki Orchid Society.

The name of your Society has always been
shown as ‘Taranaki’ but to prevent any confusion
at show times, particularly for outside visitors, it
was decided to call you ‘North Taranaki' (for the
Show Calendar) as distinct from the South Tara-
naki Society which is situated at Hawera, some
72 kilometres south of New Plymouth.

—Editor.
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CULTURAL NOTES

by Bruce Douglas of Kawerau

Belive it or not August is the first
month of Spring; did | feel you
shiver? Up north the first spring
flowering trees will almost certainly
have passed. Roots of most plants
will be starting to develop and leaf
and flower buds will start swelling.
Down south all this activity, which is
hard to see, will of course be later
— in some parts a month later.

Orchids will not be much different
ither and this should mean some-
hing to you. A waxing sun has a
great deal of stimulus on plants and
on the bonus side, doesn’t it make
you feel good too.

Have you prepared your orchid
mix yet? Time passes fast so do
not get caught. If you have only
one or two plants very little mix will
be required and you may prefer to
purchase. If you have more plants
you could perhaps need up to sev-
eral tonnes of mix so it is not a five
minute job especially if you are a
working person.

Make sure you have a mix suit-
able for the type of orchid to be
potted. Don’t get a bee in your
bonnet and change all the genera
into a totally different mix that re-
quires a new approach. Rather,
shift some of the plants over to the
new mix and leave all the others as

)a control batch. Should the new
mix prove better, then change the
rest of the plants over the next year.
Over the years | have seen and
heard of several good collections
taking a heavy check (after every
pot was changed) because the new
mix was not even as good as the
old one. Do you see how important
it is to have the correct ingredients
in your mix.

Wash and/or sterilise all pots, un-
less they are new of course. There
seems to be no point in risking the

transfer of virus or fungi spores to
the next plant. They are capable
of finding enough trouble of their
own without you adding to their
problems. Knives and scissors
used for cutting should be checked
and perhaps sharpened. A good
clean cut heals much faster than a
ragged one which in some cases
may never heal.

Watch any spikes developing;
train them up on stakes or string
unless they are a pendulous type.
Slugs seem to be able to anticipate
a tasty morsel for weeks then
CHOMP and you have lost out to
them. Keep your slug bait going.
A dirty glass or shade house will
make them winners every time.

Watering will be increasing with
root activity, plants will need to be
checked frequently. All orchids
grown in a glasshouse will need
extra ventilation as this period pro-
gresses. Spotting of flowers is us-
ually caused by too much humidity,
this goes back to air circulation
which should have a drying effect.
Too high a day temperature even
for an hour or two may damage
some of your finest blooms.

Watch out for aphids, they have
a fantastically quick rate of repro-
duction and suck cell sap in order
to feed. With Cymbidiums they
would first be seen near the top of
the flower spike just as the buds
start to spread out from a tight
bunch. Not only does the plant
become somewhat debilitated from
their sap sucking but they can be
one of the causes of virus infection,
so watch that spraying programme.

Show times are coming up for
many Societies and a few sugges-
tions at this stage may be of help
should you enter plants for display
or exhibition.
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be clean and tidy.
CoozaEn ge with a littie white
oil i .ater. Use damp soft
rag ur sponge.

3 Stake spikes as soon as you
can and train in an upright
position. Do not let top of stake
show above flowers.

4 Flowers should be trained to
look at the judge or public.

5 Start training buds early with
cotton wool or the like. A slight
twist of the bud stalk each day
should help to bring it round
eventually to the desired posi-
tion.

6 Finally, after carrying out the
above, niake sure the plant still
looks natural and attractive.

Now to finish, may | tell you about
the worst orchid pest we have in
New Zealand. It can effect culture
and does effect flowers. This pest
is a variety of Homo sapiens that
must handle everything in sight,
backs into flowers breaking them,
pulls out labels for the obscure
purpose of reading them, but must
with all sincerity put them back in
another pot. Unfortunately by law
you are not allowed to spray this
pest and so it persists from time to
time around all collections.

CHILOGLOTTIS

by JIM FOREST, Te Puke

Chilogottis comes from cheilos,
a lip, and glossa, a tongue, refer-
ring to the shape of the labellum.
In Australia they are known as
“Bird Orchids.” If you look into the
open flower of Chiloglottis it is not
too difficult to imagine young birds
begging for food.

It is a small genus of seven spe-
cies found in Australia and two of
these extend to New Zealand.

Chiloglottis are a fascinating
group of orchids that grow in col-
onies, usually in sheltered piaces.
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Only one species is common in this
country, the second, C. formicifera
having been reported only once
from near Kaitaia. Chiloglottis
cornuta grows in loose colonies in
a wide variety of habitats. It is
common in the Kaimais in damp
places, in clearings in the bush so
long as it's not in full sun. Lately
I've found it growing in the exotic
pine forests in half rotted pine litter.

Two  ovate-lanceolate leaves
which lie flat on the ground are a
sure identification. These vary in
colour from light green to dark al-
most black green. Some colonie
have beautifully veined leaves no
unlike “Jewel Orchids.” These come
true to type for me so it's not in-
duced by where they grow. Simi-
lar variations are found in Corybas
trilobus.

The underground system consists
of small tubers and long fleshy
white roots. New tubers form on
the tips of these roots.

Like most colony forming orchids
Chiloglottis has few flowers in pro-
portion to its numbers. In pots I've
found this habit to continue. There
is only one pale green flower which
emerges at the same time as the
leaves, and is relatively short lived.
After pollination the stalk elongates
to make for easier seed dispersal.

| grow my Chiloglottis in wide
pots in a well drained mixture of

sand, peat moss and leaf mold. § .

Plant the tubers about two centi-
metres deep, place in a shady well
protected position and don’t allow
to dry out fully, not even during
dormancy.

Main problem is aphids although
leaf rot sets in quickly in unsatis-
factory potting material or in
draughty positions. .

Chiloglottis cornuta is found
throughout the country and some of
the largest colonies I've found have
been in swamps in Southland.

A Home M;de‘Rotator

/

by J. G. (Jim) Mcliwraith, Tauranga

Some readers may be interested
to know the details of a Rotator (or
tumbler) which | am using to pro-
liferate protocorms, but | hasten to
add that the design is not mine but
is based on an article in the Amer-
ican Orchid Society Bulletin by Rex
P. Tompson of South Australia.

| subsequently wrote to Mr Tomp-
son and he gave me further advice
in the light of his experience since
the original article was written and
this proved most helpful.

From the point of view of cost it
was desirable to make the rotator
tyself and as most of my tools are
woodworking rather than metal
working, and | have easy access to
timber products, the obvious thing
was to use wood wherever pos-
sible.

Rex Tompson used a 2.2 watt
washing machine timing motor and
| obtained this locally from an elec-
trical appliance serviceman for $7.
It has a speed of two revolutions
per minute so it was necessary to
countershaft this in order to get
down to one revolution every two
minutes.

The motor | selected was fairly
easy to attach to a 6mm mild steel
shaft and | used the same size rod
for the countershaft and had it
threaded on one end to hold the
rotating discs.

The frame is made of 100x25mm
dressed pine and consists of two
uprights 300mm high and the top
and bottm which gives a distance
of 150mm between the uprights and
these carry two brass bushes each
for the drive and countershafts.

The motor is direct coupled to
the drive shaft and the countershaft
is 90mm above it. A friend of mine
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who has a wood lathe turned up
two pulleys out of 10mm plywood
and these are fixed to their respec-
tive shafts with epoxy resin and the
distance between the two shafts
and the size of the two pulleys is
such that a standard Singer Sewing
Mba:chine belt does the job admir-
ably.

The two discs to hold the 75mm
test tubes are made from 3mm ply-
wood and are 150mm in diameter
and 100mm apart. The four ties
which connect the two discs are
émm dowelling.

Before assembling the two discs
| carefully bored 20 holes of 75mm
diameter and five of 6mm, four for
the dowelling and one for the
countershaft, then used Quick Set
epoxy resin to secure the dowelling
ties to the discs.

Having assembled the rotator
frame | fixed it to the countershaft
with a nut on either side of the disc
on the threaded end of the shaft.

The tumbler operates 24 hours
per day and seven days a week,
and about once per week | squirt
light machine oil into the bushes
and this is the only attention it re-
ceives.

There seems to be quite diverse
opinions on the optimum rotation
speed, but Rex Tompson says he
is now using 12 revolutions per
hour as he is of the opinion that
the slower the speed the better, as
it appears to do less damage to the
tissue. However, from my own
limited experience | think that any
slow revving operation will be suf-
ficient to make the sections pro-
liferate providing the other factors
such as media, light and warmth
are within the required limits.



