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Into the 21 St Century

George Fuller has done it again. I do not know what is in the water inTaranaki. but the recent Letter to the Editor from George (see page 90) has
got me going. I am sure that he will not have anticipated the result, and perhaps it
was just a throw away comment, but his final paragraph really hit the mark.

In his letter, George
r a i s e d t h e m a t t e r o f

spelling, and said "educate
the memory of your word
processor". A great idea
George, but unfortunately,
we, that is Orchids in New
Zealand, are still living in
the dark ages. Any copy is
typed, and retyped, and
perhaps even retyped
again before it appears in
the magazine. VVe still use
little bits of paper and slick
them together to make up
the pages. Proofing of
spelling and grammar and
syntax is by eye (and brain
- b u t i t l o o k s a s i f t h i s
E d i t o r ' s b r a i n n e e d s

reprogramining!!), often
late at night usually in a
hurry. The ability to have
a l l t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e

magazine in one - or
several - files just does not
exist. The ability to run a
spelling checker over all
the mater ial does not exist .
T l i e r e i s s o m e o f m a t e r i a l
that I do not see set - other
than in the final magazine.
This in particular applies
to the captions under the
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .

Unfortunately time has
been against us in this

e d i t o r i a l

O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d
E d i t o r :

P. C . To m l i n s o n
14 Pu tnam S t ree t

N o r t h l a n d
Wellington 5. N.Z.

regard. I am working on
improving this particular
f a c i t n o w t h e r e i s a b i t
more of that available, but
it does highlight the
d i f fi c u l t i e s .

Computer technology
h a s b e e n a r o u n d f o r a
number of years, and is
w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e

printing and jjublishing
indust ry. I have been

aware of the issue for some
time, and have discussed it
informally with a number
of people, but not to the
w i d e r r e a d e r s h i p .
Personal computers are
widely availab e and not
that expensive. The
s o f t w a r e i s r e a d i l y
available, and while I know
t h e r e a r e fi n a n c i a l
constraints, I believe we do
need to look seriously at
the implementation of full
computer technology for
the j)roduction process of
O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d .
It should be possible tojust
type an article once, to runa spelling checker which
will pick up most of the
errors - there are sti l l some
that a checker will not pick
up - to take that material
and paginate it correctly
and make any adjustments
n e c e s s a r y , p o s i t i o n
illustrations, and produce
final camera ready copy
w i t h a v a i l a b l e p r i n t e r
technology. Tliere is not
even the necessity of using
the post, the magazine
( o t h e r t h a n t h e
illustrations) can be sent to
the j>rinter electronically,
wh ich can save t ime .
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The use of a coniputer
is widely ut i l ised in
magazine production, andn o t j u s t m a j o r
publications. I believe
O r c h i d s A u s t r a l i a u s e s a

system, and the Orchid
Advocate does - recently
embarking on a fund
raising programme to
update their system, and
w e h a v e n o t e v e n l o o k e d

seriously at getting our
first one yet!!!!

It requires computer
literacy by the Editor, but
I am sure there are plenty
people available who have
that knowledge when they
take over the editorship.
The technology is there,
and it is not prohibitively
expensive. ITo in an
E d i t o r ' s l e r s j e c t i v c t h e
use of sue 1 tec mology has
many practical advantages
a n d s h o u l d a s s i s t i n

p r o d u c i n g a b e t t e r
magazine. I believe it is a
m a t t e r t h a t w e m u s t
c o n s i d e r - A N D
C O N S I D E R S O O N . I t w i l l
not answer all problems,
but it certainly will involve
a much better process than
we currently use. If we do
not adopt appropriate
modern technology then
we may well suffer the
same fate as the d inosaurs
- and I am sure you do not
want that to hapj)cn.

It is an issue that at least
merits discussion. Perhaps
we need to set uj) a
computer fund to financesuch a development. It is
n o t a m a t t e r o f I F i t w i l l

happen but rather WHEN.

I have done no financ ia l

costings, and that is
something that does need
to be undertaken, but we
are talking relatively
m o d e s t s u m s . T o b e
e f f e c t i v e w e n e e d t o c o
ordinate with the printer,
b u t I b e l i e v e a l l r o u n d
there are significant
advantages.

Now see what you have
started, George, you have
really got me worked up.
Lets hope these comments
w i l l s t a r t s o m e s e r i o u s
discussion if the issues
i n v o l v e d a n d t h e

practicability of making
such a change. Perhaps
next year when we are 21
would be the time to get us
ready of the twenty-first
c e n t u r y . M

GILCHRIST MICRO
PROPAGATIONS

Species flasks from as
low as $7 .50

• D e n d r o b i u m s
• Cymbidiums
• O n c l d l u m s
• Encyclias
• Cattleya
• L a e l i a s
• And many more

ESTABLISHED SEEDLINGS
ALSD EXOTIC PALMS

FROM AS LOW AS $3.00

Phone or write for my
free flask l is t and
contract prices:

11 SEON PLACE
BIRKDALE. AUCKLAND

PH: 9483 7731
Overseas and commerc ia l

enquiries welcome.

L a e l i a L u n d i i G r o w e r : A i l c e n F e i s t .

Page 4



S o u t h I s l a n d S e m i n a r
1 2 t h - 1 4 t h A U G U S T 1 9 9 4

Over the weekend of the 12th to the 14th August the Nelson Orchid Society willbe hosting a South Island Seminar. It is planned to have table top displays
from as many visiting societies as possible. Tlicse displays will be judged and also
any plants recommended will be put fonvard for awards. It is hoped that anybody
interested will join the judging panel and take the opportunity to see how this
aspect of the orchid fraternity operate. On liie Sunday morning it is intended to
have a flea market where for a small charge liie organising committee will make
available a table on which you can set up a small display and sell off all those
surplus plants that we all have and also purchase more plants to take their place.

Tl ie res t o f t l i e weekend
w i l l i n v o l v e a n u m b e r o f

workshops wiiich will
operate over two hour
periods and registrants
w i l l b e a b l e t o m o v e
around and take part in
what ever takes their fancy.
Some of the topics that we
hope to cover are, an
orchid stamp display; the
RHS disc up and running
so that you will be able to
trace any of those crosses
that you can ' t find in
Sander's, a workshop on
glasshouse gadgets where
you can show off your
latest invention or pick
s o m e o n e e l s e ' s b r a i n s o n
h o w t o o v e r c o m e a

p r o b l e m ; a n o t h e r
discussion period on
growing terms such as
what is Lux foot candles,
ph, atid how do 1 read
them, and any other terms
that you might come up
wi th . I t i s a l so i n tended to
h a v e a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f
seed planting followed by
a practical session for
those interested in actually
flaskingseed. We arc also
tiying to get a speaker to

t a l k o n f e r t i l i z e r s t h a t a r e
sui table for use on orchids.

Saturday will conclude
with dinner followed by a
speaker on an orchidrelated topic. For those
tha t don ' t have t o r ush o f f
on Sunday straigiit after
lunch glasshouse visits in
t h e d i s t r i c t w i l l b e
arranged.

Now where wi l l th is take
place. Hie venue is the
Ngawhatu Hospital Staff
Training Hostel which
m e a n s t h a t w c w i l l h a v e
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a v a i l a b l e
for those that require it.
Hie rest of tlie semitiar will

be held in adjacent halls.
It is hoped to be able to
h o l d c o s t f o r t l i e w e e k e n d
to below S120 and this wil l
c o v e r a l l m e a l s ,
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d
seminar registration, but
as liiis is just an advance
notice please don't iiold us
to th i s .

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n
w r i t e t o t h e N E L S O N
O R C H I D S e e . P . O . B o x
2 0 0 6 S r O K E N E H S O N o r
c o n t a c t t h e w r i t e r R o d

Marshal l Ph/Fax 03-544-
2 7 5 9 .

So liow about coming to
Nelson for t he weekend of
A U G U S T 1 2 L h t o 1 4 t h
1994 and enjoy a weekend

w i t h o t h e r o r c h i d
e n t h u s i a s t s . M

Native orchids from flask to
flowering.

Specialising in
Sarcanthinae species

and hybrids.

Flasking Service available

Pkdse send stamp for list
29 Gannon Street Mt. Mee
Queensland 4521, Australia

Phone 61-74-982185
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Smiths care about
your orchids asmuch as you do.

• 25kg NETT

SMl fHS
nutr icote to ta l

c o n t r o l l e d r e l e a s e l e r t l l i s e r «

SMITHS
orchid potting mix

a orchW potting mbt

Smiths have developed a range of
mixes and products designed to get
the very best from your orchids.

They include Orchid bark and mix,
Nrtrosol liquid blood and bone,
Nutricote controlled release fertilisers
and terracotta and plastic pots.

Ask for them at your garden
centre now, or for trade supplies

contact us direct.

SMlfHS
HORTICULTURAL EMSTRIBUTORS LTD

Box 13-073, Onehunga, Auckland. Telephone (09) 275-9219, Fax (09) 275-9069
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w a i k a n a e R a m b l i n g s

^or some time now the Editor has been asking me for some
descriptions of tlie better new seedlings I am flowering here in Wai

i h o t o s a n d
t a n a e . T h i s

season I managed to get my camera out and take some of the best ones.

Tlie flowering season is
a very exciting time for the
hybridtser as he sees the
result of his planning and
w i t h t h e a d v e n t o f t h e
c o l c h i c i n e c o n v e r t e d

tetraploid the results are
proving to be even more
consistent and predictable
than in ihe past.

I have been growing
cymbidimns for years
a n d m a k e a b o u t 1 2 0
crosses a year. I tnanage
to flower about 2000 of the

resulting seedlings and in
future hope to (lower them
much quicker as I have just
b u i l t a n o v e r h e a d

b e n c h i n g s y s t e m
constnicted of ixrctangular
downpipe (Marley) withholes cut and spaces in it
to fit a five inch pot. Each
pot is watered and fed by
a m i c r o t u b e t h r e e t i m e s a

day with 30mls of water. It
h a s b e e n i n s t a l l e d f o r

approx imate ly th ree
months and already the
r o o t s a r e d o w n t o t h e
bottom of the pots. TTie
idea was given to me by
some v is i t ing Dutch
growers who say using the
system they get their
plants to flower in two

years from flask, with heat
i n t h e w i n t e r . W i t h t h e
extra space obtained I can
now give my plants more
room and also grow a few
m o r e .

Some of my latest results
a r e :

• PINK MUSE (Musita
' P i n k i e ' 2 n x P i n k

Champagne 'Coburg' 2n)
This produced some
surprises. The flasks were
also t reated wi th co lch ic ine
and so far the tetraploids
have been outstanding, far
b e t t e r t h a n o n e w o u l d

e x p e c t , b u t I h a v e
o b s e r v e d t h i s i s a n

unexpected bonus with
hybrids bred from Musita
' P i n k i e ' 4 n . C o l o u r s h a v e
been polychrome pink and
green, blush and coral
pinks. The diploids have
long arching spikes, the
tetraploids have upright
o n e s .

• FANCY FLING (Coraki
'Margaret' 4n x Fancy Free
'Judith's Blush') Tliis has
also ben a very consistent
cross, here again using the
c o n v e r t e d C o r a k i . S h a d e s
of clear yellow and gold
with tall upright spikes and
v e r y f r e e fl o w e r i n g
characteristics. Many of
the clones look like having
a cut (lower potential. The
C o r a k i c o l o u r h a s b e e n

completely dominant with
n o b l u s h o r l e m o n s h a d e s

coming through from the
other parent.

m
• W I N T E R F A N C Y

(Winter Fair 'Nancy' 4n x
Fancy Free 'Pink Cloud'
4 n ) . M o s t l y c l e a r
glistening whites, some
with a pink blush, tall
straight spikes, very free
flowering, producing ideal
m i d w i n t e r c u t fl o w e r s .
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• A n o t h e r c o n v e r t e d

tetraploid whicli has been
producing superb results
h a s b e e n C O R A T E A
R E W A ' 4 n A D , H C C /

O C N Z , c r o s s e d w i t h
J O C K O X O P P E R
S M O K E ' 2 n ( R E W A
SMOKE). It has produced
clear r ichly coloured
orange and copper shades
with banded orange red
lips. Showbench and
award quality.

• R E D C H A M P A G N E

(Red Beauty Aaflte' 2n x
Pink Champagne 'Coburg'
2 n ) . A l s o c o l c h i c i n e
treated, produced some
beautiful clear pure color
pinks with stunning lips,
one had deep rose blooms
w i t h m a r o o n b u b b l e l i k e

spots on the petals.

• Another fine shapely
M U S I T A ' P I N K I E ' 4 n

hybrid has been crossed
w i t h H U C K L E B E R R Y
M O U N T A I N ' M A G I C
MUSHROOM' produced
very round shapely blooms
with typical Musita lips.
C o l o u r s m o s t l y
polychrome pinks, heavily

Top right: Cym (Coratca 'Rewa'
X Jocko 'Copper Smoke')

Grower/photo: Norm Porter.
Centre right: Cym Red

Champagne
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.

Bottom right: Cym (Musita
Pinlde' x Huckleberry Mountain

'Mapc Mushroom')
Growei/Photo: Norm loiter.

P a g e 5 3



striped or overlaid with
stronger colours, all borne
on long arching spikes.

• ( W I N T E R B R I D E
' R O T O K \ U R I S N O W ' 4 n
8 c W I N T E R B R I D E
' T R E B L E I C E ' 4 n . )
((Dorama x Fanfare) x
Winter Fair 'Sylvia') has
probably been the most
important early white cross
I saw last season, bred by
Andy Easton. It has huge
tall spikes of large pure
white blooms, and on the
two varieties above, three
spikes off each of their two
leading bulbs.

• CANDY KING (Candy
Floss #1 4n X Valley King
'Spirit of '76' 4n). Also
bred by Andy, this has
produced some superb
shapely showbench and
c u t fl o w e r v a r i e t i e s . T l i e

variety 'White Cloud' has
b e e n t h e b e s t I h a v e
flowered being a pure
white, round and shapely,
w i t h s h o w b e n c h , a w a r d
and obvious breeding
potential.

• HIGH PLATEAU (Red
Beauty 'Aafke' 2n x
Vanguard 'Mas Beauty'
2n). Tlie results from this
were very unexpected.
T l i e fl a s k s w e r e c o l c h i c i n e
treated and the tetraploid
o n e s w e r e i n s h a d e s o f
cream, ivory and pink with
white lips, while most of
the dip lo id ones were
gieenish polychromes. A

Cym (Winter Bride "Rotokauri Snow x Wnter Bride Treble Ice')
Groweiyphoto: Norm Pbrter.

W. W

Cym Candy King
Grower/photo: Norm Porter

very beautiful hybrid with
e x c i t i n g c u t fl o w e r
potential.
• K I W I D A W N

'CARAMEL 4n (James
Wattie 'Black Midnight' x
Huck lebe r r y Moun ta in
'Magic Mushroom' 4n).
T h i s h a s a l s o b e e n a

superb hybrid bred from
James Watt ie 'B lack
Midnight' 4n, a converted
tetraploid bred from Doris
Aura 'F J Noonan' 2n an
inspired cross from Andy
E a s t o n a s h e d i d n ' t u s e
D o r i s A u r e a ' C a r d i n a l ' 4 n
w h i c h m a k e t h e u s u a l
strain of James Wattie.
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T h i s c r o s s e d w i t h

Huckleberry Mountain
'Magic Mushroom' 4n
gave a hybrid far better
than 1 had anticipated,
with every seedling being
a keeper with over half of
them liaving a showbench
and award potential. A lot
more of tiiis liybrid will be
seen i n i l i e f u tu re .

• ( W I N T E R C A S T L E
' T H E D U C H E S S ' 4 n x
ALLARA 'MAREE' 2n.)
Has turned u]> some fine
medium pinks with superb
shape and uprigiit spikes.Most have broad, lightly
marked, blush pink lips.

• EMMA'S GALA {Jmj-i.shii
'Emma Menninger' 4n x

Excalibur 'Galahad'), pure
g l i s t e n i n g w h i t e

Cym Emma's Gala
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.

i n t e r m e d i a t e s w i t h
beautiful white lips and
huge rose red spots, quite
different to anything I
h a v e fl o w e r e d . A l l h a v e

very tall spikes.
• C O R A T E A ' R E W A ' 4 n

AD, HCC/OCNZ c rossed
with JAMES WATTIE
' B L A C K M I D N I G H T '

produces rich bronze and
orange shades wi th
massive jet black banding
on their lips, probably the
b e s t c r o s s s o f a r f r o m
Coratea 'Rewa', of obvious
breeding potential to carry
on the outstanding lips of
both parents.

N o r m P o t t e r
23 Parata Street,

W a t k a n a e .

Cym (Coratea 'Rewa' X James Wattie 'Black Midnight')
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.
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C Y M B I D I U M S O C I E T T O F A M E R I C A
S E M I N A R P A P E R

JUDGING MINIATURE CYMBIDIUMS
T H E D I F F I C U LT I E S

How do we decide if an orchid is a miniature or novelty tymbidium?

Successful miniature cymbidiums and a review of judging miniatures.

by Clive Halls

It IS interesting to reviewhow our judging of
miniature cymbidiums has
progressed. Certainly in
recent years far more
miniatures have got the
nod from judges. 1990 for
i n s t a n c e s a w f o u r t e e n
awards granted, although
m o s t w e r e b r o n z e s a n d
cultural, tiie only recent
s i l v e r g o i n g t o a
c a n a l i c u l a t u m h y b r i d
C h r i s a n a ( x M i m i ) i n
1989. Looking at those
a w a r d e d i n r e c e n t t i m e s
shows that not many are of
recent breeding. Maybe a
l a c k o f c o m m e r c i a l
i n c e n t i v e f o r p r o p e r
m i n i a t u r e s g i v e s n o
i n c e n t i v e t o b r e e d i n t h i s
area or perhaps, and more
likely, with the need to
keep plant size down it is
necessary to use Cym.
pumilum or Cym. devonianum
as primary parents.

Wi th t he adven t o f M i ss
Muffet 'Agate' which of
c o u r s e c o m b i n e s t h e s e t w o
inlluential parents, it soon
became an impor tan t
parent in its own right for

hybridisation of miniature
cymbidiums. A study of
the awards w i l l show such
clones as Brown Ale (Show
Girl X Miss Muffet), Tuffet
(B rook S t ree t x M iss
Muffet) and a number of
other Miss Muffet hybrids
make up nearly 50% of
m i n i a t u r e s a w a r d e d .

T h e m o s t a w a r d e d

cymbid ium in the last
fifteen years is Orchid
C o n f e r e n c e ( S o l a x
pumilum) registered by
I r e l a n d i n 1 9 6 6 .
Interestingly, Sola is a Jean
B r u m m i t t h y b r i d o r
correctly Langleyense, so
we have devonianum genes

S V t ' '
> 3

1 .

V

%

Cym dei'onianum
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(^m Jack Hudlow AVaikanae'
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.

Cym (Parish Touch X Musita 'Pinkie'
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.
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i n v o l v e d . A t l e a s t s e v e n
d i f fe ren t c lones have been
awarded since 1975; there
were probably more before
th is t ime.

Severa l cu l t i vars o f Miss
MufTet gained awards with
'Julie Sato' gaining a silver
way back in 1983, while
others obta ined bronze and
cul tural awards. Apart
from Miss Muffet hybrids
Cym. devonianum, unless
u s e d w i t h a n o t h e r
miniature species, does not
feature very prominently.
We have a Plush Canyon
awarded in Aust ra l ia and a
B u l b a r r o w a l s o a w a r d e d i n
Australia, both border line
n o v e l t i e s . T o u c h s t o n e

'Mahogany' received two
c u l t u r a l a w a r d s a n d a
b r o n z e . P r i m a r y
devonianum crosses finding
f a v o u r h a v e b e e n S w e e t
Devon (x suave). Cricket (x
madidum), Devon Parish (x
parishi i) , Vogelsang (x
i n s i g n e ) , a n d J e a n
Brummitt/Langleyense (x
lowianum).

Many other awarded
m i n i a t u r e s h a v e b e e n

primary Cym. pumilum
crosses such as Ruby Eyes
(x Sensation), Olymilum (x
Olympus), Sarah Jean (x
Sleeping Beauty), Lady
Bug (x Finetta), Amapola
(x Rio Rita), and Pipeta (x
Spartan Queen). Second
generation crosses all seem
to get too big but Dolly x
Ruby Eyes which of course
maintains 50% pumilum,
scored a solitary bronze in
1 9 8 9 . T h i s l i n e m u s t l e a d
t o m o r e a w a r d s i n t h e

future with so many good
tetraploid bred pumilum
hybrids now available, but
it seems slow in coming.

A s I s a i d a t t h e

beginning we are giving
m o r e a w a r d s t o m i n i a t u r e s

now than way back in the
seven t ies . However, the
average has been only six a
year, surely not enough.
Perhaps our interpretation
o f w h a t c o n s t i t u t e s a
m i n i a t u r e n e e d s c l o s e r

scrut iny. One th ing is
certain, as long as we wish
t o h a v e a s e p a r a t e
miniature category we will
have to make a dividing
l i n e .

When we read the ru les

very little differentiates
miniature from novelty.
P r i m a r i l y , m i n i a t u r e
cymbidiums must have a
known dwarf species in its
p r imary o r secondary
parentage. The plant and
fl o w e r m u s t a l s o h a v e
d w a r f o r m i n i a t u r e
characteristics. A complete
potted plant is judged —
no cut spikes.

W i t h t h i s i n m i n d a n d
with a plant before us, how
d o w e d e c i d e i f i t i s a
miniature? Presuming we
have our dwarf parentage,
a n d I s h o u l d n o t b a n k o n
that helping you decide,
w h a t o t h e r c l u e s d o w e
have? How large can a
fl o w e r b e t o s t i l l b e
c o n s i d e r e d m i n i a t u r e ? T h e

rules thankfuly do not
d e c r e e a m a x i m u m s i z e .
W h a t s i z e i s i d e a l f o r a
miniature? The average

size from awarded plants in
the past sixteen years is
4.8cm, the largest being
7 . 0 c m a n d t h e s m a l l e s t
1.2cm {Cym. sinense).
S e v e r a l w e r e 6 . 0 c m a n d

many were over 5 .0cm.
A l s o w h a t a b o u t t h e
forward falling petals that
commonly reduce flower
s i z e b y h a l f ? N o ,
measuring does not work,
b u t a fl a t fl o w e r o f 5 . 0 c m
overall width is probably
about what we are looking
f o r .

With plant size we are
also looking for dwarf
character is t ics, but what
does this mean? Should the
leaves be less than say
30cm long? Do very wide
leaves if short as in many
Cym. tigrinum hybrids get
ruled out? How large can
the bulbs be? Some Cym.
madidum hybrids have very
s h o r t l e a v e s b u t r a t h e r

large bulbs. So in the end
t h e d e c i s i o n i s b a s e d o n
your experience of how big
o t h e r a w a r d e d m i n i a t u r e s
have been, but when you
only see so few you will
probably have quite a job
to remember, and in many
times you will be faced with
b o r d e r l i n e c a s e s .

To a certain degree
proportion will influence
your decision. Balance of
fl o w e r t o p l a n t , i t s
p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d
iloriferousness, all combine
to make a plant more
suitable for judging in the
miniature category. The
handbook clearly requires
miniatures to be judged as
a potted plant, the spikes to
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Cym Kiri Te Kanawa 'Maori Maiden'
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.

Cym One Tree Hill 'Waikanae Canary'
Grower/photo: Norm Porter.
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be even l y d i s t r i bu ted
around the foliage with
sixteen or more flowers per
spike desirable.

A n o t h e r a r e a o f
contention is the poorly
grown intermediate size
Cymbidium that through
poor culture is not robust
with consequently smaller
flowers , sma l le r p lan t
habit, etc. This should be
clearly obvious and the
general appearance would
no doubt reflec t poor
culture. As well, immature
p l a n t s m a y a l s o b e
presented but are not likely
to have sufficient spikes to
be el igible, A point to
watch. A l l the same, as
descript ions of awards
suggest, a few have slipped
through in this category at
t i m e s .

In researching what
judges felt the main area of
impor tance in judg ing
minua tu res i s , the mos t
c o m m o n r e m a r k w a s
' ' o v e r a l l c h a r m a n d
distinction". This suggests
that miniatures pick up
points in this area as
distinct from novelties, but
t h i s i s n o t s o . B o t h s c o r e
ten points, so what is the
d i f f e r e n c e ? I n f a c t w h e r e
do the point scores differ
b e t w e e n m i n i a t u r e s a n d
novelties? Form has 20/20,
c o l o u r i s 2 0 / 2 0 ,
floriferousness of spike and
plant ] 5/15. So far all is the
s a m e . N o w w e c o m e t o
flower arrangement and
spike habit. The two are
c o m b i n e d f o r n o v e l t i e s ,
scoring 15 points, but are
d i v i d e d f o r m i n i a t u r e s i n t o
fl o w e r a r r a n g e m e n t , 1 0

points, and habit of spike,
10 points, the difference
obviously geared towards
giving our miniatures an
extra 5 points in this area
of presentation, a most
valued asset in a good
m i n i a t u r e .

A n o t h e r a r e a m o s t
j u d g e s p e r c e i v e d a s
important was foliage, the
whole plant being judged.
W e l l n o v e l t i e s s c o r e 1 0
points for appearance of
foliage and miniatures only
5. However, the handbook
goes to much greater
l e n g t h t o e m p h a s i s e
i m p o r t a n c e o f w e l l
presented foliage free from
all types of blemish. Only
plants with healthy foliage
s h o u l d b e c o n s i d e r e d . N o
such emphasis is applied to
novelties but they score
t w i c e t h e p o i n t s . N o
m a t t e r , w e h a v e t o b e
a w a r e t h a t m i n i a t u r e
c y m b i d i u m s m u s t b e
judged overall with the
plant being judged for its
appearance, the rules are
quite clear.

G o i n g o n w i t h t h e
scoring, substance and
t e x t u r e b o t h s c o r e 1 0 / 1 0 .
Now we get to another
interesting area, overall
charm and d is t inc t ion . As I
said earlier, miniatures and
n o v e l t i e s b o t h s c o r e 1 0 i n
t h i s a r e a b u t i s t h e r e a
different type of charm and
d i s t i n c t i o n f o r e a c h ? W e l l
yes, there is some. For
novelties the book says
"plants may not have the
c l a s s i c p r o p o r t i o n s
n o r m a l l y c o n s i d e r e d
e s s e n t i a l i n a w a r d

cymbidiums. But charm
a n d d i s t i n c t i o n m a y

o v e r c o m e t h e s e
shortcomings and produce
very attractive specimens.
A c e r t a i n c o l o u r o r
c o m b i n a t i o n o f c o l o u r s
may be the distinctive
characterist ic, as well as
form or a particularly fine
spike habit." Now when
w e l o o k a t m i n i a t u r e s t h e
good book says, "Charm
and distinction may be the
projection to the observer
o f o n e o r m o r e
characteristics of the plant
t h a t c o m m a n d s a t t e n t i o n
above the usual qualities
present , Th is is most
commonly found in rare
colours, or combinations of
c o l o u r s . A t t r a c t i v e c o l o u r
patterns in the lip may also
c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e c h a r m
a n d d i s t i n c t i o n o f t h e
fl o w e r . S o m e t i m e s t h e
form and carriage of the
fl o w e r w i 11 g i v e a
distinction and charming
a p p e a r a n c e . T h e s e
qualities should be present
in high quality orchids and
judges must recognise
t h e s e m u c h a d m i r e d
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . "

Now the first thing that
strikes me is that we have a
point score of ten that all of
us give a proportion of,
w h e n e v e r w e j u d g e
n o v e l t i e s o r m i n i a t u r e s .
We have already judged for
general colour and given a
score (out of fif teen).
Surely this section is not
giving us room to give
points for muddy colours,
o r o d d l y d i s t r i b u t e d
p a t t e r n s . I f t h e r e a r e
s t r i p e s , s h a d i n g s , o r
overlays with good clarity
h a v e w e n o t a l r e a d y
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Cym Phar Lap Hki Rose'
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c o n s i d e r e d t h i s i n o u r
twenty points for overall
c o l o u r ? A t t r a c t i v e ' i p
patterns are mentioned but
again I feel they have
already been judged (out of
five points). Well what
a b o u t t h e f o r m a n d

carriage of the flower?
Have we no t a l ready
c o n s i d e r e d t h i s a l s o i n
"flower arrangement" and
"habit of spike"? If this
score of ten points for
' ' o v e r a l l c h a r m a n d
distinction" is to be given
only for excetional qualities
o f t h e m e n t i o n e d
attributes, then how do you
normally assess your score?
Maybe you give five or six
just to keep the figures
right, like me.

T h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n
nove l t ies and min ia tu res is
h a r d t o a s s e s s i n t h i s a r e a .

Probably intermediates
h a v e a n a l l b w e a n c e f o r

varying form in the flower
where it says "may not
have the classic proprotions
n o r m a l l y c o n s i d e r e d
e s s e n t i a l i n a w a r d

cymbidiums". However,
our form judging may
already have ruled the
plant out by not giving it
75% needed fo r an award .
Assuming this is an odd
shaped flower that is not
round, star shaped, or
vertically oval, that it is
a l s o b a l a n c e d ,
disproportionate flowers
a r e a s w e k n o w t o b e
a v o i d e d . O n e w o n d e r s
what other shape might be
presented that has charm
a n d d i s t i n c t i o n .

So what we probably
should be looking for is an
extra special presentation
of plant, one of those
orchids that says "Hey,
I 'm worth looking at . "
O n e s u c h m i n i a t u r e w a s
Sarah Jane 'Ice Cascade'
judged in Adelaide some
years back. Its mass of
pristine white flowers in
profusion from a hanging
basket was a splendid sight.
A great looking miniature
o r c h i d t h a t g r a b b e d
a t t e n t i o n b u t l o s t o u t i n
form, and our "charm and
d i s t i n c t i o n " s c o r e w a s n o t

enough to drag it through.
Actually it gained an AD
f o r i t s w h i t e n e s s i f I
remember cor rec t l y. I
think we were a bit hard in

re t rospec t .

So I have posed a few
questions for all of us to
consider. In no way am I
trying to detract from our
handbook, I am merely
a n a l y s i n g h o w w e
determine things. How do
we know we are judging a
miniature cymbidium and
w h e r e d o t h e d i f f e r e n c e s l i e
in the concept of a good
novelty versus a good
m i n i a t u r e ? A s I h a v e

s h o w n a m i n i a t u r e i s n o t
just a small plant with lots
o f fl o w e r s t h a t h a s

"appeal". The fact is it
w i l l n e e d m o s t o f t h e
attributes that any good
novelty will need to gain an
a w a r d . O u r o f t e n a s s u m e d
i d e a t h a t c h a r m a n d
di.stinction will carry it
t h r o u g h i s a
misconception. Perhaps
the only area that can give

a m i n i a t u r e a n e a s i e r r u n
than a novelty is the fact
t h a t j u d g i n g o n
comparison of what has
gone before gives us a
s o m e w h a t l o w e r s t a n d a r d
b e c a u s e t h e s t a n d a r d f o r
m in ia tu res i s by tha t
definition, not as high.
F o r m i n m i n i a t u r e s i s

s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t i n
concept , wi th balance
taking precedence.

In terms of progress in
miniature breeding over
the last twenty years it is
h a r d t o m a k e d e fi n i t e
statements. Reviewing the
records back to 1975 shows
t h e r e w e r e f a r m o r e

pumilum bred hybrids being
awarded. Such things as
Pipeta {pumilum x Spartan
Q u e e n ) , B e a c o n F i r e
{pumilum x Khyber pass),
and Sweetheart {pumilum x
Alexanderi) were gaining
a w a r d s . H a r d l y a n y
devonianum influence was in
evidence. One, Peter Pan
'G reenslecves', got a
bronze award in 1977. The

sparseness of awards to
miniatures is very obvious
with only half a dozen in
five years being recorded in
t h e e a r l y s e v e n t i e s
assuming that they were all
pu l j l i shed in the Orch id
A d v o c a t e .

Things picked up in the
early eighties with the
devonianum breeding lines
making a big impact. The
Keith Andrew inspired
crosses having found their
way across the Atlantic and
finding favour with those
who could see fur ther than
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a huge bosom busting
cymbidium bloom. Such
crosses as Plush Canyon
(Rio Rita x devonianum),
Art Koester (Kalinka x
devonianum), Touchstone
'Mahogany' {devonianum x
Mission Bay), Bulbarrow
( W e s t e r n R o s e x
devonianum), and Til ly
W h i m ( R e m u s x
devonianum) all primary
devonianum hybrids found
favour with the judges and
only very few pr imary
pumilum hybrids found
recognition. However, as I
mentioned at the beginning
of this talk, the primary
hybrid of Miss MufTet
{pumilum x devonianum) has
probably had the largest
i n fl u e n c e . T h i s
combination had the great
advantage of breeding
much smaller plants with
b o t h s h o r t e r a n d n a r r o w e r
leaves and smaller bulbs,
a n d fl o w e r s w e r e

j i roport ional ly smal ler,
averaging about 3.8 cm.

The most awarded of the
M i s s M u f f e t c r o s s e s h a s
been Brown Ale (Show Girl
X Miss MufTet). This cross
made by Andy Easton has
a g e n e l i n e s t r o n g l y
influenced by Alexander!.
Once again we see this
e x t r a o r d i n a r y o r c h i d
affecting our award orchids
right up to the present day
in standard, novelty and
miniature cymbidiums.
B r o w n A l e h a s r e c e i v e d s i x
a w a r d s f r o m t h e C S A i n

past years and more will no
d o u b t f o l l o w . I h a v e

fl o w e r e d q u i t e a f e w
myself, with one or two

finding a place in the
pe rmanen t co l l ec t i on ,
though none have yet made
the grade for awards in
A u s t r a l i a .

So what else is making
news in the n ine t i es? We l l
not many new breeding
lines and that is a pity.
1990 saw the following
bronze awards: Ruby Eyes
'Claret Vale' and Ruby
Eyes 'Red Baron', both
p r o b a b l y t e t r a p l o i d
v e r s i o n s , M i s s M u f f e t
' K a y M i m u r a ' ,
Carikhyber x Miss Muffet,
a couple more Brown Ales
and a species sinense, and
one new cross {suave x
Voodoo) 'Naomi Sato '
with tiny flowers; it sound
e d l o v e l y. A f e w o l d
favourites gained cultural
a w a r d s : S w e e t D e v o n .
Cricket, and an Olymliurn
' W h i t e E i r w i t h fl o w e r s a t
6.0 cm, perhaps getting a
i>it large, but Jean Angus
'Pip' was also awarded at
7.0 cm, and lastly our old
f a v o u r i t e O r c h i d C o n f e r
e n c e , t h i s t i m e c u l i i v a r
' T i t o s h i ' , w a s b a c k i n t h e
limelight. A remake per
haps?

S o n o t m u c h n e w i n
min iatures but I am sure i t
is coming along on your
benches right now. Such
crosses as (Fifi x Miss
MufTet), (Phar Lap x Miss
M u f f e t ) o r ( C r i c k e t x
TufTet), then again maybe
s o m e o f S n o w P e t e r s o n ' s
m a d i d u m o r s u a v e b a s e d

hybrids may make the
grade. In the past years so
much ground work has
been laid with the mixing

of genes from a number of
species including parishii
and trigrinum plus the three
A u s t r a l i a n s p e c i e s
i n t e r w o v e n w i t h t h e

pumitum-devonianum line
through Miss Muffet. The
possibilities seem endless. I
am sure the next eight
years will see some new
and exciting miniatures
but a few new species like
t h o s e i n t r o d u c e d i n t o

paphiopedilum breeding
s u c h a s m i c r a n t h u m o r
armeniacum would surely
help us along.

August 1992

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

B A D G E S - 1 9 9 5 P r e - C o n f e r e n c e

badges are now available at
$ 7 . 5 0 e a c h .

Al l orders wi th S.A.E. to -
The Secretary
RO. Box 181
PA L M E R S T O N N O R T H .

"Coo/ Flowering
Orchids Throughout

the /ear"
- R o s s M a c d o n a l d .

Foreword by Andy Easton.
The latest, totally new

o r c h i d b o o k c o v e r s 1 4 4

spec ies , 163 hyb r i ds ;
c o l o u r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f

every plant.
P r e p u b l i c a t i o n p r i c e

$ 2 9 . 9 5 ( b e f o r e 3 0 J u n e
1994). Postage $4.50.
I n c l u d e s G . S . T.

I n f o r m a t i o n s h e e t o n

r e q u e s t .
R o s s M a c d o n a l d

1 2 B e n s P l a c e

Wanganui.
(Ph. 0-6-345 8826)
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Tubor ©rcbib^
Nursery: Greatford Road Postal: P.O. BOX 103, BULLS - Telephone 0-6-3220966
(State Highway 1) BULLS

H e r e ' s a s e l e c t i o n o f C O O L t o I N T E R M E D I AT E G E M S
(Ideally grown In the temperature range 8-10c minimum)

Zygoneria Dynamo x Zygo Perrenoudi Bulb and growth $8
H a m w e l s a r a J u n e X Z y g o T i t a n i c B & G $ 8
L a e l i a a n c e p s v a r V e i t c h i a n a B & G $ 6
S L C F r a n ' s D o l l Ye l l o w B u l b s a n d g r o w t h $ 8
M a s d F a l c a t a x c a l o c o d o n F l a s k S i z e $ 8
M a s d A n g e l F r o s t x u n i fl o r a F l a s k S i z e $ 8
Milt Andy Easton x (Goodhope Bay x Mem Ida Seigel)

F l a s k S i z e $ 1 2

Buy our l isted package of quality plants 7 for $50
Please add $6 Pack/Freight

P A P A A R O H A O R C H I D S
P A P H I O P E D I L U M N U R S E R Y - C O R O M A N D E L . . . N . Z .

S P E C I A L I S T B R E E D E R S O F F I N E PA P H I O P E D I L U M S

Plants are available from flask to flowering size for a range of species through to the latest
complex hybrids. So if you grow paphs ... or would like to. If you could get them ... then
write to me for my latest listings and be tempted ...

Phone o r Fax 0 -7 -866 8291 o r Pos t to : R . D . 4 COROMANDEL.

SPECIAL WINTER OFFERING : (Offer ends 31st August)
Multifloral Hybrids of the incomparable stonei var latrfolium "Ruth Kennedy" AM/AOS SM/CSA.
Only one plant of stonei var. iatifolium has been collected from the wild and that is the Clone
'Ruth Kennedy"... A very large plant with 4" wide. 24"" long pale green leaves and a strong
stem carrying six flowers well above the foliage. The flowers are larger than type, with a
wider petal spread and reduced purple pigmentation resulting in a more cream coloured
flower. It"s progeny have great vigour and inherit the high flower count... sets new standards
of excellence for stonei hybrids.
FIVE CROSSES OFFERED — STRONG, WELL ROOTED SEEDLINGS - 8" LEAF SPAN.

J u n e I s s u e
List Pr ice Special Pr ice

1. Lady Isabel [x rothschi ld ianum 'Papa Aroha' BMAIVOC] $18.00 . . . . $15.00
2 . V e r a P e l l e c h i a | x S t S w i t h i n ' C o r d ' ] $ 1 5 . 0 0 .
3 . ( x h a i n a n e n s i s ' P a p a A r o h a ' j $ 1 5 . 0 0 .
4 . ( x S e l f ] $ 2 5 . 0 0 .
5 . ( x m a f / p o e / j s e ' C o r o m a n d e l ' A M / N Z O S ] $ 3 0 , 0 0 .

$ 1 2 . 0 0

$ 1 2 . 0 0
$ 2 0 . 0 0

$ 2 5 . 0 0

Take all five and I will include in your shipment, a free rothschildianum hybrid of my choice...

S o u t h I s l a n d : P l e a s e a d d $ 1 5 . 0 0 .
N o r t h I s l a n d : P l e a s e a d d $ 1 0 . 0 0 f o r P a c k a g i n g / F r e i g h t .
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North Otago Orchid Society
B r i s b a n e To u r

C o f f s H a r b o u r
The day dawned cool

and sunny with a promise
of 17 degrees. We left the
Camden Lodge Motel at
8 . 3 0 a m a n d a s t h e m a i n

highway was blocked by an
a c c i d e n t a n d w o u l d n ' t b e

open until 12.30 pm, we
took the Glenreagh Road
which is a secondary road
but very interesting. At
G l e n r e a g h o u r d r i v e r
enquired at the local garage
a b o u t t h e r o a d a h e a d a s
there had been heavy
rainfall in the night — he
w a s a d v i s e d t o t a k e t h e

a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t e a s t h a t
r o a d w a s a l s o c l o s e d . We
h a d t o d r i v e I l k s o u t h t o
Nona Glen to get back onto
the Pacific Highway and
c r o s s t h e O r a r a R i v e r
twice, driving past the
L o w e r B u c c a S t a t e F o r e s t .

A s w e t r a v e l l e d w e
couldn't help but notice the
brick red soil which is very
good for growing things,
but colours everything else,
even the sheep. We arrived
at Woolgooga for lunch, a
smal l p lace but n ice,
bought a seafood package
IVom the local ilsh shop, .sat
in liie sun and ate it. pass
ing on the st|uid rings lo
ihosi ' who l ike i t !

On the hour we were on
our way again travelling
through acres of hillsides
covered in banana palms.
At 1.15 pm we arrived at
Bananacoast Orchids, the
home of Sandy and Ollie
A n d e r s o n w h o m a d e u s
most welcome. They were
nearly finished moving
their whole property from a
few miles up the road. The
plants were housed in
g l a s s h o u s e a n d
shadehouses most su i ted to
them. I was quite envious
with the ease in which they
grow their lovely flowers
and they don't get frosts
which is a real bonus!

Sandy showed us around
answering questions and
g a v e u s a t a l k a n d
presented us with a video
on "How to grow Softcane
D e n d r o b i u m s " . I f o r o n e
l e a r n e d a l o t f r o m t h a t .
Neville, Sandy's son, and
wife Shirley, live nearby
and they provided a shuttle
service wi th two four wheel
d r i ve veh ic les so we cou ld
s e e t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n o f

mainly species which was
most interesting. There is a
gully with trees and wild
o r c h i d s i n f r o n t o l " t h e
house which they are going
to develop with paths and
s e a t s f o r l o u r i s t s .

H e a t h e r T h o m p s o n
t h a n k e d b o t h f a m i l i e s f o r
t h e i r k i n d n e s s a n d
afternoon tea, presented
t h e m w i t h a s e t o f
placemats and teaspoons.

Back on the road again
at 3.30 pm passing through
m o r e h i l l s i d e s o f b a n a n a s
with bags over the fruit to
keep off the fruit bats.
Sealey Lookout, altitude
3 0 0 m e t r e s , h a d a
magnificent view of the
countryside, then more
b a n a n a s u n t i l w e r e a c h e d
C o f f s H a r b o u r a n d o u r
motel for two nights. The
second evening we put on a
BBQ to farewell Arnold,
our coach captain, and
presented him with a few
gifts and mementos from
h o m e .

Joan Butler
North Otago Orchid Society

R e d c l i f f e t o
Hervey Bay

Today, Monday 26th
July, we are heading to
Hervey Bay and as every
one was ready we set off-
thirty minutes early. As we
travelled up the Bruce
Highway we saw many
points of interest including

P a g e 6 7



t h e G l a s s h o u s e M o u n t a i n s
w i t h A r n o l d o u r c o a c h

captain expla in ing the
legend of the family of
mounta ins , one o f them
named Tibrogargan. We
stopped for photographs at
a wayside where a historic
p laque noted that L t .
M a t t h e w F l i n d e r s h a d

camped nearby 26/27 July
1799 - 194 years ago almost
to the dayl Other travellers
were also there making
"b i l l y tea" and dry ing
washing.

Our next stop a few
k i l o m e t r e s d o w n t h e r o a d
w a s a t F a r m e r R o b ' s F r u i t
Stall. Large pineapples
S l - 2 0 , M a c a d a m i a N u t s
200g for $4.00, and Papaya
t o n a m e a f e w o f t h e

purchases. Ettamogah Pub
of Austra l ian Post note was
to be our next stop. Here
several became acquainted
with snakes and the carpet
snake was the one being
handled — I only had the
courage to touch and found
it to be soft, and not cold as
you would expect. Two
l a d i e s i n o u r g r o u p
ventured a ride atop a
camel. A quick whiz about
the souvenir shop and a
few purses, and wallets
were lighter!

L u n c h f o r t h e d e e r w a s
our next experience when
w e v i s i t e d F o r e s t G l e n
D e e r F a r m . W e b o a r d e d a
t r a c t o r t r a i n a n d w e n t o n

tour, hand feeding the deer
including one very large
stag with a lovely set of
v n t l e r - T h e r e w e r e a l s o
I ' u i ' ; a f o w l , a n e m u .

wallabies, kangaroos and
w a t e r b i r d s . K o a l a s w e r e
also a feature of the park
a n d w e r e a b l e t o b e
c u d d l e d a n d
[^holographed. Gur lunch
s t o p w a s a t T h e B i g
Pineapple where exotic
fruits, desserts, salads and
sandwiches were ava i l ab le .
We a l so we re ab le t o r i de
the plantation train with
explanations made of the
growth o f p ineapples,
bananas and papaya, and
introduced to many exotic
f ru i ts o f the wor ld .

We continued on passing
through Gympie — timber
and gold mining area,
Nandina — ginger area,
and sugar cane by the
acres. We arived in Hervey
Bay at 3.30 pm to be met

by many of the local orchid
soc ie ty members who
whisked us off by private
c a r s t o t h e h o m e o f A l h o l
and Betty Bennett. Here
we saw the end of a great
d i sp l ay o f Vandas —
growing outside against a
brick wall. After enjoying a
scrumptious afternoon tea
t h e r e w e w e r e o f f t o t h e
h o m e o f B r i a n a n d G l o r i a
Pearce. Again outside were
freestanding concrete block
walls with Vandas and allied
genera planted in hollow
b l o c k s a t t h e b a s e . I n s i d e
w e r e m a n y g l o r i o u s
hardcane Dendrob iums and

Phalaenopsis. There were
more Vandas at the home of
t h e S q u i r e s w i t h
D e n d r o b i u m s a l s o

prominent.

Dendrobium arachnites at Caboolture Orchid Society Shop
Photo: S. Wray
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T h e N i s s a n s w e r e t h e
last place of call with
D e n d r o b i u m s i n t h e t r e e s a n d

a shade house bui l t around
a growing tree. In here
were many Paphs. as well as
a house of Fhalaenopsis,
some of which they had
bred themselves. Quickly
b a c k t o t h e M o t o r I n n
before going by coach to a
BBQ tea put on at the
home of Noel and Joan
J o y c e . M a n y l o c a l
members were present and
what a magnificent spread.
Everyone mixed well and
chatted. After the BBQ was
time for slides firstly from
t h e N e w Z e a l a n d

contingent and enjoyed by
a l l . T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l
raffles drawn with many of
the prizes leaving by coach!

We left Hervey Bay on
Wednesday morning with
our first stop being the
orchid collection of Evelyn
Williams in Maryborough
who had a wide variety of
genera and a delight to
v i e w . W h a t w e n o t e d i n

general was the size of the
hobby collections — they
were far greater than any
of us had as a hobby; the
ease with which Spanish
Moss is grown hanging in
great clumps under trees;
and we also came away
with a few tips and ideas,
and very impressed with
the hospitality we had
rece ived.

Jean Thompson
Whangarci Orchid Society

R e d c l i f f e
O r c h i d S o c i e t y
W e a r r i v e d i n R e d c l i i Te

a f t e r o u r v i s i t t o t h e
Caboo l tu re Show and some

tiki-touring back down the
h i g h w a y t h r o u g h
D e c e p t i o n B a y a n d
Scarborough to check out
t h e e x p e n s i v e c a n a l
housing areas where we all
chose our new "holiday
homes", then on down the
lovely dr ive along the

c o a s t l i n e t o o u r m o t e l
where we stayed for two
nights.

At approximately 3 pm
we were joined by several
m e m b e r s o f t h e R e d c l i f f e
Orchid Society who had
supplied a 22 seater bus
and cars to transport all 30
of us to a wonderful BBQ
h e l d a t K e n a n d V a )
Balke's place in Deception
Bay. We couldn't have
wished for a more pleasant

T = 4 - .

Syd Wray presenting Jim and Betty Raddatz with honorary
membership of the whangarei Orchid Society at the Redcliffe

Orchid Society- Photo: J. Wray
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evening (once we trained
the mossies!) and we had a
leisurely stroll around their
greenhouses before dinner,
w h i c h w a s d e l i c i o u s . W h a t
a n a m a z i n g a r r a y o f
d e s s e r t s !

Honorary Membership
to the Whangarei Orchid
Society was bestowed upon
Redcliffe President, Jim
Raddatz and his wife Betty
f o r a l l t h e h e l p a n d
friendship that has been
extended to the Whangarei
Society over the last 11
years in their visits to
Redcliffe and putting on
displays at Conferences
held in Queensland when
they have been a tower of
strength to us.

After the presentation
our group showed the
R e d c l i f f e m e m b e r s s o m e
slides of how we grow our
orchids in various parts of
N e w Z e a l a n d i n o u r

b a c k y a r d s — r a t h e r
smaller set-ups than those
w e h a v e s e e n i n

Queensland. There were a
few snow scenes thrown in
too, just to keep them
awake and down to ear th !

The next day we were
able to use our own coach
to be transported around
several "hobby growers"
nurser ies the firs t o f which
w a s E d a n d M a r y
T h o r o g o o d ' s i n
Scarborough. Here we
w e r e a m a z e d a t t h e
h a r d c a n e D e n d r o b i u m s a l l
growing hanging up high
in one of the greenhouses.
If you wanted to see the
flowers you had to climb up

Mrs Jean Delvin with Blue tongue lizard, Brian Lundsberg
looking behind, at Ed Thorogoods, Scarborough.

Photo: S. Wray

a ladder and look over the
top of the plants! and you
wa lked i n be tween rows o f
roots to get from one end of
t h e h o u s e t o t h e o t h e r !
A n o t h e r h o u s e h a d
hundreds of Cattleyas, other
types of Dendrobiums,
e q u i t a n t O n d i c x u m s ,
Phalaenopsis, Ondicium
Intergenerics and many
o t h e r s . S e v e r a l o f E d ' s

plants were on display at
t h e C a b o o l t u r e S h o w s o
there were not as many
flowers to see but even so
t h o s e t h a t w e r e s t i l l " a t
home" were lovely. While
t h e r e w e h a d s o m e f u n w i t h
their friendly gallah and
Just on leaving Ed found a
blue-tongued lizard which
several were brave enough
to hold for photographs.

Aboard the coach and off
to our next stop at Ern and
Beris Patching's who had
lots of lovely Phalaenopsis
plants with many spikes
appearing. The weather
decided to pack it in at this
stage and we had some
light rain but i t didn't
dampen the welcome we
received by Ern and Beris.

C o o l d r i n k s w e r e a v a i l a b l e

and after a good look
a r o u n d w e b o a r d e d t h e
coach once again and Jim
t o o k u s o n a l i t t l e

sightseeing around the
R e d c l i f f e a r e a u n t i l l u n c h
a t a l o c a l r e s t a u r a n t —
Inillei for only Sb.95 and
wliai a lovely selection.
Ve r y p o p u l a r p l a c e f o r
young and old.
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Our next nursery visit
was to A1 Sakrzewski's, or
"Big Al's" as he is known
to the local members. Here
we took in the sight of
many very large specimen
Cattleya plants which flower
profusely every year for Al.
They would have been at
l e a s t 3 - 4 f e e t a c r o s s a n d
were hanging from the roof
of the greenhouse. After
several questions as to how
and what they were fed
with and what pott ing
medium was used we were
on our way once again, our
last visit being to our
guides for the day, Jim and
Betty, who live in Woody
P o i n t j u s t s o u t h o f
Redcliffe. Jim and Betty,
commercial growers now
ret i red, had a wonderfu l
array of plants and flowers
on display — Caitleyas,
Dendrobiums, Phalaenopsis,
Papks, etc., and several
interesting flasks made
their way into the coach
when we boarded to go
back to the motel for a spell
b e f o r e d i n n e r.

We were lucky to sample
the food at a very popular
l o c a l C h i n e s e R e s t a u r a n t
f o r d i n n e r a n d w e r e

privileged to be joined by
o r c h i d i s t e x t r a o r d i n a r e , D r
A n d r e e M i l l a r b o t h a t t h e

BBQ and the restaurant,
who took great interest in
our group's background.

The Redcliffe Society
certainly put it on for our
g r o u p a n d w e h a d a
marvellous stay there and it
was wonderful to catch up
w i t h a l l o u r f r i e n d s o n c e

Joy Wray and Dr Andree Millar at dinner with members
Redcliffe Orchid Society.
Photo: John Thompson.

again. We hope one day
that they will come over to
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d v i s i t u s
so we can reciprocate their
wonderful hospitality.

Joy Wray
Whangarci Orchid Society

F i n a l e
On the final leg of our

t o u r w e t r a v e l l e d f r o m
C o f f s H a r b o u r t o S u r f e r s
Parad ise , v i s i t i ng the
Thursday Plantation where
we were shown how teatree
o i l a n d o t h e r r e l a t e d

p r o d u c t s w e r e
m a n u f a c t u r e d . I t w a s a
fabulous drive along some
of the coastline and many
holiday spots were much
admired. During our stay
in Surfers we saw many
places ol" interest and

enjoyed a day's outing over
t o S t r a d b r o k e I s l a n d
indulging in a scrumptious
seafood luncheon on board
the ferry. Two members of
the g roup , who sha l l
remain nameless, were co-
ersed into performing the
h u l a a n d h a k a w i t h t h e
t a l e n t e d e n t e r t a i n e r o n
b o a r d — m a n y
photographs and videos
w e r e t a k e n i n e v i d e n c e .

We would up the tour
with a party on the last
e v e n i n g a n d t h e n e x t
moring were on our wav
l ) a c k t o A u c k l a n d a m i
C 'h r i s l c lu i rc l i . worn ou t hu t
happy. ha\'ing mel manv
n e w f r i e n d s a n d h a i l
m e m o r i e s o i " a w o n i l c i f u l
t o u r .

Joy Wray
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Prated tender plants

+ SF Misting nozzle

Fĉ et produces a fine,
misty spray, safe
for delicate plants,
seedlings, new lawns,
fiouse plants and
ornamentals of all kinds.
Try tfie FogJet just once
... you'll agree ifs tfie
finest nozzle made for
fiome garden or

Greenhousê^̂ĝ
' 1

3 :

N E W I Y S E E D E D
L A W N S A N D

G R A S S S E E D L I N G S

EASIER
H O U S E P L A N T

C A R E
F L O W E R B O X E S F L O W E R B E D S

88 3599For ^ spray nozzle applications.

Spraying Systems
(NZ) Limited

P.O. Box 6047, Te Arc, Wellington. Ph. 059-328 or 859-329.
Te l e x : N Z 3 1 2 4 6 F a x : 8 5 6 - 1 4 3



S o m e t h i n g t o t h i n k a b o u t .

Are you completely happy with your
c o l l e c t i o n o f O r c h i d s ?

What is your goal?Len and I were talking one evening recently and he asked "How do you
upgrade or establish an orchid collection"?

The most important
answer is already given. By
t a l k i n g a b o u t y o u r
favourite plants. A good
t i m e n o w i s t o v i s i t t h e
current shows and take a
real good look at every
plant on display. Wonder
why one plant was given a
place ahead on another?
Also, talk to as many
people, compet i tors,
j u d g e s a n d o t h e r
enthusiasts as you can.
Tliat's for the show people.

Some people only
collect species, others
select a range of colours,
and others only rare and
perhaps endangered
plants. We can grow exotic
and tropical plants with
s o m e a d d e d h e a t i n t h e
w i n t e r a n d t h e n c h o o s e
f r o m a r a n g e o f
inexpensive fans, misters
or an automatic watering
system.

We find the temperate
N o r t h I s l a n d c l i m a t e i s
kind to most Cymbidium
growers. A little frost or
high winds can be
managed with a little
forethought, and there are

several other genera that
can be grown in the same
Cymbidium conditions.

Our meetings provide
l o t s o f i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t

g row ing cond i t i ons ,
repotting and dressing the
plants up for shows, butlittle about the plants
t h e m s e l v e s .

" R E A D A L L A B O U T
THEM". We have a grand
selection of books, lots of

them, and several are quite
expensive, in our library.
W e a l s o s u b s c r i b e t o
several magazines, which
in my view, these are the
b e s t s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n
about our plants that are
grown by other people. All
o f w h i c h l e a d s t o t h e

though, "Wliat does each
of us have i n m ind as t he
REAL GOAL, the ultimate
aim of having a collection
at a l l?"

Cattleya bowringiana 'Purple King'
Grower : D . and M. Pa tche t t .
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I b e l i e v e t h a i m o s t o f
our society people have
m o r e t h a n o n e c o l l e c t i o n .
T a k e a l o o k a r o u n d t h e

people you know. Books,
pictures, stamps, china
pieces and photo albums
galore. We will find out
about these one club day!
But we a l l have a common
interest in gardening. Pot
plants are our speciality.

Orchid people, that's us,
generally have a mixed lot
i n o u r g l a s s h o u s e ,
shadehouse, carports
(kitchen window-sills are
really popular for small
jjlants) and lean-io-places.
Along the way the Orchid
B u g o r t h e M a g p i e
syndrome usually takes
over and we land up with
too many plants, then
everything becomes time
consuming. Watering
takes too long and the
plants suffer through
being in over crowded
c o n d i t i o n s .

O n c e w e o v e r c o m e t h e

temptation to acquire just
one more of this or that,
t h e n t h a t i s t h e t i m e t o

really decide which genera
or orchid activity will
become your goal.

Phalaniopsis, Pleionies,
C a t l l e y a s , L a e l i a s ,
P a j> h i 0 /) e d i I u in s ,
O d 0 11 I 0 g 0 s s 11 m s ,
D e n d r o b i u i n s o r N e w
Z e a l a n d n a t i v e s . T l i e r e i s
a bewildering list of cool to
warm growing plants
a v a i l a b l e , b u t t h e n w e

Rossioglossum grande
G r o w e r : D a v e Wa t t .

luckily have our own
preferences. Unusual,
colourful, long lasting
orchids to aquire, they
provide the ultimate in
variety.

N e a r l y f o r g o t
ment ion Cymbidium.

t o

Colourful and plentiful,
t h e l i f e b l o o d o f t h e

competitive show scene
and the passion of many
appa ren t l y o rd i na ry
people. Here we have a
g e n u s w h i c h c a n
quicklytake over your
growingspace and your
i n t e r e s t s .

L a r g e s t a n d a r d s ,
intermediates (or novelty)
a n d m i n i a t u r e s c a n t h r o w

spikes that stand up like
soldiers, gently arch or
hang pendulous. Take

your pick. Many people,
b o t h a m a t e u r a n d
c o m m e r c i a l w o r l d w i d e a r e

competing to hybridize
T H E F L O W E R ' t h a t w i l l
be the ultimate in shape,
f o n n a n d c h a r m . D o n ' t b e

surprised that most of us
from any counti7 where
cymbidiums are grown
share the same thoughts.

T a k e t i m e b e f o r e o u r
next meeting to think
seriously about what you
like best about your
orchids, what you want to
make of your collection
a n d b e t w e e n u s a l l d e c i d e
the best way to achieve our
collective goals.

Tony Ballard

F R O M T H E S O U T H
A U C K L A N D O R C H I D
S O C I E T Y N E W S L E T T E R
A U G U S T 1 9 9 3 M
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N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
X Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T '

Leopard Lady 'Mary
Smith' (Sleeping Beauty x

Jean Slatter)
A spectacular combination of

creamy white petals, splattered
with Rose Pink spots, enhanced by
a snowy coral pink lip with yellow
centre, a massive spike of 14-18
August to September blooms.
5" Pot (SOOcc) large single growth

2 5 - 3 0 c m - $ 1 3 e a c h .
Freight & Packing - $3.00.

Nursery: 23 Parata Street, Waikanae (next door Mitre 10)
Hours - Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season, May - November, the Nursery is
open Sundays d Public Holidays Phone/Fax 0-4-293 6977

LYCASTE ORCHIDS
C U LT I VAT I O N &
H Y B R I D I S AT I O N

An essential reference book for
a l l those wi th an in teres t in th is
G e n e r a . T h i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d
book was written by the late
F r e d A l c o r n o f M A C A M A
O r c h i d s a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y
published by Mrs Alcorn and
M i c h a e l H a l l e t t .
Highly recommended.

$37.50 inc postage

Please send payment with
o r d e r t o :

Lycaste Orchids
P.O. Box 181
PALMERSTON NORTH

O F F I C I A L P I H L I C AT I O N O F

T H E A l ' S T R . A L I A . \ O R C H I D C O L N C I L

92 Pages
Eye -ca t ch ing Co lou r

S I X I S S U E S P E R Y E A R

Subscription Rates
Sea Mail $38.00 Air Mail $42.00

A l l r a t e s a r e A u s t r a l i a n d o l l a r s .

Send Application to:

P.O. Box 1H ighbury,
S o u t h A u s t r a l i a , 5 0 8 9
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V A N D A S

David and Geraldine's beautiful Vanda reminded me of the one that achieved The
Reserve Champion title at the 13th World Orchid Conference in Auckland.

It is not surprising, to
fi n d , o n c o n s u l t i n g
Sanders List of Hybrids,
that they do indeed have
s e v e r a l c o m m o n V a n d a

species and hybrids in their
ancestry. V. sanderiana, V.
coerulea smd a combinat ion
of the two V. Rothchildiana,
appearing repeatedly.

T h e r e i s a v e r y
interesting article in the
1988 A.O.S. Bulletins, Ju
ly through to August by
M a r t i n R . M o t e s c a l l e d
* ^ U n r a v e l l i n g A

Rainbow", regard ing
Vandas; well worth reading!

In reappraising V.
sander iana he wr i tes 'When
might you ask, is a Vanda
not a Vanda? Perhaps when it
is Vanda sanderiana., He ex
plains how V. sanderiana has
b e e n s h i f t e d f r o m o n e

genus to another over the
y e a r s b e c a u s e o f i t s
botanical and horticultural
differences. In 1914 it was
classified as a species of
E u a n t h e b y R u d o l f
Schlecher, because of its
two lobed l ip and the
absence of a spur found in
o t h e r Va n d a s . C u l t u r a l d i f
f e r e n c e s a s w e l l a s
temperature change in
t o l e r a n c e a n d o t h e r h o r
t i c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s ,
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such as flower and petal
shape, and a different
b looming season a lso
encouraged taxonomists to
class it separately.

Vanda sanderiana, hailing
from a tropical habitat in
the Philippine Island of
Mindanao, requires great
er warmth than nearly all
other Vanda species and its
hybrids. Hybrids which it
predominates are the first
t o r e a c t t o l o w
temperatures by ceasing
the growth of roots and
leaves!

V. sanderiana initially
became a popular parent
f o r h y b r i d i s t s t o u s e
b e c a u s e o f i t s fl o w e r s i z e
and its fuller, rounder,
fl a t t e r s h a p e . T h e
inflorescence also has two
desirable qualities, that of
its erect stem, which in its
best clones, tops the foliage
and also its capability of
displaying the flowers in a
uniformly arranged nearly
cylindrical head.

Along with i ts many
virtures, V. sanderiana also
transmits some of i ts faul ts
to its progeny, chiefly, the
tendency to flower only
once a year in the autumn
a n d t h e s l o w n ' * s s i n

g rowing and reach ing
maturity, sometimes re
quiring up to six to seven
y e a f s t o b l o o m a s a
seedling, which has grown
to the size of a young palm.

No other genus of large
flowered ordiids displays
the diversity of colour and
patterns, as do the modem
Vandas. The wealth of hues
and markings reflect the
contribution of genes from
numerous species, which
o f t e n m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s
at five or s ix or even more

generations removed from
the i r source .

That hybridists have
been ab le to deve lop
qualities of colour and
marking in large flowers,
that are essentially V.
sanderiana in shape and size,
i s a m o n u m e n t t o t h e

p o w e r o f s e l e c t i v e
breeding, states Martin R.
M o t e s .

T h e o v e r a l l , b r i g h t
colours that we are coming
to accept as commonplace
in modern hybrid Vandas,
d o n o t e x i s t a s s u c h i n
n a t u r e .

Va n d a c o e r u l e a — w a s
regarded by early orchard-
ists, as the finest of the
Vanda species for its long



f

Vanda (Southeast Beauty X Ascocenda Medasand)
G r o w e r : S h e r l o c k O r c h i d s .
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scapes of large flowers and
wonderful colour, coupled
w i t h i t s c o l d t o l e r a n c e
made it the prime parent
used during the early years
of hybridising. The colour
d o m i n a n c e o f V. c o e r u l e a

produces wonderful shades
of blue-purple. Blue, the
r a r e s t c o l o u r i n t h e fl o w e r
world is rarer yet in
o r c h i d s . T h e e a r l y
hybridists saw in V. coerulea
a much more dynamic
potential than in the large
f o r m a l a n d r a t h e r s t a i d V.
sanderiana.

V. c o e r u l e a r a n g e s
through the Himalayas
from India and Nepal to
B u r m a a n d N o r t h
Tha i l and . I t g rows a t
elevations above 2500 ft,
where plants are subjected
to n igh t tempera tu res
considerably lower than
those experienced by most
Vanda species. It was this

c o l d t o l e r a n c e t h a t
endeared the species to the
early European breeders.
T h e o t h e r f a c t o r w a s i t s
size. Although it can grow
rather teill, the leaf span is
q u i t e n a r r o w . A s a
breeding p lant , i t has
contributed more positive
features to its progeny.
T h a t o f s i z e , v i g o u r,
fl o r i f e r o u s n e s s , c o l d
tolerance, colour pattern
and length of inflorescence,
than the negative feature of
t h e s h a p e o f fl o w e r ,
b e c a u s e t h i s s e e m s t o

quickly be overcome in two
to three generations.

T h i s o r c h i d o c c u r s i n
shades ranging from whites

through pinks to reds to The 1960s saw the
blues, intense lavenders beginnig of hybridisation
and to purples. It in Thailand, where they
contributes its overall have continued to produce
tesselated colour pattern to many award winning
its progeny as well as the modern hybrids in the
long erect inflorescence of blues, purples and more
two or more branches recently, the yellow, by
which carry up to twenty introducing V. dearei and V.
five flowers. It spaces its scatidens.
fl o w e r s i n a l e s s c r o w d e d

way than V. sanderiana and An important note
in addition to zdl its other taken from Tauranga's
v i r t u e s i s t h e m o s t f r e e l a t e s t N e w s l e t t e r : R e
flowering species of the orchid names — eriana or
V a n d a s . e r a n a ? F o l l o w i n g a

T h e m o s t f a m o u s c r o s s I ® " 'of these two species is K In"rnattonal Botanical
registered in1931 but with constantly ORAC has agreed that m

J ^ . t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r
i m p r o v e d s t r a i n s b e i n g „ - . , 1 . ^ u jJ , ® a l l s p e c i f i c e p i t h e t s b a s e dm a d e , a n a v e r a g e p l a n t i j -, . ® o n p e r s o n a l n a m e s e n d i n gfrom a retnake ts frequent-
ly surpasstng an awarded adjectival
c l o n e I r o m a p r e v i o u s - , ,l o r m b y t h e e n d i n g
g e n e r a t i o n . . ' °

—lana, or (lanus, lanum)
Strap-leafed Vandas were and not —ana (anus,

first bred in Europe far anum). This reverses a
away from the part of the previous decision and
world we associate with changes been made to the
these co lour fu l t rop ica l RHS da tabase , e .g .
plants, but in the 1950s the sanderana becomes
centre of the hybridising sanderiana, walkerana
w a s w i t h o u t a d o u b t i n b e c o m e s w a l k e r i a n a a n d
H a w a i i . h o o k e r a n a , h o o k e r i a n a .

From Manawatu Orchid Society Newsletter 1992:2

C M i i i i d i i m i
We'd like to get in touch with the following varieties standard cvmbidiums,

who were on display on the 13th WOC in Auckland in 1990'
- High Siorio * Loch Lsmond (grocn)
- Curign x Mom Smith Beavers (yellow)
- Sleeping Beauty Wallaria x Golden Nuggetl Lutina (yel low, from orchid society

o f Sou th land)
- Orrorro Perfection Pink (grower J. Allen)

and Highland Mist 'Jayne' (green, seen in Austral ia)
Please contact Gus Sonneveld. SH 22 RD 2. Drury, ph/fax 0-9-294 7202
We are always looking for new standard cymbidium varieties for cutflower
production. If you have something please send us a picture.
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H i n d a s a n d e r i a n a
G r o w e r : R . F. O r c h i d s .
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P R E L I M I N A R Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T

P H O T O G R A P H I C
C O M P E T I T I O N

FULL DETAILS NEXT ISSUE
O R C H I D S I N N Z

i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e
3 R D N Z I N T E R N A T I O N A L

O R C H I D C O N F E R E N C E 1 9 9 5

S L I D E S O R P R I N T S

S U B J E C T
" B L O O M I N G O R C H I D S "
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T h e R H S C D - R O M i n f o r m a t i o n
System in New Zealand

b y D e n n i s a n d M a r t i n B o n h a m

The Sander's List of Orchid Hybrids
Most serious orchid growers have met the Sander's List which has been produced

since 1946. There are now seven volumes that make up a composite list of all the
hybrids registered by the RHS. The new volumes of the List are now produced
every five years and the latest included registrations from 1986-1990. For subsequent
registrations one has to look through tlie montiily or bimonthly pages reproduced
in the better known orchid journals, unfortunately not yet in Orchids in New
Zealand. The volumes cover consecutive periods of lime and the latest does not go
back over earlier registrations. Tlius one needs to have access to all seven books.
Fortunately most orchid societies have a set in their library.

A s t h e S a n d e r ' s L i s t i s

essentially of hybrids it
i n c l u d e s t h e n a m e s o f

species only when that
species has been used in
making a hybrid. Thus
species not yet used to
make registered hybrids
are no t inc luded. Th is i s a
weakness of the l is t and to
check names of species one
h a s t o u s e t h e t e x t s o n

species such as Hawke's
Encyclopaedia, Bechtel,
C r i b b a n d L a u n e r t ' s
M a n u a l o f C u l t i v a t e d
O r c h i d S p e c i e s o r
Pridgeon's What Orchid is
That? Unfortunately each
of these does not cover al l
the species and other
works may have to be
c o n s u l t e d .

One of the problems of
using the Sander's List is
that each genus is separate
and when looking up the
name of a plant in the

D e n d r o b i u m n o b i l e
Grower: Brian Mooney.
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Catlleya Alliance one has to
go through all the generic
and multi generic names.
There are 171 generic
headings in the Catlleya
(Epidendroideae) Alliance
f rom A l l ena ra t o Yav tada ra
so that even if one looks up
i n t h e c o m m o n e r o n e s

B.,C.,Epi.,L,Sof}li.,Br,,BL,U,Sla,
and Pot., in each of seven
v o l u m e s i t i s o f t e n a
m a m m o t h t a s k .

Wliy not computerise it?
Well of course they did.
T h e fi r s t v e r s i o n o f t h e

computerised list, entitled
t h e " R H S O r c h i d

Information System" was
r e l e a s e d i n D e c e m b e r
1991 as a combined e lTor t
f r o m t h e R o y a l
Horticultural Society, the
American Orchid Society
and the Singapore Botanic
G a r d e n s . M u c h o f t h e
work was done by three
A u s t r a l i a n e n t h u s i a s t s ,
P e t e r W i l k i n s . V e r n o n
L o b b a n d I a n M e l r o s e w h o
are computer people with
an in te res t i n o rch ids . T l i e

system allows a very rapid
search across all genera for
a n o r c h i d ' s n a m e , a n d
other search functions, as
well as the facility to
p r o d u c e p r i n t o u t s o f
hybrid lists, and family
trees showing the ancestry
o f a n o r c h i d .

T h e r e i s s o m u c h
i n f o r m a t i o n i t i t h e
S a n d e r ' s L i s t t h a t t h e
Information System has
b e e n r e l e a s e d a s a " C D -
ROM". Tliis is a compact
d i s k i d e n t i c a l i n

appearance to a music CD,

but containing data which
can be ready by a
computer equipped with a
special CD-ROM player,
lite disk is so spacious that
i t w i l l h o l d m o r e t h a n t h e
8 0 , 0 0 0 p l u s h y b r i d
registrations. Additional
m a t e r i a l i n c l u d e s t h e t e x t
o f t h e H a n d b o o k o f
O r c h i d N o m e n c l a t u r e
and Registration Part VIII
a n d t h e d e t a i l s o f A O S
A w a r d s a n d a l s o 5 0 0

pictures of orchids, which
can be viewed in colour on
•the computer. At present
we are hoping that the text
a n d i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f t h e
1 3 t h W o r l d O r c h i d
Conference Proceedings
w i l l b e i n c l u d e d i n t h e
t h i r d v e r s i o n .

T h e c o s t o f t h e w o r k
i n v o l v e d i n t h e

d e v e l o p m e n t a n d
production of the system
f o r t h e R H S a n d t h e

relatively small market
have been considerable,
and unfortunately this cost
is passed on to the
s u b s c r i b e r s . T h e C D -
R O M s y s t e m c o s t s
subscribers just over
NZS2500 (in addition to
the cost of the computer
equipment to read it), andthen a smaller charge for
subsequent updates. Hie
s e c o n d v e r s i o n w h i c h
contained registrations up
to and including August
1 9 9 2 . w a s r e l e a s e d i n
D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 2 a n d t h e
third version is expected in
l a t e 1 9 9 4 .

Advantages to RHS
Registration.

U s e r s o f t h e R H S

Registration system will
h a v e n o t i c e d t h e

imjirovement in the time
t a k e n t o a c c e p t
registrations now that the
m a t e r i a l i s a l l
c o m j u l e r i s e d . N o w t h e

app ica t ion fo rm is
returned, having been
approved, to the registrant
by reiurji. It still takes
some six months to get
i n t o t h e J o u r n a l
supplementary lists which
is related to publication
t i m e . P e r s o n s w i t h a c c e s s
to the RHS system can
check for duplication and
suitability before sending
in their application fonns
which can a l so save t ime .

C a t e s a t u m r u s s e l l i a n u m
G r o w e r : D a v e W a l l .
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Arrangement in New
Z e a l a n d .

The Bonham family
have jointly, with the
C o m m i t t e e o n A w a r d s o f
t h e O r c h i d C o u n c i l ,
purchased the first and
second vers ion o f the RHS
CD-ROM. Queries will be
answered rapid ly in
response to a written
request with a stamped
addressed envelope.
Telephone enquiries will
be answered by mail.

Tlie possibility of access
to the system from another
computer else^vhere linked
by viodem connected to
telephone lines exists but
as yet the demand for this
h a s b e e n i n s u f fi c i e n t t o
Justify the extra expense.

To i l l u s t r a t e t h e u s e o f
the system this week we
have had requests for lists
o f a l l t h e P l e u r o t h a l l i d i n a e
as we l l as l i s t s o f P le i one
and Calanlhe togetherwith
d e t a i l s o f A O S A w a r d s f o r
these genera. Local
growers are increasingly
interested in having labels
and names checked.

A l l m e m b e r s o f o r c h i d
s o c i e t i e s a f fi l i a t e d t o t h e
C o u n c i l a r e i n v i t e d t o
make use of the system.

Wha t shou ld we do?
W h e n e v e r o n e

purchases an orchid the
advise is to knock i t out of
the pot and check the
roots. When doing this
t a k e o u t t h e l a b e l a n d

check the spelling. If a
hybrid is shown as A x B
c h e c k w i t h S a n d e r ' s i f t h e
c r o s s h a s b e e n n a m e d . I f

you have any difficulty
t h e n c o n s u l t t h e R H S

System In Auckland giving
as much detail as possible.
The same applies to flasks,
gifts and even purchases
f r o m w e l l - k n o w n s o u r c e s .
Our aim is to improve the
accuracy of the names of

a l l o r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand. It is a great idea
if someone takes on thejob
of checking the names of
all plants on display at
Society meetings as is done
a t s e v e r a l o f t h e A u c k l a n d
S o c i e t i e s .

24 Coronation Road, Epsom,
AUCKLAND 1003. Telephone
0 - 9 - 6 2 5 6 3 0 0

(Cattleya bowringiana X SI Gustave Vinelze)
Grower: Barry Wickens.
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Show week strikes again!
(Or how I feed my cats)

A week before our spring Show I happened to be at a certain South Aucklandorchid nurseiy w lere I chanced upon some flagons of liquid fish fertiliser
which. I am assured, is potent and very efiective stuff. Replacing the top of my
head after taking a deep sniff to ensure that this was indeed the case, I made the
mistake of wiping my sticky fingers on my windcheater. "Pooh!" said someone a few
minutes later...."is that you?" Later still, Roy Neal sniffed the air pointedly and
said, "Are you still here Bev?" I answered that yes I was, and was there a problem?
But it was clear that I had become persona non grata, so I surreptitiously rinsed
strategic points in a post-cloudburst puddle and set off home with two flagons of
you-know-what in a plastic bag in the boot.

It was quite a long drive
a n d t h e s m e l l w a s
i ndesc r i bab le so I was no t

surprised to receive some
queer looks in the local
corner daity. Unpacking,
a l l w a s r e v e a l e d w h e n I
e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e
contents of one flagon had
e l e c t e d t o r e l o c a t e

themselves throughout the
car carpet.

For some days I endured
the extremes of olfactory
d i s c o m f o r t a n d d e c i d e d t o
r e m o v e t h e o n e n o n

offending flagon to the
orch id house . Th is a t l eas t
w o u l d r e s t o r e t h e

Capital City Orchid Society display, Wellington 1985.
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atmosphere of the garage
t o n o r m a l a n d t h e v i l e
fumes could do nothing
but good wafting about
b e n e a t h t h e s h a d e c l o t h !

Well the next night I am
due to transport plants to
Akoranga Drive and all
goes smoothly until 3pm
when I rece i ve a ca l l f r om
the fish shop. Here I must
digress.

At appropriate intervals
w h e n t h e t i d e s fl o w

correctly and the trawlers
do their thing, there
happens into my fish shop
large quantities of cream
fish, othenvise known as
leatheijackets. Tliesc deep
wate r ree f fish become,
when de-jacketed, small
succulent triangular fish
vaiying between 7-10mm
X 6-8mm, and are much
prized by Asian people for
s t i r - f r i e d d i s h e s . S o m e
retailers are apj)alled to



know that I purchase these
for my t\vo cats. Anyliow,
I h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d t h i s
routine in that every six
w e e k s o r s o I w i l l b e

seeking to 'buy in bulk'.
T h i s m e a n s a n

expenditure of perhaps
$60, but it buys me a huge
bin - perhaps 15 kilos.

T h e f u n s t a r t s w h e n I
a r r i v e h o m e a s w h i l e I

)ackage these up 4 to a
)ag for the freezer (2 each
l)cr meal), Jodie and
Bartiaby are performing
c a r t w h e e l s a r o u n d t h e
kitchen. Before 1 get on
to the next bit, I am as
c o n fi d e n t o f t h e v a l u e o f
t h i s d i e t a s i s t h a t a w f u l
m a n i n S o u t h A u c k l a n d
wi th h i s wre tched fe r t i l i se r.

Jodie and Barnaby are
given their cream fish
whole, and demolish them
raw. bones and a l l . Ti ie
result is that tliey have
teeth of adult tigers, coats
l i k e v e l v e t , a n d
temperaments as equable
as Roy Clareburt's.

B u t I c o u l d d o w i t h o u t
this bulk freezing bit when
I s h o u l d b e i n t h e c a r
headed across to the shore.

Pondering all this, I
glance out the kitchen
window and am intrigued
by an unusual object on my
next door neighbour's
l a w n . I t l o o k s a t fi r s t
glance like a loaf of bread,
but the more I regard it,
and the neighbour's dog
Duke's exceeding interest
in it. the more uneasv 1

become. Finally I check in
the orchid house and yes,
tlie remaining flagon has
disappeared. Neighbour
and I meet at the adjoining
fence, he holding a dog
tooth-pierced and heavily
leaking flagon of fish
fertiliser. About $12 worth
o f f e r t i l i s e r i s n o w

nourishing his lawn, and I
gleefully note his jeans.

By 5pni I am on my way
to Akoranga Drive in my
still slinking car. and
thinking that I must ring
Roy Neal. He told me to
top-dress my cymbidiumsin February with dried
b l o o d . I d i d t h a t a n d t h e
next day when 1 came
h o m e h a l f o f t h e m w e r e
s c a t t e r e d a c r o s s t h e b a c k
lawn, The local dogs love
my section.

Noth ing seems to
change for me in Show
week. One year it was tiie
s h o w e r , a n o t h e r t h e
garage door, then the oven
and tliis year has a fish
t h e m e .

I c a n h a r d l y l i r i n g
myself to tell you that
when 1 got home after
taking my orchids to the
Show I d iscovered that the

washing machine had
b r o k e n d o w n !

I didn't get one j)rize.
/Vnd now I've been made

r e d u n d a n t !

B e v O ' D o w d a

(jjriliitiiffi from fingf 92:
" [ . c i i c r l o t l i c E d i t o r '

growing - if it is not in thebook - they don't want to
know. Most are not in any
way prepared to risk their
p r e c i o u s p l a n t s i n
experiments. If only more
WOULD experiment and
f u r t h e r m o r e s u b m i t t h e i r
findings to their Society's
news-sheet journal, there
would be more happy
Editors and hopefully
more knowledgeable
growers. I can wel l
imagine the response to
my article when it appears
in print. "Horse manure-
f o r o r c h i d s ? U g h !
W l i a t e v e r n e x t !

J.A. Gulliver
England

It is great to receive this
letter from an English readier.
I am sure many readers will
be i n te res ted in you r
experience with this new
m e d i u m w h i c h h a s r a i s e d
many eyebrows amongst
established growers.

E d i t o r .

. . .

" T h i r d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
O r c h i d S h o w "

P a l m e r s t o n

N o r t h 1 9 9 5 .
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I N T E R W O R L D P L A S T I C S

NEW GENERATION PLANTER POTS

N O W A V A I L A B L E F R O M
C L A R E B U R T O R C H I D S L T D

A range of pots ideal for the orchid grower. Whether you are an exporter or
grow for the local marks or as a hobbyist, these pots will give your orchids
the boost they need.

Pots are made from virgin rubberised co-polymer material which guarantees
you a hardy pot, that won't break when your orchid roots swell. The pots
also have extremely good drainage holes that were designed around the
requirements of orchid growers.

Whether you want to grow your entire cop in these pots or use only one size
you will find Interworld's range of pots ideal for the orchid grower who
wants quality at the best price.

Ava i lab le in 6 s izes - Co lour Green o r B lack

Send for a price list today to:

C L A R E B U R T O R C H I D S L I M I T E D
18 Littlejohn St, Hillsborough, Auckland, New Zealand

Phone {09} 625-4027 or (09) 626-4948
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A History of Orchid Badges In New Zealand
New Zealand Orchid Society

This begins a series of articles tracing the histoiy of our orcliid societies andtheir badges. Actually, as it turns out orchid badge collecting is not all that
new. Thankfully there are many "Clayton" collectors who have been saving badge
mementoes from past conferences and various orchid societies for a number of
years, as many as 35 in some cases.

As our oldest society
T H E N E W Z E A L A N D
ORCHID SOCIETA' ( INC)
has a rich history. On
April 22nd 1948 eighteen
people met, having been
called together by the
secretaiy of the Auckland
Horticultural Society with
the view to forming an
orchid society. On May
1 2 t h 1 9 4 8 t h e e l e c t i o n o f
officers took place.

A society badge figured
prominently in the schemeof things it seems, for the
fourth batch of society
badges is mentioned in the
N . Z . O r c h i d R e v i e w i n
M a r c h 1 9 5 8 !

To d a t e t h r e e d i l Tc r e n t
d i e s h a v e b e e n u s e d . T l t e
first, a Caltleya design,
exploded after mucii use.As you can see in fig. l.tiie
three Cattleya look quite
different yet each badge
was j)roduced from No. 1
die. Fig. 2. and fig. 3. show
the badges when the die
was veiy new. Comj)are Fig. 2

Fig. 3

these with the veiiiing in
the Cattleya petals in the
leading logo. Tlie veining
tends to disappear as the
die wears .

Tlie second die using a
Cymbidmvi design has been
around for many years.
F i g . 4 . T h e b a d g e s
r e l e a s e d f o r t h e 1 3 t h
W . O . C . i n A u c k l a n d i n
1 9 9 0 w e r e m a d e f r o m

particular die, and for the
fi r s t t i m e w e r e fi n i s h e d
wi th a c lear res in .
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Fig. 5 Fig. 6

Badges from the third
d i e w e r e fi r s t i n t r o d u c e d
a r o u n d t h e t i m e o f t h e
14th WO.C. in Glasgow in
1993. These look very
much like the original
Cattleya design but have
the clear resin finish. Fig.
5. (centre).

Badges of Office sucii as
P a s t P r e s i d e n t s a n d
Secretary' are also valued.
As orchid judging became
established, a badge to
identify the qualified
m e m b e r s w a s s t r u c k a s
well. Fig. 5.

T h o s e w h o h a v e s e n ' e d
the Society well over many
years have been forgotten.Tlie ultimate is the badge
and four Bars. Fig. 4 &: 6.
Five of these ver)' special
badges exist at present
t i m e . T h e M e d a l o f
Achievement Fig. 7. is
handsome but large at
56mm so as Figs. 4 &: 6
show a simple "Gold
Medal" recognition bar is
presented simultaneously.
T h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n c e s a s

can be expected between
one Four-Bar badge and
another. Tlie other long
s e r v i c e a w a r d i s t h e " L i f e
Member" badge. Fig. 8.

Occasionally one issue
can look very much like
another so the badge-
b a c k s b e c o m e a n

important part of the
identification process for
cataloguing. Clasps have
altered markedly from the
unsophisticated bent pin
arrangement to the safety-
feature types of the
modern-day badges.
Sometimes a badge-maker
i d e n t i fi c a t i o n - m a r k o r
s o m e o t h e r f e a t u r e w i l l

help to confirm the correct
position in a badge line
up. The most valuable of
all though is the feed-back
f r o m m e m b e r s ' a n d a

Society's well kept records.
Summing up, we have

three dies with the first two

being used a number of
limes resulting in a slightly
d i f f e ren t " l ook " and a lmos t

always with a colour

var iat ion each t ime as wel l .
D i e n u m b e r t h r e e h a s
been used only once to
d a t e . ^

Article: Heather Crofskey
Photography: Val Bayliss

Fig. 8
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m VEG-GRO• J SUPPLIES LTD

Our Wes t Auck land add ress i s :

18 Cabernet Crescent, Massey
(at the end of the North Western Motorway S.H.16

b e h i n d t h e S h e l l S e r v i c e S t n )

P h o n e : 8 3 2 1 4 0 0 F a x : 8 3 2 1 6 9 9

(10 Firth Street, Drury) Phone: 294 8453 Fax: 294 7272

Able to offer at Competitive Prices
Abie to supply aii Horticulturists especially

Greenhouse and Glasshouse Growers

Herbage and Soil Analysis
* Seed (Imported & Local)

* Dyna Foggers
* Packaging

* H a n d To o l s
* P las t ic
* Safety

* Sprayers

Ca r t ons
Chem ica l s
G loves
F o o t w e a r

F e r t i l i s e r s

Irrigation
Nylex
String
Flower Sleeves
(Local & Imported)
Orchid Vials
T e t r o n

Flower bunching &
grading equipment
Rose stripping machines

H O U R S
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.
AN ORGANISATION SET UP FOR YOU THE GROWER.



'^elLe/v&' lo- the/ '^diton/

B u t T u t ! T u t ! T u t !

Sir.

Hey! What a wonderful achievement by Morris Almersten in flowering her
Dendrobium as reported by a proud friend in this column in Volume 20 No. 1. Well
done and accolades also to Audrey Bennet for taking the initiative to bring this
success to our notice. Perhaps others will make similar moves to help brighten the
pages, since bashful owners are often reluctant to raise the issue of their own
s u c c e s s e s .

Amongst other thingsthis example proves that
o n e d o e s n ' t h a v e t o h a v e
a glasshouse to succeed
with even the tr icky
specimens because orchids
are very forgiving and
don't all need a lot of fuss.

Just tiy to imagine tlic
s i t u a t i o n . H e r e w e h a v e a

species conditioned to
tolerate exposure lo the
s u n o f B u r m a a n d
'Iliailand imprisoned in a
house in Olago of all
places for six days of the
week, taken outside by tiie
busy owner on Saturday
morning, given a hosing
down presumably with the
car, then a feed, is hung up
to dr)-. jiresumably with the
washing and after all this,
i i looms in exultat ion! Sir,
there IS no justice.

But, (and there is a big
BUT) in recording the
stoiy you have fallen into
Ihe trap cunningly devised
by the naming botanist to
trip unwary players. If my
d e d u c t i o n s a r c c o r r e c t i h e

plant in question is not the
notorious and mythical D.
I h r y s i fl o r u m b u t D .

thyrsifloum. On the first
o c c a s i o n I b l a m e d a

forgivable typing error, but
it is repeated threzs
(whoops! sorry) thrice,
w h i c h a l m o s t m a k e s i t
indelible in impression
a b l e m i n d s .

My sensitivity to this
widely dispersed spelling
error was heightened some
years ago when our
unsuspecting newsletter
editor innocently made
t l i e s a m e m i s t a k e w h e n

reporting a wonderful
s jecimen displayed at our
s low by Norm and Dot
P o r t e r . T h e c o r r e c t i o n
which probably came via
fastpost from Dot had the
s a m e d r a m a t i c e f f e c t o n
our members as I recall the
' T H WA C K ' o f t h e t e a c h e r s
r u l e r o n t h e d e s k h a d o n
our class at primary
school. I canjust visualise
Dot's nostrils flaring is she
reads the article. If you
haven't already heard from
her you had better hurry
and print this correction -
or e se! Too late, I have
a l r e a d y b e e n
repremanded!! Editor.

F o r t h o s e w i t h a n
addiction for reading
v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n
which is immediately
forgotten, the epithet
Ihyrsiflonnn (try saying that
w h i l e m u n c h i n g a
digestive biscuit) means
flowering in Ihyrses or -
hav ing flowers in a
compact, egg-shaped
jianicle. A good one-word
description, I think you
will agree.

A n d s o , S i r , w h i l e
congratulating Mavis on
h e r w o n d e r f u l s u c c e s s ,
p e r h a p s w e s h o u l d
respectfully suggest that
when the washing is dry
next Saturday, she should
take the opportunity of
correcting her label,
together with every other
g r o w e r w h o i s
perpetuating the error.
Oh! And perhaps they
could go one step further
by exi)laining the error to
the per.son from whom the
plant was obtained. Good
Samarilans, that's what I
l i k e .

In ihc meantime, sir, I
just hope you have the
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memory section of your
word processor otherwise
you will most assuredly
incur 'The Wrath of Dot'

George Fuller
2 6 / 3 / 9 4

Mv knuckles are rapped! -
and I have no excuse?

E d i t o r .

Sir,
L i k e y o u r

correspondent Harry
Bennett in the June issue,
I too was intrigued by the
article on horse manure by
v a n d e n B o s h i n t h e
D e c e m b e r ' 9 2 i s s u e o f
O r c h i d s A u s t r a l i a .
H o w e v e r i t w a s n o t u n t i l

reading Harry's article I
decided to have a go, but
found as he did pure horse
manure originating from
riding stables is 95% straw
and 5% manure. Firstly I
was not prepared to
separate it and secondly
w h a t t h e h e c k w o u l d I d o
with all the straw. As Harry
had successfully used an
organic compost in the
beginning 1 had a look
around the local s tores and
to my delight I found bags
of a projjrietary brand
horse manure compost.
On the bag is printed 'A
tiaily organic compost.'

Mvc 15kg bags were duly
dcliverctl to my home and
the fun started. Despite
the fact it was June, our
m i d - s u m m e r , o v e r 1 0 0
plants were transferred to
t h e n e w m e d i u m i n a
fu r ious and lengthy
potting session. Complete
madness maybe, but we

have an old saying which
states 'nothing ventured -
nothing gained.'

A warn ing on the
compost bag did state it
w a s n o t s u i t a b l e f o r
ericaceous subjects,
thereby indicating the
compost was alkaline in
content. No problem, as I
gave the pots a thorough
wash through initially and
a s I p o s s e s s b o t h
conduct iv i ty and pH
m e t e r s I e n s u r e d
subsequent feeds were low
strength and had a pH
v a l u e a r o u n d 5 . 5 .

The plants repotted
comprise a good variety of
g e n e r a - i n c l u d i n g
Cymbidiums, Odont .
alliance, Vuylstekearas,
Aussie Dendrobe hybrids,
Sarcocliilus, Laelia, Brassia,
Rhyncolaelia (Brassavola),
Promenaea, Phalaenopsis,
E p i d e n d r u i n a n d
Zygopetalum. After fourmonths no plants are
showing any signs of
distress, in fact on some I
n o t i c e a e r i a l r o o t s a r e

entering the compost
which must surely be a
good sign. I must confess
I have not been watering
the plants twice a day - nor
once a day. Our late
s u m m e r a n d a u t u m n h a s
been particularly cold, wet
a n d w i n d y , i n f a c t
SejUcjuber was the coldest
for 40 years. I have only
watered once a week. Even
so, testing the pots after a
w e e k w i t h a m o i s t u r e
m e t e r I h a v e f o u n d i t s t i l l

gives a maximum reading.

I first started growing
orchids approaching 40
years ago when osmunda
fibre and spaghnum moss
was the order of the day -
and when fertiliser was a
dir ty work in orchid
culture. There is no doubt
osmunda and spaghnum
w a s a n e x c e l l e n t m e d i u m
for all genera and gave
good results. Just one
snag, repotting wad a
t e d i o u s t a s k a n d r e s u l t e d
in many broken clay pots
w h e n t h e l a s t w a s o f
compost was forced in.
Tlie final test was to lift the
plant by it's leaves - if the
pot came up as well you
knew you had repotted
successfully. If not, then
you started all over again.

To d a y n u m e r o u s
v a r i e t i e s o f p o t t i n g
m e d i u m a r e u s e d w o r l d
w i d e . I n f a c t i t w o u l d

appear most growers have
the i r own par t icu lar
recipe. I have yet to find
o n e w h i c h c a n b e

successfully used on all
genera. Dare I hope horse
manure is the answer to a
maiden's (?) prayer? I look
fonvard to reading Hari7's
promised update in the
n o t t o o d i s t a n t f u t u r e .

I have w r i t t en an a r t i c l e
on the subject for our
Society'sjournal but I veiym u c h d o u b t m a n y
members will try the
e x p e r i m e n t . I n m y
opinion most amateurs are
v e r y s t a i d i n t h e i r
a p p r o a c h l o o r c h i d

(Miilsiiliril nil (lilgi' iV5 , . ,

Page 92



Dend rob ium sande rae

Page 93



Shade Houses
Especially for the Home Gardener.

Variety of styles and sizes from $352 incl. GST.

Made of durable, maintenance free materials-
can also be extended to suit your growing needs.

PLASTIC FAMTASTIC
2/155 Target Road, Glenfield. Phone: 0-9-443 2685
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Am tmtemationai Rrvitv of Orehidalogy

A L E X D . M A W K E S

S O B R A L I A S —

C O M P E T I T I O N F O R

C A T T L E Y A S

Sobralia is, according to Schlechter, a genus of about 60 species, in the American
tropics. We believe that, following a critical revision of the component entities of the
group, this number would be materially reduced, perhaps to no more than 25 valid
species, with several varietal forms. Such a revision has long been needed, but due to
the extreme difficulties encountered when working with this genus, it will doubtless be
some time before an enterprising taxonomist undertakes such an exasperating project.

T h e s e o r c h i d s a r e ,
however, despi te their
botanical complexit ies,
a m o n g t h e m o s t
magnificent o f a l l the
m u l t i t u d i n o u s m e m b e r s o f
th i s fami l y o f p lan ts .
Certainly in few genera of
the Orchidaceae, not even
the flamboyant Cattleyas,
d o w e e n c o u n t e r s u c h

exquisite form, colouration
and tex ture o f b lossoms as
in Sobralia. The majority of
the known species are
t e r r e s t r i a l i n h a b i t . A f e w
b r i e f n o t e s o n t h i s
n e g l e c t e d g e n u s i s
appropriate.

Sobralia as a genus dates
from the year 1794, when it
was established by the
S p a n i a r d s R u i z a n d
P a v o n . T h e o r i g i n a l
species was S. dichotoma, a
superb plant known from
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia,
and probably elsewhere. It
is, although now rather

aberrant within its genus,
one of the largest of all
o r c h i d a c e o u s p l a n t s ;
Lindley, in discussing the
species, writes; "This is the
finest of the genus, six to
eight feet high according to
L i n d e n , f r o m t w e l v e t o
even twenty feet high,
f o r m i n g i m p e n e t r a b l e
th icke ts , accord ing to
P o p p i g , w i t h s t e m s
r e s e m b l i n g t h o s e o f
Bamboos." The foliage of
this species, as is typical of
virtually the entire group,
i s r a t h e r d r y i n
appearance, dull or slightly
bright green, and definitely
fo lded or p l icate. The
flowers , wh ich appear
singly over a long period of
time from an apical bracted
inflorescence, reach a
length of 75 mm, and are
typical ly deep lustrous
rose, with a somewhat
l ighter l ip. This plant,
c a l l e d F l o r d e l P a r a i s o i n

P e r u , h a s a l m o s t
e x c e s s i v e l y f r a g r a n t
fl o w e r s , t h e p e r f u m e
having been likened to that
of wallflowers or heady
jasmine. Regrettably, like
a l m o s t a l l o f t h e s e fi n e
plants, these blossoms last
only a very few days (at
most under a week) when
left on the spike, though we
have found that by picking
them as soon as they open
— g e n e r a l l y i n t h e
morning hours — their life
e x p e c t a n c y m a n y b e
considerably increased.

S o b r a l i a r o s e a P. & E .
f r o m C o l o m b i a a n d
Ecuador, is another large-
growing species with 75
mm perfumed light rose-
v i o l e t o r d u l l - v i o l e t
blossoms, which have a
white and magenta lip.
The plants attain a height
o f a l m o s t 2 . 5 m e t r e s i n
r o b u s t p h a s e s , a n d
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' generally grow at high
elevations (8000 feet and
more) in the Andes, hence
must be given a rather cool
s i t u a t i o n w h i l e b e i n g
grown. The culture of this
s p e c i e s i s r a t h e r
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e e n t i r e
g e n u s , s o w e s h o u l d
perhaps dwell briefly on it
h e r e .

P r i m a r y a m o n g t h e
cultural requirements of
these orchids is the rule: do
not distrurb! It has long
been apparent that flowers
are not produced until the
p l a n t s a r e v e r y w e l l -
establ ished at least for two
or three years in the same
pot. They appear to delight
in a t ight ly pot-bound
condition and grow best in
a well-drained compost of
about Yi decayed osmunda
fibre, J/3 old sphagnum,
a n d Y i d r i e d m a n u r e .
Since they do not possess
pseudobulbs for storage of
mo is tu re , they shou ld
r e c e i v e c o n s i d e r a b l e w a t e r
at all times, particularly
while the new growths are
forming, and should never
be al lowed to dry out
c o m p l e t e l y . L i b e r a l
applications of manure
w a t e r a r e b e n e fi c i a l w h i l e
the plants are in active
growth, and the specimens
should be given a rather
sunny situation at all times,
though care should be
taken not to burn the of ten
rather delicate foliage.
Repotting should occur
only when the plants are
too tightly encased in their
c o n t a i n e r s t o p e r m i t
fu r ther ex tens ion o f the

growths, and not before. If
further compost is needed,
due to deterioration of the
old medium, it should be
carefully tucked in around
the roots, disturbing them
as little as possible.

In Panama, where the
majority of the species
seem to occur, we find
another t ru ly majest ic
species, Sobralia leucoxantha
Rchb. f. (also known from
Costa Rica). This fine
plant, grows to about 1.8
metres tall, and bears white
flowers, the lip marked
with yellow or orange in
the th roa t .

I n W i l l i a m s ' r e v i s i o n o f
the genus in Panama,
sixteen species are listed as
native to that country, of
these, S. panamensis Schltr.
is certainly among the
prettiest. It is another large
plant, often epiphytic in
habit, with flowers varying
in colour from purple to
w h i t e .

A m o n g t h e m o s t
commonly seen members
of this genus in cultivation
is Sobralia macranlha Ldl.,
k n o w n f r o m M e x i c o a n d
G u a t e m a l a , w h e r e i t i s
apparently often rather
c o m m o n i n s o m e a r e a s . I t
is a very large plant, to 2.5
m e t r e s o r m o r e , a n d
among the most easily
cultivated of the group.
T h e m a r v e l l o u s fl o w e r s
reach a d iameter o f a lmost
300 mm, and are typically
rose or magenta-rose, with
a darker lip, marked with
ye l low or go ld in the

tubular throat. When cut
from the plant, it is
virtually impossible to tell
one of these flowers, at a
distance at least, from a
fine Cattleya,

M a n y a d d i t i o n a l
S o b r a l i a s a r e k n o w n t o
science, though they are
s e l d o m s e e n i n c o l l e c t i o n s

today, due doubtless to
their impresive and space-
consuming size, and to the
fugaciousness of the
flowers. When in b loom,
h o w e v e r, t h e s e t r u l y
a r i s t o c r a t i c o r c h i d s c a n

successfully vie with any
plant in the family, and
e v e n f u r n i s h s e r i o u s
competition to the proud
frilled Cattleyas and their
i l k . ^

A . D . H .

"Coo/ Flowering
Orchids Throughout

the yeaF'
- Ross Macdona ld .

Foreword by Andy Easton.
The latest, totally new

o r c h i d b o o k c o v e r s 1 4 4
spec ies , 163 hyb r i ds ;
c o l o u r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f
every plant.

P r e p u b l i c a t i o n p r i c e
$29.95 (before 30 June
1994). Postage $4.50.
Includes G.S.T.
I n f o r m a t i o n s h e e t o n
reques t .

R o s s M a c d o n a l d
12 Bens Place
Wanganui.
(Ph. 0-6-345 8826)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 1994

D A T E S O C I E T Y V E N U E , A D D R E S S

July 6,7,8,9,10 NEW ZEALAND Mt Albert \fer Memorial Hall, New North Road,
Mt Albert, Auckland

July 17 WAIKATO Chartwell Seminar Room, Hamilton Gardens PavQion,
Cobham Drive, Hamilton

Aug 13,14 KAPm Kapiti Senior Citizens Centre, Ocean Road,
Fapaparaumu Beach

Sept 1,2,3,4 WHANGAREI Forum North Centre, Wbangarei
Sept 3,4 HOWICK All Saints Church Hall, Cook Street, Howick, Auckland
Sept 9,10,11 HAWKE'SBAY Hastings Girls High School
Sept 9,10 HIBISCUS COAST Community Hall, Orewa
Sept 10,11 SOUTH AUCKLAND Papakura Community Centre, Great South Road,

Fapakura
Sept 10,11 SOUTH CANTERBURY Caroline Bay Hall, Timaru
Sept 14,15,16,17,18 NEW ZEALAND Mr Albert War Memorial Hall, New North Road,

Mt Albert, Auckland

Sept 17,18 LEVIN Horowhenua College Hall, Weraroa Road, Levin
Sept 17,18 ROTORUA Soundshell, Lake Front, Rotorua
Sept 16,17,18 TAURANGA Greerton Hall, Cameron Road, Tauranga
Sept 23,24,25 TARANAKI St Josephs Hall, Devon Street, New Plymouth
Sept 24,25 MANAWATU Convention Centre, Main Street, Palmerston North
Sept 30, Oct 1,2 NORTH SHORE Browns Bay Community Centre, Bute Road,

Browns Bay, Auckland
Sept 30, Oct 1,2 WAIKATO Chartwell Seminar Room, Hamilton Gardens

Pavilion, Cobham Drive, Hamilton
O c t 1 , 2 TA U P O G r e a t L a k e s C e n t r e , To n g o r i o S t r e e t , T i i u p o
Oct 1,2 WANGANUI Wanganui City College, Ingestre Street, Wuiganui
Oct 7,8 DANNEVIRKE St Josephs Church Hall, Allardice Street, Dannevirke
Oct 15,16 WAIRARAPA McGregor Ha l l , Workop Road, Master ton

All societies are offered the fiee listing of their current years show dates.
Please ensure accurate and full information is forwarded if this listing is to be

of maximum use.
Details must be received by the Editor as follows to guarantee inclusion in the

i s s u e n o t e d : -

I S S U E R E Q U I R E D B Y I S S U E R E Q U I R E D B Y
M a r c h 1 J a n u a r y S e p t e m b e r l j u l y
J u n e 1 A p r i l D e c e m b e r 1 O c t o b e r

P a g e 9 8



N a t i v e O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
Call for papers

The first New Zealand Native Orchid Group Conference
will be held with the annual Taupo Orchid Society Field Days

on 2-4 December 1994
to celebrate the official opening of the

Iwitahi Native Orchid Reserve and Heritage Park
by the Hon Simon Upton, Minister for the Environment.

Offers of papers and registration enquiries should be directed to
Trevor Nicholls, 33 Hinekura Ave, TAUPO. Phone: (07) 3784813
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Th.e Gochiioda ger>us comprises ^-species,',

natives of South American 'ArideS;. Thev are7-:--iv.;"̂ '
natives of the cloud forest, growing at an altitude '


