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TT is great to see an orchid society taking the initiative. Run a series of seminars on
our favourite orchids, get together a bunch of great speakers who know their

subjects, and then GET IT ALL DOWN ON PAPER. All too often good seminars are
appreciated by those present, but many people cannot, for many reasons, attend all
orchid functions. Securing a permanent record of the talks, and taking the time and
effort to ensure that these are published, ensures the widest possible dissemenation of
the information which would be of interest to a wider range of orchid growers.

T H A N K S A L O T

It is obvious from many
of the orchid journals that
there continues the age old
p r o b l e m o f s e c u r i n g
c o n t r i b u t i o n s , a n d i f
any th ing i t i s ge t t i ng
w o r s e . S o m e o f t h e

specialist newsletters which
s t a r t e d o f f w i t h b o u n d s o f
e n t h u s i a s m a r e a l s o
experiencing the difficulties
of continuing contribufitins
t o t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s ,
learning the experience of
s i m i l a r p u b l i c a t i o n s
o v e r. s e a s w h i c h h a v e a l s o
suffered the same problem
for many years.

T h e r e s e e m s t o b e a
widespread malaise — take
all you can get but don't
b o t h e r t o c o n t r i b u t e .

This magazine, 'our '
m a g a z i n e f o r a l l o r c h i d
growers in New Zealand,
has experienced similar
d i f fi c u l t i e s . R e c e n t l y
through the efforts of some
C o u n c i l m e m b e r s , m o r e
c o n t r i b u t i o n s h a v e a r r i v e d ,
but over the last few years
w i t h o u t t h e e f f o r t s o f o n e
a ffi l ia ted soc ie ty your
magazine would have been
a thin publication indeed.
N o t o n l y h a v e t h e y

e d i t o r i a l

a r r a n g e d s t i m u l a t i n g
.seminars, but the papers
f r o m t h o s e e v e n t s h a v e
b e e n o f w i d e s p r e a d
interest. If one society can
take the t ime, effort and
e n t h u s i a s m , t o a c h i e v e
such results, surely it must
be achievable by all. I
k n o w t h e r e h a v e o v e r
recent years been events
organised by societies in
this country, where good
speakers have presented
papers which would have
widespread interest, but
n o - o n e k n o w s a b o u t t h e m
e i t h e r t h a n t h e s m a l l

number of people present
at those events.

O r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand is your magazine,
owned by all memliers of
affi l ia ted orch id soc ie t ies in
this country. Like all such
p u b l i c a t i o n s i t i s
e x p e r i e n c i n g i t s o w n
p r o b l e m s o f l a c k o l "
m a t e r i a l , l a c k o f
a d v e r t i s e r s , s u b s c r i b e r s
e t c . I t i s a n a s s e t w h i c h
needs the support of all

o r c h i d g r o w e r s , b u t
espec ia l l y those f rom
affi l i a ted soc ie t i es . I f each
society contributed only
o n e o r t w o a r t i c l e s e a c h

year, then we would have
plenty of original material.
Orchid growing covers a
wide field, and we all have
plants or experience which
is o f in te res t to o thers ;
please take the effort to put
this on paper. It is worth
asking the question —
"what have you and your
society done for your
magazine over the last 12
m o n t h s ? "

The example of the
Cymbidium Society of
A m e r i c a , N e w Z e a l a n d
Branch, in running their
c y m b i d i u m s e m i n a r s ,
transcribing their speakers
notes, and making them
a v a i l a b l e t o O r c h i d s i n
N e w Z e a l a n d i s a n
example other societies
cou ld we l l emu la te . To the
efiorts of Ray Dix and
o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h a t
organisation we all owe a
great vote of thanks. If one
society can do as much
surely others can take up
the challenge as well. How
a b o u t i t ? ^
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DISAS ARE EASY . . .
Disa unijlora is an orchid which is commonly pictured in orchid books and

periodicals. Its bright colour and relatively large flowers have left orchid growers
wor ldwide w i th an obsess ion to ob ta in and cu l t i va te these te r res t r ia l o rch ids .

The genus comprises
approximately 130 species
centered in South Africa,
t h o u g h o n l y a s m a l l
percentage of the Disa
species have found homes
o u t s i d e o f S o u t h A f r i c a .

Quite a number have small
insignificant flowers which
h a v e l i t t l e h o r t i c u l t u r a l
v a l u e .

The main species avail
a b l e i n A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w
Zealand are Disa unijlora,
D. tripetaloides, D. racemosa
a n d D . c a r d i n a l i s . A l l o f
these species are easily
grown using the conditions
o u t l i n e d b e l o w.

Sydney is on a similar
l a t i t u d e t o Ta b l e M o u n t a i n
near Cape Town which is
o n e o f t h e h a u n t s o f D i s a
unijlora, known locally as
' T h e P r i d e o f T a b l e
M o u n t a i n ' . T h e r e f o r e n o
artificial heating is required
and, importantly, the day
lengths are virtually the
s a m e s o t h a t fl o w e r i n i t i a t i o n

poses few problems. Our
plants sulTered no ill effects
from recent heavy frosts
(down to -1°C). In fact they
a r e b e t t e r i n c o o l c o n d i t i o n s .

S u m m e r i s f a r m o r e t h e

danger time than winter;
keeping the roots cool is the
a i m i n s u m m e r .

David Banks of
T h e A u c k l a n d
O r c h i d C l u b

d i scusses D i sas .
Reprinted from

t h e i r B u l l e t i n
8:6 July 1990.

We grow our Disas in a
b u s h h o u s e u n d e r 5 0 %
shade; the house has a fibre-
g l a s s r o o f t o c o n t r o l
watering. All of our plants
are grown in black plastic
pots in pure live sphagnum
moss. It is important that
the sphagnum is kept
m o i s t , n o t w e t .

Our potted Disas- are
p l a c e d o n a b e d o f
sphagnum moss on a solid
bench. This bed helps to
maintain humidity around
the plants—in their natural
habitat disas are commonly
f o u n d o n t h e b a n k s o f

flowing creeks. Good air
m o v e m e n t i s e s s e n t i a l f o r
healthy foliage and the
general well-being of the
plants. Under stagnant
h u m i d c o n d i t i o n s l e a f r o t
becomes a very real problem
and must be kept in check.
Individual plants don't
produce many leaves and
the loss of a few will greatly

hinder the ability of the
plant to photosynthesise
effectively.

No fert i l isers are used as
these cause the su r face o f
the sphagnum moss to
become slimy and inhibit
aerat ion around the tuberoid
a n d r o o t s .

D i s a s h a v e a s i m i l a r

vegetative make-up to our
local Pteroslylus. The plant
grows from a tuberoid
which is just below the
surface of the growing
medium. After flowering
t h e t u b e r o i d s h o u l d h a v e
formed to replace the spent
growth. From the tuberoid
sprout shoots, roots and
sto lons—root- l ike extens ions
which form new plants at
t h e i r e n d s . D i s a s r e m a i n
evergreen though growth
slows down during the
cooler months of the year.
Repotting is an annual
practice, after flowering or
during early autumn. It is
important to plant in fresh
sphagnum as after twelve
m o n t h s t h i s m e d i u m
compacts and restricts air
c i rculat ion. Dur ing the
repotting process the young
plants from the stolons,
which usually appear at the
edge of the pot or through
the drainage holes, can be
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careful ly removed and
potted individually. After
flowering your first disa
most of you would want to
grow more of them. Unlike
the majority of orchids,
Disas can easily be grown
from seed wi thout the need
t o r e s o r t t o fl a s k i n g
techniques. Firstly, boil
some fresh sphagnum moss
f o r 1 5 m i n u t e s i n a r i c e
cooker or similar utensil,
allow this to cool and place
in a new 150mm plastic pot
w h i c h i s fi l l e d t o h a l f i t s
depth. The disa seed is sown
directly onto the surface of
t h e s p h a g n u m . I t i s
important that the seed is
very fresh as it does not
remain viable for long. We
sow our seed as soon as it is
ripe, The pot is placed, as
is, right next to the parent
plants. Within three weeks
protocorms can be seen
developing; these soon
grow a very small grass-like

l e a f . A f t e r t w e l v e m o n t h s
these plants can be potted
individually into tubes.
Next season the seedlings
are potted into 100mm pots
in which they will bloom.

P l a n t s a r e w a t e r e d
o v e r h e a d w h e n t h e
sphagnum just starts to lose
its bright green tinge. If
doubtful about the quality
of your water it may be safer
to use rainwater until you
have a number of plants to
experiment with.

The main pests are slugs
and snai ls which can cause
a c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t o f

damage in a relatively
s h o r t t i m e . V i r u s e s a r e
u n k n o w n i n D i s a .

In summary, the main
points to remember in
growing Disas successfully
a r e :

• Fresh live sphagnum moss
• 5 0 % s h a d e

• Keep moist, not wet
• good air movement
• keep roots cool in summer

Remember Disas are bog
plants and are grown in the
same way as a number of
carniverous plants, such as
sundews. They are not
grown like 'normal' orchids.

Flowers are produced
mostly between November
and February although
hybridising is now extending
the flowering season and the
range of colours.

D isas have an in fec t i ous

appeal to both beginners and
o l d h a n d s i n t h e o r c h i d
game. Actually they are a lot
like salted peanuts—once
you've had one you can't
stop. Before long you will be
putting a section of bench
aside fbr Disas, but wouldn't
that be nice. Yes, Disas are
easy!

D i s a u n i fl o r a

About (en years ago I received some Disa uniflora seed from the Taranaki OrchidSociety. This germinated easily in fine bark, but then my troubles started. I had
many seedlings and fortunately some sur\'ived years of mismanagement when trying to
grow them in a glasshouse. Now I know better! Disa unijlora thrives when grown out
doors all year round provided a few simple precautions are taken.

This orchid, sometimes
known as the pride of
Table Mountain, ranges in
colour from red, orange to
pink. Its native habitat is in
t h e T a b l e M o u n t a i n s i n
South Afr ica. I t gnjws
along streamsides, around
pools of water and on
dripping rocky cliffs. It

likes water, but more than
(hat, it appears to like a
(low of water about its roots
a t a l l l i m e s . T h e D i s a
flower differs from any
orchids. It has a showy
dorsal sepal, the most
prominent feature of the
flower, and two la rge
lateral sepals. The petals

a n d l i p a r e q u i t e
insignificant,

After flowering the plant
appears to die completely
b u t n o t u n t i l i t h a s

produced several plantlets
f rom the tuber a t the base
o f the o ld flower s tem and
from underground runners
c a l l e d s t o l o n s . I t i s f r o m
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these plantlets that flowers
w i l l d e v e l o p i n t h e
following season.

T h e c u l t u r e o f D i s a

uniflora must follow several
basic requirements. A free
draining potting mix is
essential. Sand and peat
c o m b i n a t i o n a r e o f t e n
used, but in New Zealand
bark is a very satisfactory
m e d i u m . I u s e d t o u s e a
fine grade bark which gave
good results, but this year,
because I cou ld no t ob ta in
fi n e b a r k , I u s e d Ya t e s
orchid mix (a mixture of
bark and ponga) and the
p l a n t s a p p e a r t o b e
thriving.

Disa requires a copious
flow of water. Overseas
information suggests that
the plants grow better with
a soft water supply that has
a pH in the 4.5 - 6.5 range.
Wellington's water has a
pH of 7.5 - 8.5 so it is
rather high. Rain water
with a pH of about 5.0 is
ideal so plant benefit from
being outside al l year
r o u n d .

Some growers use a
s y s t e m k n o w n a s
hydroculture. Pots are placed
in plastic trays which are
connected to a water tank .
Water flows into the tray,
which acts as a water bed,
providing a continuous
fl o w o f w a t e r a b o u t t h e
base of the pots. The water
drains back into the storage
tank. A small pump is
r e q u i r e d t o m a i n t a i n
c i r c u l a t i o n a n d f e r t i l i z e r s
can be added to the water
as required. This system

provides almost complete
control of the growing
e n v i r o n m e n t .

A n o t h e r c u l t u r a l

requirement is a cool root
run. The plants like bright
l i g h t a n d t h e a i r
temperature may exceed
25°C so long as the roots
are kept cool — no higher
t h a n 2 5 ° C . I n t h e i r n a t i v e
habitat the plants survive
w in te r s o f snow and i ce . I

grow the plants in wire
b a s k e t s l i n e d w i t h b l a c k

plast ic punctured wi th
many small holes at the
b a s e . T h i s a l l o w s w a t e r t o

drip out of the basket over
a period of time. There are
six to eight plants to a
b a s k e t a n d t h e y a r e
watered every day when it
is not raining of course.
The baskets hang under
some large shrubs in the
garden. In summer they
receive very little direct
sunlight but in winter,

when the sun is weak, I
s h i f t t h e b a s k e t s t o a

br ighter s i tuat ion. Hot
drying winds should be
a v o i d e d a n d s o m e

p r o t e c t i o n m a y b e
necessary, but I am sure
that plenty of fresh air
keeps the plants robust,
healthy and pest free.

Disa uniflora is not a gross
f e e d e r . A b a l a n c e d
f e r t i l i z e r J 4 t o 5 4 n o r m a l

strength about every two
w e e k s s e e m s t o b e a b o u t

right. Flowering plants are
q u i t e s m a l l b u t t h e y
produce spikes up to 30 cm
tall carrying 1-5 flowers.
T h e fl o w e r s l a s t a b o u t s i x
weeks in good condition
and in m id to l a te summer

they make a very welcome
splash of colour in the
g a r d e n . ^

D a v e W a t t

Capital City Orchid Society
Newsletter, July 1992
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Top: Disa uniJJora flowering on a February morning.
B o d o m : D i s a V e i t c h i i ' H e l e n ' .

G r o w e r : B i l l F r a n s e n

G r o w e r : H e l e n & R e x E d d y
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I N T E R W O R L D P L A S T I C S

NEW GENERATION PLANTER POTS

We have a range of pots ideal for the orchid grower.
Whether you are an exporter or grow for the local markets
our pots will give your orchids the boost they need.

These pots are made from virgin rubberised co-polymer
material which guarantees you a hardy pot, that won't break
when your orchid roots swell. The pots also have good
drainage holes that were designed around the requirements
of exporting orchids.

Whether you want to grow your entire crop in our pots or
use only one size you will find Intenworld's range of .25 litre
to 15 litre pots ideal for the orchid grower who wants quality
at the best price.

T O F I N D O U T M O R E C O N TA C T R O N A L D AT
INTERWORLD PLAST ICS FOR YOUR FREE SAMPLE SET

ON 0-9-298 5199

2 5 L I T R E N O L O N G E R A V A I L A B L E

I S K r « S t i r u b T u O
3 0 e r n > 2 0 c n i

N E W D E S I G N

W I T H A I R C O N E

^ 1 . 5 1 B r e l a c n i

3 l ( r B l 6 c fl i - l o P B 3 b a e
> t o P 6 S

Contact Ronald Davidson
d i r e c t a t

INTERWORLD PLASTICS INZI LTD
Ph 0-9-298 5199

• C o l o u r s A v a i l a b l e
B l a c k — G r e e n — Te t i a e o n a

Of any on mm tun

. 5 . 2 5 A L S O

LOWER NORTH ISIANO
a SOUTH ISIANO CUSTOMERS

C o n t a c l W i l l Va n K e s s e l
HORTICUITURAL AGENCIES LTD

P h 0 - 4 - 5 6 4 5 4 4 2
B o x 4 3 - 0 7 0 W a i n u i o m a t a

INTERWORLD PLASTICS (N.Z.) LTD
Producers and Distributors of Quality Buckets

80 Hunua Road, Papakura, Auckland, New Zealand
Established 20 years

Phone: 0-9-298 5199 Auckland. Fax: 0-9-298 1048
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T w o c o c h l i o d a s

^^chlioda may be a small genus of about six species, but they have been important
^ plants in intergeneric hybridization. It appears that they pass on to progeny the
intensity of colour, and being cool growing, may also encourage the resultant plants to
withstand lower temperatures. The name is derived from the Greek kochlioides,
meaning spiral, alluding to the snail-like appearance of the linear calli of the lip.

C o c h l i o d a r o s e a

G r o w e r : T u d o r O r c h i d s P h o t o : R o s s M a c d o n a l d

7 2 O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D



C o c k l i o d a n o e z l i a n a

G r o w e r / P h o l o : R o s s M a c d o n a l d

T h e s e o r c h i d s a r e

epiphytic (growing on trees
o r o t h e r p l a n t s ) , o r
l i ihophytic (growing on
rocks), in cloud forest at
elevations from 2000-3500m.

Perhaps the best known
h y b r i d s p r o d u c e d b y
crossing with a Cochlioda,
a r e :

Odontioda (Cochlioda x
Odontoglossum), Wilsonara
(Odonioglossum x Cochlioda x
Oncidium), Vuylstekeara
(Cochlioda x Miltonia x
Odontoglossum), and Beallara
(Cochlioda x Brassia x
Miltonia x Odontoglossum).
Almost twenty others are
registered.

C u l t i v a t i o n o f t h e s e
orchids requi res cool ,

s h a d y c o n d i t i o n s i n
s u m m e r, w i t h m o d e r a t e
humidity and fresh air.
Watering is required all
year, but care is needed
watering, when new shoots
are developing; less water
is required when annual
growth is complete. A free-
draining potting medium
(eg. bark) is important.

Two plants of this genus,
which frequently appear in
hybridization, are Cochlioda
rosea and Cochlioda noezliana.
Cochlioda rosea originates
f r o m s o u t h e r n E c u a d o r
a n d n o r t h e r n P e r u . I t w a s
d i s c o v e r e d a n d d e s c r i b e d
i n 1 8 4 4 , b e i n g fi r s t
described as Odonioglossum
r o s e u m . I t i s w i n t e r
flowering.

C o c h l i o d a n o e z l i a n a i s
found f rom cen t ra l Pe ru to
n o r t h e r n B o l i v i a a n d
flowers spring to summer.
I t w a s fi r s t fl o w e r e d i n

Europe in 1890, after being
discovered by the collector
Noetzli in 1888. (Renioul,
notes that the corruption of
t h e n a m e t o n o e z l i a n a
occured so long ago, it is
a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e t o
correct it).

Both orchids produce
long-lasting flowers and
being small plants, are
a d m i r a b l y s u i t e d t o
smal le r, coo l g row ing
c o l l e c t i o n s . ■<

R o s s M a c d o n a l d
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G R O W I N G PA P H S
I N A

M I X E D C O L L E C T I O N

"l̂ Then I started growing a few orchids ten years ago in a draughty, unheated leanto,* T I planned to look after a few cool growing species. From the start I kept well
away from Cymbidiums, as they would have outgrown my little shed in no time. I
endeavoured to put together a mixed lot with the main effort going into the genus
Dendrobium. As this family is at home over a wide geographic area and has lots of cool
growing members, I'd have something in flower all year round. Very early in the piece
I bought Paph. insigne, soon to be followed by P. fairrieanum, spicerianum and venustum.
The P. fairrieanum and P. venustum (very small seedlings) could not hack it at my place
and departed to the promised land where there is no damping off, no slugs, no scale!

As time went by more
p lan ts were acqu i red .
K e i t h G o o d w i n s e n t o u t
s e l l i n g l i s t s w i t h
monotonous regular i ty,
f r o m w h i c h o n e c o u l d
chose a myriad of paphs
f r o m b e t w e e n $ 1 0 f o r
b a r b a t u m a n d $ 4 0 0 f o r
topperii. Those were the
days! With the availability
of such gems I had to
adjust my husbandry and
modify the housing. Firstly
a hotbed was installed (a
heating cable buried in
sand). Not long after, a 6 x
3 m w a r m h o u s e w a s
erected, complete with
heating and insulation.
T h e h o t b e d i s s i t u a t e d i n
t h e c o o l h o u s e a n d i s
c o v e r e d w i t h a t e n t
fashioned from plast ic
s h e e t i n g t o k e e p t h e
t e m p e r a t u r e u p t oIS-Ŝ Ĉ. During most days
we lift the front flap to
a l l ow fo r a i r c i r cu la t i on . I n
this environment I keep the

deflasks and plants that like
i t hot . But by far the
majority of our paphs live
on the bo t t om she l f o f t he
w a r m h o u s e . T h i s i s
constructed of wire mesh,
and the plants seem to like
all the free air flow. They
are shaded by 30% shade-
cloth and qui te a few
hanging baskets overhead.
For the hottest four months
there goes on another layer
o f 3 0 % s h a d e c l o t h o n t h e
roo f . I n t he w in te r t ime t he
thermostat is set at 15°C at
head height, but on the
bench, which is only 600
m m o f f t h e fl o o r , t h e
temperature sinks to 5®C.
Th i s i s whe re a l l my
i n t e r m e d i a t e a n d
intermediate-warm species
grow. This might seem
fairly low, yes, I would like
it to be warmer too, but
t h e n I t h i n k o f t h e n e x t
power bill. As my glass
h o u s e h a d u n o b s t r u c t e d
access to the first sunrays of

the morning during the
winter there is a very rapid
warming up taking place.
Right throughout the year
a big ceiling fan keeps the
air moving eliminating hot
or cold pockets.

As a growing medium, I
m a k e u s e o f s t r a i g h t
m e d i u m t o fi n e b a r k i n

plastic pots. If there is a
sick plant without roots I
p u t i t i n t o s t r a i g h t
sphagnum, covering the
top with a bit of bark to
keep the green gunk away.
F o r d e fl a s k s a n d s m a l l i s h
plants I add a few crumbs
of Aquarius foam to the
b a r k .

Watering takes place
whenever necessary. Quite
often I give all the plants a
very light fine mist that is
hardly noticeable on the
leaves. This is done in late

evenings with a Cambrian
sprayer to imitate night
d e w .



I feed my paphs like
most other genera; almost
every week . N i t roso l ,
Microfeed, Phostrogen,
ordinary general garden
fertiliser are used at very
diluted rates (1/5 to 1/10 of
w h a t i s r e c o m m e n d e d o n
the packet). I must have
some Scottish ancestry in
me; but like one that does
not burn any roots!

I find paphs not any
m o r e d i f fi c u l t t o l o o k a f t e r
than the other genera.
Having no pseudobulbs
they are a bit less forgiving
and once they start a
downhill slide, they take
some nursing back. So,
recognising symptoms of
illness is rather important,
a n d t h a t m u s t b e d o n e
r a t h e r s o o n e r t h a n l a t e r. I
am trying to repot my
paphs every 12-18 months,
c m d t h a t e x e r c i s e m a k e s
you aware i f the root
system is AOK.

I suppose everybody has
their pet problem plants. I
don't seem to get on with
Paphiopedilum acmodontum,
c h a m b e r l a i n i a n u m ,
mastersianum, godefroyae.
One day I ' l l have 'em
l i c k e d !

An aspect in favour of
slipper orchids is: most
species are very well
researched. With a bit of
patience and detective
work one can sn i f f out and
obtain practically a "full
se t " ( to use a s tamp
collector's term), which
ensures you flower ing
plants all year round. And

then of course, my wife
th i nks paphs a re he r
f a v o u r i t e s .

If you think I am over
simplifying the cultivation
of my 72 paph species you
better believe it. They have
t o fi t i n a n d t o w t h e l i n e
with the other 600 species
of 120 genera in sharing
our 1/8 acre backyard. So
the genus paphiopedilum is
only part of my hobby of
orchid growing and I don't

like them any more than
my other weeds. But I
must agree that they are
distinct from anything else
in the orchid world, and
o n e c a n n o t m i s t a k e t h e m
for anything else.

Good luck and good
growing.

From NZ Paphiopedilum
A l l i a n c e N e w s l e t t e r

1 : 4

L IFE MEMBERSHIP
Last December we had

o u r a n n u a l X m a s d i n n e r
at Harveys in O^aru.
Hajiveys is owned by the
daughter of one of our
members, and the large
crowd present had a
delightful meal.

W h e n fi n i s h e d w e h a d
the privilege of presenting
a Life Member̂ p to one
of our valued members,
Stan Wilson, His badge
was pinned on by our
president Stan Ireland.

Ten years ago this
September, Stan being
very interested in orchids,
r a l l i e d r o u n d a n d f o u n d
enough interested people
l i ke h imse l f , t o ca l l a
publ ic meet ing. This
meeting resulted in him
b e i n g e l e c t e d fi r s t
president of the North
Otago Orchid Society
and it is thanks to him that
we have the flourishing
society that we have.

Over the years he has
never been too busy to
help those newer members
who have wanted adxdcei
and always there when
there has been work to do.

At our annual shows he
h a s b e e n a t o w e r o f
s t r e n g t h w i t h h i s
knowl̂ ge aiid expertise.
H i s o w n c o l l e c t i o n o f
orchids has grown over
the years and he is always
experimenting with new
a n d b e t t e r w a y s o f
growing them. Although
his health hasn't been the
best the last year or two it
h a s n ' t b l u n t e d h i s
enthusiasm or his bright
spirit.

W e l l d o n e S t a n ,
congratulations and we
wish you and your wife
Noelene wel l . A dedicated
member and a t rue f r iend
to us all and may you
enjoy your orchids for
mziny years to come. ^ ^

S.E.McDou;^ :
Sec. North Otago OnJiid Soc.:
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Top: Paph beUaUtlum
Bottom: Paph. armodonlum

G r o w e r / P h o t o : F . Z i m b u h l
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C S A S E M I N A R P A P E R

Cymb id ium e ry th ros t y l um
& Early Bird 'Pacific'

b y A l a n N a p p e r

So called because of its crimson column, erythrostylum was found in the southern partof Vietnam at 1500m above sea level and growing in a warm climate.

The pseudobulbs are small one and a half to two inches tall and the leaves are only
ten to seventeen inches long. A very compact grower. Flowers are three inches across,
very, very white with five to fifteen on an arching spike. The petals and sepals have a
few rose coloured dots at the base. The lip is large but narrow, creamy in colour,
heavily lined with red violet and with yellow at the back, petals are held forward,
meeting at the top edges, and give the appearance of a hood over the lip. Cym.
erythrostylum flowers early.

M a n y s a y t h a t
erythrosty lum has few
flowers. This may be true
f o r s o m e b u t t h e b e t t e r
varieties have commonly
10-12 flowers on each spike
eve ry yea r.

Faults of erythrostylum
a r e :

1 . M o s t i f n o t a l l fi r s t

genera t ion hybr ids
i n h e r i t t h e f o r w a r d

petals and can be seen
in hybrids for many
generations.

2 . F l o w e r s , b u d s a n d
leaves are susceptible
to frost damage. This
was well reported in
the Orchid Advocate]dLr\-
Fab 1990 by Batchman
w h e r e i t w a s n o t e d
a f ter the b ig f ros t
a r o u n d S a n t a B a r b a r a
USA in January 1987,
that plants with 10%
or more erythrostylum in
the breeding suffered
frost damage. There
were some we l l known
hybrids amongst them
l i k e :

Early Bird 'Pacific' -
50% erythrostylum.
E a r l y a n a , F r e d
S t e w a r t , W i n t e r
S o l s t i c e , S t a n l e y
Fouraker, and Rincon
'C la r i sse ' - a l l 25%.

W i n t e r F a i r - 1 2 . 5 % .

A l l s h o w e d s o m e
damage to frost but
other hybrids without
erythrostylum in their
breeding showed none.
T h e n a r r o w l i p i s
d o m i n a n t t o m o s t

erythrostylum hybrids.
For example, Stanley
Fouraker (Alexanderi
X Ear l y B i rd ) and
fu r t he r passed on
d o w n t h e l i n e l i k e

V a l l e y S o n g
'Maureen' (Stanley
F o u r a k e r x S a n
Miguel).
F r a g r a n c e i n t h e
flowers is common, to
some a must to o thers
a no no because of the
a t t r a c t i o n t o b u m b l e
bees and premature

p o l l i n a t i o n . M o s t
erythrostylum hybrids
seem to have scen t to
s o m e e x t e n t .

5. There are good faults
too like early flowering
and its dominance as a

p a r e n t t o b r i n g
fl o w e r i n g - t i m e
forward, very white
fl o w e r s , a n d m o s t
impor tan t i t s ve ry
c o m p a c t g r o w i n g
h a b i t .

Desp i t e eve ry th i ng ,
Cym. erythrostylum has been
used a lo t and wi l l s t i l l be
used in the hybridising for
white cymbidiums.

One of the very well
known erythrostylum hybrids
is Early Bird 'Pacific'. The
r e c o r d e d b r e e d i n g i s
E d w a r d M a r s h a l l x

erythrostylum in 1946, bred
by Sanders Limited at St
Albans in England, and
a w a r d e d a n A M / R H S i n
1 9 5 0 . E d w a r d M a r s h a l l



was the reputed result of
the crossing of:

A l b a t r o s s x D o r i s

insigne x tracyanum
Gottianum x grandijlorum

ebumeum x insigne

All this gives Early Bird
'Pacific' a pedigree of;

50.00% erythrostylum
18.75% insigne
12.50% tracyanum
12.50% grandijlorum

6.25% eburneum

Early Bird 'Pacific' is
early flowering, the spikes
appear early and grow very
quickly. It is what you
would expect with 50.00%
e r y t h r o s t y l u m i n t h e
b r e e d i n g . E a r l y B i r d
'Pacific' has a white flower,
full and quite shapely, only
4-8 on a spike, these larger
than those of erythrostylum
and the petals and sepals
are broader. The petals
c o m e f o r w a r d a n d t h e
flowers have a scent, the lip
is large but narrow with
r e d d o t s a c r o s s t h e f r o n t

and yellow towards the
b a c k .

It is probably safe to say
that erythrostylum could be
one of the parents of Early
Bird 'Pacific', but what of
t h e o t h e r ? E d w a r d
Marshall did not produce
anything other than Early
Bird, but in the late 1930s
and 1940s there were many
hybrids made. Many were
by Alexander! such as
J u n g f r a u , R o s a n n a ,
R o s a r i i a , C a s s a n d r a ,
Bodmin Moor, Benga l
Bay, Balk is, Alexfr ida,
E a g l e , D o r c h e s t e r ,
Princess Elizabeth, the list
goes on, almost endlessly.
W h a t a m a g n i fi c e n t
p a r e n t .

Cym. Alexanderi was the
r e s u l t o f t h e c r o s s E b u r n e o -

L o w i a n u m ' C o n c o l o r ' x

insigne, and there were
t w e n t y t w o a w a r d e d
hybrids from the cross, the
b e s t k n o w n i s A l e x a n d e r i

' W e s t o n b i r t ' F C C / R H S .
It was the first tetraploid.

Coming back to Early
B i r d ' P a c i fi c ' c o u l d t h e

other parent be one an
A l e x a n d e r i 2 n r a t h e r t h a n
E d w a r d M a r s h a l l ?
Consider ing how good
Early Bird, and Alexanderi
have been as parents and
h o w n o n e x i s t e n t E d w a r d
Marshall has been, apart
f r o m E a r l y B i r d ,
A lexande r i cou ld we l l have
been the other parent with
erythrostylum. It would have
given Early Bird its extra
size and yet kept the very
white flowers and long
n a r r o w l i p f r o m
erythrostylum and Eburneo-
L o w i a n u m . I d o n o t t h i n k
that tracyanum shows in
Early Bird because of the
lack of the long spiking
habi t of t racyanum. I f
A l e x a n d e r i w a s t h e o t h e r
true parent there would be
n o t r a c y a n u m o r

grandij lorum, but more
insigne, and species in the
pedigree are:

50.0% erythrostylum
25.0% insigne
12 .5% l ow ianum

12.5% ebumeum
Concluded on page 82 . .
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D R A C U L A S

Ooriie growers prefer bcaiiiy or brilliant colours in their orchids l)ul the Dracuia (iiitio
^ dragon) would appeal to iIkjsc who like the bizarre or fanciful llowcr. Their
grotcscjue beauty has fascinated or hidists for over a century.

T h e fi r s t D r a c u i a

{ c h i m a e Ta ) w a s fi r s t
descr ibed in 1872 and was
i n c l u d e d w i t h M a s d e v a l l i a s
a n d a l l D r a c u l a s w e r e
grouped with Masdevallias
until they were separated
i n 1 9 7 8 . I t w a s r a t h e r

s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h i s
separation was so recent as
vegetatively the plants of
D r a c u i a a r e e a s i l y
recognised. They differ
f r o m t h e M a s d e v a l l i a i n
that they have a dorsal keel
along the midrib of the
l e a f . T h e r e a r e a l s o
techn ica l d i f fe rences in the
flowers bu t w i t h t e rms l i ke

petals being bivalvate and
p a p i l l o s e , a n d b a s a l
hypochile and an apical
epichile we will leave these
differences to the experts.
Many Dracuia have a
d a n g l i n g l a b e l l u m
resembling a mushroom
complete with gills. The
(lowers usually have a
g r o t e s q u e a p p e a r a n c e
being hairy and many
having the appearance of
an animal face, they vary
i n c o l o u r a n d m o s t a r e

spotted or mottled.
T h e r e a r e n o w o v e r 8 5

species of Dracuia mostly
f r o m C o l o m b i a a n d

Ecuador and only one from
Peru and none f rom Braz i l
or Venezuela. They grow
i n t h e A n d e s f r o m 5 0 0 0 f t
t o 9 0 0 0 f t w h e r e

temperatures rarely exceed
24° - 27 °C and night time
f r o s t s a r e n o t u n c o m m o n ,
With heavy mists and
f r e q u e n t t o r r e n t i a l
downpours, the a i r is
c o n s t a n t l y h u m i d y e t
freshened by a perpetual
breeze. They grow both,
I i t h [ 5 h y t i c a l l y a n d
epiphytically, their roots
b u r i e d i n t h e t h i c k c o v e r o f
m o s s e s a n d l i c h e n s w h i c h

c l o t h t h e t r e e t r u n k s a n d
cl i ff faces.

Not difficult to grow
they need coo l mo is t
conditions with bright but
subdued light of about
1 0 0 0 f o o t - c a n d l e s w i t h
plenty of air movement in a
medium that although well
d r a i n e t l w i l l h o l d m o i s t u r e
which can be obta ined wi th

chopped sphagnum. Not
h e a v y f e e d e r s , f e e d
m o n t h l y w i t h q u a r t e r
strength of any balanced
fertiliser throughout the
year as the plants are in
constant growth. It has
been jokingly suggested
t h a t a l i t t l e d r i e d b l o o d

m i g h t h e l p s a t i s f y a
D r a c u l a ' s t h i r s t .

Most but not a l l Dracu ia
fl o w e r s p i k e s a r e
decumbent or pendent in
nature, so it is best to grow
a l l D r a c u l a s i n w i r e o r

p las t i c mesh hang ing
baskets to a l low the flower
spikes to grow through.
There was the old story of a
D r a c u i a t h a t h a d b e e n
growing in a clay pot and
had never flowered when i t
was dropped and the pot
split open exposing the
flower spikes looking for a
way out. The flowers of
b o t h t h e D r a c u i a a n d
Masdevallia may be borne
s i n g l y o r s i n g l y i n
succession on ascending or
descending spikes. Those
flowering in succession
may flower over a period of
months so spikes should be
l e f t u n t i l t h e y h a v e
browned. Only D. sodiroi
may bear as many as 3
fl o w e r s a t o n c e o n o n e
r a c e m e . T h e b l o o m s a r e

extremely sensitive to high
temperatures and will wilt
b u t c a n b e r e v i v e d u n d e r
c o r r e c t c o n d i t i o n s .
E x c e s s i v e h e a t c a n k i l l
D r a c u l a s l i k e a w o o d e n
stake through the heart.

8 0 O n C H m S I N N E W Z E A L A N D
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they will tolerate hot days
much better if they cool off
at nights.

Most available plants are
species but there are a few
hybrids and there are one
o r t w o t h a t h a v e b e e n

h y b r i d i s e d w i t h
Masdevallias. The plants
a r e g e n e r a l l y r a p i d
growers, they divide easily
b u t c a r e s h o u l d b e t a k e n
not to break them up too
smal l and to leave at lecist
12 growths per division to
ensure rapid recovery.

Canterbury Orchid
Society Bulletin

January 1993

v a n d a
t r i c o l o r & t h e
var iety Suavis

by J. J. Smith

Both these Varuks, on
account o f the i r easy
cu l t iva t ion and wi l l ing
flowering, together with the
reasonab le p r i ce , a re
frequent ly met with in
collections, though not
always labelled with the
correct name. Everyone,
however, who has had £in
opportunity to watch some
correctly named specimens of
both varieties together will be
sure to distinguish them in
future without any trouble. It
is another matter to describe
the differences in such a way
as to render the plants
recognizable only by means
of the s ta ted de ta i l s . Yet I
shall make the attempt.

VoTuk tricolor has somewhat

compact recems, caused by
the rather wide sepals and
petals and the proportion
ately short pedicel. The
colour of the sepals and petals
is generally light yellow
inside, with brown specks in
several hues. The side lobes
of the lip are white, and the
mid-ld)e purple (magenta).
At the bak of the mid-lote
there are 3 (-5) small long
itudinal white ribs separat̂
by purple-brown streaks.
Generally, the pandurate
mid- lobe is nar rower a t the

emarginate top than at the
base. There is, however, also
a variety with the mid-lobe as
broad at the top as at the
base, lighter purple, and,
moreover, minutely spotted
dailcer purple. The brown of
the sepals and petals means
cinnamon in the present
case. If I am not mistaken,
this variety used to be known
in European collections as
var. cirmamomea. Still another
variety exists in which the
group colour of both sepasl
and petals is white with
purple-brown specks, and the
mid- lobe is narrower at the
top than at the base. It may
be this form which gave rise
to the confusion with the true

variety sumis, as the two
forms resemble one another
a s t o t h e c o l o u r . I n t h e

variety suavis the colour of the
sepals and petals is always
white with brownish-purple
dots. The mid-lobe of Ae Up,
which is always narrower at
the top than at the base, is in
the lower portion very daric
purple, always darker than in
V. tricolor, and turning more

towards violet. Moreover,
the racems are bigger, the
fl o w e r s s l e n d e r e r a n d t h e
pedicels longer. The variety
is to my Uking finer than the
species, more distinguished,
so to say. It is indeed,
r e m a r k a b l e t h a t t h e fi n e s t

specimens with the biggest
and most strikingly coloured
flowers are found towards the
east of Java and on BaU.
Very ornamental is a variety
with drooping racems,
which, I think, is known as
var. L indam.

Apar t f rom the sa id
v a r i e t i e s , i n n u m e r a b l e
sUghter deviations, both of V.
tricolor and the variety suavis,
may be met with. The latter,
however, is by far not so
variable as the species.

Continued from page 79 .. .

The extra ebumeum would
i n d i c a t e a r e a s o n f o r t h e
low flower count of Early
B i r d .

Who was the pod parent
t h e n ? I t h i n k i t w a s

erythrostylum as this would
account for many of the
hybrids having a compact
growing habit such as
Stanley Fouraker, and
F r e d S t e w a r t . I n t h e
r e g i s t r a t i o n E d w a r d
Marshal l was the pod
parent so this may be
another pointer towards
i n c o r r e c t p a r e n t a g e
recording. Normally the
pod parent has more effect
on growing characteristics
of progeny.

T h e s e e d s o f d o u b t a r e

certainly sown in my mind
as to the correct parentage
of Early Bird'Pacific'. ■<



An Exciting Experiment

Touring the 1991 growing season I lost quite a few cymbidiums and cattleyas due to
overwatering. I put this down to the fact that I didn't repot in the spring of 1990.

I therefore repotted the whole of my collection in the spring of 1991. However, I
continued to lose plants in the 1992 growing season.

This together with poor
growth on my plants put
me in mind to give them
a w a y a n d s t a r t w i t h
something else. This, after
20 years of orchid growing.

I t w a s n o t m e a n t t o b e
b e c a u s e i n t h e D e c e m b e r
i s s u e o f O r c h i d s A u s t r a l i a
there was an article by a
Tasmanian orchid grower,
N . v a n d e n B o s c h . T h e
ar t i c l e was en t i t l ed Na tu ra l
O r c h i d C u l t u r e a n d i t

suggested a revolution in
the way we grow orchids.

F i r s t l y t h e g r o w i n g
medium was pure horse
manure. Note that th is is a
compact medium and there
is no chance of air being
a r o u n d t h e r o o t s a s w h e n

grown in bark.
Secondly the plants are

w a t e r e d i n t h e s u m m e r
twice daily. Note there is
n o d r y i n g o u t o f t h e
medium between waterings.
In the ar t ic le i t s ta tes that
wh i ls t growing in th is
m e d i u m y o u c a n ' t
overwater provided you
have good drainage. In the
w i n t e r i t w o u l d b e o n c e a

day in the morning so that
the plant foliage is dry
before nightfall.

Maybe I was halfway
there to my next step as I
was watering every day my
few Aus t ra l ian Dendrob iums
and my one and only
Pha laenops i s . I can ' t
remember who gave me
the adv ice to do th is bu t I
noted that they were not
only thr iv ing but were
throwing out an incredible
number of new growths
whilst the Phalaenopsis
threw a spike.

My next step was to
source some manure, horse
manure not being readily
available from the nursery.
However, I had on hand a
bag of "Watkins Organic
Compost." So on 20th
January 1993 I potted up 6
Cymbidium seedlings that
were going nowhere whilst
in bark. One was a newly
rooted Cymbidium back
bulb! A Cattieya seedling
that I'd had for 2 years and
h a d n ' t m o v e d a n d t w o
A u s t r a l i a n D e n d r o b i u m

s e e d l i n g s t h a t w e r e
deflasked by Dave Young

o f S u n r a e O r c h i d s a t o u r
Howick Soc ie ty Xmas
Party. These each had two
growths approximately
5mm high.

All the foregoing were
put in to the "Organ ic
Compos t " and I t hen
commenced the watering
regime, at first not brave
enough for twice a day.
That came later. However,
the plants didn't die and as
time passed they appeared
t o t h r i v e .

T o w a r d s t h e e n d o f

February I sourced a bag of
pure horse manure for sale
at a local garden gate. It
l o o k e d a s i f i t h a d b e e n
gathered from the local
paddocks and it was both
dry and odour free.

The first step was to
ensure that it was friable so
placing about a quarter of a
b u c k e t f u l l i n t o a c o n t a i n e r
with holes in it I poured
w a t e r t h r o u g h i t a n d
gathered the resultant
liquid in another bucket.
This was put to one side to
use in a diluted form on all

m y o r c h i d s . A g o o d



breakfast cupful to 10 litres
of water, the colour of tea
should be the result .

I then proceeded to pot
on some of my plants into
this now fr iable manure,
Cymbidiums, Cattleyas,
Aussie Dendrobiums, and,
as a further experiment,
o n e o f a p a i r o f B .
digbyana to compare in due
lime against the one in
b a r k .

A t the beg inn ing o f
March I suggested to other
members of our society
including our president,
Mr E. (Win) Knewstubb to
visit and see the results that
were already apparent.
When we tipped out the
plants on 6th March from
their very saturated pots
the following were the
r e s u l t s : -

Cattleya seedling No. 3
had new roots each 75mm
long and a new growth
emerging. Photo No. 1.
Cymbidium back bulb
planted with a 25mm root
n o w w i t h 4 n e w r o o t s
varying in size 75mm to
2 5 m m . P h o t o N o . 2 .

Cymbidium seedling, All
existing roots stained
f r o m t h e m i x b u t n e w
roots emerging along the
main stems. Photo No. 3.

A u s s i e D e n d r o b i u m . A l l
roots branching with new
roots and new growths
being sent up. As the
plant is still quite small as
are the roots I don't think
that the photo would
reprint clearly enough.

P h o t o 1

P h o t o 2

P h o t o 3
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A week later I upended
a n o t h e r b a c k b u l b t h a t I
had planted on 1st March
w i t h a 1 5 m m r o o t . I t h a d

developed 2 roots each
about 60mm long. See
P h o t o N o . 4 .

Ail plants in the manure
mixes at this time get
watered twice a day with
tiie diluted liquid horse
m a n u r e f e r t i l i z e r.

I have now just repotted
my lone Phalaenopsis in
m a n u r e a n d I f o u n d t h a t
the root system within the
pot was quite magnificent
d u e n o d o u b t t o t h e

watering regime of once a
day since Xmas. I will be
most in te res ted to see the
results of my experiment in
t h e m o n t h s a h e a d
especial ly through the
w i n t e r m o n t h s . I w o u l d
a l s o l i k e t o t h i n k s o m e
other orchid grower will
take up the challenge so
that we can compare notes.
Meanwhile further photos
wil l be taken in the months
a h e a d t o s e e h o w t h e

r o o t i n g s y s t e m s a r e
progressing.

I am also wondering
whether if the plant gets
sufficient nutrient through
the roots within the pot that
t h e y w i l l s t o p t h e i r
tcndancy to grow them
outside the pot as I noticed
when repotting rny lone
Phalaenopsis.

T i m e w i l l t e l l , b u t i t i s
quite exciting.

Harry Bennett
H o w i c k , A u c k l a n d

2 9 / 3 / 9 3

P h o t o 5 - A D e n d r o b i u m

Watch out horse owners — here come the orchid
growers! Readers may find one grower's
experiments of growing orchids in horse manure
interesting. Hopefully we will report on the
continuing results of this experiment in due course.

E d i t o r
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High Tea
During February, Orchid Council President Syd Wray, Joy, Roy Clareburt and

Patricia Elms j were guests of the Governor-General, Dame Catherine Tizard at a
morning tea hleld at Government House in Auckland. This function, like a number of
others, was ijield to bring together people representing groups of which Dame
Catherine is pjatron.

After being; served morning tea we had Dame Catherine welcome us. She then
mingled with ̂ oups of people spending an unhurried five or so minutes with each. We
discussed the ievent of the World Orchid Conference, the display, the cymbidium
named after her and her receipt of a copy of the proceedings. She also spoke of visiting
Palmerston North recently so we were able to tell her of the International Expo for
1995. She commented on the aspect of our place in the community, encouraging
people to take up orchid growing as a hobby suitalble for all ages. We were also incited
to inspect the lovely gardens before leaving. We Were all made most welcome by her
very friendly staff.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I am a keen hobbyist orchid grower and have been for a number of years. In my
search for more information 1 have joined: an orchid society, The Paph Alliance, The
Masdevallia Alliance and subscribe to Orchids in New Zealand. Unfortunately
money precludes me from also joining the Odont Alliance. One thing all these
organisations suffer from is a lack of articles for their respective newsletters and all
endeavour to get their members to submit some small article to make the Editor's job
that bi t easier.

I would like to suggest
t h a t i n t h e c a s e o f t h e
Al l iances that the vehicle in
which they distribute their
own particular information
s h o u l d b e O r c h i d s i n N e w
Z e a l a n d . I k n o w t h i s
w o u l d m e e t w i t h a f a i r b i t
o f r e s i s t a n c e a s e a c h
A l l i a n c e w a n t s t o d o t h e i r
own thing but there would
be many advantages, such
a s :

• A regular bi-monthly
publication.

• A high quality
publication.

• Everyone could share
in this specialist
i n f o r m a t i o n .

• I t wou ld be eas ie r to f i l l
O r c h i d s i n N e w
Z e a l a n d .

• More subscription
cou ld be taken w i th
O r c h i d s i n N e w
Z e a l a n d .

• E a c h A l l i a n c e w o u l d b e
seen to promote their
o w n g e n e r a .

• E a c h A l l i a n c e w o u l d
h a v e t h e i r o w n
' C o r n e r ' w i t h i n
O r c h i d s i n N e w
Z e a l a n d .

• Subscription to each
A l l i a n c e w o u l d b e
reduced as they would
not be required to
produce a newsletter.

All articles by Alliance
m e m b e r s s h o u l d g o
through their own Editors
a s t h i s w o u l d r e d u c e t h e
w o r k l o a d o f O r c h i d s i n
New Zealand, and any
a l t e r a t i o n t o a n a r t i c l e
would only be done with
the consent o f the A l l iance
Editor. (This would allow
t h e A l l i a n c e s t o c o n t r o l

their information).
T r e v o r G i l l b a n k s

M a n a w a t u

There is a good idea here.
Allocated space could be made
available, although the Editor
would have to retain final
editorial control. What do you
t h i n k ? E d i t o r
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C L A S S I F I E D
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

FOR SALE - Limited Edition,
2 n d S o u t h i s l a n d O r c h i d S h o w
Badge. Cost $6 + P & P $2.50.
O r d e r s t o : J . R . P e t e r s o n ,
Wil low Terrace, 4 RD, Gore,
Cheques payable to Gore Orchid
Club.

N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

S E N D F O R F R E E C ATA L O G U E
ir CYMBIDIUMS Plants in spike, seedling 8- mericlone flasks — wide selection

including minis & standards, to suit hobbyists & commercial growers.
★ PHAU^ENOPSIS Plants in spike all year round, large selection.

PUmS AV/UIABLB FROM NURSERY OR SENT ANYWHERE IN NEW ZEALAND BY COURIER TO YOUR DOOR

ALSO: l8t REL̂E OF NEW BOOK - I am New Zealand agent for what is. In my opinion, the best
book on Cymbidiums ever produced. Covers every aspect of growing, feeding, potting, hybridising, mixes,
starting a collection etc. Includes 60 colour plates of new varieties.

FOR THE BEGINNER, CONNOISSEUR b COMMERCIAL GROWER
"CYMBIDIUMS" by Graham b Sue Guest (Australia) NZ$26 + $3 post b packing.

Nursery—
23 Parata Street, Waikanae (next door Mitre 10)

Hours — Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 a.m. — 5.00 p.m.
During the flowering season, May-December, the Nursery is also
open on Sundays 8- Public Holidays. Phone/Fax: 0-4-293 6977

J U N E 1 9 9 3
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H A R O L D B A Y R A M

"ly^y interest in orchids dales back to 1980 when a friend invited me to see his
orchids which he was growing for a retirement hobby. His idea was to build up a

coliection before retirement so that when the magical day came when you could retire
front the workforce you would have a hobby that would be well established. It was with
this in mind that we built a small lath house with shade cloth sitles. At this stage I was
introduced to the wonders of the local Orchid Society.

It wasn't long before
Agnes caught the bug and
we dec ided to make th is a
joint hobby and build up a
collection of Cymbidiums.
On a trip to Auckland we
bought some large plants
from Brigitta Orchids and
later purchased a couple of
flasks from Ken Nicholson,
g l e a n i n g a s m u c h
i n f o r m a t i o n a s w e c o u l d
from these experienced
g r o w e r s .

We s o o n f o u n d t h a t t h e
lath house was not sui table
to grow the plants in winter
and after many attempts to
cover the roof with plastic
w e d e c i d e d t o d o u b l e t h e
size of the house and put a
C o r a l i t e r o o f o v e r t h e
who le s t r uc tu re .

We now had a set-up
t h a t a l l o w e d u s t o e x t e n d
into the growing of other
genera but still retained the
major part of the shade
house for Cymbidiums.

F r o m t h e s e s m a l l

beginnings we now have a
shade house four t imes the

o r i g i n a l s i z e h o u s i n g
several thousand plants of
mixed genera. While we
have no heating in the
outside set-up we house the
w a r m g r o w i n g p l a n t s
inside during the winter
m o n t h s .

My involvement in the
local Society soon led to my
appointment as secretary
and later as president for a
three year term. I am at
present serving a second
term as secretary. In 1986 I
was appointed as Society
Delegate to the Orchid
C o u n c i l A G M a n d w a s
e l e c t e d t o t h e E x e c u t i v e
C o m m i t t e e . I h a v e s e r v e d
o n t h a t c o m m i t t e e s i n c e

a n d h a v e b e e n i n v o l v e d i n
producing a newsletter to
s o c i e t i e s a f t e r e v e r y
meeting in an effort to keep
s o c i e t i e s i n f o r m e d o n
O C N Z a c t i v i t i e s .

In the run up to the 1990
W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
I was given the task of
organising the runners to
assist the judges in the
mammoth task of judging

the Conference Show. I am
an accredited judge of the
OCNZ judging system and
since the inception of the
C o m m i t t e e o n A w a r d s I
have been the deputy
chairman working under
the leadership of Doug
Burgess and lately Dennis
B o n h a m . I h a v e s e r v e d a s
c h a i r m a n o f t h e G i s b o r n e

Supplemental Region 2.1
and last year was the
regional chairman for the
whole region covering from
New Plymouth to Gisborne
to Wellington.

I h a v e a l s o c o n d u c t e d
t w o t r i p s f o r o r c h i d
e n t h u s i a s t s t o t w o

A u s t r a l i a n c o n f e r e n c e s a n d
o n t h e l a s t o c c a s i o n
e x t e n d e d t h e t r i p t o
Singapore. I am at present
organising a tour group to
t h e A u s t r a l i a n O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e a n d S h o w i n
Darwin next year.

My involvement in the
l o c a l c o m m i t t e e a s
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r ,
secre tary, p res ident and
chairman of the judging

8 8 O W C I I I W B I N M C W Z E A L A N D



O u r F a v o u r i t e O r c h i d s
by Agnes and Harold Bayram, CIsborne

In the eleven years since we first started growing orchids we have built up a large
collection of cold/cool growing genera.

Of course we started with Cymbidiums and after much trial and error we
to Dendrobiums, Sarcochilus, Odontoglossums, Oncidiums, Paphiopedilums,
Masdevallia etc. The following is our selection of the eight plants that give us the HlM
joy to grow:

Agnes and Harold Bayram

C o n t i n u e d

from previous
p a g e . . .

panel as well as being a stimulated my interest in
member of the OCNZ the growing, judging and
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e f o r
the past six years and
deputy chairman of the
C o m m i t t e e o n A w a r d s h a s

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w o r k
associated with the growing
of orchids in New Zealand.
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Masdevallia ignea
We like this flower for its

v ib ran t co lou r t ha t a t t r ac t s
your attention as soon as
you enter the shadehouse.
Many crosses have been
made with Masd. ignea but
t h e e x c e l l e n t c o l o u r d o e s
not show through in the
progenies.

Cymbidium (Huckleberry
Mountain x (Alnwick Castle
X Peetie))

A w o n d e r f u l fl o w e r w i t h
good shape and texture. It
flowers in September in
time for the spring shows.

VuylsUkeara Cambria 'Plush'
T h i s i s a n e x c e l l e n t

flowering plant and with
several plants in flower
they make a lovely show in
January/February each
y e a r .

Cymbidium (Tamatea x
(Alnwick Castle x Peetie))

Another good c ross
which flowered fo r the fi rs t
time last year and we hope
that the second flowering
will be even better. A very
good cross for the show
b e n c h .

9 0 O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D P



D e n d r o b i u m s A s s o r t e d

W e h a v e a l a r g e
c o l l e c t i o n o f D e n d r o b i u m s
and this photo shows a
small section of our plants
i n fl o w e r .

All photos by
Harold Bayram.

Dendrobium kingianum
'Agnes'

A very showy plant with
masses of pink flowers. We
will be growing it into a
specimen plant for display
p u r p o s e s .

Cymbidium Doctor Baker
'Peg'

A very good showy plant
with pendulous spikes. A
popular plant for shows
w i t h s o m e v e r y g o o d
specimen plants around
N e w Z e a l a n d .

Sarcochilus hartmannii
'White Magic' HCC/OCNZ

Very good shaped flower
with a glistening white
c o l o u r . T h i s fl o w e r h a s
r e c e i v e d a n H C C / O C N Z
award. A beauty to behold.

■ . , 1 1 1 1 1 M l l i l l
u



N AT I V E E P I P H Y T I C
O R C H I D S

Six of our native orchids are epiphytic, ALL can be cultivated in our garden and
shadehouse, BUT remember that no native plants may be removed from protected
areas such as national parks and reserves. There is a hefty fine for doing so. However,
you often find broken branches and old logs with these perching orchids still attached in
small bush areas around farms etc. if you want to have a try at some of them.

The largest in both plant
a n d fl o w e r s i z e i s D e n .

cunninghamii. The plant
produces long branched
s tems wh ich typ ica l l y
become pendulous with age
a n d h a v e n a r r o w l e a v e s
near the tips. The flowers,
around 3 cm across, are
borne in c lusters f rom near
the tips of the stems in mid
summer. The petals and
sepals are white, the lip is
also white with yellow or
g r e e n t h r o a t a n d
rose/purple side lobes. It
can be grown attached to
pieces of tree fern (must be
hard) or in pots or baskets.
If grown on tree fern the
plants must be kept well
watered, especially in the
summer as the plants do
n o t h a v e a n y w e l l
developed water storage.
Regular applications of
liquid fertiliser will also
prove beneficial.

E a r i n a a u t u m n a l i s s o
n a m e d b e c a u s e i t fl o w e r s i n
t h e a u t u m n , h a s e r e c t
terminal spikes of sparkling
white and yellow flowers

which have a delightful
fragrance. This plant has
erect to pendulous stems
wi th a l t . b r igh t g reen
lea thery leaves . A f te r
several years of growth, the
n e w s h o o t s t e r m i n a t e w i t h
a flower spike which has
n u m e r o u s s h o r t b r a n c h e s

bearing clusters of 1 cm
b l o o m s .

E a r i n a m u c r o n a t a i s
p r o b a b l y t h e m o s t
commonly seen of our
ep iphyt ic orch ids , the
growth is typically arching
to pendulous but in bright
sun plants tend to be short
and tufted, due to the drier
s i t u a t i o n . T h e s t e m s a r e
slender and a yellowish
colour, spotted black, as
w i t h E . a u t u m n a l i s t h e
leaves are alternate but are

longer and narrower. The
s l e n d e r fl o w e r s t e m s a r e
terminal and pendulous
with clusters of small pale
creamy yellow to green
flowers with a yellow lip.
The flowering time is from
spring to mid summer and
will grow in shady to full
s u n s i t u a t i o n s . T h e

fragrance is reminiscent of
c i t r u s . C u l t u r e i s a s f o r
Den. cunninghamii.

The two spec ies o f
Bulbophyllum are the only
n a t i v e o r c h i d s w i t h

developed pseudobulbs. B.
pygmaeum is a tiny plant
a b o u t 1 c m t a l l , w h i c h
forms rather dense mats on
the t runks and branches o f
t r e e s a n d o n r o c k s ,
preferably in a semi-shaded
position. They have tiny
globular pseudobulbs with
a w r i n k l e d s u r f a c e ,
produced at intervals along
a creeping rhizome. The
e v e n s m a l l e r fl o w e r s a r e

greenish and produced on
a s h o r t s t e m f r o m t h e b a s e

of the pseudobulbs during
s u m m e r .

B. tuberculatum, possibly
o n e o f N e w Z e a l a n d ' s
rarest orchids, is a larger
plant, 2-4 cm tall including
t h e l e a f , w i t h r o u n d e d
pseudobulbs pointed at the
apex. Mature bulbs are
r e d d i s h i n c o l o u r a n d

newly formed bulbs may be
covered with specks of a
w h i t e s u b s t a n c e . T h e
flower stems emerge from
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t h e b a s e o f t h e n e w
pseudobulbs in autumn
and ca r r y up t o f ou r
flowers about 1 cm across,
t r a n s l u c e n t w h i t e w i t h a
red lip.

Drymoanihus adversus is a
small monopodia! orchid
ranging in size from a few
c e n t i m e t r e s a c r o s s t o 1 0
cms or more, depending on
habitat. Plants growing in
b r i g h t l i g h t m a y b e

suffused with a red/purple
colour. This plant prefers
moist semi-shaded gullies
or branches overhanging
water. The arching flower
s tems car ry a few to
numerous small greenish
fl o w e r s s p o t t e d w i t h
maroon. If grown in your
collection they would need
to be kept moist at all times
and frequent fertilising is
b e n e fi c i a l .

Do please remember
though that as I said before
w e s h o u l d l e a v e t h e s e
plants growing in their own
e n v i r o m e n t f o r t h e
enjoyment of others to see,
so unless you find broken
pieces just admire from a
d is tance !

Bay of Islands
Orchid Society

Newsletter, June 1992

NORTH SHORE SOCIETY CELEBRATES
2 0 Y E A R S

^̂ hen the North Shore Orchid Society was formed twenty years ago, the foundation' T nicmbenship was just a handful of enthusiasts who felt that the time had probably
come when they would profit from meeting and growing together locally, rather than
continuing with a larger group.

Twenty years on, it is
h a r d t o r e a l i s e h o w m u c h
has been achieved. In 1980
we staged the N.Z. first —
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Conference held at El lers l ie
Racecourse. Many of you
wi l l have at tended. Then in
1990 we played a major
ro le in another f i rs t — our
World Conference. So they
h a v e b e e n t w o b u s y
decades for us, and we are
delighted to have an excuse
for another ce lebra t ion th is
y e a r .

We are also delighted
w i t h t h e c a l i b r e o f t h e

speakers who have agreed
to present papers, four of
which will be presented on
3rd September, and four
on 4th.

The speakers are:
Val Bayliss, Howick
(Masdevallias)
Barry Eraser, Coromandel
(Paphiopedilums)
Andrew Easton, Rotorua
(Cymbidiums and
Odontoglossurns)
Lorraine Fagg, Australia
(Sarcochilus)
Dr Clair Ossian, USA
(Zygopeiallums and
Dendrobiums).

The last three speakers
will give addresses on both
days.

T h e N o r t h S h o r e O r c h i d
St)ciety has always been
noted for the terrific range
of rare and unusual species

grown by its members and
w e k n o w t h a t t h i s S h o w
w i l l b e o f t r e m e n d o u s
interest to growers from
o t h e r p a r t s o f N e w
Z e a l a n d .

W e b e l i e v e w e h a v e a
g r e a t p r o g r a m m e
a r r a n g e d , a t m o d e r a t e
cost, and further detai ls are
c o n t a i n e d i n o u r
advertisement appearing in
this issue.

I t i s s t i l l a f e w m o n t h s

away, so we hope you can
fi n d s o m e o n e t o l o o k a f t e r

your orchids while you visit
the North Shoie and enjoy
o u r s ! T h e w a r m e s t o f
welcomes awaits you.
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w E TA ' S
O R D S

"First a little grizzle. When "commercial growers" are selling or talking at orchid
societies could they PLEASE explain their home conditions. For example:

one grower was saying where he came from he grows certain plants COLD. Where he
was selling his plants from the conditions were a lot difTerent. In the Wairarapa if we
say we are growing our plants cold it means no heating but maybe a fan will be going,
and we will get frosts down to lO^C. If you are in Auckland you would be lucky to have
one at 3°C and only maybe 2 or 3 a year. Please, when selling, explain what conditions
they should be grown in.

In the Wairarapa we
grow a large selection of
v a r i e t i e s b u t m a i n l y
C y m b i d i u m s , A u s s i e
D e n d r o b i u m s a n d
M a s d e v a l l i s . S o m e o f u s
grow Vandas, Cattleyas,
Phallys, Odonts, etc.

I g r o w c o l d
M a s d e v a l l i a s ,
Zygope ia lums , D isas ,
Cymbidiums, Dryadellsas
and tha t i s i n houses w i th
N O H E AT I N G o r f a n s . I n
a n i n t e r m e d i a t e h o u s e ,
w i t h a m i n i m u m o f 6 t o
7''C and heated by a fan
heater at night controlled
by a thermostat, and a fan,
going all day.with no heat,
I grow Laelia and Laelia
Cat t leyas, Onc id iums,
O d o n t s a n d A l l i a n c e ,
Pleurathalis, Japanese
Dend rob iums , D racu las ,
and a few other odd types.

In the glass house {a lean
to type) heating is kept to a

minimum 10°C at night
and fans in the day. I grow
V a n d a s a n d A l l i a n c e ,
Brassia, Stanhopea and
some Paphs.

I have tried to grow
Neofineta Jalcata for some
years but have not had
m u c h s u c c e s s u n t i l
someone told me to grow it
cold. 1 have now put it in
the house with my Aussie
Dendrob iums, hanging
near the roof. It gets plenty
of water all year round.
This year I got 3 flower
s p i k e s a n d w a s v e r y
pleased.

F o r m y A u s s i e
D e n d r o b i u m s t h e i r h o u s e
has the back wa l l made o f
t i m b e r c o v e r e d w i t h fi b r e
cement board which is very
cold and wet, especially as
the wall faces into the south
(where the worst weather
comes from). About 18
months ago I was able to

o b t a i n s o m e 1 0 0 m m t h i c k

polystyrene which I cut to
fit lightly between the studs
a n d d w a n g s . I a l s o
strapped a layer of plastic
on the inside of the raf ters
and this helped to bring the
temperature up by 3 or
4 ° C . A l s o t h e w h i t e

background reflects a lot of
the light.

To finish up on a happy
note, one member of our
group kicked his fowls out
of their house (demoted
them to the hayshed) to
h a v e m o r e r o o m f o r h i s
Cymbidiums and another
dumped his canaries to
g r o w m o r e A u s s i e
D e n d r o b i u m s .

Hoping to hear more tit
b i t s f r o m n e a r a n d f a r . ^

W c t a

A l a n W a l l i s

6 4 O x f o r d S t r e e t

M a s t e r t o n
P h o n e 0 - 6 - 3 7 7 3 8 9 6
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 1993
D A T E S O C I E T Y V E N U E . A D D R E S S

June 12/13 N O R T H S H O R E Browns Bay Recreation Centre, Bute Rd, Brown.s Bay, Akld

July 9/10/11 N E W Z E A L A N D Mt Albert War Mem Hal l , New Nth Rd, Mt . \ lbert , Akld

July 17 H A W K E S B A Y St John Ambulance Hall, Havclock North

Aug 21/22 K A P I T I Kapill Snr Citizens Centre, Ocean Rd. Paraparaumurn Beach
Aug 27 W A R K W O R T H W a r k w o r t h T o w n H a l l

Scpi 2/5 N O R T H S H O R E 20th Anniversary Show — Auckland Inst of Technology,
Akoranga Drive, North Shore, Auckland

Sep( 3/4/5 W H A N G A R E I Forun North Exhibition Hall, Whangarei

Sepi 4/5 H O W I C K All Saints Church Hall, Cook Street, Howick

Scpi 4/5 O T A G O St Peters Church Hall, Hillside Rd, Sth Dunedin

Sepi 4/5 H U T T V A L L E Y Hutt Viilley Horticultural Society Hall, Lower Hutt

Sept 10/11 H I B I S C U S C O A S T The Community Hall, Orewa
Sept 11/12 2 n d S O U T H I S L A N D James Cumming Wing, Ardwick Street, Gore

Sept 11/12 S O U T H A U C K L A N D Papakura Community Hall, Great South Rd, Papakura
Sept 18/19 C A N T E R B U R Y Hori iculutral Soc, Rictanon Avenue, Christchurch

Sept 18/19 P O V E R T Y B A Y Gisborne Boys High Sch(x>l Hall, Stanley Rd, GLsborne
E A S T C O A S T

Sept 18/19 L E V I N Horowhenua College Hall, Wcraroa Road, Levin

Sept 24/25 B A Y O F I S L A N D S Union Church Hal l , Kcr iker i

Sept 24/25/26 H A W K E S B A Y Centennial Hall, Napier

Sept 25/26 T A U P O

Sept 25/26 R O T O R U A "Soundshel l" L.ake Front, Roionia

Sept 24/25/26 N E W Z E A L A N D Mt Allx^rt War Mem Hall, New Nth Rd, Mt AllK.'rt, Akld

Sept 25/26 M A N A W A T U Civic Centre, Main Street, Palmerston North

Scpt/Oc i 30/2 M A R L B O R O U G H St Christophers Hall, Blenheim
O c t 1 / 3 T A R A N A K I St Joseph's Hiill, Devon St West, New Plymouth
Oct 2/3 N O R T H O T A G O Fire Brigade Hall, Thames Street, Otimaru
Oct 2/3 W A N G A N U I Boys College Hall, Ingcstre Street, Wanganui
O c t 1 5 / 1 6 / 1 7 N E L S O N S t o k e M e m o r i a l H a l l

O c t 1 6 / 1 7 W E L L I N G T O N St Orans College, Lower Hutt
N o v 1 3 / 1 4 H U I T V A L L E Y Hutt Valley Horticultural Society Hall, U)wer Hutt

All societies arc offered the free listing of their current year's show dates.
Please ensure accurate and full information is forwarded il" this listing is to be of
m a x i m u m u s e .

Details must be received by Editor as follows to guarantee inclusion in issue noted:-
I S S U E REQUIRED BY I S S U E R E Q U I R E D B Y
March/April 1 February S e p t / O c t o b e r I A u g u s t
May/June 1 April N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r 1 O c t o b e r
July/August 1 June
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THE scam IS OUTU

s u p e r s p h a g
MOSS PELLETS-

The superior growing medium

S/MPLY - SOAK - SQUESE - TEASE
• and you're ready to start potting
• Great results — ex flask onwards
• Optimum air to water ratio
• Easy on hands
• Available In:-

S M A L L P A C K S
(sufficient for 45 - 2 Inch tubes)

or 7 k i lo car tons.
Send for an order form today to:
HORTICULTURAL SUPPUES

9 Barrington Place, Richmond, Nelson
Phone: 0 -3^ 8595 Fax :0-3^ 4389

S U P P O R T

Y O U R

A D V E R T I S E R S

Advertisers in this magazine
form i ts l i fe-b lood.

When you purchase a
product from them,

please make mention of
the fact you saw their

adver t i sement in
Orchids in New Zealand.

/4uatteuUa.
O F F I C I A L P U B L I C AT I O N O F

T H E A U S T R A L I A N O R C H I D C O U N C I L

92 Pages
Eye -ca t ch ing Co lou r

S I X I S S U E S P E R Y E A R

Subscription Rates
Sea Mail $38.00 Air Mall $42.00

A l l r a t e s a r e A u s t r a l i a n d o l l a r s .

Send Application to:

P.O. Box 11, Highbuty,
South Austral ia, 5089

I
(Advise Card Name, Number and Expiry Date) i

Glenbrook Gardens
Gleesons Rd, RD 31, Levin

PHONE: 0-6-362 6835

Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia

11 8 p a g e s $ 5 9 . 9 S
129 colour reproductions Post Free
The Australian Native Orchid Hybrid
Guide by John Kavulak ,
1991 Edition with free vZf.SS
up to date supplement Post Free

Wal b Jill Upton's Flasks
Latest Dendrobium 8 sarcochilus hybrids

Plants from iaading OZ hybridists
Send SAE for plant and flask list

OUR NURSERY-GLEESQNS ROAD, MANAKAU,
17Km SOUTH OF LEVIN IS OPEN 7 DAYS

VISA • BANKCARO • MASTERCARD WELCOME



Pterostylus curta
(Grower V. and D. Barnett)

The "Blunt Greenhood". This very widespread growing
Australian native species is found commonly in open
forests, and especially along stream banks. It is said to
form extensive and dense colonies, and flowering is
usually profuse. Jones (David L. Jones — Native Orchids
of Australia) notes it is a colony-former, and that this
species is very easy to grow and flower under cultivation.


