


Large Planters/Orchid Pots
For shrub and orchid growers we sell a range of larger planters and tubs both
round and square, Some of these versatile planters and tubs are made from
heavy duty recycled plastic and others from virgin material. Both are suitable for
long term plant growth. Saucers are available for most of this range.

CODE DESCRIPTION DIA. HEIGHT VOLUME PB
m m m m l l t r EQUiV

L 4 0 4 L t r Square Planter 1 7 5 1 9 0 4 . 0 P B 6 , 5
L 5 0 5 L t r Round P lan te r 2 1 0 1 7 5 4 . 6 P B 8
L 6 0 8 L t r Round P lan te r 2 4 0 2 0 0 6 . 0 PB 10
L8G 8 L t r Round P lan te r 2 6 5 2 0 0 8 . 0 P B 1 2
1 9 0 9 L t r Round P lan te r 2 6 0 2 3 0 8 . 7
L 1 0 0 1 0 L t r Round P lan te r 2 7 0 2 4 5 9 . 8 PB 18
L 1 2 0 1 2 L t r Round P lan te r 2 9 0 2 4 0 1 1 . 0 PB 28
L 1 5 0 1 5 L t r Round Tub (Orchid) 3 3 0 2 1 0 1 4 . 0
L 1 6 0 1 6 L t r Round P lan te r 3 1 0 2 9 0 1 5 . 0 PB 40
L 1 8 0 1 8 L t r Round Tub (Orchid) 3 4 0 2 3 0 18.T) PB 40
L 2 0 0 2 0 L t r Square Tub 3 8 5 2 5 0 2 0 . 0 -

Mail Orders Welcome - Credit Cards Accepted
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Athco Industries Limited, 19 Rylock Place, Pakuranga Telephone 0-9-576 9091
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' I ^HE Third New
X Z e a 1 a n d

I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d

Expo is over. Palnier.ston
N o r t h r e t u r n s t o n o r m a l .

And you missed it did
you. Well, you missed
o n e o f t h e f r i e n d l i e s t
orchid shows ever, and one
w h i c h r a t e d w i t h t h e b e s t
for the quality of the
plants and displays.
P a t r i c a E l m s a n d t h e
t e a m f r o m t h e l o c a l
s o c i e t i e s a r e t o b e

congratulated for their
efforts and organisation
which deserves nothing
but the highest levels of
praise and thanks. The
green shir ts of the
Manawatu Orchid Society
m e m b e r s w e r e s e e n

everywhere - some
members were even fully
r a d i o c o n t r o l l e d ! B u t
there was a great team
from e l sewhere who made
t h e e v e n t ' t i c k ' t o

perfection. With over 300
registrants from around
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d

overseas, and with most
societ ies present ing

displays, there was
excellent support from
c o m m i t t e d o r c h i d

growers. However, while
I d o n o t k n o w t h e fi n a l

figures, I suspect that the
widely experienced trend

o f l o w e r p u b l i c
a t t e n d a n c e a t o r c h i d
events may have also
occurred with this show,
despite considerable
publicity even including
t h e e x t e n s i v e u s e o f
t e l e v i s i o n a n d r a d i o

advertising. And this
reducing public support
may well be a major
f a c t o r i n t h e d e c i s i o n t o
hold future events such as
t h i s .

T h e s h o w w a s m o s t

graciously opened by the

P a t r o n o f t h e O r c h i d
Council of New Zealand,
D a m e C a t h T i z a r d . H e r

o p e n i n g r e m a r k s
included the gem that
orchid growing was a
" i n t e r e s t o f a l o t o f
nutters!!!" During the
subsequent reception she
c o m m e n t e d \ t h a t s h e
o b t a i n e d t h i s i d e a f r o m

reading this magazine. It
is great to have such
patronage, but now I am
not su re whe ther tha t was
a complement or not. I
am certainly sure that the
c o m m e n t c a n n o t r e l a t e t o

me, so who else does it
refer to? Oh well, I guess
at least it proves one
person reads our efforts.

But that is enough of
t h a t . W h a t d i d t h e e v e n t
have. Well, there were the
c o n f e r e n c e l e c t u r e
s e s s i o n s . N a t i o n a l a n d
international speakers
covered a wide range of
subjects which proved of
i n t e r e s t a n d a s s i s t a n c e t o
all who attended. I hope
that some of the papers
w i l l e v e n t u a l l y b e
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Reserve Champion of the Show
Dendrobium primulinum

Exhibited by B. and C. Hare, Hawkes Bay Photo P. C. Tomlinson

p u b l i s h e d i n t h i s
magazine. All those who
managed to find the
time to get to them will
h a v e e x t e n d e d t h e i r

k n o w l e d g e o n t h e
subjects covered. And
the social events, which
i n c l u d e d t h e f o r m a l
conference dinner (with
i t s m a g n i fi c e n t l y
decorated hams), and
the closing function
which was he ld ins ide the
f e s t i v a l h a l l w i t h a l l t h e
fl o w e r s a l l m o r e t h a n
f u l fi l l e d t h e i r

expectations. This was
the 'friendly conference'
a n d t h e s e e v e n t s

cei la in ly p layed
s i g n i fi c a n t p a r t

an promoting this part of
i n t h e c o n f e r e n c e t o t h e

Arrangement Paphiopedilum Alliance stand
P h o t o P C . To m l i n s o n
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Decorated banquet ham and it tasted nice as well
P h o t o R C . To m l i t t s o n

enjoyment of all who
a t t e n d e d . T h e f a c i l i t i e s

certainly were conducive
to staging a major show.
There was space galore,
a n d t h e m a i n h a l l w a s
well lit, although the
quality of the light did
provide some problems -
b u t m o r e o f t h a t l a t e r .

And the displays...
Well, the time, effort and
imagination that had
been expended was
something in itself. A
la rge number were
certainly well up to the
quality expected in a
major event such a this,
a n d s e v e r a l w o u l d

certainly have held their
o w n e v e n a t e v e n t s s u c h
a s t h e C h e l s e a F l o w e r
S h o w . W h e n o n e

F e s t i v a l H a l l v i e w P a b n e r s t o n N o r t h
P h o t o E C . T o m l i n s o n
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c o n s i d e r e d t h e d i s t a n c e
s o m e h a d b e e n t a k e n
a n d t h e r e s o u r c e s
a v a i l a b l e t o s o m e
s o c i e t i e s a n d
individuals, the resulting
efforts where a major
credit to all those people
involved. Some displays
took over a year in
creation, and the hours
o f w o r k i n v o l v e d w e r e

certainly shown in the
superb final result. It is
always dangerous to pick
f a v o u r i t e s , b u t t h e
Hawkes Bay sea view,
the Whangarei gum
digger, the Taranaki
f o u n t a i n a n d s n o w fi e l d

pleiones, the Otago
s t r e a m , t h e W a i k a t o
mountain view, and the
N e l s o n b a s k e t w e r e

certainly highlights.
But for imagination,
artistic concept and
detail, the Tauranga
display stood out, that
s o c i e t y c e r t a i n l y
m a i n t a i n i n g i t s
reputation following its
tree in Wellington, and
r o c k i n A u c k l a n d . O n e
can only guess what will
they do next time?

And the flowers. Well,
there was everything
that was expected; the
small and the large, all
colours of the rainbow,
single growth plants to
many large specimens.
The quality was suburb.
T h e r e w e r e a l l t h e o l d
favourites and plenty to
cha l lenge prev ious

Bcmie and Kay Killington being congratulated by President of
Orchid Council for exhibiting Grand Champion Bloom

Photo P. C. Tomlinson

Nelson Orchid Society 'basket of goodies'
P h o t o E C . To m l i n s o n
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Expo judging in progress.
P h o t o P C . To m l i n s o n

{^references. There were grower, whether veteran of the {ilants over time,
the old favourite varieties ornovice. /Vnd I am sure The judges had the
but {Dlenty of new to whet there will be more time of their lives over
the aj){)etite of every comment and discussion the Wednesday. Bernie

Left: Norm Porter, Waikanae receiving his prizes.
Below: Waikato Orchid Society display.

P h o t o s E C . To m l i n s o n
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and Kay Killington from
Hawkes Bay exhibited the
Champion Flower of the
Show, w i th the Reserve
Champion also coming
f r o m t h e s a m e a r e a . T h e

champion bloom was Lc
Mini Purple Tamami',
w i t h t h e R e s e r v e

C h a m p i o n b l o o m ,
Dendrobium primulinurn
exhibited by B and C
H a i r .

I u n d e r s t a n d s o m e
1200 plants were entered
i n t o t h e j u d g i n g
computer at the show.
T h e r e w a s a t o t a l o f
around 200 c lasses, for
which some 600 prizes
w e r e a w a r d e d . I d o
w o n d e r a b o u t t h e

plethora of awards; is it
mean ing fu l tha t on
average 1 plant in 2
submitted for judging
r e c e i v e a n a w a r d . I I m o w
i t is n ice for the maximum
n u m b e r o f i n d i v i d u a l s t o
receive recognition, but
w i t h t h i s n u m b e r o f

prizes, does it mean
anything to growers and
the public in general.
Does so many prizes
confuse the public and do
the i nd i v i dua l awa rds l ack
real meaning. Would a
s m a l l e r n u m b e r i n c r e a s e
the significance and
recognition of the prize
certificate. If so many
c l a s s e s ( 3 7 c l a s s e s
receiving 96 awards and
trophies for cymbidiums
alone) arc required,
should only 'the best'
r e c e i v e a c e r t i fi c a t e t o

ensure that only the best
really do stand out. I am
sure there will be a range
of views on this, and
perhaps the Letter to the
Editor column may be a
u s e f u l f o r u m t o a i r t h i s
issue. This is an issue that
requires consideration
before the next major
n a t i o n a l s h o w a n d
e x h i b i t i o n . I u n d e r s t a n d
some judges had to assess
around 20 classes. Is that
asking too much of those
i n v o l v e d .

As many readers will
know, I am interested in
photography, and in
pursuing this and a home
video hobby i t was
interesting to note that
while the quality of light
i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n h a l l w a s
reasonable, it became
apparent that it was
deficient in red. Many
red, and to a lesser extent
some orange, flowers
appeared very dark, but
when exposed to balanced
spectrum 'natural' light,
r e v e a l e d m a r k e d l y
d i f f e r e n t c o l o u r a t i o n .
T h e i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e
Grand Champion flower
in this magazine may
disappoint many who
thought they knew the
flower at the show, but
the main photo was taken
under about 90% natural
light, readers may wish to
compare the colour with
the smaller image taken
i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n h a l l
under 'available light'
c o n d i t i o n s . T h e

difference is certainly
quite remarkable. And
that was not the only
plant on display that
s h o w e d t h i s c o l o u r

change.
Major shows such as

this take major eflfort and
fi n a n c i a l r i s k . T h e h a r d

working. Manawatu team
under Patricia Elms are to
be congratulated for
putting together such a
successful event, but iso
are all the societies and
ind i v i dua l s f r om a round
t h e c o u n t r y w h o
c o n t r i b u t e d i n t h e i r
various ways. Let us hope
that the tradition of these
5 yearly expo's wil l
c o n t i n u e . I

Native orchids from flask to
flowering.

Specialising in
Sarcanthinae species

and hybrids.

Rasking Service available

Please send stamp for list
29 Gannon Street, Ml Mee
Queensland 4521, Australia

Phone 61-74-98 2185
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The results of the photographic competition held in conjunction with the 3rd
International Orchid Expo at Palmerston North were announced at the official
banquet on the first night of the show. The winners were:-

C o l o u r s l i d e s

1st Scapliosepalnm ajithiniferum by George Fuller
2nd Dendrobium Impact by L. Sherlock
3rd = Restrepia saiigumea by George Fuller
3rd = Masdevallia Whirligig The Ultimate' by George Fuller
Colour prints

1st Masd. Angel Frost Torbay Lustre' by (ieorge Fuller
2nd = Vanda Nellie Morley 'K and L' by L Sherlock
2nd = Corylxis dilatatus by Gail Pollard Australia
3rd = Orchis mandata by Trevor Gillbanks
3rd = PleurotfmUis matudiana by George Fuller

Our congratulations are extended to all winners. Prizes of Kodak film have
been fonvarded to all photographers producing winning entries.

Our thanks are extended to all who took part in this competition. It was
j)leasing to see entries from across the Tasman, with one, Gil Pollard, taking one
of the ju izes. All who entered are to be congratulated for the general quality of
their work, the slides in particular being of a veiy high standard. All entries
were exhibited at the Expo in Palmerston North, to much favourable comment.
The judges decisions were ver)' difficult as the final groupings of the lop slides
and jirints were ver)' close.

Some months ago 1 was asked to talk to an orchid society about photography,
and the following article may be of interest, as the issues discussed were apparent
in some entries. Photography plays an important part in orchid growing, many
having an interest in both hobbies. Photography also plays an important part
in the awards system, as j)hotograph,s are used to record the flowers for future
reference. If this competition has played a part in improving the quality of the
award judging photography, then it will certainly have been successful.
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Masdevallia Angel Frost 'Torbay Lustre'. First prize colour prints.
Photographer George Fuller
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in the competition
Masdevallia Frusl 'Torbay Lustre'

OBJECTIVE To record in detail the surface texture which earned this
grex its veiy appropriate name and to record the ricli colour of this particular
c l o n e .

TECHNIQUE Close-up, sacrificing flower extremities thereljy demanding
a small aperture to handle extreme depth of field.

DETAILS Minolta Dynax 7000i with macro lens. Exposure 1/8 second at 032
on Kidacolor 100. Daylight, cross lit from the right to enhance texture. Shadows
softened by white card reflector held vety close to the flower on the left. Black
velvet background in siiadow for extreme contrast.

S c a p h o s e p a l u m a n t i n n i f e r i m F r o n t c o v e r i l l u s t r a t i o n
OBJECTIVE 'lb record in dramatic detail the fascinating insect like outline

of the flowers and in particular the distinctive stc[)-like progression of perpetual
flowering, i)oth enhanced greatly by back lighting.

TECHNIQUE Considcral)le lime required to 'set up". Camera angled to
almost face the source of light, therefore recessed frontal lens or lenshood
essential. Before this, however, ex])osure should l)e determined for conventional
lighting. With the light source almost shining into the lens the subject is
composed and a black velvet background set up in its own shadow to increase
contrast. Ideally the cameras front should also be in shadow or to be more
practical, a peaked caj) wliich is in line-of-sight at time of exposure.

DETAILS Topcon Super DM with macro lens 1/10 sec at fl 1 (double of that
conventional) on Kodachrome 64. Daylight. Back lit from left. Shadow.s softened
by white card reflector held close to the rigiil of the sui)ject which then becomes
l u m i n o u s . Ta k e a w e l l e a r n e d r e s t !

M O R A L

Expensive equipment is not cover enoupi to take good photographsunaided. Î arn to nuiximise the potential of what you can afford. Attention
to detail, care in composition, understanding of light and shadow, coping
with depth of field outweigh any advantage that expensive equipment may
first seem to offer. You call the shots. George Fuller
Page 166 O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D



F a T O M L i m O N

WE all enjoy lookingat pictures. Wc are
exposed to them every
day, in the newsj^apers,
magazines, and on TV.
You cannot escape (hem.
Wc not only look at lliem,
but many of us lake liiem,
photos of family, pets,
iiolidays and hobbies.
When you see a photo
thai 'stands out' do you

ask the question why?
O f t e n t h e i ) e s t

photographs do stand
out for a few simple
reasons. I hope the
following discussion will
throw some light on this
subject.

Many people think that
i t i s the u .se o f the bes t

equipment that ensures
the best photo. - or the

best film - or spending a
lot of money setting up
t h e s h o t . I n f a c t i t i s

usually none of those.
Certainly a good camera
can help, and you must
have the right film and
e q u i p m e n t , b u t m o r e
importantly it is the
I x . ' r s o n b e h i n d t h e
c a m e r a t h a t i s o f t h e
most importance. It is
always the question of
H O W , W H E N a n d
WHERE the photograph
is taken (ha t i s the mos t

important. It is largely
about technique. I will
be talking about cameras
and film and so on, iDut
do not forget that it is
h o w t h e s e a r e u s e d t h a t
will have the major effect
on the final product.

I t i s u s e f u l t o s t a r t

t a l k i n g a b o u t
photography by looking
a t t h e c a m e r a . W e h a v e
a l l s e e n t h e
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s f o r t h e
n e w c a m e r a s , a n d t h e
salesmen will always tiy
to convince you that you
must have the latest gear.
Certainly, if you have

unlimited money then
Page 167

Corybas dilatatus
2nd equal Photographic competition

Photographer Gail Pollard, Australia
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get the ijest, l)ui most
o f u s d o n o t l i a v e i l i c

IUXU17 of the key to the
Bank of England.

If you are selecting a
c a m e r a , i t i s w o r t h
looking at 'xvliy do yon
n e e d a r n m e r a } ' . I f a l l

you are going to do is
take family groups and
the dog, and some
holiday snapshots, then
one of the fully automatic
'point and shoot' cameras
will probably suit you -
especially if you do not
want to get involved in
t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e

technology. There are
l i te ra l l y l i i ousands o f
s u c h c a m e r a s o n t h e
market today varying in
price from a few tlollars
t o a i h o u s a j i d d o l l a r s .
S u c h c a m e r a s a r e
successful for what they
are designed to do, but
fo r those o f us in te res ted
i n g o o d fl o w e r
photography, the use oi'
automatic cameras may
not give the best results.

C o n s i d e r . t h i s
s i t u a t i o n . Y o u h a v e a
white or lightly coloured
flower There are many
o r c h i d s l i k e t h i s . Y o u
want to make the photo
stand out, so you use a
black background. Most
a u t o m a t i c c a m e r a s
calculate the exposure by
averaging over t he ent ire
image. They measure
the white ilower, and the
also tiy and measure the
exposure of the black
Page 168

background. The result
generally will be that the
w h i t e fl o w e r w i l l b e

seriously overexposed, all
deta i l o f the flower wi l l be
los t and the resu l t w i l l be

disapjjoint ing. Some
sophisticated cameras do
have the ability to lake a
s p o t e x p o s u r e
measurement - just of the
fl o w e r - b u t c a m e r a s w i t h
this capability generally
are only of the upper
price ratige. Incidentally,
if you do gel a spot
m e a s u r i n g c a m e r a ,
e n s u r e t h a t t h e c a m e r a
also has the facility to
remember the exposure

because usually the
m e a s u r e m e n t i s t a k e n a t
a very precise point and
for composition reasons
you may not want to
place the position of the
flower at that point.

T o o v e r c o m e t h i s

p r o b l e m w i t h t h e
majority of such cameras,
you need to ensure that
you can control the
exposure and apeture
manually. Most of the
m o d e r n a u t o m a t i c
c a m e r a s w i t h t h e i r

computer chips do allow
f o r t h i s , b u t t h e i r
exposure measuring
modes may not be
s u i t a b l e a s n o t e d a b o v e .

A s w e h a v e n o t e d t h e

photographer is often the
m o s t c r i t i c a l e l e m e n t a n d
t h e r e f o r e t h e u s e o f t h e
modern cameras may not

I'hdldviuipsis steivartianum
Entry, Photographic competition

Photographer Eric Coppard
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The best of the worst
Official award photograph

As a permanent record, how much use is this photo?

b e t h e b e s t c h o i c e f o r
flower and other close up
j)hotography. You may be
better to select a good
s e c o n d h a n d c a m e r a -
s u c h a s t h e o l d P e n i a x

Spo tmat i c o r s im i la r.
These are still widely
a v a i l a b l e f o r a c o s t o f
$300 or so. Built to last,
and with through the lens
e x p o s u r e m e a s u r e m e n t
metering systems as will
as through the lens
focusing, they may well
prove the best choice for
s u c h p h o t o g r a p h y,
especially if money is
s h o r t .

D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 5

T h e c h o i c e o f l e n s i s

a lso impor tant . For
ordinary photography
and whole j) 1 a n t
p h o t o s y o u c a n u s e
most general purpose
l e n s e s , b u t w i t h fl o w e r

photography w h i c h
you will generally want
to do you will require
an ability to lake close
up photographs of just
a single flower. For
this you will require a
m a c r o l e n s w h i c h i s

designed for close up
w o r k ; y o u c a n a l s o
ut i l i se extens ion tubes/
b e l l o w s , a n d i n s o m e
c a s e s c l o s e u p
supplementary 'filters'
are available. What you
fi n a l l y c h o o s e w i l l
depend on how serious
you are and the size of
your wallet.

Let me emphasise some
points legarding cameras for
orchid or any flower
photogiaphy-

You w i l l need a camera

A. of the single lens
reflex type, which allows
you to see through the
l e n s w h a t t h e c a m e r a

will exactly take with
t h r o u g h t h e l e n s
exposu re me te r i ng -

wh ich a l l ows accu ra te and

e a s y e x p o s u r e
m e a s u r e m e n t

B . w i t h f u l l m a n u a l

control of exposure,
a j i e t u r e w i t h
s y n c h r o n i s e d . F l a s h
capability to allow flash
photography

C. with firm tripod
m o u n t t o h o l d t h e

camera steady for close
up or long exposure shots
necessary for maximum
dej)th of field.
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Paph. Mrs. Coburn #5
Photo Tip Top Paphs USA

S a r c h c h i l u s h a r t m a n n i i
P h o t o P C To m l i n s o n

You now have your
camera. The fo11 owing
a r e c r i t i c a l t o a c h i e v e

good photo.s:-

Exposurc
Backgrounds
Lighting
F o c u s

Page 170

I . c t us d i scuss each o ( "
t h e s e i n t u r n

1 . E X P O S U R E

I h a v e a l r e a d y
d i s c u s s e d s o m e o ( t h e
issues of exposure with
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e c a m e r a .
T h e s a m e i s s u e o f

measuring exposure with

a white flower on a dark

b a c k g r o u n d w i t h
a u t o m a t i c c a m e r a s

applies to manual
t n e a s u r e m e n t . T h e r e
a r c , h o w e v e r , s o m e
thitigs you can do.

• In some cases you
can get in close and take
an exposure reading
where the flower takes up
mo.st of the image, and
w i l l g i ve a co r rec t
exjjosure of the flower.
You can then go back and
compose the picture,
taking the shot with the
a l r e a d y m e a s u r e d
exposure reading.

• Yo u c a n a l s o u s e a

'grey card' to mea.sure the
exposure. This card is
designed to show the
readitig from an average
photograph, and will
produce correct exposure
for most shots. Once you
k n o w t h e c o r r e c t

ex5)0.sure - you must take
the reading under the
same lighting conditions
as the final subject - you
can make any specific
exposure adjustments
that may he necessary.
For example, the white
fl o w e r o n t h e b l a c k

I t ackg round , wou ld
probably benefit from the
exposure reduced o
ajteture stop to ensure the
d e t a i l o f t h e w h i t e l l o w e r
is not 'burnt out' by being
over exposed.. Likewise,
for a very dark flower,
increase the exposure 1 to
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Paphiopedilum glaucophyllum 'Tip Top'
Grower/photo Tip Top Paphs USA

2 aperture stops to ensure
t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e d a r k
flower are reproduced in
the photo. Tlie use of a
grey card is highly
recommended; you will
get better exposure, and
will save yourself a lot of
film loss through poorly
exposed shots. The grey
c a r d s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m
most good photographic
shops.

Ifyou are able to borrow
a grey card, you can
calibrate the palm of your
h a n d o r s o m e o t h e r

object as the reference
point.

• If your camera has
spot metering capability,
then you can correctly
measure the exposure of
the main subject - the
fl o w e r .

2 . B A C K G R O U N D S

T h e u s e o f t h e c o r r e c t

b a c k g r o u n d s i s

i m p o r t a n t . T h e
backgrounds should
enhance the subject
matter. Ifyou are taking
a photo of a plant in its
natural habitat, then you
may well wish to include
d e t a i l s o f t h e

background to show the
habitat. If, however, it
is the flower you want to
take , t hen choose a
background that shows
the subject to best
advantage. Apart from
t h e fi r s t e x a m p l e
quoted, almost without
ques t i on , t he bes t
background is black - it
brings out the image
dramatically without any
background distraction.
Ifyou are going to publish

Paphiopedilum Goultenianum
Photographic competition entry.

Photographer Neville Butler
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P l e u r o t h a l l i s m a t u d i a n a

Photographic Competition 3rd =
Grower/photo George Fuller

the photograph, almost
without exception the
black background will
give the best effect. Plain
grey or dark blue. For
example, can be used,
but I believe they are not
as good as plain black.

If a background of black
backcloth is placed
s o m e w h a t b e h i n d t h e

subject, you will not have
the problem of shadows
which plague most other
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backdrops, especially
light coloured ones.
C l o t h s u c h a s v e l v e t i s
ideal, as it tends to reduce
shadows, smooth cloth
t e n d s t o s h o w t h e m t o a

g r e a t e r e x t e n t .
3 . L I G H T I N G

A l m o s t w i t h o u t

e x c e p t i o n , t h e b e s t
photographs arc made
w i t h n a t u r a l l i g h t .
However, with close up
photography, and the

n e e d t o e n s u r e t h e

sharpness of all the
subject is correctly in
focus, you need good
l ight to ensure the
maximum depth of field
i s c o v e r e d . F o r t h i s
reason, the use of flash
photography will often
be best. Again we have
the problem of automatic
exjjosure. Generally you
w i l l n e e d t o u s e m a n u a l

settings for individual
plants and flowers. Most
flash guns will be too
powerful for individual
flowers, even those with
power settlings. You
may wish to consider the
use of a ring flash -
specifically designed for
a flash range of 300 mm
to 1 metre typically.
T h e s e a l l o w v e r y
a c c u r a t e fl a s h c o n t r o l
o v e r s h o r t d i s t a n c e s .
Some people consider
flash photography to be
undesirable, principally
because of the unnatural
h i g h l i g h t s o f t e n
produced, but many
printers like to print
flowers photographed in
this way because of the
clarity of detail and
s t r o n g i f u n n a t u r a l ,
highlights.
4 . F O C U S

With all photography,
you must ensure all parts
of the main subject are in
focus. With close up
photography this can be
d i f fi c u l t t o a c h i e v e . W i t h
n a t u r a l l i g h t
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photography, you may
n e e d t o u s e l o n g
exposures as in this way
you can optimise the
depth of field (that is
keeling all parts of the
flower in focus), and the
use of a firm tripod may
prove essential. Also,
Willi very small close up
photography, you may
need fine control over the
camera to ensure all parts
o f t h e fl o w e r r e m a i n i n
f o c u s w h i l e y o u
physical ly take the
photograph. Sometimes
only small movements in
the posit ion of the
c a m e r a c a n c a u s e

problems. The use of the
preview option found on
many cameras allows the
depth of field to be .seen,
and adjusted if necessaiy
Use the smallest possible
(highest number) f stop
and adjust exposure by
altering the camera
speed.
C O N C L U S I O N

When you are looking
at books or magazines
and you sec a photo that
appeals to you, take a few
m o m e n t s a n d h a v e a

good look at it, and tiy
a n d a s c e r t a i n w h a t
makes that photo stand
o u t . C o n s i d e r i s s u e s
like exposure, focus,
b a c k g r o u n d s a n d
lighting - often these
aspects can be seen in the
finished product and you
may even learn from
your experience. When
you take photographs,
D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 5

d o n o t b e a f r a i d t o

occasionally experiment.
In this way you learn.
Always be critical of your
own work, - always ask
" h o w c o u l d I h a v e

improved that shot".
1 h a v e n o t c o v e r e t l a l l

the aspects, and topics
such as films, for example
are also important, but
if you are to be successful,
you need to consider the

above aspects first. I trust
the photos, mainly entries
in the photo contest, help
i l l u s t r a t e t h e v a r i o u s

aspects.
One last thing - never

b e a f r a i d t o a s k a d v i c e .
Most photographers are
like orchid growers - once
you ask them a question
they do not know when
to shut up!!!

C a l a d e n i a c a r d i o c h i l a

Entry photo competition.
Photographer David Fletcher

Page 173



T
by Bill Livingston

' ' H K R E W A S A R E C E N T A R T I C L E i n O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d t h a t w a s
dr.awn to my attention. Tliis was wi ittcn by Fanie Johnson and was entitled

Class judging small Size Phalaenopsis.

My impression of the
a r t i c l e w a s t h a t h e r e i s
another frustrated Judge
like myself, and other
judges. At least Mr.
Johnson is trying to do
something to alleviate
the problem.

As the dictionary gives
t h e d e fi n i t i o n o f

"Simplifying"; "to make
less complex or complicated;
make plainer or easier."
This is my intention in
presenting this article. I
have been growing and
h y b r i d i z i n g
phalaenopsis for the last
36 years, having been an
American Orchid Society
judge since 1976,1 don't
c l a i m t o k n o w

everything, but I feel my
experience has some
m e r i t , a n d s h o u l d b e
s h a r e d .

Dtps. Maufont 'Trinity'
Grower Eric Young Orchid Foundation

P h o t o P C . To m l i n s o n

T h i s a r t i c l e w i l l
a d d r e s s t h e C l a s s

Judging. I will discuss
t h e v a r i o u s c l a s s e s a n d
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categories for the smaller
P h a l s . G i v e i d e a s a n d

suggestions which come
from myself, and other
concerned judges.

I n r e a d i n g M r .
Johnson's article I felt he
was trying to find a
system to place small
sizes dowers as they have
done with Cymbidiwns. In
my opinion I do not
th ink th i s i s feas ib le w i th

Phalaenopsis. This would
be like Judging apples
and oranges. There is
t o o m u c h v a r i a n c e
between the two genera.

My opinion is that no
p r e c o n c e i v e d
m e a s u r e m e n t f o r s i z e i s
the answer. Let's say you
u s e 6 5 - 8 5 m m a s M r .

Johnson suggested for
size tojudge by. Take two
clones from any given
hybrid, one measures
6 8 m m t h e o t h e r 6 7 m m .
Both have equally good
shape, the 63mm has
b e t t e r c o l o u r . S h o u l d

you disregard this one,
l ) e c a u s c i t d i d n o t m e e t
the preset standard? Size
c a n b e v a r i a b l e b e t w e e n
two c lones f rom the same
c r o s s . G o o d c u l t u r e c a n
contribute to a larger
size. The opposite for
poor culture. Tiiis is why
I do not think setting
jDarameters is the anstver.
It sounds easy, but I feel
more problems will arise.
Being more flexible is
D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 5

e a s i e r t o l i v e w i t h t h a n

setting parameters whicii
can block you.

If they made size
judging that easy, they

would not need judges
any more. They could
put all the variables of
g iven flower in to a
computer. Say Walla!
Push a button, and out

I t • • • •

i t

Phalaenopsis Orchid World 'Kahukura"
Grozi;er F. Johnson
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Sandra Livingston 'Manukau Gold
Photo/grower Lyn Sherlock

comes an award, HCC,
A M , F C C , i f t h e fl o w e r
m e e t s t h e c r i t e r i a

previously set for an
a w a r d .

Before I proceed to the
classes and categories I
have a few ideas to share
with you. It is preparing
y o u t o b e m o r e
unders tand ing , and
knowledgable in judging
t h e s m a l l e r P h a l s .

It is important that a
judge understand the
parents of the flower to be
judged. I respect a judge
who approaches a flower
to be judged with a
positive statement, such
a s ; " T h i s fl o w e r i s b e t t e r
than one or both parents.
It is an improvement" or

s a y " T h e r e i s n o
improvement." I shy
away from the judge who
says: "I like this flower" or
" I d o n ' t l i k e t h i s fl o w e r . "
Most times this person
d o e s n o t e x h i b i t m u c h

k n o w l e d g e , a n d
judgement. Most times
they couldn't tell you
any th ing abou t the
p a r e n t s .

A j u d g e s h o u l d
c o n t i n u a l l y s t u d y,
research, and be exposed
to many flowers. I lakes
t i m e b e f o r e o n e b e c o m e s
comfortable to judge
these fascinating flowers.
Hybridisers nowadays
don't make it easy for
judging. They are always

creating .ew sizes,
colours, and patterned
fl o w e r s .

W h a t I m e a n a b o u t

study, is to read the
O r c h i d R e v i e w ,
A m e r i c a n O r c h i d

Society Bulletin's new
registered hybrids, and
AOS Awards Quarterly.
F i n d a n y o t h e r
publications. Study the
parents of these hybrids.
Familiarize yourself with
various clone names,
and the i r paren ts .
Study catalogues. See
w h a t c l o n e s a r e u s e d
m o r e t h a n o t h e r c l o n e s .
Ask, why are they used?
W h a t a r e t h e y

contributing to the cross?

R e s e a r c h S a n d e r ' s

l i s t i n g s , w h i c h i s
published by the Royal
Hort iculture Society.
There are many listings of
previous hybrids. A good
w a y i s t o c h e c k
grandparents of hybrids.
They are important, and
c o n t r i b u t e m u c h i n t h e
s e c o n d g e n e r a t i o n
hybrids. Commercial
catalogues are good, and
many have pictures, and
are a good way to
familiarize yourself with
t h e v a r i o u s fl o w e r s .
Flasks listings are good to
review, because these are
the new hybrids. Take
photos for your reference
libraiy.
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Get exposed through
visiting commercial firms
as well as hobbyist
greenhouses. Try to
meet the hybridiser of a
c o m m e r c i a l
e s t a b l i s h m e n t . Te l l t h i s

person you are interested
in learning more about
Phals. Ask if you could
s e e t h e s e l e c t e d a n d

breeding plants. If this
person has the time to
show you the plants, you
w i l l e n j o y a n d
educational experience.
Ask questions. Ask what
a given plant might
impart as a parent in a
cross. Does it produce
colour, shape, size, long
or short flower spike, etc.
Make notes so you can
refer to them again. Do
not try to impress this
person by asking a
question and proceed to
answer the question with
what you think you know.

H e r e a r e s o m e i d e a s
and suggestions for
placing small Phals into
classes and categories to
simplifying judging for
Class Judging.

We have species. Many
are quite colourful, and
interesting to view. They
a r e t h e b a c k b o n e o f o u r

n o v e l t y c r o s s e s . N o
c o n s i d e r a t i o n a s t o s i z e
for Class Judging. Most
times a well grown j)lant
w i t h a n a b u n d a n c e o f
fl o w e r s w i l l t a k e t h e fi r s t

place. I suggest that a
species class be provided.

Phalaenopsis Vladionis Horowitz
G r o w e r O s c a r v a n B e c k

T h e n e x t c l a s s i s M i n i

Hybrids. This includes
primary hybrids. This is
the crossing of two
species. These hybrids
c a n b e c o m b i n e d w i t h
other species. Some
species can be present
s e v e r a l t i m e s i n s o m e o f
these hybrids. This class
will include such hybrids
as the very mini-sized
flowers. Example: Phal.
B e T r i s ( B e G l a d X
equestris) Nat. spread
3 5 m m , P h a l . B e G l a d
(Swiss Miss X Cassandra)
Nat . spread 38mm,
Primary hybrids as a rule
are a little larger flower
than above examples.
Again flower count, shape

a n d c o l o u r w i l l w i n t h e
r i b b o n . T h i s s h o u l d h a v e
a c l a s s f o r t h e s e s i z e d
fl o w e r s .

It is my idea there
s h o u l d b e a c l a s s f o r
M u l t i fl o r a . T h e s e a r e

plants that have many
flowers on spike with
multi-branching spike.
The flowers are generally
small, but larger than the
minis. They can be white,
pink, stripped, colourful
patterns, yellows, desert
tones, and solid colours,
e t c .

About now you are
saying this guy doesn't
know what he is talking
about. He just gave an
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Phalaenopsis schilleriana
G r o w e r H e n k W o r t m a n

example al)ove of mini
fl o w e r s t h a t c a n b r a n c h
sometimes. That is ti*ue,
but ask yourself "what
w a s t h e i n t e n t o f t h e

hybridiser in making the
c r o s s " . N o t a l l s m a l l

flowering plants branch
t h a t m u c h .

In my book, one spike
a n d o n e b r a n c h d o e s n ' t
c o n s t i t u t e a m u l t i l l o r a .
A well grown Phal.
aprodite van Formosana
represents a multiflora
growth habit. A plant
m u s t h a v e a n a b u n d a n c e
of flowers, and many
b r a n c h e s . T h e fl o w e r c a n
b e s m a l l t o m e d i u m s i z e .
Yes, P. aprodite is a
species, and should be
entered into the species
c l a s s . M u l t i fl o r a a r e

hybrids.
N o w w e c o m e t o

Novelty Hybrid which
s h o u l d h a v e a c l a s s . Yo u
ask what is a Novelty
Hyitrid? Good question.
My opinion, as well as that
of some other judges; is
any hybrids that is not a
s t a n d a r d fl o w e r . T h i s
class was started many
y e a r s a g o t o
a c c o m m o d a t e n e w
novelty hybrids that had
n o c l a s s t o e n t e r i n t o .

Novelty was a catch-all
class.

My belief is this iswhcre
the problem lies today.
S h o w s c h e d u l e s s h o u l d

expand the classes and
c a t e g o r i e s f o r t h e
exhibitors. In my opinion

liim[)ing classes is not (air
t o fl o w e r s . I t d o e s n o t

help the Judging. It
c r e a t e s c o n f u s i o n .

M o s t s h o w s n o w w i l l

provide classes and
categories. No, you don't
have to provide a class for
e v e r y c o l o u r o r s i z e
l l o w e r. . A c c o m m o d a t e t h e
e x h i b i t o r t o s h o w o f f
t h e i r l l o w e r s . T h i s c o u U l
be more satisfying to the
judges. Judges should
have the right to place
plants in proper categoi7
if improperly entered. 1
am for simplifying.

A s w e h a v e d o n e i n
some cases here in the US
we opened up more

c l a s s e s . S o w h a t i f

everyone gets a ribbon.
Ribbons are cheap. You
m a k e a l o t o f n o v i c e a n d
amateur growers happy.
It keeps their interest up.
Abu keep them coming to
your society meetings.

In writing this article it
was not my intention to
c r i t i c i z e M r . F a n i e

J o h t i s o n o r t h e N Z
j u d g i n g s y s t e m . M r .
Johnson's article was well
done. It expressed his
ideas and opinions as this
article exjjresses my ideas
and opinions. It is my
ho|)c that something

Continued on page 200
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Shade Houses
Especially for the Home Gardener.

Variety of styles and sizes from $385 incl. GST.

Made of durable, maintenance free materials-
can also be extended to suit your growing needs.

PLASTIC FAMTASriC
2/155 Target Road, Gienfield. Phone: 0-9-443 2685

Fax 0-9-443 3454
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by Tony Ballard
CYMBIDIUMS are plants for llowers, for show and forjudging. The futureof our judging activities can and will go on to greater heights only
qualified by our own efforts. We have the flowers and there is a road ahead for
our interest in new seedlings. We have the experience to improve our culture
and we have many shows at which we can display our product. We have
eveiything going for us if we take the opportunity to do a few positive things to
improve our situation.

T h e f u t u r e i s a s s u r e d

and is positive. Our
whole way of life is set l)y
t h e e c o n o m i c d e m a n d s
of the day. Everything
c o s t s t o o m u c h . T h e

leisure people of thirty
y e a r s a g o a r e n o w
p e n s i o n e r s . M o r e
worr ies. The young
people go to contact
sports supported by
sponsors. There are so
many reasons why our
leisure hobby activity is
showing a decline of
i n t e r e s t . B u t w e m u s t
b e l i e v e o u r s i t u a t i o n i s

improving, if only slowly.
The only way we can see
a variety of flowers is at
our society meetings and
shows. Many groups are
struggling to survive, so

now is the time to get
things up and running
again.

I b e l i e v e t h a t w i t h o u t

< r

cymbidiums our shows
a r e n o t a s h o w .

C y m b i d i u m s a r e t h e
peoples orchid flower. We
are growing a flower not
native to our country. We
put on a mass display of
colour and provide visual
impact that the visiting

public expect. All orchid
flowers have a mystique
o f t h e i r o w n . W e h a v e

eveiything going for us
but we must find a way
t o m e r c h a n d i s e o u r

product. Ito|)le always
l o o k t o a n d a d m i r e

quality, be it cars or any
o t h e r i t e m . I t i s t h e
same with flowers, and
cymbidiums are seen as
quali ty flowers. But
many that we judge are
s u b s t a n d a r d . N o t

necessarily through the
flower itself but mainly
through poor culture.

We must improve on
standards of culture, that
is our starting point.

W h a t n e x t c a n w e d o ?
Can I suggest we throw
out a few lifebelts and try
a rescue operation? Not
eve ry i dea w i l l be
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success fu l and rescue w i l l
be slow. A group of us in
S o u t h A u c k l a n d h a v e
s t a r t e d o u t o n a

cymbidium crusade. Last
y e a r w e c o l l e c t e d
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 4 0
assorted plants, both
divisions antl seedlings,
a n d d i s t r i b u t e d t h e m t o
o u r m e m b e r s a n d t o
m e m b e r s o f k i n d r e d
s o c i e t i e s . T h e S o u t h
Auckland Orchid Society
organised a colouring in
competition amongst
l o c a l s c h o o l s f o r t h e
second lime. This year
2,000 entry forms have
b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d a n d

c h i l d r e n t o o u r s h o w .
L i k e t h e N e w Z e a l a n d
Orchid Society we have
group discussions to
d i s c u s s t h e r e a l e s s e n c e s
of growing so plainly
needed by growers.
Many new seedlings are
a v a i l a b l e i n o u r a r e a . S o
there is plenty of activity
in the "cymbidium capital
o f N e w Z e a l a n d . "

R igh t now w i th the
a d v e n t o f o u r fi r s t G o l d
Meda l awa rd and t he fi r s t
F C C / N Z O S a t t h e r e c e n t
N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d

Society Winter Show,
cymbidium growing has

r e c e i v e d a t r e m e n d o u s
b o o s t . A r e a l s h o t i n t h e
a r m . W e h a v e a m e a s u r e
of quality which will
r e m a i n a t o p i c o f
controversy for just as
long as it takes to award
a n o t h e r G o l d M e d a l .

l.ots of cymbidiums
must be on show, matiy
new seedlings must be
grown and displayed.
M o r e m e d a l s w i l l b e w o n
a n d o u r a c t i v i t i e s w i l l b e
rewarded. We really have
everything we need to
e n s u r e t h e f u t u r e o f

cymbidiums.
J u l y 1 9 9 3 I

N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T '

Red Panther 'Rajahs Rub/ x Coratea 'Rewa'
1 St flower seedling, upright spike 13 blooms

Featured in my catalogue are flasks and
community pots of seedlings to give you results

like this.

Also available will be flowering plants and
clones of my latest varieties.

F R E E C A T A L O G U E A V A I L A B L E

Nursery: 23 Parata Street, Waikanae (next door Mitre 10)
Hours - Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season. May - November, the Nursery is open
Sundays 8 Public Holidays Phone/Fax 0-4-293 6977
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' I 'HE annual summer show of (he 'liiranaki Orchid Society held on 6th to
A 8lh Januaiy 1995 was once again successiul in i)ringing together enthusiasts

form a wide area together with orchids not otherwise seen on display. With the
wide variety of activities that (he weekend olfers, a single word descriptioti of
the experience for both organisers and pariicii)ants is "busy" but the relaxed
atmospiiere that we try to ensure seems to prevail, never the less.

The specialist grou[)s
t o o k t h i s u n i c j u e
o])portunity to gather at
set times to j)ursue their
cause and the response to
t h e b o o t s a l e o f o r c h i d s
a n d s u n d r i e s r e s u l t e d i n
the usual 'market day'
almost taking hold again.
The range of both sellers
a n d i t e m s i n c r e a s e s . I
have a suspicion though,
t h a t t h o s e v i s i t o r s w h o

c a p i t a l i s e o n t h i s
opportunity to at least
s u b s i d i s e t h e c o s t o f t h e
weekend lend to finish up
being temi)ted to spend
more than they gain.

I ' m n o t s u r e f o r h o w
much longer we can
guarantee good weather- our credit must by now
be running low - but once
aga in the Saturday
evening meal was held
outdoors followed by the
guided walk around the
spectacular lighting of
Page 182

Pukekura Park. I'he city
a s a w h o l e c l a i m s ( o r

January each year the
title 'Caly o( Lights' and
for anyone who has not
e x p e r i e n c e d t h e
spectacle, there is indeed
a gaj) in their life. The
atmos[)here is electric
over the |)eriod and even
l o c a l s a r e d r a w n b a c k

repeatedly to experience
again its fascination.

1 f e a r t i i a i t h e s a m e

may i)e .said oi a certain
exclusive grou|) oi our
own number, but focused
o n a d i i f e r e n t s t i m u l u s . I
r e f e r t o t h o s e w e i r d o s w h o

go out searching lor our
n a t i v e o r c h i d s . O n t h e

Saturday mtniiing they
set o f f fo r the w i lderness .

My absence was due to
o t h e r c o m m i t m e n t s .

Shortly after their return,
one notably bright-eyed
c h a r a c t e r w h o s e n a m e I
will protect asked me how

1, of all people, had the
nerve to display plants
l o a d e d w i t h w e e d .

Mystified, 1 went to the
dis])lay and there it was.
My large specimen of
M a x i l l a r i a s a n d e r i a n a
was sj)oriing a genuine
' w e c u P ! I h e s i t a t e t o
disclose why I should l)e
s o s u r e o f m y
i d e n t i fi c a t i o n b u t , a f t e r
a l l , Pukeku ra Pa rk has
' B o t a n i c ( i a r d e n ' s t a t u s
which implies that as wide
as possible a lange oi
I)lants is grown there. I
am left witli no option i)ut
to warn partners of those
who are so incredibly
e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t

flount ler ing around in
t h e b u s h i n s e a r c h o f
herbs that they should
very carefully inspect the
vasinlim upon return.

I h a d a f u r t h e r

embarrassing experience
w h i c h b e c a m e v e r y
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JANUARY TO MARCH

Ĵ aoDCUJilf
SUMMERTIME CARE

OF PLEIONES

Plcioncs arc very grown, arc lotally Icadess
visually seasonal. During and dormant. In this
winter the PI. formosana slate they can tolerate
type and its hybrids, subzero conditions. They
which arc the most widely can also be maintained in

To my wife's deep consternation, this is my pleione shanty. The view is
from the south side where removable sheets can be slid into place when

rare but lethal SE winds blow up. Simplicity is the keynote, however
untidy. Actually, the scene is now somewhat tidier thanks to the

neighbour mistaking the accelerator for the brake, demolishing the
untidy corrugated iron boundary fence in the steep and very dramatic

learning curve that ensued. The central, bent upright marks the limit of
i n t r u s i o n . P h e w ! ! ! P h o t o G e o r g e F u l l e r
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C O M P A R I S O N O F P L E I O N E G R O W T H
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S
D i m e n s i o n s i n m i l l i m e t r e s

N a m e Leaf F l o w e r

Length W i d t h Height W i d t h
R f o r m o s a n a c l o n e s

'Betty 4 2 0 1 1 0
'Blush of Dawn' 3 9 0 9 5 4 2 3 0 1 1 0

'Co lossus ' 4 4 0 6 0 1 9 5 1 0 5

' C u t i e ' 6 2 0 8 5 2 2 0 1 2 0
' P o l a r S t a r ' 3 4 0 6 0 1 3 0 8 0

P I . a u r i t a 4 1 0 6 5 1 5 0 8 5
PI. Shantung 'Muriel Harberd'

4 0 0 9 0
PI. Versailles 'Bucklebury'

5 0 0 5 5 2 1 0 9 5
The above figures are highest recording and do not represent an average.

All dimensions are influenced by cultural conditions but the relativity
between clones should be fairly consistent. Keeping such an easily
compiled record provides a useful measure, l)oth of ones own abilities
and those of the plants. Adding flowering dates completes an interesting
insight into performance.

quite a dry slate. Come
spring, however, growth is
very dramat ic , w i th
flowering preceding both
n e w l e a v e s a n d r o o t s .

During the succeeding six
to eight months, the
w h o l e p l a n t i s
regenerated, all of last
years structures being
r e p l a c e d - r o o t s ,
pseudobulb, eveiything.
The ob jec t i ve ove r
s u m m e r m u s t b e t o

p r o v i d e o p t i m u m
c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h i s t o

happen so that the new
pseudobulbs are at least
as large as that produced
l a s t s u m m e r . I n c r e a s e i n
n u m b e r s i s a b o n u s .

WAT E R C o p i o u s .
O v e r t h e s u m m e r t h e

plants should never diy
o u t . T h e f r e q u e n c y
required will depentl on
many factors. 1 use a
potting mix which has a
gradation of pai ticle sizes
from about 1 mm uj) to 8
m m , w i t h a l l d u s t
r e m o v e d . T h i s d r a i n s

very freely so I have to
water every two tlays
during the bright dry
weather. 1 suspect that
many underwater. I f
grown with cymbidiums,
w h i c h i s a g o o d
arrangement, they will
probably require watering
t\vice as frequently as the

qnibidiums unless they
are in a very fine mix.

FEEDING Regularly,
either liquid or solid.
The objective is to gain
t h e m a x i m u m s i z e d

pseudobulbs at the
maximum rate. Liquid
feeding at a quarter to
half strength can take
j ) l a c e e v e r y o t h e r
w a t e r i n g . I u s e a
v a r i a t i o n o f b r a n d s . O n c e
t h e r o o t s h a v e
established, a solid slow
r e l e a s e f e r t i l i s e r c a n b e
a d d e d t o t h e s u r f a c e ,
even pellitised animal
m a n u r e . U n d e r t h i s

regime a dry spell can be
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d i s a s t r o u s . D o n o t r i s k i t
a s roo t damage i s
i r r e v e r s i b l e . A t t h e o t h e r

e x t r e m e , b e m o r e
cautions over feeding
r a t e s i n a fi n e s o i l l i k e
m i x t u r e . T h e r o o t s a r e

unforgiving.

L I G H T P r o v i d e d
t h e r e i s f r e e a i r
movement which they
revel in, light levels can
be quite high, so do not
luck them away as with
d i s a s a n d m a s c l e v a i l i a s .

They resent high feeding
in low light conditions,
especially if temperatures
are up. The correct
comb ina t ion o f fac to rs w i l l

produce large ljulbs of
high density with belter
potential for storage and
subsequent flowering.
Light levels should be
iiigh enough to induce
light green colouration
consistent with avoiding
actual signs of burning.

L O C A T I O N T h e y
really only need a cover
over the lop to facilitate
control of watering and
l ight . Open sides are
perfect. Mine do best in
a Micky Mouse structure
a k i n t o t h e o l d f a s h i o n e d
f rame bu t w i th be t te r s ide
v e n t i l a t i o n . I t i s m a d e o f

salvaged sheets of lightly
t i n t e d c o n s e r v a t o r y
roofing, the cel lu lar
n a t u r e o f w h i c h

apparently got dinged in
a h a i l s t o r m . I s e c u r e d i t
o v e r a f r a m e m a d e o f 2 5

X 2 5 m m s t a k e s d r i v e n
into the ground and
a t t a c h e d t o a n o t h e r s h e e t

along the north sitle to
protect from low-angle
sun. Very cheap, very
effective, with tliree open
sides. In winter I simply
reduce watering to zero
a n d a l l o w t h e m t o

experience frosts in situ to
r e m i n d t h e m o f h o m e .

They seem grateful.
SUMMER PESTS My
greatest problem is looper
caterpil lar using the
leaves to practice edible
s t e n c i l l i n g . A n y
c a t e r p i l l a r k i l l e r
including fingertips is
su i t ab le s i nce l ea f t i s sues
a r e fi r m a n d n o b u d s o r
fl o w e r s a r e i n v o l v e d .

O c c a s i o n a l l y s c a l e
i n t r u d e s , i t i w h i c h c a s e I
u s e s u m m e r o i l .

TARGETS How big?
E a c h c l o n e w i l l h a v e
individual optimum size,
b u t I w i l l l i s t d e t a i l s o f
s o m e m e a s u r e m e n t s I
have achieved and hope
to repeat or improve on.
P. formosana 'Colossus' I
named because it is large
in most respects. One
pscudobulb measured 50
mm (2 inches) wide and
39mm{l 1/2 inches) tali,
with a displacement of 50
cc. The white clone p.f.
'Cutie' has j)seudobulbs
etjually as large. The
table (previous page)
c o m p a r e s c l o n a l
performance.

A U T U M N A s
deciduous trees begin to
t a k e o n a u t u m n t i n t s
around May, the pleiones
w i l l c o m e o u t i n

sympathy. In retribution,
w i t h d r a w a l l f o o d a n d
comport and reduce
waterings. In spring they
will love you for it.

George Fuller

CYMBIDIUMS
The flowering season is

almost over now and we
look toward giving good
culture the plants over
t h e . s u m m e r m o n t h s t o
ensure good flowering
next year.

Many growers will have
their plants repotted by
n o w a n d s e t i n t h e i r
summer homes preferably
where they will receive
shading during the heat
of tile day but sun early
morning and/or late
afternoons. Ideally the
outer perimeter of shade
trees, where there should
also be reasonable a i r flow
to aid in a temperature
drop in the evening.
Vent i la t ion is real ly
important, therefore an
o u t d o o r s i t u a t i o n i s
better than a greenhouse
or other very sheltered
area. If plants are housed
in greenhouses ensure
that there is ample
v e n t i l a t i o n .

Watering is particularly
imjiortant over the next
few months. Two good
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waterings a week are
m o r e b e n e fi c i a l t h a n

giving a little water too
o f t e n . R e m e m b e r

overwatcring is caused by
watering too frequently.
T h e f r e t j u c n c y o f
watering is really decided
by the weather conditions,
and the size of ])lants,
m e d i a u s e d a n d o t h e r
s u c h v a r i a b l e s . E n s u r e

during holidaytime, if
you intend being away for
any length of time, that
you have someone in to
waieryour plants. Inveiy
hot weather a daily
misting is VC17 beneficial
to create higher humidity
which aids in reducing
t h e i n c i d e n c e o f m i t e s
such as red spider.

F r o m A u g u s t /
S e p t e m b e r t o m i d
Januaiy a high nitrogen
f e r t i l i s e r i s u s e d t o

promote good raj) id
growth and development
of the new bulbs. During
January a change to a
h i g h e r p o t a s s i u m /
phosphate and slightly
lower nitrogen fertiliser is
r e c o m m e n d e d . A l s o ,
during October to March
a monthly application of
magnesium sulpi iate
(Epsom Salts) at the rate
of a teaspoon to 5 litres
of water, is required to aid
in spike initiation.

W ^ t c h f o r i n f e s t a t i o n s o f
red spider and tread
accordingly. Malathion
o r s i m i l a r m i t i c i d e s
should be sprayed at the

r e c o m m e n d e d d o s e a n d
titnes. Usually three
sprays 7 to 10 days apart
are necessary to give good
r e s u l t s .

E a r l y v a r i e t i e s o f
cymbidiums should start
to show spikes now, and
n e e d t o b e s t a k e d t o
ensure that no breakages
o c c u r . O v e r t h e n e x t
months you will get the
excitement of seeing
good culture come to
fiiiition with lots of spikes
o f fl o w e r s t h a t m a y
b e c o m e c h a m p i o n
blooms to bring to shows
during the winter and
spring.

P a t r i c i a E l m s

ODONT ALLIANCE

M o s t o d o n t s w i l l b e i n
f u l l fl o w e r b y n o w ,
although some will have
finished. Those spikes
unlikely to bloom for at
l e a s t a n o t h e r m o n t h o r
two are jirobably best
removed as quite often
fl o w e r s i n t h e h e a t o f
s u m m e r a r e m a l f o r m e d .
I n s o d o i n g y o u
encourage new growths to
develop for next spring;
T h i s i s o n e w a y o f
changing the fiowering
time although some
plants do seem to have a
m i n d o f t h e i r o w n ,
h o w e v e r .

I like to report at least
eveiy two years and now
is a good lime after
flower ing , ( i ood a i r
m o v e m e n t i s e s s e n t i a l ,
plus shade, plenty of
w a t e r a n d f e e d a t l e a s t
once a week with any
good garden fertiliser in
litjuid form.

VANDA ALLIANCE

Presumably you hung
you vandacious orchids
o u t i n t h e s h a d e h o u s e i n
l a t e O c t o b e r / e a r l y
N o v e m b e r o r w h e n a l l

danger of frost was over
and depending on your
l o c a t i o n . I f t h e r e i s l i t t l e

rainfall, you will need to
water about eveiy second
day and feed the plants
twice a week using a
liquid fertiliser at full
strength. Phalaenopsis
(an allied genu.s) can also
be hung outdoors under
5 0 % s h a d e d u r i n g
Januaiy and returned to
the g reenhouse by
Febinaiy. In fact, if at all
possible, all your orchid
c o l l e c t i o n w o u l d b e n e fi t
from a sj)ell our of the
greenhouse, on 'holiday'
in the sun and f resh a i r -

just like you!!!

PAPH. ALLIANCE
A s e c o n d c o a t o f

shadepa in t may be
r e q u i r e d o n y o u r
g r e e n h o u s e o r t h e
a d d i t i o n o f a s h a d e c l o t h
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liung over ihc frame like
a fly-sheet. Open as many
v e n t s , l o u v r e s , e t c . a s
necessary and if the door
needs to be open as well,
tiy suspending a hunch of
nettling on a cane in the
opening to deter birds,
cats (or the neighbours
k i d . s ) f r o m d i v i n g
through. Keep the paths
a n d b e n c h e s w e l l

dampened down as well
as the p lan ts , and
remember that good air
movemen t i s j us t as
important as the liquid
feeding and watering.
I\?rsonally I only close the
greenhouse doors a t
night.

Kevin and Lyn Sherlock

MASDEVALLIA
by Trevor (iillbanks

T h e b a s i c e l e m e n t s o f

good masdevallia culture
a r e t h e s a m e a s o t h e r
o r c h i d c u l t u r e . T h e

g rower mus t use the
c u l t u r a l e l e m e n t s t o
c r e a t e a c l i m a t e t h a t

roughly simulates the
climate the plants enjoy
i n t h e w i l d . T h e c u l t u r a l
e l e m e n t s i n c l u d e t h e

growing si>acc, light,
t etn p e r a t u re, w a t e r,
humidity, air movement,
p o t t i n g ] > r a c t i c e ,
fertilisation, hygiene, and
problem control. These
e l e m e n t s . a r e
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d a n d a

change in one alfects all
others. The grower must

c o n t r o l t h e v a r i a b l e
e lements to modi fy
c o n d i t i o n s w i t h i n t h e

space and create and
m a i n t a i n t h e d e s i r e d
c l i m a t e a n d
microclimates. Hygiene
and problem control help
to keep the p lan ts
healthy. For masdevallias
the following varial)le
e l e m e n t s a r e l i s t e d i n

descending order of
importance:

1. temperature
2. humidity and air

m o v e m e n t

S. watering and
j)otting practices

4 . l i g h t
5 . f e r t i l i s a t i o n

As the temperatures are
now on the rise, ensure
they do not go above
25oC for prolonged
j)eriods. If temperatures
c a n n o t b e c o n t r o l l e d t h e n

keep plants on the dry
s i d e a s m a s d e v a l l i a ' s w i l l
s u f f e r i f h o t a n d w e t .

remperalure damageshows up as leaf drop,
flower buds aborting and
even tua l l y roo t l oss .
Regularly check your
plants at this time as virus
is more easily seen during
heat stress. Virus, (M'llow
Bean Virus) is prevalent
i n m a s d e v a l l i a s a n d
s h o w s i t s e l f a s d i s t o r t e d
l eaves , d i s to r ted flower
s p i k e s a n d m o s a i c
colouring of the leaves.

Not all symptoms are
shown at once so when in
doubt, isolate the suspect
plant and have it checked
by someone else at a later
d a t e .

I^rhaps the key point to
growing masdevallias well
is that the potting mix (or
m o u n t i n g m e d i u m )
remain evenly moist and
fresh (fresh meaning a
beneficial, fairly open,
free-draining, media of
neutral or slightly acidic
pH). Ideally, the climate
will help maintain this
semi-magical state.

CATTLEYA
by Graham Jackson

Our hobby is usually
r e f e r r e d t o a s O r c h i d

Growing though I wonder
sometimes if we have got
it all wrong and we should
r e f e r t o i t a s O r c h i d

Flowering\ A small change
of emphasis, perhaps
playing with words but
t h e e n d r e s u l t c a n b e

vastly different. Luckily
for us the cattleya alliance
r e s p o n d s w e l l t o a
r e a s o n a b l e l e v e l o f T L . C
- m u c h m o r e s o t h a n

some other genera.

T h e m o n t h s o f
Summer are a veiy critical
part of the growing year.
It is our job now to ensure
that the latent promise
c o n t a i n e d i n t h e n e w

growths appearing in the
Spring is fiilfilled with the
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l a r g e p l u m p w e l l
m a t u r e d b u l b s w h i c h w i l l

p r ov i de nex t yea rs
fl o w e r s .

T h e i h e e p r i m e
essentials to good growtli
are Air, Light and Water.
T h e e f f e c t o f o t h e r

important factors such as
S h a d i n g , H u m i d i t y,
Temperature or Feeding
is all influenced by these
three. Good growing
conditions depend on all
of these factors being at
the optimum level and we
find that a change in any
o n e w i l l r e q u i r e a
corresponding change in
at leas t one o f the o thers
to keep things in balance.
For example an increase
in light levels will require
extra ventilation to kec))
temperatures in check.

I f o u r s u m m e r i s a

repeat of the great
c o n d i t i o n s w e h a d l a s t

year then the biggest
problem will be keeping
dayt ime temperatures
u n d e r c o n t r o l . T h i s c a n
b e a c h i e v e d b y
vent i lat ion, mist ing or
damping down, extra
shading. I would use
t h e s e i n t h e o r d e r l i s t e d
bu t a lso be aware tha t as
stated in the previous
paragraph changing the
a m o u n t o f v e n t i l a t i o n

may reduce the humidity
level and need a change

in the frequency of
damping the greenhouse
fl o o r .

Wa t e r i n g w i l l b e
required much more
o f t e n n o w t h o u g h
frequency will depend on
the number of sunny days
and the wet/dry cycle
s h o u l d s t i l l c o n t i n u e .
R e m e m b e r t o o t h a t

plants in small pots will
dry out much faster than
those in larger ones so
they will need attention
more often. Feeding
s h o u l d b e c o n t i n u e d

every 2nd watering as
described in the previous
n o t e s .

Repotting of mature
plants should be finished
now apart from those
plants which have made
a l a t e s t a r t t o t h e i r r o o t

growth. However, if a
plant is not growing well
a n d l o o k s a s i f i t i s

unhealthy, knock it out
of the pot and check the
r o o t s . M o s t t i m e s w h a t
we can see on the top is
a n i n d i c a t i o n o f w h a t i s

happening below the
surface, and problems
appearing in the visible
plant often have their
origin with the roots.
Smaller plants can be
potted on or repotted to
encourage continued
g r o w t h . ♦

/4cMtn<xC6ci.
O F F I C I A L P U B L I C AT I O N O F

THE AUSTRALLVN ORCHID COUNCIL
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^nt iox
Nursery: Greattord Road Postal: RO. BOX 103, BULLS — Telephone 0-6-322 0966
( S t a t e H i g h w a y 1 ) B U L L S E v e n i n g s

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL ON CATTLEYAS
NEAR FLOWERING SIZE USUALLY $12 NOW $10 each or 5 for $30
Sic Fran's Doll Gold/orange Mini
Hwksa Ian KobayashI x C Lulu Shades pink Mini ^
Lc Jane t x Braban t iae P ink M in ia tu res
C Atlanta x C Hawaiian Variable Whites, splashes
Lc Grezaffi's Florence Shapely pinks
BIc Henry Rudolph x BIc Madilu 'Summer Sunset'
BIc Elizabeth Hearn x C Ruth Gee Pale pinks/whites
Pot Lemon Buttons x Pot Lakeland Orange/Apricots
C Atlanta x leopoldii alba White

TO FLOWER DURING SUMMER USUALLY $25 NOW $18
These plants have up tp three flowering pseudobulbs. First in gets the best
plant.
Lpurpurata varcarnea x Llobata 'Jeni'AM/AOS Deep lavender with rich purple
lip. Very showy and fioriferous. Perfumed.

Freight charge • North Island $8, South Island $11.

C A T T L E Y A
Flowering size or near flowering delivered to your door

L. anceps var sanderiana $19, bicolor $12, bowringiana $19,
L. lundii $12, L. anceps x BIc Oconee - deep purple $12, Sic Brandywine

'Burgundy Beauty' AM/AOS $15, Sic Damson Queen - deep plum red $15,
Hawaiian Fantasy 'Dora' $15, Sic Hazel Boyd 'Red Dragon' $15,

Sic Hazel Boyd 'Tropical Fantasy' $15, Pot. Helen Vellz x Old Whitey x
Pastoral $19, Cat intermedia var alba x skinner! var alba $12 and $19,

SL Jinn $9, C. Landate x Sic Ruben Post 'Razzle Dazzle' - Dark reds $19,
Lc Rojo X Sic Jewel Box $19, Sic Sue Fordyce 'Autumn Fires' x Sic

Damson Queen $15, Aloha Jewel - yellow/orange $12, Lc Toreador $9,
BIc Ports of Paradise $19.

Order 5 get one bonus plant free
Order 10 get 3 bonus plants
Post b Packaging add $10.00

1 4 5 M a n u k a G l e n fi e l d

J o h n a n d M a x i n e S c o t t P h o n e : 0 - 9 - 4 4 4 9 7 7 1
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Book Review:
by Trevor Glllbanks, Manawafu Orchid

Society

A Masdevallia Cultural Guide
by IVilliam Ames Rhodehamel

I have just received my second addition of A Masdevallia Cultural Guide byWilliam Ames Rhodehamel. This book unfortunately is not available in
New Zealand but can be obtained through the American Orchid Society for
$US20.00 plus freight etc. approximately $NZ33.00.

T h i s s o f t c o v e r e d b o o k
is well presented with the
i n f o r m a t i o n l a i d o u t i n a
well stmctured and easy
t o r e a d m a n n e r .

Although it is a specialist
book relating to the
pleurothallid alliance the
i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d
a n d t h e c o m m o n - s e n s e

approach will appeal to
all orchid growers.

T h e b o o k c o n t a i n s a l l
the usual topics of basic
c u l t u r e , e n v i r o n m e n t a l
considerations, space,
t e m p e r a t u r e , l i g h t
requirements etc. Also
c o n t a i n s i n t h e b o o k a r e
a series of appendixes
covering the following:
1. A List of Recognised

Species in the Genus
M a s d e v a l l i a .

2. Warm Growing and
Easy Species.
3. Cool Growing and

Difficult Species.

4. Luer's Systematics, with
Descriptions of the
Subgenera, Sections,
a n d S u b s e c t i o n s .

5. A list of Synonyms.

6 . L i s t o f

Hybrids.
Registered

Overall a very well
written and easily read
b o o k t h a t i s a m u s t o n

every serious orchid
growers bookshelf.

The following item has
been copied frcm A
M a s d e v a l l i a C u l t u r a l
Guide as a sample of the
type o f in fo rmat ion
c o n t a i n e d . I a l s o k n o w
that there are many
r e a d e r s o u t t h e r e w h o
h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d
d i f ficu l t y i n ge t t i ng
M a s d e v a l l i a s e e d

germinated. This may
help.

Sexual Propagation
{Seed Culture)

A s y m b i o t i c s e x u a l
propagation of any orchid
is by now a fairly common
process . Pollination and
resulting fertile seed
production can be easy,
yet asymbiotic seed
germination and seedling
culture is still complicated
a n d r e q u i r e s s o m e
e q u i p m e n t a n d
technique. There are
commercial companies
that offer seed flashing
services for growers.
Many general discussions
of the techniques are
a v a i l a b l e t o t h e s e r i o u s

grower, but perhaps the
most comprehensive is
Appendix One in Orchid
Biology: Reviews and
Perspectives, 11, edited by
Joseph Arditti. Another
very worthwhile source,
pa r t i cu la r l y f o r t he
l a y m a n , i s P . A .
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Thomson's Orchids from
Seed published by the
Royal Botanic Gardens,
K e w .

A M a s d e v a l l i a
C u l t u r a l G u i d e

Basically, one must
produce seed by flower
pollination, sow the seed
in a germination medium
under ster i le condi t ions,
replate the flasks of
seedlings as they grow in
size, then (often after a
period of years) remove
the seedlings from the
flasks once they have
reached a size where they
can surv ive ou ts ide o f the
sterile container and grow
on in pots. The whole
sterile process, from
sowing of the seed to the
point where the plants
c a n b e r e m o v e d f r o m
flask and potted out into
community pots, can take
f r o m 1 6 m o n t h s t o 3

years, depending on
p l a n t m a t e r i a l a n d
c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s .

Clearly, this is a process
t h a t i n v o l v e s a c e r t a i n
c o m m i t m e n t .

Cross pollination is the
easiest step of sexual
p r o p a g a t i o n . T o
accomplish it, all the
grower must do is transfer
pollen from one plant to
the stigma of another, or
onto the stigma of the
same plant to effect self-
pollination. (The sexual
parts of the flower can be

found on the co lumn in
the centre of the flower.)
This is easier said than
d o n e .
The Masdevallia pollinia
can be very small, and the
stigma just as small.
O f t e n w h e n t h e fl o w e r
f o rms the " t yp i ca l "
sepaline Masdevallia tube
it must be torn apart to
get at the sexual parts of
the flower. I generally use
a toothpick or a hat pin
to transfer the pollen.
O n e w o u l d b e w e l l
a d v i s e d t o e f f e c t

pollination on a clean
surface, perhaps with a
black piece of paper below
the flowersjust in case the
pollinia fall. With a little
p rac t i ce (and good
eyesight), pollination can
be achieved easily.

Then the grower should
c a r e f u l l y l a b e l t h e
potential seed with cross
information and the date,
a n d o b s e r v e t h e s e e d

capsule product ion.
Creen seed cu l t u re seems
to have the highest
s u c c e s s r a t e f o r
M a s d e v a l l i a s . T h e

c a p s u l e s a r e b e s t
h a r v e s t e d a b o u t 8 t o 1 4
weeks after pollination,
although some large
species may have capsules
which require up to 26
weeks to ripen. Seed
capsules that are ready to
be hai-vest should be hard,
and deep green. If a
formerly hard capsule
begins to get soft it

should be harvested. If a
capsule never gets hard it
should probably be
harvested in the tenth to
twelfth week, or as it
starts to yellow. All
capsules (except short
term ones under 5 weeks)
s h o u l d b e h a r v e s t e d i f
they begin to yellow and
soften. Some Masdevallia

capsules may split while
they are still green. High
temperatures may initiate
splitting or abortion of
seed capsules. Smaller
species may have shorter
ripening times; likewise,
particularly robust species
(such asM. angulata or M.
veitchiana) may have
longer ripening times, up
t o 1 6 t o 1 6 t o 2 6 w e e k s .

Dry seed culture does not
have as high a success rate
with Masdevallia as green
seed culture does, but I
w o u l d f o l l o w t h e o u t l i n e s
i n t h e A r d i t t i a r t i c l e s i t e d

above, depending on the
importance of the seed.

From seed sowing and
germination the grower
will need to grow the
plants on in asymbiotic
cul ture, moving the
seedlings on to larger
flasks as they grow, or as
t h e n u t r i e n t s i n t h e
flashing medium are
depleted. A number of
commercially available
agar media have been
u s e d w i t h s u c c e s s f o r
M a s d e v a l l i a s .
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After the plants have
grown to a size where they
w i l l s u r v i v e l i f e o u t s i d e o f
t h e fl a s k s a n d t h e s t e r i l e

environment, it is time to
remove them and pot
them into community
pots. This is perhaps the
m o s t s t r e s s f u l t i m e i n t h e

plan's life, and much care
should be exercised by the
grower to assure the
plants have enough
available water, very
constant (and perhaps
higher than normal)
humidity, lower light
than usual, and l i t t le
heat stress. Again,
individual requirements
will vary depending on
species, but generally
one should l)e quite
c a r e f u l w i t h M a s d e v a l l i a

community pots, as they
seem to be more prone
to transplanting shock
than many other genera
o f o r c h i d s .

After the plants have
b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e

community pot, and
have gained vigour and
are growing well, the
a m o u n t o f w a t e r
avai lable at the roots can

be reduced. Eventually,
the p lan ts can be
t r a n s p l a n t e d i n t o
individual pots and
treated like other plants.

T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f
c o m m e r c i a l a n d a m a t e u r

g r o w e r s t h a t g r o w
M a s d e v a l l i a s f r o m s e e d .
Some growers will elect to
try to propagate species
f r o m s e e d , b u t a l m o s t
eveiyone wants to make
hybrids as well. A list of
hybrids is provided in
A p p e n d i x V I . A n
amazing number of new
hyb r ids have been
produced and registered
in the last ten years, and
there are many promising
hybrids to i)e seen in the
f u t u r e .

An interesting point
about seed-grown plants
is that they seem to have
more vigour than jungle-
collected plants. This
"hybrid vigour" seems to
be true of both hybrids
a n d s p e c i e s . I t i s
suspected by many
growers that seed-grown
])lants of very demanding
species (such asM. ajfniis,
M. rafaeliana, M. uncifera,
and so on) may be much
e a s i e r t o g r o w i n
cultivation than jungle
collected plants.

Masdevallia (Aneel Frost x hymenantha)
Photo Neville Butler Entry in 'Expo photo

competition.
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D O N A T I O N S
TO THE COLOUR FUND
WK ALL EN|(W ilic colour illustrations on every page of this magazine.The extensive use of colour has only been possible because of the generosity
of many readers who have contributed to the colour fund, and to all I would like
to express my (hanks. Every dollar counts, and on behalf of the Orchid Council
and Pub l i ca t i ons Comn i i t t ee 1 wou ld l i ke t o t hank a l l t hose who have ass i s ted i n
this way.
Mrs L. M. Ansel, Gamaru
Mrs E J. Ansley, New Plymoutii
Mrs J. Askin, Wellington
T W. & J. K. Austin, Papatoetoe
B. S. 8c S. R Avery, Fielding
Mr G. Back, Hawera
Mrs Y Barnett , Levin
Mr P O. Bennet, Waikanae Beach
Mrs N. Bi t l les, Auckland
Mrs G. B. Blain, Tokoroa
Mrs L. Blom, Albany
Mr A. Blumhardt, Whangarei
George M. Boulton, Cambridge
Mrs G. M. Bowman, Dargaville
Mrs J. A. Brewer, Turangi
A .E . Brown, Master ion
Dr. David M. Brown Clayton, Missouri
Mrs K/ Bruce. New Plymouth
Mrs Aino Burgess, Invercargill
Mr W. R . Burton, New Plymouth
Kevin Butle, Lansdale, W. Aust.
Mr P E. Cable, Wellington
Mr D. R. Cameron, Ix'vin
Mr 8c Mrs D. Christy, Hastings
Mr 8c Mrs F. E. Chubb, Siratford
Mrs M. Clark, Levin
Mrs Judy Coburn, Picton
Mrs M. Connor, Otaki
M r D . C o r k i l l , l ^ l m e r s t o n N o r t h
Mr &: Mrs 'E Cox, Ranui, Auckland

Mrs H. Crofskey, Auckland
Mr G. L. A. Day, Auckland
Mr John A. Day, Stawell, Victoria
Mr 8c Mrs R. De Jonge, Hamilton
Mr G. Deadman, Pukekohe
Mr A. J. Dench, I'almerston North
L. 8c G. Devey, I^lmerston North
Mrs S. J. Dietrich, Chrislchurch
Bette D. Dittmore, Florida, U.S.A.
Mr L. T Dockeiy, Upper Hutt
Mr A. F. Donald, Wanganui
M. R. Dougherty, Wellington
Mrs L. Ducker, VV^itakere City
Mrs J. I, Dudley, Levin
Miss C. Duncan, Taupo
Mrs R. M. Dye, Dannevirke
W. S. Edwards, Auckland
Marie Fmegan, Whangarei
M. H .F le t t , Lower Hu t t
Mr G. B. Forder, Tokoroa
MrPJ. Fox,New Plymouth
Mr P R. Furniss, Atlanta, U.S.A.
Rod Gale, Kohimarama
Mrs Lynne Gibbs, Marton
Mrs V Glover, Palmerston North
R D & A M Grant Tauranga
Mr& Mrs J. Grantham, Gosnells, West
A u s t
Mr 8c Mrs A. Grapes Hastings
Mr A. R. Gieenwood, Auckland
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A. R. Greenwood, Auckland
Mr &: Mrs R. Greincr, Kiraparaunu
K. R. Gwalkin, Chr istchurcl i
Mrs P M. Hannan, Auck land
I . M. Hai incn, Nelson
Mr M. S. Harnciss, Rangiora
Dr. R. D. Harris, Te Puke
Mrs A. Harr is, Thames
Mrs F. Harrison, Napier
Mr T J. Hayward, Upper Hutt
Mr K. Hipkins, Snells Beach
Mr P J. Hodges, New Plymouth
Mr R. L. Hogan, Auckland
Ms B. Holmes, Dunedin
Mr Don Isles, Palmerston North
Mr W. S.Jackson, Redbridge, Essex
Mrs T James, Birkenhead
Mrs L. Kench, Raumati Beach
I. R. & J. M. Kirker, Wellington
Mrs I.kivell, Strati'ord
Mr 8c Mrs R. 8c M.Lamar i , Gr i ffi th ,
N. S. W.
Mr G. D. Ume, Whangarei
Mr C. S. Lauder, Greymouth
Mr C. N. G. Leicester, Fielding
Mrs D. M..Logan, Auckland
Mr D.Luke, Whangarci
Miss M. 1). Lyon, Haast
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Mr W. R. McLiiy, Timaru
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Mr N. Morris, New Plymouth
Mrs P J. Mount, Kerikeri
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Mrs P E. Newbigging, Nelson
Ganlerbuiy Orchid Soc., Christchurch
Capital C.ity Orchid Soc., Wellington
Levin 8c Dist. Orchid Soc., Levin
Tauranga Orchid Soc., Tiuranga
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\\hiraraj)a Orchid Soc., Masterton
Warkworth &: Dist. O r c h i d S o c . ,
W a r k w o r t h
Mr G. |. I^rker, Oamaru

M. I'arkinson, Tauranga
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Mrs P J. Peszynski,Auckland
Mr 8c Mrs A. J. Plane, Hamilton
Mr H. V Proffitl, Wellington
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Mrs C. Y. Quah, Auckland
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J. 8c N. Robinson, Masterton
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Mr 8c Mrs L. A. S. Ross, Auckland
Helen Rowland, New Plyjiiouth
Mrs M. Russ, Stratford
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Mrs J. M. Shayler, Whangarei
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B. & H. N. Smith, Hamilton
T J. 8c G. M. Stoneley, Fielding
F. A. Sullivan, Mt Albert
Mr K. J. Sutton, Railton, Tasmania
Mrs I. B. Tal is, Tauranga
MrW. G. Thomassen, \^rkworih
Mrs C.J. Thompson. Whangarei
Miss A. Thornbuiy, Waiheke Island
Mr 8c Mrs R. Tliorne, Christchurch
Mrs M. Toml inson , Duned in
Mrs L. F. Tremain, Dai-gaville
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Mrs E. V Tvaddle, Oamaru
Mr J. Vos, Fielding
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Diane Wil lson, Tokoroa
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Mr D.Zundel, Fiji
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Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii "Ravine Orchid"
^̂RIGINALLY collected and named after R. D. Fitzgeraldii 1879 in deepgorge at head of Bellinger.

Fairly large lithophyte
w i t h a r c h i n g t o
pendulous racemes to
one half metre long
carrying from four to
fi f t e e n s o m e t i m e s

de l icate ly per fumed
fl o w e r s . T r e m e n d o u s
variation in shape, size
and colour ranging from
flat open blooms to well
r o u n d e d f r o m a l b i n o t o

deep crimson with all
variations of splashes etc.
i n b e t w e e n . S i z e c a n b e
f r o m 1 8 m m t o

approximately 45 mm
One clone being named
'Fiftycenter' as the name
implies a 50c piece will
n o t c o v e r t h e fl o w e r .

D i s t r i b u t i o n N o r t h
E a s t e r n N . S . W . t o
Conondale Range South
Queensland. Grows in
l e a f m o u l d e t c . o n c l i f f
faces mostly on eastern

slopes of Great Dividing
Range. Rarely above
2,000 feel with very
extensive root systems
rambling over rocks for
quire a distance.

A s w i t h S . h a r t m a n n i i
terracotta shallow pots
arc ideal with coarse open
b a r k a n d c h a r c o a l m i x . I t
is not a bad idea to reduce
amount of shade during
winter to allow extra light
antl replace again when
w e a t h e r r e t u r n s . O n c e
w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i t d o e s
not take long to become
a specimen and is an
unforgettable sight in full
bloom and is remarkably
easy to grow as is its
progeny. Most hybrids
follow 6i". fitzgeraldii for
shape and generally have
improved if not iticreased
colour particularly centre
of flowers. Generally

strong upright racemes
with good flower count.
One of the ear l iest "Sarco"

registrations was S.
Fitzharl registered in
1 9 6 3 a n d s i n c e t h e n
a l m o s t 5 0 h a v e b e e n

registered.
S.fitzgeraldiiy/ow\(\ have

to be almost everybodys
favou r i t e "Sa rco " and w i t h
us it is no exception. Last
year we flowered the first
o f s o m e l i n e b r e d

seedlings and are looking
fonvard to this flowering
s e a s o n f o r m o r e o f t h e m .
The last batch produced
quite large flat filled in
fl o w e r s o f e x c e l l e n t
c o l o u r .

Frank and Bev Simpson
Simpson Orchids

29 Gannon St .
M t M e e 4 5 2 1

Queensland Australia

M E R R Y C H R I S T M A S

A N D G O O D O R C H I D
G R O W I N G
F O R 1 9 9 6

F R O M A L L I N V O L V E D I N
T H E

P R O D U C T I O N
O F T H I S M A G A Z I N E
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O.C.N.Z. Slide & Video Library
Several slide programmes have been deleted from the library and one has

been edited to a more manageable size. Slide programmes are for hire by
societies. Videos can also be hired by individual members of affiliated Orchid
Societies through their secretaries. Cost of hire is $10 in each case - cheques
should be made payable to the Orchid Council of New Zealand.

Enquiries to the Librarian, Mrs. B. Goodger, 9 Somerset Grove, Tauranga,
P h 0 - 7 - 5 7 8 4 7 6 1 .

SLIDE LIBRARV

Programme 1 Native Orchids of Tbngariro National Park - a programme
complied by the late Ted Gibbs, foundation president of the Whnganui Orchid

Society. Historical interest. 57 slides.
Programme 2 Odontoglossums and Colombian Miltonias - compiled by

the late Frank Askin, foundation president of the Wellington Orchid Society.
(Additional 8 slides of Gerald McCraith crosses). 37 slides.

Programme 3 Phalaenopsis Breeding at Freeds - from the famous Arthur
Free Orchids, Malibu, California, showing their breeding using the various species
to give pinks, candystripes, yellows etc. 78 slides.

Programme 5 Modern Odontoglossums and Odontiodas - and AOC
programme by Gerald McCraith, a top Australian grower of these genera. 36
s l i d e s .

Programme 7 Goodale Moir's Work with Brazilian Miltonias - copied from
AOC slides. This programme shows combinations of Miltonias, Brassias,
Oncidiums and other genera. 36 slides.

Programme 8 Mt. Albert Edward Botanical Patrol - New Guinea - an edited
version of the programme compiled by John Jannese for the AOC. A trip
into the Owen Stanley Ranges of PNG to Mt. Albert Edward, some
13,000 feet a.s.l. in search of orchids. 60 slides.

Programme 9 Moir's "New Breed" Orchids - compiled by Gerald McCraith
showing more of the famous hybridiser's man made genera. Includes such
creations as Arizara, Aspasium, Brassidium, Rodrassia, Brassophronitis,
Cattleytonia, Laelonia, Hartara, Lisponia and Gauntlettara. 36 slides.

Programme 13 An Orchid Safari Through Kenva - presented by Pat Scott of
South Africa. Showing some of the scenery and wild animals plus such orchid
genera as Ansellia, Angraecum, Aerangis, Rangaeris and Cyrtorchis. 36 slides.

Programme 14 1980 Roval Horticultural Societv Awards - Magnificent slides
of the top orchids awarded in England by the RHS in 1980. Showing
Odontoglossums, Lycastes, Cymbidiums, Phalaenopsis, Paphiopedilums, \hndas,
Cattleyas and other genera. Photographs by Eric Crighton of "Orchids for
Everyone" fame. 60 slides.
D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 5 P a g e 1 9 7



Programme 15 1981 Roval Horticultural Society Awards - Another
programme showing the best orchids judged by the RHS during 1981.

60 s l i des .

Progi-ammc 17 1981 Roval Horticultural Society Awards - the last programme
a v a i l a b l e i n t h i s e x c e l l e n t s e r i e s . 6 0 s l i d e s .

Programme 18 New Zealand Native Orchids - a good coverage of our orchids,
photographed by Bob Goodger. 80 slides.
Programme 19 African Angraecoids - Photographed on Africa by Stan

Ombler, while living in Kenya. This comes with a taped commentary by Stan.
39 s l i des .

Programme 20 Australian National Awards. Tulv 80 to March 82 - awards by
the Australian Orchid Council. 75 slides.

Programme 21 Australian Native Orchids: Species and Hybrids - by Whl Upton,
including some of the crossings of Dendrobiums and Sarcochilus. Comes with a
taped commentary. 36 slides-

Programme 22 13th World Orchid Conference Medal Winners 93 slides.

Programme 23 O.C.N.Z. Awards for 1989/90 77 slides-

Programme 24 O.C.N.Z. Awards for 1991 52 slides.

Programme 25 O.C.N.Z. Awards for 1092 49 slides.

VIDEO LIBRARV

B 8 0 0

B 8 0 1

B 8 0 2

B 8 0 4

B 8 0 5

B 8 0 6

V i d e o 1

V i d e o 2
o t h e r
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Pbtting and Mounting Orchids (Whrm to Intermediate) 28 minutes

Pbtting and Mounting Orchids (Cool temperatures) 28 minutes
T h e M a n v W o r l d s o f O r c h i d s 3 0 m i n u t e s

Growing Orchids Under Lights 55 minutes
P e s t s a n d D i s e a s e s o f o r c h i d s 6 8 m i n u t e s

A n I n t r o d u c t i o n t o O r c h i d s 3 3 m i n u t e s

For details of the above videos, see brochure.

A 3 hour video of' Our World programmes -
" O r c h i d s " N o . 1 - 1 h o u r
"Orchids" No. 2 - 1 hour
Joseph Banks - 1 hour

A VHS video of various TV^ programmes concerning orchids and
flowers - Holland; "Dig This" - Orchid Species; "Our World" - Kew
G a r d e n s .

O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D



Video 3 Meristemming demonstration at a Nelson seminar.

Video 4 Pleurothallid Measurement Index - featuring George Fuller 38
m i n u t e s

Video 5 Orchid World by Jocelyn Addison, winner of the Video competition
101/2 minutes

Video 6 Masdevallias - Ray Tliomson of Mooroolhark Orchids 1 hour 25
m i n u t e s
Video 7 Ecuador and i ts Orchids - Rav Thomson 2 hours
Videos 6 &: 7 were Filmed at meetings at which Ray Thomson spoke during his
N . e w Z e a l a n d t o u r i n 1 9 9 4 .

Video 8 13th World Orchid Conference - the Official Video made by Tiger
Films Ltd. of Auckland shows displays, set up and prize winning blooms. 31
m i n u t e s .
AOS. Movie "The World of Orchids" - 28 minutes in colour on the subject of
orchids, covering early collecting and discovery, growing, mounting, tissue
culture, seed sowing, Judging and the different types. Purchased and presented
to the Library by the New Zealand Orchid Society. Hire $10.00.

THE BLOOMING YEARS
70 Years of Loving Orehtds

.Frank Slaltery GAM
A new publication of the Australian Orchid Council has recently been released.

Edited by Ron Kerr, the well known Australian orchid identity Frank Slaitery
has recorded an eventful 70 years of orchid involvement. From his birth in
Balmain in 1903, his introduction orchids, involvement in early orchid festivals
in the Sydney Town Hall, to his award of the Orchid Council of New Zealand
Gold Medal at the 13lh World Orchid Conference in Auckland, his story is
indeed the story of the development of orchid growing in this part of the world.

A visitor to New Zealand on many occasions, a number of local identities are
featured, and those interested in orchid personalities will find much of interest.
Much of Frank's orchid growing philosophy is covered, with both his triumphs
and tribulations. Much of this is covered in the final chapter 'The art and the
future of growing orchids'.

This 84 page paper back or hard covered publication is recommended to all
with an interest in orchids and orchid people. It is illustrated with 78 black and
white photographs of early Sydney shows, with colour shots of more recent
events. It is available direct from the Australian Orchid Council RO. Box 145,
Findon, South Australia 5023 AUSTRALIA. $29.50 soft cover, $39.50 hard
c o v e r . C r e d i t c a r d s a c c e p t e d . I
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m
Jan. 12,13,14 TARANAKI Central School Hall, l^Jiidarvis Street, New Plymouth.
Apr 13, 14 BAYOFPLENTY Te Puke Memorial Hall, Jellicoe St. Te Puke
Sept. 20, 21 HAWKES BAY Hastingi Indoor Basketball Stadium, Railway Road,

Hastings

All societies are offered the free listing of their current years show dates. Please
ensure accurate and full information is forwarded if this listing is to be of maxi

m u m u s e .

P L E A S E N O T E :

All societies are requested to forward ONLY details of current years shows to the
Editor for publication here. To preserve a show date for future years, societies may
forward details to the Secretary of the Orchid Council who coordinates this
information, but only current years dates should be forwarded to the Editor. This
will ensure that accurate listings will eventuate especially when last minute
amendments are made in the final rush to press time.

V J

Continued from page 178

good will come from our
ideas. I have tried to simply
judging of small Phals.

I can not emphasize
enough; know your Phals.
R e m e m b e r t y p e a n d
breeding should prevail.
This is especially true when
award judging. Judging is
n o b e t t e r t h a n t h e

knowledge the person
j u d g i n g h a s . |

G U L F

D C H I D
T O U K i ^ C H A R T E R S

•When visiting Auckland take a
trip to beautiful Waiheke Island.

•Admire the orchids or
vineyards and beaches etc.

• Large variety of orchids with
picturesque surroundings.
•A sight not to be missed.

S E N D N O W F O R B R O C H U R E : -

R.D. 1 Gordons Road
WA I H E K E I S L A N D

Ph A/H 0-9-372 8888
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V E G - G R (•] SUPPLIES LTD

Our West Auckland address is

18 Cabernet Crescent, Massey
(at the end of the North Western Motorway S.H.16

behind the Shell Service Stn)

P h o n e : 8 3 2 1 4 0 0 F a x : 8 3 2 1 6 9 9

(10 Firth Street, Drury) Phone: 294 8453 Fax: 294 7272

Able to offer at Competitive Prices
Abie to supply all Horticulturists especially

G r e e n h o u s e a n d G l a s s h o u s e G r o w e r s

C a r t o n s
C h e m i c a l s
G l o v e s
F o o t w e a r

F e r t i l i s e r s

Irrigation
Nylex
String
F l o w e r S l e e v e s
(Local & Imported)
O r c h i d V i a l s
Te t r o n
Flower bunching &
grading equipment
Rose stripping machines

Herbage and Soil Analysis
* Seed (Imported & Local)

* Dyna Foggers
* Packaging

* H a n d To o l s
* P l a s t i c s
* Safety

* Sprayers

M O N D A Y
H O U R S

FRIDAY 8.00 a.nn. - 4.30 p.m.
AN ORGANISATION SET UP FOR YOU THE GROWER.



■J-X

Cha,npion 1995 E.po Lc Mini
Gmn,er ^uh plan, photographed in Erpo hall.


