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H E R E A N D T H E R E

T^HE last two issues have been produced under pressure, because of my recent
overseas travels. I must thank our President for his assistance during this period

as Acting Editor, and also Bill Deed and his staff for the extra work they put in to the
production of the last issues. If I keep it up 1 may make myself redundant!

A trip overseas always
adds to one's perspective of
life, places and people,
T h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t
there are a lot of problems
in th is country, but i t
qu ick ly becomes very
apparent that most of the
c o u n t r i e s v i s i t e d a l s o h a v e

their fair share of problems
— a n d e v e n i n s o m e c a s e s

make this country appear
like paradise.

W e a r e u s e d t o w i d e

open spaces and few
people. The congestion of
people in places like Hong
Kong and London is one
picture that remains in
o n e ' s m e m o r y . T h e
competition for places of
work and play and living
m a k e o n e r e a l i s e w h a t
benefits we have f rom such
an upopulated country.
The density oi" road traffic
is also an experience —
imagine over two hours
each way to and from
w o r k , a n d t h a t i s f o r t h e

e d i t o r i a l

lucky ones in Los Angeles.
I am told the average speed
on the Los Angeles freeway
is currently 30 mph, and in
5 years is forecast to be 5
mph! That surely makes
e v e n t h e A u c k l a n d

motorway during the rush
hour a quiet Sunday drive.

T h e r e t a i l e r s i n t h i s
country are experiencing
difficulties, but imagine
187 shops in one shopping
centre all having a sale —
for months. Just imagine
t h e c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m
virtually every shop in
Oxford Street having a sale
— some shops were even
discounting their already
heavily reduced sale prices.
Great for the shopper, but
not so good for the owners
of those concerns.

W e m a y
e c o n o m i c
s i t u a t i o n i n

n o t l i k e t h e
o r p o l i t i c a l

c o u n t r y .t h i s
but still it's a great place to
l i v e . ^

^ a / / c u / i
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STofi^ ^5,^.22— ^3,6,92

It is with deep regret that
we mourn the passing of
Bert Topp.

O n r e t i r e m e n t i n 1 9 7 8
B e r t s t a r t e d g r o w i n g
orchids as a hobby and his
interest soon grew and in a
short time he built two 16 x
10 glasshouses. He then set
up a small orchid business
k n o w n a s " R e d O a k
Orchids". He joined the
Wellington Orchid Society
i n 1 9 7 8 . I n 1 9 8 0 h e w a s
c h a i r m a n o f t h e s h o w
commi t tee fo r t he 1s t N .Z .
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d
Show. He was responsible
f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g t w o
displays to Auckland. He
later joined the Hutt Valley
O r c h i d C i r c l e w h e r e h e

played an active roll in
Society activities. He was
pres iden t o f the Hu t t
Valley Orchid Circle from
1 9 8 5 u n t i l h i s s h i f t t o

G i s b o r n e i n 1 9 8 8 . H e w a s
also the vice president of
t h e H u t t V a l l e y
Horticulture Society. In
1 9 8 5 h e w a s o n t h e
management committee
f o r t h e 2 n d N . Z .
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S h o w / C o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n

We l l i n g t o n . B e r t w a s
responsible for hospitality,
t o u r s a n d a c c o m m o d a t i o n .

H e h a d b e e n a m e m b e r

of the Poverty Bay East
Coast Orchid Society for
many years prior to his
s h i f t t o G i s b o r n e . B e r t

jo ined in most o f the
activities of the Society and
was always on hand to put
up displays at shows. In

1 9 8 5 h i s D e n d r o b i u m
ihrysi j lorum (i l lustrated
b e l o w ) r e c e i v e d a
C C C / O C N Z a w a r d . A t
t h e 1 9 9 0 1 3 t h W o r l d
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n
A u c k l a n d t h e ' To p p
Display' received a 1st
placing.

His great love was for
Cymbidiums and Australian
N a t i v e D e n d r o b i u m s . H i s
collection still comprises
s o m e m a g n i fi c e n t
specimens of Cymbidium

s p e c i e s a n d p r i m a r y
hybrids.

Bert's next great love
was meeting people and
talking endlessly about
o r c h i d s a n d e n j o y e d
attending orchid shows. In
1 9 8 8 h e w a s m a d e a l i f e
member of the Hutt Valley
Orchid Society.

We extend our deepest
sympathy to Helen and her
family. Bert's memory will
live on in Sic. Bert Topp
(C. Chocolate Drop x Sic.
Hamana Best).

Dendrobium thyrsiflomm
Growtr: E. B. and H. C. Topp
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This month's feature: Orchid Journal reprint

O r c h i d s —
what they are and how to use them

by Alex D. Hawkes

The word "orchid" always evokes, in the mind's eye of the average person, visions
of strange and wonderful flowers, hanging in lush festoons from mouldering trees in
dank and dark tropical jungles. Flowers for which one must pay some fabulous price,
and which were snatched from their tropical home by some intrepid explorer at the risk
of life and limb, In actuality, these statements are only partially true. Orchids, of which
there are an estimated 20,000 different species—making them the largest family of
flowering plants—though indeed strange and wonderful flowers, do not grow
exclusively in the tropical regions of the world, nor particularly in hot dark jungles. In
a book one of our authorities on the subject, Dr Donovan S. Correll, has listed 170
different species and varieties oi" orchids from continental North America, New Zealand
has some 100 different species. Editor. Noi th of Mexico; here in California some 23 kinds
grow wild, and in Florida 87 are known to occur, many of them of striking beauty and
exotic formation. Alaska has its quota of orchidaceous plants, as do virtually all the
other countries of the M'orld, even the scorched deserts of Africa and Australia, and the
frigid meadows of Patagonia.
New Zealand has some 100 dif event species. Editor

The vast majority of
these intr iguing plants
grow in the warmer regions
o f t h e g l o b e , w i t h
t r e m e n d o u s n u m b e r s
inhabiting such countries
as New Guinea (where
t h e r e a r e m o r e d i f f e r e n t

types than anywhere else),
B raz i l , Co lomb ia , Cos ta
Rica, Java, Borneo, and
the Himalayas of India,
t h e r e t h e y a r e
predominantly air-plants,
o r ep iphy tes , g row ing
perched on t rees and
shrubs, particularly at the
higher elevations. Though
often erroneously called
parasites, these highly
specialised plants are never
parasitic in their mode of
growth, since they derive
n o n e o f t h e i r n o u r i s h m e n t

Dend. biggibum var. compactum
P h o t o : F . Z i m b u h l
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from the tree on which they
live. They are merely a
strange sort of "guest",
obtaining only their place
of support from the host
branch or trunk; their life-
sustenance comes f rom the
m i n e r a l s a n d m o i s t u r e
furnished by the rain and
nightly dews, and from any
tiny bits or detritus, such as
falling leaves or dislodged
bark which happens to fall
a r o u n d t h e i r t h i c k -
absorbent roots. Many
orchids grow as well on
b a r e r o c k s o r c l i f f s , t o
which they cling with an
amazing tenacity; this is
certainly proof that they
could not possib ly be
p a r a s i t e s , f o r t h e s e
inhospitable homes offer
them very little in the way
of food mate r ia l s .

Some orchids, including
a l m o s t a l l t h o s e n a t i v e t o

this country, grow in the
ground, exacdy in the
manner of ordinary plants,
deriving their nourishment
f r o m t h e m i n e r a l s a n d
w a t e r f o u n d i n t h e s o i l . A
t h i r d c a t e g o r y , t h e
saprophytes, live a peculiar
s o r t o f e x i s t e n c e o n d e a d
and decaying animal or
vegetable matter; these are
f e w i n n u m b e r a n d r e a c h
their greatest development
in the tropics.

Orchids, in addit ion to
being the most numerous,
in number of kinds, of all
flowering plant groups, are
also generally conceded to
be the most highly evolved
a n d m o s t c o m p l e x ,
structurally speaking. The

vegetative parts — the
roots, stems, and leaves —
are not only exceedingly
complicated organs, but
are specially adapted to
w i t h s t a n d e x r e r a e s o f

drought and heat. Many of
the species, in their native
haunts, grow fully exposed
t o t o r r e n t i a l r a i n s a n d t h e
full strength of a blazing
tropical sun; during the dry
season they may receive
little or no rain of any sort,
and are constantly baked
b y t h e e v e n m o r e
desiccating sun. Many of
them, when accidentally

dislodged from their aerial
perch on a tree, upon
falling to the ground adapt
t h e m s e l v e s t o a t r u e
terrestrial mode of growth;
as such t imes, even the
b a s i c e x t e r n a l s t r u c t u r e o f
the roots may change
radically, to facilitate the
p l a n t ' s a d a p t a t i o n t o
e x i s t e n c e i n i t s n e w
e n v i r o n m e n t . O r c h i d r o o t s
are characteristically very
fleshy white structures, the
i n t e r n a l w a t e r - a n d f o o d -

conducting vessels being
surrounded by a spongy
tissue which greatly aids in

t f t j

Bulbophyllum TuthschUdianum
Photo : Dav id iMcnz ics
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Ascoglossum calopttrum
P h o t o : D a v i d M c n z i c s

absorption. The stems of
m a n y o r c h i d s a r e
v a r i o u s l y s w o l l e n o r
enlarged to form bulb-like
organs called pseudobulbs,
w h i c h a r e fi l l e d w i t h a

p o r o u s , w a t e r - s t o r i n g
fl e s h . T h e f o l i a g e i s
typiczilly rather fleshy and
not particularly abundant,
arid also aids in the storage
o f m o i s t u r e .

I t is in the flowers,
however, that the orchids
e x h i b i t t h e i r g r e a t e s t
degree of development and
specialisation. Each flower
typically consists of three
sepals, three petals, and the
customary stamens, pistil,
and carpels. The sepals and
petals form the showy part
o f t h e b l o s s o m s i t u a t e d
around the sexual parts;
o n e o f t h e p e t a l s i s
generally greatly enlarged
a n d o f a d i f f e r e n t c o l o u r o r

c o m b i n a t i o n o r c o l o u r s
than the other floral-parts.
This is termed the lip or
labellum of the flower, and
is typically its most showy
portion. The stamens and
pistil are not separate, as
they are in a flower like a
lily or a poppy, but rather
are fused into a complex
fleshy finger-like structure,
t e r m e d t h e c o l u m n o r
gynostemium. It is this
column by which orchids
are easily distinguished
from .all other plants (a
somewhat similar organ
o c c u r s i n t h e M i l k w e e d
family, but it is not of the
ext remely compl icated
f o r m e n c o u n t e r e d i n t h e
orchids).

O r c h i d fl o w e r s a r e
produced in all the colours
o f t h e r a i n b o w. G r e e n a n d
brown are perhaps the
most frequent, as regards
largest number of kinds,
though white, yellow, blue,
lilac and every possible
combination of every other
h u e i s k n o w n . B l a c k
orchids are rare, and are
generally tiny blossoms of a
most un-orchid shape from
the tropics. True pink is
perhaps the rarest colour in
t h e o r c h i d f a m i l y ,
occurring only in a few
handsome plants from
C e n t r a l A f r i c a a n d t h e
Himalayas. These flowers
v a r y i n s i z e f r o m

infinitestimally small (less
than a millimetre across) to
a l m o s t a f o o t i n d i a m e t e r.
They may be produced
singly, or in quantities of
up to several hundred per
spike. The plants occur in
all possible sizes, from less
than a quarter-inch (8 mm)
high to immense clumps
with pseudobulbs to almost
thirty feet (10 metres) long.

Commercially orchids
a r e o f i m p o r t a n c e ,
principally for their highly
v a l u e d fl o w e r s . F o u r
g e n e r a a n d t h e i r
i m m e d i a t e a l l i e s a r e
responsible for the vast
majority of all commercial
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orchids, though there are
s o m e w h a t m o r e t h a n 6 3 0
genera known to science! A
great many of these groups
are rare or seldom seen in
cultivation, and are often
o f i n t e r e s t o n l y t o a
c o n n o i s s e u r o r a b o t a n i s t .
M o s t c o m m e r c i a l o r c h i d s
these days are raised from
seed, a s low and rather
tedious process which takes
from three to twelve years
for the first production of
fl o w e r s . O r c h i d s e e d s a r e

e x t r e m e l y s m a l l ,
resembling a fine powdery
tan or brown dust, and are
produced by the millions in
each fat seed-capsule. They
m u s t b e s o w n u n d e r

r e l a t i v e l y s t e r i l e
conditions, on a solution of
agar jelly, in which various
minerals and organic foods
have been disolved. New
processes and techniques
a r e c o n s t a n t l y b e i n g
developed in this field, so
that now many people in
this country and abroad
spend most of their time
exclusively on the sowing
and early cultivation of
seed and seedlings. (IVritUn
before mericlone's became
generally available. Editor).

Orchid flower and plant
production is a several
m i l l i o n d o l l a r b u s i n e s s
a n n u a l l y . T h e m a j o r
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s d e v o t e d t o
cut flowers are located near
t h e l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n
cen t res . A lmos t a l l o r ch ids
in this country, (USA), due
t o o u r r e l a t i v e l y
inhospitable climate, must
be grown under glass; this,
and itj attendant expenses.

Myrmecophila tibicinis
P h o t o : D a v i d M c n z i c s

coupled with the basic high
price of the plants when
grown from seed, is the
principal reason for the
high values attached to
orch id flowers i n t he t r ade

today.
B e s i d e s t h e i r e x t e n s i v e

u s e a s c u t fl o w e r s f o r

corsage work, and their
increasing popularity in
flower arrangements and
a s i n c i d e n t a l o r n a m e n t s
in the home, orchids are of
c o n s i d e r a b l e v a l u e t o m a n
f r o m a n e c o n o m i c
viewpoint. Probably the
most impor tan t o f a l l
orchids in this respect is the
genus Vanilla, a sizeable

group of tropical vines of
the orchid family, the seed-
capsules of which, called
"beans" , fu rn ish us wi th
vanilla extract. Many other* types of orchids in the

tropics are used as food, in
t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f
baskets, hats, belts, etc., as
rel igious fet ishes, and
medicinally.

The co l lec t ion o f o rch ids
f rom the i r na t i ve haun ts i s
not as much practiced
nowadays as before, due to
(he greatly augmented
i n t e r e s t i n a r t i fi c a l l y
produced hybrids, which
n o w n u m b e r b e t w e e n
19.000 and 20,000 (now

D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 2 1 6 7



over 100,000, Editor). In
former times, however, the
gathering of orchids from
the wild was an important
p u r s u i t , p r o f e s s i o n a l
collectors being sent out by
the large European and
A m e r i c a n c o n c e r n s t o a l l
parts of the world, in
s e a r c h o f n e w a n d r a r e

types. Their experiences
contain a wealth of strange
and often terrifying tales —
encounters with cannibals,
s h i p w r e c k s , v o l c a n i c
eruptions, tropical storms,
and the no t i ncons ide rab le
d i f ficu l t i es o f ac tua l l y
finding and gathering the
plants. The slow means of
transport available in those
days often wreaked havoc
w i t h t h e p l a n t s , a n d
frequently entire shipments
arr ived in England or
France with not a single
specimen left alive.

Hund reds o f books have
been wr i t t en on the o rch id

family and its vagaries and
in t r icac ies , and today
many periodicals are being
published thoughout the
w o r l d i n h a l f a d o z e n

languages, designed to
keep the thousands of
enthusiasts up to date on
the latest happenings in the

o r c h i d w o r l d . I m m e n s e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r c h i d s h o w s
are given annually, both
here and abroad, drawing
thousands of visitors, and
containing exhibitions of
plants from all parts of the
globe.

Orchids are indeed Big
Business in our time, and
we believe that, despite

wars, A-bombs, H-bombs,
civil strife, and their allied
misch ie fs , people wi l l
always continue to grow
them, much as they have
for hundreds of years.

H o w t o u s e y o u r
O r c h i d s

Orchid flowers, when
used as a corsage, should
always be worn with the
s h o w y l i p p o i n t i n g
downward. Many an expert
on the subject has turned
bilious green with horror
upon encountering a fair

frilled Catll^a adorning his
l a d y - f r i e n d , w h o h a s
i n t e n t i o n a l l y o r
inadvertently placed the
labe l lum po in t ing up !
When purchased at your
florist's, they are generally
already arranged with
ribbons, etc., but you can
fix your own corsage with
l i t t l e t i m e a n d e v e n l e s s

expense, and more to your
ind i v idua l sa t i s fac t i on . The
c o l o u r o f t h e r i b b o n t o b e
used (if any is wished —
many people now wear
their orchids without any
ribbon at all, believing that
t h i s d e t r a c t s f r o m t h e i r

G a l e a n d r a h a t r m a n i i

P h o t o ; D a v i d M c n z i c s
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innate beauty) varies, of
course, with the colour of
the flower, but in general it
s h o u l d b e a s i m i l a r o r

subtly contrasting shade.
C a r e s h o u l d b e t a k e n ,
when tying the ribbons at
the base of the flower, not
to tie the knot too tightly,
for the stalks of orchids are
often annoyingly brittle.
For a longer life, the stalks
should be wrapped with
commercial florist's tape.
The flower will last longer
if a tiny section is cut ofT
the end of the stalk every
day with a sharp knife, and
if the flower is kept in water
when not being worn.
O r c h i d s w h i c h c o m e f r o m
the florist should be kept in
the refrigerator when not
in use, since they were
refrigerated while in his
hands , bu t t hose wh i ch
have been cut freshly from
friends' plants, etc., may
be set about the room, in a
v a s e o r o r n a m e n t a l
c o n t a i n e r .

Many of the spray type
of orchids are admirably
s u i t e d f o r u s e i n fl o w e r
arrangements in the home,
w h e n c o m b i n e d w i t h f e r n
or other foliage. The water
should be changed daily if
possible, for longer life.
Such groups as Cymbidium,
D e n d r o b i u m , O n c i d i u m ,
Odontoglossum, and Vanda
are especially adapted to
this sort of thing. Faded
blossoms should always be
picked off the stalks, for
one wilted bloom can spoil
t h e e f f e c t o f a n e n t i r e

bouquet . These spray

orchids are also perfect for
u s e a s h a i r - p i e c e s ,
necklaces, bracelets, and
t h e l i k e . T h e i n d i v i d u a l
blossoms are wired, with
fl o r a l w i r e , o n t o s l i m
ribbons or taped wire of
somewhat larger s ize.
When not being worn,
such pieces should be
stored on beds of damp
(not wet) excelsior or torn
paper strips, in a cool
place. Care should always
be taken to avoid getting
water on the flowers, since
many of them spot easily,
thus marring their original
clear beauty.

The average cut Catll^a
flower, when purchased at
a florist's shop, may last as
long as three weeks if
adequate care is taken of it.
C e r t a i n o f t h e h a r d i e r
types, such as Cymbidium,
Papahiopedilum, Dendrobium,
etc., will last up to a month
o r m o r e , a n d a f e w
extraordinary kinds will
retain their freshness for as

long as four months when
cut from the plant!

Orchids are really easy
to grow — why not try
some yourself, and see?

Polystachya villosu
P h o t o : D a v i d . M e n z i c s
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KEN CHRISTIE

' I ̂ HIS prestigious Award administered by the Hawkes Bay Orchid Society is the
-*■ only one of its kind in New Zealand. Nominations arc open to all members of

Societies afilliated to the Orchid Council of New Zealand. The award is made annually
for "the most outstanding contribution to the culture and promotion of orchids in NZ".

The committee this year
under the Chairmanship of
Mr W. Ross-Taylor were
pleased to announce thai
M r K e n C h r i s t i e o f
Wellington would be the
recipient.

K e n r e s i d e s i n

Wellington and has ser\'ed
o n t h e c o m m i t t e e o f

C a p i t a l C i t y O r c h i d
S o c i e t y s i n c e i t s
foundation, stepping down
last year. He was Finance
Officer of the Organising
C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 2 n d N Z
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e i n 1 9 8 5 w h i c h
was an outstanding success
mak ing a p rofi t a f t e r
repaying all the society
loans plus interest. He was
renowned for very careful
f o rward p lann ing and
keeping a very tight reign
on the conference budget,
hence its great success.

K e n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o
orchids and orchid growers
has been enormous to say
the least, most especially in
his efTorts towards raising
funds through the Hillary
Commission, (now QEII
Arts Council) for various
activities such as judging,
c o l o u r a w a r d p h o t o s
produced in the magazine,
setting up the video hire
programmes etc. These

Ken Christie receives the prestigious John Eastnn Award 1992

app l i ca t i ons a re ve ry
comple.x and have to be
p r e s e n t e d a c c u r a t e l y
covering all details of what
is being applied for and
how it will be used, also
including a five year plan
f o r t h e O r c h i d C o u n c i l .

Many long hours have
been spent on this by Ken
wi th inc red ib le resu l t s ove r
t h e l a s t t w o v e a r s ,
successfully gaining grants
totalling SK), 100.60. This
money had to be spent
before 30ih June each year
and i t wi l l benefit al l orchid
g r o w e r s w h o b e l o n g t o

s o c i e t i e s , t h o s e w h o
subscribe to the tnagazine,
and orchid judges.

'I"he magazine Orchids
in New Zealand brings in
another aspect of Ken's
work for orchid growers.
He has just step|)ed down
after serving two years as
Chairman of the Nlagazine
Commi t tee . He has been a
m e m b e r o l " t h e O r c h i d
C ^ o u n c i l E x e c u t i v e
C o m m i t t e e s i n c e 1 9 8 7 a n d
h a s w o r k e d t i r e l e s s l v o n
behalf of all orchid growers
i n N e w Z e a l a n d . O n h i s
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re t i r emen t a t t he AGM th i s

year in Auckland, Ken was
p r e s e n t e d w i t h a
D is t i ngu i shed Serv i ce
Certificate having served
five years on the Executive
C o m m i t t e e w i t h
d i s t i n c t i o n .

K e n t r a i n e d a s a
professional engineer and
has a long career spanning
bo th eng inee r i ng and
business management. His
outside interests apart from
o r c h i d s i n c l u d e s e r v i c e t o
the Scout Associat ion,
Consumer Counci l , NZ
Amateur Arts Assembly,
a n d t h e e n g i n e e r i n g
p r o f e s s i o n , a n d h a s
travelled to many parts of
the wor ld w i th h i s work .

It was said that Ken is a
man of few words but when
he does speak everyone
l is tens.

M r s C h r i s t i n e I r w i n

Secretary
John Easton Award Committee

"Vuiue

Sien 4Uiie fnefnSe^
^ianeUn^ In u dine,
0 n e ^ ^ e A u l e n C
and4Aen ihe/k/e <Ge/ie nine.

J\^ine €im6iUo*tA
io ufo^ 4tUe,

0ne iAe ft/i>omi^e,
teeie e^fAi.

&4g^ cieaUne metnAe^
Aemf ieleai^ oA Aett/eenf
0 n e e n t h t i U o A m ,
ixne i i ken i k& ie u te^ 6enen .

kytt/ memSe^
i n i o u

dke^ ^utMMeiied ftAofAnnwne^f
t h e n A f i e ^ i » e ^

SPix mem&e^ ^neUneti
u f U k 4 i n d e k i v e ,
0ne mcned
am/4Aen ike^ €m^ ^ine.
3 îve îeae^^ memkeiA
%&iike€l ike^ we/ie mo^,
0ne 6ec€tme dneU ê/ient,
ixneldken kk&»<e

ckeeA^ud metnke^
teko netie^ iUcMgf̂ ieed,
'Siil <me co*nĵ 4€Uned,

t t n d 4 k e n i k e ^ l e e l e i k n e e .

Sifnee eâ fê  mentSet̂ !
^ktU ilUl 4ke^ do ?
0ne itiicottM^ied
t t n d i k e n i k e ^ i » e ^ t w o .

Stoo eenneU metnk&iA,
eack enAtoUed one mtne,
Sknekkn^ kkeh nmnke ,̂
ttnd iken ^ote w&te ^otn.
S ' o t n t i e i e ' M n i n e d m e n d e r

^uAi coaid noi wuU,
etick toon <xnoik&t,

and iken ike^ to&ie eigfki.

Sigdd ecocUed memieM̂
dgfned a^ Uooieen mo^,
^n anoike^ Ux ttoues,
iketo 'die a ikottAandandiafonip' ^otn!

ddu ik tn ^^dnknoam.
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Continuing last issue's series:-

THE FUTURE OF DEVONIANUM HYBRIDS
A N D T H E I R D E V E L O P M E N T

by ROSS Tucker

In exploring development of future devoniamm hybrids it is necessary to consider aswell the past and present development. Acknowledgement must first of all be made
to the pre-eminent role that Keith Andrew has had in the use of devoniamm over many
years. In an article in the Orchid Advocate back in 1953 Keith Andrew stated that his
early interest in devonianum hybrids was to produce a blue cymbidium. No one believed
that it would be achieved in one step but the early crosses could be stepping stones. In
the intervening years the spectacular results achieved with pendulous miniature
cymbidiums created the devonianum legend and the new type of cymbidium that was
produced. In answer to the question of why he had not developed the line beyond first
and second generation to any degree Keith Andrew has stated that he was only
interested in the positive aspects in devonianum, being miniature, charm, high colour,
brilliant lips, and overall attractiveness of the devonianum hybrid.

To d a y d e v o n i a n u m
hybrids have gone beyond
first and second generation
but unfortunately some less
constructive parents than
the originals have been
used. We now have large
numbers of pltmts that are
much of the same colour,
brown, green, greys and
generally less attractive
than miniatures. Although
t h e r e a r e s o m e a t t r a c t i v e
plants available there has
been a genera l t rend
toward mediocrity.

Breeding with devonianum
is a blending process using
i n fl u e n c e o f v a r i o u s t r a i t s
from both pzirents, including
ploidy. It is impossible to
anticipate generalities of
the resulting progeny, but
wha t o f t he f u tu re? We do
not want more of the same
but what differences can we
produce? Some of the
d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t s h o u l d b e
possible are:

A greater variety of
colour. Maybe it is still
a pathway to a blue
cymbidium. Blue tinges
in some of the devonianum

hybrids are apparent.
If sufficient imagination
is used i n se lec t i on o f

parents success may be
a c h i e v e d .

M i n i a t u r i s a t i o n .

Making the present
devonianum hybrids
smaller using parents
such as Cym. suave and
Peter Pan hybrids. It is
important to include
the foliage in considering
t h e m i n i a t u r i s a t i o n
process.

Increasing the flower
production. We can
already get one or two
spikes per bulb, maybe
it is possible to get

three, four or five
using highly floriferous
pa ren t s .

C l a r i t y o f c o l o u r .
Actually getting clean
bright colours with
dark devonianum lips.
There are a few around

today but not enough.
Ice greens, yellows,
pure whites and even
black velvetry reds
should be possible.

5. Extreme opposi tes.
Huge standards with
d e v o n i a n u m l i p s .
Monster plants with
black lips.

It is perhaps not what we
expect but the unexpected
di f ferences that devonianum
will produce in hybrids of
t h e f u t u r e . • <
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J U D G I N G D E V O N I A N U M H Y B R I D S
b y J o h n B r i j e v i c h

IVyTost devonianurn hybrids cannot be judged as miniature Cymbidiums because of"
broad leaves. To qualify as a miniature, the plant as well as the flower must be

dwarf or have miniature characteristics. Hybrids from devonianurn therefore usually are
judged as novelty Cymbidiums. The Cymbidium Society of America Manual of
Award Judging states that a novelty Cymbidium "need not be miniature in growth
characteristics in order to be acceptable so long as it has a known dwarf flowereil
species in its background."

When judging devonianurn
h y b r i d s a s n o v e l t y
C y m h i d i m n s t h e f ' l o r i -
ferousness of spike and
plant, and flower arrange
ment and spike habit is
worth 15 points each.
Nearly as much as form
a n d c o l o u r w h i c h h a v e 2 0

points each. So numbers of
flowers and their arrange
ment are most important in
getting an award.

To m a i n t a i n c h a r m a n d
distinction, especially as
miniature Cymhidiums,
plants are best grown in
post no larger than six
inches (150mm).

C r o s s e s b e t w e e n

t e t r a p l o i d s t a n d a r d
Cyinbidiums and devonianurn
s o m e t i m e s p r o d u c e s
flowers on " ip r igh t o r
arching spikes. One of the
most popu lar o f such
c r o s s e s , B u i b a r r o w
( W e s t e r n R o s e x
devonianurn) made by Keith
A n d r e w i n 1 9 7 6 , h a s
received 16 quality awards.
A n o t h e r s i m i l a r c r o s s i s

Jack Hudlow (High Sierra
X devonianurn) made by
Gcyserland Orchids. This
cross has received 5 quality

awards. A disadvantage
wi th cro.sses us ing a
tetraploid parent is that
foliage sometimes becomes
c o a r s e r a n d fl o w e r s l e s s
n u m e r o u s .

I n c o n t r a s t t o t h i s a
number o f c l ones o f Dame
Catherine (Landleyense x
Mary Pinchess) made by
Gevserland Orchids, have

been seen in New Zea lami

recently, Mary Pinchess
has brought size of the
f o l i a g e w e l l d o w n t o
m i n i a t u r e s t a t u s . C r o s s e s

having a pumilum content
not only have a tendency to
reduce foliage size but also
bring upright or arching
spikes.

O c t o b e r 1 9 9 1
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Concluded from last issue:-

Pes ts and D iseases

Caterpillars are also a
problem. They get inside
new growths and destroy
t h e m f r o m t h e i n s i d e . I f

you are quick enough you
can squash them before too
much damage is done; just
keep an eye out for new
g r o w t h s w h i c h l o o k
d i s t o r t e d .

Ants are becoming more
o b v i o u s n o w w e h a v e
global warming. There is a
" j a m " a v a i l a b l e i n
Auckland, which will wipe
out the nest .

N O N - T O X I C
S P R A Y S

A l is t of " re lat ively"
non-toxic recipes to get rid
of most pests follows, taken
f r o m v a r i o u s s o c i e t y
n e w s l e t t e r s o v e r t h e l a s t
year or so. It seems that
everyone is shying away
from using le thal and
expensive sprays, and we
thank those people who
c o n t r i b u t e d .

S A P S U C K E R S : M i x
equal parts of water and
meths in a spray bottle,
spray affected areas.
C H E W I N G I N S E C T S :
B l e n d o n e f u l l b u l b o f

garlic in a blender, add two
table-spoons of kerosene,
a n d l e t s t a n d f o r t w o o r
three days. Dissolve two
cups of Lux flakes in one

litre of water, and stir into
the kero/garlic mix. Let
stand two days. Strain
through a stocking and
s t o r e i n a n a i r - t i g h t
container. To use, d i lute
125 mis (half a cup) in 4
litres of water, and apply
twice, ten days apzu*t.
ANTS: One tablespoon
each of borax and icing
sugar sprinkled near the
n e s t w i l l k i l l t h e w h o l e
colony.
C O C K R O A C H E S : A
5 0 - 5 0 m i x o f b o r a x a n d
brown sugar spr inkled
wherever they are seen.

S T E R I L I S E P O T S : H o t
water, washing up liquid,
and a dash of Jeyes Fluid as
a ster i l iser.

B U S H A N D G A R L I C
S N A I L S : D i s s o l v e o n e

tablespoon of metaldehyde
powder and one tablespoon
of washing sode in one pint
of boiling water. Add to
four gallons of cold water,
then completely immerse
each pot in the solution
u n t i l t h e c o m p o s t i s
satuated. It is probably
sufficient to spray the
potting mix until it runs
o u t t h e b o t t o m . C a r e
s h o u l d b e t a k e n w i t h
methaldehyde as it is rather
poisonous. Chopped up
Watkins Slug Tape around
pots can be successful. It

withstands heavy rain and
i s s t i l l a c t i v e a f t e r f o u r
weeks .

G A R L I C G A R D E N
SPRAY; Chop a three
ounce garlic bulb, add two
teaspoons of paraffin, and
leave for two days. Add
one pint of water and a
quarter of an ounce of good |
oil soap. Store in a plastic
or glass container, not a
metal one. To use, add one
part to ninety nine parts
water to cover one hundred
square yards. Will destroy
aphids, white butterfly,
grubs, wireworms, snails,
c o d l i n m o t h .

SPRAY FOR APHIDS,
G R E E N F L Y &
C A R R O T F L Y : T h r e e

pounds of rhubarb leaves
chopped up and boiled in
three quarts of water for
ha l f an hou r. D i sso l ve one
ounce of soap flakes in one I
quart (four cups) of boiling
water. Mix the two liquids
together and strain.
R E S U S C I T A T I N G
P L A N T S : T w o t a b l e
spoons of sugar and one
teaspoon of a balanced
liquid fertiliser in two litres
o f w a t e r . I m m e r s e t h e

plants for at least one hour,
b u t n o t m o r e t h a n t h r e e
hours. Repot in a well
drained potting medium
and keep in a warm humid
a r e a . M



O R C H I D J U D G I N G

A GUIDE FOR THE ORDINARY GROWER

by Dennis C. Bonham

Why do we Judge?
Is it solely for the sake ofimproving the ego of both judges and exhibitors or are there

more fundamental reasons? Obviously many growers do exhibit with a competitive
spirit and their efforts require ranking. Although in past years several societies have
been against competitive shows, there is now increasing enthusiasm for comparative
judging if only to promote better culture.

While judging aims to seek theoretical perfection, there is an important relationship
to commercial developments. Judging shoulditake note of commercial trends and help
such trends to develop with hybrids of maximum quality. With the trend towards
smaller plants, and the massive Japanese and European move to pot plant styles our
judging should encourage the development of appropriate hybrids.

Many people are put off judging by the apparent difficulty, the long training and the
mystique engendered by those who have successfully negotiated the necessary hurdles
in the way of becoming an accredited judge. One hopes that this simple account will
help to remove the mystique, and perhaps encourage more successful growers to at
least try their hand for a season.

The types of Judging

O r c h i d J u d g i n g i s
esentially of two types —
Ribbon or Class Judging,
and Award Judging.

R i b b o n o r C l a s s

Judging determines the
first, second, and third in
each of a number of classes
selected by the Show
M a r s h a l l . T h e S h o w
Schedule is made up to
a l l o c a t e c l a s s e s f o r t h e

plants likely to be at their

peak at the time and to
provide an opportunity for
b o t h m o r e a n d l e s s
experienced growers. At
some shows the plants are
benched in class groups
and at other shows some or
all of the plants will be
incorporated in displays.
After the class judging
there is usually a second
round to select Trophy
winners eg The Grand
Champion, or the Best
M i n i a t u r e C y m b i d i u m
exhibi ted by a novice
judged on quality.

In Class judging the
judges choose the orchids
by quality of the flowers
b u t s o m e t i m e s a f e a t u r e
such as colour may be
designated in the Show
Schedule to be of major
importance. Obviously in
S h o w J u d g i n g i t i s
important for exhibitors to
r e a d a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h e
Schedule to ensure that the

plant is entered in the most
appropriate class. Equally
important is that Show
S c h e d u l e s s h o u l d b e

prepared with the help of



given to that hybrid for
recognition in posterity.
T h i s i s t h e C u l t i v a r n a m e
in single inverted commas
as 'Joan' above. In cases of
species the unique name is
ca l l ed the Va r ie ta l name.

judges so that everything
works smoothly without the
need to change classes at
the last minute. A hybrid
orchid will be disqualified
from a species class and
v i c e v e r s a . S o m e t i m e s a t
the last minute the judges
may out of kindness for a
new exhibitor ask the Show
Marshall to move a plant to
the proper class but this
cannot be done in big
s h o w s .

Award Judging, while
t h i s i s o f t e n a l s o d o n e a t
shows because this is where

superior plants are usually
to be seen, it may be done
a t a n y t i m e w h e r e a
quorum of judges are able
t o m e e t a n d c o n s i d e r a

plant. The plant being
c o n s i d e r e d i s j u d g e d
a g a i n s t p e r c e i v e d
p e r f e c t i o n f o r t h a t
p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i e s o r
hybrid. To make matters
m o r e d i f fi c u l t t h e o r e t i c a l
p e r f e c t i o n i s a l w a y s
thought of in the future so
that it can never quite be
reached. What may have
been regarded as 85% of
perfection in 1978 may be
w e l l b e l o w c o n s i d e r a t i o n
ten years later.

The Qua l i t y Awards
recognised internationally
a r e : -

F C C F i r s t C l a s s
C e r t i fi c a t e
(Gold Medal CM.)
A M A w a r d o f M e r i t

(Silver Medal SM.)
HCC Highly
C o m m e n d e d

C e r t i fi c a t e
(Bronze medal BM.)

W h i l e m o s t j u d g i n g
bodies use the FCC, AM.
H C C t e r m s s o m e b o d i e s

including World Orchid
C o n f e r e n c e u s e t h e m e d a l

designations. The RHS
d o e s n o t a w a r d a n H C C .

A special Award is the
AD, Award of Dist inct ion
given to a plant showing a
f e a t u r e n e v e r b e f o r e s e e n
such as the unique red lip
seen on Cym. Jack Hudlow

A C C , C C C o r C C M
( C u l t u r a l C e r t i fi c a t e ,
C e r t i fi c a t e o f C u l t u r a l
C o m m e n d a t i o n o r
C e r t i fi c a t e o f C u l t u r a l
Merit) is given to the

Masd. heathii 'Rose' (NZOS)
Grower: R. & N. Armstrong — Award Photo.

'Joan' which although a owner ol a plant that is
well awarded orchid has judged to be particularly
never before been seen well grown for that species
with such a striking red lip. or hybrid. Other Awards

Al l o f these Awards are inc lude Plant Breeders
given to the plant and a Awards, and Certificates
unique name must be of Botanical Merit.

1 7 8



I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Judging Panels

T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f
well known judging panels,
i n c l u d i n g : t h e R o y a l
Horticultural Society Orchid
C o m m i t t e e ( R H S ) , t h e
American Orchid Society

(AOS), the Australian Orchid
C o u n c i l ( A O C ) , t h e
Cymbidium Society of America
(CSA), the German Orchid
Society (DOG), the Honolulu
Orchid Society (HOS), and
the Japanese Orchid Society
(JOS). The abbreviation

for the judging Panel
fo l lows the abbrev ia t ion for
the award. The many
I n t e r n a t i o n a l P a n e l s ,
including the three New
Z e a l a n d g r o u p s , a l l
recognise the Awards and
judges of other bodies.

T h e
D e v e l o p m e n t O f
Orchid Judging
i n N e w z e a i a n d

T h e N e w Z e a l a n d
O r c h i d S o c i e t y

In 1958, Bill Potter, the
then pres ident o f the
A u c k l a n d b a s e d N e w
Zealand Orchid Society
(NZOS), and the then
s e c r e t a r y A l b e r t

B l a c k m o r e , d e c i d e d t o
study the judging rules of
o v e r s e a s s o c i e t i e s , a n d

fi n a l l y t h e E x e c u t i v e
Committee agreed to adopt
a m o d i fi e d v e r s i o n o f t h e
New South Wales ru les ,
and to elect judges and a
Registrar of Awards.
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On September 16 th
1 9 5 9 , t h e fi r s t ' P a n e l o f
Judges' was appointed.
T h i s c o n s i s t e d o f :

Registrar of Awards, and
Chairman of the Judging
C o m m i t t e e A . H .

Blackmorc; Full Judges,
Messrs J. F. Blackmail (Te
Kuiti), G. S. Clark, B. B.
C l e l a n d , A . K . C o r b a n . F.
L. Parker (N Plymouth),
W. J. Potter, F. A. Powell.
C . R . R e a d e r , a n d F r a n k

S l a t t e r y ( S y d n e y ) ;
Associate Judges, Messrs
S . A . G r e e n o u g h , L .
Patterson, and Mrs W. A.
Blake (Matamata).

F o l l o w i n g t h e
establishment of this panel
the first competitive orchid
s h o w i n N e w Z e a l a n d w a s
held by the New Zealand
Orch id Soc ie ty a t the
M i l n e a n d C h o y c e
d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e , i n
Auckland, in Spring 1959.
When the dec is ion to have
classes and prizes was
made, a group of founder
members, • who opposed
any form of competition
a m o n g s t g r o w e r s ,
resigned, but the show was
organised, and five of the
above panel were invited to
be Judges. The Registrar
o f t h e A u s t r a l i a o O r c h i d
C o u n c i l . M r F r a n k
Slattery, was asked to come
to New Zealand and act as
C h a i r m a n . H e r e c o r d s t h a t
five awards were granted,
using guidelines as then set
ou t by the Aus t ra l ian
O r c h i d C o u n c i l .

A W A R D S A L L O N 3 0 t h
S E P T E M B E R i l 9 5 9 .

1 . M i l l . P l u t o ' M i s s i o n

Bay' AM — G. S. Clark
2. Cym. Edna Cobb 'Zena'
AM — W. J. He[)burn jnr.
3. Oda. Kym 'Lois' HCC
— M r / M r s B . B . C l e l a n d

4 . P h a l . M i s t i n g u e t t e
' S a r o n a ' H C C —
M r / M r s B . B . C l e l a n d

5. Cym. Jungfrau 'Egmont'
HCC - W. J. Hepburn jnr.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

r e c o g n i t i o n o f N Z O S
A w a r d s w a s c o n fi r m e d i n
1976, when the secretary of
t h e N Z O S w a s a u t h o r i s e d
t o s u p p l y t h e R o y a l

Horticultural Society with
a list of all awards from the

inception of the Judging
P a n e l a c t i v i t i e s . A l s o l i s t s
were to be forwarded to the
American Orchid Society
and to the Cymbidium

F I R S T
N E W

N Z O S ( A N D
Z E A L A N D )

Alxra. Hcc. Hazclwood 'Black Opal' AD/NZOS
G r o w e r : S u n r a c O r c h i d s
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Society of" America. At this
meeting Mr 1. D. James
reminded members present
of the necessity for the
registration of Awards to
b e p u b l i s l i e d i n t h e
Society's Review.

N Z O S A w a r d . s w e r e
published in the Review and
s ince i ts incept ion in
Orchids in New Zealand, in
that latter publication.

O r c h i d C o u n c i l —
N a t i o n a l J u d g i n g .
The NZOS Judging Panel
was the only system of
judging active in New
Z e a l a n d u n t i l t h e O r c h i d
Counci l of New Zealand,
formed in 1974, developed
the CONZED (Orch id
C o u n c i l o f N e w Z e a l a n d

OCNZ) Sys tem wh ich
f u n c t i o n e d f r o m 1 9 7 8 .

With the publication of
t h e fi r s t O r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand magazine, in July
1 9 7 5 , c a m e t h e fi r s t
opportunity to promulgate
n a t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s f o r
culture and judging. It was
a n n o u n c e d i n t h a t

publication that the Orchid
Council had appointed a
s u b c o m m i t t e e t o f o r m u l a t e
r u l e s a n d s t a n d a r d s , a n d
m e a n s o f f a c i l i t a t i n g
judging in all areas. The
c o m m i t t e e w a s u n d e r t h e

chairmanship of Albert
B l a c k m o r e . a n d h a d a s
m e m b e r s K . A . B l a c k n i a n .
F . A . B u r k e , F , L .
Brljevich, J. T. Dixon. I.
I). James, and Mrs M. C.
H a n s o n . I t w j i s s t a t e d t h a t
t h e S t a n c l a r d . s a n d R u l e s

Dend. Jane Leancy 'Del* CC/NZOS
G r o w e r : M r s M . L e S u c u r — A w a r d P h o t o .

w o u l d e n a b l e t h e C t i u n c i l
to grant National Awards
to qualifying orchid clones,
and wou ld I j c o f benefi t to
those societies conducting
competitive shows.

In May 1976 t i i e
following statement was
printed, over the name of
A l b e r t B l a c k m o r e :

"/ and John Mason were
appoinied Registrar General
and Deputy Registrar General
o f A w a r d s a n d P r i z e s
respectively. Members with
orchid growing experience and
acumen have been invited to take
a course of training for judging.
Those accepting will he sent the
Rules and Standards Jot study.
As a point of interest these are
b a s e d o n t h e A O S r u l e s .
Nominees are aware when the
seminars will be held in each
district and the details of

instruction are being prepared.
It is intended that lho.se judges
of the New Zealand Orchid
Society (not at that time
affiliated to the Orchid
Council) who are also members
of an Affiliated Society and
have accepted the Council's
i n v i t a t i o n s h a l l a t t e n d t h e
seminar in their respective
district for a refresher course. "

By September 1977 the
president of the Orchid
Counci l , Mr Tom French,
could report that judging
schools had been held, that
a total of 45 people were
being trained, and that
Judging Panels would be in
operation by the Spring of
1978 . De t j i i l ed ins t ruc t ions
w e r e g i v e n o n h o w t o
[ j iesent | ) lants for an
a w a r d . O r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand, dated March 1978,
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i e a t u r e d a l o n g a n d
d e t a i l e d a r t i c l e o n A w a r d

J u d g i n g b y A l b e r t
B l a c k m o r e .

The organisation was in
place; sufTicient Judges had
b e e n t r a i n e d t o a l l o w t h e

setting up of four Regional
J u d i n g P a n e l s , e a c h
controlled by a Regional
Registrar, who was held
responsible for arranging
and conducting judgings
within that region. The
results, with colour slides of
the (lowers, were then to be
sen t to the Reg is t ra r
G e n e r a l f o r t h e v e r i fi c a t i o n

l)y him and the Orchid
C - o u n c i l .

Region No I covered
A u c k l a n d a n d N o r t h
A u c k l a n d , w i t h M r s E d n a
Wi l l c t t s as Reg is t ra r,
Region No 2 Waikato,
King Country and Bay of
P len ty, w i th Mr I . D .
James in charge; Region
N o 3 N o r t h a n d S o u t h
T a r a n a k i . u n d e r t h e
i n s t r u c t i o n o f M r T o m

I'rench; and Region No 4
Wellington. Golden Coast.
Manawatu . Wanganui .
Wairarapa, Hawke's Bay
and Poverty Bay. with Mrs
J a n e t M e n d o z a a s
Regional Registrar.

T i l e s t a n d a r d s o f

training were high, records
were kept of the practise
judg ing sess ions , so ,
through tlu' system of
pointing thi ' plants for
awards it was possible to
note the progress of each
judge. Regional registrars
were expected to convene
classes, and also to report

to the Registrar General
tho.se judges who attended,
and those who d id not !

A n a t i o n a l j u d g i n g
c o m m i t t e e o f fi v e w a s
a[)|)ointed, to deal with all
matters of policy, and to be
responsible to the Orchid
C o u n c i l E x e c u t i v e . T h e
f i r s t f i v e w e r e — A . H .
Blackmore, antl F. E. J.
M a s o n , f r o m t h e
Auckland panel; 1. D.
James , f r om Wa ika to
region; Tom French, from
Taranaki; and Mrs Janet
Mendoza from Wellington.

T h e s t a n d a r d s a n d

regulations were printed in
b o o k l e t f o r m , a n d a l l
judges were expected to
buy one. The Registrar
Cienera l had "no hes i ta t ion
in assuring that judging
will be done expertly and I
hope that the services will
be appreciated and taken
advantage of."

M r B l a c k m o r e t o o k h i s
r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t e s very
seriously, and ensured that
all orchid society members
were kept informed by
writing tleiailed articles. In

Dfnd. mohlianum 'Erramunga' HCC/NZOS
Grower: F. Brijcvich — Award Photo.
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March 1979 he defined the
s tandards fo r j udg ing
miniature cymbidiums for
a w a r d s . H i s c o m m i t t e e
r u l e d t h a t m i n i a t u r e a n d
standard cymbidiums should
h a v e d i f f e r e n t j u d i n g
s t a n d a r d s . H e s t a t e d t h a t
for competit ive shows,
v a r i o u s c l a s s e s c o u l d b e

p l a c e d i n t i i e S h o w
Schedule, and the judges
'instructed' by the Show
C o m m i t t e e . M r B l a c k m o r e

cmphasi.sed for miniature
cymbidiums that Orchid
Council Judges sl ioi i id
consider the wliole plant,
a n d t h a t i t m u s t b e a

miniature, irrespective of
parentage. No Cymbidium
with a natura l spread
across the petals of more
t h a n 7 5 m m s w o u l d b e
a d m i t t e d i n t o m i n i a t u r e
c y m b i d i u m c a t e g o r y
regardless of breeding. Cut
s p i k e s w o u l d n o t b e
judged.

A 5th Judging region
was established in 1979, for
t l ie Hawke 's Bay and
Poverty Bay area, and it
was repor ted tha t 10
Judges, and 7 As.sociate
J u t l g e s l i a d b e e n
appointed, with 2 Senior
Judges being transferred to

Mmd. falcata 'Cliffy's" AM. CC/OCNZ
( i r n w c r : E . M . C o l e — A w a r d P h o t o / G . F u l l e r .

the category of Reserve
Judges, at their request.

In his president's report
1985 , M r Da r re l l Be l l sa i d
t h a t t h e O r c h i d C o u n c i l ' s
j u d g i n g s y s t e m w a s
d i f fi c u l t t o a d m i n i s t e r t o
ensure that a cont inual and
.satisfactory standard was
t t c h i e v e d o n a n a t i o n a l
i ) a s i s . T h a t y e a r a n
a mended and r e i s e d
handbook was printed,
available to all Judges and
Associates. It would appear
that delays between the
ac tua l j udg ing i t n d
ratificiation by Council
were making for difficulties
i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d c o

operation.
The Registrar General's

report shows that two more
regions were established in
1985. In that year two set
e . x a m i n a t i o n s f o r O C N Z
Judges had taken place,
and 17 additional judges
had been appointed.

T h e r e g i o n a l a n d
n a t i o n a l s e m i n a r s h a v e
made for higher standards
and greater co-operation,
s o t h a t N e w Z e a l a n d
Orchid Judges are freely
iiccepted and judge at
i n t e m i t t i o n a l s h o w s
throughout the world. Both
N Z O S a n d O C N Z A w a r d s
t i r e r ecogn i sed i n te r -
naiiontilly. The Awards of
the C'ouncil together with
t h o s e o l t h e N Z O S a r e

pul)lished in Orchids in New
'/ .ea land .

T h e O r c h i d C o u n c i l

judging system now has
s o m e 2 0 0 p e r s o n n e l
involved including trainees
i i n d j u d g i n g g r o u p s a r c
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Dend. (King Falcon x Fiesta) HCC/NZOS
G r o w e r : S u n r a e O r c h i d s — A w a r d P h o t o .

located at Whangarei ,
Auckland. VVaikato, Bay of
P l e n t y , R o t o r u a .
Gisborne, Hawkes Bay.
T a r a n a k a i , M a n a w a t u -
Wellington, Marlborough,
N e l s o n . C h r i . s t c h u r c h a n d
Otago-Soutiiland.

T h e C y m b i d i u m
Society of America,
N e w Z e a l a n d B r a n c h .

A third judging system
w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o N e w
Z e a l a n d i n 1 9 8 3 . T h e

Cymbid ium Soc ie ty o f
America, (CSA), which
was a group of largely West
C o a s t A m e r i c a n s
concerned with the judging
o f C y m b i d i u m s a n d
Paphiopedilums, had agreed
t o e x t e n d i t s i n fl u e n c e
overseas for the first t ime.

At the quarterly Board
Meeting in 1982 the CSA
agreed to the inauguration
of a judging system for
C y m h i d i u m s a n d
Paphiopedilums in New
Zealand using the criteria
refined over the years by
t h e C S A , w h i c h u s e a

points system.

The original grou|) in
N e w Z e a l a n d w a s k n o w n
as the Aus t ra las ian B ranch
but after several years of
success here, an Austra l ian
B r a n c h o f t h e C S A w a s
formed and the NZ C»roup
b e c a m e t h e N e w Z e a l a n d
Branch. Initially, enough
Un i ted S ta les Judges
attended judging sessions
i n N e w Z e a l a n d , a t N Z O S

a n d W a i k a t o O r c h i d

Society Shows, and a
training programme was
i n t r o d u c e d w h e r e b y
candidates progressed
through the stages of
Clerk, Associate Judge to
h'ull Judge.

T h e fi r s t N e w Z e a l a n d

p r e s i d e n t w a s To n y
Ballard, the secretary/
treasurer was Ray Dix, the
chairman of judging was
A n d v E a s t o n , h i m s e l f a n
A i T i e r i c a n t r a i n e d C S A
Judge as well as the Judge
of the American (jrchid
Society.

Writing in Orchids in New
Zealand in 1983, Wesley
R o s s - T a y I o r, then
president of the Orchid
Council, expressed some
d i s q u i e t a b o u t t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a n o t h e r

system in New Zealand.
Remarkably this fear was
far from justified and the
three judging systems have
w o r k e d h a r m o n i o u s l y
t o g e t h e r , p o s s i b l y
s t i mu 1 a Ied by t he
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f
p r o v i d i n g o p t i m u m
judging for the 1990 World
Orch id Con fe rence , and
aided by a number of the
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senior judges being 'point ing' methods of cr i ter ia used in the
involved in all three judging as well as various dilTerent genera.
systems.

T h e ( > S A m i n i m i s e i t s
c o m m i t t e e w o r k b u t
provides several judging
seminars each year, some
i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e
bigger shows, and has a
t r a d i t i o n a l s e m i n a r

annually on Anzac Day
when the early llowering
C y m h i d i u m s a n d
P a p h i o p e d i l u m s a r e
d i s c u s s e d . T h e A w a r d s o f
the CSA branch appear
with those of the parent
body in the Orchid Advocate
which is received by all
m e m b e r s .

The .second part of this
a r t i c l e w i l l d i s c u s s t h e
' a p p r e c i a t i o n ' a n d

Bulbophyllum medusae 'Whiskers' CC/NZOS
Grower: L. Fitzgerald.

I ANNUAL SUMMER ORCHID DISPLAY
PUKEKURA PARK, NEW PLYMDUTH

I 8th to 10th January 1993
! Taranaki Orchid Society Inc. again extends an invitation to you to join in this unique• annual event and see orchids seldom seen on display notably DISA. Share in a fun

I weekend, come prepared for the monster boot sale of orchids and sundries.

U • Specialist workshops on odontoglossum, masdevailia, paphiopedilum and disa.
I I • Guided tour of spectacular illuminations.
II • Local collections available for viewing.
II • Visitors invited to bring plants for display or sale.
: BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL FOR SATURDAY NIGHT DINNER
!| Further details available from your local Society Secretary but note deadline

for dinner bookings is 31st December 1992.

TARANAKI ORCHID SOCIETY INC. P.O. BOX 635 NEW PLYMOUTH
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w a t e r i n g

Water is vital to plant life. Plants are predominantly composed of water. Water is
important to nearly every physiological process ongoing in living plant tissue. Carbon
dioxide and water are combined in photosynthesis to make the food necessary for plant
survival. Water acts as a vehicle for the uptake of minerals through the roots and the
distribution of minerals and substances within the plant.

O v e r w a t e r i n g a n d
U n d e r w a t e r i n g

Epiphytes have evolved
to withstand dry conditions
to some extent. A pro
longed period of almost
deliberate water neglect is
usually necessary to produce
drought responses in a well
rooted orchid. Slight shriv-
eUir^ of the succulent
leaves of cattleya type
o r c h i d s c a n b e n o t i c e d
u n d e r w a t e r s t r e s s ,

developing wrinkles and
bumpy patches. Thinner
leaves may curl under
water deprivation. Some
orchid leaves may react by
dying back at the tips.
P s e u d o b u l b s w h i c h

normally develop furrows
wi th age w i l l become
deeply grooved under dry
c o n d i t i o n s . A c t i v e l y
g r o w i n g l e a v e s a n d
pseudobulbs are the most
v u l n e r a b l e t o s t r e s s .

E x p a n d i n g l e a v e s ,
especially those of the
thinner leafed genera, are*
likely to develop a case of
accordion pleating. Over
watering is a far more
c o m m o n e r r o r c o m m i t t e d
i n o r c h i d c u l t u r e . A l l
zealous orchid growers

k n o w h o w h a r d i t i s t o
resist watering. Ironically
overwatering can bring
about the same responses
in orchids as watering too
l i t t l e . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s
lies in the inability of the
roots to take up the water
supplied. Watering more
than necessary results in a
p e r p e t u a l l y s o g g y ,
d e c o m p o s i n g p o t t i n g
medium poorly aerated.
Wi thou t oxygen roo ts
canno t g row and w i l l
prematurely die. An overly
w e t o r c h i d i s a l s o m o r e

subject to disease. As both
under and overwatering
c a n c a u s e s i m i l i a r

responses how is the
grower to know on which
side they are erring? The
a n s w e r i s o f c o u r s e ,
observa t ion o f the roo ts . A
wel l es tab l ished orch id wi th
a healthy root system won't
budge in the pot. If such an
orchid is showing stress
signs it is most ' likely
underwatered and only
n e e d s m o r e f r e q u e n t
watering to regain good
health. A plant with a
distressed root system
having few healthy roots to
hold it in place will shift
easily in its pot with a

nudge or jiggle. It will be
necessary to remove the
plant from its pot for
f u r t h e r e x a m i n a t i o n . I f
overwatering has occurred
probably both the potting
medium and the roots will
b e d a r k w e t a n d
decomposed. Dead roots
will easily separate from
the plant. Those dead roots
still attached to the plant*
should be removed and the
orchid repotted in fresh
m e d i u m .

Factors Determining
w a t e r D e m a n d

E n v i r o n m e n t . H i g h
light, high temperatures,
low humidity and rapid air
m o v e m e n t a l i n c r e a s e

transpiradon rate. Plant in
act ive growth. Pot t ing
media — rarely is it ever
r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t a

potdng media be allowed to
become entirely dry. The
surface may very well be
dry while the region further
d o w n w h e r e m o s t o f t h e
roots reside, can still be
moist. By habitually lifting
pots at all stages of wetness
one can develop a good
sense of how light a pot
shou ld be when the o rch id
requires water. All growers



make occasional mistakes,
but good growers become
k e e n o b s e r v e r s o f t h e
condition of their plants
b o t h a b o v e a n d b e l o w t h e
s u r f a c e . T h e o r c h i d w i l l
allow its roots to grow in
t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e b e s t

supply of water, the roots
act like blotting paper and
soak up the enriched water.
Once in the root system the
orchid wi l l proceed to
p rocess the nu t r i en t s
contained. Gradually by
c h e m i c a l r e a c t i o n t h e
elements are separated
f r o m t h e w a t e r . S o m e
w a t e r a n d t h e c h e m i c a l s
are trzmsported to the cells
for nutrition. Availability
o f w a t e r i n t h e f o r m o f

humidity in the air seems
t o b e e s s e n t i a l f o r
m o v e m e n t o f w a t e r
through the plants system.

I f y o u w a l k i n t o a
glasshouse a humid
atmosphere can be sensed
a n d s o c a n t h e l a c k o f

h u m i d i t y . P r o v i d e
adequate ventiliation along
with adequate humidity.
U s e o f W a t e r i n O r c h i d
Growing
1. Transport nutrients to

plant roots.
2 . P r o v i d e a m e a n s o f

n u t r i e n t s e n t e r i n g
plant system.

3 . To t r a n s p o r t t h e
n u t r i e n t s w i t h i n t h e
plant system.

4. Provide oxygen and
hydrogen contained in
the wa te r mo lecu le .

5. Permit the plant to
excrete waste products
by respiration through
the leaf stomata.

8. Keep the nutrients in a
dissolved system in the
media so the plant can
t a k e u p t h o s e
n u t r i e n t s .

9. Clean the foliage of the
p l a n t s o o p t i m u m
photo-synthesis can
o c c u r .

10 Adequate humidity,
p r e v e n t i n g
d e h y d r a t i o n a n d
encourage respiration.

Rotonia Orchid Society
Newsletter, September 1991

^ D ¥ e i i t l S E P I E i | f S

F L A S K S o f c o o l g r o w i n g
Brazilian and Australian species
from $7.50. Shout yourself one
f o r C h r i s t m a s . W r i t e o r c a l l
Gilchrist Micro Popogations, 11
Seon Place, Birkdale, Auckland
P h 0 - 9 - 4 8 3 7 7 3 1 f o r f r e e fl a s k
price list.

NEW FLASK LIST - 19 pages,
9 3 A u s t r a l a i n d e n d r o b s . a n d
S a r c s . 3 0 C a t t l e y a , 1 1
Cymbidium, 52 species, 28
Odontoglosum and Oncidium, 54
Paphs, 18 Phalaenopsis. Send $5
(refundable with first order) to
House of Orchids, 145 Manuku
Road, Glenfield, Auckland 10.

A U S T R A L I A N G R O W E R k e e n
to contact owner of yellow Diss
Uniflora please write to Jack
McKinlay, 1/6 City View Terrace
Birkenhead, Auckland or phone
collect after hours 0-9-480 7739.

C l a s s i fi e d a d v e r t i s e m e n t s
i n O r c h i d s I n N e w Z e a l a n d
o b t a i n r e s u l t s .

Post your copy (30 words)
and cheque for $18.00 to:

Orchids in New Zealand
C l a s s i fi e d s

1 6 B o w e n S t r e e t . Wa i u k u .

CAMPBELL Cr
RUSHWORTH

ORCHIDS
Sttmmg fekases ex Hawsi

este^sfia/ plants in 3" pots.

$5 each pka $6 posta^ B
packing fee per or̂

S E N D T O :

6 A R A W A S T R E E T
C H R I S T C H U R C H 1
P H O N E 0 - 3 - 3 8 5 5 4 8 3
Cattleyia - Molly Tyler x Portia,

Chalkognee, ForbesH x violacea,
Portia coarulaa.

Sic. Valezac B. Miles,
Cheah (Swan Kiat,

Rose Mary Qooney.
Lc. Eva Robinson Nelson

One. Bauri x ampSatum x
ftexuosum

Vanda Miss Joaqutm (smStr poti)

t t f . _ _ t - _ „ J 1 8 7



N E W Z E A L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

S P R I N G S H O W
1 9 9 2

I ̂ HE winter ills continued in Auckland and (he rest of New Zealand to make what
everyone called a poor season for orchids, Lack of sufficient light because of few

sunny days and uniform low temperatures caused late flowering for most and also poor
size in the flowers. In spite of these grumbles the New Zealand Orchid Society Spring
Show in late September demonstrated that some growers still manage to bring out the
best in their plants. Overall quality was better than last year.

T h r e e A w a r d s o f M e r i t
a n d t w o H i g h l y
C o m m e n d e d C e r t i fi c a t e s
w e r e g r a n t e d b y t h e
judging panel of the New
Zealand Orchid Society to
emphas ise qua l i t y on
display. Grand Champion
Orchid of the Show went to
SI . Marr iot t iana 'Orange'
{L. /lava X Soph, coccinea)
exhibited by Jim James. A
r e m a k e c r o s s o f h i s o w n
with five startling bright
mus ta rd co lou r flowers th i s
was a very good example of
the high standard of mini
caitleya that Jim grows and
e x h i b i t s a n d h e w a s

a w a r d e d w i t h a n
A M / N Z O S . R e s e r v e
Champ ion was Paph .
haynald ianum ' Papha
Aroha' also granted an
A M / N Z O S a s w e l l a s a
S/CSA. Barry Eraser of
P a p a A r o h a O r c h i d s
always seems to produce
outstanding paphs, species
or hybrids, grown so well
that all growers of this
genus are consumed with
e n v y . T h i s w a s n o
e x c e p t i o n w i t h s e v e n
inflorescences showing
twen ty fou r flowers and

twenty one buds. Such was
the number and size of the
flowers that the plant richly
deserved its awards in spite
of the ratio of open flowers
to buds.

Grand C h a tti p i o n
Cymbidiuin was a strong
g r o w i n g w h i t e C y t n .
N o a r l u n g a ' E n fi e l d '
(Southborough x Mary
Ann) with thirty six flowers
and th i r teen buds on th ree

spikes. Exhibited by Assid

a n d M i r i a m C o r b a n , s o
busy were they in the
middle of electioneering for
Waitakere City, that they
did not know they had won
th is t rophy unt i l they
picked up their plants at
t h e e n d o f t h e s h o w .
R e s e r v e C h a m p i o n
Cymbidium was Cym. Rae
James 'Sigma' with its
lovely white flowers with
delicate flushing belonging
to Jean Allen. The thirteen



flowers trained upright
were smaller than usually
seen on this cultivar, but
they were still a picture.

Champion Intermediate
C y m b i d i u m w a s To n y
B a l l a r d ' s C y m . J a c k
Hudlow 'Waikanae' (High
Sierra x devonianum) with
thirty flowers and eleven
buds on three spikes. This
lovely green flower with
such fine shape and solid
deep red lip is a real siiow
stopper, and was granted a
B/CSA on this flowering.
B e s t M i n i a t u r e

C y m b i d i u m w a s M i c k
Hughes' Cym. Dr Baker x
d e v o n i a n u m ' A r t h u r ' . Te n

pendulous spikes showed
up too many flowers to
c o u n t .

W h i l e s t i l l o n

cymbidiums JD Nicholls
exhibited a fine specimen
Cym. Flame Hawk 'Lipper'
(Touchstone x Sensation)
with no less than twenty
t w o p e n d u l o u s
inflorescences hanging
three hundred and seventy
four flowers and forty
s e v e n b u d s . S o fl o r i f e r o u s
was this plant that flower
spikes were layered
displaying the mass of rich
magenta pink flowers. The
Cymbidium Society of
A m e r i c a g r a n t e d a
C A / C S A . A d e l i c a t e s o f t
pink f 1 u s h e d white
intermediate cymbidium.
Cym. (Stanley Fouraker x
Vogelsang) 'Clare' of
Tony l i a l l a rd ' s w i t h
pendulous spikes holtiing
thirty seven flowers and
o n e b u d w a s a w a r d e d a n
H C C / N Z O S .

Other genera orchids
w e r e n o t o u t d o n e i n t h e
a w a r d s t a k e s w t h D r v l a .
Memoria |Maia Archi la
' V a l ' s O w n ' a r e m a k e o f
the cross {Drac. chimaera x
Masd. veitchiana) by Val
B a y l i s s g a i n i n g a n
AM/NZOS for Jean Allen
w i t h t w o fi n e b r o n z e
mustard flowers. A very
lovely miltoniopsis Milt.
Capitola 'Kim' (Ambre x
Butterl ly) of very pale
l e m o n c o l o u r w i t h s c a r l e t

striped yellow mask shown
by Dot Baley was granted a
I - iCC/NZOS w i th fou r
flowers of good size on two
i n fl o r e s c e n c e s . A l s o
catching the eye was a

white phalaenopsis Phal.
( M a l i b u I n c o g n i t o x
(Malibu Carnival x Jane
McHenry)) displaying it's
nine large flowers and two
jjuds well and exhibited by
B r i a n M a i n .

More people than is
u s u a l c a m e t o t h e s h o w t h i s

year and were treated to
the sight of many other fine
orchids displayed. The
N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d
Society show committee
were wel l sat isfied wi th the
e x h i b i t s , a t t e n d a n c e a n d
s a l e s , a s w e l l a s t h e
improved quality.

Kay Dix
September 1992
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24th September 1992

Grand Champion Orchid of the
Show: Centennial Cup.

Sic. Marrioiiiana — I D James
Grand Champion Cymbidium:
St>ciety Cup.

Cym. Noarlunga 'Knfieid' —
Corbans Orch ids

Reserve C'hampion Cymbidium:
Waikattj Orchid Society's Cup.

Cym. Rae James 'Sigma' —
JAI ien

Champion Intennediate Cymbidium
Hazel Hanson Memorial Trophy.

Cym. Jack Hudlow 'Waikanae'
— T o n y B a l l a r d

SI. Marrioltiana 'Orange'



Brsl plant or cut spike, excluding
Cyttibidiuin: Patterson Cup.

Paph. haynaldiantmt 'Papa Aroha'
— B P r a s e r

Best J'halaenopsis; Duniandic Cup.
Phal. Malibu Incognito 'JiH' x
(Miiiibu Carnival x J<ine
Mcllenry) — BJ Main

Best specimen plant:
Gcoir Laird Memorial Trophy.

Cym. Flame Hawk "Lipper" —
J D Nicholls

Best Dendrobium species or
hybrid: Ross Cup.

Dm. Sun Sprite—G & K Jackson

NZOS Cup for best Dendrobium:
Dendrobium Tropy.

D m . Wa r r a m b o o l —
R & N Armstrong

Best NZ hybridised and rai.sed
first llttwering seedling:
Des Leahy Trophy.

Cym. So Bold — Ray Dix

Miniature species or hybrid:
Joan Parker Trophy.

Drac. cochliops — Val Bayliss

Best Caitleya Alliance: Potter Cup.
Sle Marriottiana — I D James

Best Lycaste Alliance: Alison Cup
Lycastt. John Ezzy 'Flamingo'— Margaret Liddell

B e s t O n c i d i i n a e A l l i a n c e :

Blackmore Trophy.
VVils. Nicttlajane "Joy* —

S & N Pye
Best species: Taylor Trophy.

Paph. ha)inaUianum 'Papa Aniha'
— B F r a . s e r

Best expttrt Cymbidium:
Aldridge Trophy.

Cym. Noarlunga 'Enfield' —
C o r b a n s O r c h i d s

Best Intermediate Cynibidiutn:
Molly Clark Trophy.

Cym. Flame Hawk 'Lipper' —
J D Nicholls

Miniature Cymbidium:
Frank Brljevich Trophy.

Cym Dr Baker 'Bewitched' x
(ievonianum 'Arthur' - M Hughes

Best Miniature Cymbidium: Ken
Blackman Memorial Trophy.

Cym. Dr Baker 'Bewitched' x
devonianum 'Arthur' • M Hughes

Best first flowering Cymbidium
seedling: Willets Cup.

Cym. Claude I'epper x (Vieux
Rose X Cariga) — Ray Dix

Best novice coloured Cymbidium:
Hansen Cup.

Cym. Fancy Free 'Gcyersland'— C R & K E Hutchings

Best classes 1. 2, 8 & 9. Sunrac
Orchids Seedling Prize #I

Cym. Bewitched Baker —
G I Leaflierg

Best first flowering, any other
genus. Sunrae Orchids Seedling
P r i z e # 2 .

O d i c m . B i t t e r s w e e t — C S c h o l e s

B e s t P l e u r o t h a l l i d A l l i a n c e :

Carpenter Trophy.
M a i d . M e m . M a r i a A r c h i l a —

J Allen
Best novice Cymbidium:
B l a c k m a n B o w l .

Cym. Fancy Free 'Geyersland'
C R & K E Hutchings

Points Prize Open
F L Brljevich

P o i n t s P r i z e N o v i c e
C R & K E Hutchings

Best Floral Art entry:
Greenough Trophy.

Reflections — John Gaylard
Floral Art Points Prize:
Volkner Trophy.

F a i t h G r a u s c h

\^ /

w

- w . : . ^ y c '

Cym. Flame Hawk 'Lipper'
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THE GENUS PHAIUS

The Orchid Genus Phaius dates from the year 1790, when the missionary botanist
Loureiro established it in His Flora Qochinchinensis (page 529). He obtained his name
from the Greek adjective oaios, which means dusky, or dun- or gray-coloured. The
original species was called P. grartdifalius, but due to a prior name, it is now correcdy
named P. tancarvilleae.

This species is by far the
c o m m o n e s t m e m b e r o f t h e

group in cultivation, being
of very simple growth
requirements, handsome
appe£u*ance even when not
in bloom, and extrememly
floriferous. It is extensively
d i s t r i b u t e d i n t h e A s i a t i c
and Australian tropics, and
h a s b e e n i n t r o d u c e d a n d
n a t u r a l i z e d i n G u b a ,
Jamaica and Panama.
Vegetatively it is rather
characteristic of the genus:
a c l u s t e r o f r a t h e r
i r r e g u l a r , r i n g e d
pseudobulbs up to 75 mm
tall give rise to several very
large (to 1 metre tall and
200 mm wide) folded
leaves. The 100 mm,
sweetly fragrant blossoms
a r e b o r n e o n r o b u s t e r e c t
spikes which sometimes
attain a height of as much
as 1.5 metres. The sepals
and petals are mealy-white
outside and a particularly
h a n d s o m e s h a d e o f
reddish-brown inside; the
tubular lip (which give the
flower the appearance of a
CatiUya) is dull magenta-
red, the flaring middle lobe
generally being whitish
marginally.

The cultural require
ments of Phaius tancarvilleae
are the bas ic ones fo r the
entire genus. The plants
should be grown in pots (or
in specially-prepared beds
in the ground) in a compost
of mixed leaf-mould, sharp
sand, good heavy loam,
a n d d r i e d c h o p p e d
m a n u r e . R o t t e d o s m u n d a
and sphagnum moss may
a l s o b e a d d e d ; l i b e r a l
app l i ca t ions o f ra ther
s t r o n g m a n u r e - w a t e r a r e
highly beneficial while the
plants are in active growth.
Copious water should be
given them while growing,
but when the spikes begin
to show, this moisture
should be sharply curtailed
or stopped altogether until
after flowering, when it
may be gradually resumed.
Most Phaius delight in a
fresh sunny location at all
times. The compost must
never be permitted to sour.

Phaius is a genus of
somewhat more than forty
species, native in the
subtropics and tropics of
As ia , Aust ra l ia , Af r ica
(and its adjacent island
groups), Indonesia and the

Pacific Isles. Among the
other fine species of the
group are P. amboinensis
(Malay Peninsula to New
G u i n e a a n d t h e C a r o l i n e
Islands), with large white
and yellow flowers; P.
callosus (Indonesia), a
robust plant with greenish
o r y e l l o w - b r o w n a n d
purple flowers; P. Jlavus
(Malay Peninsula), with
handsome yellow-blotched
foliage and medium sized
butter-yellow blossoms;
and P. wallichii (Ceylon,
Ind iaJ ,^ s im i la r to P.
tancarvilleae, but with larger
d a r k e r fl o w e r s . A r a t h e r
large series of hybrids are
known, many of them of
exceptional beauty.

C l a s s i fi e d a d v e r t i s e m e n t s
i n O r c h i d s i n - N ; Z . o b t a i n
r e s u l t s .

Post your copy (30 words)
and cheque for $18.00 to:

Orchids in N.Z. Classifieds
1 6 B o w e n S t r e e t W a i u k u



N O RT H O TA G O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

A U S T R A L I A T O U R
15 Days — Departs 21st July 1993

f r o m A u c k l a n d o r C h r l s t c h u r c h

E S C O R T E D B Y S Y D W R A Y

Brisbane • Redciiffe • Hervey Bay
Toowoomba • Grafton • Stanthorpe

Sur fe rs Parad ise
a n d Tw o O r c h i d S h o w s

W R I T E O R T E L E P H O N E F O R Y O U R C O P Y
O F T H E I T I N E R A R Y T O :

S y d W r a y K e v i n B e n n e t t
P. O . B o x 4 8 9 O R H o m e s t e a d R o a d
W H A N G A R E I N o 1 C . R D
P h 0 - 9 - 4 3 6 0 5 1 5 O A M A R U

Ph 0-3-434 8302

RUSSELL & SOMERS - PRINCIPAL SPONSORS OF
3rd NZ INTERNATIONAL ORCHID EXPO 1995

V i s i t s t o :

RUSSELL & SOMERS

VARIETY TRAVEL

1 9 2



Glenbrook Gardens
Gleesons Rd, RD 31, Levin

P H O N E ; 0 - 6 - 3 6 2 6 8 3 5

Sarcochllus Orchids of Australia
b y W. T. U p t o n a c q q c
1 1 8 p a g e s $ 3 9 . ^ 3
129 colour reproductions pIusp&p$3
The Australian Native Orchid Hybrid

^ Guide by John Kavulak! ' 1991 Edition with free yZ/.Sb
up to date supplement p'us p & p $2

Wal 8 Jill Upton's Flasks
Latest Dendroblum b sarcochllus hybrids

Plants from leading OZ hybridists
Send SAE for plant and flask list

OUR NURSERY-GLEESONS ROAD, MANAKAU,
17Km SOUTH OF LEVIN IS OPEN 7 DAYS

VISA • BANKCARD • MASTERCARD WELCOME

,

" F l o a t - a - F l o w e r "
is a new concept in flower arrangement
Create "EXOTIC" displays with
almost any type of bloom.
Simply cut
s t e m t o n e a r

base of bloom,
10-12mm, and
place on thick
f o a m b a s e .

N u m e r o u s
per fo ra t ions
give many
display
options. By
keeping foam
base wet your
arrangements are given maximum life.
Quality plastic tray.
Available from your local society
branch at a very modest price.
Porta Screens Ltd po box 15̂ 179 wgm.

Phone: 0-4-388 4720. Fax: 0-4-388 4720

N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
" C V M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

S E N D N O W F O R F R E E C A T A L O G U E

★ CYMBIDIUMS Back Bulbs, Seedlings and Mericlones
Flowering size plants available from Nursery or sent anywhere In
New Zealand by Newmans Bus — Depot to Door Service.

Seedling and Mericlone Flasks - Wide selection including
Mini and Standards to suit the hobbyist and commercial grower.

ALSO NOW AVAILABLE: DIVISIONS OF MY AWARD,
CONNOISSEUR AND BREEDING VARIETIES, AS SEEN AT THE
W O R L D O R C H I D S H O W . . . S e n d f o r P r i c e L i s t .

Nursery—
23 Parata Street, Waikanae (Parata Street is opposite Woolworths)

Hours — Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 a.m. — 5.00 p.m.
During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is

Open Sundays & Public Holidays. Phone/Fax: 0-4-293 6977



D e n d r o b i u m l a w e s i i

Grower: K. & S. Smith, Wellington

This brightly coloured member of Schlechter's
Calyptrochilus Section of the genus Dendrobium is said
to be widely distributed throughout New Guinea, being
one of the most widely occuring members of that
Sect ion. I t is found in the mist forest habi ta t zone.


