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T H E C H A L L E N G E

Most organisations, and this does not just include orchid growing clubs, are
struggling to retain members, and even more so to attract new devotees to their ranks.

As a first challenge, all
organisations must ensure
that they are providing
what the members require
because if they do not, they
w i l l n o t r e t a i n t h o s e
members they currently
have. Programmes run
must prov ide i tems of
i n t e r e s t a n d i n f o r m a t i o n t o
the new growers, but also,
must provide interest and
challenge to those who
have been growing for a
number (many?) of years.
The ability of a club to
sustain the ongoing interest
o f m e m b e r s i s o f t e n t h e
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n o n e t h a t
i s s u c c e s s f u l , a n d t h a t
which is gradually going
o u t o f e x i s t e n c e . T h e r e i s
n o e a s y w a y f o r t h e
d e s i r a b l e a t t r i b u t e s t o b e
achieved; the ongoing will
to succeed, and the ability
to l ook a t wha t o the rs a re
doing, and an innovative
flair on the part of the
leaders helps, but without
t h e i n v o l v e m e n t a n d
c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f A L L

m e m b e r s o f t h e c l u b
s u c c e s s w i l l b e d i f fi c u l t i f

not impossible to achieve.
Some societies are taking

i n n o v a t i v e a c t i o n s , a s
noted in this magazine.

e d i t o r i a l

The Kapiti Coast Society
a t t r a c t e d a l o t o f i n t e r e s t
w i th the i r pot t ing and
cultural session at a large
plant nursery. Obviously,
s o m e p e o p l e w a n t e d
something for nothing, but
n e v e r t h e l e s s t h e

opportunity was presented
to talk to a wide range of
new orchid growers and the
challenge is to present the
formal orch id growing

organisation in such a way
that those with just one or
two p lants would see
benefits and enjoyment in
joining the clubs.

A l l o rch id soc ie t i es have
a common interest, and if
your club has had success
in attracting and retaining
n e w m e m b e r s , w r i t e t o
O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d
so we can pass on the
e x p e r i e n c e f o r a l l t o
cons ider and adopt i f
appropriate.

\ f t i c e

to: NEV & JACQUI
ni€ io lov-ely.,

a t e a f - t e a t !

f toMee/, V toasted,
c a r n e c d t d o n e a l !

d A e l o v e l y o n e u i ,
i n i t ' i n e a t

'^e jfiv^ d ijfuile a led
e i e a / o t i e !

d'o iAanA^ jVev 9f ^ac^ui
(Out (mm/ ttuti iueA ^n,
iOBu/ le-e don '( entt^ yoo
and youtA,
{ " jAe tea t A tAa i i / o Ae done !

A N G
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P O T T I N G D E M O N S T R AT I O N

Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th November 1992, the Kapiti Orchid Society in
conjunction with the Levin and Districts Orchid Society gave a demonstration

on repotting orchids to members of the public between the hours of 11 am to 3 pm on
both days.

T h i s e v e n t c a m e a b o u t
f o l l o w i n g m o n t h l o n g
d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h M r P e t e r
H a w k e r o f H a w k e r s

Greenworld whereby it was
agreed that we hold this
d e m o n s t r a t i o n a t H a w k e r s
G r e e n w o r l d G a r d e n
Centres, Main Highway,
Otaki and Kapiti Road,
Paraparaumu.

B o t h r a d i o a n d

newspaper advertising was
arranged by Mr Peter
H a w k e r a n d t h e S o c i e t i e s
w e r e t o p r o v i d e t h e
expertise for repotting of
the orchids, free potting
m i x f o r t h i s e x e r c i s e w a s

provided by L. T. Watkins
H o m e a n d G a r d e n
P r o d u c t s L t d . , a s w e l l a s
free "Phostrogen" food for
all those who brought along
a 2 litre container. As well.
H a w k e r s G r e e n w o r l d
suppl ied f ree pots for
repotting divisions, along
with other pots at very
reduced prices.

During our discussions
w i t h M r P e t e r H a w k e r
l e a d i n g u p t o t h i s
d e m o n s t r a t i o n , i t w a s
noted that a great need

existed in the community
by the public, who have
b e e n b u y i n g a l a r g e
number of orch ids over the
years, for information on
how to grow these beautiful
plants etc. This I feel is
where orchid societ ies need
to promote themselves
m o r e .

Consequently when the
day arrived for the potting
d e m o n s t r a t i o n , w e a t
Kapiti Orchid Society were
overwhelmed by members
of the public bringing their
plants along for advice and
repotting. So much so that
o u r t h r e e m e m b e r s

working on Saturday and
four members on Sunday
had a hard time coping
with the sixty six plants
that were brought along to
u s .

While working on these
plants we were able to talk
to the owners, answering
t h e i r q u e s t i o n s , a n d
helping them with culture
a n d g e n e r a l g r o w i n g
a d v i c e . O u r P u b l i c
R e l a t i o n s O f fi c e r h a d a
field day taking names and
addresses of everyone who

c a m e a l o n g . T h e s e
members of the public were
a captive audience, and all
received a package which
i n c l u d e d i n s t r u c t i o n s o n
h o w t o g r o w t h e i r
Cymbidiums, as well as
i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e O r c h i d

Society activities and when
and where meetings are
h e l d , a l o n g w i t h a
membership form.

W e g a i n e d n e w
m e m b e r s f r o m t h i s

exercise, as well as having a
list of people who grow
orchids to which we wi l l be

inviting to our monthly
m e e t i n g s w i t h n o
ob l iga t ion to j o in ou r
society.

In conclusion, it was felt
by both Mr Peter Hawker
a n d o u r s e l v e s t h a t a s t h i s
w a s s u c h a s u c c e s s f u l
v e n t u r e t h a t i t s h o u l d b e
repeated in 1993. To date
arrangements have been
made to do so, as it is felt
also that the goodwill built
up between the Garden
Centre, the Orchid Society
and the Publ ic needs to be
m a i n t a i n e d .

F E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 3 3
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T h i s m o n t h w e
c o m m e n c e a

s e r i e s o n

early flowering
cymbidiums.
The papers,
presented at
a r e c e n t

Cymbidium
Society of
A m e r i c a —
N Z B r a n c h

Seminar, wi l l
c o n t i n u e o v e r
a n u m b e r o f
i s s u e s .

S I G N I F I C A N T
B R E E D I N G C Y M B I D I U M S

FOR THE EARLIES

by F rank B r i j e v i ch

' I ̂ HE SPECIES that have had a marked influence on
breeding of early cymbidiums are erlhrostylum and

tracyanum and also we would have to consider hookerianum,
or grandiflorum, the name under which I have known it.

Potting Demonstrations
continued from page 3

Hopefully, in the future
we w i l l sec o the r soc ie t i es

p a r t a k i n g i n s i m i l a r
v e n t u r e s a s t h e r e s u l t s c a n

only be beneficial to all
those who are willing to
give some of their time to
help to promote orchids. ^

P.J. Stephens
P r e s i d e n t

Kapiti Orchid Society

The first crossings using
any of these species was
registered in 1902 when
V e i t c h c r o s s e d l o w i a n u r n
and grandiflorum to produce
Low io -g rand i fio rum, a
grex that we still sec today
though often misnamed as
lowianurn . A lso in 1902 S i r
Frederick Wigan registered
a crossing of eburneum with
tracyanum which was called
Wiganianum. In 1908 de
Barrie Crayshaw registered
Rosefieldense {grandiflorum
X tracyanum). In 1912
McBeans produced Doris
{insigne x tracyanum), one
t h a t i s f a m i l i a r t o m o s t o f
u s . F r e d J . H a n b u r y
registered Hanburyanum
{erythrosiylum x tracyanum) in
1 9 1 4 a n d s o i t w a s f r o m
hybrids such as these that
early cymbidium breeding
w a s s t a r t e d .

It is interesting to note
that erythrosiylum was used
as a parent twelve times
b e t w e e n 1 9 4 6 - 6 0 , a n d
i n c l u d e d i n t h e s e w a s t h e
s i gn i fican t c ross w i t h
E d w a r d M a r s h a l l t o m a k e
E a r l y B i r d . D u r i n g
1961-70 it was used eight
t i m e s a n d t h r e e t i m e s
between 1971-75. During
1981-90 only three crosses
were registered, all with
m i n i a t u r e s .

The species tracyanum
w a s u s e d s i x t e e n t i m e s
between 1946-70 including
the cross with Butterfly to
make Early Harvest. It was
forgotten between 1971-80
but since then up to 1990 it
has been used six t imes.

Doris was used twenty
five times as a parent
b e t w e e n 1 9 4 6 - 7 0 a n d w a s

4 O R C H I D S I M M E W Z E A L A N D
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not used again until 1987
w h e n C l i v e H a l l s

registered Len Rayner (x
Carisan). Hanburyanum
w a s u s e d s e v e n t i m e s
between 1946-60, the most
interesting cross being with
Eagle to produce Jolity. It
has only been used once
s i n c e t h e n . T h e l a s t
r e g i s t r a t i o n w i t h
Wiganianum were in the
1946-60 period.

I n 1 9 4 6 S a n d e r s

registered the crossing of
( E d w a r d M a r s h a l l x
erylhrostylum), named Early
Bird, and was destined to
have a significant influence
in the breeding of earlies.
The finding of a chance
tetraplo id, the cul t ivar
'Pacific', was to open a
w h o l e n e w d i r e c t i o n i n
breeding early flowering
cymbidiums. By using this
clone with tetraploids such
a s B a l k i s a n d A l e x a n d e r i

' W e s t o n b i r t ' , s i z e a n d
s h a p e w e r e g r e a t l y
e n h a n c e d a s w a s t h e

keeping qualities of the
new hybrids. Early Bird
was bred with all the early
species present in i ts
background. One parent
was erylhrostylum and the
o the r, Edward Marsha l l ,
registered by Sanders in
1925 was (Albatross x
D o r i s ) . A l b a t r o s s
registered in 1915 by
Sanders was (Gottianum x
grandifloTum), Doris having
tracyanum as a parent.

In the 1946-60 period
only three crosse.s using
Early Bird were registered

the most notable being
S t a n l e y F o u r a k e r ( x
Alexanderi 'Westonbirt')
registered by Stewarts in
1958. Stanley Fouraker is
still being used frequently
w i t h n i n e t e e n c r o s s e s
r e g i s t e r e d b e t w e e n
1985-90. In the period
1961-70, twenty two Early
B i r d c r o s s e s w e r e

registered, the two most
n o t a b l e b e i n g 1 9 6 2
Earlyana (x Louisiana) and
1964 Fred Stewart (x
Balkis) both by Stewarts.
Early Bird now appears to
have been superseded with
only five hybrids since
1970.

Stanley Fouraker has
been used extensively with
n i n e t y fi v e h y b r i d s
registered up to 1990. In
the period 1961-70, twenty
f o u r h y b r i d s w e r e
registered. Included in
these were Silent Night (x
Allegro), Twelfth Night (x
Charmant), Poetic (x
Desiree A'Logann), White
Christmas (x Early Bird),
and Arcadian Melody (x
Irish Melody). Arcadian
Melody when crossed with
C o r a k i p r o d u c e d t h e
p o p u l a r s h o w a n d
c o m m e r c i a l fl o w e r
A r c a d i a n S u n r i s e ' G o l d e n
F leece ' .

During 1971-75 twenty
e i g h t h y b r i d s w e r e
registered with one of the
m o s t n o t a b l e b e i n g
Stewarts crossing of Winter
Fair (x Fred Stewart). Only
six hybrids were registered
in the next five years up to

1980 . S ince then a fu r the r

thirty seven hybrids have
b e e n r e g i s t e r e d w i t h
Mount Cook (x Miretta),
registered 1982 being the
b e s t k n o w n i n N e w
Z e a l a n d a n d A u s t r a l i a .

Earlyana had Louisiana
(Louis Sander x tracyanum)
as its other parent thereby
introducing tracyanum into
t h e b l o o d l i n e s . I a m n o t
sure when Earlyana was
b r e d b u t a l t h o u g h
registered in 1962, its first
crossing, Bethlehem (x
Frederica) was registered
i n 1 9 6 3 . F r e d e r i c a

registered in 1935 had
Hanburyanum as a parent.
Bethlehem has forty two
crosses registered up until
1 9 8 7 w h e n t h e l a s t c r o s s
was made.

Earlyana has been bred
with a number of early
parents such as Atlantes
( = Vesper Bells), San
M i g u e l ( = H e r a l d
Angels), Sussex ( = Magi's
Gift), Bethlehem ( = Three
Wise Men), Lunagrad ( =
Luana), Stanley Fouraker
(= Va l l ey Mayflower ) ,
Rincon ( = Chr is tmas
Morn) , Ul t imatum ( =
L o o k o u t ) , W h i t e
Christmas ( = Winterjoy),
F r e d S t e w a r t ( =
Seraphim), and Winter
Fair ( = Arctic Song).

Bethlehem has been used

twenty three limes, the last
being 1989 when Santa
B a r b a r a r e g i s t e r e d
Nov em ber Woods (x
Redcoat). The progeny of
B e t h l e h e m i n c l u d e s u c h

6 O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D



crosses as Baltic Dawn (x
Solana Beach), Margaret
Connor (x Fred Stewart),
Rincon Beth (x Rincon),
Memoria Ken Blackman (x
Sensation), Cloudland (x
Trigo Royaie), Victoria
Arvanitis (x Dainty), and
Early Magic (x Stanley
Fouraker).

F r e d S t e w a r t a l s o h a s
had a great impact on early
breeding. Like Stanley
Fouraker it was a tetraploid
and was a lso a descendant
o f A l e x a n d e r i ' We s t o n b i r t ' .
F r o m t h a t l i n e F r e d
Stewart was able to pass on
size, shape, substance and
good keeping qualities. A
total of sixty four crosses
have been registered, the
last being Angels Flight (x
Angelica) in 1987. Some of
the hybrids are Beauty
Fred (x Vanguard), Cotton
Candy (x Vieux Rose), Via
Rincon (x Rincon), Via
Costa (x Solana Beach),
Winter Fair (x Stanley
F o u r a k e r ) , A r a t i k a ( x
A c a p u l c o G o l d ) , R o d
Stewart (x parishii), and
Star Lee (x Winter Fair).

W i n t e r F a i r w a s

registered by Stewarts in
1971 and has produced
fifty one hybrids during the
ensuing twenty years. It is
a grex that has been bred
"in the purple" having
Early Bird as a grand
parent on both, sides and
wi th A lexander i 'Westonb i r t '
as a grandparent on one
s i d e a n d a s a g r e a t
grandparent on the other.
Among it's progeny are
W i n t e r W o n d e r ( x

Fanfare), Baltic Moon (x
Ricon Lady), Four Fair (x
Stanley Fouraker), Baltic
Snow (x Trigo Royaie),
Arctic Song (x Earlyana),
Poetic Fair (x Poetic), Isla
O'Connor (x Scaramouche),
Pursui t (x Ul t imatum),
and Solana Fair (x Solana
B e a c h ) . I t s h o u l d b e
cont inued to be used fo r a
few years yet as plant
b r e e d e r s u s e i t w i t h n e w
and interesting parents.

In I970Cobbs registered
Trigo Royaie (Rosinante x
October). There does not
appear to be any early
species in the background
of Rosinante. A possible
exception to this could be a
g randpa ren t , Toucan ,
which is listed as parents
u n k n o w n . O n t h e o t h e r
s ide October (Autumn
Tints X Guelda) has all
t h r e e . A u t u m n T i n t s h a s
both erylhroslylum and
tracyanum as grandparents.
Guelda has both grandijlonm
and tracyanum as grand
parents, so it is evident that
the early genes come from
October. Altogether there
have been fourteen hybrids
m a d e f r o m O c t o b e r a n d
has been used with parents
such as Rincon ( = Mount
Hood) and Winter Fair ( =
Via October Invierno).

Trigo Royaie has had
t w e n t y t w o h y b r i d s
registered. These include
Balt ic Snow (x Winter
Fair), Baltic Song (x Baltic-
Snow), Baltic Honey (x
U l t i m a t u m ) , T r a c e y
Reddaway (x Coraki ) ,
Nancie Bonham (x Good

News), Karaka Park (x
Stanley Fouraker) and
Winter Royaie (x Winter
Dew). All the offspring of
Trigo Royaie have been
registered in the last ten
years. I believe we will see
more i n t he f u tu re .

Ultimatum (West Winds
X Lucense) was registered
in 1978 by Santa Barbara
Orch id Es ta te . Wes t W inds

( G r a n d M o n a r c h x
Atlantes) has grandxjlorum as
a grandparent and tracyanum
as a great grandparent.
Lucense (Lucy x Moirense)
has tracyanum as a grand
parent and grandiflorum as
great grandparent of Lucy.
M o i r e n s e h a s b o t h

erlhrostylum and tracyanum as
grandparents .so there is a
large pool of early genes.
U l t i m a t u m h a s b e e n u s e d
four teen t imes wi th crosses
s u c h a s L o o k o u t ( x
Earlyana), Happy Days (x
Fanfare), Alliance (x Lucy
Moor), Pursuit (x Winter
Fair), Many Horses (x
.Zephyr), and Angelica's
Ultimatum (x Angelica).
Of these hybrids the two
t h a t h a v e b e e n m o s t u s e d

a r e A l l i a n c e , fi v e t i m e s
with parents such as Many
H o r s e s ( = A n k e r ) ,
Abcoude ( = Waver ) ,
Angelica seven times to
c r e a t e t h e f o l l o w i n g
hybrids. Many Angels (x
Angelica), Mierlander (x
Mi re t ta ) , Way lands (x
Puppy Love), and Many
Greens (x Vieux Rose).
Ultimatum or its progeny
should cont inue to be used

regularly into the future.

F E B R U A R Y 1 , 9 9 3 7



Top: Cymbidium Corakai 'Rewa' Grower: Norm Porter
Bottom: Cymbidium Pink Champaine 'FeatherhilT 4N Grower: Norm Porter
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A l o o k t h r o u g h t h e
O r c h i d A d v o c a t e o v e r t h e
last three years shows that
there have been twenty
awards for early flowering
cymbidiums. Only four were
standard cymbidiums. It is
interesting to note that ten
of the miniature or novelty
cymbidiums and three of the
s t a n d a r d h a d R i n c o n o r
one of its progeny as a
parent. This shows that
Rincon is still producing
award quality plants and
with the right partners,
also produces early flowers.

R i n c o n ( P e a r l x
Windsor) was registered in
1957. Pearl has grandiflorum
as a parent and Windsor
has erythrostylum as a
parent. Rincon is one of
the commonly used stud
plants having been used
o n e h u n d r e d a n d n i n e t e e n
times up to 1990. It is still
being used extensively
producing thirty six crosses
in 1986-90. Among the
hybrids that have come
from Rincon are Early
A l i c e ( x E a r l y B i r d ) ,
M a r i n e r ( x S t a n l e y
Fouraker), Grandos (x
V a n g u a r d ) , P i n k
Champagne (x Rosinante),
Shortest Day (x Twelfth
Night), Rincon Beth (x
Bethlehem), Iced Angel (x
Carol Cox), Mount Hood
(x October), Solana Beach
(x Atlantes), Via Del Playa
(x Solana Beach), Snow
Spell (x Baltic Snow), Fast
Lane (x Beauty Fred),
Paint Lobos (x Jolity),
Matipo (x Memoria Ken
Blackman), Pebbles (x Red

Beauty), Harry Sakel (x
Victoria Arvanitis), and
C h r i s t m a s M o r n ( x
Early ana).

S o l a n a B e a c h w a s

registered in 1969 and had
At lantes (Alexander i x
erythrostylum) as its other
p a r e n t . S o m e o f t h e
parents with which it has
b e e n c r o s s e d a r e W i n t e r
S o l s t i c e ( = V i a D e l
Soledad), Bethlehem (=
Baltic Dawn), Doris Aurea
( = James Wattie), Fanfare
( = Featherhill Fanfare),
L u n a g r a d ( = P e t e r
Dawson), Alvin Bryant ( =
Regal Solana), Peetie ( =
Invercargill), Winter Fair
(= Solana Fai r ) , Fred
Stewart (= Via Costa),
th is has been bred on wi th
Lunagrad to make Via
Lunagrad, Thanksgiving
( = V i a V i s t a ) , a n d
Earlyana (= Christmas
Morn). Christmas Morn
h a s I j e e n c r o s s e d w i t h
C a r o l C o x ( = P i n k
Parade), Trigo Royale ( =
C r y s t a l W h i t e ) , a n d
M a g p i e ( = E l s i e
Matsumoto).

M a g p i e i s a m o s t
interesting parent. It has
been used twenty four
t i m e s , t h e m o s t r e c e n t
being 1989. It is listed in
S a n d e r s a s " p a r e n t s
u n k n o w n " . T h e r e m u s t b e
a good pool of early genes
a v a i l a b l e a s i t h a s b e e n
used predominantly with
earlies. Some of its hybrids
are Byline (x Earlyana),
Freds Fly (x Fed Stewart),
He l l s Be l l s (x Vesper
Bells), and Moon Shadow

(x Doris Aurea). This last
hybrid has been bred on
with Earlyana to make
Lucky Star.

I t h a s b e e n a m o s t
interesting exercise delving
into the history of breeding
for early cymbidiums. No
doubt there are probably a
few that I have missed and
s h o u l d h a v e m e n t i o n e d .

I f I h a v e t o n a m e t h r e e
t h a t h a v e b e e n t h e m o s t
influential, I would have to
go back to the early crosses
such as Early Bird, Stanley
F o u r a k e r a n d F r e d
S t e w a r t . H o w e v e r ,
cymbidium breeding is
a lways advancing and
looking to improve so
among the newer crosses I
would have to put forward
Trigo Royale, Winter Fair
and perhaps Solana Beach.

CAN YOU HELP?

Wanted a copy of
"An Appreciation of
N . Z . N a t i v e O r c h i d s i n
C e n t r a ! V o l c a n i c
P l a t e a u " b y M a x
G i b b s . P r i n t e d I
u n d e r s t a n d f o r t h e
Taupo Native Orchid
Society, If copies are
a v a i l a b l e p l e a s e
contact E. J. Liddell,
15 Moore Avenue,
Gonville, Wanganui
w i t h c o s t s .
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Top: Enlarged single flower Earina mucronata
Bottom: Dendrobium cunninghamii



A D V E N T U R E O N M Y D O O R S T E P

N a t i v e O r c h i d s o n L a k e Te A n a u

' I ̂ he remote wilderness of Lake Te Anau's northern reaches reveals no evidence of
human occupation. No roads, huts, tracks or power pylons to be seen, its a region

of New Zealand where man merely passes through, by the grace of God or Nature
zilone. The excavated cave shelter of the transient Ngatimamoe on Lee Island is once
again only a rock overhang, the endeavours of our explorers who rowed 66 km up the
lake have left no mark but the Milford Track, and today's deerstalkers and track
trampers leave no sign of their presence near the lake.

From the blue sky of a
clear Easter day, to the
mirror-calm depths of the
l a k e , t h e o n l y v i s u a l
f e a t u r e s a r e t h e b u s h - c l a d
F r a n k l i n a n d E a r l
mountains. Drifting across
the waters comes the sound
of native birdsong and the
overwhelming scent of
E a r i n a a u t u m n a l i s . A s t h e

yacht Manuska dropped off
her party of trampers for
their trek over to Milford,
skipper Murray Cardno
a n d I t u r n e d f o r h o m e ,
sailing once more through
the vei l of the Far inas. We
w o n d e r e d w h a t o t h e r
orch ids were out there .

The next day I joined
Manuska's daily 'discovery
voyage'. Around Easter
t h e c r u i s e f e a t u r e s t h e
'orchid special' — a trip to
o n e o f t h e i s l a n d s i n t h e
l a k e . T h e r e h a s b e e n n o

felling of native timber
here, not even a school
party to trample the moss.
A barely discernable track

t o t h e m o r e a c c e s s i b l e
orchids is the only human
t o u c h .

I was intrigued to find all
the Farinas and Dendrobiums
on the rocks and rock faces
or on the fi rs t 1 .8m of the
b e e c h t r e e s . T h e r e w e r e
n o n e t o b e s e e n b y
binoculars further up the
beech t rees. We know thei r
v a r i e d h a b i t a t s o f c o u r s e
include mossy rock banks
but to live uniquely so
seems unusual. Many are
i n d e n s e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s

covering several square
metres. F. mucronata is less
common than F. au tumna l i s
and D. cunninghamii but
again is no higher than
ches t -he igh t f rom the
ground.

We strayed from the
' d i s c o v e r y ' t r a c k t o
d i s c o v e r n e w s i t e s o f
o r c h i d s a c r o s s t h e i s l a n d .
Again we located heavy
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f t h e t h r e e

epiphytes, far more than I

have seen in the Borlzmd,
C a t l i n s o r W a i n u i o m a t a
bush. We 'foot-stepped'
the largest site and found it
4 0 ' b y 5 0 ' o f D .
cunninghamii on about 8 cm
o f l e a f l i t t e r o n r o c k .

Stomping through knee-
deep moss for a short time
we came across a specimen
of F. autumnal is wi th stems
27" (or 29 leaves) long,
three times the size of most
others although the flowers
were no s t ronger nor more

prolific.
Brian Molloy comments

t h a t o r c h i d h a b i t a t s w e r e
extended by settlers felling
and burning land, which
when it regenerated to
secondary growth hosted a
multiplicity of orchids and
other native plants. This
suggests that orchids may
form part of the early
regenerative process, after
the lichens and then mosses
h a v e r e c l a i m e d t h e l a n d
f r o m e i t h e r h u m a n
i n t e r v e n t i o n o r f r o m
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natural upheavals such as
t h e t r e e a v a l a n c h e s o f
Fiordland. This is the niche

they appear to fill here,
colonising comparitively
w i d e a r e a s o f m o s s - c l a d
r o c k s .

Ye t , w h i l e t h e i s l a n d
supports trees almost to the
maturity of the generative

» c y c l e , t h e E a r i n a s a n d
Dendrobiums have yet to
migrate to their familiar
hosts. It has been suggested' to me that the larger trees
a r e r e c e n t a r r i v a l s t o t h e
islands of Lake Te Anau,
perhaps only appearing
d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f
pakeha settlement. We
may indeed be witnessing a
specific stage of forest
d e v e l o p m e n t h e r e .
Evidence for this theory is
that the islands hold no big
old rata trees or any of the
anc ien t g i an t s o f t he
Fiordland 'mainland'; and
that a pakeha-style bracken
bed and campsite have
b e e n d i s c o v e r e d i n a
nearby area of bush. If that
s i t e h a d b e e n b u s h l a n d
then, he would probably
h a v e b e d d e d d o w n o n
crown fern, which suggests
t h e b r a c k e n h a s b e e n
displaced by the bush only
in the past 200 years.

What other species does
th i s r emo te and un touched
little sanctuary hold? With
t h e B o r l a n d L o d g e
herbarium (among other
flora) only 40 km away I
shall be visiting again to
i n v e s t i e a t e m o r e

thoroughly. Thus far I will
take three questions
• W h y a r e t h e s e

epiphytes not situated
m o r e t h a n 1 . 8 m o f f
the ground?

• Can a comparison be
made between species
o n t h i s u n d i s t u r b e d
s i t e a n d t h o s e

c o n t r i b u t i n g t o
s e c o n d a r y g r o w t h
e l s e w h e r e i n
F i o r d l a n d ?

• What other species will
s u m m e r r e v e a l ?

The limestone running
through the Murchison
range, accounting for the
Te Ana-au 'glow-worm'
caves, may also draw me to
i n v e s t i g a t e M o l l o y ' s *
observation that Corybas
macranthus and C. orbiculatus
appear to be the only
orchid species to grow on
l i m e s t o n e .

M y f u l l d a y t r i p
i l lustrates how readi ly
Murray and Frana Cardno
will adapt their 'dicovery'
c r u i s e s t o t h e i n t e r e s t o f
their passengers. They also
operate overnight voyages
where those who don' t care
to set up camp can sleep in
t h e s i x b e r t h s o n b o a r d .

(One of the beauties of the
is land I v is i ted is that wi th
no running streams there
are no sandflies.)

* John Johns and Brian Molloy
N a t i v e O r c h i d s o f N e w Z e a l a n d .

If you are visiting Otago
o r F i o r d l a n d n e x t

orchiding season, you may
like to join me exploring
t h e o r c h i d s o f L a k e T e
A n a u . M

M e l a n i e M c D o n a l d
Assistant Manager

Te A n a u Y H A H o s t e l

S O U T H L A N D T I M E S
2 8 t h M a r c h

A w a r d
P r e s e n t e d

M u r r a y C a r d n o ,
builder-owner-skipper of
the we l l -known Te Anau
tourist ketch Manuska, was
a w a r d e d t h e F i o r d l a n d
P r o m o t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n ' s
Tourism Personality of the
Y e a r a w a r d a t t h e
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s a n n u a l
awards dinner last night.

N e w l y - e l e c t e d
Associat ion President ,
Margaret Cockburn spoke
of Mr Cardno's long
association with, and love
f o r F i o r d l a n d .

C t a e s i fi e d a d v e r d s o m e n t s
i n O r c h i d s i n o b t a i n
r ^ t t s .
Post ypur copy ((30 >wprds)
and'cheque for $i8;pO to;
OrcKids In N;Z. Glasslfleds
16 Bpwen Street Waiiiku



Two Spr ing-Flower ing
O r c h i d s

Spring-flowering orchids
are numerous in number;
the 'flush' of-cymbidiums,
dendrobiums, pleione, and
masdevaliia, represent just
a few of the many plants
which offer a regular spring
s h o w . W h a t a d i f fi c u l t
decision then to select two;
finally the decision falls on
a c y m b i d i u m a n d a
perhaps lesser -known
v a n d a .

Cymbidium]oyce Duncan
'Kersbrook' has proved a
really worthwhile plant in
m y c o l l e c t i o n . T h i s
standard-sized cymbid.

never fails to produce a
number of spikes, each
with up to twelve flowers,
we l l -p resented on the
arching spray. The flowers
are lightly scented, which is
always welcome in the
orchid house, and last for
many weeks. It produces a
rewarding display, but
does need space to show the
blooms to advantage.

The second choice goes
to a less showy orchid,
Vanda Ures. This species
originates from Burma,
Thailand and India, in the
Himalayan foothills. There
it is often found growing in

ful l sunl ight , over the
branches of large trees. In
my orchid house, this plant
grows in one of the more
sunny positions. Even the
very cold winters we have
had in the last two years,
h a v e n ' t h i n d e r e d i t s

growth and production of
flowers — on a relatively
small plant. The flower
buds take many weeks to
develop, starting as tiny
p o i n t e d b u d s o n t h e
opposite side of the stem
from the cylindrical leaves.
The long-lasting flowers
which are produced in late
spring, remain on the plant
f o r o v e r t w o m o n t h s . m

Va n d a t e r e s

Grower/photographer: Ross Macdonald
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Cymbidium Joyce Duncan 'Kcrsbrook'
Grower/photographer: Ross Macdonald
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A L o v e o f O r c h i d s

'plants figured large in George Fuller's life from the beginning. His family had an
orchard in Henderson, so growing things was a way of life, and there was an

amazing neighbour called Fred Powell who was an exceptional nurseryman and orchid
g r o w e r .

W h e n t h e t i m e c a m e t o
choose a career, George
h a d n o h e s i t a t i o n i n

choosing horticulture and
i n t h e w i n t e r o f 1 9 4 5 h e
s ta r ted a t Pa lmers , now
f a m o u s f o r t h e i r c h a i n o f
garden centres but then a
f a m i l y n u r s e r y i n
Auck land . S i x mon ths l a t e r
h e w a s o f f t o N e w

Plymouth for an eighteen
m o n t h s t i n t w i t h D u n c a n
and Davies nursery, where
so many of our best plants'
people learnt their craft.
D u r i n g t h i s t i m e h i s
interest in orchids, already
strong thanks to Fred
Powell's influence, reached
new heights when he saw
na t i ve spec ies du r ing
tramping trips in the bush
and got to know people
w h o w e r e g r o w i n g
c y m b i d i u m s . H e a l s o
acquired an amazing book
o f G h a r l e s D a r w i n o n t h e
fertilization of orchids by
i n s e c t s w h i c h h a d h i m
s p e l l b o u n d w i t h i t s
revelations. George soon
decided that he was going
to be an orchid grower,
nothing else would do, so
he sought advice from Fred
P o w e l l w h o . s a i d t h a t h e
w o u l d n e e d t o g o t o
England to have .such a

c a r e e r . A l e t t e r w z i s s e n t

immediately to the famous
orchid firm of Sander's,
who replied that there
would be a job available if
George could get there.

Getting there was the
p r o b l e m . H e h a d n o
money, but the s ingle
minded lad was determined
to find a way. Enquiries
revealed that cargo ships
returning to England were
shor t o f c rew because men
tired of the food rationing
back home, were jumping
ship in New Zealand. This
led to his signing on as the
lowliest deck boy with an
o l d c o a l fi r e d t r a m p
steamer and setting off for
England at 14 miles per
hour, with five pounds in
his pocket, having just
c e l e b r a t e d h i s s e v e n t e e n t h

birthday.
S a n d e r ' s H o u s e o f

O r c h i d s g r e e t e d h i m
warmly when he finally
a r r i v e d , b e i n g m o s t
impressed by the effort he
made to get there. Some of
t h e o l d e s t s t a f f m e m b e r s
had been w i th Sander ' s a l l
their working lives and
they had George enthralled
w i t h t h e i r r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f
t h e i n c r e d i b l e t i m e a r o u n d

the turn of the century
when regular shiploads of
orchids gathered from far
off jungles arrived at the
n u r s e r y.

George's enthusiasm
and willingness to learn
m e a n t t h a t h e d i d w e l l a t
Sander's, and he was sent
to their Belgium branch for
a t ime to fur ther h is sk i l ls .
W h i l e t h e r e h e l e a r n t h o w
to raise orchids from seed,
a p r e c i s e t e c h n i q u e
r e q u i r i n g l a b o r a t o r y
cond i t i ons , and he took
over this operation at the
English nursery upon his
r e t u r n .

After a number of years
at Sander's George was
offered a job at a new
glasshouse setup in Sweden
w h e r e t h e fi r s t c o m m e r c i a l

hydroponics operation for
growing vegetables was
being set up. At first he
turned down the job, as he
was planning to return to
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d s e e h i s

parents. This resulted in
the Swedish firm offering
to pay for him to come out
t o N e w Z e a l a n d t h e n
return to their nursery. So
George came home briefly,
b r ing ing w i th h im h is
fiancee Doris, a co-worker



from Sander's, and they
w e r e m a r r i e d i n A u c k l a n d .

George loved Sweden
and enjoyed his job of
looking after nutrition of
the advanced nursery, but
t h e r e w e r e fi n a n c i a l
problems for the company
and when after five years
he was offered a position in
Malta he accepted, readily.

The new job involved
setting up a nursery to
p r o d u c e c u t t i n g s o f
chrysanthemums for an
English nursery, taking
advantage of the long
sunlight hours in Malta to
speed up the process.

T h e o p e r a t i o n w a s
started from scratch, and
when George went to
England for a course in
Chrysan themum prop
agation one of his tasks was
to organise a ship to take
essentials to the nursery
site, including materials for
a o n e m i l l i o n g a l l o n
reservoir (there is a great
sho r tage o f wa te r on
Malta) and 200 tons of peat
(topsoil is extremely scarce
there too).

I t w a s n ' t t h e e a s i e s t o f
operations to set up, or the
e a s i e s t o f c o u n t r i e s t o
o p e r a t e i n b u t w h e n
George left to return to
New Zealand four years
l a t e r t h e t e n a c r e s u n d e r
cover (polythene in winter
and shadecloth in summer)
were producing one million
cuttings a week, all of
which were shipped back to
the parent company in
England.

Back home for good
George found it difficult to
get employment in hort
iculture as anything but an
unskilled gardener, so for a
t i m e h e w o r k e d a s a c a r
a s s e m b l e r i n A u c k l a n d .
T h e n o n a c h a n c e v i s i t t o
New Plymouth he called on
Fred Parker, famous for his
g a r d e n a n d o r c h i d
collection, who announced
that he was giving his
orchids to the City Council
on the condition they find
someone competent to look
a f t e r t h e m . A r e y o u
interested? he enquiried of
George, and half an hour
later, after a call to Parks
Director John Goodwin, it
was al l sett led.

So George and Doris
and t he i r ch i l d ren came t o
N e w P l y m o u t h w h e r e
George was made Curator
o f t h e P u k e k u r a a n d
Brooklands Parks a year
later and spent 25 years in
a job he relished, and
w h i c h e a r n e d h i m t h e
M B E f o r h i s d e v o t i o n . H e
also received a Gold Medal
a t t h e 1 9 9 0 W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e f o r h i s
a c h i e v e m e n t s w i t h t h e
plants he still loves above
al l o thers .

Recently retired, George
spends a great deal of time
with orchids, especially the
st r ik ing South Af r ican
disas, which he has been
b r e e d i n g w i t h g r e a t
success, and Masdevallias.

As George headed off to
find an orchid painting
n e a r t h e e n d o f o u r
interview, I commented to

D o r i s t h a t h e c o u l d n ' t b e

q u i t e a s c r a z y a b o u t
o rch ids as when he was a
teenager. But she assured
me that he's worse, "he
probably dreams about
t h e m . " A t t h a t m o m e n t

George re tu rned , and
added that when regaining
c o n s c i o u s n e s s a f t e r a n
o p e r a t i o n r e c e n t l y ,
suffering hallucinations
from the anaesthet ic, he
dreamt of potting orchids
and their roots turning into
serpents .

Julian Matthews
Reprinted from: "The New

Z e a l a n d G a r d e n e r "

April, 1992

continued from page 26

T h e o r c h i d r o o t s s e e m t o
b e m o r e e f fi c i e n t w h e n
adhering to a solid surface.
If plants in pots show a
tendency to get most of
their roots outside the pot
think about repotting into
baskets . A t a l l t imes l i s ten
to what the plant is saying,
through its roots.

Growing p lants is a
satisfying link between
m a n a n d n a t u r e . T h o s e
w h o d o i t b e s t a r e
observant and seek out the

sign language of their
plants, making the effort to
supply their needs.

Have you talked to your
plants today?

Reprinted from
Rotorua Orchid Society

{Newsletter June 1991



USEFUL ORCHIDS

We all think of" orchids as plants with beautiful flowers, however orchids have been
utilised in many ways by various people through the ages.

Malaysia to treat earaches,
infections, ners'ous diseases
a n d c h o l e r a . P s u e d o b u l b s
o f P h a i u s t a n k e w i l U a e w e r e

used in Java as a poultice
f o r a b s c e s s e s a n d f r o m

A f r i c a l o c a l m e d i c i n a l u s e
has been reported of an
i n f u s i o n o f t h e s t e m s o f
Ansellia gigantea used as an
e m e t i c a n d t o r e l i e v e

coughs, and a juice from
the s tem hea ted to re l i eve
earache.

The .seeds of Cymhidium
madidum were used by
A b o r i g i n a l w o m e n t o
p r e p a r e a n o r a l
contraceptive and stems
w e r e c h e w e d t o r e l i e v e

d y s e n t e r y . I n F i j i
Dtndrobium tokai was part of
a mixture taken as an ora l

contraceptive. Salep is the
n a m e g i v e n t o t h e
pulverised tubers of many
orchid species, long known
i n A s i a w h e r e i t w a s

regarded as an aphrodisiac,
t o n i c a n d r e s o r a t i v e .

Today its sole purpose in
medicine Is as a demulcent
i n i n f a n t d i a r r o h e a .

to them. A doctor once told
me the best cure for a cold
w a s c a s t o r o i l . H e s a i d i f
you took enough of it you
were too scared to cough.

R e c o r d e d f o o d u s e s

i n c l u d e : F r o m t h e d i e t o f
Aust ra l ian abor ig ines,
t u b e r s f r o m t e r r e s t i a l
s p e c i e s o f C a l d e n a ,
C r y p t o s t y l i s , D i u r i s .
Thelymiira, Pterostylis and
allied species. Roasted
t u b e r s o f G a s l r o d i a w e r e
called native potatoes by
the early European settlers.
Ethnic people of Africa,
A m e r i c a , N e w M e x i c o ,
Japan, China, Korea,
India and Vietnam also ate
o r c h i d t u b e r s i n t i m e s o f
need . Van i l l a seems to be
the only orchid product
c u r r e n t l y u s e d f o r
fl a v o u r i n g a l t h o u g h
Dendrob ium sa laccense has
been used to flavour rice in
Indonesia and Leptotes
b i c o l o T h a s a l s o s e r \ ' e d a s a

flavouring for ice cream.
Jumellea Jragrans leaves and
stems were used as a tea in
M a u r i t i u s .

The early Greeks gave
the name orchis (literally
test ic le) to the plants
because of the resemblance
o f t h e t w i n t u b e r s t o
human testicles. Physicians
then believed that plants
w h i c h r e s e m b l e d h u m a n

organs were appropriate
plant drugs for treating
ailments of these organs
hence o rch ids rece ived the

reputa t ion fo r fe r t i l i t y
regulation, usually in the
form of aphrodisiacs. This
reputation persisted into
the early 20th century. The
American Indians used, and
some o f l l ie remedies were
adopted, by the European
immigrants, such species as
Cypripedium as a sedative,
Goodyera pubescens for a
v a r i e t y o f d i s e a s e s
i n c l u d i n g c a n c e r a n d
Epactis helleborine was
brought from Europe to
treat gout. Arpophyllum was
u s e d i n M e x i c o t o t r e a t

dysentery, Cytopodium
prescribed for di.seases of
the skin and lungs in Cuba
and as a purgative in
B r a z i l .

Catasetum Jimbriatum and
Rodriguezia have been used
i n S o u t h A m e r i c a b y
women to regulate fertility.
Dendrobium crumenatum has
s e r v e d t h r o u g h o u t

T h e r e a r e d o u b t l e s s

many more recorded uses
o f o r c h i d s i n m e d i c i n e .

Maybe if our New Zealand
h e a l t h c a r e g e t s t o o
expensive we could revert

M i s c e l l a n e o u s u s e s o f
o r ch i ds i nc l uded :

J a v a — S p l i t s t e m s o f
Coelogne asperata served as
b lackboard c leaners .
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L a o s — T u b e r s o f C a l a n l h e
lub r i ca ted the comb o f t he
l o o m .

N e w G u i n e a — F o o d f o r
c o o k i n g w r a p p e d i n
Acanthephippum leaves.
C e n t r a l A m e r i c a —
Tr u m p e t s m a d e f r o m
hollow dried psuedobulbs
of Schomburgkia libicinis.
Cayman Islands—Pipes

shaped from psuedobulbs
of Schomburgkia thomsoniana.
M e x i c o — S u b s t i t u t e f o r
hallucinogenic peyote from
Oncidium cebolleta.

I n d i a — S t e m s o f
Dendrob ium fed to cows to
increase milk production,
a n d C y m b i d i u m
psuedobulbs fed to cattle.
Papua New Gu inea—

Whole plants of Spathoglottis
fed to pigs.
A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s —
valued Cypripdeium acaule as
a love charm.
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n s — U s e d
Habenaria dives as a death
c h a r m .

Reprinted from
Rotorua Orchid Society

Newsletter May 1991

A M A T E U R S V I E W
O F P H O T O G R A P H Y

You may take the best
photo in the world, but it is
a known fact that there is a
great variety of colours
f r o m d i l f e r n e t fi l m s a n d
processing."

B A C K G R O U N D :

It is miportant to match
t h e c o l o u r o f t h e fl o w e r
with the background. An
uncluttered background is
always best and if necessary
take i t away from the
shadehouse to photograph
a g a i n s t a n e u t r a l
background or use a black
cloth or another suggestion
is a pale blue cloth pinned
o n s o f t b o a r d .

A S A :

Relates to the speed of
t h e fi l m . 1 0 0 A S A i s
normal but fjor indoors 400
ASA has proved to be best
using natural light. This
fi l m i s t o o f a s t f o r fl a s h
which requires 100 ASA.

M O V E M E N T :

E n s u r e t h e c a m e r a i s
fitted on a tripod, using a
s h u t t e r c a b l e t o e l i m i n a t e
camera shake .

F O C U S :

The cen t re o f t he flowe r
is the best place to focus on.

C L O S E U P :

Lenses a re ava i l ab le bu t
s o m e t i m e s i t i s f o u n d t h a t
the flower is too c lose and
t o o b i g t o fi t i n t h e
v i e w fi n d e r . A 2 x l e n s e i s

satisfactory in most cases.
Most cameras will go as
close as 0.5 metre winch is
close enough.

F L A S H :

Not really necessary if
y o u u s e a 4 0 0 A S A ,
B o u n c e t h e fl a s h f r o m a
reflec to r ra ther than d i rec t .
S o m e c a m e r a s h a v e b u i l d -
i n fl a s h e s w h i c h s e t t h e i r

own exposure. Do not have
the flower too c lose to the
background or shadows
w i l l r e s u l t .

S I N G L E L E N S E
R E F L E X C A M E R A S :

Ideal because you can
see exactly what you are
photographing.

C O L O U R S L I D E S :

Or colour prints—either
is acceptable because prints
can be taken off slides.

These are a few simple
hints that may help or
hinder you but always
remember that a photo is
t a k e n f o r y o u r o w n
records, p leasure and
m e m o r i e s .

Reprinted from
Whangarei Orchid Society

Newsletter April 1986
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ARE WE GETTING THE BEST
O U T O F O U R PA P H S ?

b y B a r r y F r a s e r

A LTHOUGH given a wide ranging subject title which could cover breeding lines,
show presentation, flower initiation and so on, I will talk about basic culture

methods used by well known growers and those used by myself at Papa Aroha Orchids.
In doing so I will lay to rest some of the old ideas and bring out more recent methods in
the culture of paphiopedilum orchids.

Probably the best culture
I h a v e s e e n i s a t T h e
O r c h i d Z o n e i n S a n
Francisco, run by Terry
Root. His nursery has a
t o t a l l y c o n t r o l l e d
environment with every
a s p e c t o f g r o w i n g
controlled to get the very
best results. He has his own

laboratory and uses his
own medium for producing
seedlings, for the very
important sound start to
p l a n t i n i t i a t i o n a n d
growing. The first lesson in
good paph culture is to
purchase seedlings from
nurseries with a good
reputat ion for strongly
growing seedlings. Those
poorly established will set
the grower back into a
situation of slow recovery
at best. Once growing
momentum is lost it is very
d i f fi c u l t t o r e c o v e r.

G i v e n g o o d s t r o n g
seedlings, they have to be
t a k e n o u t o f fl a s k w h e n
they have good growing
root tips, and grow them in
a medium that they will
best respond. The Orchid
Zone expect to flower the

first seedlings about 12
months out of flask, and
have a bulk flowering after
1 8 m o n t h s . T h i s c o n t r a s t s
with the old accepted idea
of flowering 3-4 years out
o f fl a s k . O f c o u r s e t h i s i s

us ing a h igh l eve l o f
t e c h n o l o g y t o h a v e
everything controlled to
optimum.

A fine mix is favoured to
d e fl a s k i n t o , a n d T h e
O r c h i d Z o n e u s e a m i x o f
fine bark, scor ia . Oasis ,
and polystyrene beads.
This is free draining but at
t h e s a m e t i m e h o l d
sufficient moisture evenly
and it is relatively stable.
H u m i d i t y i s fi n e l y
controlled and a watering
regime is carried out with
military precision every
eight days throughout the
year, regardless of external
conditions. Watering and
feeding is heavy.

G r o w t h r a t e i s
p rod ig ious . Deflasked
seedlings are planted out
into trays and placed under
l i g h t s . A f t e r 3 m o n t h s
potting on into 2 inch tubes

takes place followed after a
f u r t h e r 3 m o n t h s w i t h a
move on into 3 inch pots,
then 3 months la te r i n to 4
inch pots where they are
e x p e c t e d t o fl o w e r .
S e l e c t i o n o f t h e b e s t
growing plants is always
rigorous and culls are
disposed of so that only the
best is bred on for vigour of
growth as well as quality of
fl o w e r .

Emphasis is on heavy
feeding, that is regularly
after every watering, year
round at cymbidium strength
p r o p o r t i o n s . H e a v y
feeding to get results. You
do not get All Blacks by
feeding them wheat germ,
they require solid meals.
Whatever you are growing,
you will not get maximum
results if you do not feed to
capacity. This therefore is
t h e s e c o n d l e s s o n i n
growing paphiopedilums.
The third is a need to have
them growing in a medium
to enable you to feed them.

I n m y o w n g r o w i n g
s i tua t i on I pe rsona l l y
believe bark is a poor
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Paphiopfdilum fairritanum
Grower: Roger Cooper



Paphiopedilum delanatii
Grower: Joyce Askin
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medium to use for paphs. I
s tar ted off growing in
straight bark and played
a r o u n d w i t h v a r i o u s

p a r a m e t e r s o f s i z e s ,
f eed ing and wa te r i ng
r o u t i n e s a n d f o u n d I w a s

just muddling through. My
results were fairly ordinary
and I began to think that if
I c o u l d n o t d o b e t t e r I
should give up. I was losing
far too many plants, and
g r o w t h r a t e w a s
unsatisfactory. Then after
d i s c u s s i o n w i t h o t h e r
growers I made a switch to
punga fern.

A t fi r s t I t r i ed a number
of systems to try and work
out the best, and trials on
seedling plants were made
wi th var ious mixes such as
fi n e b a r k w i t h f e r n fi b r e

thoroughly mixed, another
w i t h b a r k a t b o t t o m f o r

drainage and fern fibre for
the top two thirds of the
pot, another where I mixed
s c o r i a w i t h f e r n fi b r e . A
n u m b e r o f d i f f e r e n t
comb ina t i on o f m i xes we re
tried. At this stage I have
s e t t l e d o n a m i x t u r e o f

punga and scoria, both
sieved to be dust free, in
the rat io of 5:1. I f the fine
dust is left in the punga
t h e n t h e r e i s a r i s k t h a t
over watering will result in
a check in root growth. I
came to the conclusion that
the fine dust has a tendency
to seal up the ends of roots
and stop them growing.
Top growth often appears
g o o d u n d e r t h e s e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s b u t a n

inspection of roots often

revea l s sho r t s t umpy
growth.

Paphiopedilum orchids
appear to be Izizy growing
plants. They do not need to
have a big root system to
get sufficient nutrients or
m o i s t u r e b e c a u s e t h e
punga being fine retains
m o i s t u r e m u c h b e t t e r t h a n
b a r k d o e s . I t i s b e t t e r t o
aim for a good root system
for opt imum results so I
s i e v e o u t t h e fi n e s f r o m

punga before use and now
get good root and top
growth. If you decide to
make a change, proceed
w i t h c a u t i o n t o t e a t o u t
y o u r o w n g r o w i n g
condi t ions. Everyone's
conditions differ and you
n e e d t o s e e k o u t w h a t i s
best for your situation.

It is suggested that a fine
mix using punga will give
good resul ts. My own
experience is that I have
halved the growing time to
flowering, and the quality
of flowering is better.

T h e f o u r t h g r o w i n g
lesson is that quite high
light levels are required,
exploding another myth.
Part icular ly i f growing
plants closely you can
afford to have high light,
but with plenty of fresh air.
I h a v e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a
n u m b e r o f c o m m e r c i a l

growers of standard paphs
for cut flowers. Many of
these have large collections
of plants and being in
business they need to
ensure best possible growth

and flowering with good
stem length. Stem length
has in the past been linked
with light levels. Low for
long stems and high for
short. Over the past two or
three years we have trialed
different feeding systems
and feed concen t ra t i ons to

prove that good stem
l e n g t h c o m e s f r o m
optimum nutrition rather
than a light factor. It was
f o u n d t h a t i t w a s t h e
amount of nitrogen that
was available to the plant at
the time of spike initiation
that was the key factor.
Too much nitrogen at this
stage put the emphasis on
vegetative growth rather
than flower production and
stem length. A change was
made from a year round
feeding regime to one that
stopped feeding totally
d u r i n g t h e m o n t h s o f
January and February with
outstanding good results.

This space is avaUcMe
t o a d v e r t i s e y o u r
product and reach New
Z e a l a n d * s o r c h i d

growing Jrutemity,
C O N T A C T
Advertiamg

G o - o r d i n a t o r
16 Bowen St ree t

W a i u k u

P H O N E
0 - 9 - 2 3 5 7 1 3 3

F A X
0-9-235 9125
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Blc. (Waikiki Gold x Amber Glow)
G r o w e r : T u d o r O r c h i d s
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Cdminiiiiicatiiig with your iPtilei^S

CATTLEYAS are epiphytic plants, often perched high up in the air seeking light,they use their root systems to collect moisture and store it in the psuedobulbs for
sustenance in times of drought. When we remove these plants from their environment
and stuff their roots into a pot we must provide a stable environment with adequate
water and minerals. The roots are still aerial roots requiring a steady supply of air.
Oxygen is a waste product of photosynthesis. The plant takes in carbon dioxide from
the air and gives off oxygen. The orchids need your by product and we need theirs.

Overwatering is not too
much water; it is too little
air. When the potting mix
retains too much water that
d o e s n o t d r a i n o r b e c o m e
absorbed by the roots it fills
up all the spaces in the mix
and prevents the roots
breathing properly. Size of
the potting container is
important. The larger the
pot the less frequently
water is required, simply
b e c a u s e i t c a n h o l d m o r e
wa te r no t necessar i l y
because the plant uses less.
R o o t s a r e a p t t o r o t
because the plant probably
does not have enough roots
to u t i l i ze t he excess wa te r
and the roo ts d rown.

W h e n n e w g r o w t h s
begin to develop and roots
are not iceab ly ac t ive ,
increase water ing and
feeding. When growths are
fully formed and flower
s h e a t h s h a v e f o r m e d ,
decrease \yatering a little,
decrease the nitrogen in
your fertilizer and increase
phosphate and potassium
levels to strengthen roots
a n d fl o w e r s . T h i s i s n o t

always simple as many

Cattleya collections contain
h y b r i d s w h i c h h a v e
variable flowering seasons.

As you get to know your
plants you can group them
into flowering sections.
Y o u c a n u s e t h e

psuedobulbs as indicators
of heal th . In seedl ing
deve lopment you can
generally expect a size
increase . as each bulb
d e v e l o p s . I f s u c h
development is not evident
it is usually a sign that all is
n o t w e l l i n t h e r o o t

department. If the front
bulb is shrivelled or ridged
the roots w i l l be e i ther too
wet or too dry.

If the plant has been
excessively dry the leaves
w i l l b e c o m e s o f t a n d
w r i n k l e d . R e m o v e s o m e o f
the top bark and look for
signs of white mould which

• t e n d s t o c o v e r t h e b a r k

p a r t i c l e s , p r e v e n t i n g
moisture adhering to the
bark. Remove the plant,
expose the roots to air and
light for a day and then
repot. If the front bulb is
shrivelled and the roots soft

and mossy green, chances
are the majority of the
roots are rot ten. Pot in to a
new mix using a smaller
pot, keep on the dry side,
misting occasionally to
s t i m u l a t e t h e d o r m a n t

growth eyes and root
development. Wait until
the pot is full of roots then
pot on into a container big
enough for another year's
growth.

Observe root growth
always. If the green tips are
in active growth but not
longer than 1 centimetre
try more humidity a little
more heat and maybe a
little more light. If the new
r o o t h a s t h i c k a n d t h i n

segments your cultivation
is not consistent. Try more
moisture in the atmosphere
and less in the pot. If the
green tip of the root stops
growing when it touches
the top of the compost it is
probable the compost is too
acid. If the growing roots
s h o w a n i n c l i n a t i o n t o
a d h e r e t o t h e s i d e o f t h e
p o t , i f i t i s n o t t o o
inconvenient encourage it.

continued on page 24
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A note on the use of urea as a liquid feed
for orchids in bark

Urea is an excellent and economical nitrogen fertiliser for use in soil, and soilcontaining mixes, but its value as a liquid feed for orchids growing in fresh bark
mixes is more limited. I use the term fresh bark to distinguish what we orchidists use
from the pulverised and composted bark media used as an alternative to peat media. In
soil, and indeed in bark, the urea is rapidly turned to ammonium by the enzyme
urease, which is widely present in micro organisms including those which break down
bark giving it the recognised high N requirement. In soil other micro organisms carry
out the process of nitrification, converting the ammonium to nitrate, but these are not
present in fresh bark, although by the time you are needing to repot, some may have
d r i f t e d i n .

Thus in fresh bark, urea
supplies ammonium, but
l i t t l e o r n o n i t r a t e . M o s t

plants roots, and I assume
this would include orchids,
prefer to take up nitrate, as
w h e n a n a m m o n i u m i o n i s
taken up, the root excretes
a hydrogen ion, and when
this occurs many times
very acid conditions are
created at the root surface,
w h i c h i s g e n e r a l l y
unsatisfactory.

So, if urea is supplied as
the only N source, whilst
t h e m i c r o o r g a n i s m s
breaking down the bark get
the N they need, the
orchids may get very little.
Fur thermore, the h igh
c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f
a m m o n i u m i o n s i n t h e
s o l u t i o n o n t h e b a r k w i l l
ultimately tend to displace
other cations, ie Calcium,
Potassium, Magnesium

Iron, etc, from the bark, so
that they wash out of the
pot and are lost to the
orch ids .

Y o u w i l l s e e t h a t t h e
proportions you apply, and
what the orchids get, may
be very different. A general
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n I h a v e
seen in Orchid Seedling
Care, by Bob Gordon, is
tha t t he ra t i o o f n i t r a te t o
a m m o n i u m i n o r c h i d

liquid feeds should not fall
below 3:1 in low light
conditions, although 2:1 is
said to be satisfactory in
s u m m e r . T h a t a u t h o r
suggests that urea N in
o r c h i d f e e d s s h o u l d b e

ignored in assessing the N
c o n t e n t o f t h e f e e d .
However, I suggest that
u r e a N s h o u l d b e
c o n s i d e r e d a s a m m o n i u m
w h e n u s e d i n f r e s h b a r k
m i x e s .

I bring these points to
your attention as I note
that one general garden
l i q u i d f e e d a v a i l a b l e
contains 27% N, of which
2 1 % i s s t a t e d t o b e u r e a .
Whilst I see no reason why
i t s h o u l d n o t b e e x c e l l e n t
for garden use, I would
have reserva t ions about i t s

repeated use on fresh bark
mixes . I mean no c r i t i c i sm
of this preparation, as the
m a n u f a c t u r e r s s t a t e t h e
urea content, which the law
does not require them to
do, but which is important
to orchid growers using
bark. It might be necessary
t o c h e c k w i t h
m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f o t h e r

products the proportions of
nitrate, ammonium and
urea in their preparations.

■ <

D. E. S. Wood B.Sc.(Hon() PhD
Manawatu Orchid Society
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" W A I R A R A P A N E W S "

The Wairarapa Orchid
C i r c l e h e l d i t s A n n u a l
Show in the McGregor
H a l l , M a s t e r t o n o v e r
Saturday and Sunday of
L a b o u r W e e k e n d i n t h e
u s u a l w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t

p a r t i c u l a r w e e k e n d .
However, the inside of the
hall was a riot of eye
catching orchids with the
c o m b i n e d c o l o u r f u l

displays of both growers
a n d o u r c o m m e r c i a l
v i s i t o rs .

We are always amazed
a n d d e l i g h t e d a t t h e
numerous plants that do
arr ive in such perfect
condition even allowing for
t h o s e t h a t s e e m t o fi n i s h

'just before' or open 'just
a f t e r ' a s w e a l l k n o w .
There was a very warm
happy atmosphere in the
h a l l a l l w e e k e n d w i t h t h e

general public being very
respons i ve by ask ing
questions and more than a
few plants finding new
h o m e s .

We hope they will follow
up by becoming members
and learning how to care
f o r t h e i r n e w i n t e r e s t . T h e

commercial growers Syd
Wr a y, N o r m a n d D o t
Porter, John Scott and
Trevor Nicholl provided us
all with interesting and
tempting "goodies" and
many plastic bags were
popped into corners to be
added to from time to time.

The pre-show cries of
" n o r o o m " s e e m e d t o b e

forgotten in the joy of
finding just one more little
treasure to try. John Scott
provided us with more than
plants with his story of
l o s i n g t h e M a n a w a t u
Gorge and finding the
S a d d l e R o a d t o W o o d v i l l e
i n s t e a d ! A t l e a s t h e n o w
knows there is something
below the Bombay Hills.

A very enjoyable pot
l u c k t e a w a s h e l d o n t h e

Saturday night with the
usual fare to make anyone
forget their diet. Four
trophies were awarded
during the Show to the
following members:
Paphiopedilum Hirsutissimum
t o I . a n d M . W i l l i a m s .

Wairarapa Show — October 1992
Photo: Mrs J. Robinson
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Caltleya Alliance — Mem.
Dorothy Worden to O. &
A . H e n s o n .

Cymbidium — (Doris Aurea
' C a r d i n a l ' x d e v . H o t

Chocolate) to N. Mooney.
Dendrobium — (Barnard x
speciosum) to Mavis Ross.

None of this is possible
without the co-operation of
a l l t h e m e m b e r s a n d t h e
committee headed by our
able president Mavis Ross.
I f o r o n e w o u l d n o t m i s s
the organised chaos and
good humour associated
with the setting up and
pulling down of the Show.

T h e p l e a s u r e i n
welcoming orchid people
(they are rather special
aren't they) from Kapiti
a n d D a n n e v i r k e a n d t h e
good company o f our
b i l l e t s N o r m a n d D o t a l l
m a d e i t a w e l l w o r t h w h i l e
w e e k e n d .

N o n - g r o w e r s
w e l c o m e I n t o

O r c h i d S o c i e t y
The Da rgav i l l e and

Districts Orchid Society

was formed last night.
(29th September 1992).

C o n v e n e d b y M r s
Colleen Heuvel, the well
attended public meeting
was addressed by a grower
from Whangarei Mr Syd
Wray, of the New Zealand
Orchid Council who is very
involved in the develop
m e n t o f D e n d r o b i u m
o r c h i d s .

The subscription was set
at $10 per person or $12 a
c o u p l e a n d t h e n e x t
meeting will be on Tuesday
October 27th at 7.30 pm in
t h e O l d F o l k s R o o m s .

" N o n - g r o w e r s a r e
w e l c o m e , " s a i d M r s
Heuvel, adding that the
aims of the c lub are socia l
a s w e l l a s e d u c a t i o n a l .
There will be opportunities
for people to learn about
the culture of various types
of orchids, how they are
natned and the techniques
for repotting.

F o r t h e fi r s t s i x m o n t h s
the Society will operate
u n d e r a w o r k i n g
c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e n m e e t
t o d i s c u s s t h e f o r m a l
acceptance of this branch
b y t h e N e w Z e a l a n d
O r c h i d C o u n c i l .

The following committee
was elected:
President. Colleen Heuvel;
Secretary, Cathy Howarth;
T r e a s u r e r , J o y
Wedgwood; Committee:
B e t t y M a s o n , A l a n
Morgan and Mrs Van Der
Ve l d e n .

" L e t t e r

t o t h e E d i t o r "

S i r .

Other readers may have
been as puzzled as I was by
the statement (p. 191 top
para) that the genus phaius
gets its name from the
Greek adjective oaios, and
w o n d e r e d h o w ' o ' t u r n s
into 'ph'. The truth is of
c o u r s e t h a t s o m e o n e
m i s r e a d t h e G r e e k l e t t e r

'phi' (0) as an '0'; the
Greek adjective is phaios,
so there is no problem as to
how the genus came to get
i t s name .

Yours sincerely

Patrick Lacey

B A D G E R S AT C O F F S
b y H e a t h e r C r o f s k e y

^ I IREE hopeful collectors arrived in Sydney enroute to Cof'fs Harbour with very
heavy hand luggage. It was the first time our orchid badge collection had been out

of New Zealand. The badges were stacked on twelve hinged trays inside an aluminium
camera case which travelled in the overhead locker above my husband's head. Both
arrived unscathed at Sydney airport.
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Sunday, our first full day
s o o f f w e w e n t c o l l e c t i o n
and swaps in tow, heading
f o r t h e m u s e u m u n d e r

ground railway station.
This proved to be our lucky
day for we were presented
w i t h f r e e p a s s e s ,
compliments of Aussie
Rail. The show was a small
but well organised one with
some very fine p lants
displayed and the fragrance
c o u l d b e d e t e c t e d o u t s i d e
t h e h a l l . Wo n d e r f u l ! S o m e
important badge trans
a c t i o n s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t

during the excellent and
cheap morn ing tea o f
y u m m y h o m e - b a k e d
delights (the entire work of
one very talented woman
f o r t h e d u r a t i o n o f t h e i r

show). A most satisfying
day.

Monday, according to
advance Aussie publicity,
was show day for the
P a r a m a t t a a n d D i s t r i c t s o
off we went again, together
w i t h o u r n e w f r i e n d s f r o m

Kapiti Orchid Society Inc.,
heading to the venue
through the huge and
inviting shopping complex
a sign was spied informing
us the show was in fact still
two days away! The short
comings of the publicity
c o m m i t t e e w e r e d i s c u s s e d
briefly before we made use
o f o u r f r e e t i m e i n t h e

shops. No badge business
today!

Making the most of our
free pass we travelled over
the Harbour Bridge to the
N o r t h S i d e t h e n h a i l e d a

cab to take us back through
t h e n e w 2 . 7 k m h a r b o u r
tunnel which had opened
the Saturday before. A
second opportunity came
the following morning at
the beginning of our 9'A
hours Greyhound bus
journey to Coffs.

Three weary, morning
a n d a f t e r n o o n t e a - l e s s
badgers finally arrived at
o u r v e r y c o m f o r t a b l e
q u a r t e r s i n t h e l a t e
afternoon. Immediately we
learn of the badgers dinner
set down for 7 pm across
t h e r o a d a t t h e l o c a l R S L
club. We perk ourselves up
and arrive. Effortlessly old
and new friends spend the
evening happily catching
up on the 'latest issues',
in format ion, who wi l l be
w h e r e a n d w h e n a n d m o s t

importantly fixing times to
view the swap badges.
A f t e r t h e d i n n e r s e v e r a l
m e m b e r s w o u l d b e

returning to their jobs
some 400 kilometres away
a n d u n a b l e t o r e t u r n u n t i l
t h e w e e k e n d . W e w e r e t o
g ive pr ior i ty swapping
oppor tun i t ies to these
u n f o r t u n a t e f e l l a s .

Dominant at the badge
corner and imaginatively
d i s p l a y e d w e r e t w o
collections the property of
the two un fo r tuna te fe l l as .

A good number of large
col lect ions were to be seen

dur ing the conference
essentially to help confirm
last minute badge oddities
etc. before sending our
very first internat ional

o r c h i d b a d g e c l u b ' s
catalogue to the printers.
A n o n e r o u s t a s k b u t
s a t i s f a c t i o n i m m i n e n t I ' m
sure. It's always interesting
to see how fellow badgers
h a v e t a c k l e d t h e t a s k o f
mounting their collections,
making them easily trans
portable, as lightweight as
possible and importantly
viewable to all and sundry
without compromising the
security of the collections.
We deemed CofTs a huge
s u c c e s s p u s h i n g o u r
collection past 700 and
making our hand luggage
for Scotland just that little
b i t h e a v i e r !

P.S. We enjoyed the rest of
the show too.

N.I. rep N.Z.
The Orchid Badge Club
International (T.O.B.C.I.)
45 Milan Rd, Papatoetoe,
Auck land . Ph 0 -9-277 6616

TAis space is available
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product and reach New
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November Execut ive Commit tee Meet ing

A meeting of the Executive Committee was held in Auckland on Sunday 1st
November 1992 and the following is a summary of the items discussed.

V I D E O
C O M P E T I T I O N

A reminder is given to
society members that the
Video Competition entries
close with Aileen Feist, 25
Seddon Street, Te Puke on
31st January 1993.

Application forms have
been sent to all societies.

Th i s compe t i t i on i s
b e i n g o r g a n i s e d t o
s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t i n
soc ie t ies and prov ide
mater ial for a New Zealand
based v ideo fi lm.

P R I Z E : A m y s t e r y
w e e k e n d f o r t w o w i t h i n
New Zealand by one of the
N a t i o n a l A i r l i n e s . T h e
w i n n e r w i l l b e a n n o u n c e d
i n M a r c h 1 9 9 3 .

Note: In my haste to get the
December magazine out, I
overlooked including the notice
c o n c e r n i n g t h e v i d e o
competiton. My apologies to all
concerned.

S P E A K E R ' S F U N D
C l i v e H a l l s f r o m

Australia has agreed to
speak to societies around
Ju l y /Augus t 1993 . An

itinerary is being prepared
for h im to v is i t societ ies in
the Central Region. Clive
has spoken to several
societies on previous trips
t o N e w Z e a l a n d .

H e i s a n e x c e l l e n t

speaker and his talks are of
interest to beginners as well
as to the more experienced
g r o w e r .

T h e N o r t h S h o r e O r c h i d
Society is sponsoring Clive
O s s i a n f r o m t h e U n i t e d
States of America to talk at
their 20th Anniversary
Show in September 1993.
W i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f a

grant from the Speaker's
Fund this speaker will talk
t o o t h e r s o c i e t i e s a r o u n d
N e w Z e a l a n d .

I n a d d i t i o n t h e N o r t h
Shore Orchid Society is
bringing a top Australian
Sarcochi lus breeder to New
Zealand and it is hoped
he /she w i l l be ava i l ab l e t o
t a l k t o s o c i e t i e s w i t h i n a
s h s o r i r a d i u s o f A u c k l a n d .

J O B D E S C R I P T I O N
M A N U A L
The Council is now putting
the final touches to a Job
D e s c r i p t i o n M a n u a l ,

which wi l l be d is t r ibuted to
all societies early in the new
year. This publication will
c o n t a i n r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l
tha t can be used , o r
modified, by societies.

We believe that the Job
Description will help new
s e c r e t a r i e s e t c u n d e r s t a n d
what the job entails before
accepting the position.
Many society members are
r e l u c t a n t t o t a k e o n a
position because they do
not know what is required.
Hopefully, this publication
w i l l e n c o u r a g e m o r e
members to participate and
enjoy society activities.

It was disappointing to
hear tha t the New Zea land
O r c h i d S o c i e t y h a v e
d i s c o n t i n u e d w i t h t h e
magazine as part of their
subscription. However, it
is hoped that we will be
a b l e t o e n c o u r a g e
ind iv idua l members to take
ou t subsc r i t i ons .

The North Shore Society
was taking a vote on the
day o f t he Execu t i ve
Committee meeting as to
w h e t h e r t h e y s h o u l d
c o n t i n u e t o i n c l u d e
Orch ids in New Zea land in
their subscription.
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N O T E : I t i s u n d e r t o o d
t h a t t h e N o r t h S h o r e
m e m b e r s v o t e d t o r e t a i n
the magaz ine in the i r
Society 's subscr ipt ion.
(Very good news for the
f u t u r e o f O r c h i d s i n N e w

Zealand.)

C O N Z E D
S o c i e t i e s a r e r e m i n d e d

that CONZED no longer
ex is ts — Our o f f i c ia l name
i s n o w O R C H I D

C O U N C I L O F N E W
Z E A L A N D I N C . A l l
r e f e r e n c e s t o C O N Z E D
should be deleted.

T h i s m e a n s t h a t
d o n a t i o n s t o t h e C o l o u r
Fund for the magazine are
n o w t a x d e d u c t i b l e . A f u l l

report on the Charitable
S t a t u s o f O . C . N . Z . w i l l
appear in a future issue of
O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d .

I N C O R P O R A T E D
S O C I E T I E S

A reminder is given that
all Incorporated Societies
need to send a copy of their
A n n u a l B a l a n c e S h e e t t o
the Registrar each year.
This is a legal requirement.

WINNER OF
SOCIETY QUIZ

The response was very
disappointing in that only
1 4 o f t h e 4 1 s o c i e t i e s
bothered to reply to the
simply question posed in
the last E.G. report.

However, we are pleased
t o a n n o u n c e t h a t t h e
St ra t fo rd Soc ie ty was
d r a w n t h e w i n n e r a n d t h i s
c l u b w i l l r e c e i v e o r c h i d

plants to the value of $50
kindly donated by Anne
Marie Orchids. Perhaps
this proves the point that
no t a l l soc ie t ies read the i r

correspondence.

The next meeting of the
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e w i l l

b e h e l d i n B u l l s o n
Saturday 13th February
1 9 9 3 . ■<

H. Bayram
Publicity Officer

C H A R I T A B L E
S T A T U S

T h e O r c h i d C o u n c i l o f
New Zealand Inc. has been
granted Charitable Status.
T h e I n c o m e Ta x A c t 1 9 7 6
provides for a rebate from
Income Tax purposes on
donat ions of $5.00 or more
made by an individual tax
payer to the Organisation.

JUDGING
It has been agreed that

t h e N e l s o n a n d D u n e d i n
Judging Groups will be
m a d e S u p p l e m e n t a l
R e g i o n s a s f r o m 1
February 1993. Two Sub-
N a t i o n a l S e m i n a r s w i l l b e
held in 1993, one in the
N o r t h o f t h e S o u t h I s l a n d
and the o ther in Auck land.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 1993
D A T E S O C I E T Y

April 3/4 B A Y O F P L E N T Y

Aug 27 W A R K W O R T H

Sept 4/5 H O W I C K

Sept lo/n 2 n d S O U T H I S L A N D

Scpi 25/26 T A U P O

O c t 1 / 3 T A R A N A K I

V E N U E . A D D R E S S

Te Puke Memorial Hall, jellicoe Street, Tc Puke
W a r k w o r t h T o w n H a l l

A l l Sa in t s Church Ha i l . Cook S t ree t , HOWICK

Cames Gumming Wing, Arclwick Street, GORE

St Joseph's Hall, Devon St West, NEW PLYMOUTH
All societies are offered the free listing of their current year's show dates.
Please ensure accurate and full information is forwarded if this listing is to be of

m a x i m u m u s e .
Details must be received by the Editor as follows to guarantee inclusion in the

issue noted; -
I S S U E R E Q U I R E D B Y I S S U E R E Q U I R E D B Y
M a r c h / A p r i l 1 F e b r u a r y S e p t / O c t o b e r 1 A u g u s t
M a y / J u n e I A p r i l N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r 1 O c t o b e r
July/August 1 June
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Ep idendrum d i f fo rme
This Interesting species, grown by Jeff and Margaret
Anderson of Wellington is not commonly grown, at
least in the Wellington region, despite the fact that it
is natura l ly wide ly d is t r ibuted through F lor ida,
M e x i c o , C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , t h e W e s t I n d i e s , a n d
northern South America. Often described as highly
variable, i t has recently been suggested that i t
comprises a complex of some 100 different species. It
has been known to European growers since it was
described by N. J. Jacquin in 1790. Flowering mostly
in the autumn, but also throughout the year, the often
fragrant flowers are approximately 30 mm across.


