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I have probably
bored many o f our
readers to death with my
c o m m e n t s o v e r t h e l a s t
seven years as Editor that
we are living in a world of
change. But no recent
e v e n t c o n fi r m s t h o s e
c o m m e n t s b e t t e r t h a n t h e
r e c e n t a n n o u n c e m e n t o f
t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e
O r c h i d C o u n c i l o f N e w
Z e a l a n d t h a t O r c h i d s i n
N e w Z e a l a n d w i l l c e a s e

production in its present
f o r m t h i s i s s u e . W e h a v e
h a d a w o n d e r f u l c o r e o f
enthusiastic readers, but
unfortunately not enough
o f t h e m t o e n s u r e t h e

viability of this magazine.

Publishing is an expensive
activity and while the
Council can carry a loss for
a short whi le , i t cannot
c o n t i n u e t o d o s o f o r a n
extended period of time.
While I an disappointed
w i t h t h e d e c i s i o n a f t e r a l l
the effort I have put into
this publication (and just
gett ing used to the
software), I have been
c o n c e r n e d f o r s o m e t i m e
t h a t s o m e i i a r d d e c i s i o n s
would be required.

O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d
was born on July 1975.

advertisements have to be
looked at very closely as to
suitability and most
important, to whom they
appeal. A bimonthly
magazine such as this has
only two classes of reader -
those who are stricken with
the disease orchidit is and
those who would wish it

upon others, lb this end
we must cater for readers
who are suffering from
all phases of the disease.

However, it will be
difficult to please all and
as wide a range of
articles as is possible will
be published. It is hoped
t h a t a s s o c i a t e e d i t o r s
will be appointed from
each province or mapr

O Q C h i D S f n m v z M L A n o

M O V I N G
Edited by the late Graeme
Boon, his first Editorial is
well worth re])cating.

"Thefirst publication of
any magazine or
periodical normally sets
the standards for future
issues. In this respect
articles, stories, even

D E C E M B E R 1 9 0 6 P a g e 1 2 5



orch id c lub area and tha t
these people forward news
items such as meetings
and show dates and
articles of general interest.
Pen pictures of orchid
personalities in your
locality will be welcome.

Some readers may
complain as to the size of
the magazine, too big,
too small, articles too
long, not enough
information on the
particular orchids that
you collect etc. Sensible
c r i t i c i s m s w i l l b e

published under "Letters
t o t h e E d i t o r " a n d

improvements will be
made when possible.
R e m e m b e r, t h i s i s \ o u r

journal, and it appeals
to a limited number of
the reading public only,
therefore its success

depends on your
support and
forwarding lots of
articles for
publication. For
some a lengthy article
is a wri t ten

impossibility, but a short
paragraph, perhaps some
handy hint, is not beyond
the capabilities of most.
From this type of short
paragraph or "fill in"
many a horticulturist
has learnt to grow,
flower, or fruit plants
t h a t h a d o t h e r w i s e

proved difficult to
master; so please keep
w r i t t e n c o n t r i b u t i o n s

comingin.

This magazine has
evolved as an answer to a

quest for New Zealand
orchid enthusiasts who up
to now have had to rely for
information in overseas
publications, and local
news sheets for orchid
cul ture and adv ice .
Overseas or local

productions of limited
appeal or circulation are
not always suitable for our
conditions, and news sheets
are somewhat brief and
generally relevant to one
particular area
only. After
all, we lie

between the latitudes of 35
deg. south and 47 deg.
south and there is quite a
range of climates suitable
for the growing of many
genera .

The newly formed
O r c h i d C o u n c i l o f N e w
Zealand has real ised the
need for not only making
people aware of what is
grown and how it is
grown, but also for
bringing orchid lovers
together through the pages
of aJournal such as this.

Graeme Boon,
E d i t o r "
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It is revealing to read the
firs t Ed i to r ia l , an t ! l ook a l
w h e r e w e a r e n o w . O n e
could be c)iiical enough that
the thought that orchid
growers and society
m e m b e r s w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e
a l o t o f m a t e r i a l t o t h e

magazine, and engage in
dialogue on current critical
orchid issues through the
Letters to the Editor colunm

may have been oj)limistic
in a lot of cases, if recent
evidence is anything to go
by.

I also read the aim of the
Letter to the Edi tor column
w i t h i n t e r e s t . O n e o f t h e

disappointments with my
term as editor has been the
lack of response from
growers and readers. 1
have always believed that a
good Editor ial must
challenge and not be afi-aid
to raise issues. I know
t h e r e h a s b e e n

response behind my
b a c k t o s o m e

Editorials, but there
has not been any
reasoned challenge or
iu gumeni taken to tuiy
o f t h e i s s u e s I h a v e
raised. Is th is another

symptom of the
widespread apathy
found amongst the
o r c h i d g r o w i n g
community generally?
O r i s i t t h a t o r c h i d

growers do not think
about their hobby or
how it is organised or
D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 6

nan. Tiying to find out what
orchid growers really want
in a publication seems
almost impossible. Even
when we complete a sun'ey
of growers and readers
opinions, we do not seem
to get meaningful answers
as when we make changes
i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h o s e

opinions, the results are
still negative.

Interestiiagly, in looking
at a published photo-graph
of the first Executive, the
young face of Syd Wray
s t a n d s o u t . H i s c o n t i n

uing conn-ection
with the mag
a z i n e , w i t h
o r c h i ( 1

growing, and
w i t h
O r c

Council, must stand out for
its continuity.

Orchids in Next ' Zealand
has only sun ived because
of the substantial voluntary
effort put in by many orchid
enthusiasts over the years.
Without their efforts you
w o u l d n o t h a v e h a d a

magazine. Three editors
h a v e b e e n i n v o l v e d ,
Graeme and Pam Boon,
a n d N i c k a n d E l i z a b e t h

Miller, and myself. The
magazine distributors
needs special mention.

Many have perf
o r m e d t h i s

s s e n t i a 1
task in the

b a c k

g r o u n d ,
w i t h o u t

recogni
t i o n , a n d

we should all
extend a vote of

t h a n k s t o t h o s e
individuals. Many
other people have
also had a part in the
production process,
and to a l l must a lso
b e e x t e n d e d o u r

grateful thanks.
Amongst those who
have supported the
magazine for many
years is George
E u l l e r o f Ta r a n a k i .
H i s P u k e h i r a C o m e r
was a feature of the

magazine for many
years, and more
latterly his occasional
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a r t i c l e s h a v e a l s o
b e e n k e e n l y
r e c e i v e d . O n e
o t h e r c o n t r i b u t o r
a l s o s t a n d s o u t

during my time.
Ray Dix and the
m e m b e r s o f t h e

Cymbidium Society
of Australasia (NZ
B r a n c h ) h a v e
provided a feast of
a r t i c l e s
contributed by
speakers at their
p e r i o d i c a l
s e m i n a r s . T h e i r
articles on cymbidiums
were especially valuable,
covering the genus most
widely grown in this
countiy, and the one must
likely to be selected by the
ne\v growers. The volume
and quality of the material
they were able to produce
from their members clearly
s h o w s w h a t s o c i e t i e s c a n
c r e a t e w h e r e t h e r e i s
en thus iasm and i nnova t i ve

organisation. If that one,
r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l ,
organisation could produce
such results, then there is
n o e x c u s e f o r t h e l a c k o f

response from those with
larger memberships or
m o r e e s t a b l i s h e d a n d
secure financial strength. I
k n o w t h e r e i s a u n i v e r s a l
desire to just take from the
organ isa t ion , and not
contribute, but the words
o f t h e L a t e P r e s i d e n t

Kennedy can be rephrased

"ask not what the society can
do for you, but what you can
do for the society". The old
saying - "the more you put
into the organisation, the more
you gel out of it" seems to
have been forgotten by
many people these days.

We are entering a new
era, with newsletters and an
annual orchid publication.
It is great that all members
of affil iated orchid societ ies
will be directly seivicedby
the national body in this
way. It is a move that I can
only applaud. But it also
i n t r o d u c e s a n e w s e t o f

challenges - local societies
must get in behind the
publications and ensure
society information is
included in the yearbook,
l l ie firs t ed i tor ia l asked for

p r o fi l e s o f o r c h i d
personalities - this has never
b e e n a f e a t u r e o f t h e

magazine despite ongoing

requests for such
cont r ibut ions,
but surely the
yearbook would
be an ideal place
for those j)en
pictures. There
is also a need for

good cultural
i n f o r m a t i o n f o r
b o t h n o v i c e a n d

expe r i enced
growers. Such
material can only
c o m e f r o m

existing orchid
g r o w e r s . H o w

about putting pen to paper
o r i s t h e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d

experience going to die
with you too.

Orchid growing is
facing a diiricull future, as
testified by the recent
closures of the Dannevi rke
and Kapili Coast orchid
societ ies. There is a lot of

apathy and indifference out
there; if this dominates or
just even continues then
these new changes will fail.
1 wou ld l i ke t o t h i nk t ha t
the declining membership
of o rch id soc ie t ies can be

reversed, and the changes
to the national publication
will assist in leading this
rev iva l , but in the fina l
analysis it will be you, the
orchid growers of New
Zealand who wi l l make the

concluding decision.
Surely we don't want orchid
s o c i e t i e s o r e v e n o r c h i d
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growing to disappear like
the dinosaurs. If this new

publishing initiative fails
through lack of support or
interest then the future of
the Orchid Counci l i tself
c o u l d w e l l b e c o m e a n
i s s u e . I f t h e C o u n c i l
s h o u l d c e a s e t o e x i s t f o r
whatever reason, the hobby
of orchid growing in this
country would suffer a
major reversal and all
orchid growers, orchid
society members or not,
w o u l d s u f f e r . T h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r c h i d s h o w s
in th is count ry, fo r
example, run each 5 years
under the authority of the
Council, would be dilTicult
if not impossible to run
w i t h o u t t h e u m b r e l l a

o rgan isa t ion o f the
Council. Now is the time
for all orchid growers to
really think ahead and of
future generations of
orchid growers.

Y o u r a c t i o n n o w

may will affect the
f u t u r e o f o r c h i d

growing in this
country over many
years to come.

I have been Editor of this
magazine Orchids in New
Zealand for a total of seven

y e a i s .

Over that time I have been
assisted by very many people -
members of the Council, the

P u b l i c a t i o n s C o m m i t t e e

members, distributors, readers,
writers, advertisers and friends

The production of the
magazine has only been possible

with your support and
encouragement.

I have t r i ed to make th i s

publication as informative,
interesting and attractive as
possible. Not everything has
worked, but I believe most of

the goals were realised given the
r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e .

As this is my final edition of the
current publication I would

like to say a big

Hhank you^
to you all.

Without your assistance all
th i s wou ld no t have been

possible.

D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 6 Page 129



STRATFORD
ORCHID

CLUB
T h e S t r a t f o r d O r c h i d

C l u b w a s f o r m e d i n
December 1983 by a
group of 23 enthusiasts
a l l i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e

growing of orchids. Over
the years members have
come and gone and at the

moment we have 21 keen,
hard work ing, loyal
m e m b e r s .

We have staged shows
and set up numerous
displays which have
crea ted a lo t o f i n te res t .

Travelling as a group to
other society shows is a
b o n u s w h i c h a l l m e m b e r s

enjoy and the hospitality
w e h a v e r e c e i v e d f r o m
other groups has been
w o n d e r f u l , t h e l a t e s t
being a t r ip to the
Waikato in August by
s e v e r a l m e m b e r s . W e

spent the weekend and
were shown around many

orchid growers houses in
the Waikato area, and
were treated to a potluck
tea organised by the
Waikato Orchid Society
m e m b e r s w h o w e r e s o

friendly and made us all
feel very welcome.

W e w i l l e n d e a v o u r t o
make every effort to keep
o u r c l u b a fl o a t i n t h e
future years ahead.

Fay I^yton,
S t r a t f o r d O r c h i d C l u b

Secretary

Sir
donat i ons we re t ax deduc t i b l e .

A n d t h i s i s w h e r e I m u s t

complain, As I said, I have

Letters to the Editor
I have sub-scribed to 'Orchids

i n N e w Z e a l a n d ' f o r a l m o s t

twenty years and thoroughly
en joy the various articles that are

publ ished, a l l o f which are
interesting and infin malive. I was
therefore, quite concerned to
read your Hditorial and the
Special Announcement in the
latest edition ofthemag;izineand
would be very disappointed if it
h a d t o b e d i s c o n t i n u e d o n

account of lack of support,

I n r e c e n t t i m e s I h a v e

cont r ibu ted to the Colour Fund
a n d w a s g r a t e f u l t h a t t h e

contributed to the Fund, but
have had great difficulty in
obtaining a receipt to send in
with my tiix return. On a previous
o c c a s i o n , I w r o t e f o u r l e t t e r s

asking for a receipt before it
linally turned up in a copy of the
magazine. When my current
subscription was sent I a.sked for
a receipt - which was not
fo r thcoming - and have
subsequently written to Mr
Gillbanks asking for it. I realise
that I should probably have
written instead to Mr. Jackson,
the Trea-sui-er, but surely there
m u s t b e a l i n e o f c o m i m i n i c ^ i i o n

between h im and Mr Gi l lbanks .

O n e w o u l d h o p e s o !
Incidentally, I'm still waiting for
the receipt.

If the Management of the
magazine wish to cut down on
postage, could a note be
incorporated in the .subscription
notice asking those who want a

receipt to send a stamped,
addressed envelope when the
subsaiption is renewedP'Tliis, I'm
sure could save a lot of ftiistration,
as well as postage.

Iferhaps other subscribers have
had the same experience and are
showing their di,sapproval by not
renewing .subscriptions - who
knows. Despite my grumble I
really do appreciate the magazine
and it's contents - especially the
coloured photographs - and hope
that it will continue for many
years to come.

Mrs H. |. Martindale
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One of, if not the,e a s i e s t o r c h i d s
t o g r o w i n

" c a p t i v i t y " . T h e i r
r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r
s u c c e s s f u l c u l t u r e a r e
within the reach of most
hobby growers. These
c o n s i s t o f - i n c o m m o n
w i t h m o s t o r c h i d s - t h e

following
T e m p e r a t u r e -

Moisture - Media - Light
- Feeding

Temperature - Nearly
all sarcs are cool growing
which suits Wairarapa
conditions. In saying
that, we must remember
we experience severe
frosts most winters which
m e a n s s o m e f o r m o f

protection is essential.
F r o s t c l o t h i s i d e a l a n d
should last two to three
years before renewal is
necessary. A small fan
a n d a i r m o v e m e n t w i l l
also help keep Jack Frost
at bay. At the other end
o f t h e s c a l e , w e
e x p e r i e n c e h i g h
t e m p e r a t u r e s u m m e r
days. This last year
especially. Air movement
i s e s s e n t i a l u n d e r t h e s e
c o n d i t i o n s a l s o a s t h e s e
little plants must not
o v e r h e a t .

M o i s t u r e - S a r c s m u s t
never be allowed to dry
out as they do not have
bulbs for water storage as
do cattleyas, for instance.
A l t h o u g h c o p i o u s
water ing dur ing the
summer is beneficia l ,
from April through to
S e p t e m b e r w a t e r
sparingly, keeping your
plants just moist.

Media - They do well in
medium grade bark with
no fine dust to impede
drainage. The better the
drainage, the better the
growth you'll achieve. I
find pots made from
sections of ponga ideal.
However, any shallow pots
- plastic or clay - are fine.
Plastic nets pots are OK
but whatever the type of
container, shallow is the
keyword. Some call them
"squat pots".

Light - Sarcs must not
be exposed to direct
sunlight. In nature they
grow mostly in shaded
gullies near streams. So
in hobby culture we must
try to give them similar
c o n d i t i o n s . M i n e a r e

h e a v i l y s h a d e d a l l
s u m m e r . W h i l e i n
a u t u m n a n d w i n t e r I t a k e
the shade cloth off, but still

keep direct l ight
s u b d u e d .

Feeding - Being such
easy going Aussies, they do
not demand to be fed three
times a day as do some of
their fellow Ockers. In fact
they require very little
fertiliser at all. Mine get a
very weak solut ion of
whatever I am using on
the other genus. Again
WEAK is the key word -
q u a r t e r t h e
recommended strength is
sufficient every other
watering or so.

I find that if you can
grow ferns well in your
glass or shadehouse, you
s h o u l d fi n d y o u r
sarcochilus do equally
well. In fact, I have ferns

m a i d e n h a i r i n

particular - growing in
the same pots as sarcs
each seeming beneficial
to the o ther. Wi th the i r
ease of growing together
wi th thei r del ight fu l
colour range, I find sarc
the most rewarding of
o r c h i d s .

Wairarapa Orchid
Society
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PETER
STEPHEMS

L a s i i s s u e w e

published a moving
article wri l len by
Peter * Stephens
shortly before his
d e a t h .

F o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n
o f r e a d e r s , P e t e r
s e r v e d a t o t a l o l 9

y e a r s o n t h e
c o m m i t t e e o f t h e
loca l c lub . Dur ing
t h a t t i m e h e w a s
P r e s i d e n t , V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t a n d
Clommittee Member,
and was the only
m e m b e r t o s e r \ ' e a s
I * i X ' s i d e n t u n d e r b o t h
t l i e ( t o l d e n ( l o a s t a n d

Kapiti society titles.
P e t e r a l s o w r i t e t h e

society's newsletter
for a total of') years.

A (luiet, kind man,
he gave much of his
l i m e a n d e l f o r l t o h i s
club. His givalesi joy
was in growing his
be love t l paph io -
pediliim oixhids.

Lyn Sherlock
1 3

T H O S E
W E H E T H E

i m s
arlier litis year

M J w h e n T r e v o r
ordered some books

from A.O.S. for the Society he
bought himself the hook '100
liars of Orchids'. This has
some very interesting reading
in it. In the chapter 1923-
1932you read about auction
prices and the loss of prized
species plants. This article
was printed in The Orchid
Rev iew in 1927.

" 1 h e l a t e M r H . T P i t t

always kept his collection
well up lo-date by the
acquisition of superior
varieties, yet, at the same
time, he rarely [)arted
with any of the plants
obtained during his early
says o f co l l ec t i ng .
Consequently, the sale
afibrdcd opportunities to
collectors of present-day
n o v e l t i e s a s w e l l a s t o
those seeking plants that
h a v e b e c o m e r a r e

t h r o u g h t h e
d i s c o n t i n u a n c e o f

im))ortations. The sum
o f £ 9 4 5 o b t a i n e d f o r
t h r e e p l a n t s o f
Odontoglossum Pur[)le

Emperor shows that a
strong demand exists for
fi r s t c l a s s o d o n t o -

glossums, and the quite
unusual figures realised
f o r m a n y o f t h e
c o m p a r a t i v e l y
insignificant species
i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e a r e

m a n y a m a t e u r s
in teres ted in the so ca l led
botanical plants. When
consideration is given to
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e l a t e M r
P i t t o b t a i n e d a n i n fi n i t e
amount of pleasure from
his plants during the
greater part of his life, it
w i l l b e r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e

expenses of his hobby
were by no means so
unproductive as many
j)cople think. Further,
the total sum of £10,729
r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e l a s t
s h o u l d c o n v i n c e a n y
doubting folk that he
f o r m a t i o n o f a n o r c h i d
c o l l e c t i o n i s a s a f e
i n v e s t m e n t " .

Could many of us have
a f f o r d e d o r c h i d s a s a

hobby in those days ! ! !
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Member Htrwick Orchid Society
and A iLs l ra las iun Na t i ve Orch id

Society ofNZ

f̂ter reading a book on
Threatened Plants of New
Zealand by Catherine
W i l s o n a n d D a v i d G i r e n
and published in 1989, one
t e n d s t o w o n d e r a b o u t
several possibilities. We
a d d t o o u r c o l l e c t i o n s o f
orchids such genera as
O d o n t o g l o s s u m s ,
Oncidiums, Cattleyas,
M a s d e v a l l i a s a n d v a r i o u s
other, but do we stop to
think ofhow many of those
plants are headed for
extinction? We go to
meetings to listen to
speakers who have gone
i n t o t h e h i n t e r l a n d s o f

Uruguay, Brazil, Chile and
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n t h e
s e a r c h o f , a n d
photographing orchids au
n a t u r a l e . T h e n w e a r e
in fo rmed tha t t housands o f
acres of forest are felled,
and bu rn t o f f and sown in

pasture in the name of

progress. In this carnage,
we are told that many
orchid species as yet
u n d i s c o v e r e d , a n d
unnamed, are destroyed,
their beauty lost forever.

How many of us are
aware that a similar fate is
in progress in New
Zealand, to some of our
native orchids? How many
orchid society members, of
al l orch id soc ie t ies in New
Zealand have actually seen
a Corybas, Chiloglottis or
Thelymitra? Very few I
would imagine, yet some of
those genus are in a very
dangerous possibility of
becoming extinct. Two
varieties are already
presumed extinct and they
were last sighted between
1 9 0 0 a n d 1 9 2 0 . A n o t h e r

species had only ten plants
known in existence in 1989.

S e v e r a l N e w Z e a l a n d
native orchids are swamp
and bogland inhabitants so

some areas of native species
have been lost through
draining of these areas to
conservation to farming
operations. The same has
happened to areas of light
s c r u b w h i c h w e r e t h e
habitats of orchids, which
when the light scrub was
cleared, the land was
grazed and farmed.

T h e r e a r e o n e o r t w o

o r c h i d s o c i e t i e s o f n a t i v e

orchid groups which are
doing a magnificent effort
in protecting habitats of
New Zealand native orchids

in their areas. Iferhaps more
societies and regional
councils should get together
and do something to
protect our native orchids
as is being done at Iwitahi.
Do any orchid societies in
Auckland know of a colony
o f n a t i v e o r c h i d s o n t h e i r

back doorstep? Does the
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W^rkworth Orchid Society
know of and native orchids
in their area?

How many of our New
Zealand nat ive orch ids are
there being tended in
collections? Would it be in
the interests of our orchids,
f o r s o m e o n e w h o h a s
studied these plants, or a
group of specialised
personnel to work together
and help work out a
cultivation system which
would help bring our
o r c h i d s t o a s i t u a t i o n
where some hobbyists can
cultivate and flower them?
Some of these orchids have
been cultivated away from
tlicii- natural habitats, lliink
of the hundreds of orchids
sent to England last century
s o t h a t s o m e c o u l d b e
grown in pots. In a lot of
a r e a s i n N e w Z e a l a n d .
There is at least one or
maybe two orchid societies

close to a colony of New
Z e a l a n d n a t i v e o r c h i d s
which they could study.

Currently, the range of
orchids grown in pots is
phenomenal and mind
Ijoggling. The pot culture
of Disa orchids is being
mastered by several
hobbyists now, so couldn't
we begin trying some
Cryptosiylis, Spiranthes,
A c i a n t h u s a s w e l l a s t h e

Ptcrostylis in pots?
S o m e h o w w e m u s t

preserve our New Zealand
n a t i v e o r c h i d s i n t h e i r
n a t u r a l h a b i t a t a s w e l l a s

getting them into some
collections. There must be
several hobby growers in
N e w Z e a l a n d w h o w o u l d
like another native species
to keep a Pterostylis
company. I would.

H e r e a r e t h e N e w
Z e a l a n d n a t i v e o r c h i d s
under threat of extinct ion.

C a l e a n a m i n o r

endangered -12 plants
Calochilus campestris -

endangered - less than 10
plants.

C a l o c h i l u s r o b e r t s o n i i -
v u l n e r a b l e .

Chiloglottis formicifera •
presumed extinct.

Corybas unguiculatus -
endangered.

Chilogloltis gunnii
v u l n e r a b l e .

Cryptosiylis subulata -
v u l n e r a b l e .

Pterostylis nutans -
presumed extinct.

Thelymitra mathewsii -
endangered.

F o r s o m e o f o u r n a t i v e
orchids it is too late, please
let us do something to try
to save others so that our

grandchildren and great
grandchildren can enjoy the
beauty of a Thelymitra
(Sun orchid) in bloom in
an orch id show.

A

A M AT I O h A L
P t S O U R C E

• W A I I A l l I l I K U - l
\ ( l i 1 ( ( \ l ( | . ( t i l !

S( ( II IN

Ful l l i s t o f ava i lab le

material published
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S L I D E A N D V I D E O

L I B R A R Y

All enquiries to the
L i b r a r i a n

Mrs. B. Goodger
9 Somerset Grove

Tauranga
Phone 07 578 4761
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Dn 197SJacqui and I ordered 5000 cymbidium mericlones in flask. Wedidn't know anything about orchids and it was a new industry so we joined
the Whangarei Orchid Society and subscribed to Orchids in New Zealand

and two other overseas magazines.
Over the years we easier to say and life to match my want list up

watched them grow along seemed to revolve around to Florifest's. We went to
with the greenhouses, bed for the next two see John and he asked me
packing shed, pumping years. One day several why I'd arrived at these
and water storage etc. months later when Jacqui particular flasks when he
Weekends for the family bought in the mail with knew I was a commercial
developed into hard work Orchids in New Zealand cymbidium grower. So I
and we referred to our which I read for probably produced my want list
jroperty as the "slave the first time (in the past and said this is what I
abour camp". It was all I'd flicked through and wanted so I had cross

good fun and frofied up only read about checked the breeding
a few home brews at the cymbidiums) and life hoping these were same
end of a day. Then the started to change. I or better. I frankly asked
rewards of our labour was struggled out of bed and John's advice and he has
really appreciated when got 13 years of back returned it with, no, not
the flowers came and the copies plus six or seven that, you need heat or
exporting began. years of the other two suggested others.

T « l o o a m a g a z i n e s a n d s t a r t e d t oIn about 1983 we evervthine Jacqui would deflask
stopped going to the missed out on "Porchid society meetings • igyo and I would endeavour to
but st i l l s tayed as '« '»• look af ter them. Back
members. We also had a picture I liked the then a lot of plants went
handful of hobby plants ,ook of I recorded the to the beautiful big
as we called them. name, page and which greenhouse in the sky. I

In 1991 I contact ed magazine it was in. Next then did a do or die effort
Myalgic Encephal- I got a Florifest flask list and went to the orchid
omyelitis. M.E. is far from John Scott and tried show and met up with Syd
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Wray and a few others
again and over a cup of
tea Syd introduced me to
several more growers and
s o i t w a s b a c k t o o r c h i d

society meetings and
mixing with people who
cared and wanted to help
b y s h a r i n g t h e i r
knowledge, etc.

Then it was pull down
a b l o w n t w i n s k i n t u n n e l
house and build a bigger
o n e 1 5 X 9 X 4 m e t r e s

h igh. We got some
second hand agbar from
a k i w i f r u i t o r c h a r d w h o
were paid to pull out their
v i n e s . A g b a r i s a
galvanised rectangle
h o l l o w s e c t i o n 6 5 m m x
3 8 m m a n d a w a l l
t h i c k n e s s o f 1 . 5 m m x 7
metres long. Then we
h a d i t r o l l e d i n t o 1 / 4
round and used joiners
a n d t i m b e r e d t h e e n d s
with two rows of vents and
one at the top of the walls.
The plastic is held on with
lock strip. With the twin
skimmingjust lay the two
layers in place. It is not
necessary to have the top
s k i n l o o s e r t h a n t h e
bottom, it will blow up
a n d d o w n . S a m e a s a

stopping roof, it comes up
like a pillow. Cleaning a
half round roof is easy, all
you need is a piece of
shadecloth over the top.
Tw o f r i e n d s , o n e e a c h
e n d p u l l i n g t h e
s h a d e c l o t h b a c k w a r d s
and forwards and you
squirting the hose over

the top saying "come on,
c o m e o n " .

T w o t u r b o f a n s i n t h e

top blows the hot air that
is normally trapped and
w a s t e d d o w n u n d e r t h e
benches again. The two
tu rbo f ans and t he b lower
use 4.5 units of power a
day and I can gain up to
9 " C o n o u t s i d e

t e m p e r a t u r e w i t h
v e n t i l a t i o n . I h a v e a n o i l
fi l l e d h e a t e r o n a
t h e r m o s t a t f o r w i n t e r b u t
w i t h a b o u t 9 5 0 c u b i c
m e t r e a i r v o l u m e i n s i d e
the heater is on the smal l
s i d e b u t I c a n m a i n t a i n a
m i n i m u m 1 2 " C s t i l l

economically.
I water and feed every

day in summer and every
two - three days in winter.
I work on the theory that
w e h a v e t h r e e m e a l s a

day, an animal is eating
all the time, so why
shouldn't a plant. I've
fl o w e r f c A e r a n l h e s

grandijlom from flask in
2 8 m o n t h s a n d s e v e r a l
others, as well as several
other genera at 30
m o n t h s . I a l s o h a v e a
s m a l l w a t e r f a l l w h i c h i n
t h e s u m m e r c o n v e r t s 6 0
litres of water a day into
humidity. The small
.submersible pump uses
about ano ther 1 .5 un i t s o f

power daily. Syd with his
35 years experience is
really amazed at the
conditions produced in
and by the tunnel house
a n d t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e

whole operation. It is a
really good intermediate
house and I am very
pleased with it.

I have also developed
a n i n t e r e s t i n N Z n a t i v e
o r ch i ds ( r e f e r a r t i c l e
March 1996 Page 44) and
Joined the NZ Native
Orchid Group which
produces//itf Native Orchid

Journal quarterly which
serves also as a newsletter.
Each year a conference
come working bee is held
at Iwitahi (15 minutes
from Taupo) in the pine
forest where the Taupo
Orchid Society has been
given 16ha for an Orchid
R e s e r v e . I n t h e R e s e r v e
there is 13 genera and 35
species. Thelymitra ixioides
w a s d i s c o v e r e d t h e r e a t
t h e l a s t D e c e m b e r
c o n f e r e n c e . T h e o r c h i d s
in some patches cover
several square metres of
it is impossible to walk
through them wi thout
standing on them. It is
really mind boggling.
C a l o c h i l u s r o h e r l s o n i i f o r

example is very rare and
only grows in Northland,
R o l o r u a , t h e c e n t r a l
volcanic plateau and
N e l s o n . W e i d e n t i fi e d
with tjuick stick dots 365
(Calochilus in an area 30 or
40 feet by about 15 feet.

So next time you build
or upgrade a greenhouse
give some thought to a
cheap in.sulation design

Continued on page 166
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L i f e ' s
L i t t l e

I n s t m c t k n i s
R e m i n d e r s o n

h o w t o l i v e a

h a p p y a n d
rewarding life.
1. Compliment three
people every day.
2. W^tch a sunrise at least
once a year.

3 . H a v e a fi r m
h a n d s h a k e .

4. Look people in the eve.
5. Say 'thank you a lot"
6. Say 'please a lot
7. Plant flowers every
spring
8. Be forgiving to yourself
a n d o t h e r s .

9. Treat everyone you
meet like you want to be
t r e a t e d .

10. Don't postpone joy.
11 Never give up on
a n y b o d y. M i r a c l e s
happen every day.
12 Admit your mistakes
1 3 B e b r a v e . E v e n i f

you're not, pretend to be.
N o o n e c a n t e l l t h e
d i f f e r e n c e .

14 Don't take good health
for granted.
D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 6

1 5 A v o i d
r e m a r k s .

s a r c a s t i c

16 Think big thoughts,
but relish small pleasures.
1 7 B e k i n d e r t h a n
n e c e s s a r y.

18 Let people know what
you stand for—and what
you don't stand for.
1 9 B e c o m e t h e m o s t

positive and enthusiastic
person you know.
20 Commit yourself to
self-improvement
2 1 D o n ' t w a s t e t i m e

g r i e v i n g f r o m p a s t
m i s t a k e s . L e a r n f r o m
t h e m a n d m o v e o n .

22. Don't major in minor
things.
2 3 . N e v e r w a s t e a n

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e l l
someone you love them.
24. Take charge of your
a t t i t u d e . D o n ' t l e t
s o m e o n e e l s e c h o o s e i t
for you.
25. Focus on making
things better, not bigger.
26. Take care of your
reputation. It's your most
v a l u a b l e a s s e t .

2 7 W a t c h f o r b i g
problems. They disguise
big opportunities.
28. Call your mother.

■ Agents for Geyserland Orchids

Cymbidium seedlings - out of flask to
flowering.
We also carry a limited number of other
genera from Geyserland Orchids:—

O d o n t s
Paphs
Aus t . Dends .

Cymbidium list available on request.
S.A.E. please. We are willing to pack
and courier plants for the price of the
courier fees.

V IS ITORS WELCOME
Our nursery is located at:

368 Fitzgerald Rd
R.D. 1. Drury, Auckland

Ph/Fax 0-9-294 8631
I r i s o r A l a n
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AJL JLt the last AGM there were not enough
nominations to fill all positions on the council.

Vv Why? I am not sure. There are plenty in our
■ ^ capable so why the reluctance. Wouldn' t= \J ■ Ji it be great if there were so many nominations

y . - " v f I e l e c t i o n . I h a v e a l w a y s
) found by taking an active part in the various■ / / clubs to which I belong I get more satisfaction

\ / ^ and pleasure. I always say you only get outwhat you put in. Likewise with the club plant
displays. You can't tell me that the few who
regularly display their plants are the only ones
who grow good orchids.

\|p!) "CT Give it a go and I guarantee you will growthem better and also it will give pleasure to
us all to see what other members grow. The
ones who helped with the display at the

National Shaw can look back with pride and say "I helped with that"
I understand a few clubs are falling by the wayside. Our club is still pretty

strong but if we all take an active part it will became even stronger.
This month two of our well known members de.scended on me and re-roofed

and relined my glasshouse which had been getting loo dark. This was a wonderful
and much appreciated gesture so now I will have no excu.se for poorly grown
plants. Growing orchids like most gardening is an ongoing learning process
and to me is much like the answer my father gave to a young chap who asked
him how long it took too become a builder. He thought for a while then said, "1
have been building for 45 years — 45 years so far"

I ' V E B E E N T H I N K I N G
How — after 70 years I am still learning how to grow plants.
How — 1 am learning to accept the generosity of others.
How — fortunate I am to have joined these clubs [ jjj. '

for the fellowship and friendships I have made.
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I was born in 1929- t h e ' Ye a r o f t h e

Slump' of which
1987 was only a

m i l d a f t e r s h o c k i n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e r m s . A s i f

consequent economics
were not enough, my
Victorian-type father had
h a d t h e m a x i m ' W a s t e
not, want not' inculcated
into every impulse and
laboured the po in t .
Economies permeated
d o w n t o t h e n u m b e r o f
matches used to light a
candle required to grope
ones way at night to the
m y s t e r i e s a n d
apprehens ions o f a
r e m o t e t o i l e t w h e r e

carefully dissected pages
o f t h e N Z H e r a l d

hanging on a rusty 4" nail
w e r e t h e u l t i m a t e i n

papyraceous hygiene.
Dunny technology had
a d v a n c e d f r o m t h e

proverbial long-drop to
the two 4 gallon kerosene
t i n s w i t h N o 8 w i r e
handles, one out the back
for No 1 activity only and
o n e i n . s i d c f o r N o 2 - o r
was it the other way
a r o u n d ?

Add to a l l t h i s bus iness

training the fact that I
h a v e o n o c c a s i o n s b e e n
described by the less-
respectful (ie family) as
'penny wise 8c pound
f o o l i s h ' a n d i t w i l l b e

readily understood that I
have a strong aversion to
throwing away even such
a low cost i tem as a used

plant label. Thus it was
that the dawning of the
r e a l i s a t i o n t h a t

methylated spirits is a
s o l v e n t f o r t h e i n k s u s e d
in spirit based marker
pens heralded a new era
in my obsession with
minuscule savings. Most,
b u t n o t a l l l a b e l s c a n b e
restored to near - pristine
splendour with infinite
simplicity and little cost
or effort by the following
m e a n s .

M A T E R I A L S

375g sealed top jam jar
or equivalent

Methylated spirits
Mild abrasive (Jif,

Chemico, Vim)
Moist cloth pad

Container (bucket) of
r inse water

Cloth to dry.

M E T H O D

Place labels injar.

P o u r i n m e t h s s u f fi c i e n t
to immerse fully.

W a i t f o r a b o u t 1 0 - 1 5

m i n u t e s f o r m e t h s t o
sa tu ra te ink .

Remove a few labels at a
time draining surplus
meths back into jar. Dab
pad into abrasive and wipe
firmly over label.

If writing does not
budge immediately and
easily throw label away.
Drop labels into rinse
water directly after erasing.

W h e n a l l l a b e l s a r e

completed replace lid on
used meths and secu re to
avoid evaporation because
t h i s c a n b e r e t a i n e d f o r
future use with re-topping
as required.
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Agitate labels in rinse
water and wipe dry if they
still have a grubby film,
otherwise air-dry.

A V O I D

Attempting to dean too
many at a time. Meths
evaporates rapidly and
m a y l e a v e i n d e l i b l e
s t a i n s .

Spending more than a
few seconds on each label.

S o m e w i l l n o t b e
cleaned by this method
and a re bes t d i scarded .

T H E M O S T
D U R A B L E M A R K E R

Wi thout doubt , lead
penci l is THE most
d u r a b l e b u t h a s t h e

disadvantage of not being
p a r t i c u l a r l y b o l d ,
r e s u l t i n g i n t h e
temptation of 'handling'
labels in order that they
b e r e a d . I n d i a n i n k ,
particularly as it actually
e t c h e d i n t o t h e o l d
celluloid labels was very
durable but few wish to be
e n c u m b e r e d w i t h a n i b

pen and bottle of ink.
In the public display

arena, it is essential that
labels be bold, so I opted
f o r t h e fi n e t i p p e d
Stephens 'Vivid' spirit
based marker which gives
several years permanency
in i ndoo r use . I t does no t

provide for writing of fine
d e t a i l . T h e r e a r e
numerous alternatives by

w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s s w e a r
and justifiably so but
t h e r e a r e a l s o s o - c a l l e d

garden markers with very
q u e s t i o n a b l e
performance. Some that
a r e n o t c l a i m e d f o r

garden use are well suited
for that purpose. Perhaps
I s h o u l d h a v e c a r r i e d o u t
a t r i a l o f t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s
in contro l led condi t ions,
but you see my frugal
upbringing precludes
outlay on such a lottery!
If you have useful data,
perhaps you will write to
m e .

A W A R N I N G A B O U T
C O D E D L A B E L L I N G

If for reasons of brevity
and expediency, security

or whatever you have
resorted to digital coding
on your labels, make
V E R Y s u r e t h a t i n t h e
event of the Grim Reaper
deciding unilaterally that
you are a component of
tomorrows harvest, some
readily accessible means
e x i s t s f o r o t h e r s t o

decipher your code. Utter
c o n f u s i o n i s n o t a
recommended ingredient
of the grieving process
a n d w o n ' t d o y o u r
reputation a great deal of
good amongst your
s u c c e s s o r s a n d m o s t

particularly those obliged
to try to make sense of
m a t t e r s .

H A V I N G T R O U B L E W I T H
O R C H I D N A M E S — T R Y
T H I S P R O N U N C I A T I O N

O F L A T I N N A M E S
Botanists don't always

agree on specific rules for
pronunciation, but the
following guidelines are
generally agreed upon.

1. To pronounce a Latin
n a m e , r e m e m b e r t o
d i v i d e t h e w o r d i n t o

syllables and pronounce
every syllable clearly.
Each vowel is usually
placed in a separate
syllable.

2. When pronouncing
the word, try and accent
all syllables equally.

3. Say each syllable and
word with conviction. Try
not to sound as if you are
asking a question!

4. Don't be afraid to say
a name incorrect ly,
because pronunciation
var ies even among
professional botanists.

Page 140 The last in its current form of ORCHIDS IN NEW ZEALAND



C Y M B I D I U M
F E A T U R E
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PARENTS THAT HAVE PRODUCED
QUAUTV NOVELTY CYMBIDIUMS OVER

THE PAST TEN YEARS

by Ma Bri]a«ieb
The first HCC/OCNZ, and 'Pure (MaryPinchessxVolcano)significant Gold' received a B/CSA which also received the

parent I will andan HCC/NZOS. Both breeders award PBA/
mention is Mary Pinchess have fine clarity of colour NZOS, this time for Rose
(pumilum x Pajaro). In on flowers presented on 8c Neville Armstrong.
New Zealand the cultivar upright spikes. The Two fine cultivars are
most used has been'Del second is Marycano 'Amber Glow'B/CSA, AM/
R e y ' w h i c h r e c e i v e d a B / N Z O S a n d A M / O C N Z ,
C S A i n 1 9 6 5 , d e s c r i b e d a s a n d ' T a n ' A M / O C N Z ,
a citron yellow. It has g^vignwnwtnM h upright spiking
p r o d u c e d a n u m b e r o f | t i m e w i t h r i c hcrosses but two are of FEATURE i orange tan flowers,
s p e c i a l m e n t i o n . T h e fi r s t |i s B o n n i e s P r i d e ( M a r y | ( E s m e r a l d a x
P i n c h e s s x C o r a k i ) w h i c h f I a n o t h e r w e l l
gained the breeders i awarded grex has been aaward PBA/NZOS for I / J successful parent, most
M a r g a r e t L e S u e u r . s u c c e s s f u l i n p r o d u c i n g
' C o l l e e n ' w a s a w a r d e d L i t t l e B i g H o r n ( D a g x
H C C / N Z O S a n d a n S u s s e x M o o r ) w i t h m a n y
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cul t ivars receiv ing
awards in New Zea land
and the USA. Two in New
Z e a l a n d w e r e ' Y e l l o w
H a i r ' A M / N Z O S a n d
A M / O C N Z , a n d
'Montessa Supreme'
H C C / N Z O S . T h e s e fi n e
pure colour greens of
good form are noted for
prolific flowering on long
spikes.

Speaking about novelty
cymbidium parents must
always include Peter Pan
{ensifolium x Miretta). In
its diploid form very few
c r o s s e s w e r e m a d e b u t
w h e n P e t e r P a n
' G r e e n s l e e v e s ' w a s
c o n v e r t e d t o b e c o m e

tetraploid a landslide of
hybridising was started. It
was quickly found to some
pos i t i ve dominat ing
features as a parent
i n c l u d i n g e a s e o f
breeding, tendency to
r e d u c e s i z e o f b u l b a n d

foliage habit of its co-
parent, upright flower
spiking, and earliness in
flowering. Moreover it
w a s n o t d o m i n a n t i n
fl o w e r c o l o u r a n d
t h e r e f o r e w h e n c r o s s e d
with highly and different
coloured parents many
v a r i a t i o n s b e c a m e

possible. Two examples
a r e S u n b r e e z e " S u n r a e '

(Cariga x Peter Pan) B/
CSA, a mustard yellow,
and Runaway 'Pink
Cloud' (Radiant Harry x
Peter Pan) B/CSA, a soft
pink.

T h e r e h a v e b e e n m o r e
a w a r d s w i t h C y r n .
devonianum as a parent
than any other. Some
h a v e b e e n a s m i n i a t u r e s
but more generally they
h a v e c o m e i n t o t h e

novelty category because
o f t h e w i d e d e v o n i a n u m

foliage and because many
c r o s s e s h a v e b e e n m a d e
w i t h s t a n d a r d

cymbidiums. One of the
best is Jack Hudlow (High
Sierra x devonianum)
producing many tones of
green with mostly deep
red contrasting lips. 'Joan'
B/CSA, AD/CSA and AD/
OCNZ, and 'Waikanae' B/
C S A , A M / N Z O S , A M /
OCNZ are two prime
examples. Last Tango
'Ceyserland' (Tropic
Night X devonianum) AM/
NZOS i s one o f t he fines t

nove l ty cymbid iums
around over the past
couple of years and it is
n o t e d t h a t t h i s c u l t i v a r
h a s a l s o b e e n u s e d i n

ongoing breeding. Last
Tango " Imai' also hit the
spot with a B/CSA.
Another lovely plant for

colour and lip is Pearl
D a w s o n ' K a t h l e e n '

(Miretta x devonianum) B/
CSA, HCC/NZOS and
t h i s i s w h a t o f t e n
e v e n t u a t e s f r o m
devonianum crosses, a very
boldly coloured lip and
white pollen cap. Richard
Tauber (Radiant Harry x
devonianum) has been well
awarded showing many
fl o w e r s , a n o t h e r
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f r o m
devonianum, mostly in
shades of pink and with
bold lips. Awards for
M e m A m e l i a E a r h a r t

( H a z e l T y e r s x
devonianum) have been
coming through, for
example 'Rising Sun' B/
CSA and 'Mae'B/CSA, all
with stunning lipS.

Cym. Dolly (pumilum x
B l u e P a c i fi c ) h a s
produced successful
novelties including One
Tree Hill (Coraki x Dolly)
with 'John's Quest' S/CSA,
the very floriferous pure
colour green awarded
w i t h 1 0 3 fl o w e r s o n 5

spikes, and 'Waikanae
Canary' B/CSA, HCC/
N Z O S a n d H C C / O C N Z
t o n a m e o n l y t w o
a w a r d e d c u l t i v a r s , a n d
C l o b e t r o t t e r ( D o l l y x
Hazel Tyers) the first of
w h i c h w a s a w a r d e d i n
New Zealand 'Sunrae' B/
C S A a n d H C C / N Z O S
a n d t h e n c a m e t h e o f f
white 'Betty' which was
firs t awarded w i th a B /
CSA in 1994 followed by
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next year on a much more
floriferous plant. A second
generation Dolly cross
Del's Delight (Coraki x
Peteete Doll) has also
shown up well lately in New
Z e a l a n d .

The miniature Ruby Eyes
(pumilum x Sensation),
particularly a tetraploid
v e r s i o n " R e d B a r o n ' h a s
shown up as a parent of
m e r i t w i t h S t r e e t H a w k

(Claude Pepper x Ruby
Eyes) cultivars 'Mem Tom
M o n k ' S / C S A a n d A M /
NZOS, 'Alert' B/CSA and
H C C / N Z O S , a n d
' M i d n i g h t ' B / C S A .
Khairpour (Chiefs Aura x
Ruby Eyes) has also caught
the eye of judges with
many cultivars awarded.

The tetraploid version of
Vogelsang 'Eastbourne"
(devonianum x insigne) has
now been used extensively
as a parent of novelties,
particularly by Andy
Easton. One example is
Rum Runner (Sensation x
Vogelsang) four of which
w e r e a w a r d e d a t t h e 5 0 t h

Anniversary Santa Barbara
Show, all B/CSA, 'Bert
Tagami', "Isanu', 'Phyllis'
a n d ' E d i t h ' .

Cym. madidum is a species
t h a t h a s a l s o b e e n
p r o m i n e n t i n t h e
production of novelties
b e c a u s e a l t h o u g h
min ia ture flowers are o f ten
the result in crosses, bulbs
and foliage are inclined to
be gross. Some of the
crosses to be awarded are
Phar Lap (Flame Hawk x

madidum), Mad Peter
{madidum x Peter Pan 4n),
Mad Doctor (Dr Baker x
madidum), Lambert Day
{madidum x Hot Line), and
Parish Madness {madidum
X parishii'). Perhaps the
most striking though is the
second generation Gladys
Whitesell (Fifi x parishii'),
for example 'Profusion'
gaining a B/CSA at Santa
B a r b a r a i n 1 9 9 5 w i t h 6 6

fl o w e r s a n d 2 b u d s o n 3

spikes. Loveliest of them
all is The Charmer' CM/
13 woe, S/CSA and AM/
AOS, Grand Champion at
t h e 1 3 t h W o r l d O r c h i d

C o n f e r e n c e , G r a n d
Champion at Santa
Barbara 1994 and the CSA

Orch id o f t he Yea r 1994 .

PARENTS THAT HAVE PRODUCED QUALITY
STANDARD CYMBIDIUMS OVER THE PAST

TEN YEARS

by Ross Tiiekor
This paper is You all know what I mean,on standard CYMBIDIVM I I the big ones. Secondly,

c y m b i d i u m WATtlttK successful. This may be a
parents which have been MFAATVHA harder to define. Is it
s u c c e s s f u l o v e r t h e p a s t a s u c c e s s f u l m a t i n g ,
d e c a d e . P e r h a p s w e ( 1 r a i s i n g a f e w s e e d l i n g s
s h o u l d s e t t h e a n d t h e n fl o w e r i n g t h e m ?
parameters for such a 1^^ actually selling them
b o l d t a s k . F i r s t l y , g r e a t a l l
s t a n d a r d c y m b i d i u m . k n o w l e d g e a b l e " p u b l i c " .
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who can appreciate all
good hybrids, so there is
financial success? But no,
I think that talking to a
group of CSA judges and
members I am supposed
t o t a l k a b o u t s u c c e s s f u l
standard cymbidiums
that have gained awards.
Mind you, from speaking
a b o u t N e w Z e a l a n d C S A

judges, I think that they
are on the verge of
redundancy. They cannot
seem to find many plants
to judge in New Zealand,
they say they are all
o v e r s e a s a n d a l s o t h a t
standard cymbidiums are
now so good that no
improvement is possible.
You can tell this by the
n u m b e r o f G o l d M e d a l
awards granted.

N o w t o t h e fl o w e r s .
Pure Love (Pure Dawn x
Puppy Love) has been
awarded once by the
CSA, 'Razzle Dazzle' B/
CSA although other
c u l t i v a r s h a v e b e e n
awarded by other New
Zealand judging systems.
It is under awarded by the
CSA but will prove to be
an important hybrid and
paren t .

F a n f a r e " S t F r a n c i s ' 4 n
(Verde Grande x Mount
Everest) has had only
slight recognition as a
parent but its progeny
are still getting awards.
Two recently have been
Panache "Royale Gem'
(Fanfare x Blue Smoke)
B / C S A a n d V a l e r i e

Brown 'Raroa' (Fanfare x
Zumma Boyd) B/CSA,
both lovely greens with
s e v e n t e e n a n d s i x t e e n
flowers respectively on
single spikes.

So Bold (Claudona x
C l a u d e P e p p e r ) i s
another good parent
a g a i n g i v e n s l i g h t
recognition. Three recent
awards have been So Bold
'B rown Eyes ' B /CSA,
Phyllis Chim 'Phyllis' (So
Bold X Cora Paddison) B/
CSA and Phyllis Chim
'Drury Hills' B/CSA, the
f o r m e r a r i c h b r o w n a n d
t h e l a t t e r t w o t a n t o

o r a n g e .

W i n t e r F a i r ( F r e d
S t e w a r t x S t a n l e y
Fouraker) has made an
impact and four recent
awards are Sylvan Fair
'Princess Kiko' (Sylvania x
Winter Fair) B/CSA and
three cultivars of (Betty
Ford X Win te r Fa i r ) ,
"Juncial', 'Cachuma' and
' W h i t e D i a m o n d ' a l l B /
C S A a n d a l l fl o r i f e r o u s
w h i t e s . W i n t e r W h i t e

'Harvey Field' (Winter
Wonder x Cleo Sherman)
also secured a B/CSA.

I f we a re t a l k i ng
grandparents, top of the
pops must be Rincon
'Clar isse' 4n (Pearl x
Windsor). It would be well
a h e a d o f t h e fi e l d a n d
must now be recognised
as the grandparent that
h a s i n fl u e n c e t h e m o s t

spectacular advances in
standard cymbidiums in
the las t decade, and
through its progeny is the
most important parent. I
can speak of three awards
w i t h R i n c o n ' C l a r i s s e ' 4 n
as a parent and fifteen as
a grandparent, all recent,
and this is by no means
e x h a u s t i v e .

V i a R i n c o n V i s t a ' O s o s -
Sunrise' (Rincon x Via
Vista) B/CSA, a yellow.
F a n c y F r e e ' K e v i n
Hipkins' (Rincon x Snow
Sprite) B/CSA, white
flushed pink, Claude
Pepper 'Betty' (Rincon x
Dor i s Au rea ) B /CSA,
deep red, all with Rincon
'Clar isse' 4n as one of the

parents. As a grandparent
t h e r e i s S o n o m a S u n s e t
(Cora Paddison x Claude
Pepper) 'Summer Dancer'
a n d ' N a t s u k o ' b o t h
awarded B/CSA and tan
orange. Autumn Crisp
' C i n n a l D a r " ( C l a u d e
Pepper x Thanksgiving)
B/CSA, copper red, and
Regal Ruby 'Emiko' (Cora
Paddison x Red Beauty)
B/CSA, a pink.
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Rincon ^Clarisse' 4n
has also produced the
c u r r e n t w i n n e r o f t h e
breeding competition,
t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l
parent in the CSA
breeding stakes, Solana
B e a c h ( R i n c o n x
Adantes). The converted
f o r m S o l a n a B e a c h " S t
Francis' 4n has produced
so many award quality
orchids including Via
Nogales (Solana Beach x
Sussex Dawn) 'Laura',
'Koyaana', both awarded
S/CSA and 'Rose Quartz'
B/CSA, a l l fine whi te
standard cymbidiums.
Via Del Playa 'Pink

Pussycat' (Solana Beach x
Rincon) B/CSA pink.
Perhaps we should look in
N e w Z e a l a n d f o r t h e s e
types of orchids. Anneke
Bart 'Ortega Ridge' (Rio
Rita X Solana Beach S/
CSA a pale pink, (Musita
X S o l a n a B e a c h )
' S h o w t i m e ' a n d ' P i n k
D a w n ' b o t h B / C S A a n d
pink, (Mem Francis Cobb
X S o l a n a B e a c h )
Valentine Rose' and 'Pink
P e r f e c t i o n ' b o t h B / C S A
and again pink. Awarded
i n N e w Z e a l a n d w e r e
Peter Dawson 'Bravado'
( S o l a n a B e a c h x
Lunagrad) B/CSA and of

c o u r s e P e t e r D a w s o n
'Grenadier' G/CSA, the
f o r m e r a d e l i c a t e c r e a m
and the latter white with
highlights.

One final note is that it
i s impor tant for a l l
judging systems to be
act ive in promot ing
orchids through their
judging system. They
must recognise new
hybrids and not just
endorse choices made by
other systems. It is a
matter of opportunity.

Cfm. thmum ANO ITS INFUIENCE ON
MODERN HYBRIDS

kf Cliff Hutdilng*
n the first book of Cym. Gottianum (x

List of insigne)M Orchid Hybrids Wiganianum (x
there are listed twenty
three hybrids with Cym.
E b u r n e o - l o w i a n u m a s
one parent. Among these
a r e s o m e q u i t e
interesting primary CYMBWIUM I
h y b r i d s s u c h a s 1

F E A T U R E
Cym. Jean Brummitt

(devonmtium x)

Cym. Holfordianum (x
grmidiflomm)

C y m . E b u r n e o -
lowianum (x lowianum)

Many of us have never
s e e n t h e s e i n fl o w e r

although Andy Easton
h a s r e m a d e s o m e a n d

plants of these are still
a v a i l a b l e i f o n e l o o k s
a r o u n d . M o s t a r e o f

special interest only and
w o u l d n e v e r b e
c o n s i d e r e d f o r a n a w a r d
in judging systems of
today.

Because of the large
n u m b e r o f h y b r i d s
around today that have
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Cyrn. eburneum in their
background (over 6.500)
w e w i l l s t a r t w i t h a
rundown on the species
i t se l f , t aken f rom an
article by C & M Baker in
the Nov/Dec 1993 issue of
The Orchid Advocate.

Origin/Habit:
N e p a l t h r o u g h t o

N o r t h e r n I n d i a ,
N o r t h e r n B u r m a a n d
S o u t h e r n Y u n n a n i n
C h i n a .

C l i m a t e :

P r o b a b l e e x t r e m e s o f
35 degrees celsius and 0
degrees celsius.

Light:
2 , 5 0 0 - 3 , 0 0 0 f o o t

candles - reasonable low
light but plants in
cultivation need as much
light in autumn and
winter without burning
the foliage.

Humidity:
80-85% summer, early

w i n t e r - 6 5 - 7 0 % l a t e
winter, early spring.
W a t e r :

Heavy, late spring into
early autumn - decrease
rapidly over one month
to a winter dry period.

F e r t i l i s e r :

H a l f r e c o m m e n d e d
strength, once a week

while plant is in active
growth. Rest Period:
Water greatly reduced for
3 - 4 m o n t h s f r o m l a t e
autumn - early summer.

P l a n t s i z e ;
M e d i u m s i z e d

perennial epiphyte to
6 0 c m t a l l .

P s e u d o b u l b s :
C l u s t e r e d r a t h e r o v o i d

somewhat compressed
a n d a b o u t 1 0 0 m m t a l l .
Not produced annually
but continue to grow in an
indeterminate fashion for
about three years before
a new growth is produced.

L e a v e s :
5 - 7 f r e s h l e a v e s

produced annually that
are about 60cm tall. Each
pseudobulb will produce
a to ta l o f 15-17 leaves
during its active life.
F l o w e r s :

Normally I or 2 per
stem. They are 8-12 cm
across, waxy, long lasting
and very fragrant. Petals
are white or faintly pink,
lip is white with a bright

yellow central and basal
patch on the mid lobe.
T h e m i d l o b e i s

occasionally marked with
pale purple/pink spots
Hybridising notes:

Chromosome count is
2n (40), although Andy
Easton has recently
produced a 4n (80) using
c o l c h i c i n e .

Now that the species
itself has been covered let
us look at a select hybrid
that has been made with
i C y m . E b u r n e o -
lowianum, made by
Vei tch in 1989 and in fac t
the first man made orchid
hybrid produced. The
original Sander's List
names 31 hybrids using
Cym. Eburneo-lowianum
as one parent and among
them one in particular
stands out as a forerunner
to many hybrids. This is
C y m . A l e x a n d e r i
(Ebu rneo - l ow ianum x
i n s i g n e ) . N o w t h e
numbers begin. The
original Sander's List
names 127 hybrids using
Alexanderi including a
c r o s s w i t h G o t t i a n u m
which was named Cym.
E a g l e w h i c h w h e n
backcrossed to Cym.
A l e x a n d e r i a g a i n ,
produced Cym Jungfrau
which is still used today
for cut flower production.

I n 1 9 3 4 A l e x a n d e r i w a s
crossed with Rosanna,
itself being (Alexanderi x
Kittiwake), to create Cym.
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Balkis, which then became
a good breeding parent
producing:

Cym. Whllara (x Auriga)
Cym. Alegria (x Rincon)
Cym. Fred Stewart (Early

Bird X)

Cym. Amy Stuart (x
Coronado)

Cym. Baldoyle (x Mission
Bay)

Cym.Even ing S tar
(pumilumx)

With Cym. Evening Star
we now have Cym.
ebumeum showing up in
miniature and novelty
l i n e s .

In 1918 Cym. Alexanderi
was crossed with Cym.
grandiflorum making the
hybrid Cym. Pearl which
was then used with Cym.
Windsor {erythrostylum x
Louis Sander) to create
Cym. Rincon. Interestingly
enough Cym. Louis Sander
is (Alexanderi x Ceres).
Cym. Rincon is a very
much used and success fu l

parent and has produced
among others Cym. Solana
Beach (x Atlantes) and
Cym. Via Del Playa (Solana
Beach x). Once again Cym.
Atlantes is (Alexanderi x
erythrostylum).

Another cross using Cym.
Alexanderi (x Vesta), Vesta
being (Alexanderi x
insigne) created Cym.
Olympus and then Cym.
Olympus crossed with
Cym. pumUium gives us Cym,
Olymilum used in novelty
and miniature breeding.
Cym. Olympus crossed
with Cym Pauwelsii {insane
X lowianum) gave us Cym.
Babylon and a number of
other legendary hybrids
including Cym. Clarisse
C a r l t o n ( C a m b r i a x
Babylon), Cym Oriental
Legend (pumi lum x
Babylon),Cym. Buigundian
(Remus x Babylon) and
Cym Cleo Sherman
(Alexanderi x Babylon).

So all these well known
cymbidiums, and of course
many more, all go back to
having Cym. ebumeum in
their background. But can
you really ebumeum in
these plants? However the
m a i n f a c t s o f e b u m e u m
when used in hybridising
a r e :

— l o w e r s t h e f l o w e r
c o u n t

—usually does not pass
on its fragrance

— m u 11 i - s p i k i n g
properties.

Howeve r, t ha t mas te r
hybridiser Andy Easton
maintains that once past
the forth generation the
influence of ebumeum is
virtually non existent. In
o t h e r w o r d s t h e o t h e r
species dominate.

PARENTS THAT HAVE PRODUCED QUAUTY
MINIATURE CVMBIDIUMS OVER THE PAST

TEN VEARS

w
hen looking

f o r

by Alf Day removed from the species
h a v e b e e n d i f fi c u l t t o

V y successful cymbidiums it becomes find. Species themselves
parents in the hybridising apparent that clear predominate as the
of truly miniature breeding lines far parents in the production
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of quality miniatures
a w a r d e d u n d e r t h e
c u r r e n t C S A a w a r d

system. This is not
surprising when one
considers the criteria for
j u d g i n g m i n i a t u r e
cymbidiums specifies that
a plant must have known
dwarf species in its
primary or secondary
parentage. Is this rule
restricting hybridisers in
developing breeding
lines for truly miniature
plants beyond second
gene ra t i on spec ies
parentage?

During the course of
this research due note was
taken of earlier articles in
T h e O r c h i d A d v o c a t e
pertaining to miniature
species and miniature
cymbidium breeding by
P a t R o w l a n d s , C l i v e
Halls, Andy Easton, and
Ray Dix and also of
interest was the Bermagui
story by Grant Cole. In
t h e s e a r t i c l e s t h e
p r i n c i p l e s a n d
r e q u i r e m e n t s o f
miniature breeding were
clearly stated. It is always
interesting to dig back
into The Orchid Advocate
f o r i n f o r m a t i o n a n d
t h e s e a r t i c l e s a r e a s
relevant today as when
w r i t t e n .

The two predominant
species used have been
pumilum and devonianum
a n d t h e s e h a v e b e e n
combined to make Miss
M u f f e t w h i c h w h e n

c o l c h i c i n e t r e a t e d i s
unrivalled as a parent of
quality miniatures. Mimi
(pumilum x Doris Aurea)
registered in 1961 is
probably the oldest
min ia ture hybr id to
continue to appear in
modern breeding and
other species that have
made an appearance in
awarded p lants are
ensifol ium, maddidum,
suave, canal icu la tum,
sinense and kanran .

Early popularity rested
with pumilum as the
favoured dwarf species
parent but this role has
been taken over recently
by devonianum with a
n u m b e r o f s u c c e s s f u l
crosses. Included in these
are Bermagui (Negrito x
devonianum) 'Charlie' B/
C S A , ' A n n a M a r i e ' B /
CSA, and 'Winnie' S/CSA,
a n d B r o o k S t r e e t
'Featherhiir (Mayfair x
devonianum) B/CSA.
D e v o n F l u t e ' C h a r m e r '
( M a g i c F l u t e x
devonianum) B/CSA has a

touch of another species
in magic Flute (Blue
Pacific X kanran).

R e c e n t a w a r d e d

pumilum hybrids include
L i t t l e B i t ' P a l a P a l a '
(Taboo X pumilum) B/
CSA, Olymilum 'Ivory Elf
(pumilum x Olympus) B/
CSA, and Sarah Jean
'Vapour' (pumilum x
Sleeping Beauty) which
received a recent CA/CSA
but other cul t ivars have
been recognised.

Miss Muffet "Julie' 4n
(devonianum X pumilum)
CA/CSA is an example of
t h i s s u c c e s s f u l c r o s s
although 'Agate' 4n has
been used as a parent
more successfully by Andy
Easton. Examples are
Magic Muffet 'Tatsui'
(Magic Flute x Miss
Muffet) B/CSA, and Tbpo
Gigio 'Louella' (Mighty
Mouse X Miss Muffet) B/
C S A . L a n g l e y e n s e
(devonianum x lowianum)
when combined with Miss
Muffet has produced
good results for Andy
E a s t o n . A n o t h e r M i s s
Muffe t c ross success fu l
with awards is Brown Ale
(Showgirl X Miss Muffet)
having an additional
injection pumilum from
Showgirl.

Other recently awarded
miniatures having species
other than pumilum or
d e v o n i a n u m a d d e d
inc lude f rcm s inense,
Minnehaha (sinense x
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devonianum) 'Cha Cha' B/
CSAand 'Shizue Kage' B/
C S A . T h e s t r a i g h t
species sineme "Summer
Pa lace ' B /csa was a lso
r e c o g n i s e d , f r o m
canaliculatum, Chiisana
(Mimi X canaliculaturn)" Kristen' B/CSA, 'Kawaii'

B / C S A a n d ' H i s a k o ' B /
CSA, the straight species
c a n a l i c u l a t u m ' C i n n a b a r '
B / C S A w a s a l s o

recognised, and from
m a d i d u m , C r i c k e t
'Cascade' {devonianum x
madidum) received a B/
C S A .

Two other dwarf species
o f n o t e t h a t w e r e

recognised with awards
recently were ensifolium
alba 'S is te r ' B /CSA and
forrestii 'Amanda' B/CSA.

During investigation of
a w a r d e d m i n i a t u r e s i t
became clear that grexes

C Y M B I D I U M

F E A T U R E

a w a r d e d u n d e r t h e
miniature category were
also awarded as novelties,
indicating that some
cultivars were too large
either in flower or foliage
t o b e j u d g e d a s
m i n i a t u r e s . T h i s i s
because frequently a
miniature species is
crossed with a larger
flowering hybrid. Larger
plant size is thus inherent
in the cross, even though
some progeny will veer
t o w a r d s m i n i a t u r e .

Perhaps the future of

miniature breeding lies
w i t h t h e s o l e u s e o f
miniature species in
crosses and in this regard
we should have high
hopes for the Asian and
Australian species now
c o m i n g m o r e i n t o
c u l t i v a t i o n t h a n

previously. There also
remains the question of
t h a t r e s t r i c t i v e r u l e

barring any cross with
miniature species in
p a r e n t a g e b e y o n d
g r a n d p a r e n t . I f a
b r e e d i n g l i n e i s
developed producing
t r u e m i n i a t u r e
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i t s h o u l d
be given due recognition
i n t h e m i n i a t u r e

cymbidium category,
surely.

\\ it a tad tint
for OreMdi i" NZ

\m WE WISH ALL REAOERJ
AU THE BEST

for the festive season^ great orchid

growing for 1997
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size, preferably on a small
plant, otherwise it might
b e c o n s i d e r e d a s m a l l
s t a n d a r d

Cymbidium flower.
Since nearly half of the

registered hybrids to date
d e r i v e f r o m t h e d w a r f

species pumilum, these
will occupy the main part
of the paper. In the space
allotted, only a small
n u m b e r o f t h e s e c a n b e
considered. The typical
brownish red variety of
pumilum has a dwarf habit
a n d fl o r i f e r o u s s e m i - e r e c t
r a c e m e s . T h e l e a v e s a r e
narrow and usually under
one foot in length; the
fl o w e r s a n i n c h o r l e s s i n
w i d t h . T h e r e a r e a
number of varieties, some
with variegated leaves:
one, pumilum variety
album is apple green,
s o m e t i m e s s u f f u s e d w i t h
brown, and with only
light lip markings. Two
c o l o u r f u l v a r i e t i e s a r e

yashima ^ndshiratoma, the
latter owned by Viola and
D o n S a u r e n m a n .

Only two years after
M i n u e t , M c B e a n ' s
O r c h i d s r e g i s t e r e d
Pumander (Louis Sander
X pumilum). Several
c l o n e s o f t h i s c r o s s c a m e
t o C a l i f o r n i a a n d t h e
culiivar, 'Imp' received
a n d A w a r d o f D i s t i n c t i o n
from the Cymbidium
Society for the late Aino
B o w e r . P u m a n d e r
' C r e e i i o a k s ' i s a s i m i l a r

clone. Both are apple
green when flowered in
subdued light, otherwise
a b rown ish su f f us ion mars
t h e c l e a r c o l o u r . O t h e r

early pumilum hybrids,
F l i r t a t i o n ( Z e b r a x
pumilum) and Bo-Peep
{pumilum x Purpureum)
both registered by Fred A.
Stewart, Inc., and Polka
{pumilum x Madeleine)
and Sweetheart {pumilum
X A l e x a n d e r i ' H a m i l t o n -
Smith') by Arno Bower
are justly popular. The
immense specimen of
Flirtation 'Wallingford'
was an eye-opener at a
San Diego show. Soon
a f t e r c a m e o u r c r o s s o f

Fairy Wand {pumilum x
Princess Maria).

P r i n c e s s e M a r i a h a s a

very tall raceme of well-
formed pink flowers that
called a pink hollyhock to
m i n d a n d s e e m e d t h e
i d e a l p a r e n t f o r a
m i n i a t u r e w h e n m a t e d t o

pumilum. This cross as a
whole is consistently good
a n d a n u m b e r o f c l o n e s
h a v e w o n a w a r d s , a n d
many others, I believe,
are just as good. Among

the awards. Fairy Wand
'Ruby Wine' flowered by
S t e w a r t s w o n a n A M f r o m
t h e A m e r i c a n O r c h i d

Society and the Orchid
Digest Corporation as
w e l l a s a B r o n z e
C e r t i fi c a t e f r o m t h e

Cymbidium Society. It is
a very dark wine colour
a n d h a s b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d

among a number of
growers. Fairy Wand
'Mognon' also had a
B r o n z e f r o m t h e

Cymbidium Society and
the cultivars Fairy Whnd
'Santa Maria' (originally
l i s t e d a s c u l t i v a r ' S a n t a
Anita') and 'Bewitched'
r e c e i v e d a w a r d s f r o m t h e
O.D.C. Fa i ry Wand
'Sanremo' is one of my
f a v o u r i t e s b e c a u s e o f i t s

deep rose colour and
s m a l l e r t h a n u s u a l
fl o w e r s . T h e c o l o u r s o f

Fairy Wand range from
light pink to deep wine.
The majority of them
h a v e t a l l r a c e m e s w e l l
above the foliage.

Pipeta {pumilum x
Spartan Queen) also
c o m e s i n b e a u t i f u l w i n e
s h a d e s . I t i s a n

origination of Mrs. Mary
B e a I r e l a n d . T h e c u l t i v a r

'Mary Bea' won a Bronzefrom the Cymbidium
S o c i e t y. P a t h fi n d e r
{pumilum x Cariga),
registered by Dr. Lee
Lenz, has produced many
good clones, one of whichis Pathfinder 'Marjorie'
owned by Mr Leonard
Brummitt of England.
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T h e D o s P u e b l o s
c r o s s e s A l i c e W i l l i a m s

(pumilum x Shina Black),ibm Thumb {pumilum x
Coronado) and Mary
Pinchess {pumilum x
Pajaro) have received a
good share of awards.

Mimi (pumilum x Doris
Aurea 'Cardinal') of which
the 'Sandalwood' cult ivar
i s o u t s t a n d i n g , i s
e s p e c i a l l y a d m i r e d
because of its unusual lip.
On presenting it for an
award last year, I was told
that it lost Ijy half a point.
True or not, it is one of
the most sought for
m i n i a t u r e s i n o u r
col lect ion and has been
illustrated in the English
publication. Selected
Orchidaceous Plants by Roy
a n d A n n G r u b b . S o m e

seedlings of this cross had
deformed flowers on first
flowering and I have
heard of ̂ noiherpumilum
cross with a red flower as
one parent that also had
deformed flowers. So far,
the genetical reason, if
s u c h i t i s , i s n o t
u n d e r s t o o d . M i m i
'Sandalwood' shows no
sign of this defect over a
period of years.

O u r c r o s s ' C e l a d o n '
{pumi lum x Rusk in
'Majestic') is of note that
nearly all the clones
flowered to date have
been light green, a few
being tan. The pumilum
parent was the type brown

variety, while the Ruskin
was green. From the
evidence, i t looks as
though pumilum is more
or less colour recessive,
although some varieties
of pumilum have green
t o n e s . I t s e e m s n o t t o
m a t t e r v e r y m u c h
w h e t h e r t h e b r o w n o r t h e
a l b u m f o r m i s u s e d a s a

parent, for the second
parent usually dominant
for colour. Indeed, there
are white and near white
cult ivars of Fl i r tat ion as
well as Evening Star
' S n o w b a l l ' . B o t h , I
believe, were bred from
the brown pumilum.

Cherry Blossom which
had the hrownpumilum as
one parent, was mated to
the very colour dominant
white SYiQcxtserythrostylum.
The resulting hybrids are
s m a l l e d i t i o n s o f
erythrostylum in tints of
white pale pink. The
f o r m o f fl o w e r a n d
c o l o u r f u l l i p s a r e
evidently derived from
erythrostylum. Filigree
(Dingleden x pumilum) is
strongly influenced by the
devonianum parent of

Dingleden, both as to its
flowers and pendent to
semipendent habit of
r a c e m e . T h e f a c t t h a t

pumilum appears so
colour recessive gives
much leeway in the
c h o i c e o f t h e s e c o n d

parent to secure variety of
colour in the offspring.

W e n o w c o m e t o t h e

polyploid miniatures
w h i c h I h a v e c a l l e d

polymins. In two crosses
of Dr. Lee Lenz, Oriental
Legend {pumi lum x
Babylon 'Castle Hill') and
Evening Star pumilum x
Balkis) there is improved
form and substance of the
flowers. Although the
size of the flowers is larger
than in the diploids, it is
n o t s o g r e a t a s t o
el iminate them from the
miniature class. Many
awards were given to
these two crosses, as many
as six, I believe, at one
m e e t i n g o f t h e
Cymbidium Society. It
early appeared that
Oriental Legend was a
freer bloomer, but this
may have been due to the
slower maturity of the
Evening Star. Among
Orienta l cu l t ivars shown
by Stewart's were Oriental
Legend 'Fairy Jewels'
which received a Bronze
C e r t i fi c a t e f r o m t h e
Cymbidium Society and
Oriental Legend 'Fairy
C h a r m ' w h i c h r e c e i v e d
the Bronze award f rom
the Cymbidium Society as
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w e l l a s a n H C C f r o m t h e
O r c h i d D i g e s t
C o r p o r a t i o n . T h e
c u l t i v a r ' C i n n a m o n ' w o n
a c o v e t e d A M f r o m t h e
O r c h i d D i g e s t
C o r p o r a t i o n a n d a
B r o n z e C e r t i fi c a t e f r o m
the Cymbidium Society.

A recent polymin to
fl o w e r i s o u r c r o s s
Pinafore {pumilum x
P a u w e l s i i ' C o m t e d e

Hemptinne'). Only four
s e e d l i n g s , t o m y
knowledge, have flowered
to date, all being pale
yellow to gold. Pinafore
'Sai lor Boy' has an
upright spike with yellow-
gold flowers. These
Dowers were very long
lasting. There appear to
be two types of seedlings;
those characterized by
strong growth, and others
t h a t a r e m u c h s m a l l e r . I t
will be interesting to
compare both types in
flower to see i f there is a
c o r r e l a t i o n w i t h t h e

growth habit.
A r e c e n t e x c i t i n g

deve lopment is the
Dowering of the so-calletl
s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n
pumilum hybrids. The
l a t e A i n o B o w e r m a d e a
number of crosses using
s e v e r a l c l o n e s o f
Sweetheart with large-
Dowered types. Many
.seedlings were excellently
grown and Dowered by
M r P a u l M i l l e r w h o
e x h i b i t e d t h e m f o r
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awards which they won
with acclaim. Among
these are Gareth (Nereid
X S w e e t h e a r t ) H C C /
O.D.C, K ing Ar thur
'Merl in ' (Sweetheart x
Nila), a Bronze from the
Cymbidium Society, King
A r t h u r ' G e m S t o n e ' ,
Lynette (Blue Smoke x
Sweetheart), and Pelleas
'Zuma' (Sweethear t x
Claucis) HCC/ODC and
A O S . A n o t h e r c r o s s

Showgirl (Sweetheart x
Alexanderi) was in one
c a s e m a d e w i t h
A l e x a n d e r i ' H a m i l t o n -
S m i t h ' a n d i n a n o t h e r
w i t h A l e x a n d e r i ' W e s t o n -
birt'. Showgirl 'Zuma'
and Showgirl 'Dawn',
both , I be l ieve, were
d e r i v e d f r o m A l e x a n d e r i
' H a m i l t o n - S m i t h ' .

A number of breeding
characteristics of̂ pumilum,
as well as the growth
habits of its hybrids may
be briefly stated:

1. While pumilum has
given seed when its
pollen is applied to the
larger Dower, the chances
of success appear much

greater when pumilum is
used as the seed-bearing
paren t .

2. A strong dose of
insigne genes in the larger
D o w e r, i n m o s t c a s e s ,
gives an erect raceme to
the progeny.

3. Hybrids of pumilum
show a tendency to Dower
over a period of many
m o n t h s t h a t i s n o t

necessarily related to the
spr ing Dower ing o f
pumilum, nor to the
Dowering period of the
other parent. Indeed, we
have had Fairy Wands in
Dower in every month of
the year.

4 . A s u c c e s s i o n o f
r a c e m e s o n t h e s a m e

plant is not unusual in
hybrids, often a new spike
appearing when another
i s i n f u l l D o w e r . M r s .
P a t r i c i a R o w l a n d h a s h a d
a succession of five spikes
on Fairy Wind 'Elma' that
kept the plant in Dower
f o r s i x m o n t h s .

5. The species pumilum
r e s e n t s g r e e n h o u s e
c u l t u r e h e r e i n S o u t h e r n
California and usually
r e f u s e s t o D o w e r u n l e s s

grown outdoors.
6. Hybrids of pumilum

w i l l D o w e r u n d e r w a r m e r

night conditions than
either pumilum itself or
o t h e r c o o l - g r o w i n g
Cymbidiums.

7 . M r D e G a r m o ' s

experience has shown
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that pumilum hybrids
s t a n d m u c h c o l d w h e n

g r o w n o u t d o o r s i n
S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a .

8. The species pumilum
appears to have limited
c o l o u r d o m i n a n c e .

9. The progeny of
pumilum when mated to
larger flowers, are smaller
than might be expected,
e v e n t o t h e s e c o n d

generation.
10. Many pumilum

hybrids appear to be
sterile; however there are
a few proven breeders.
T h e s e i n c l u d e c l o n e s o f
S w e e t h e a r t , O i s o ,
Camelot, several Fairy
W a n d s a n d n o d o u b t
o the rs . S ince some o f t he

pumilum hybrids are
fragrant, I have been
interested to learn if they
a r e b r e e d e r s . A n u m b e r
o f c l o n e s o f O r i e n t a l

Legend are scented, and
although believed to be
sterile triploids, they are
being tested out of
curiosity to see of they will
b r e e d .

A number of species
other than pumilum have
been employed to breed
miniature Cymbidiums.
Among these is Cymbidium
devonianum. It might be
m e n t i o n e d h e r e t h a t
t h e r e s e e m s t o b e n o

sterility barrier in the
devonianum hybrids as
that found in ihepumilum
progeny. The species

devonianum was among
the first dwarf species to
be hybr id ized. This
species is a medium size
plant with wide petioled
leaves and many-flowered
pendulous racemes. The
fl o w e r s a r e a b o u t t w o
i n c h e s i n w i d t h o f

greenish brown, the lip
heavily covered with
purplish brown. This
species is very dominant
for co lour, pendant
raceme and lip pattern.
There are exceptions as in
the case of Vogelsang
{devonianum x insigne) and
o ld hybr id recen t l y
remade by McBean's
Orchids. Here, insigne,
usually very dominant for
erect racemes, has made
a hybrid with semi-erect
racemes of fawn pink.
Dingleden (Alexanderi x
devonianum) and Jean
Brummitt [devonianum x
ehureum) have white or
near white parents on one
side, but the clones that I
h a v e s e e n o f t h e s e t w o
crosses are all fairly dark
with pendent spikes.
H o w e v e r , i n C a m e o ,
w h e n d e v o n i a n u m i s b r e d

w i t h t h e d o m i n a n t

species erythrostylum, the
colour of the progeny is
white to light pink and
t a n s . I n o n e o f o u r n e w
c r o s s e s . C r i c k e t
[devonianum x madidum)
the app le g reen o f
madidum seems entirely
l o s t f o r t h e fl o w e r s a r e
b r o w n a n d m u c h s m a l l e r
t h a n m o s t d e v o n i a n u m
c r o s s e s . M r s . I r e l a n d ' s
cross Sola (Cota x Jean
B r u m m i t t ) c o m e s i n
browns, tans and greens
with pendent spikes. The
hybrids of devonianum, as
well as devonianum itself,
a r e b e s t fl o w e r e d
o u t d o o r s i n S o u t h e r n
C a l i f o r n i a .

The summer flowering,
fragrant species msiyb/mm
h a s b e e n c o l l e c t e d i n a
n u m b e r o f v a r i e t i e s w i t h
colours ranging from
light cream, to yellow and
green. Some varieties are
clear coloured, but many
h a v e r e d - b r o w n l i n e s a n d
s u f f u s i o n . T h e fi n e

variety unge kwanon,
concolor cream, appears
to me to be iden t i ca l w i th
the species shoshin, which
is probably a form of
ensifolium. The ensifolium
raceme is generally erect
and this trait is usually
c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s

offspring. Peter Pan
[ensifolium x Miretta) is a
D o s P u e b l o s c r o s s . T h e
c u l t i v a r ' G r e e n s l e e v e s '
w o n a n H C C f r o m t h e
A O S a n d O . D . C f o r i t s
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owner, Lloyd De Garmo.
It is noted for its lovely
green flowers and very
t a l l w e l l - fl o w e r e d
r a c e m e s . A r e c e n t c r o s s
of ours, Kim {ensifolium x
Pearl 'MastifT') is very
similar. An advantage of
ensifolium as a parent,
a s i d e f r o m i t s e r e c t
raceme, is the tendency
of its hybrids to flower in
late summer and fal l . A
late cross of Stewart's,
Korintji {ensifolium x
Rangoon) has interesting
flowers in tints of yellow.
Among several cultivars
s h o w n a t t h e l a s t f a l l
Arboretum show, one was
a w a r d e d .

The species tigrinum is
v e r y d w a r f w i t h
pseudobulbs the size of a
w a l n u t a n d a b o u t a s
wrinkled. The leaves are
s m a l l b u t w i d e , t h e
flowers are fairly large for
the size of the plant of
yellowish-green, being
about two inches in width.
The modern crosses by
Stewart's include Tiger
T a i l { ^ t i n u m x
Alexanderi 'Westonbirt'),
Tiger Hunt {tigrinum x
Nam Khan) and Tiger
C u b ( E s m e r e l l a x
tigrinum). These plants
are fairly large as are the
flowers. Considering the
small size tigrinum, one
would say it is recessive
for p lant s ize . The
flowers o f the firs t two,
being polymins, are
generally of a clear

yellow. An older cross in
our collection is Jewel
(Pauwelsii x tigrinum).
The flowers are starry of
deep yellow-green.

A rather ubiquitous
species, dayanum (syn.
simonsianum) is found
f r o m S i k k i m t o S u m a t r a
and it appears that the
a r e a f r o m w h i c h i t w a s
col lected determines the
season of flowering. Our
plants came from the
Philippines from about
5 0 0 0 f e e t e l e v a t i o n a n d
flower in December and
January, while those from
n o r t h e r n h a b i t a t s fl o w e r
ear l ie r in the season. The
d u l l w h i t e fl o w e r s a r e
st^irry shaped with the
petals almost clasping
forward, as do so many of
the Asian species of
C y m l P J i u m . M r D e
Garmo'>^ /̂ ayanum variety
tartar C'CM/ODC 1963
was grown from a three-
bulb import to a ten-inch
container in 10 years
without any dormant
bulbs. The persistent
leaves of dayanum permit
the plant to grow to a

large size while retaining
t h e l e a v e s o n a l l t h e
pseudobulbs.

We have two hybrids of
dayanum, Amethyst with
C h a r m a n d L a v a l l i e r e
with Fairy Princess. Both
have long leaves, rather
starry flowers but flatter
than dayanum. Amethyst
has co lou rs t rue to i t s
n a m e , w h i l e t h o s e o f
L a v a l i e r e a r e l a v e n d e r
pink. Both crosses are
distinguished by their
graceful, many-flowered
racemes, which on a
specimen plant are very
a t t r a c t i v e .

T h e t h r e e A u s t r a l i a n
species, canaliculatum,
madidum (syn. iridifolium)
and suave have very small
flowers, less than an inch
in width. The flor i ferous
r a c e m e s a r e v e r y
beautiful and, I fear, like
the prophet, are not
appreciated in their own
country. The strain of
canaliculatum sparkesii has
thick leathery leaves of
grey-green. The flowers
appear almost black in
t h e b u d a n d o n fi r s t
opening, then turning to
a deep maroon. There
a r e a n u m b e r o f v a r i e t i e s
of canaliculatum; some
having much green, some
having flower segments
bordered with green, and
at least one that has a tan

b a c k g r o u n d w i t h
s p e c k l e d s p o t t i n g .
Coming from different
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a r e a s f r o m d e s e r t s t o

t r o p i c a l N o r t h
Queensland, varieties
should be grown with
the i r na t i ve hab i t a t s i n
m i n d .

H y b r i d i z a t i o n o f
canaliculatum is not always
easy, bu t we have
s e e d l i n g s w i t h
devonianum, pumilum,
Lyoth and others.

The apple green form
of madidum as wel l as the

yellowish variety leroyi
have pendulous racemes
with many flowers. The
pseudobulbs are very
large and almost conical.
The leaves are long and
wide and of bright green
c o l o u r . M r s . I r e l a n d h a s
fl o w e r e d a n u m b e r o f
m a d i d u m c r o s s e s w i t h
large-flowered parents.
T h e p l a n t s , m u c h
r e d u c e d i n s i z e f r o m t h e
madidum parent, are
distinguished by their
long arching racemes and
flowers in tints of yellow
and green. These include
I m p i s h , M i t z i a n d
T o r e t t e . O u r c r o s s o f
devonianum with madidum
has many small brown
fl o w e r s t h a t e a r n e d i t s
name. Cr icket .

CymbidiumsMave, one of
the l eas t known o f t he
Australian species, is a
little jewel in tints of
green and yellow. It
blooms profusely in its
n a t i v e h a u n t s i n t h e b u s h
a n d i s s a i d t o b e a

wonderful sight when in
flower at the tops of trees.
The growth of the plant
is most peculiar for a
Cymbidium, it having no
pseudobulbs, with narrow
leaves in tu f ts tha t a lmost

give the appearance of a
c l i m b e r i n t h e s u c c e s s i o n
of growths. The flowers
a r e s o m e w h a t s i m i l a r t o
t h o s e o f m a d i d u m . W e
have seedlings of suave
w i t h m a d i d u m a n d w i t h

pumilum. The season of
flowering of the three
species is in spring with
canal iculatum being
e a r l i e s t , m a d i d u m n e x t
and suave latest.

T h e C y m b i d i u m
suavissimum (no connection
with suave), is so far as I
know, represented by a
single clone that has
b e e n i n t h e
C h a r l e s w o r t h c o l l e c t i o n
in England for at least
30 years. Not much is
known of its origin, but
having recently flowered,
its value as a parent of
miniature Cymbidiums
w a s r e a l i z e d a n d i t w a s
f e a t u r e d i n r e c e n t

n u m b e r s o f t h e O r c h i d
Review by the editor, Mr
B l o w e r s . T h e fl o w e r s
resemble pumilum, but
there the similarity ends
for suavissimum has very
long racemes on a fairly
l a r g e p l a n t . S i n c e
s u a v i s s i m u m h a s n e v e r
had the baptism of the
b o t a n i s t s a s a v a l i d

species, we wonder if it
could be a hybrid. Often
mentioned as having an
A w a r d o f M e r i t f r o m t h e

R o y a l H o r t i c u l t u r a l
Society, there appears to
b e n o r e c o r d o f t h i s
award. From the reports
o f t he flower i ng o f
s u a v i s s i m u m i n v a r i o u s

periodicals, it would
appear to be an autumn
b o o m e r .

A few other species that
have been hybridized
include niveo-marginaium
f r o m C h i n a a l l i e d t o
e n s i f o l i u m a n d h o o s a i .
M r W i l l a r d G r a v e s h a s a

lovely rose coloured
hybrid with Cymbidium
John Blowers named
Chanticlear. Mrs. Ireland
has a cross of hoosai wi th
Rio Rita 'Radiant', a deep
r e d t h a t h a s l o s t t h e
clasping petals oihoosai to
give a well-formed flower.
Two Asian species,
f o r m o s a n u m a n d
lancifolium with similarly
shaped flowers with
f o r w a r d i n c l i n a t i o n o f t h e

petals, are somewhat
difficult to hybridize, but
Mr De Garmo has a c ross

Page 1 56 The last in its current form of ORCHIDS IN NEW ZEALAND



w i t h G r e e n w o o d o n
formosanum in the early
seedling stage. Because
of formosanum's narrow
leaves and dwarf habit, it
seems an ideal parent for
m i n i a t u r e s . A s i m i l a r

species, but even dwarfer,
is virescens with solitary
green flowers. It has been
crossed vfithpumilum, but
the first flowering was
somewhat disappointing,
f o r t h e fl o w e r s w e r e o f
d r a b c o l o u r a n d w e r e
hidden in the foliage.
Recently a polymin of
v i r e s c e n s w i t h B a l k i s h a s
shown improvement with
well-shaped flowers on a
raceme above the foliage.
This probably points the
d i r e c t i o n t h a t c a n b e
followed for satisfactory
hybrids of virescens.

The species longifolium
and elegans (the latter also
referred to the genus
Cyperorchis) are both
f o u n d i n N o r t h e r n I n d i a
w i t h G a m m i e a n u m w h i c h
is bel ieved to be a natural

hybrid of the two. The
three Cymbidiums were
growing beautifully in
hanging baskets outside
o u r h o t e l w i n d o w i n

Darjeeling, India, in
O c t o b e r . I d o n o t k n o w
the temperature, but the
nights were very cold.

T h e c o r i a c e o u s - l e a v e d

Cymbidiums must be
treated briefly. These
s p e c i e s a r e v e r y
interesting and because
of their many similarities.

they are di fficult to
i d e n t i f y . W e h a v e
attempted to collect as
many as possible and feel
that we may have the
l a r g e s t c o l l e c t i o n
anywhere. One species
that presents the most
problems is aloifolium,
which, so far as I have
seen, at least a dozen so
labe l l ed c lones have been
s i m u l a n s o f R o l f e . O n e

species of this group is the
rare atropurpureum which
w e h a v e c r o s s e d w i t h t h e

hybr id Lyoth. Other
species in this group are
bicolor, finlaysonianum,
pubescens and pendulum.
T h e l a s t m e n t i o n e d i s

distinguished by pointed
leaves, while most of the
o t h e r s h a v e b l u n t l e a v e s

usually notched at the tip.
A c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e o f
simulans is the vert ical red
l i n e s o n t h e f r o n t l o b e o f
the lip. I might say that I
a m n o t c o n v i n c e d t h a t

aloifolium and simulniLs are
n o t o n e a n d t h e s a m e

species.

The c ross Pa t r i c i a Anne

{aloifolium x Dryad) was
registered by Mr Norris
P o w e l l a n d i s r a t h e r

widely grown in Southern
C a l i f o r n i a . I t b e c o m e s a

large plant before it
flowers and if space is
a v a i l a b l e , i s w o r t h
growing for its attractive
flowers of white to pink.
Nearly all the hybrids of
this group make large
p l a n t s a d a p t e d t o
hanging pot or basket
culture. Because many of
the parent species are
from regions of high
night temperatures, their
hybrids may flower in
p laces where coo l -
growing Cymbidiums are
d i fl l c u l t t o fl o w e r . T h i s i s

being tested in Florida,
Rangoon, the West Indies
and Singapore.

In closing I would like
to suggest that we strive
f o r m o r e v a r i e t y i n
miniature Cymbidiums
and not feel that our goal
i s t o a c h i e v e a r u b b e r

stamp replica of larger
awarded Cymbidiums. I
b e l i e v e t h a t t o o m u c h
s a m e n e s s w i l l i n t i m e
b r e e d d i s i n t e r e s t . D a v i d

Grayson in "Adventures
in Contentment" opines
t h a t w e a r e i n c l i n e d " t o

worship standardization".
Greenoaks A rcad ia ,

C a l i f o r n i a
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

I n 1 9 9 4 t h e M a n n a l o f
A w a r d J u d g i n g w a s
revised. Such a step is
b o u n d t o c a u s e a w h o l e

heap of discussion and
controversy. It is hunian
nature to resist change and
some o f us sc ream l oude r
and longer than others.
However if the changes do
stand the test of time they
become the norm, and the
s c r e a m s d i e o f f t o b e
r e b o r n w h e n t h e n e x t
changes come uj). Wliy
make changes you may
ask? It is important for
judges to keep an up to
date awareness of trends iit

hybridising so that judging
standards and criteria keej)
abreast. Ilybridisers make
changes to s t r i ve fo r
improvement to (he i r
breeding lines with the
expectation of recognition
by judges, exhibitors and
the general buying public,
and it is important that any
judging system is also riglit
i n a m o n g s t t h i s
i n t e r a c t i o n .

The most interesting
change to the revised
manua l i s t he i n t r oduc t i on

BY RAY DIX
o f t h e n e w c l a s s o f
I n t e r m e c l i a t e

Cymbidiums. These are
my personal thoughts on
t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h i s n e w
class and the interplay with
the Novelty Cymbidium
class.

Thetx ' is s t i l l c r i t ic ism of
the need for the new class
o f I n t e r m e d i a t e

Cymbidium. But standard
cymbidiums were getting
bigger, a very wide range
of novelty cymbidiums
were getting awarded, and
a laige number of well
formed cymbidiums were
appearing which because
of their breeding were
compact, accej)ted and
admired by many, but fell
into a no category iiole.
W i t h t h i s n e w c l a s s
i n t r o d u c t i o n c o m e s a l s o

C Y M B I D I U M

F E A T U R E

changes to Novel ty
Cymbidium criteria which
supports truly novel types
of cymbidium with dwarf
parentage.

I N T E R M E D I A T E

C Y M B I D I U M S

C l a s s i fi c a t i o n i s t o

encourage and recognise
t h e m o r e c o m p a c t
flowering cymbidiums with
classical form. I t is not for
poor ly grown s tunted
standard cymbidiums and
dwarf parentage is not
rctpi i red al though not
i ) a r r e d .

Form has exactly the
s a m e c r i t e r i a a s f o r
s tandard cymb id iums
including the open star
shaped form and a new
oval type form, added to
both categories since last
r e v i s i o n o f t h e m a n u a l .
Seventy five percent of the
available points for form
are required before an
awaixl is granted. With 36
points out of a total of 100
f o r f o r m a s f o r s t a n d a r d

cymbidiums, form quality
is important and good
balance and symmetry is
stressed. Clearly a small
standard flower is sought
for th is c lass ificat ion .
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Colour has also exactly
t h e s a m e c r i t e r i a a s f o r
standard cymbidiums with
7 5 % o f t h e a v a i l a b l e 3 6

points necessary before an
award is given so again it
i s c l e a r t h a t a s m a l l
standard cymbidium is
sought.

Floriferousness of spike
and plant gives discretion
to the judge in'that one or
more spikes are allowed
according to the size of the
plant and actual numbers
o f fl o w e r s i s n o t d e fi n e d

beyond the statement that
a r e a s o n a b l e n u m b e r
should be present. This
departs significandy from
s t a n d a r d c y m b i d i u m
cri ter ia which has an exact
n u m b e r o f p o i n t s
according to the number
of flowers on the spike to
be judged. Size of the
flower i s no t sco red a t a l l
un l i ke c r i te r ia fo r s tandard

cymbidiums which has a
precise point chart to
match flower size. My
personal view on the size
r a n g e a p p l i c a b l e f o r
i n t e r m e d i a t e s i s f o r a
m a x i m u m s i z e o f a b o u t
1 0 c m . I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e

appearance of the flowers
relative to the total plant is
the guide in this section of
pointing.

Spike habit and flower
arrangement criteria for
intermediates are the same
a s f o r s t a n d a r d

cymbidiums with flowers
ideally clear of foliage and
well presented on the
spike. Spikes can be

upright or arching but
pendulous spikes are not
catered for in this category.

S u b s t a n c e a n d t e x t u r e
a r e t h e s a m e f o r b o t h
i n t e r m e d i a t e a n d s t a n d a r d

cymbidiums so pointing in
the latter three categories
are identical. However, the
last scoring category for
intermediate cymbidiums,
t h a t o f c h a r m a n d
distinction, is not pointed
in standard cymbidium
judging. Charm and
distinction is a phrase
d i f fi c u l t t o d e fi n e . I t

requires something of a
s e n s e o f t h e a r t i s t i c o f

judges, an ability to
approve of the whole plant
as a balanced entity which
is special and pleasing.
Therefore no cut spikes are
judged in the criteria for
judging an intermediate
cymbidium.

N O V E L T Y
C Y M B I D I U M S

C l a s s i fi c a t i o n i s f o r
m i n i a t u r e t y p e
cymbidiums which are not
necessarily miniature in
growth or flower habit and
would not qualify under
m i n i a t u r e c y m b i d i u m

c l a s s i fi c a t i o n . T h i s

wording straight out of
Ireland no doubt, is rather
h a r d t o b e d e fi n i t e a b o u t .
Suffice to say that plant or
flower size can range from
miniature upwards but
t h e r e m u s t b e d w a r f

species in the parentage.
A wider range of form

types is now acceptable for
n o v e l t i e s b u t w i t h a n
accent on symmetry and
balance and pleasing
proportion the importance
of form is still present, and
7 5 % o f t h e a v a i l a b l e 2 0
points needs to be scored
before an award is granted.
N e v e r t h e l e s s i t d o e s
appear that truly novel
cymbidiums can fit intothis category providing
that dwarf parentage is
present in the breeding.
Note tha t the word I have
used is novel, not ugly.

Acceptable colours are
now more comple te ly
d e fi n e d f o r n o v e l t y
cymbidiums recognising
breeding trends in colour
r a n g e s . B r i g h t f r e s h
looking colours are still
paramount. As for form,
7 5 % o f t h e a v a i l a b l e 2 0
points must be scored
before an award is possible.
However it is important to
n o t e t h e r e d u c e d v a l u e o f
f o r m a n d c o l o u r f o r
novelt ies compared to
intermediate cymbidiums,
20 points compared to 36
for each category. Another
indication that novel types
o f c y m b i d i u m a r e
e n c o u r a g e d i n t h i s
d a s s i fi c a t i o n .
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A s f o r i n i e r m e d i a t e

cymbidiums the number
of spikes should be in
proportion to size of the
plant so it is a judgment
d i s c r e t i o n . N u m b e r o f
flowers per spike however
is more precise with a
guideline of 12 or more.
Indicative again that novel
types with a heavy flower
count can fi t we l l in to th is
classification, particularly
with 15 available points.
The devonianuin breeding
lines fall readily to mind
as an example.

A r e d u c e d n u m b e r o f

points to five from ten for
s u b s t a n c e a n d t e x t u r e
reduces the importance of
this category again giving
more lenience in Judging
novel cymbidiums.

Spike habit and flower
arrangement has more
succinct wording than
previously to state that
fl o w e r s s h o u l d b e c l e a r o f

foliage be they on upright,
arching or pendulous
s p i k e s , a n d b e w e l l
presented on the spike.
An important criterion
with 15 points available.

Appearance of foliage
also has a relatively high
value of ten points making
it clear that for novelty
cymbidiums the whole
plant is judged, cut flowers
are not accepted.

Increasing the value of
c h a r m a n d d i s t i n c t i o n
from ten to fifteen points
also places the whole plant

under judgment. In a
s i m i l a r w a y a s f o r
intermediate cymbidiums
judges are left to their own
artistic senses to score this

category.

S U M M A R Y

In comparing available
points in the judging
c r i t e r i a f o r i n t e r m e d i a t e
and novelty cymbidiums it
i s c l e a r t h a t t h e r e i s a

greater emphasis on form
a n d c o l o u r f o r
i n t e r m e d i a t e s . To b a l a n c e
this novelties score more in
t h e c o m b i n e d t o t a l f o r
o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f
floriferousness, substance
and texture, spike habit
a n d a r r a n g e m e n t ,
appearance of foliage, and
o v e r a l l c h a r m a n d
distinction. Individually of
t h e s e , s u b s t a n c e a n d
t e x t u r e s c o r e s l e s s f o r
novelties, and there are no
points for appearance of
f o l i a g e a l l o c a t e d f o r
i n t e r m e d i a t e s .

With space limitation
imposed on many growers
these days and a wish by
many to avoid plants that
are too large to lift or
t r a n s p o r t t o s h o w s ,
intermediate and novelty
cymbidiums are two very
important classes within
our judging system. These
cater wel l for the smal l to
m e d i u m fl o w e r i n g
c y m b i d i u m s a n d m y
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e
revised judging criteria for
them a re :

• I n t e r m e d i a t e

cymbidiums - smaller than
standard cymbidiums - no
miniature parentage,
necessarily well formed -
whole plant is judged.

•Novelty cymbidiums -
truly novel types miniature
parentage - medium to
s m a l l fl o w e r s w i t h c h a r m

holding more value than
form - whole plant is
i n d e e d .

Ray Dix
May 1995

( S

GILCHRIST
MICRO

PROPAGATIONS

For Orch id F lasks
a n d

Contract Flask!ng

Phone or wr i te fo r
free price list of

c u r r e n t s t o c k

1 1 S E O N P L A C E
B I R K D A L E

AUCKLAND, N .Z .
P h o n e 0 - 9 - 4 8 3 7 7 3 1

Overseas and commercial
enquiries welcome.
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orchids in flasks but the
following precautions
m u s t b e f o l l o w e d .

Labell ing: Cultures
m u s t b e c a r e f u l l y
i d e n t i fi e d w i t h t h e i r
s c i e n t i fi c n a m e .

C l e a n l i n e s s :
Cultures imported in
growing media must have
been grown in the vessel
i n w h i c h t h e y a r e
imported. The container
must be rigid, clear
plastic or glass.

P h y t o s a n i t a r y
C e r t i fi c a t e ( P C ) : C u l t u r e s
must be accompanied by

a PC, certifying that they
have been inspected in
the country of origin and
a r e f r e e o f a n y
c o n t a m i n a t i n g
organisms.

For plantlets recently
removed from culture the
P C m u s t b e e n d o r s e d
t h a t :

"These plantlets were
r e m o v e d f r o m t h e

o r i g i n a l c u l t u r e
containers in which they
w e r e g r o w n , n o t m o r e
t h a n 4 8 h o u r s b e f o r e

export, and have not
been in contact with any
other growing media".

T h e s e c o n d i t i o n s f o r
importing nursery stock
are in accordance with

N A S S S T A N D A R D
155.02.06 Specification
f o r I m p o r t a t i o n o f
Nursery Stock.

(Reprinted from New
Zealand Orchid Society
Newsletter March 1996).

[gi

Transporting your cymhidiums to
shows

Transpor t i ng you r
cymbidiums to and from
shows i s a lways a
p r o b l e m . T h e l o w
aerodynamic mo to r
vehicle of today has one
major design problem. It
does not easily fit a large

a trailer with a canopy
per fo rms the same
function, although it is
wise to run the trai ler with

slightly lower air pressure
plant with spikes of to minimise the bumpy
flowers one metre or ride. A cymbidium in
more in height . No
w o n d e r t h e s e r i o u s

grower and exhibitor
have adopted vans as

flower usually has very
poor balance — drive
carefully and have your
plants firmly secured.

their preferred style of Quick stops and takeofis
transport. Avan provides and fast cornering are
the necessary height for
a plant to be placed in the
v e h i c l e w i t h s u f fi c i e n t

space to avoid damage to
the blooms. Alternatively

recipes for disaster. (Also
stopping suddenly to
c h e c k r o a d n a m e s i n a n
u n f a m i l i a r a r e a w o u l d
h a v e t h e s a m e e f f e c t .

Sorry about reporting
t h a t H e l e n . W h o k n o w s
that lady in the car
behind may just be an
orchid club member from
s o m e w h e r e a n d w i l l n o w
know just who it was that
frightened the living
daylights out of her!).

An easy way of securing
plants is to obtain a
polystyrene box, turn it
upside down, cut a hole
in the centre equal to the
size of the pot at the base.
Place the pot in the hole
a n d b e c a u s e o f t h e
increasing width of the
pot, it grips securely in
t h e f o a m b o x . ,

[ X j
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Whca^arei
Ordtid
Society

c d d j n a b e s
i i s 2 1 s t

EbrOvday

^I' f ter months of
iclplanning and

worrying whether the wet
weather had delayed the
flowering season, setting
up day arrived. Although
the day was wet, we
n e e d n ' t h a v e w o r r i e d a s
car loads of plants began
arriving. Show Marshal
B r u c e C o v e r s o o n h a d
the workers in organised
groups and by the end of
the day, the hall looked a
grand sight. The main
display in the centre of
the hall was by the
Whangari Orchid Society
w h i c h w a s c o n s t r u c t e d
around a large cake
measuring four metres
square at the base and
reaching a height of four
metres. Other displays
were entered by the Bay
of Islands Orchid Society,
Dargaville Orchid Society
and several pr ivate
member r s a l coves . The
Bay of Islands Orchid
Society whioch won the
cup for the best display,
which also featured a cate

made up of hundreds of
cymbidium flowers all
individually set in tubes.

Friday morning and the
judges had their customary
early breakfast made by
Marie Fmegan and her
h e l p e r s
a n d t h e i r t a s k w a s o v e r
w e l l b e f o r e t h e m a i n
doors were due to open.
T h e B e s t o f S h o w w a s
a w a r d e d t o N o l a
C h i s n a l l ' s D e n d r o c h i l u m
tenellum. This plant was
last year given a cultural
award and this year was
even more magnificant
w i t h i t s t h o u s a n d s o f
flowers in a very even
display around the plant.

Other plants which
caught the eye were
D a v i d W h i t e ' s

Paphiopedilum Julia with
ten flowerss on six spikes,
and Willy and Margaret
Lomas's display of four
Phal. formosum, two of
w h i c h c a m e fi r s t a n d
s e c o n d i n t h e

phalaenopsis class, and
N o l a a n d G o r d o n
C h i s n a l l ' s M a s d e v a l l i a
Reinstall and {Dendrobum
tetragonum x Star of
Cold).

T h e d o o r s o f t h e s h o w

opened Friday at 11 am
and the public entered in
a continuous steady flow
for the next two and half
days, which resulted in
the treasurer being kept
busy and pleased to
announce tha t the door

takings were up five
percent on the previous
year. Whs this the result
of more advertising? The
local papers certainly did
us proud with colour
photographs and a write
up on the front pages of
t h e T h u r d s a y a n d
Saturday editions.

Saturday evenings 21st
birthday dinner was a
great success with 86
m e m b e r s , e x m e m b e r s
and friends attending.
T h e m e a l w a s d e l i c o u s .
President Wally Lomas
welcomed those present
and presented those
f o u n d a t i o n m e m b e r s w h o
a r e s t i l l m e m b e r s o f t h e

society with a certificate
and a ceramic plate
engraved on the back
with "Whangarei Orchid
Soc ie ty Founda t ion
M e m b e r " . T h e a f t e r
dinner speech was given
by the first President of
the Society Mr Rob Smith
w h o s p o k e o f t h e
possibilities of a botanical
garden in Whangarei.

N o w w e h a v e o n t h e
m e m o r i e s o f a v e r y
successful 21st Birthday
s h o w a n d c a n l o o k
f o r w a r d t o t h e n e x t 2 1

years and wonder what
w i l l b e i n s t o r e f o r u s i n
t h e o r c h i d w o r l d .

D a v i d W h i t e
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H C C Jhph ligrintim syn muikuinum 'Kulloitf I - i -ed Zunibuhl
H C C y I 'a l imr i s ton Blue'Al ic ia ' Bernie& Kay Killinyton
H c c : A l m i Syd Wray 'liiwliai' Joyiti: Syd Wray
H C C Asa la john l)e Biase'i'luiu Heart' A l b e r t B l i i n i h a r d t
A M D m (u lh l i r r l um i i ' i i l osMfin ' ID dim) & Kae lames
C C C D m f u l k l i r r h o n i i ' M f t s s u m ' ID (jim) & Kae [amcs
H C C Dij)h flianlhiim 'Mai^^arel' joy & Syd Wray
H C C Masd u i u i n e a ' M a i ' Ross Macdona ld
H C C Dpin t i Mosaic 'l^radise 1 iyer R o n M a u n d e r

H C C ■/. Blue Lake'Nancy Harris' Roy Harris
H C C hiph liKmanitjnum 'ilhi-o-tonya' Selwyn Hairick
H c : c V meiuleii My I^dy' Rairick Kelly
A M c Vaupes Sunrise 'Shannon' Maryarel &: Wally Lonias
c c c ; 1 . piimila 'I'rue' [udith Darliny
H C C D e n Amies Rainhtnv 'Ker i ' I R and S| Wallace
H C C Ihph Ony/ 'Cieeiipeace' Selwyn Hairick
H C C l i k (-athen's ( iasablani e 'Kahukura' Baibara He l-iinie {ohnson
H C C O n r Go lden Ha ives l 'Bu t te rha l l ' N o l a C h i s n a l l
H C c ; D m Graeme Banks 'Ka i i io Gold ' N o l a t i h i s n a l l
H C C I ' h f j ! Unieyisieied Giex 'Spinnaker'

I'hdl (Misty I'l ide x Laifany's Queen)
Nyaire He Stan I'ye

H C C D i u i unijkira 'Baiadise IV.*ilection' Rarad ise Oich ids
H C C C m I'.H/aheth Ann 'Biu kleberiy' Alan He Maureen (>i apes
H C C [Vik Spa< e I'lanet 'Solai I' laie' C h r i s l - i a i u i s

C C C Diph / i^ ioAi i 'Dani i ) ' Ralph Woodhouse
H C C Jiiph Via Quantal 'Sylvia' Lweii & Sylvia IVrrotl
H C C Ihph |oAntie's Wine 'I.itiuid Death' Mr K 1 Goodwin
C C C D m leieltfiilium 'Llsie' Gnienie He Maiyarcl lAindon
H C C I j . liopical (^lii|) 'Spaie lime' Barbara He I'anie jolinsoii
H C C Ihph m i i u m l h u m ' ( k e a n b e a t h ' Bi iati Knticott
C C C M I I M I liiakaii (iandy 'Oteanbeach' B r i an Kn t i co t t
H C C M( l \ i I liiakau (^andy 'Oceanbeach' B r i a n K n t i c o t t

C C C S i i r a i hur lmnnni i 'Oceanbeacl i ' B r i a n K n t i c o t t

H C C l^ i l h i r u h n ' O c e a n b e a c h ' B r i a n K n t i c o t t

H C C D e n nphyllum syn pienmlii 'Melissa' Biddy He Cliil Hair
C C C D e n iipkylluvt syii/a''rrtn/ij 'Melissa' Biddy & Clii) Hair
A M C.ym (aickel ' ( iasi ade' lune Matches
C C C Cym ( a k k e t ' ( i a s i a d e ' |une Matches
H C C D m Zeppelin 'Laitli' K a i t l i H e W o l l G n u i s c h

H C C Cym Sl i c - c l i l awk 'Men io r i a ' l ( >m Monk ' Frank Brijevich
H C C Cym Kiwi Melody'Redvale' R < » s s Tu c k e r

H C C Ihph W i l l i a m Wa i d ' l i i d o r ' l i i d o r O i c h i d s
A M D e n primiilinum 'Aixady' B i d d y & C l i n H a i r
C C C D m piimnlinum 'Aicady' Biddy & ClilTHair
A M h . Mini Rtirple 'iiimami' Bernte& Kay Killinyton
A M I'hmn hrMriie 'Ruapehu' Sc-lwyn Hairick
H C C Cym New Zealand Lndeavour'Choice Ouly' BeiylCalder
H C C I ' ha l l.ivinyston's Love '(iantly' Noeleeii He RobertMcKay
H C C M a u l Rubiion'Biyie' Cl in & Ruth Coles
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c c c D e n amelhystoglossum' judy' Mr M Stringer
H C C D e n Elegant Starlight Tawhai' Syd Wray
A M Dipli micmntkum 'Peter ' Syd Wray
H C C Angest Andys Gift'Jessica' Maigaret&VVally Loinas
H C C Ibpk nuilipnen.se 'Belly' Syd Wray
A D Cym Auntie Mary Kovich 'Haley' Margaret & Whily Lonias
HCC: S a r c a Southern Cross 'Jamie Cee' N o l a C h i s n a l l
H C C S a n v Verolica "N^nilla Ice' No la Ch isna l l
A M Mcuid Bel la Donna 'Pink Mist ' No la Ch isna l l
H C C MtLsd Bel la Donna 'Pink I^ i fect ion' N o l a C h i s n a l l
C B M Diynwanlhns (lavii.s 'Catlins HS' Jean Jenks
H C C Ma-sd M i n a i e t ' D u r i e H i l l ' M Stringer
C C C M u s d Mina re t 'Du r i e H i l l ' M Stritiger
A M M i l l Clive Halls Jessica Mary' E l l en Manson

OxC-RicL ofj- tHe (jeaiL
Alasd. Minaret 'Durie Hill' — M Stringe

Gutfu*,£ ̂ woilcL ojj- tRfc Utai
S H A R E D

Den. teretifolium 'Elsie' — Graeme & Margaret Lundon
and Cym. 'Cricket Cascade' —June Matches

N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
"CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SPECIAL IST '

Seedlings to give results
l i ke the one shown a re

now ready in flasks and
community pots. Also

available are miniatures,
albinos, cut flower and

export variet ies.

F R E E C A T A L O G U E
A V A I L A B L E

Nursery: 23 Parata Street, Waikanae (next door Mitre 10)
Hours - Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season. May - November, the Nursery is open
S u n d a y s & P u b l i c H o l i d a y s P h o n e / F a x 0 - 4 - 2 9 3 6 9 7 7
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AnriTTt

Jan. 10.11,121997
Aprif 13
Sept. 20,21

TARANAKI Central School Hall, IVndarvis Street, New Plyinoiitii.
MANAWATU Senior Citizens Hail, liowen St Heldinj?
LEVIN Hoiwhei iua Col lege Hal l

W I T H O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D C E A S I N G
PUBLICATION AT THE END OF THE YEAR,

P U B L I C A T I O N O F S H O W I N F O R M A T I O N W I L L
O N L Y B E P O S S I B L E I N T H E P L A N N E D

N E W S L E T T E R S O F T H E O R C H I D C O U N C I L . A T
T H I S S T A G E P U B L I C A T I O N D A T E S A N D C O N T A C T

F O R T H E P L A C E M E N T O F T H E I N F O R M A T I O N
A R E N O T A V A I L A B L E B U T I T I S S U G G E S T E D A L L

M AT E R I A L B E S E N T T O T H E S E C R E TA R Y O F
C O U N C I L .

Coniinued from page 136
and enjoy the other varieties that you couldn't grow before and
I hope you get the same pleasure from those orchids that I
h a v e .

A-s I still cannot work but can potter artound, orchids are my
insurance to sanity and I really appreciate all the help and
interest people give me. Thank you.

N E V I L L E H E W I N S O N
I \ ; a r s o n R o a d

R D 9

Whangarei

I have always said that one of the real benefits from orchid growing is
the meeting of people, and the above article only reinfoorces the generous
and caring nature of the majority of orchid growers.

E d i t o r
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Advertising for the
new 1997 Orch id

Council Year Book
ava i lab le soon.

Book your spot
n o w .

De ta i l s ava i l ab le
f r o m t h e

Advertising
C o - o r d i n a t o r

Phone 0-9-235 7133

S u i t o r
Ken &: Patricia Elms

Nursery: Greatford Road Postal: R.D. 1, Telephone: 0-6-322 0966
( S t a t e H i g h w a y 1 ) B U L L S B U L L S E v e n i n g s

NEW ODONT AlilANCE AND PAPHIOPEDILUM SEEDUNGS
Flowering size $15.00 each

Wilsonara Hecker Pass
Odcdm Tiger Hambuhren 'Mieke' 4N x 0dm Goldrausch 'Stonehursf
Oda Mem. Rudolph Pabst x Odcdm Tiger Hambuhren 'Mieke' 4N
Paph (Gouitenianum x wardii) 'Geyseriand' x callosum 'Son of Jac'
Paph Maudiae 'Coloratum' x Onyx 'Geyseriand'
Papah Marsupi 'Old Rose' x Onyx 'Geyseriand'

A l s o a v a i l a b l e :
Ency Bees Knees x aiatum $10

Den Adrian Lonne (Dandy Dame x cancaiicuiatum) $12
Den Queen Cobra x canaiicuiatum $12.00

Asc (Wichot X V. coeruiea) x Vasco Thai Sky $14
FREIGHT CHARGES: NORTH ISLAND $6 SOUTH ISLAND $9 ADDED TO ORDER
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E A R I N A
M I J C R O N A T A

A i Ve i r Z e a l a n d n a t i v e o r e b i d s p e c i m e n
g r o w n a n d p r o u d i y d i s p l a y e d b y i o n g

t i m e We i l i n g t o n o r e b i d p e r s o n a i i t y
D i c k R e i c b e n b a c b » D i c k i s w e i i k n o w n
t o m a n y i o n g t e r m g r o w e r s t b r o n g b b i s

p a s t i m p o r t a t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f
many o reb id p ian ts , ma in iy spec ies^

and b is membersh ip o f o reb id soc ie t ies
i n t b e i o w e r I V o r t b I s i a n d *

Tb is p ian t bas been grown to per fec t ion
for over 30 years in busb peat,

r e g u i a r i y p u t t i n g o n a s u p e r b d i s p i a y
o f t housands o f sma i l f r ag ran t fiowers *

P h o t o P C . T o m l i n s o a


