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W H A T U W A N T
For any organisation to be successful it must provide the services required by its

'clients'. If it does, it succeeds; if not, it fails and may die.
I t seems to be a fac t o f

life current for many of the
N e w Z e a l a n d o r c h i d
s o c i e t i e s t h a t t h e i r

membership is declining.
Is i t tha t our soc ie t ies are
not adequately serving
t h e i r m e m b e r s ? W i t h t h e
s u c c e s s o f t h e 1 3 t h Wo r l d
Orchid Conference I hope
that trend will be reversed,
a n d t h a t i t w i l l r e k i n d l e a
w i d e r i n t e r e s t i n o u r
hobby. It is, however, in
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e
running of some societies
that there have been some

interesting developments.
Over the last few months

it is interesting that a
n u m b e r o f s o c i e t i e s h a v e
been asking their current
members what they want
from their local society.
T h e l a t e s t o f t h e s e i s t h e

Poverty Bay East Coast
Orchid Society who have
circulated a 2 page survey
w i t h t h e i r n e w s l e t t e r . T h i s

c o n t i n u e s t h e i n i t i a t i v e
taken by other societies
over recent years. Orchids
i n N e w Z e a l a n d a l s o

r e c e n t l y s o u g h t t h e
opinions of its readers; the
a n s w e r s t o . s o m e o f t h e
questions formed the basis
for some of the changes
seen in this magazine over
the last year.

The taking of a surs'cy
involves quite a lot of work,

e d i t o r i a l

O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d
E d i t o r :

P . C . T o m l i n s o n
1 4 P u t n a m S t r e e t

N o r t h l a n d

Wellington 5, N.Z.

both in the getting of the
i n f o r m a t i o n and
subsequently its analysis
and interpretation. The
extent of the survey can
range from a simple few
questions, to much more
sophisticated elTorts. For
the latter, assistance may
be necessary. Some years
ago the Wellington Orchid
Soc ie ty, fo r example ,
o b t a i n e d t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f
V i c t o r i a U n i v e r s i t y ,
securing the services of a
r e s e a r c h s t u d e n t w h o
u n d e r t o o k a s u b s t a n t i a l

survey as part of a course
c r e d i t . T h e r e s u l t o f t h a t

survey formed the basis of
the management of that
society for a number of
years. Like all such
i n f o r m a t i o n i t d o e s ,
however, have a fin i te l i fe ,

a n d a c c o r d i n g l y t h e
e x e r c i s e n e e d s t o b e
repeated eve^ 5 years or
so . There i s no doub t tha t
such studies have proved to
be exceedingly useful in the
pas t .

Each society is unique,
b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s a l l h a v e
m u c h i n c o m m o n . I t w o u l d
be useful when a society
does complete a survey,
t h a t t h e m a i n r e s u l t s b e
m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o o t h e r
m e m b e r s o f t h e o r c h i d
growing family. There is a
c o m m o n i n t e r e s t t h a t
orchid societies have; the
further development of the
hobby. While some parts of
the questionaire may be
specific to one society,
there is sure to be much of
interest to all. I hope that
the organisers of the latest
sur\'cy, and of any further
such studies, will take the
trouble to spread the main
r e s u l t s t o a l l t h o s e
interested. Perhaps this
magazine is an appropriate
forum for this purpose.
This may well be a way we
can help secure the strong
f u t u r e o f o u r m u t u a l

h o b b y . 1 c a n o n l y
commend the society for
the initiative it ha.s taken,
and hope that others will
I ' o l l o w t h e i r l e a d i n t h e
f u t u r e .
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A U S T R A L I A N N AT I V E O R C H I D S

I CAN SEE no reason why many Australian native orchids, both species and hybrids,should not be grown in New Zealand. Some minor variations may be required to
growing conditions, but these would be relatively straight-forward. An area under
shelter, such as a glass or fibre-glass roof over part of the shade-house, permits you to
strictly control water to those plants which will accept cooler dry conditions, but do not
thrive in cool wet conditions. This would apply to many of the Dendrocoryne Section of
the genus Dendrobium which contains among others Dendrobium speciosum, Dendrobium
kingianum, Dendrobium tetragonum, and Dendrobium falcorostrum. These are the orchids
which grow stems, for want of a better word, in tufts. There are about fifteen species in
this Section, about twelve of which grow in New South Wales and southern
Queensland, from the mountains to the coast, with several species including
Dendrobium Jleckeri, Dendrobium jonesii (formerly ruppianum), and Dendrobium adae coming
from the Atherton Tableland and associated higher mountain areas of northern
Queensland. These northern growers should still be amenable to culture in New
Zealand because they come from higher and cooler parts of what is essentially a
w a r m e r c l i m a t e .

Al l of the orchids in th is
Section are cither epiphytic,
that is they grow on trees,
or lithophytic, that is they
grow on rocks. In either
case mos t o f t hem can be

c o n t a i n e d i n p o t s o f
suitable growing media, or
attached to slabs of suitable
m a t e r i a l . T h e i r c u l t u r e i s

relatively simple, but like
all horticultural pursuits.

our aim is not just to grow
them, but to grow them
w e l l . I n N e w Z e a l a n d ,
which is admittedly slightly
coo le r and we t te r than the
natural range of the orchids
involved, in most cases,
your a im would be best
achieved by accepting the
advice, initially, of some
person already successfully
growing the orchids you

Sid Batchelor of
Baulkam Hills, NSW
Australia, highlights
growing Australian

N a t i v e O r c h i d s i n
N e w Z e a l a n d .

Sid Batcliclor holding
Dtndrobium kingianum 'BcCty'
P h o t o : S . B a l c h c l o r .
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are interested in, in New
Zea land . I know o f severa l
Kiwi growers, who are by
c a r e f u l o b s e r v a t i o n a n d
s u b t l e v a r i a t i o n s i n

g r o w i n g c o n d i t i o n s ,
growing and flower ing
t h e i r A u s t r a l i a n n a t i v e
orchids as well as Austrzilian

growers, who have the
advan tage o f g row ing
much c lose r t o t he na tu ra l

r a n g e o f t h e o r c h i d s
involved. As you gain
expertise you may consider
varying the information
you have received on basic
c u l t u r e t o b e t t e r s u i t t h e
i m m e d i a t e e n v i r o n m e n t i n
which your own plants are
growing. Reference to
orchid journals and orchid
club circulars are also most

helpful.
T h e d e n d r o b i u m s o f t h e

P h a l a e n a n t h e s e c t i o n o f
the genus, and others from
north Queensland's warmer
areas may also be grown,
but here a fully enclosed,
climate controlled glass
h o u s e o r e n c l o s u r e i s

required, and the cost of
bui lding and operat ing
s u c h a n e n c l o s u r e c a n b e

very high.
A u s t r a l i a h a s t h r e e

s p e c i e s o f n a t i v e
cymbidium:- Cymbidium
suave, Cymbidium madidum,
and Cymbidium canaliculatum.
Cymbidium madidum is easily
grown. Just as you would a
normal cymbidium hybrid.
T h e o t h e r t w o a r e s o m e
what more difficult to hcuidle
a n d t h e b e s t r e s u l t s a r e
obtained by leaving them
in their natural host (hollow

tree limbs etc.) where that
is possible; under these
conditions Cymbidium suave
is fairly easy to grow.
Cymbidium canaliculatum is
by far the most difficult,
coming as it does from a
hot/dry area. It resents
o t h e r t h a n l i g h t a n d
infrequent applications of
w a t e r, a n d e v e n i n t h e
southern s ta tes o f Aust ra l ia
r e p r e s e n t s a d i f fi c u l t
challenge, although its use
in hybridising will be an
interesting exercise.

Section 3 of the genus
D e n d r o b i u m c o n t a i n s
a b o u t t e n o f t h e s o - c a l l e d
t e r e t e - l e a v e d d e n d r o b i u m s
which range from Tasmzmia
to northern Queensland.
A l l have te re te o r fla t tened
leaves on a c reep ing
rhizome. With the exception
of Dendrobium racemosum,
which has a limited tropical
distribution, all the others
in the group which includes
Dendrobium teretifolium,
Dendrobium lingueforme,
Dendrobium cucumerinum and
Dendrobium wassellii should,
with good light and not
o v e r - w e t c o n d i t i o n s , b e
reasonably easy to handle
i n N e w Z e a l a n d . T h e
fl o w e r s o f t h i s s e c t i o n

usually have very slender
segments and are best
grown into specimen plants
f o r t h e m a s s e d e f f e c t o f
their flowers. Over the past
couple of seasons we have
seen some very interesting
and beautiful hybrids made
within this Section, and as
interest grows I am sure we
wi l l see manv more .

Sarcochilus is a genus of
a b o u t e l e v e n b e a u t i f u l

species which is almost
exclus ively Austra l ian.
Four spec ies , namely
Sarcochilus jaloitus, Sarcochilus
fitzgeraldi i , Sarcochi lus
hartmannii, and Sarcochilus
ceciliae are commonly and
relatively easily grown.
Al though not qui te as
accommodating as the
Dendrocoryne Section of
the genus Dendrobium, the
e x t r a c a r e a n d a t t e n t i o n
they require is more than
adequately rewarded by a
well flowered plant. Sarcochilus
fitzgeraldi i , Sarcochi lus
hartmannii, and Sarcochilus
ceciliae, all of which are
lithphytes, can be success
fully grown in squat or
shallow pots in an open
gravelly mix, similar to that
used for the Dendrocoryne
Sec t ion o f the genus
Dendrobium; but with about
10 -15% more g rave l .
Sarcochilus falcatus however,
is an epiphyte and must be
grown in the manner of an
epiphyte or it will surely
die. Hybrids mzide from one
l i t h o p h y t i c a n d o n e
epiphytic parent invariably
grow well in pots «md
m e d i a a s u s e d f o r
l i thophytic sarcochilus.
Hybrids made between two
epiphytic species should be
grown as epiphytes, and
indeed this is part of their
charm. Sarcochilus ceciliae is

p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o n e t o
problems if exposed to cold
winter rain. These plants
should be grown under
cover during winter, and
o n l v w a t e r e d e a r l v i n t h e

3 6



S a r c o c h i l u s h a r t m a n i i

Grower: Ralph Woodhousc, Wellington

day on a rising temperature,
which will allow the plant
to dry out before night-fall.

T h e c l i m a t e i n N e w

Zealand whilst variable, is
probably for the most part
w e t t e r a n d c o o l e r t h a n
m o s t a r e a s o f N e w S o u t h
Wales, but it should with
only minor var iat ions,
produce good growing and
flowering conditions for the
cool growing Australian
na t i ve o rch ids .

C U L T U R E
There are about as many

variants of potting media
f o r o u r n a t i v e o r c h i d s a s
there are growers of native
orchids. To some degree at
least your potting material
must be var ied to al low for
the d i f fe rences in a t ten t ion
that your orch ids wi l l
receive as compared to
other growers. I have tried
many potting materials for
growing my natives and I
have finally settled on a
very simply mix of equal
parts of milled red radiata
pine bark (which should be
soaked for at least a week
before use) and river or pea
gravel (must be one of the
non-absorbent types of
gravel)—the size of each of
the ingredients varies with
the size of the plant being
potted—seedling size bark
and similar size gravel for
seedlings. Medium size
bark and similar size gravel
for larger plants and so on
up to a fairly coarse mix for
Dendrobium speciosum sized
plants. This mix is suitable
for my collection as I am
able to water them every

day, and more than once a
day if necessary, due to
prevailing conditions. If a
grower is only able to
attend to watering etc. on
week-ends, then it might
be necessary to include

some degree of moisture
retaining material—perlite
i s o n e a l t e r n a t i v e — i t i s

quite inert and retains
moisture well. Partly rotted
b u s h l e a v e s i s a n o t h e r
a l t e r n a t i v e , t h e l i s t i s

3 7
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S i d B a t c h e l o r ' s b u s h h o u s e . P h o t o : S i d B a t c h c l o r

f m
• V i - '

Deniirobtum Yondi Brolga
G r o w e r ; S . B a t c h c l o r P h o t o : M a r k W e b b

a l m o s t e n d l e s s . T h e a c t u a l
additive and the quantity
used will be decided upon
by the amount of moisture
retention desired; but what
e v e r i s u s e d i t m u s t n o t
inhibit the drainage of the
m e d i a , I t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t
t h e m e d i a s h o u l d d r a i n

freely and completely. This
i n t u r n f a c i l i t a t e s a e r a t i o n
of the roots of the plant
which is also very important;
r e m e m b e r t h a t i n t h e i r

na t i ve s ta te mos t o f t hese
orchids grow with many of
their roots exposed to the
air. Dendrobium tetragonum
for example, is almost
always grown on a mount
o f s u i t a b l e m a t e r i a l ,
w e a t h e r e d h a r d w o o d , a
piece of old fence paling for
example, or a piece of
paper bark type ti-tree
(malaleuca sp.) I find to be
an excellent host. Dendrobium

Jalcorostrum is another
o r c h i d , w h i c h f o r m e ,
grows better on a slab than
I can ever grow it in a pot.
Dendrobium Jalcorostrum and
its hybrids, I feel would be
wel l su i ted to New Zealand
c o n d i t i o n s . I n i t s n a t u r a l

r ange i t p re fe r s coo l
conditions, and in nature
its roots are always covered
in moss which in the cooler

part of the year is almost
always wet.

You must be prepared to
experiment—read all you
can about how each plant
grows in nature, and try to
get some clues from this
information as to how you
should be growing each
species. Above all don't
just look at your plants,

l e a r n t o s t u d y t h e m
objectively, so that you
n o t i c e e v e n t h e s m a l l e s t
change in your plants
appearance—for each such
change there is a reason.

L e a r n t o a s c e r t a i n w h a t
these reasons are and you
are well on the way to
being a competent and
effective grower.
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F E R T I L I S I N G

A u s t r a l i a n n a t i v e
orchids do not require
heavy feeding, it has been
found through experience,
costly experience at times,
t h a t a l i t t l e f e r t i l i s e r ,
frequently, is the answer to
t h e i r n e e d s , N o h a r d a n d
fast rules can be laid down
a s t o w h i c h f e r t i l i s e r i s
best—some growers swear
by organ ic fer t i l i sers ,
whi ls t o thers , jus t as
strongly, favour inorganics.
Most experienced growers
will agree however that a
little, frequently, is the
cor rec t bas is fo r any
feeding programme. Any
f e r t i l i s e r s t h a t 1 u s e a r e
used at at one quarter the
strength recommended by
t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r .

F e r t i l i s i n g s h o u l d
commence in the Spring as
soon as the plants commence
strong new season growth.
I like to feed my plants
every seven days, and to
water with plain water at
least a couple of times
between feedings. In the
first two applications of
fertiliser in the Spring I
a d d t h e r e c o m m e n d e d
a m o u n t o f F o r m u l a 2 0 o r

similar hormone to get the
roots off to a good start—
the sooner you have a good
strong root system, the
sooner your plant can really
begin working for you. A
word of warning however, I
d o n o t u s e F o r m u l a 2 0 o r

growth hormones in con
junction with any fertiliser
c o n t a i n i n g s i g n i fi c a n t
quantities of iodine (check

Sarcochilus Jewel
G r o w e r / P h o t o : S . B a t c h e l o r

Dendrobium (Ellen 'Everlyn' x falcorostrum)
G r o w e r : S . B a t c h e l o r P h o t o : M a r k W e b b



the list of contents on the contained in the fertiliser really do not need. The
pack), as I believe that become dry they have the foliage should be reasonably
there is a reaction between effect of withdrawing the hard and yellow/green,
the two which causes ab- moisture already taken up rather than soft and deep
normal plant growth. The by the plant (reverse green. During winter my
Spring zind Summer fertiliser osmosis) causing it to plants are regularly exposed
should be of high nitrogen become dehydrated and to frosty conditions—tem-
value, then as the plants very quickly damaged. If peratures falling to-1 or-2
mature their flowering this is allowed to happen degrees Celsius occasionally
growths, about the middle the plant is in dzmger of to as low as -4 whilst housed
of May, a high phosphorus/ losing the entire root only in a 50% shade vzilue
potassium value fertiliser system which is naturally shade-house. Summer tem-
should be substitued for the enough catastrophic. peratures regularly reach
l a s t f e w f e e d i n g s . T h i s t h e e a r l y 4 0 ' s . — I w a s a l s o
helps to initiate a strong On a recent tour of New pleasantly surprised to see
flowering, and tends to Zealand I was impressed the range of Australitm
improve the colour and by the number of growers native orchids available
texture of the flowers. No involved in growing from a nursery that I visited
fertiliser is necessary Australian native orchids, in Auckland—so you have
during the colder part of and the obvious ability no excuse with regard to
the year. In any fertilising displayed. The overall the availability of plants,
programme it is most impression however, was Try a few, I am sure you
important that the plants that most of the plants I will be pleased with their
growing media should never saw were being treated too ease of culture and infinite
be allowed to completely kindly—too much shade variety of form and colour,
dry out. If this happens and attempts to keep them ^
and the chemical salts warm at all costs. This they

F r o m t h e B a c k C o v e r :

The World of Orchids •—
Strange^ Weird, Wonderful.

LAELIA SUPERBIENS
Although this species originates from Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras we have

grown it quite successfully in our cool greenhouse where the winter night temperature
oiften reaches zero. During this time we keep the plant reasonably dry only increasing
the watering and fertilising as conditions improve. This orchid is definitely not for the
small greenhouse as we have had stems of over one metre long supporting more than
eighteen, rose-purple flowers. Close inspection of the individual flowers reveals an
intricate Up, boldly marked. Otaki/Manakau is famous for its temperate climate and
our plzmt usually produces its blooms in late summer to early autumn. Superbiens is
probably the largest of the laelias, and is certainly most impressive.

Lyn Sherlock
M a n a k a u
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N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A U S T '

F R E E 1 9 9 1 C ATA L O G U E N O W AVA I L A B L E

★ CYMBIDIUMS Back Bulbs, Seedlings and Mericlones
Flowering size plants available from Nursery or sent anywhere in
New Zealand by Newmans Bus — Depot to Door Service.

Seedling and Mericlone Flasks - Wide selection including
Mini and Standards to suit the hobbyist and commercial grower.

★ IN SEASON: CAHLEYA, PHALAENOPSIS AND
PAPHIOPEDILUM PLANTS IN FLOWER

Nursery—
23 Parata Street, Waikanae (Parata street is opposite Woolworths)

Hours — Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 a.m. — 5.00 p.m.
During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is

Open Sundays & Public Holidays. Ph: (058) 36-977 (Night or Day)

4 1



C A R B O N
F I B R E

H E A T P A D S

Some years ago a new
form of propagating bed
b e c a m e a v a i l a b l e , c o m
prising a flexible carbon
fibre heating element with
e l e c t r o n i c t h e r m o s t a t . T h i s

appeared to be a significant
development from the sand
filled propagating beds
then widely used.

Your editor purchased
one, but after three months
use it failed, with a severity
that destroyed a consider
able number of plants. A
n u m b e r o f p o t s w e r e
completely incinerated,
such was the intensity of
t h e fi r e . A s f a r a s I a m
a w a r e t h e u n i t h a d b e e n
installed and run strictly in
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e
m a n u f a c t u r e r s r e c o m m e n d
at ions. Af ter a considerable
amount of correspondence,
the unit was replaced by
the manufacturer, but the
company accepted no
responsibility for the loss of
plants, even though the
u n i t h a d b e e n i n u s e f o r
such a short t ime.

Since that time, 1 have
b e e n a w a r e t h a t a n u m b e r
o f o the r s im i l a r un i t s have
f a i l e d i n t h e s o u t h e r n h a l f
of the North Island, one of
the latest resulting in the
complete destruction of a
glasshouse and contents in
Wellington, this in fact

reportedly the failure of a
second unit purchased by
this unfortunate grower.
C o m m e n t s h a v e a l s o b e e n
noted that there have been
f a i l u r e s o f a n u m b e r o f
o t h e r u n i t s .

This notice is to bring to
the attention of readers that
some of these propagating
beds have failed, in some
cases with quite disasterous
fi r e s . A c c o r d i n g l y, i t
appears some caution with
the use of these units may
be required, especially

In view of the apparent
local problems, I would be
interested to hear from any
other readers who may
have had experience with
t h e s e u n i t s — i s o u r r e c o r d

just an unfortunate local
phenonomen, or have
t h e r e b e e n w i d e r s i m i l a r

e x p e r i e n c e s i n o t h e r
local i t ies. Hopeful ly, a
more detailed report will be
publ ished in the near
f u t u r e .

Glasshouse of a Wellington grower destroyed by a fire
thought Co have started from a Carbon Fibre heating pad.



Protect tender plants

QJ7421-1/^"
+ SF Misting nozzle

F(̂ et produces a fine,
misty spray, safe
for delicate plants,
seedlings, new lawns,
house plants and
ornamentals of all kinds.
Try the FogJet just once
... you'll agree ifs the
finest nozzle made for
home garden or

Greenhousê^̂ĝ
' 1

z n

N E W LY S E E D E D
L A W N S A N D

G R A S S S E E D L I N G S

EASIER
H O U S E P L A N T

C A R E
F L O W E R B O X E S F L O W E R B E D S

38 3599For ^ spray nozzle applications.

Spraying Systems
(NZ) Limited

P.O. Box 6047, Te Arc, Wellington. Ph. 859-328 or 859-329.
Te l e x : N Z 3 1 2 4 6 F a x : 8 5 6 - 1 4 3
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N . Z . PA P H I O P E D I L U M A L L I A N C E
Thi' inaugural meeting

o f t h e N . Z .

Paphiopedilum All iancewas held on Saturday, 23rd
February 1991, at the
home of Lyn Sherlock,
Atkins Road, R.D, Oiaki.
Present at the meeting
were the organisers, Lyn
S h e r l o c k a n d P e t e r
Stephens, along with 53
o t h e r e n t h u s i a s t i c
Paphiopedilum growers.

The meeting was opened
with a wide variety of slides
of both species, primary
h y b r i d a n d h y b r i d
paphiopedi lums. These
were slides taken by Lyn.
M i k e W i l t o n a l s o s h o w e d
slides of hybrid paphs, and
R e x W i l l i a m s s h o w e d a
wide var iety of s l ides
including some of h is
awarded plants. Frank
Z u m b u h l , w h o c a m e f o r
N e w P l y m o u t h , a l s o
showed a wide range of
very interesting slides.

Following a break for
lunch. L n f o r m a II y
o p e n e d t h e m e e t i n g ,
explaining to the assembled
a u d i e n c e t h e r e a s o n s f o r
t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u c h
an A l l i ance . These a re t he
conservation, to grow, to
study, to share and enjoy
these plants. FVom these
o p e n i n g r e m a r k s t h e
meeting was opened to the
members, who decided that
t h e A l l i a n c e s h o u l d

produce, if possible, a
quarterly newsletter, to

cover the wide variety of
interest of the members, as
well the way they would
like to see it run. Both Lyn
S h e r l o c k a n d P e t e r
Stephens were given the go
ahead to get the Alliance
up and running. To this
end, the financial year has
been set fromjune 1991 to
J u n e 1 9 9 2 , a n d s u b -
.sequently the membership
fee has been set at $20.00

per year. The members
agreed that they should
meet again some time in
June 1991 at a date to be
a n n o u n c e d l a t e r.

T h e r e w e r e

approximately 70 plants
displayed by meitibers, and
these ranged from species
to hybrids. This was very
c o l o u r f u l a n d m e m b e r s

were asked to comment on
their own plants, giving a
brief description of their
c u l t u r e a n d g r o w i n g
c o n d i t i o n s .

A f t e r a b r e a k f o r
afternoon lea, the meeting
was successfully brought to
a c lose w i th the enro lment
of 38 paid up financial
members, ensuring excellent
support for the Alliance.
For those people who
might be interested in
J o i n i n g t h e N . Z .
Paphiopedilum Alliance,
t h e a d d r e s s t o w h i c h

subscriptions should be
sent is
Mr P. ]. Stephens
4 Tudor Court,
Paraparaumu Beach

All new and intending
m e m b e r s w i l l b e m o s t
w e l c o m e .

Lyn Sherlock addrcssinj; the New Zealand
Paphiopedilum Alliance inaugural meeting.
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C O O L H E A D S
W A R M F E E T

I n t h e D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 0
i s s u e o f " O r c h i d s i n N e w
Z e a l a n d " t h e f e a t u r e o f
t h e m o n t h w a s a r a t h e r

i n t e res t i ng a r t i c l e on
growing Phalaenopsis.
However, the part that I
found most interesting and
caused me to th ink a l i t t le
deeper was the section
h e a d e d " C o o l H e a d s a n d
Warm Feet" to quote from
the ar t i c le —

"A saying among
gardeners of earlier years
was thai plants needed
cool heads and warm feet
and that still applies. If
you think for a moment
about plants in your
garden where under
normal circumstances the
ground temperatures are
always a few degrees
w a r m e r t h a n a i r

temperatures. Under
these condit ions warm
air rises from the ground
loses a small amount of
heat which, however is
continuously being
replaced by the sun
shining on it. Now as
this warm air rises up
past the plant cool air
moves in to take its place
and thus a micro climate
is established around the

plant with the roots
always remaining a few
degrees warmer than the
piece of plant above the
ground. Now the point
arises that if this is
considered an optimum

A P R I L 1 9 9 1

requirement for plant
growth how can we put
it into practice and gain
some benefit? Like most
people who grow orchids
r e q u i r i n g w a r m
conditions the cost of
heating a glasshouse has
a l w a y s b e e n a b i t
upsetting to me, no
matter what method is
used for heating. If we
could heat only the roots
of our plants and allow
the warm air to risefrom
the potting mix up
around the plant instead
of heating the whole
glasshouse then we
would be supplying
optimum conditions with
a great saving in heating
costs. "

I have always known the
t e r m " b o t t o m h e a t " a n d
have used it over the years
for raising seedlings. I was
p r o b a b l y c o p y i n g m y
f a t h e r w h o u s e d t o s t a r t
tomato and flower seeds by
sitting trays on a large tin
w h i c h h a d a h u r r i c a n e

lamp burning inside. I then
realised that this is how I'm
n o w h e a t i n g m y
glasshouse. I 'm us ing
tubular heaters under sheet
m e t a l b e n c h e s w h i c h a r e
covered by small stones for
the pots to sit on. I figure
t h a t t h i s g i v e s g o o d
d r a i n a g e a n d a i r
c i r c u l a t i o n i d r t h e b o t t o m
of the pot and retains some
m o i s t u r e t o c r e a t e s o m e
h u m i d i t y . N o w m y
t h e r m o s t a t i s s i t u a t e d
a b o u t 1 8 i i K ' h e s a b o v e t l i e
b e n c l i a n d i s s i - t f o r 1 5 " ( 1

w h i c h w o u l d i ) i ' a b o u t t h e

same as if I were heating
w i t h a f a n h e a t e r , b u t
because I'm heating from
u n d e r n e a t h t h e r o o t s a n d
mix must be considerably
w a r m e r t h a n i f t h e a i r i n
the glasshouse was heated,
My first thought then is
that I could possibly turn
my thermostat down a little
and save power, but as I
have plants growing on
slabs and punga around the
wall I couldn't really do
that. Anyway I suppose
w h e n a d e s i r e d o r n a t u r a l

temperature is quoted it is
the air temperature and
presumably the growing
m e d i u m i n n a t u r e i s
slightly warmer. Possibly
t h e t h e r m o s t a t s h o u l d b e
buried in a pot of bark.
However it is something to
think about. Has anyone
got any further ideas or
thoughts on the subject?

F r o m

Canterbury Orchid Society
Newsletter—^January 1991

' / " / o n ( A b c n d r o l X
H i s e h e a r t ) — I J W. O . C .

Grower : S tewar t s Orch ids . USA
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Frame a flower
P I C T U R E F R A M E

The Idea l G i f t !
C r e a i f t t o o i g h t t u i i y i m a c l i i v.
naturcl. e)r«-c«icn>ng onolty
The stand of the pactufe freme
issioRed to now i p iuic prui
o f w a t e r i n t o w n x n t h e s t e m

ot selected bloom is simply
p l a c e d
F r a m e s c o m a m S c o W u r s

- G O L D S I L V E R
B L A C K B l a c K v M v e l
back ing

A v a i i a o i a f r o m T e v f
n o s e O R C M i O
CAMEliA ate Soc-oy
o r d F ^ t t r p m

N E W
Octagonal elaasic design

Please suppry

L

□ cold □ black □ silver Cneoue enclosed tor I
Imdcate COtour) Cm Fra>w can ee mead e-raci w lecipani

Porta Screens Ltd, POBoxi5-i79Wgifi.Ph(04)894-728'J

s u p e r s p h a g
N.Z. SPHAGNUM MOSS PELLETS

The NATURAL growing medium for orchids,
(ex-flask, propagation of 'back bulbs" and
root development).

DSIR trials plus 2 years commercial use on 20,01X1 plants
ex-flask prove value of SUPERSPHAG MOSS PELLETS (Mi.
and Queenslarxl). SUPERSPHAG put the plants 6-12 months
ahead of normal orchid-mu meifium.

Advantages with SUPERSPHAG PELLETS:
• Convenient -e ffect ive. Soak PELLETS in

water, squeeze, tease out and start potting.
• Continue normal fertiliser regime.
• Save freight and storage. • Easy on hands.
• Packs—250gm bag of 10 pellets (20 packs

per carton) or 9kg bag.

Enquiries with Orchid Society membership to:-

DRAKE HOLDINGS LTD
P.O. Box 3064, Richmond

Nelson, New Zealand
Ph: (054) 48-595 Fax; (054) 68-108

THERMO GRO ̂
HEATED PLANT RAISING PANELS

THERMO GRO IS A MUST for
Orchid and Cymbidium Growers

One o f t he Qu i ckhea t Co l l ec t i on
o f

Design Mark Export Products

Send now for your Brochure

^uick h e a t
I N D U S T R I E S L T D .

Telephone:
150 Vanguard Street (054) 84-461
N e l s o n F a x : ^
New Zealand (0064) (54) 84-461 f

M o n t e s s a O r c h i d s
A big selection

of Cymbiciiums ancJ other
g e n e r a .

Masijevallias a specialty
Open every day

3 minutes from Manukau City and
M o t o r w a y.

S e n d f o r o u r l i s t :

J . & L . M i t c h e l l
200 Redoubt Road, Manukau City

P h o n e : ( 0 9 ) 2 6 3 - 9 6 9 0
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Plast ic Recyc l ing:

F l o w e r P o t s f r o m M i l k C o n t a i n e r s

WHEN ENVIRONMENTALISTS started jumping up and down about plasticmilk containers being "non re-cyclable", at least one company set out to prove
them wrong.

Onehunga Plastics, a
s m a l l m a n u f a c t u r i n g
b u s i n e s s w h i c h h a d b e e n

r e c y c l i n g i n d u s t r i a l
plastics, designed a process
w h i c h s h r e d s t h e c o n
tainers, washes and dries
t h e m a t e r i a l , t h e n
granulates it, ready for
feeding into it's injection-
moulding machines. After
experimenting and fine-
tuning the process for 18
months they are now using
i t t o m a n u f a c t u r e t h e

orchid planters advertised
i n " O r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand". They claim that
t h e fi n i s h e d a r t i c l e i s v i r

tual ly indist inguishable
from virgin plastic and that
users are not only getting a
cheaper product, but also
the satisfaction of helping
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t .

Already word of this
breakthrough has spread
through the environmental
grapevine, with the result
that the company is receiv
ing many enquiries every
day, from householders
wanting to know where
they can deposit their con
t a i n e r s a n d w h e t h e r o t h e r
household plastics can be
processed. The answers to
those questions, by the

One of our regular
a d v e r t i s e r s

Onehunga Plastics
discuss their operation.

way, are that milk con
t a i n e r s c a n b e l e f t a t t h e

factory, which is situated in
Wharangi St, Onehunga
(opp. Grove Mitre 10) and
that wh i le i t i s in tended to
i n c l u d e s o m e o t h e r h o u s e

ho ld conta iners in the near
future, only milk bottles
can be accepted at this
stage. The company is also
hoping to gain the co
o p e r a t i o n o f l o c a l
authorities and/or major
business firms, in pro
viding facilities in other
a r e a s a r o u n d A u c k l a n d
w h e r e c o n t a i n e r s c a n b e

deposited.
One of the major pro

blems in accepting all
h o u s e h o l d c o n t a i n e r s , i s
the need to separate the
many different types of
plastic before processing
— a l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e t a s k
which could be prohibitive
ly expensive. A further
problem arises with con
ta ine rs wh ich requ i re
special cleaning, e.g. take-
home oil packs, paint pails

etc. The good news is that
more and more public and
private bodies are planning
to participate in plastic
recycling, including the
Auckland Regional Coun
cil, N.Z. Milk Corporation
and Carter Holt Harvey
Ltd., who produce soft
d r i nk bo t t l es .

A t t h e m o m e n t ,
household plastics make up
a small percentage of the
m a t e r i a l u s e d b y
Onehunga Plastics in the
manufacture of flowerpots,
plastic buckets and clothes
pegs. Other sources of sup
ply include reject or ob
so le te s tock f rom manufac
turers or traders, unwanted
m i l k a n d s o f t - d r i n k c r a t e s
a n d b r o k e n c o n t a i n e r s
f rom i ndus t r i a l use rs .

In addition to the above,
Onehunga Plastics uses up
to 3 tonnes per week of
m a t e r i a l d e r i v e d f r o m o l d
c a r b a t t e r i e s . I n c o
operation with the battery
manufacturer, the casings
are stripped and the lead
e x t r a c t e d f o r r e - u s e . A f t e r

t h o r o u g h c l e a n i n g t o
r e m o v e a l l t r a c e s o f l e a d

and acid the casings are
Continued on page 48
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FOURTH ASIA PACIFIC
ORCHID CONFERENCE

The Fourth Asia-Pacific Orchid Conference will be held on January 21-26, 1992 atMae Jo Institute of Agricultural Technology (MIAT) in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

T h e c o n f e r e n c e i s
expected to draw 3,000
participants from the Asia-
Pacific region and Europe
as we l l as domest ic o rch id
growers and traders, ac
cording to MIAT president
Dr Ahnon Tiangtrong.

T h e C a b i n e t h a s

approved a budget of nine
m i l l i o n b a h t t o r e n o v a t e
buildings to be used for the
orchid show and exhib i t ion.
Ten ^ai of football fields
w i l l b e c o n v e r t e d i n t o a
large orchid garden and a
road wil l be built around il.

R e n o v a t i o n o f t h e i n f o r
mation centre, advisory
c o m m i t t e e ' s a u d i t o r i u m ,
president's office and Union
Study Centre will begin in
October and be completed
in September next year.

T h e c o n f e r e n c e w i l l
feature about 160 landscape
orchid gardens from several
countr ies in the Asia-Pacific
region. The Union Study
Cen t re w i l l be used as an
exhibition building. Next
to it wil l be over 60 booths

guillotined and granulated
ready for re-use. Until this
process began a few years
ago most car-batteries were
dumped—to the great
d e t r i m e n t o f t h e e n v i r o n
m e n t .

of orchid plants, orchid
flowers, products made
from orchids as well as local
handicraf ts for sa le.

Thai orchid growers and
exporters will meet more
than 1,000 foreign partic
ipants, and this is expected
to boost the country's orchid
t r a d e . L o c a l h a n d i c r a f t s '
producers will also be able
to meet foreign visitors
during the orchid show,
which is expected to draw
more than 2,000 visitors a
day.

D r A h n o n s a i d t h e

Communications Authority
of Thailand will produce
t w o s e r i e s o f T h a i o r c h i d

stamps as a promotion
campaign. The stamps will
be on sale before and during
the six day show.

" I t i s t h e fi r s t A s i a -
P a c i fi c O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e

(APOC) to be held in
Thailand after our country
h o s t e d t h e W o r l d O r c h i d
Conference in 1978," he
s a i d . " T h e fi r s t A P O C w a s
held in Japan, the second
o n e i n I n d o n e s i a a n d t h e

Amids t a l l t he s to r i es o f

gloom and doom about the
damage mankind is doing
to Mother Earth it is good
t o k n o w t h a t a t l e a s t s o m e

progress is being made in
reversing the trend.

third conference took place
last year in Adela ide,
A u s t r a l i a . "

A Thai delegation was in
Ade la ide las t year to
promote the forthcoming
conference in Chiang Mai.
MIAT was recently in
fo rmed t ha t 300 Aus t ra l i an

participants would come to
T h a i l a n d .

"Chiang Mai was chosen
fo r the i n te rna t i ona l o rch id
c o n f e r e n c e b e c a u s e o f i t s
fi n e c u l t u r e a n d b e a u t i f u l
natural surroundings," Dr
Ahnon said. "In January
t h e w e a t h e r w i l l b e c o o l

and some no r the rn o rch ids
w i l l b e i n f u l l b l o o m . "

Co-operat ion wi l l be
sought from the Tourism
Authority of Thailand to
organise tours for conference
participants to promote
n o r t h e r n t o u r i s m . T h e
participants may visit orchid
f a m s i n M a c R i m D i s t r i c t
w h i c h i s n o t t o o f a r f r o m
the exhibition grounds. A
c u l t u r a l s h o w w i l l b e

presented by students of
Chiang Mai Dramatic Arts
College.

M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c a n
be ob ta i ned f r om
The Secretary,
F o u r t h A s i a n P a c i fi c C o n f .

M I A T

Maejo, Chiang Mai 50290
T h a i l a n d .
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12TH AUSTRALIAN ORCHID CONFERENCE
S E P T E M B E R 1 3 t h — 1 9 t h 1 9 9 1
"ORCHIDS ARE FUN IN ' 91 "

A great Orchid Conference and Exhibition has been planned for the 12th Australian
Orchid Conference, to be held in Perth, Western Australia, on September I3ih — 19lh
of this year. A comprehensive show schedule incorporating over 150 classes, will make
this the largest exhibition of orchids to be held at an Australian Conference.

T h e v e n u e w i l l b e t h e
G r a n d s t a n d a t t h e A s c o t
Racecourse s i tuated on the
b a n k s o f t h e S w a n R i v e r

approximately 8km from
the centre of the City of
P e r t h a n d l o c a t e d i n t h e
City of Belmont. It will be
possible to have all the
Conference act iv i t ies at the
one venue. The lectures,
banquet and dinner dance
will be held on the lop floor
of the grandstand. The
orch id exh ib i t i on w i l l cove r
t h e e n t i r e fi r s t fl o o r a n d
w i l l b e o n e o f t h e m o s t

spectacular ever staged in
A u s t r a l i a . T h e l a r g e
commercial selling area has
been allocated the ground
floor with over 30 bays
a v a i l a b l e f o r c o m m e r c i a l
interests as well as some of
the paved area outside for
selected items (i.e. glass
house, benches , shade-
house etc.)

Reg is t ra t i on Fees
N O R M A L

SlOO single — $140 double
Registrants can expect
many ex t ra 's in the i r
s a t c h e l s w h i c h c o u l d
i n c l u d e t h e s n a z z y
c o n f e r e n c e b a d g e
depitcting the conference
logo (now available for
sale), promotional gifts,
c h o i c e a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d
s o o n .

l e c t u r e
P r o g r a m m e

The Lecture Programme
wil l begin on Monday,
S e p t e m b e r I 6 l h a n d
continue on to Wednesday,
September 18th. Each
lecture day will commence
a t 9 . 0 0 a m a n d c l o s e a t
approximately 3.45 pin.
Mr George Vascquez Irom Zuina
(lanyon USA—Topic Phalaciiopsis
M r A l a n M o o n I r o i i i i h c l i r i c

Young Foundaiion KN(»I.AND—
Tnpic-Ri'scan h with Cynibidiums.
M r N o r i t a H a s e g a w a I r o n )
I'aphantics USA—Topit—still to
l > c c o n l l n i i c c l .

Mr Ian Plcsted I ro in Surrey
KNGI.ANl)—Topic* MiniiJi i i rc
(^alllcyus.
M r G e r a l d M c C r a i l h f r o m

K.sscndon \' IC . —'Topic —
()donioglossunis .•Mliancc,
Mr Ron Hcrbcrlc fixin) Albany VVA
'Topic-Naiuiiil Hybrid Terrestrials.
M r S a n d y A n d e r s o n t r o n i
llananacoasl N.SVV. — Topic—
S o f t C i a n e D e n d r o b i u n i s .

Dr Stephen Hopper j'roni Depi of
(A-1..M. WA—Tcjpic-Giiladenias
. M r R o s s M a i d m c n t I r o i n

Ara t tbee in Ci l . I ) . — Topic—
llvbridi/.ing will) Catileya.*).
Mr Andrew Brown Iroiii Depl of
G..A.1-.M- VVA—Topic—"A clay
in the Tieici" ('Terresiriiils),
M r G e o f f B r o w n i n g I r o n )
I ' e n i n s u l a D r e h i t l s V I C . —

Topie—Orc hid I'ol I'lants.
U r K i n g s i c y D i x o n —
'Topic—'Terre.srrials.

T h u s " O r c h i d s A r e
Fun in ' 91 " i n Per th i s an
e v e n t t h a t s h o u l d b e o n

every orchid enthusiasts
c a l e n d a r a n d n o w i s t h e
t i m e t o g r a s p y o u r
registration form, complete
it. post it ofT, and make
your holiday arrangements.

R e a d e r s o f t h i s

supplement who would like
to register for "Orchids are
F u n i n ' 9 1 " o r w h o w o u l d
l i k e t o m a k e f u r t h e r

enquiries of any kind arc
inv i ted to con tac t :
M r s B a r b a r a B u r n e t t ,
Conference Secrtary,
PC Box 1050, Morley,
W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a 6 0 6 2 .
Phone (09) 377-6781.
Fax (09) 309-3182.

BRIAN b HEATHER
MOONEY

Many genera : species
and hybrids

Aust ra l ian dendrob iums
tiur specialty

^itors a/ways welcome

GLENBROOK GARDENS
(50 metres from SHI)

G i e e s o n s R o a d , M a n a k a u
R D 3 1 L E V I N

Phone (069) 26-835
W e a r e 1 5 k m s o u t h o f L e v i n
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t he 'AH Round ' P ro tec to r

D o n a g h y s K n i t t e d S h a d e
C l o t h — D e s i g n e d f o r
Strength, Flexibility and most
of all Versaliht).
Versatility that provides plant
protection from a variety of
potentially harmful elements
and predators, including ...

SUN Donaghys Knitted
Shade Cloth will protect plants
from burning and minimise
colour fading on blooms.

WIND It will afford plants
protection from the blustery
N e w Z e a l a n d w i n d s .

Donaghys Snpetior Knitted Shade Cloth
FROST Light
f rosts cannot

touch your plants because Knitted ShadeCloth
protects by creating its own micro-clim.itv.

RAIN It has a misting effect on rain and will
repel damaging hailstones.

BIRDS and INSECTS The finely knitted mesh
will keep birds and insects at hay.

Eaty Inslallulioti
Donaghys kgitted shade cloth can he cut to size
with scissors and ii uim'i fruy. It s very llexible
and easily attached to wooden or metal
f r a m e w o r k .

A Variety of Grades Available
Very U^hl — approx. 40 to
45^ shade; Light — approx.
45 to 50% shade; Medium —
approx. 65 to 70% shade;
Heavy — approx. 75 to 80%
shade.

O u - n M i c r o - c l i m a t e

Once i ns ta l l ed Donaghys
Knitted Shade Cloth creates it 's
own micro-climate controlling

humid i t y and evapora t ion
with more even temperatures.
As a result vigorous growth is

promoted,
Aiany other uses

• Pe t /L i ves tock shc l te rs *Boa t /

Vehicle shelters
Tenn i s cou r t s

• Pool surrounds'Caravan annexes •Balcony'
Pat io sur rounds.

Give your plants maximum /irn/fit/HH., specify
Donaghys Superior Knitted Shade Cloth (The
A l l R o u n d ' P r o t e c t o r ) a n d b e a s s u r e d o f

Quality.

D O N A G H Y S
P E R F O R M A N C E F A B R I C S

Call our experts tor tunher intormation, technical specilkaiioits, pricing and orders, 'tall tree S IIKOII b5h Xhfi
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THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

ORCHID RECISTRATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1. Membership of ORAC
In ORAC Newsletter No. 1 notice was given of the intention to expand the

membership of the Committee to include overseas representation. The Society is
pleased to be able to report that the following individuals have now agreed to serve:
Mr G. McCraith (Australia), Dr A. Pridgeon (U.S.A.), Mr Syed Yusof Alsafoff
(Singapore) and Mr 0. Rollke (West Germany). It is hoped that in due course a
further member will be found to represent the substantial orchid interests in Japan,

2. Application Fee
The Society has been

concerned that the integrity
of the International Register
was being placed in jeopardy
by the adverse reaction of
many growers to the last
increase in the application
fee. As a consequence it
h a s c o n d u c t e d a f u n d
amental review of the way
i n w h i c h I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Orchid Regist rat ion is
financed and an announce
ment was made in the May
e d i t i o n o f t h e O r c h i d
Review to the effect that for

applications received from
1 June 1990 the fee would
b e r e d u c e d f r o m F i f t e e n

pounds ($A25) to Seven
pounds fifty ($A12.50). It
is hoped that this positive
response to the criticism
voiced by many growers
w i l l e n s u r e l i i a t t h e
international co-operation
required to maintain the
Register will be retaineil,

A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e

opportunity has been taken
t o i n d i c a t e t h a t i n f u t u r e
the a[)plication fee will be
r e f u n d e d w h e n , f o r w h a t
ever reason, an application

fa i l s . Refunds w i l l con t inue
to take the form of a credit
note, as at present.

3. Mailing address
for orchid registration

The mailing address for
all correspondence relating
to orchid registration has
been changed. In future all
applications should be sent
t o T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Orchid Registrar, PC Box
1 0 7 2 , F r o m e , S o m e r s e t
BAll 5NY, England and
not to the Society's address
i n L o n d o n .

4 . Publ icat ion of new
registrations

In order to give the
R e g i s t r a r m o r e l i m e t o
c o m p l e t e t h e t a s k o f
checking an<l amentling the
computerised data base,
ttionthly lists of new orchid
hybrids have not been
prepared for publication in
either the April or June
O r c h i d R e v i e w . T h e
process of registration is.
howe\'er, being maintained
and the publication backlog
will be made up later in the
y e a r .

5. Computerisation
o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Orchid Register

S i n c e O R A C N e w s l e t t e r
N o 1 w a s d i s t r i b u t e d t h e
Society has purchased a
P r i m e E X L U N I X

computer which will be
d e d i c a t e d s o l e l y t o
registration use. This has
r e l i e v e d t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e

pressure on tite Society's
o r i g i na l mach ine and
r e s u l t e d i n a d r a m a t i c

improvement in accc.ss and
respot ise t ime ibr or th id
registrat ion. Al l orchid
d a t a h a s n o w b e e n
t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e n e w

computer and at the same
time some anomalies in the
registration |)rogramme.s
h a v e b e e n c o r r e c t e d .

Inevitably this has meant
l i i a t t h e s c h e d u l e f o r

completion has been set
back and although the
dataload was completed in
good lime the correction of
k n o w n d a t a e r r o r s w a s h e l d

up by other technica l
problems. However, final
co r rec t i ons shou ld a l l have
been effected by 11 June at
which point the Registrar
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will finally abandon the
card index and process all
n e w a p p l i c a t i o n s
electronically.

I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t

many of these errors have
been brought to light by
the automatic programme
checks incorporated as part
of the data loading process.
M o s t a r i s e f r o m
information in the original
SLOH vo lume wh i ch had a

s u r | ) r i s i n g a m o u n t o f
incomplete, inconsistent or
i n a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n .
Irr i tat ing though these
delays may have been, ihev
h a v e e n a b l e d t h e
International Registration
Authority to establish a
m u c h m o r e a c c u r a t e
da tabase .

6. The marketing of
o r c h i d i n f o r m a t i o n

Although final details
are still to be agreed it is
e x p e c t e d t h a t a n e w
company will be formed to
m a r k e t o r c h i d i n f o r m a t i o n
supplied by the RHS from
the computerised Register.
D a t a w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e i n
t w o f o r m s , e i t h e r a s

compact di.scs for use on
personal computers (PC's)

or as hard copy (paper)
reports. The PC-based
system has been developed
independently in Australia
(by Messrs. Melrose and
Lobb) and comes with a
l u l l c o m p l e m e n t o f
reporting programmes. It
will be possible to request
al l or any part of the
Regis ter on d isc and
arrangements will be made
for regular updates. It is
i n t e n d e d t o l a u n c h t h e
R H S o r c h i d i n f o r m a t i o n
s y s t e m a t t h e W o r l d
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e i n
A u c k l a n d , w h e n f u r t h e r
detai ls of reports and
pricing will be available.
T h e A m e r i c a n O r c h i d

Society has agreed to be
responsible for the overall
market ing of both the
software and hard copy
reports and the company's
registered ofilce will be
ba.sed at Singapore Botanic
CJardens.

7 . I n t e r n a t i o n a l
O r c h i d C o m m i s s i o n

The IOC will be holding
a plenary' session at the
W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e .

Amongst other topics to be
r a i s e d t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Registrar will report on

reg is ra t ion mat ters in
g e n e r a l , t h e n e w
computerised RHS orchid
information system will be
i n t r o d u c e d a n d t h e r e w i l l
be proposa ls for new
publications.

Orchid Registration
Advisory Cominittce

June 1990
Btcausf of Conference and Auvrds

publtihing, this notice was not able to
be pub l i shed ear l ie r. Fd i to r

C L A S S I F I E D
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

Flower ing s ized, top qua l i ty
cyiiibidiuiiis for cut lit wcr or
showbench. tti each plus freight.
S e n d S . A . K . f u r l i s t t o :

H o u s e o f O r c h i d s , 1 4 5 M a n u k a
R o a d , ( fl e n fi d d , A u c k l . i n d 1 0 .
Ph (09) 444-9771

Beautiful, original and aceurate
painted orchid portraits by offieial
R.H.S. artist, M. I. Humphreys.
F r a m e d o r u n f r a m c d , . s e n d
S.A.F. for l ist to C. Ireland,
1 A n n e S t r e e t , D e v o n p o r t ,
Aueklaml 9 .

Graham R. Burr, 6 Ryder Place,
K a w e r a u , P h o n e : 0 - 7 6 ? 6 4 5 2 ,
Visits by appointment. Aussie
Dendrohiums etc. C{ iu leya.s
( m o s t l y m i n i s ) , E r . u i l a n t '
Oneidiums, and some sperics.
Small plants only, in l imited
numbers j>er var ie ty. Large
select ion. C^atalogues available

T H E O R C H I D A D V O C A T E
Official Journal of The Cymbidium Society of America, Inc.

P. O. Box 1289. Carpinteria, CA 93014 (805)-684-8066
A bi-monthlypublication with international coverage of Cyms., Faphs. and many other

cool-growing genera. Learn about growing from many world-famous authorities.
1 9 9 1 M E M B E R S H I P

$20.00 U. S. per year—U. S. surface mall or $37.00 U. S.—Air Mail to Europe.
$40.00 U. S.—Air Mall to Australia, New Zealand, Africa, Japan and Asia.

Subscription includes membership in The Cymbidium Soeicty of America. Pay to:
CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.

c/o Mrs. Richard Johnston, 6881 \\Tieeler Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 U. S.
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COMBINED ORCHID GROWERS
ANNUAL HAWKES BAY WEEKEND

a t S o u t h P a c i fi c O r c h i d s
1 s t & 2 n d J u n e 1 9 9 1

B A R G A I N S • A U C T I O N S • N E W R E L E A S E S
A N D T H O S E D O N U T S I

Do come and v is i t us
★ A N N M A R I E O R C H I D S ★ P O RT E R O R C H I D S
★ GEYSERLAND ORCHIDS ★ SOUTH PACIFIC ORCHIDS
★ P A P A A R D H A O R C H I D S ★ T U D D R O R C H I D S

& TOUCHWOOD BOOKS
Address; Oak Avenue, Taradale (Just beyond Park Island)

Hours: Saturday 1st June—9 am to 4 pm Sunday2nd June—9amto3pm

H E A T B O A R D S
Dennison Propogation Panels are SAFE and reliable.
As the N.Z. Distributor we deliver anywhere.
Panels are fully sealed fibreglass construction, waterproof.
Thermostatically controlled, perfectly safe, will not overheat.
No transformer required. 12 Months guarantee —

. 7 6 0 X 1 . 5 0 0 { 2 ' 6 " x 5 ' ) 1 2 5 w a t t s

. 6 1 0 x 1 . 2 0 0 { 2 ' x 4 ' ) 1 1 5 w a t t s

. 4 5 0 X 1 . 2 0 0 { 1 8 " X 4 ' ) 1 0 7 w a t t s

. 4 5 0 X 1 . 0 0 0 { 1 8 " X 3 ' 3 " ) 6 5 w a t t s
Club members receive bonus gift vouchers.

Send S.A.E. for prices — details to:

J o h n & M a x l n e S c o t t

145 Manuka Road, Glenfield
A u c k l a n d 1 0

Phone: (09) 444-9771
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# c O N F E R E N C E
O M M E N T S

w HAT SOME orchid society members had to say about the 13th World Orchid
Conference recently held in Auckland.

"On 4th September we left Invercargill for Blenheim. This was a start to a long
drive to Auckland. When we finally arrived in Auckland we called in to the show area
to see what we were in for. Lots of orchid societies were already there with their
backdrops and base materials building up what was to be the show in a few days time.

Seeing the Auckland Combined Orchid Societies' massive display being constructed
over four days was something I will remember for years to come. The display base was
a circular path which spiraled up to about ten feet in height then it spiraled down the
other side again. Above all this there was a silver canopy mirror of sixty eight
suspended sections which reflected lights all around them. It was spectacular even
before the plants were arranged.

a n d s a w d u s t t o b e u s e d a s

fi l l , and we were in the
w a y .

Upstairs was a chain of
people flat out putt ing
booklets and goodies into
s a t c h e l s r e a d y f o r
registrants, when they
arr ived to check in .

M o n d a y w a s
p r o g r a m m e d f o r t h e
Judging from 7.30 a.m. to
12 noon although some
didn ' t fin ish t i l l much la ter.
It was go, go, go, on your
feet all the time, taking
judges notes to another
group to sign, and then to
the computer people to
print the certificates for the
First, Second and Third's
in each class.

Displays took up three
h a l l s w h i c h i n f a c t
combined to make one big
area. Local orchid grower.
Coral Mathieson, took out

Southland Orchid Society display — 13 W.O.C.

A c t i v i t y w a s
everywhere. In one corner
the Bee Hive was being
b u i l t , m o u n t a i n s w e r e
rising up above the floor, a

paddle steamer arrived to
add to the maori canoes,
yacht and cars. Beer crates
were being delivered to
display bays as was bark
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the prize for the most
p o i n t s i n fl o r a l
arrangements. It was a
long way to take her work
but the joy and honour was
w o r t h t h e e f f o r t . W e

congratulate you Coral,
and we are very proud of
your talents.

Monday night's Official
Opening was open to all
registrants and this was
something. His Excellency,
t h e G o v e r n o r G e n e r a l

opened the conference.
Medals were given to
honour special people that
h a v e d o n e a l o t f o r
orchiding in New Zealand.
Ta l k a b o u t f o o d ! A l l t h e
different kinds that you can
think of were there, whole
sheep, pigs and deer had
been spit roasted; you Just
ate as much as you wanted,
while chatting with people
f r o m a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d .
T h e r e w e r e s o m e t h a t

managed to take the odd
photos between snacks.

T h e s h o w i t s e l f w a s

something different. Most
orchid growers in New
Z e l a n d h a v e n ' t s e e n o n e
like it for years. I reckon it
was a great week. The
beauty of those 4 million
orchids displayed, and the
t r e a s u r e d m e m o r i e s a r e

going to stay with us for
y e a r s .

Badge Corner was very
active in its own way from
an early stage. People were
exchang ing o r se l l i ng
badges, almost to the stage
of fighting over new ones
as they arrived. A hive of

a c t i v i t y w h i c h n e v e r
seemed to stop while there
w e r e ' p i n s ' t o s w a p .
Badges were worn on hats,
vests, scarves and jackets.

T h e r e w a s l o t s t o b e
learnt from seeing and
hea r i ng t he ove rseas
s p e a k e r s , w i t h t h e i r
knowledge to hand on to
the orchid growers that
were keen to pick up as
much as possible. They
were very much down to
earth with plain talk to suit
e v e r y o n e .

H o m e e n t e r t a i n m e n t o n

Wednesday evening was
very much 'getting to know
your overseas guests'. We
had a chap from America
and a lady from Australia.
They enjoyed themselves,
even in our small motel, as
w e t a l k e d a b o u t o r c h i d
collections and experiences
i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s a n d
d i f f e r e n t g r o w i n g
c o n d i t i o n s .

New Zealand Night was
scheduled for Thursday. I
was not impressed with the
m e a l a t a l l . T h e N e w
Z e a l a n d E x p o w a s
something to see and it was
we l l wor th the e f fo r t .

S o m e w e n t t o t h e
B r e a k f a s t F o r u m s t h a t
added a bit of taste to what
w a s c o v e r e d e l s e w h e r e ,

subjects were wr i ters,
photography, commercial
growers, judging to list a
f e w . T h e s e f o r u m s w e r e

very interesting. The hour
seemed to pass ve ry
quickly.

The Banquet at the new
A o t e a C e n t r e w a s a
f a r e w e l l t o o u r o v e r s e a s

guests. It was another
chance t o mee t t he o r ch i d
c o n t a c t s t h a t w e h a d m e t

during the conference.
One more day and it was

a l m o s t o v e r . T h o s e

wanting to buy souvenirs
h a d t h e c h o i c e o f s w e a t
sh i r t s , pens , spoons ,
badges, books, and key
rings, to list a few. Others
that didn't buy conference
souvenirs, bought orchid
flasks or plants to take
home, while a few people
took a lot of photographs to
l o o k o n o n c e i t w a s a l l o v e r .

O n b e h a l f o f t h e O r c h i d

Soc ie t y o f Sou th land
members, I would like to
congratulate the Orchid
Council of New Zealand,
in conjunction with the
N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d

Society for all the hard
work o f p lann ing and
organisation that went on
to produce a successful
woe. Most enjoyable and
m e m o r a b l e . "

T a r r a s M c D o n a l d

Southland Orchid Society

"Size and Variety
T h e t w o a c r e s o f

e x h i b i t i o n s p a c e a t
Auckland Expo Centre
w e r e fi l l e d w i t h a n
unforget tab le mass o f
orchids of many genera in
over 150 displays.

Highlights were:
The Logan Brewer (of

C o m m o n w e a l t h G a m e s

Opening Ceremony fame)
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d e s i g n e d c o m b i n e d
Auckland Societies display.
I t w a s a m o u n t a i n o f
orchids with the uncurling
K o r u , l o g o o f w o e ,
suggested by the curving
w a l k w a y t h r o u g h t h e
display which was renected
in the silver canopy.

T h e 1 9 9 0 l o g o o f
o rch ids .

Sun Valley Orchids 19i)0 Lu{((>

The quarantine area
where orchid.s from many
o v e r s e a s c o u n t r i e s w e r e

displayed.

Disp lays f rom many
societies throughout New
Z e a l a n d .

T h e m i n i a t u r e t r a i n

circling the masdevallia
mountain and travelling
through a tunnel decorated
w i t h D r a c u l a o r c h i d s .

A screeen of pictures
m a d e f r o m d r i e d o r c h i d
fl o w e r s .

Orchid photographs and
paintings.

C o l o u r

A l l t h e c o l o u r s o f t h e
rainbow were mingling and

m e r g i n g t o f o r m a
kaleidoscope of colour
which was repeated like
rippling waves throughout
t h e e x h i b i t i o n .

People
Sir Paul Reeves ofTicially

opening the WOO.
D a m e K a t h T i z a r d a n d

D a m e K i r i T e K a n a w a

rece iv ing bouquets o f
o rch ids named a f te r t hem.

Andy Easton, President
o f O r c h i d C o u n c i l o f N . Z .

winning the Champion
bloom Cymbidium Gladys
W h i t e s e l l ' T h e C h a r m e r ' .

2,200 registrants from
43 count r ies .

35,000 people who came
to see the orchids.

L e c t u r e s

Covering a wide range of
topics and delivered by
speakers from all over the
w o r l d , w e r e s o w e l l
attended that a larger
venue had to be h i red . "

Nelson Orchid Society

" W o w . B r i l l i a n t .
F a n t a s t i c . W r o u g h t .
Shame. Rigged. Some of
the words used to descr ibe
the Con fe rence .

F r o m t h e m o m e n t w e
entered the Expo Centre
a n d s a w t h e s h e e r s i z e o f
the interior, until the last
s c r e w w a s r e m o v e d f r o m
the d i sp lay, i t was a
k a l e i d o s c o p e o f
impressions, faces, hard
work, aching limbs; it was
an experience not often

seen in this part of the
w o r l d .

The society display was
prefabricated at Tawa and
transported to Auckland.
W e w e n t t o o u r s i t e a n d
un loaded the t ruck , and
cons t ruc t i on s ta r ted a lmos t
immediately. By 2pm the
two of us had constructed a
beehive about 6m high.
The scale of the building
made our model look l ike a

pimple on the rear end.
Friday: saw the completion
of the touchups. All work
was finished by 2pm.

Jeff Anderson arrived
with a van load of plants
and the setup began in
e a r n e s t . T h e a r r i v a l o f a
.second van load of plants
under the steerage of Brian
and Irene Cropp meant
( h a t s e r i o u s w o r k w a s i n
store. Kevin, Jeff and
myself stayed at Ponsonby
F i r e S t a t i o n w h e r e K e v i n

kept the duty crew awake
all night pretending to be a
chain saw! The computer
w a s w o r k i n g u n t i l
11.45pm,

Sunday: the rest of the
plants arrived by car and
the job of selecting plants
forjudging was started and
t h e l i s t w a s s u b m i t t e d f o r

printing by the Conference
organisers. All displays are
n o w i n t h e h a l l s a n d t h e

perception of scale is now
normal ised . Our Beeh ive i s
the second tallest display,
with Auckland display's
helix topping all, It was
s u g g e s t e d t l i a t t h e
Auckland display cost
$30,000 to mount.
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Shatterproof Horticultural Cladding
for Quality Light Distribution

Ouroilte f cladding is designed to diffuse light
evenly in all directions, reduce crop burning and
ensure plants get the health giving light thev
need for growth,
The glass fibres in Durolite act as prisms and
refract the tight. The result is quality, natural
light diffused evenly in all directions.
Solve your crop protection problems with
D u r o l i t e f .
Add to this the fact that Durol i te f needs less
s t ruc tu ra l f r am ing and g laz ing ba rs , i s
compet i t i ve ly p r i ced , tough, sha t te r p roo f and
has excellent weathering properties and you
can see why it's fast becoming the logical
choice of growers al l over New Zealand.

N O W A V A I L A B L E I N :
★ C L E A R

★ T R A N S L U C E N T O R C H I D

★ O P U L E S C E N T S T A N D A R D
★ W O O L S T O R E

Gel better crop
protection today.
Ask for our
comprehensive
Duro l i te Brochure .

G r e e n h o u s e

W e a t h e r b o a r d

W /

FLET^CHEf^ (^IMONL
Y O U R H O RT I C U LT U R A L F R A M I N G

A N D C O V E R I N G S P E C I A L I S T S

P.O. Box 11339
Eilerslie
A u c k l a n d
P h o n e : ( 0 9 ) 5 9 5 - 0 1 9
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M o n d a y : a n d t h e
j u d g i n g , a n d w i i h
something like 1000 people
in the halls all trying to get
at the same exhib i t . I t was
h u m o r o u s a t t i m e s w i t h
some of the judges antics
c a u s i n g m y s e l f s o m e
a m u s e m e n t . J u d g i n g
carried on all day.

The opening ceremony
on Monday n igh t was
subdued but very good
with Sir Paul and Lady
R e e v e s , D a m e C a t h
T i z a r d , D a m e K i r i l e
Kanawa, Donna Craig and
others in the official party
together w i th approx
imately 2,500 registrants
and partners in the Logan
Campbell Theatre. Special
G o l d m e d a l s w e r e
p r e s e n t e d t o t h r e e
p r o m i n e n t o r c h i d i s t s ,
George Fuller amongst
t h e m . A w h o l e s e r i e s o f

barbeques were scattered
around the halls and trays
full of glasses of wine were
ava i l ab le .

Tuesday: Registrants
v iewing, renewing o ld
a c q u a i n t a n c e s a n d
seeing/meeting new ones
was the order of the day.
The commerc ia l sa les a rea
w a s a v a i l a b l e b u t n o t

opened officially.
Wednesday: Open to the

public. The halls seemed to
be very crowded, but this
was eventually the quietest
day public wise.

Thu rsday : Same as
Wednesday, the lecture
programme in full swing.
A New Zealand night was
h e l d i n t h e N . Z . P a v i l l i o n .

A v i s i t o r was ove rhea rd t o
remark that it was the most

expensive steak sandwich
she had ever had at $65.00.

Friday: I went fishing
and caught two tree trout,
E a r i n a m u c r o n a t a a n d

Drymoanthus adversus. But
came back for the Scot t ish
O r c h i d S o c i e t y
presentation for the 1993
C o n f e r e n c e .

Saturday: Final lectures.
At night the banquet, a
glittering affair held in the
Kupe Room at the Aotea
C e n t r e . B y n o w t h e

1̂

commerc ia l sa les a rea was

carrying out a roar ing
trade, several hundred
p e r s o n s l o o k i n g o r
discussing relative merits
of plants. Two stalls are
selling books and both are
p o p u l a r. I t i s a l m o s t
i m p o s s i b l e t o g e t a
conference badge now and
the sharks are prepared to
o f f e r t h e i r s o u l f o r s o m e

badges. A masdeval l ia
group badge is rumoured
to have changed hands for
$ 2 0 0 . 0 0 .

Sunday: Chaos. It is
raining outside, but plenty

Wellington Orchid Societies* 'Beehive* display — 13 W.O.C.
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of people came to the show
and the rain cleared away
l a t e r . H o b b y i s t s a n d
growers are bargaining for
plants or waiting for the
4pm reduction to begin,
but this generally did not
eventuate. Come 6pm and
the societies are permitted
to remove their plants and
dismantle displays. It is
sheer chaos—trucks, vans,
trailers all lined up at the
doors for loading and
everyone trying to clear the
building.

J a n e t d e p a r t s f o r
Hamilton about 8.30pm,
Jeff and myself return to
Ponsonby Fire Stat ion
about 10pm and star t
looking for a restaurant for
t e a .

Monday: Up at 5.30am,
Jeff is away at 6.15am for
Wellington. I return to the
centre to dispose of the
display, finally departing
for Wellington at 9am.

Our display caused quite
a bit of good humoured
b a n t e r , b u t a l s o w e
r e c e i v e d a l o t o f
c o m p l i m e n t s f o r t h e
imaginative use of the
Beehive as a d isp lay
format. Thank you to the
members who provided
248 plants. We put up 22
plants forjudging,, gaining
one 1st. three 2nds and two
3 r d s .

We all made a good
impression on the rest of
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d t h e
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e t , a n d
overall the feeling was an
enjoyable event worth
seeing." Gordon Sylvester

Wellington Orchid Society

Spec ia l i n te res t Even t :

i n t e r n a t i o n a l O d o n t A l l i a n c e
Get Together & Dinner I3th woc

Eigh ty - th ree peop le
including a good number of
our members and their wives
attended the get together
which was followed by an
e x c e l l e n t m e a l . A f t e r a
c o n f u s e d s t a r t w h e n o u r
venue was a l located to the

Glaswegians and the meeting
s h i f t e d w i t h o u t n o t i c e t o
Ale.xandra Park next door, we
arrived to find our meal had
been prepared early! The
caterer kindly delayed the
meal and we were able to hold
a discussion in an adjourning
r o t ) m .

A wide range of topics were
d i s c u s s e d w i t h B r u c e
C o b b l e d i c k o f C a l i f o r n i a
acting as chairman. He
s m n o u n c e d t h a t t h e U S
Odont AUumce were putting
o u t a b ( X ) k o n t h e O d o n t
A l l i a n c e b u t i t h a d t a k e n
longer than exp>ected to
pixxduce. His su^estion of a
quarterly international news
letter (edited in turn by 4
geographic groups) was
discussed there and again
over dinner with no decisions
reached. The)' an' having
trouble pnxlucing tN\-o issues a
year by themselves!

Cul tu re o f odonts a t the
Eric Young Orchid Centre
was commented on by Alan
M o o n w h o s a i d t h e i d e a l
minimum temperature was
15° C — which was greeted
with disbelief by Australians
a j id New Zea landers ! Non-

proliferation of seedlings in
flasks can Ix* aided by lower
temperatures, less light, better
air breathers in flasks, softer
m e d i a a n d m o r e d i l u t e

nutrients—according to
Gcrardus Staal (USA) and
others. Polyploidy and
aneuploidy are also though to
be causes of proliferation. A
mixture of NZ treefern fibre
and bark is proving a worth
while potting mix overseas.
Dr WziUy Thomas of Canada
enthused over Rockwool and

perlite as a potting mix for
o d o n t s .

Questions and answers lli-w
t h i c k a n d f a s t u n t i l w e

reluctantly withdrew to the
dining room and enjoyed one
o f t h e b e s t m e a l s o f t h e
Conferena'. If you didn't
enjoy the evening it was
pn)bably because you weren't
t h e r e .

NZ Odotoglossuni Alliance
N e w s i c l t e r 1 : 3



DONATIONS TO COLOUR FUND

Thank you all for your generosity It all helps In making this a more colourful magazine.
E d i t o r

Robin Pocklington N o r t h l a n d M r s H . K i n s e l l a Whangarei
M r s M . R o b e r t s A u c k l a n d M r D . G . L a n e Whangarei
D r D a v i d H . B r o w n M i s s o u r i U S A M r D . G . I s l e s Pa lmers ton Nor th
M r S . B a t c h e l o r N S W A u s t r a l i a MissJ. Freeth Pa lmers ton Nor th
H i r o k a z u I k e d a S o u t h N o r a N S W M r s B . A . P a t e r s o n G o r e

M r s A . F . S m a r t Wellington M r s M a u r e e n R u s s S t r a t f o r d

P . E . C a b l e Wellington P. R. & P. Ellingford Lyttelton
P a u l i n e H a k k e n s R a u m a t i S o u t h Mr & Mrs R.J. Hills Wellington
M r s M . L a k e Mt. Maunganui M r s G . W o o t t o n C h r i s t c h u r c h

K.J. Rasmussen A u c k l a n d George Boulton Cambridge
Mrs J. M. Shayler Whangarei Miss M. D. Lyon H a a s t

P. M. Pegram F r a s e r t o w n M r s R . D r e w New Plymouth
Shirley Boumeester A u c k l a n d M r s K . H e a l New Plymouth
G . A . H a w k i n s L e v i n M . G . M a c D o n a l d Pa lmers ton Nor th
M r s P . C . S u e B lenhe im Mr Reg Smithers Pa lmers ton Nor th
M r S . N i c o l Wanganui M r A . B l u m h a r d t Whangarei
Mrs j. Kirker Wellington M r R . W . B u r t o n New Plymouth
Mr R. Scotney M a n a w a t u M r & M r s K . R . C o k e r A u c k l a n d

W A R K W O R T H & D I S T R I C T O R C H I D C L U B M r s E . A n d e r s o n K a w a r a u

Lynn Gibbs M a r t o n G . R . B u r r K a w a r a u

D. M. Logan A u c k l a n d R . W . M a c D o n a l d Wanganui
M r s M . S i n c l a i r Dargaville H. &J. Cox R o t o r u a

j. T. Finch W a i u k u Mrs C. A. Phillips T c A w a m u t u

M r s G . B . B l a i n T o k o r o a M r G . B . F o r d e r T o k o r o a

W . E , W o o d L o w e r H u t t M r & M r s F . E . C h u b b S t r a t f o r d

M r s M . H . E . M c N a m a r a P u k e k o h e MrsJ. M. Wells N e l s o n

M r C . B . P r i t c h a r d W h a k a t a n e Mr L. Fitzgerald G i s b o r n e

E . H o b b s A u c k l a n d Rev K. C. Thompson B l e n h e i m

Phyllis Purdie Wellington MrsJ. E. Walker S t r a t f o r d
M r N . M a c L e a n Wellington M r s V . G . W a l t e r Wellington
Mrs C. E. Hopping W a i u k u M r s V . B a r n e t t L e v i n

J. Cassie Whenuapia M r s N . G a t e h o u s e R u a w a i

Mr N. L. Heemeyer Napier M r K . S h e r l o c k O t a k i

T. W. &J. K. Austin Papatoetoe Mrs Betty P. Thorn N e l s o n

M r s G . M . B o w m a n Dargaville Mr F. L. Riley Wellington
M r s L . K e n c h R a u m a t i B e a c h M r s K . P a r n e l l R a u m a t i S o u t h

D . R . C a m e r o n L e v i n M r C . S . L a u d e r Greymouth
M r s L . M . A n s e l l G a m a r u M r G . F o x New Plymouth
M r s M . C o n n o r O t a k i W . R . L o m a s Whangarei
M r F . Z u m b u h l New Plymouth N . Z . O . S . f o r C o n f e r e n c e Report Colour
M i s s W e b s t e r G i s b o r n e

D E A D L I N E S - O R C H I D S I N N . Z .

O c t o b e r i s s u e :
Advertising 21 Apr. Editorial 1 Aug. Advertising 21 Aug.

D e c e m b e r i s s u e :
Advertising 21 June. Editorial 1 Oct. Advertising 21 Oct.

J u n e i s s u e :
Editorial 1 Apr.
August issue:
Editor ial 1 June.
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T h e C r u c i fi x O r c h i d

Epidendrum ibaguense

The bulbs of this particular epidendrum may be as high as 1.6 metres and no morethan 25 mm in circumference. The stems of the plants of this group have alternate
rows of light green, thick, firm leaves 75 to 100 mm long by about 25 mm wide, that
remain in good condition on the plants for several seasons. The leaves are about 60 mm
apart in the rows. They start near the base of the stem and continue up to where it
starts to narrow and lengthen in preparation for producing a head of numerous star-
shaped, long lasting flowers approximately 25 mm wide. These are produced in
succession for months at a time, even years in the case of some hybrids when growing
in idea l cond i t i ons .

The i nd i v i dua l flowers o f
the heads are presented
upside down—thus the
l a b e l l u m i s s t a n d i n g
upright. The lip is three
l o b e d , g i v i n g t h e
appearance of a prominent
miniature cross. The plants
of this group are often
r e f e r r e d t o a s c r u c i fi x
o r c h i d s b e c a u s e o f t h e s e
charac te r i s t i cs .

Epidendrum Buindii. Grower: Perry Keichardt — 13 W.O.C.

P l a n t s c a n b e o b t a i n e d
with red, orange, lavender,
yellow, pink, rose, fuschia,
purple or white flowers.
Many intermediate shades
of these various colours are
a l s o t o b e f o u n d i n t h e
fl o w e r s .

Plants of this group are
among the eas ies t o f
orchids to grow, if planted
i n s h e l t e r e d , s u n n y
positions away from heavy
frost areas. Of this group
t h e r e a r e b o t h d w a r f a n d
tall growing plants. The
dwarf growing ones (600
mm-1 metre) will make
attractive specimens if
planted in garden beds.
They are also good plants

G 1



for mass bedding or for pot
cultivation. By breaking
the rhizome (back-cutting)
w h e r e p o s s i b l e , o n
established plants they can
be grown and multiplied
within two or three years to
produce up to 25 heads of
fl o w e r s a t o n e t i m e .

These plants can be kept
in good condit ion and
flowering at this rate for
several years by pruning
e a c h s t e m b a c k w h e n t h e
flower head has completely
died. If prolonged adverse
w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s a r e

experienced, the heads
may temporarily cease
flowering, even the buds
may drop, but if the tip of
the s tem remains a l i ve ,
w h e n i d e a l w e a t h e r
c o n d i t i o n s r e t u r n , b u d s
show up again and flowers
will be produced.

O f t e n a n o f f - s h o o t w i l l
s t a r t a n o t h e r h e a d o f

flowers. Do not be hasty
with pruning as it may
c a u s e t h e l o s s o f fl o w e r s .
When pruning is finally
decided upon, cut the stem
b a c k t o w i t h i n a b o u t 1 0 0
m m o f i t s b a s e . T h i s c o u l d
cause a new, strong stem to
star t f rom near the base of
the pruned stem, thus
keeping the leading section
strong, dwarf and young.

A l l h e a d s o f fl o w e r s w i l l
not finish at the same time.

By frequent pruning of
plants needing attention, a
plant can be grown to
produce many heads of
fl o w e r s m o s t o f t h e t i m e

d u r i n g i d e a l g r o w i n g
conditions. Mixing plants

Top; P. Reichardl's cpidendrum display — 13 W.O.C.
Botlom: Epidendrum Nebo

o f s e v e r a l d i s t i n c t c o l o u r s
i n o n e s m a l l s e c t i o n o f a
flower bed or in a pot will
m a k e a p l e a s i n g
a r r a n g e m e n t .

Be ve ry su re when
selecting pieces of plants
for this work, to get them
from plants of s imi lar
height and growing habit.
The tall growing plants are
good for sunny positions in
garden areas as low hedges
or perhaps to hide some
ugly background. Plant
them about 450 mm apart,
i n t w o o r t h r e e r o w s i n a

b e d 6 0 0 m m t o 1 m e t r e
wide. They will grow to
a b o u t 1 . 6 m e t r e s t a l l a n d
flower there i f grown,
s t a k e d a n d t r a i n e d

correctly. If left alone the
stems often send out aerial

growth from near the top.
These growths will raise
the plants another 300 mm
or more in height and will
flower. Such plant ings
need very little attention
when established to keep
them tidy and they give a
br i l l iant show of flowers for
a long t ime. The pot
growers should be planted
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in semi-terrestia] growing
m e d i u m t o w h i c h a n
additional 10% of sharp
r i v e r s a n d i s a d d e d . P l a n t s

growing in garden areas
should be planted in light,
rich, well drained sandy
l o a m .

Epidendrums are subject
t o a t t a c k s o f f u n g u s
diseases—they are also
attacked by insect and scale
pests so they must be
t reated regu lar ly w i th

fungicides and insecticides,
as are other orchids, to
keep them healthy and
c l e a n .

They are quite easy to
manage as far as moisture
is concerned. If they are
kept fully moist, in well
d r a i n e d s o i l m o s t o f t h e
time during the warm to
hot months, and reason
ably dry much of the time
during the cold winter
months they will be well

cared for in regard to
moisture requirements.

M a n y fl o r i s t s u s e
cpidendrum flowers, even
though smal l , in their
'make -up ' work . For
home displays it is better to
p l u c k t h e i n d i v i d u a l
fl o w e r s t o u s e i n s h a l l o w
fl o a t b o w l s . ^

F r o m t h e A u c k l a n d

O r c h i d C l u b B u l l e t i n

by Ralf Handcock

Rcspray every 10 days
for 3 weeks.

Keep misted but on
the dry side until new
root growth is seen.

Reply to
John Ci i i l ianc I

A reply by Jean Allen of Te Atatu to John ^
GilHland's aliceara problem.

Unfortunately, because of space limitations this
could not be published last month. Editor

John Gilliland's problem
with his Aliceara sounds like
t h e o l d f a m i l i a r r o o t r o t
caused by either rhizoctoria
or fusarium spp. fungal
i n f e c t i o n s . T h e s e r o t s
attack through unprotected
cuts on newly separated
b u l b s , a n d t r i m m e d o r
damaged roo ts . They
exude tox ins which wi l l k i l l
loots, prevent plants from
absorbing water and the
plants will decline and die.

Sometimes only the old
bulb wi l l d ie . but o f ten the
whole plant will become
affected. The decline may
be rapid or over a long
period.

T r e a t m e n t
• Remove p lan t f rom

pot—cut off all bulbs
t h a t h a v e l o s t t h e i r

substance. You may be
left with only a back
bulb or small piece!

• S o a k i n s o l u t i o n o f

Benlate of Caplan (as
per directions). Agitate
i n t h e s o l u t i o n

(powders will settle to
' h e b o t t o m i f n o t
agitated and will not
be effective). Don't
soak in fungicide for
.several days, about 20
minu tes w i l l su l fice .

• Repot in sterilized pot
a n d m e d i a .

Keep your eye on these
p lan ts . F lowers o f
Sulphur may be put on
c u t s u r f a c e s !

An Aliceara {Brassia,
Miltonia oncidium) likes
moderate temperatures
and more light than odonts!
Hang them up where they
will get a good breeze and
e v e n a l i t t l e a f t e r n o o n o r

morning sunlight. Do not
let the compost become
stale, do not over or under
water, do not over or under
feed! Spray with a good
preventat ive fung ic ide
monthly.

I hope this will be of help
to you. Unfortunately a lot
o f t h e O n c i d i i n a e A l l i a n c e
s u c c u m b t o t h e s e r o t s
because we think all of this

group should be grown wet
and cold. We need to study
the individual makeup of
these plants.
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Diary Dates 1991
A p r i l
Saturday 20th, 12.00 - 5.00 p.m.
Sunday 21st, 10.00 - 4.00 p.m.
SOCIETY; Bay of Plenty Orchid Society
VENUE: Te Puke High School Hall
ADDRESS: Tui Street, Te Puke
CONTACT: P. O. Box 478, Te Puke

M a y
Saturday 4th, Sunday 5th
SOCIETY: Capital City Orchid Society
VENUE: Evans Bay Intermediate School
ADDRESS: Kemp St, Kilbirnie, Wellington

June
Friday 7th, running on to Monday 10th
SOCIETY: Tropical Qtland Orchid Council
V E N U E : S h i r e H a l l
ADDRESS: Ingham, Queensland, Australia
CONTACT: PO Box 109, Ingham 4850

Queensland, Australia

Saturday 8th, Sunday 9th
SOCIETY: North Shore Orchid Society
V E N U E : R e c r e a t i o n H a l l
ADDRESS: Bute Rd, Browns Bay, Auckland

Ju ly
Saturday 6th 10.00 - 5.00 p.m.
Sunday 7th 10.00 - 4.00 p.m.
SOCIETY: Wellington Orchid Society
VENUE: St Orans College Hall
ADDRESS: High Street, Lower Hutt
CONTACT: Convenor, Doug Nelson

Phone (04) 783-901

Saturday 20th
SOCIETY: Hawkes Bay Orchid Society
VENUE: St John's Ambulance Hal l
ADDRESS: Napier Road, Havelock North
CONTACT: Ian Jenkins, Ph. (06)843-9245

August
Friday 30th, Saturday 31st August
Sunday 1st September
SOCIETY: North Shore Orchid Society
V E N U E : A . T . I .
ADDRESS: Akoranga Drive, Takapuna

A u c k l a n d

Saturday 31st August, Sunday 1st September
SOCIETY: Otago Orchid Club
V E N U E : S t . P e t e r ' s C h u r c h H a l l
ADDRESS: Cnr Hi l ls ide Rd & Eiastboume St

D u n e d i n

September
Saturday 7th 10.00 - 5.00 p.m.
Sunday 8th 10.00 - 4.00 p.m.
SOCIETY: Kapit i Orchid Society
VENUE: Southwards Museum Complex
ADDRESS: Paraparaumu

Friday 13th, Saturday 14th
SOCIETY: Hibiscus Coast Orchid Society

Friday 13th, Saturday 14th, Sunday 15th
SOCIETY: Hawkes Bay Orchid Society
V E N U E : C e n t e n n i a l H a l l

ADDRESS: McLean Park, Napier
CONTACT: Ian Jenkins, Ph. (06) 843 9245

13th - 19th September
S O C I E T Y : 1 2 t h A u s t r a l i a n O r c h i d C o n f
VENUE: Grandstand, Ascot Racecourse
ADDRESS: City of Belmont, Perth, WA
CONTACT: Mrs B. Burnett, Conf. Sec.,

PO Box 1050, Morley,
WA 6062 Ph (09) 377-6781

Friday 27th, Saturday 28th, Sunday 29th
SOCIETY: Nightcliffe Orchid Society
V E N U E : A R A F U R A O R C H I D

CONFERENCE; Australia
ADDRESS: 7 Thrush Court, Wulagi 0812

Darwin, Northern Ter, Austredia

O c t o b e r

Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th
SOCIETY: Wanganui Orchid Society
VENUE: Wanganui Boys College Hall
ADDRESS: Ingestre Street, Wanganui

Friday 12th, Saturday 12th, Sunday 13th
SOCIETY: Nelson Orchid Society
V E N U E : S t o k e M e m o r i a l H a l l
A D D R E S S : S t o k e
CONTACT: P.O. Box 2006, Stoke, Nelson

Labour Weekend—Saturday 26th llam-5pm
Sunday 27th 10am-4.30pm

SOCIETY: Wairarapa Orchid Circle
VENUE: McGregor Ha l l , Master ton
ADDRESS: Cnr Dixon & Worksop Roads

Masterton, (Opp. Wool worths)

January 1992
Monday 20th running through to Sunday 26th
S O C I E T Y : 4 t h A s i a P a c i fi c O r c h i d C o n f
VENUE: Maejo Institute of Agric. Tech.
ADDRESS: Maejo Inst of Agric. Technology
CONTACT: Maejo, Chiang Mai 50290,

T h a i l a n d

6 4



WE HAVE FOUR VACANCIES
ON OUR TOUR TO PERTH 1991

Highlights are;
12th Australian Orchid Conference — 13 - 19 September
Four day Wildflower Tour
Full day tour Perth and Fremantle
Swan River Cruise
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA - Me lbou rne
Full day tour — orchid growers around Melbourne

including Clive Halls (Mt. Beenak)
Half day Melbourne sightseeing
18 day duration — fully escorted

$500 Deposit will secure a position on the Perth Tour.

GLASGOW - APRIL 1993
VISIT YOUR TAMIL Y AND FRIENDS IN ENGLAND

JOIN US ON THE APRIL 1993- 14th WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE TOUR

Highlights are:
14th Wor ld Orch id Conference
Che lsea F lower Show
18 Day European Tour visiting Holland, Germany,

Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Austria, Italy, France
Visit Eric Young Foundation, Jersey
English Gardens
Stopovers at Los Angelos and Singapore 2-3 days
Six weeks duration — This tour is being arranged

for you to stay on longer in England if you wish
and visit with family and friends.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST IN THE GLASGOW TOUR NOW

Syd & Joy Wray, Box 489, Whangarei
ANN MARIE ORCHIDS — new listing is now available. If you are not on our

mailing list, please send for a copy. It's free.




