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OF WELCOME. HISTORY, BOOKS AND US

I ■'o all orchid growers from far and wide, welcome.
We lcome to New Zea land , we l come to Auck land , we l come to t h i s

magazine, Orchids in New Zealand, and welcome to the conference, the 13th World
Orchid Conference, an international event being held in this country for the first time.
With New Zealand recognising 150 years of European settlement, it is appropriate that
we all celebrate with this gathering of orchid growing friends from around the world.

In pre-European times,
orchids were appreciated in
New Zealand for the i r food
value by the Maoris. The
tubers of gastrodia (the
p o t a t o o r c h i d ) a n d
orthoceras, for example,
formed a part of their diet.

I t w a s w i t h t h e s t a r t o f

European settlement that
serious study and descrip
t i on o f ou r na tu ra l o r ch ids
c o m m e n c e d . F a t h e r a n d

son botanists J. R. and J.
G . A . F o s t e r v i s i t e d t h i s

c o u n t r y w i t h C a p t a i n
James Cook in 1773. They
collected and subsequently
d e s c r i b e d i n 1 7 7 6 t h e fi r s t

N.Z. orchid Theiymitra
longifolia. Over the ensuing
years, more and more were
identified, people such as
Robert Brown,Cunningham,
Hooker, Cheeseman, and
Colenso describing many
genera and species during
the l a t te r pan o f t he
nineteenth century. Even
the great botanist Charles
Darwin visited this country
for a short period, and in
cluded a description of
pollination systems of our
native pterostylis in his
w o r k , T h e V a r i o u s

e d i t o r i a l

O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d
E d i t o r :

P . C . T o m i i n s o n
1 4 P u t n a m S t r e e t

N o r t h l a n d

Wellington 5, N.Z.

Contrivances by which Orchids
are Fertilised by Insects, based
on information provided
by Cheeseman.

W e o f t e n t h i n k t h a t
o r c h i d e n t h u s i a s m i s a
modern a ffl ic t ion , bu t in
the Lyt t le ion Times of
March 8, 1883, under the
heading correspondence,
the following appeared:-

" N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d s —

Sir, Will you, or one of your
readers who possess infor
mation on the subject, be
good enough to give in your
column a list of the native
orchids of New Zealand,
and their habitats, mention
ing which of them will grow
i n t h e o p e n a i r i n
ChristchuTch". ★

A search of subsequent
i s s u e s r e v e a l e d n o f u r t h e r
i n f o r m a t i o n . i

Into the present century,
Cheeseman, Rupp and
H a t c h c o n t i n u e d t h e t r a d i
tion. The publication in I
1981 of Dorothy Cooper's '

b o o k N e w Z e a l a n d N a t i v e
Orchids — A Field Guide and
the subsequent formation
of the Native Orchid Study
Group has given a modern
impetuous for their further
study. There is now a small
but enthusiastic group ac
t i ve ly invo lved in the
detailed study, conserva
t i o n a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n

mapping of these plants.

h I t e m s u p p l i e d b y K e n
Christie, Wellington.
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T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e

large flowered hybrid and
t r o p i c a l o r c h i d s i s
something that has not
b e e n w e l l r e c o r d e d . T h e
B o n h a m ' s o f A u c k l a n d
h a v e u n d e r t a k e n s u b s t a n
t i a l r e s e a r c h o n t h i s
history, and this story will
soon be told in a special
h i s t o r i c a l r e v i e w a v a i l a b l e
at the Conference.

T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f
o r c h i d s o c i e t i e s h a s e n

couraged the development
of this hobby over the
years. The New Zealand
Orchid Society was the first
to be established, in 1948,
with a significant expan
sion of such groups in the
late 1970's to early 1980's.
Each provided a forum for
t h e d i s c u s s i o n , m u t u a l
support and exchange of
information, plus an op
portunity to display the
flowers. Many produced
newsletters—from a single
page to quite sophisticated
e f f o r t s . S h o w s b e c a m e a
regular feature, attracting
a wider range of people to
appreciate these plants.
T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f
specialist orchid nurseries
a l s o e n c o u r a g e d t h e
development of the hobby.
For many years it was the
cymbidium that had pride
of place; more recently the
'other' genera have assum
ed increasing importance.
Apart from the newsletters,
only a few serious books
have been publi.shed in this
country on the main orchid
groups. Jim James has pro
duced two, including The
New Zealand Orchid Grower.

The Well ington Orchid
Society has published a
series of cultural guides on
specific genera, with over
45,000 copies now in print,
inc lud ing an amaz ing
35 ,000 cop ies o f the
Cymbidium Guide. From be
ing rare plants, orchids are
now widely recognised and
appreciated throughout the
country, with their culture
generally of a high stan
dard. I t has been said that
this country has one of the
highest percentages of ac
tive orchid growers of any
country in the world.

With change being a fact
o f m o d e r n l i f e , o r c h i d
growing is also facing a
challenging future. It is an
important recreationd and
retirement hobby, and the
opportunity to make con
tac t w i th fe l low enthus ias ts

throughout the world is
something we all should
take fullest advantage of.
Here is an opportunity that
c a n n o t b e m i s s e d . To a l l o w

us all to gain the greate.st
advantage, let us make this

the 'friendly conference';
f r iendsh ips deve loped
s h o u l d e n a b l e t h e i n t e r e s t
to be developed to even
greater levels of success.
P . S . I w i l l b e a t t h e
Conference. I hope as
many readers as possible
w i l l m a k e t h e m s e l v e s
known to me. In this way I
hope to get a feeling of
what you think of the
changes to the magazine—
what you like or dislike,
and what you would like to
see in it. It is only by
communicating in this way
that we can make it a truly
great magazine. You never
know, I may even be able
to persuade you to write an
article for it!! See you
t h e r e .

N O T E ; ' — T h i s i s s u e
contains a number of i tems

specifically included for the
Conference. We hope they
will also be of interest to all
r e a d e r s . F o r t h o s e u n a b l e
to attend the Conference,
we continue t)ur regular
fea tures .

May your journey be a pleasurable one.
(Tudor Orchids Kapiti Coast Orchid Society display).
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N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
1990 WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE RELEASES
Six new Cymbidiums which will enhance any collection, being offered

for the first time at the 13th World Orchid Conference,
Auckland Showgrounds, Greenlane, Auckland.

CURISSE AUSTIN 'RUBY DEW' 3N (lapestiY x Rincon)
Deep Ruby Red full round shape, wide bold Cherry Red lip.

Petals have White Margin around edge. Award and showbench potential.

CGRATEA 'MAORI MOKQ' 4N (Coraki x Tamatea)
Superb new copper Brown, with massive 2" Scarlet Red lip. 12-14 blooms.

The most outstanding converted Tetrapioid in this colour
that I have ever flowered. August.

MIRETTA 'KAPITI ISLE' 4N (Miretta 'A.A.McBean' 4N x Miretta 'GloiV 4N)
From the crossing made by Andy Easton, this one of mine is an outstanding

Emerald Green Tetrapioid with a just massive solid Red lip,
14-16 blooms in July-August.

TIJUANA PURITY 'BLACK COBRA' 3N (Khyber Pass x Claudona)
Huge 14cm deep Copper Red blooms, overlaid with Chocolate,

set off by a Jet Black Velvet lip. August-September.

PHAR LAP 'APRICOT OEW' (Flame Hawk x madidum)
From a very successful new Hybrid bred by Andy Easton.

This one of mine is a rich Apricot with a lightly dotted lip, almost a concolor.
20-30 blooms on a cascading spike in October.

JACK HUOLOW CWAIKANAE' AM/NZOS, AM/OCNN (High Sierra x Miss Muffet)
Grown to perfection by Andy Easton, who received the above awards.

My best Jack Hudiow, clear deep Olive Green with a solid Oxbiood/Black lip,
having a velvet like sheen, up to 20 blooms on an arching spike in October.

AH potted 3" pots — Leaves 10-20 cm. $10 each. Freight extra.
All plants sent in pots per Newmans or NZR Bus

Depot to Door Service, Anywhere in New Zealand.
All prices include GST

S e n d t o - N O R M P O R T E R
" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

Nursery—23 Parata Street, Waikanae
(Parata Street is opposite Woolworths)

Phone; (058) 36-977

Hours—Tuesday-Saturday 9.00 a.m.,—5.00 p.m.
During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is Open

Sundays and Public Holidays.
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To Registrants
of the 13th Wor ld Orch id Conference
BEHALF OF THE MEMBERS of the Planning Commitlee I would like to

welcome you to this occasion which is very special for us in New Zealand. This
country, with a small population of little over three million, has a good proportion of
orchid enthusiasts. Fifteen per cent of all the 44 N.Z. orchid society members are
among the local registrants and they are looking forward to meeting our visitors from
overseas, and co-operating with them in every possible way.

D e n n i s G . B o n h a m

Pres iden t o f Conference .

Our lecture programme
offers a wide variety of
t a l k s m a n y o f t h e m
designed for the hobby
grower with coverage of
m o s t o f t h e c o m m o n

g e n e r a . T h e r e a r e
c o m m e r c i a l a n d . s c i e n t i fi c

papers, as well as several
a b o u t p e o p l e a n d
personalities in the orchid
world. We hope that the

abstracts of the talks, in the
C o n f e r e n c e H a n d b o o k ,
will prove so stimulating
that you have difficulty in
planning your days. The
b r e a k f a s t f o r u m s c o v e r a
w i d e r a n g e o f t o p i c s
including a discussion for
s e c r e t a r i e s a n d t r e a s u r e r s
w h i c h , w i t h o n e o n D i s a
culture, are both additions
t o t h e p r e l i m i n a r y
p r o g r a m m e . S e v e r a l
speciality groups within the
Registrants will be holding
early evening meetings to
allow the development and
reporting of international
ideas and co-operation.

We hope that holding all
the daytime functions at
t h e s i t e o f t h e b r i l l i a n t

d i s p l a y s a n d d i f f u s e
c o m m e r c i a l a r e a s w i l l
enable a l l reg is t rants to
o b t a i n t h e m a x i m u m
e x p o s u r e t o e v e r y o n e

present, without the need
to travel 'long distances.
The evening funct ions
include' a glimpse into the
t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e a n d t h e
New Zealand life style.

I t i s o u r a i m t h a t t h i s
W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
w i l l be remembered fo r i t s

friendly atmosphere and
h a p p y c o - o p c r a t i o n
amongst all those who
participate in its many
a c t i v i t i e s .

P R E S I D E N T ' S W E L C O M E Andy Easton

Well, the 13th World Orchid Conference has finally arrived! We hope your visit to New
Zealand will be filled with happy memories of outstanding orchids and new friendships thai
will grow in the years ahead. During this active week take time to explore the lovely scenic areas
that are found within a short distance of Auckland City. The verdant spring pastures of our
country have no equal in the world. Enjoy our distinctivefood and relax to a more leisurely pace
of life. Orchid enthusiasts from all over our country have assembled in Auckland to share your
company and the orchids that have arrivedfrom all around the world. If you need advice, a ride
to your hotel or a guided tour of the Auckland scenery, you have only to ask. Welcome! M
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F E A T U R E
Oncidiums may not be currently the most fashionable of orchids.
However, most growers will retain several in their collections because
of their bright colourful displays, and general ease of culture.
In this article, we look at oncidiums in detail, especially their
cultural requirements.

Introducing oncidiums
IT IS APPROPRIATE to start by defining "What is an oncidium?". As we allhave experienced, even the botcinists have had difiiculty in specifically defining the
genus in a way they cill could agree, as the same species at various times have been
shifted around within the Oncidiinae subtribe, to and from such genera as Miltonia,
Odontoglossum and Brassia. Alex Hawkes, in his Encydopaedia of Cultivated Orchids,
notes that the distinctions between these genera are slim, often the specific
identification "involving rather tenuous floral characters".

Description
In reviewing a genus,

botanists compile a general
description, and it is in
teresting to look at such a
description of the genus
oncidium as it provides
i n f o r m a t i o n o n i t s m a i n
characteristics, plus some
measure of its diversity.

Oncidiums are epiphytic
p l a n t s w i t h s t e m
pseudobulbs of one inter-
node, enclosed by sheaths,
either as bracts or bearing
leaves, in two rows on op
p o s i t e s i d e s o f t h e
p s e u d o b u l b s . T h e
pseudobulbs are commonly
terminated by 1-3 well
developed leaves, eilthough
occassionally the pseudo
bulbs may be reduced in
size, rarely almost aborted,
t h e n w i t h a t e r m i n a l

appendage in lieu of a leaf.
Leaves are commonly with
a fla t ye l low ish-green

In this month's feature
we discuss the genus

o n c i d i u m .
P . - C . T o m l i n s o n
d iscusses the ma in

sections, with
particular reference

t o t h e c u l t u r a l

requirements.

blade, rarely terete or
triangular. The inflorescence
is a raceme or panicle,
r a r e l y o n e fl o w e r e d .
Flowers vary in size from
small to conspicuous, all
perfect or rarely intermixed
w i t h a b o r t e d o n e s o n t h e
same inflorescence. All open
simultaneously, rarely in
s u c c e s s i o n . T h e fl o w e r s
have spreading sepals and
petals, commonly con
t r a c t e d a t t h e i r b a s e ,
sometimes wavy of similar

size, or with petals larger in
size, the lateral speal
variously joined. The lip
may be entire or lobed,
commonly fiddle shaped,
firmly joined without ar
ticulation to the column, at
an arching right angle. The
disc base has small conical
projections, crisped. The
c o l u m n i s s h o r t , s t o u t ,
often ovoid, commonly
wi thou t d i s t inc t au r i c les on
the sides of the stigma and
with a fleshy plate over the
stigma. The rostellum is
either short or proboscus
like. The stigma is more or
less large. There are two
pollina which are waxy,
w h i c h m o r e o r l e s s s h o w
longitudinal grooves on the
distant linear stipe, with a
small gland. The anther is
terminal, which falls away
during poll ination, and
which lies against the top of
the column, being one cell
ed, or imperfectly two cell
e d .



The genus oncidium is a
large one. Nearly 400
species are listed by Garay
and Stacy, with up to 750
odd species mentioned by
s o m e a u t h o r s . W h a t e v e r i s
the true number, it is an
ex tens ive genus . The
species mainly come from
C e n t r a l A m e r i c a a n d
n o r t h e r n S o u t h A m e r i c a ,
f rom a wide range of
n a t u r a l h a b i t a t s . T h e w i d e
environmental diversity of
this region has allowed and
encouraged the development
of many species. Some
individual species grow
over an extensive geo
graphical area, others are
limited to a specialised
habitat of a few square
k i lometres only. Many
different growth and floral
forms are present.

P o l l i n a t o r s
Oncidiums belong to the

Vandoideae sub family,
orchids which are considered
in evolutionary terms the
most highly developed.
They appear to be mostly
bee and wasp pollinated,
m i m i c r y a n d p s e u d o -
antagonism playing an
impor tan t pa r t i n t he
reproduc t i ve p rocess .
S o m e o n c i d i u m s , f o r
example, mimic the flowers
f o u n d o n a v i n e , f r o m
w h i c h c e r t a i n b e e s o b t a i n
o i l . T h e s e b e e s h a v e b e e n
s e e n t o s e i z e s o m e
o n c i d i u m fl o w e r s f o r a n
instant. The bees leave the
oncidium flower when they
find no oil, but pollinate
other flowers when they

m a k e t h e s a m e m i s t a k e
again. In another example
of poll ination systems,
some females of certain bee

species are known to gather
a r o u n d c e r t a i n fl o w e r
clusters. The males tend to

pick such flower clusters for
their territories, defending
this against other insect
i n v a d e r s . W h e n t h e w i n d
moves the i nflo rescence o f
c e r t a i n o n c i d i u m s , t h e
flowers apparently look
enough like an insect in
fl i g h t t o a r o u s e t h e
aggression of the male bee,
which a t tacks the flower. I t
s t r i k e s o n e a n d r e c e i v e s

p o l l i n a o n i t s f a c e ;
pollination taking place
when this is repeated on
a n o t h e r fl o w e r . T h i s h a s
been ca l led "pseudo-
antagonism" or "pseudo-
t r e s p a s s i n g . ' ' O n e .
hyphaemaiicum, One. planilabre
and One. slipiiaium are
pollinated in this way.

M o s t o n c i d i u m s h a v e
yellow and brown coloured
flowers, with some white,
and infrequent red. These
co lours a re cons is tan t w i th
hymanoptera (bee and
wasp) pollinated flowers.
C l e a r r e d c o l o u r a t i o n i s
infrequent as most bees are
b l i n d t o r e d , t h e f e w
flowers o f red co lou r o f ten

reflecting ultraviolet rays
so the bees can perceive
t h e m .

The genus conta ins
plants with wide variation
i n t h e i r 2 n c h r o m o s o m e
numbers, this playing an
important part in cross
breed ing fe r t i l i t y, and
may—when more details
b e c o m e k n o w n — b e a n

important aspect in a re-
e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e w h o l e
genus. Many oncidiums
are largely, or completely,
self infert i le, al though
art ificial crossing with
related genera such as
Odontoglossum, Brassia,
Miltonia, etc. is possible.
N a t u r a l l y , i n d i v i d u a l
species retain their purity
by growing over a distinct
geographical or altidudinal
range, or by d i f fer ing
fl o w e r c o l o u r , f o r m ,
c a l l o s i t i e s o r s c e n t ,
attracting different—and
often very specific—insect
pollinators.

C l a s s i fi c a t i o n
It has been suggested

that the genus oncidium
should be broken up into a
number o f d i f fe ren t sma l le r
genera. However, while it

■ \ T . . '

h i' ■

A
One. micnifyogon

fR. i rba ta Sec t ion )
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is diverse, viewed overall
breaking it up may be no
m o r e t h a n c o n v e n i e n c e .

Garay and Stacy have
s u g g e s t e d p o s s i b l e
candidates for separation
are the Sections Stellata,
Waluewa, Rh inocero tes ,

P a u c i t u b e r c u l a t a a n d
C o n c o l o r i a . T h e O n c i d i u m

( Va r i e g a t a ) s e c t i o n ,
P l u r i t u b e r c u l a t a a n d
Cebo l le tae have a l so been

suggested as candidates for
separation by Williams and
D r e s l e r . T h e d i f f e r e n t
physiological forms and
c h r o m o s o m e n u m b e r s o f
some Sections have given
rise to these suggestions.
The completion of further
d e t a i l e d c h r o m o s o m e a n d

other studies may confirm
some division of the genus.
R o b e r t D r e s l e r n o t e s t h a t
t h e P l u r i t u b e r c u l a t a a n d
Cebolletae, with 2n counts
of 28, 30, 32, 34 and 36,
seem to be more closely
r e l a t e d t o t r i c h o c e n t r u m

(2n 24, 28), and may be
separated as the genus
Lophiaris. Also closely
related to Lophiaris and to
Rossioglossum (2n 44) is
the Section Glanduligera
(2n 38) for which the
generic name Psychopsis is
available. Most species of
" o n c i d i u m " h a v e 2 n 5 6 .

T h e O n c i d i u m S e c t i o n
Oncidium (mriegata) from
t h e W e s t I n d i e s h a v e 2 n

40, 42 and cross easily with
loniopsis (46) and other
m e m b e r s o f t h e
Compare t t ia complex ,
comprising also the genera
C o m p a r e t t i a ( ' 1 " 2 )
Diadenium Plectrophora,

Neokowhleria, Scelochilus
and Rodriguezia (28, 42).
H y b r i d s b e t w e e n t h e
Section Oncidium species
a n d t h e m a i n 5 6 2 n
chromosome plants are
usually sterile, and this has
c o n fi r m e d t o s o m e t h a t t h e
Oncidium Section plants
s h o u l d b e r e m o v e d f r o m

the known genus. Un
fo r t una te l y t he name
" O n c i d i u m " i s fi x e d t o t h e
W e s t I n d i a n S e c t i o n
Oncidium species variegatum,
s o t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e
Section Oncidium, taking
t h e g e n e r i c n a m e
' ' O n c i d i u m " w o u l d
require the renaming of the
bulk of the species with 56
chromosomes left. Already
some species have been
r e m o v e d . T h e K r a n z l i n

Iridifolia Section containing
t h e s h o r t l i v e d O n c i d i u m
pusillum has now been
transferred to a new genus
Psygmorchis (as P. pusilla).
The Section Iridifolia was
excluded because the leaves
l ack a r t i cu la t i on ( i . e .
abcission cells in the leaves

forming a join), in view
that the closely al l ied
L o c k h a r t i a w i t h a s i m i l a r
l a c k o f a r t i c u l a t i o n h a s
b e e n e x c l u d e d f r o m
o n c i d i u m f o r t h i s r e a s o n
e a r l i e r . S w e e t h a s a l s o

suggested that certain
miltonia species should be
t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e
Oncidium Section Stellata,
a n d i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e
Section should be given
separate gener ic rank
u n d e r t h e n a m e

Gymizodon. Obv ious ly
f r o m f u r t h e r s t u d i e s

b o t a n i s t s w i l l e i t h e r
confirm or reject some of
t h e s e c u r r e n t l y h e l d
opinions, but whatever
happens, we can be assured
of further developments
(and confusion?) in the
classification of these plants
w e n o w c a l l " o n c i d i u m " .

S e a s o n a l
C u l t u r e

Because the genus
oncidium is so diverse, it is
p e r h a p s e a s i e r t o
understand it by briefly
looking at the individual
Sect ions, each of which
contains species which are
similar in many aspects,
and which usually have
similar cultural require
ments. In broad terms, it
is, however, also possible to
group many of the Sections
w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e i r
cultural requirements. It is
worth remembering that
s o m e t i m e s i n d i v i d u a l
species in a Section will
r e s p o n d t o c u l t u r a l
conditions difTering from
that required by the other
species of that Section. The
following broad cultural
d i v i s i o n s a r e i n d i c a t e d
within the genus:
1. Dry all year round;

s o m e 1 5 % o f a l l

species.
2 . M o i s t a l l y e a r .

2 a . W i t h c o o l

t e m p e r a t u r e s ; s o m e
28% of all species.
2 b . W i t h h i g h e r
' ' i n t e r m e d i a t e ' '
t e m p e r a t u r e s , s o m e
24% of all species.
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5. Subjected to distinct
seasonal variations,
s o m e 2 1 % o f a l l

species.
4. Variable requirements

within the Sections,
s o m e 1 2 % o f a l l
oncidium species.

T h e S e c t i o n s w i l l b e
d i scussed under the above
cultural groupings.

1 . D R Y A L L Y E A R

T h i s m u s t n o t b e t a k e n

literally; what is meant is
these plants come from
hab i ta t s sub jec ted to
drought or semi desert
conditions, with the plants
being specially adapted to
survive the greater degree
of dryness. After watering
the plants must be allowed
to dry out. The following
groupings are listed in their
increasing ability to survive
dry habitats.

1 . 1 . O n c i d i u m S e c t i o n
(equ i t an l s , va r i ega ta )
oncidiums are becoming
i n c r e a s i n g l y p o p u l a r,
largely through the efforts
of the Hawaiian breeder,
t h e l a t e W . W . G . M o i r .
P l a n t s a r e s m a l l a n d

compact, producing a fan
of general ly tr iangular
shaped leaves. Depending
on the classification used,
there are 25 to 35 species in
this complex, all of which
a r e n a t i v e s o f t h e
Caribbean Islands. They
generally require inter
mediate temperatures,
although can be grown
cooler during the winter if
they are kept dryer. The
growing media must drain

well, aerate well, keep free
from scum and fungus, and
dry well between waterings.
T h e e n v i r o n m e n t m u s t

p r o v i d e g o o d a i r
movement. These require
ments are applicable to all
t h e p l a n t s f r o m d r y
e n v i r o n m e n t s .

Many of these plants
produce spikes that branch
after flowering, and should
n o t h e r e f o r e b e r e m o v e d
un t i l t hey ye l low and
w i t h e r .

1.2 Onusta, a Sect ion
with one species onustum. It
is a native of Peru and the
coastal deserts of Ecuador,
where it grows on a cactus.

1.3 Cebelletae, with 19
species including cebelleta,
te res , s t ip i ta ium, and
jonesianum. Plants are
immediately recognisable
by their terete (rounded)
leaves, a water conservation
adapta t ion to ho t d ry
environments. Additionally,
t h e i r m e t a b o l i s m h a s
become adapted primarily
t o c o n s e r v e w a t e r w h i c h
w o u l d o t h e r w i s e b e l o s t

during daytime respiration.

i )

These plEints, like some
c a c t i a n d o t h e r d e s e r t

plants, respire at night
when lower temperatures
do not cause water s t ress .
They are able to then
a b s o r b a n d s t o r e c a r b o n
d i o x i d e , w h i c h i s u s e d
during daylight hours for
p h o t o s y n t h e s i s . F o r
success, these plants need
bright light and marked
day/n igh t tempera ture
variations. A very open
media is necessary which
m u s t d r y b e t w e e n
waterings, slab mounting
often being best. Warm to
in te rmed ia te cond i t ions a re

appropriate.
1 . 4 P l u r i t u b e r c u l a t a

('miltoniastrum*—"burro"
or "mule-eared ") oncidiums
comprise some 17 species
including aliissimum (Imidum),
cavendishianum and splendidvm.
These plants are character
ised by heavy thick leathery
leaves, distinctively folded
lengthwise into an open
"V" shape, and which
produce a spectacular
d i s p l a y o f l o n g l i v e d
fl o w e r s . A b l e t o s u r v i v e

extremely hot and dry
hab i ta ts , they requ i re
d i u r n a l t e m p e r a t u r e

O n e . c e b e l l e t a

(Cebelletae Section]
O n c i d i u m a l t i s s i m u m

[Plurituberculata Section]



variations, strong light (full
sun) in intermediate to
w a r m t e m p e r a t u r e s .

2 . M O I S T A L L Y E A R
This second grouping of

plants are in growth all
year, and accordingly must
b e w a t e r e d a l l y e a r ,
a l though th is may be
reduced when growth slows
during the winter. Those
requiring cool temperatures
are generally high altitude
plants which are subjected
to cool misting precipitation
with daily heavy rains,
w i t h o u t s i g n i fi c a n t
temperature variations and
w h e r e a i r m o v e m e n t i s
constant. The species in
this grouping generally
app rec ia te cond i t i ons
a p p r o p r i a t e f o r
odontoglossums. There are
some lower altitude plants

requiring warmer conditions,
i n t e r m e d i a t e 1 3 t o 1 5 ° C
temperatures generally
be ing app rop r ia te fo r
these.

2 a . M O I S T A L L Y E A R :
Cool Temperatures

2.1 Cyrtochilum Section,
containing some fifty odd
species, is the largest
Sect ion of the genus,
containing falcipetalum,
macran thum, and sena tum.
Large spectacular flowers
arc produced, which are
characterised by somewhat
fleshy sepals and petals.
M a c r a n t h u m h a s b e e n
described, as far back as
1 8 9 4 a s b e i n g a
'magnificant oncid ium,
b e i n g o n e o f t h e
handsomest species yet

One. macranthum [Cyrlochilum Section]

introduced'. These species
produce a long inflorescence
and training spikes around
a hoop keeps them manage
able while still giving a
good di.splay.

2.2 Cimicifera species
(twenty) have small to
m i n u t e fl o w e r s , w h i c h a r e
i nconsp icuous on the
plants, and accordingly
appear to be unattractive to
m o s t o r c h i d i s t s .

2.3 Serpentia, with three
species, produce a long
s l e n d e r w i r y t w i n i n g
rhizome (now known in
fact to be an inflorescence)
from which plantlets are
produced, and 1-2 30mm
fl o w e r s .

2.4 Rostrata containing
twentysix species including
the popular cheirophorum
and ornithorhynchum, are

Oncidium globuliferum
[Serpentia Section]
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generally compact growers
w i t h f r e e fl o w e r i n g
cha rac te r i s t i c s .

2 . 5 P a u c i t u b e r c u l a t a
with eight species, have
plants with minute flowers,
which are comparatively
u n a t t r a c t i v e .

Oncidium omithoThynchum

2.6 Cucul la ta is a some
w h a t c o n f u s e d S e c t i o n

c o n t a i n i n g c u c u l l a t a ,
phalaenopsis, nubigenum and
olivaceum amongst some
nineteen species. Some
botanists list few species,
but with some species
containing a number of
named forms—eight for
example being listed for
olivaceum. In the main these

species are relatively small
compact growers producing
co lour fu l flowers wh ich las t
a long time in perfection.
These sf>ecies can flower
themselves to death, there
fore spikes should be
removed early, at least
until the plants are well
established under cultivation.

2 b . M O I S T A L L Y E A R :

Intermediate Growing
A n u m b e r o f c o n s t a n t

moisture requiring species
c o m e f r o m l o w e r a l t i t u d e s

recjuiring some additional
warmth, up to intermediate
t e m p e r a t u r e s .

Ottc. kennedyii (Cucullata Section). Photo: D. Mcnzics

One. kramerianum (Glanduligcra Section).

1 6 2 O fl C i



2.7 Dist icha, wi th one
species cr islQ-gal l i , is
widespread from Mexico to
Ecuado r and Pe ru .

t h e d e s i r a b l e l e u c o c h i l u m
and tigrinum. Tignnum is
o n e o f t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l
and free flowering large
flowered yellow oncidiums.
Autumn/winter flowering,
it lasts six weeks in bloom.
L e u c o c h i l u m i s a n o t h e r

Oncxdium crista-galli
[Disticha Section]

2.8 Glanduligera Section
with three/four species
papilio, kramerianum and
sanderae, with perhaps
l i m m i n g h e i , p r o d u c e
spec tacu la r a t t rac t i ve
"butterfly" l ike flowers.
From a wide geographical
range (except sandercu) from
t h e C a r i b b e a n , C e n t r a l
and South America, they
require some warmth in
good l igh t . The flora l
scapes should not be cut
after flowering as they are
perennial, flowers being
produced intermittantly for
1-2 years.

2 . 9 S t e l l a t a h a s fl o w e r s

giving the appearance of a
five pointed star. Clowesii
a n d m a c u l a t u m a r e i n c l u d e d
in this grouping of thirteen
species, which are "neat
and pleasing".

2.10 Barbata, with thirtcTn

species, including barbatum
and longipes, which produce
short racemes of flowers in

great abundance, from
compact plants. Block
cu l t u re i s r ecommended .

2.11 Oblongata, with
thirtyonc species, includes

O n e . B a r b a t u m

fBarbata Sectionf

d e s i r a b l e a n d b e a u t i f u l

species, which is variable,
some forms being richer in
co lou r t han o the rs .

These species are cool to
intermediate growing, the
flower spikes taking 6-9
months from appearance to
blooming. Vigerous growers,
they are also free flowerers.
Hoop training of their long
inflorescences keeps them
manageable.

2.12 Plani fo l ia, wi th
thirtytwo species including
b a u e r i , i n c u r v u m a n d
sphacelatum. These are large
free growing and flowering
plants.

3 . S E A S O N A L
D R Y / M O I S T
E N V I R O N M E N T

Plants from this grouping
(characteristically from the
Organ Mountains of Brazil)
are subject to significant

seasonal var iat ions. Winters
are cool and bright, and the
plants are dormant. With
spring rains, new growths
are broken, and warm tem
peratures are experienced.
With summer sun, bright
conditions are present,
although some shade is
provided by constant mists

• ' I?* '

- ' A
O n e . i n c u r v u m

(Planifolia Section)

and appearance of foliage
o n t h e d e c i d o u s t r e e s . T h e

cool dry conditions must be
provided when dormant;
w a r m w e t w h e n a c t i v e

growth is apparent for
success with these plants.
Some species have an
ex tens i ve roo t run , and
slab mounting is often the
most appropriate.

3.1 Pulvinata, with five
species including pubes and
leitzii, are natives of Brazil.
They are compact growers,
f r e e fl o w e r i n g , a n d
appreciate a long root run,
prefering a slab to a pot.

3.2 Rhinocerotes, with
three species, is distinctive
as the disc of the lip has a
long upward curving terete
h o r n , l i k e t h e h o r n o f a
r h i n o c e r o s . T h e s e a r e

compact plants which put
on a good display.
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3 . 3 C o n c o l o r i a , w i t h
nine species including the
b r i g h t a n d a t t r a c t i v e
concoloT. These plants are
modest in size, producing
medium to large flowers.

3.4 Crispa species produce
large flowers which last
well. They are natives of
B r a z i l , c o m i n g f r o m
modera te a l t i t ude hab i t a t s .
Some twelve species make
up this Section, including
crispum, forbesii, gardneri
gravesianum, and marshall-
ianum. Quite large plants,
they p roduce a g rea t
display when well grown.

3.5 Synsepala (Varicosa)
Section with twentysix
species includes the popular
varicosum and flexuosum,
species that produce a long
lasting colourful display.
Bright light is important
for strong growth and
maximum flowering.

3 . 6 Ve r r i t u b e r c u l a t a h a s
seven species, including
b a i e m a n i a n u m . T h i s i s a
" b e a u t i f u l a n d d i s t i n c t
although somewhat variable
species". Sometimes a shy
fl o w e r e r , i t i s o f t e n
r e c o m m e n d e d b e c a u s e o f
its bright yellow flowers,
produced at different times
of the year.

4 . V A R I A B L E

REQUIREMENTS
The species in some

Sections have differing
requirements, not fitting in
with the above groupings.
Experimentation, ascer
taining natural habitats
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•Pool surrounds^Caravan annexes •Balcony/
Pa t i o su r rounds .

Give your plants maximum protection, specify
Donaghys Superior Knitted Shade Cloth (The
' A l l R o u n d ' P r o t e c t o r ) a n d b e a s s u r e d o f

Quality.

P E R F O R M A N C E F A B R I C S



and observation of growth
patterns should enable the
c o n s t i t u e n t s p e c i e s
r e q u i r e m e n t s t o b e
a s c e r t a i n e d .

O n e . h e t e r a n t h u m

(Heterantha Section]

4 . 1 H e t e r a n t h a , w i t h
twentyfour species, is
c h a r a c t e r i s e d b y " S "
shaped column, and by
normally developed flowers
m i x e d w i t h a b o r t e d s t a r

shaped ones comprising the
linear segments only on the
s a m e i n fl o r e s c e n c e . ' . \ o t
widely grown or h iown,
they are of South / .lerican
origin. The species requiring
c o o l t o i n t e r m e d i a t e
c o n d i t i o n s .

4 . 2 P l a n i l a b r i a S e c t i o n
with fifteen species, are not
common ly g rown , the
descriptions indicating a
v a r i a b l e g r o u p i n g o f
p l a n t s , c o o l t o w a r m
growing.

4.3 Excavata, with nine
species including excavatum
and obryzatum, plants which
produce colourful displays,
some species being compact
g rowers , o thers more
r o b u s t . Te m p e r a t u r e
requirements vary, some
coo l t o i n te rmed ia te , some

needing warm temperatures.

G E N E R A L
C U L T U R E

adaptab le , capab le o f
growing under a wide range
of conditions, although
naturally will show their
appreciation when conditions
are really to their liking.

Most of the species
require free drainage as roots
often rot quickly under
conditions of poor drainage,
a n d t h i s m u s t b e a l l o w e d
f o r i n m i x f o r m u l a t i o n .
Coarse bark, or tree fern
mounts are of ten best, finer
mix reserved for those high
altitude plants requiring
c o n s t a n t m o i s t u r e .

G o o d a i r m o v e m e n t i s
essen t i a l f o r t he con t i nued

wellbeing of these plants,
many oncidiums coming
f r o m n a t u r a l h a b i t a t s w h e r e

constant, and quite strong
b r e e z e s a r e a c r i t i c a l c l e m e n t
o f t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t s .

Fertilisers can be applied at
to 14 of a manufacturers

general recommendations,
as appreciated by most
o r c h i d s . W i t h s o m e o f t h e

stronger growing species,
heavy applications may
produce heavy vegetative
growth with few flowers, so
apply with discretion,
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Where available, specific-
c u l t u r e r e l e v a n t t o e a c h
S e c t i o n h a s b e e n r i o t e d .
Most authors, and growers,
h a v e f o u n d t h a t o n c i d i u m s
a s a g e n u s a r c m o s t
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S o m e o n c i d i u m s h a v e
winter dormancy, some
grow all year. Adjust water
and light levels to natural
growth cycles. OBSERVE
your plants, you may be
surprised what they can tell
you!! Observation of plant
characteristics and growth
habits with some experi
mentation should provide
i n f o r m a t i o n o n c o r r e c t
culture if specific species
i n f o r m a t i o n i s n o t
a v a i l a b l e .

O N C I D I U M S a r e

adaptable, pleasing and
rewarding plants and some
s h o u l d fi n d a h o m e i n

every collection of orchids.

I

One. serpens (Scrpcntia Section]
growing trained on a hoop.

A
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Oncidium rhinoceros (Rhinoccrotes Section] with its unique
'rhinoceros horn' distinctly thrust upwards.

O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D



A Revolut ion
in Orchid Tying

Straight Spikes
StemGrip ensures true straight

spike growth. Straight spikes are
easier to pack and fetch a higher
market price.

1 i n d e s t r u c t i b i e

StemGrip is made of special
plastic that Is not affected by ultra
violet light. It will remain soft and
flexible for years.

Damage Free
StemGrip has been carefully

designed to hold the spikes securely
without damaging or distorting
growth. Nor can larger adjacent
spikes be damaged by its line.

Greatly Reduced Labour Costs H
StemGrip is designed to attach

to the spike in two simple ways.
Once to secure and set the direction
of an emerging spike (Fig 1) and later
to hook an upper bud (Fig 2f.
StemGrip can be hooked and
unhooked in seconds .

Tension can t)e adjusted by
winding (Fig 2) or Siiding (Fig 3).

At cutting simpiy unhook the
StemGrip and the spike is free. The
S t e m G r i p i s l e f t ^
hanging ready for the f ^next spike or quickly I '.U ^5—
removed f rom the
o v e r h e a d w i r e . (

S e e d e m o n s t r a t i o n a t t h e
1 3 t h W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e

5-17 September, 1990,
i A D r a k e H o l d i n g s S t a n d .

Kiwi Orchids New Zealand Ltd.
RQ Box 2174 Nelson, New Zealand. Phone (054) 79 539
P l e a s e s e n d m e i h o u s a n d S l e m G n p s ( fi S N Z 6 0 + G S T
thousand (Only sold m lots ol one Ihousand )
Enclosed is my cheque or money order to the value ol $

Signed
Overseas Enquiries to:— DRAKE HOLDINGS LTD Fax (054) 68 108.

31 Iwa Road, Nelson, New Zealand.
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C o n z e d C o u n c i l
The following are pen portraits of the current members of Conzed

(Orchid Council of New Zealand).

Back row; left to right—Edna Newton, Roy Clarcburt, Patricia Elms, Harold Bayram,
Judy Coburn and Ken Christie, (Executive Members).

Front row; left to right—Peter Anderson (Committee member/Treasurer); Syd Wray (Vice President);
Andy Easton (President); Dennis Bonham (Vice President); Jane Easton (Secretary);

E D N A N E W T O N

E d n a N e w t o n w a s e l e c t e d t o
O r c h i d C o u n c i l o f N Z E x e c u t i v e
in 1985, and has been convenor of
the Speaker's Fund. President of
the Manawatu Orchid Society for
three years she was also a
committee iiiernber for ten years.
A h o b b y i s t g r o w e r s h e
endeavours to beautify unusual
places such as her cowshed, and
recently became an orchid Judge.
She is a speech therapist, proof
reader, loves music and singing
and played the organ in a local
church. Interest in community
and welfare work is something she
enjoys, as are the committees she
i s o n .

A s w e l l a s a f a r m e r E d n a i s a

Company Director and Secretary
of a fanning company. With
husband Brian and family she
owns and operates the successlul

L a u r i e d a l e H o l s t e i n F r i e s i a n S t u d
a t F i e l d i n g , N Z a n d
M u s s w c l l b r o o k , A u s t r a l i a .
Exhibiting cattle at agricultural
shows in both countries they
b e c a m e 1 s t N e w Z e a l a n d e r s t o

gain a first prize at the Sydney
E a s t e r R o y a l S h o w. M a n y
championships have been won in
N Z a s w e l l c a t t l e b e i n g
exported to many countries. Last
year their cow Lauriedale- Pabst
Pixie VG was the top producing
cow in NZ, giving 10,805 litres of
milk, 5.7% test, 616 kilos milk fat
in .505 days.

R O Y C L A R E B U R T

My in t roduc t ion to o rch id
growing started in 1956 when the
late Kath .Allison gave me two
cymbidium backbulbs and a picce
of an epidendrum.

I j o i n e d t h e N . Z . O r c h i d
Society in 1959 and in 1976 joined
the newly formed. North Shore
Orchid Society.

I n 1 9 7 9 , I w a s e l e c t e d a
m e m b e r o f t h e E x e c u t i v e o f N o r t h
Shore Society and in 1981 was
elected President, a position held
u n t i l 1 9 8 4 . I w a s a m e m b e r o f t h e

organising committee for (he first
N Z I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e h e l d a t E l l e r s l i e
Racecourse in 1980. Appointed
C h a i r m a n o f t h e N o r t h S h o r e
S h o w C o m m i t t e e f o r 1 9 8 5 a n d
1 9 8 6 a n d S h o w M a r s h a l l i n 1 9 6 7 .

Awarded Li fe Membership of
North Shore in May 1990.

E l e c t e d i n 1 9 8 5 t o t h e O r c h i d
C o u n c i l o f N . Z . a n d c u r r e n t l y
still a member. Deputy Chairman
o f t h e 1 3 i h W o r l d O r c h i d
Conference Planning Committee
a n d C h a i r m a n o f t h e 1 3 t h W O C

S h o w - C o m t j i e r c i a l C o m m i t t e e .
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P A T R I C I A E L M S

P a t r i c i a E l m s h a s b e e n a

cymbidium grower for a numlicr
of years. From that interest, with
h e r h u s b a n d K e n . a n d
c o n s i d e r a b l e i n v o l v e m e n t f r o m

their four sons, she moved from
Wellington to Bulls in 1983 to
e s t a b l i s h a c o m m e r c i a l o r c h i d

nursery, Tudor Orchids. There
they grow cymbidiums for cut
flower export and the pot plant
trade and a range of other genera.
P a t r i c i a h a s b e e n a c t i v e l y
i n v o l v e d a t c o m m i t t e e l e v e l i n
v a r i o u s s o c i e t i e s s i n c e 1 9 8 1 . S h e

h a s b e e n a m e m b e r o f t h e
O . C . N . Z . E x e c u t i v e f o r f o u r

years and a mernlrer of the
C o m m i t t e e o n A w a r d s s i n c e i t s

i n c e p t i o n . a s R e g i o n a l
Cha i rpe rson o f t he Cen t ra l
region. Outside interests include
collecting antiques, particularly
china, and gardening when time
a l l o w s .

H A R O L D B A Y R A M

In 1980 I was visiting a friend
wlio liad recently retired and he
showed me his collection of orchid
phinis. He was convinced that
th is was an excel lent re i i re ineni
project and that the idea was to
Ituild up your collection before
retirement st> you could have .1
progression of plants flowering
each year. He also look me along
to an orchid society meeting and
thus commenced my interest in
o r c h i d s .

It wasn't long Ix-fore my wife
caught the bug and we decided
t h a t w e w o u l d m a k e t h i s o u r
hol l'y when I retired. We started
ofl' with a few cyml>idiums (of
course) and built a lath/shade
house at the back of the garage.
We alsti bought a couple of flasks
to experiment with the gntwing of
''inall })lants. I must admit w- had
many failures as the shade house-
w a s n o t s u i t a b l e t o h o u s e t h e

plants over the winter months.
S i n c e t h e n w e h a v e a d d e d o n t o
t h e s h a d e h o u s e t h r e e t i m e s a n d

now have three quarters of the
a r e a u n d e r c o v e r . W e n o w h a v e a

large variety of different genera
a n d h a v e a c h i e v e d o n e o l o u r

goals of having llowers blooming
every month of the year. The
C O N Z E D P r e s i d e n t o n c e
remarked that I was a typical
h o b b y i s t g r o w e r — t o o m a n y
plants in ttx) small an area.

My involvement in the local
Society is as a committee member,
Secretary and President as weU as
being a member of CONZED
Executive Committee. Being Deputy
C h a i r m a n o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o n
Awards has further stimulated my
interest in both the growing, Judging
and administration tif orchid in New
Z e a l a n d .

JUDY COBURN

Judy has been on Council sincc
I9B5. She is an active member of
the Marlborough Orchid Society
and is the only South Island
representative on Council. Judy-
travels widely and is often seen at
o r c h i d s h o w. s a n d j u d g i n g
seminars antund the country. An
en thus i as t i c hobby i s t . Judy
s p e c i a l i s e s i n m i n i a t u r e
cymbidiuins, paphiopcdilums <ind
the odontoglossum alliance. Her
interest is shared by husband
Cary and daughter Joanne. All
a r e m e m b e r s o f t h e N . Z . O . C .

Judging System. Other interests
include stamp collecting, making
ponelain dolls and hosting orchid
v i s i t o r s .

K E N C H R I S T I E

M e m b e r o f C O N Z E D
Executive Committee since 1987.
A hobbv orchiti grower and long
time cominitiee member Capital
C i t y O r c h i d S o c i e t y .
We l l i n g t o n . M e m b e r o f t h e
organising committee. '2nd NZ
Internat iona l Orch id Conference.
1985, responsible for llnance.

Educated Wai ra rapa H igh
S c h o o l a n d C a n t e r b u r y
University College, gratluaiing in
engineering. Engineering and
business career spanning llfty
years leading to chii-f executive
and board appointments.

Served overseas four years in
World War II and subsequently
commanded territorial engineers
leading to five year term as
C o l o n e l C o m m a n d a n t o f t h e

Royal NZ Engineers.

Communi ty ac t iv i t ies have
i n c l u d e d t e r m s a s P r e s i d e n t .
I n s t i t u t i o n o f P r o f e s s i o n a l

Engineers. New Zealand; Area
C o m m i s s i o n e r a n d m e m b e r
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e , S c o u t
Assoc ia t i on : Counc i l Member t t f
C o n s u m e r s I n s t i t u t e ; a n d
currently executive member. NZ
Amateur Arts Assembly.

S Y D W R A Y

F o u n d a t i o n S e c r e t a r y /
Tt^asurer of CONZED in 1974/73.
and Vice-President for the ptLst live
years, he has been elected President
liir the l990/9f financial year. Syd
and his wdfe Joy grow orchids
commeaially in Whangarei and
both have travelled extensively
speaking to orchid societies and
conferences over the years.

Syd has been growing orchids for
over 25 years. He is a CONZED
judge and has had the privilege of
judging at the 12lh World Oahid
Conference in Japan and many
.Australian Conferences. He is a very
active memljer of the Magazine
C o m m i t t e e a n d a l s o t h e S h o w

C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 1 3 i h W o r l d
Orchid Conference and past
recipient of the John Easton Award.

A N D Y E A S T O N

C o m m e r c i a l h o r t i c u l i u r a l i s t

since 1973 and professional orchid
grower since 1978. President of
O r c h i d C o u n c i l s i n c e 1 9 8 7 a n d
m e m b e r o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o n
Awards s ince i t s incept ion .
Regular visitor to overseas orchid
shows carrying displays of New
Z e a l a n d o r c h i d s . T h r o u g h h i s
company, Geyserland Orchids,
he has established agencies with
m a j o r o r c h i d p r o d u c e r s i n
Holland and Japan where N.Z.
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Frame a flower
P I C T U R E F R A M E

The Idea l G i f t !
Create a delightfully attractive,
natural, eye-catching display.
The stand of the picture frame
is slotted to hold a plastic phial
o f w a t e r i n t o w h i c h t h e s t e m
of selected bloom is simply
placed.
F r a m e s c o m e i n 3 c o l o u r s
— G O L D . S I L V E R ,
B L A C K . B l a c k v e l v e t

backing.

A v a i l a b l e f r o m y o u r
R O S E , O R C H I D
CAMELIA, etc. Society
o r d i r e c t f r o m :

N E W
Octagonal classic design

Please supply n

(please print)

□ GOLD □ BLACK □ SILVER Cheque enclosed for $
(indicate colour) Gift Frames can be mailed direct to recipient.

L Porta Screens Ltd, po box 15-179 wgtn.Ph (04)884-728
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Shatterproof Horticultural Cladding
for Quality Light Distribution

Duroilte f cladding is designed to diffuse light
evenly in all directions, reduce crop burning and
ensure plants get the health giving light the\
need fo r g rowth .
The glass fibres in Duroilte act as prisms and
refract the light. The result is quality, natural
light diffused evenly in all directions.
Solve your crop protection problems with
D u r o i l t e f .
Add to this the fact that Duroi l te f needs less
s t ruc tu ra l f ram ing and g laz ing ba rs . I s
competitively priced, tough, shatter proof and
has excellent weathering properties and you
can see why it's fast becoming the logical
choice of growers all over New Zealand.

N O W A V A I L A B L E I N :
★ C L E A R

★ T R A N S L U C E N T O R C H I D

★ O P U L E S C E N T S T A N D A R D

★ W O O L S T O R E

Get better crop
protection today.
Ask for our
comprehensive
Duro i l te Brochure .

G r e e n h o u s e

w e a t h e r b o a r d

F L E T ^ H E I ^ ( ^ I M O N L
Y O U R H O RT I C U LT U R A L F R A M I N G

AND COVERING SPECIALISTS

P.O. Box 11339
Eliersiie
A u c k l a n d
Phone: (09) 595-019
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O R C H I D S F O R S A L E

Atrip through New Zealand's commercial orchid growing fraternity. Furthestnorth port of call—Whangarei—two hours north of Auckland and only five
minutes from the main Post Office, is the nursery of Ann Marie Orchids.

Set in a park-like sur
rounding, this nursery is
s p e c i a l i s i n g i n t h e
oncidium, odontoglossum
alliance, standard cattleyas
and ra re endangered
species. It has one of the
largest hybridizing pro
grammes in the Australian
d e n d r o b i u m a l l i a n c e i n
New Zealand. The nursery
is owned by Syd and Joy
Wray who welcome visitors
by appointment only. You
are always assured of a
w a r m w e l c o m e a n d a

leisurely wander through
the glasshouses.
C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone: (089) 60-515

L. & R. Orch ids , whose
nursery is situated just one
hour south of Auckland, at
Tuakau , i s owned by
R u s s e l l a n d L o r r a i n e
Hutton. Their nunsery is
unique as it .speciali,ses
mainly in rare and en
dangered orchid species
f r o m a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .
Rus.sell is also very keen on
the raising and hybridizing
of niasdevallias and was in
strumental in Ibrming the
Masdevall ia Society in
New Zealand. His glass

h o u s e s a r e w e l l w o r t h a

visit if you are interested in
species.
C o m m e r i c a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone: (085) 68-392
In the picturesque city of
Rotorua , known in te rna
tionally for its boiling mud
pools and cascading
geysers, filled with folk lore
and Maori legend, is the
nursery of Geyserland
Orchids. Owned by Andy
a n d J a n e E a s t o n ,

G e y s e r l a n d O r c h i d s ,
s i t u a t e d o n t h e R o t o r u a /
W h a k a t a n e H i g h w a y
o p p o s i t e H e l l s G a t e ,
specialises in m{)st orchid
genera. It is internationally
known for its cymbidium
hybrids and the quality of
displays.
C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC
Telephone (0734) 55-202

L. and R. Orchids display at Wellington in 1985.
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Fur the r sou th on the ma in

highway at Bulls is the
nursery of Tudor Orchids.
Situated in a country set
ting with farm animals you
receive a big welcome from
'Missy ' the i r beaut i fu l
Pyreenean Mountain Dog.
Tudor Orchids is owned by
Ken and Pa t r i c i a E lms ,
who grow a wide range of
genera with emphasis on
cymbidiums which they
also grow for cut flower ex
port and domestic supply.
Display at WOC.
Telephone: (0652) 48-966

S o u t h o f L e v i n i n A t k i n s
Road, Manukau, you will
( I n d L y n a n d K e v i n
Sherlock. They grow a
wide range of genera
particularly phalaenopsis,
d e n d r o b i u m s a n d
vandacaeous. They both

h a v e t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l i n

t e r e s t s . K e v i n a l s o b r e e d s
and exhibts dahlias and has
a n e x t e n s i v e B o n s a i c o l l e c

t i o n .

Lyn is part icular ly in
terested in paphs and she
also has an interesting
aviary where she breeds
e x o t i c f i n c h e s a n d

parakeets. You are always
a s s u r e d o f a w a r m
w e l c o m e .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone (069) 26-698
Norm Porter, well known
cymbidium hybridizer, can
be found in the sub-tropical
m ic ro c l ima te o f Wa i kanae
on the Kapiti Coast (just 50

kms north of Wellington).
To enter the nursery one
passes through an attrac
tive arcade of flowering
plants and then into the
complex which houses
v a r i o u s g e n e r a , b u t
specialising in Norm's own
cymbidium hybrids. Norm
exports cymbidium flasks
and plants to U.S.A. and
A u s t r a l i a .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone (058) 36-977

yanda (Soon Thorn *
Madame Marcos)
S h e r l o c k s O r c h i d s

Norm Porter's cymbidium display at the second
N.Z. IniernationaJ Orchid Conference. Wellington 1985.
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B l a c k ' s O r c h i d s i n L e v i n
is probably one of the
oldest establ ished nurser ies
in the country.This exten
s i v e n u r s e r y g r o w s
cymbidiums and paphs for
t he expo r t cu t flower
market. The original stock
for this nursery was sent to
this country from the U.K.
during the Second World
Wa r. M r s K a t h B l a c k i s a

very interesting lady with a
w e a l t h o f i n f o r m a t i o n .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC

On the picturesque coast
1 0 k m s n o r t h o f
Coromandel Barry Fraser
h a s e s t a b l i s h e d h i s w e l l
known paphiopedilum and
pha laenops is nursery,
Papa Aroha. This has the
most comprehensive paph
c o l l e c t i o n i n N e w Z e a l a n d
and Barry also runs an ex
tensive hybridizing pro
g r a m m e .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone: (0843)58-291

Paph. micranthum
' C o r o m a n d e l ' H C C / O C N Z

Grown by B. Franscn.

S o u t h P a c i fi c O r c h i d s ,
about one hour by air from
Auckland or a pleasant 5
h o u r d r i v e i n t o t h e h e a r t o f

New Zea land ' s w ine coun
try, South Pacific Orchids
is an extensive nursery set
on the hills above the city
of Napier. Wes Ross-
Taylor offers an excellent
laboratory ser\'ice as well
as operating a very large
cymbid ium expor t cu t
fl o w e r b u s i n e s s a n d
wholesale nursery. He also
runs a retail nursery cover
ing a wide range of genera,
a feature of this being a
b e a u t i f u l l y p r e s e n t e d
display area.
C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone: (070) 442-990

Sun Valley Orchids is an
orchid company owned by
A l a n a n d B e v e r l e y
Patterson-Kane, specialis
ing in mail order orchids.
They hold the N.Z. agency
f o r D t ) u b l e U O r c h i d s o f
Aust ra l ia wi th a fine se lec
t i o n o f A u s t r a l i a n
dendrobium hybrids plus a
wide range of interesting
h o b b y i s t c y m b i d i u m
m e r i s t c m s a n d Ya m a m o t o
s o f t c a n e d e n d r o b i u m
m e r i s t e m s .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC

T u c k e r s O r c h i d s i s a
family company headed by
Ross Tucker with a grow
ing area plus retails sales
o u t l e t o n A u c k l a n d ' s

picturesque North Shore.
The company is noted for a
wide range of genera, par

ticularly their unequalled
collection of zygopetalum
a l l i a n c e a n d e x h i b i t i o n

cymbidium crossings.
C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a r i d -

display at WOC.
Telephone (09) 456-692

A small family company.
House of Orchids, offers a
b r o a d s e l e c t i o n o f o r c h i d s

for the hobbyist. John and
Maxine Scott are regulars
at all the area orchid shows
a n d o f f e r a n a t t r a c t i v e

selection of imported flasks
f r o m s e v e r a l A u s t r a l i a n

laboratories. They are con
v e n i e n t l y l o c a t e d o n
A u c k l a n d ' s N o r t h S h o r e .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone (09) 444-9771

P a r a d i s e O r c h i d N u r s e r i e s
houses the nursery and
l a b o r a t o r y o f R o n
Maunder with particular
emphasis on the odon-
toglossum alliance and
disas. Importer of Mc
Beans stock and a regular
e x h i b i t o r a t v a r i o u s N o r t h

Island shows. Nursery is
not generally open to the
public, so please contact for
an appointment. Situated
near Tauranga, about 2 54
hours d r i ve f rom Auck land .

Telephone (075) 25-570

Longview Orchids is (he
well known nursery of Eric
and Vorrei Jones with a
particular emphasis on
pendu lous cymb id i um
hybrids and phalaenopsis
seedlings. Located Just
north of Tauranga they
w e l c o m e v i s i t o r s a n d o f f e r

o e i o — n 1 7 7



^TOUCHWOOD
g BOOKS
/ w i l l b e a t

the
13th W.O.C.

with some of our
hugh range of

Gardening Books —
L O T S O N O R C H I D S

To get on our Mailing List
send $ J0.00 for

2 years Membership to
Touchwood Garden Book Club

P.O. Box 610, Hastings

THERMO GRO ̂
HEATED PLANT RAISING PANELS

THERMO GRO IS A MUST for
Orchid and Cymbidium Growers

One of the Quickheat Collection
o f

Design Mark Export Products

Send now for your Brochure

I N D U S T R I E S L T D .

Telephone:
150 Vanguard Street (054)84^1
N e l s o n F a x :
New Zealand (0064) (54) 84461

I rv ines

Please visit our nursery,
one of the most

southern in the wor ld
when you come to

Invercargill.

Adrian & Ann Irving
J Waimatua, No. 11 R.D.k I n v e r c a r g i l l ^
S Phone: (021) 30-4430 f

= = ^ « / U l

C l̂ani Qflurserp
Orders are being accepted

for th is commercial
white cross, (Now being flasked)

A/9Q MT. (X)QK 'AVALON' x
(Puppylove X Winter Wonder) 'Wine Lip'

Upright spiking, clear whites.
Some with heavily marked ruby lips

A superior commercial cross.
P l e a s e c o n t a c t :

M r s P a t G r e e n fi e l d
T H E H I G H T A E P L A N T N U R S E R Y

91 Waimarie Road, Whenuapai
Auck land

Phone: (09) 416-7417
for more de ta i l s .
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a tempting selection of
t h e i r o w n m e r i s t e m s . B e s t
k n o w n f o r t h e i r m a m m o t h

plants of Cym. Touchstone
'Mahogany' which have
gained many cultural
a w a r d s .

C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
A small general orchid
nursery, Allans Orchids is
part of a larger export cut
flowe r ope ra t i on a l so
l o c a t e d j u s t n o r t h o f
Tauranga. Ken and Melva
Allan are regulars at cen
t r a l N o r t h I s l a n d o r c h i d
shows where they present a
wide selection of young
orchids with part icular
preference for miniature
ca t t l eyas and re l a ted
g e n e r a .

C o m m e r i c a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.

S u n r a c O r c h i d s i s a n o t h e r
Auckland area nursery run
b y t h e Yo u n g f a m i l y
specialising in cymbidums
a n d A u s t r a l i a n d e n -
drobium hybrids. Regular
a w a r d w i n n e r s a t a l l
Auckland regional shows
o r i g i n a t e f r o m t h i s
nursery. It is situated just
south of Auckland, about
3 0 m i n u t e s d r i v e o n t h e
motorway. Special con
ference hours are planned.
Display at WOC.

M a r b l e G a r d e n s , i s a
c o m m e r c i a l c u t fl o w e r a n d
young plant nursery owned
by Mar i lyn and Bryan
Johnson. Many cut flower
growers have their young
stock grown on by Marble

Gardens and more recently
they have expanded their
o f f e r i n g s t o i n c l u d e
Australian seedling and
meristem importations.
S i t u a t e d j u s t o f f t h e
southern motorway about
3 0 m i n u t e s f r o m A u c k l a n d
in Papakura.

Marion Wright operates a
s m a l l w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d

c y m b i d i u m n u r s e r y
specialising in miniatures
and intermediates. She also
o fTe rs a se lec t i on o f o the r

gene ra . You can find
Marion in Northcote just 5
m inu tes f r om Auck land ,
over the bridge.
C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone (09) 418-4914

Browning Orchid Estate,
one of the largest cut flower
exporters in New Zealand,
operated by Judith and
Nigel Browning, is located
near Hamilton, about 1 ks
h o u r s d r i v e f r o m

Auckland. The nursery is
not open for retail sales but
c o m m e r c i a l c u t fl o w e r

growers and flower im
porters should contact the
Browning's for an appoint
ment to v i s i t .

I n H o w i c k , A u c k l a n d ,
Brian Main operates a
small nursery specialising
in particularly well grown
phalaenopsis. Brian, who
h a s t h e a g e n c y f o r
Livingstone Orchids of the
U.S.A., can be found at
most shows in the region.
C o m m e r c i a l s t a n d a n d

display at WOC.
Telephone (09) 534-8348
A n o t h e r o f N e w Z e a l a n d ' s
m o s t s u c c e s s f u l c u t fl o w e r

exporters. Kiwi Orchids,
i s w o r l d r e n o w n e d f o r t h e

e x c e l l e n t c u l t u r e . T h e

Managing Director, Peter
MolTatt is widely travelled
and the nursery features
many innovations. Situated
a t t h e n o r t h e n d o f t h e
South Is land in Ne lson,

Cjrm. Touchstone 'Mahogany' CCC/OCNZ grown
by Sunrac Orchids, Auckland.
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this nursery is about 3
hours flying t ime from
Auckland. Although not
open for retail business,
commercial growers and
cut flower importers should
contact them directly if
they wish to v is i t the
n u r s e r y .

Phalaenopsis (Red Hot Chilli x Rozcnaubcr)
AD/NZOS, grown by Brian Main.

V a n d e r L i n d e n O r c h i d s
is probably the largest
export grower in New
Z e a l a n d w i t h t w o
A u c k l a n d a r e a l o c a t i o n s .
H e a d e d b y t h e
indefatigable Bill Van der
Linden, this company also
acts as an exporter for
other growers so they
would be of part icular

i n t e r e s t t o c o m m e r c i a l c u t
flower growers and flower
importers from overseas.

Not generally open to the
public, an appointment is
e s s e n t i a l . • <

T U C K E R ' S N U R S E R Y
Auckland's Exotic Nursery

our imaginative
hybridization programme
i n c l u d e s :

Odontoglossum
Zygopetulum

Phalaenopsis
Cymbidium

Cattleya
From Flask to Flowering ★ SEE OUR STAND AT THE SHOW -k
Visit our nursery: East Coast Road cnr Wrights Road, Redvale
Postal address: 51 King Edward Ave, Bayswater, Auckland 9.
N u r s e r y : O p e n 7 d a y s 9 - 4 . 3 0 p m . P h o n e : 4 5 6 - 6 9 2
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P E R T H . . .
S E P T E M B E R 1 3 t h - 1 9 t h 1 9 9 1

MAKE PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Y O U R D E S T I N AT I O N F O R 1 9 9 1

N O T I C E O F I N T E R E S T

S u r n a m e G i v e n N a m e

A d d r e s s

Conference Badges now available at $5 AUS plus postage.

Number required

All enquiries to:- CONFERENCE SECRETARY
P. O . B O X 1 0 5 0 M O R L E Y W A 6 0 6 2
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FLASKS I We are the largest stockist of 'Other Genera' flasks in N.Z.
Only $29.50 per flask and most contain 15+ plants. —Our selection includes:-
★ Australian Dendrobiums (including many exclusive releases).

Australian Sarcochilus (some crosses never seen in N.Z. before).
Cymbidiums — Miniature and Intermediate

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

M i n i C a t t l e y a ★
L a r g e C a t t l e y a ★
Dendrobium Soft Cane Hybrids ★
Dendrobium Hard Cane Hybrids ★
O d o n t o g l o s s u n n ★
Oncidium (including equitants) ★
Paphiopedilum (including unicolours) ★

We deliver anywhere in the world and publish a free catalogue
obtainable by sending a S.A.E.

Many exclusive first time releases will be available
f rom our s tand a t the Conference.

Intermediate Cattleya
Cool Cattleya
Dendrobium species
Zygopetalum
M i l t o n i a
Masdeval l ia
Phalaenopsis

J o h n & M a x i n e S c o t t P h o n e ; ( 0 9 ) 4 4 4 - 9 7 7 1

T R O U B L E F R E E O R C H I D S

No Feeding or Watering required!
Virus NEVER a problem!

Plants reduced to scale NOT BY scale.
We kid ye not. SEE US AT OUR STAND No. 99

for your needs in ORCHID STAMPS

or for a price-list of our wide selection, send a large S.A.E. to:-

S H O R E
P H I L A T E L I C S
L T D .
D e r e k L a m b
P.O. Box 33-250, Takapuna
A u c k l a n d 9
Telephone & Fax: (09) 496-645

1 8 2 O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A L A N D



O R C H I D R A M B L I N G S
DO YOU PREFER to grow mericlones or seedlings? I have been reading some oldorchid magazines recently and they were full of articles discussing the newly
developed technique of mericloning. There was a great uproar when this was
introduced, the main objection being that the flowers would not be identical to the
parent plant. We now know that most of them will be the same, there will be some with
slight variations, and a few which have gone completely wrong. It is not advisable to
mericlone a mericlone without flowering it first to make sure it is what you expect, and
there seems to be a limit to how many mericlones can be made from the same piece of
tissue before variations start creeping in. All sorts of growth hormones are used to
produce strong healthy plants, and the whole thing now supports the huge increase in
the number of orchid growers in the years since mericloning was developed.

M e r i c l o n e s
The word mer i c l one was

d e r i v e d f r o m M E R I s t e m
CLONE, a clone being a
direct copy of anything,
and in this case coming
f r o m t h e m e r i s i e m o f t h e
plant, which is the growing
tip and consists of undif
f e r e n t i a t e d t i s s u e w h i c h
hasn't decided yet whether
it is going to be roots or
s t e m s o r l e a v e s .

The original object of
mericloning was to pro
duce plants which were free
of disease by cutting out
the growing tip of the
plant, as this was found to
b e f r e e o f d i s e a s e s u d i a s
virus until it had stopped
being the growing lip antl
become a normal part (d'
the plant, if you see what 1
mean. This tip was then
c u t i n t o s m a l l b i t s w h i c h
were grown in a nutrient
so lu t ion . The o r ig ina l
technique was to swirl the

B o b M c C u l l o c h
mentions many

mericlones,
shows some seedlings

a n d

follows flowers
forming.

s o l u t i o n a r o u n d i n a
container which was slowly
rotated so that the litt le bits
of plant would grow into
big bits of plant without
developing roots or leaves.
These bigger bits were then

cut into smaller bits, and
the whole process repeated
until enough bits were ob
tained. Everything was
then kept still so that the
bits knew which way was
up, and they grew roots
and leaves accordingly.
Nowadays the small pieces
o f u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d t i s s u e

are placed in flasks contain
ing the nutrients in agar,
and the whole thing is
m u c h e a s i e r .

Until this discovery the
method of increasing the
numbers of a particular
plant was limited to divi
sion and backbulb pro
pagation. Not only did this
mean that fewer plants
were around, they were
a l s o m o r e v a l u a b l e . T h e r e
w e r e a d v e r t i s e m e n t s i n
these old magazines asking
the equivalent of $250 for a
b a c k b u l b i n t h e 1 9 6 0 ' s ,
w h i c h m e a n t t h a t m o s t

people could not afford to
grow orchids.

O C T O B E R 1 9 9 0 1 8 3



Seedlings
As seedlings were also

difilcuit to grow, they were
also expensive. The typical
method of raising seedlings
was to scatter seed on top of
the pot that a plant was be
ing grown in and then
water very carefully, and
hope that the seeds weren't
all washed away before
they germinated. Very few
seedlings survived, and in
general orchid growers in
the years before mericlones
(BM) depended on fresh
imports of species from the
w i l d .

Nowadays it is relatively
easy for anyone to obtain a
copy of a plant they have
admired, at a relatively low
p r i ce , a l t hough some
g e n e r a s u c h a s
p a p h i o p e d i l u m a n d
phalaenopsis have not yet
been mer i c l oned . I be l i eve
that some of the cattleya
group can't be mericloned
ei ther, but that 's about a l l .
Of course it is just as dif
ficult to grow a mericlone
well as it always has been
for any plant. When I buy
a flask o f mer i c lones , I
keep two or three and put
t h e r e s t o n t h e s a l e s t a b l e
once they are big enough.
Only very rarely do any of
these appear on the display
t a b l e , a n d I s o m e t i m e s
w o n d e r a b d u t t h i s .

There is something very
appealing about owning a
copy of a famous or award
ed pla/it, and lots of people
grow nothing else. I like
t h e o c c a s i o n a l m e r i c l o n e .

but I prefer to grow seedl
ings, for they have the
quality of being unknown.
They will resemble their
parents in some way, and a
typical cross will have
seedlings which vary from
all of one parent to all of
the other parent, with most
of them somewhere in bet
w e e n . T h e r e a r e s o m e

plants which dominate,
and the o the r pa ren t
doesn't get a look in, and
the excitement of waiting
for the flowers to open so
that you can see what you
have got, is much greater
than when you know exact
ly what's coming.

Anyway, all mericlones
had to be seedlings at one
time, and you might just
come up with a world
beater yourself. Even if
you don't, you have the
satisfaction of knowing that
no-one else has a plant ex

actly like yours, for like
children, each seedling is
unique. Even in a batch of
seedlings which are very
s i m i l a r , t h e r e a r e d i f
ferences in the flowers, and
also in the vigour and
growth pattern etc., and
you can see how someone
who can grow large quan
t i t ies o f the same cross to

flower ing s ize wi l l in
variably finish up with a
few superior plants.

Flasks
The technique of growing
plants in flasks was extend
ed to seedlings as well, once
mericloning was more of a
science than an art, and it
is the ready availability of
mericlones and seedlings at
low cost which has enabled
the large number of people
who now grow orchids to
do so without becoming
bankrupt. And it made the

Small llasks of orchid seedlings.
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art of growing orchids into
more of a science as well,
f o r t h e a r t i c l e s i n o r c h i d

magazines in the years BM
w e r e w r i t t e n i n a m a n n e r

w h i c h c o n c e a l e d f a c t s
r a t h e r t h a n r e v e a l e d t h e m

(unless you knew all about
the subject anyway, in
which case it was only
moderately confusing).
C u r r e n t l i t e r a t u r e i s m u c h

clearer, or maybe I have
j u s t l e a r n e d h o w t o
decipher it better. It seems
to be a peculiarly English
trait of never mentioning
any th ing d i rec t l y, bu t
referr ing to i t through
someth ing e lse wh ich
hasn' t been explained
e i t h e r . T h e A m e r i c a n a n d
Australian magazines were
much better in that respect.
Having said that, I must
also say that the quality of
the p lants grown and
displayed in England was
very high indeed. It's just
their way of explaining it
wh ich i s ha rd to fo l l ow.

An experienced orchid
grower some years ago was
talking to me about the
history of orchid growing.
H e r e c k o n e d t h a t t h e
gardeners of the people
w h o s t a r t e d g r o w i n g
orchids in England, soon
figured out that growing
orchids was pretty straight
forward. But a job is ajob,
and they pretended that it
was difficult so that they
a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s c o u l d

keep on eating. 1 ap
preciate their po.siiion. and
I suppose we are lucky they
d i d n ' t f o r m a u n i o n !

In the days AM, there
were articles explaining
how someone had grown
severa l hundred o f a c ross
to flowering size, kept two
o r t h r e e o f t h e m f o r

mer ic lon ing, and then
destroyed the rest. I sup
pose we should be grateful
to these people, but like
some others, I believe that
the genes in the plants
which d idn ' t make i t accor

ding to the standards of the
day, were just as important
a s t h e t w o o r t h r e e s u r
vivors, and that we have
reduced our options in the
future, particularly if the
parent plants have not sur
v i ved . However, 1 have
b e e n b l o w n o u t o f t h e
water before when talking
about genes, so maybe I
d o n ' t k n o w w h a t I ' m t a l k
ing about, however much I
w o u l d l i k e t o t h i n k t h a t I
d o .

Be that as it may, my
particular interest in grow
ing orchids is to get a flask
of seedlings to flower as
soon as possible. It is
fascinating to see the pro
gress of a bunch of plants
from the same flask vary as
much as it does. At a year
out of the flask, it is not
unusual to see some plants
four times as big as others
w h i c h w e r e t h e s a m e s i z e
when deflasked .

From exper ience, i t
seems to me that the plants
which grow large first bulbs
are likely to flower sooner,
a n d t h e m a i n r e a s o n f o r a

plant to put out a new
growth is that it has had
s o m e s o r t o f c h e c k t o i t s

growth. This means that
you should try to keep
seedlings growing steadily
to get the biggest bulbs you
can, and plants which put

Cym. Vogelsong 'Easlbornc'. Grower: N. Porter.
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Why put prize plants
in polythene?

Enhance your product with
bargain-priced planters made

from recycled plastic e.g;

9 W
4 l i t r e : 5 5 c 6 l i t r e : 6 5 c

P l u s G S T - e x A u c k l a n d .
M i n i m u m o r d e r $ 1 0 0

1 0 % d i s c o u n t o n o r d e r s o f
$ 5 0 0 o r m o r e

Send for Catalogue and
Free Samples

ONEHUIMGA PLASTICS
P.O. Box 6367 Wellesley Street

A u c k l a n d 1 .
Telephone & Fax (09) 645-896

Arthurs Glasshouses
& Shadehouses at

Factory prices — 16 sizes

N . Z . ' s
B e s t

V a l u e

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
N.Z. WIDE

Free brochure and price list

A R T H U R S
P h o n e ( 0 9 ) 5 9 7 - 4 9 6

9 Botha Rd. Penrose, Auckland

N E W

Orchids u^lnstralia
O F F I C I A L P O B U C AT I O N O F T H E
A U S T R A L I A N O R C H I D C O U N C I L

6 I S S U E S P E R Y E A R

Subscription Rates - NEW ZEALAND
Sea Mail Aus. $32.00 OR N.Z. equivalent
Air Mail Aus. $^0.00 OR N.Z. equivalent

BANKCARD. MASTERCARD. VISA
A C C E P T E D .

(Advise Card Name - Number & Expiry Date)

Send Application to:
Orchids Australia,
P.O. Box 11, Highbury,
South Australia, 5089

J

MAJOR ADVANCEMENT IN
GROWING TECHNOLOGY -

NO EXTRA COST

NEW INFRAS0L
3 layer co extruded
GREENHOUSE
FILM

AGPAC PLASTICS
LTD.

421 Seiwyn S(, Boi 4575, Christchurch
Tel {031 382-400 Fax (03) 388 295

Inside - antilogagems • UVstabilr^r
Middle -- infra red absorber • UV stabilizer
Outside laver contains UV stabilizer

f ' z e r - ^
■ l a b i l i z e r
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out lots of new growths one
after the other are not l ike

ly to flower quickly, if at
al l . There is the occasional

genetic problem which
makes a plant put out new
growths instead of flower
spikes, in fact some of the
experts say that there is no
difference between growths
and spikes to begin with, it
all depends on how good
the plant feels at the time.

Growing On
T h e c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h

seedlings prefer (and all
plants which have not
fl o w e r e d a r e c a l l e d s e e d l

ings, whether they are
mericlones or not) arc
s l i g h t l y w a r m e r a n d
shadier than adult plants of
the same type. Bottom heat
will keep them growing in
winter, and be careful to
keep them cool and shaded
in summer, as too much of
either heat or light will
stunt growth. Humidity
should be kept high, and
watering should be fre
quent as the plants are in
small pots which dry out
more quickly than large
pots. Feeding with a high
nitrogen fertiliser should be
carried out all year. Ven
tilation is also important,
n o t s t u f f y a n d n o t
draughty.

The typical time " Ibr
cymbidiuins from flask to
flower Is five years, for the
first year or so the plants
will be in community pots,
the next couple of years will
be spent growing steadily

in pots of their own, with a
larger pot every year. After
that they seem to reach a
sort of plant puberty and
grow much faster and big
ger, and with luck some
w i l l fl o w e r i n t h e f o u r t h

year. The majority will
flower in the fifth year, or
perhaps never, as there are
the occasional plants which
just won't flower, no mat
ter what you do to them.
One reason fo r no t flower

ing is if the plant is in too
large a pot. It gets lazy,
and says why should I
bother to flower, there 's
plenty of room to grow
here and I don't need to ex
ert myself to survive.

Cym. Lo is Graves "Waikanac"
G r o w e r : N . P o r l c r .

If you want to make a
really good show with a
plant, and you have several
years in hand, then put a
seedling into a pot that is
too big for it, every time
you repot it. This will en
s u r e t h a t i t h a s l o t s o f
bulbs, but never flowers.
Then, when you want it to
flower, leave it in the same
size pot instead of going up
one size. When the pot is
f u l l o f b u l b s , t h e s u r v i v a l
instinct surfaces again, and
you should gel every one of
the new growths flowering
at once, and that will make
a wonderful sight. Another
way to get lots of spikes
quickly is to practise spike
pruning. This is done by
growing the plant very well
during the summer, then
when spikes appear, let
them grow to about 50 mm
a n d b r e a k t h e m o f f . T h e

plant gets in a bit of a
panic, and puts out two
spikes for every one you
broke olT. (At least, that's
the theory!). If you are
really brave you could
break these ones off as well,
but obviously the plant will
fl o w e r l a t e r t h a n i t w o u l d

have normally, and you
c o u l d o v e r d o t h i s .

I n c o u n t r i e s w h e i e

cymbidiuins are sold as pot
j)lants, this as well as root
pruning is practised, in
order to gel a large plant in
a small pot with lots of
spikes. It seems that when
t h e fl o w e r s h a v e fi n i s h e d ,
the plants are thrown away
because there isn't any
room to keep them in fiats
e t c .
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P h a L S E S Q U I ' 1 9 9 0 '
(pending registration confirination}

One. ELLA 'FLAMBEAU'

where you can detect quality

Kevin 8- Lyn Sherlock
Atkins Road, Manakau

R . D . O t a k I
Ph . (069 26) 698 Manakau

Visitors to our nursery are
welcome. Coach parties by
appointment.

Hours: Thursday—Sunday
i n c l u s i v e .

9 am — 5 pm

Sic. JUNGLE JINX 'MANAKAU'
H C C / O C N Z

apsis. GREEN ISLAND
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Other genera mature at
either the same speed or
sooner than cymbidiums, I
am told that phalaenopsis
can flower within eighteen
months ofdeflasking if you
do it all correctly.

Flowering
F a s t e r

The speeding up of this
growing process will get
you flowers sooner, and
there are several ways to do
this. I have seen plants
w h i c h w e r e e i g h t e e n
months out of the flask,
they had seven or eight
bulbs, and were in 15 cm
pots which were bulging at
the seams. These plants
had been potted in a very
fi n e m i x w i t h a n e n o r m o u s
a m o u n t o f f e r t i l i s e r ,
watered three times a day,
and kept warm. The bulbs
were large but immature
looking, more like leeks
than cymbidiums, and I
never did find out how long
i t t ook them to flower. Bu t
i t shows what can be done
i f y o u h a v e l o t s o f
r e s o u r c e s .

Another way is to give
the seedlings extra growing
time by extending the day
length using artifical light.
If they have a sixteen hour
day every day and only an
eight hour night, it stands
to reason that they will
grow faster, doesn't it?
This would only be prac
t i c a l f o r a n a m a t e u r w h i l e
they were small, as the
light would upset the grow
ing and flowering patterns
of adult plants, and the cost

of isolating a large area
would be pretty high com
pared to say a few square
f e e t .

The best growth I have
e v e r h a d f r o m a b u n c h o f

seedl ings was when I
sprayed them with a very
weak fertiliser every morn
ing before going to work,
and then again when I got
home in the evening, and
watered them once a week.
The roots grew amazingly
and the rest of the plant
f o l l o w e d s o o n a f t e r w a r d s .

Why didn't I carry on?
Because my arm kept fall
ing off with all the pump
ing, and I was continually
la te fo r work .

Another example of im
proved growth in adult
plants was the year I put
large trays under the ben
c h e s a n d fi l l e d t h e m w i t h

water to improve humidi
ty. The plants grew enor
m o u s b u l b s a n d h a d l o t s o f

spikes, even though I
didn't water them very
often. If nothing else it
showed that my humidity
was too low. The trays
were never replaced when
they started to leak, one
day I might get around to
automating everything so
t h a t a l l I h a v e t o d o i s
w a n d e r a r o u n d t h e

glasshouse admiring the
fl o w e r s . E i t h e r t h a t o r fi x

ing up all the automatic
things that have gone
wrong!

I n f a c t , a u t o m a t i o n
seems to be the way to go if
you can't be at home to
look after your plants all
day. There are several
types of computer available
which will control heaters.

Cattlcya seedlings as removed from a flask,
showing the wide variation in plant size.
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SPHAGNUM MOSS PELLETS

The NATURAL growing medium for orchids.
2 years commercial use of SPHAG MOSS
PELLETS { in Queensland) in over 20,000
plants ex-flask put them 6-12 months ahead
o f n o r m a l o r c h i d - m i x m e d i u m . S e e t h e
d i f f e r e n c e a t t h e S H O W.

Advantages with SPHAG MOSS PELLETS:-
★ Simply soak PELLETS In water—squeeze out excess £t it's ready to use.

Moss has amazing water retention capacity
★ Continue normal fertiliser regime.
★ Superior results ex-flask through research £t nursery use.
★ Save freight & storage. Pellets made to exacting limits.
★ No mixing of potting Ingredients. Easy on hands.

•k -k See us a t W.O.C. , Auck land -k -k

D R A K E H O L D I N G S L T D P h o n e : ( 0 5 4 ) 4 8 - 5 9 5
N e l s o n F a x : ( 0 5 4 ) 6 8 - 1 0 8

T H E O R C H I D A D V O C A T E
Official Journal of The Cymbldium Society of America, Inc.

P. O. Box 1289, Carpinieria, CA 93014 (800-684-8066
A bi-monthlypublication with international coverage of Cyms., Paphs. and many other

cool-growing genera. Learn about growing from many world-famous authorities.
1 9 9 1 M E M B E R S H I P

$20.00 U. S.per year—U. S. surface mail or $37.00 U. S.—Air Mall to Europe.
$40.00 U. S.—Air Mall to Australia, New Zealand, Africa, Japan and Asia.

Subscription includes membership in The Cymbidium Society of America. Pay to:
CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC.

c/o Mrs. Richard Johnston, 6881 Wheeler Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 U. S. A.

The Australian Paphiopedilum Society Inc.
T.A.P.S. Inc Aims & Objects:- The objects of T.A.P.S. include promotion of good fellowship
amongst people interested In the culture of orchids of the tribe CYPRIPEDIOIDEAE. To assemble,
collate, exhibit & disseminate any available data on these orchids. To promote in general a positive
attitude towards 'Slippers' £r foster improvements in natural htstory, cultivatation, 8- hybridation.

In particular memksers are committ̂  towards the conservation and multiplication of any species
which are endangered in their native habitat or rare in cultivation.

T.A.P.S. Inc., is the only Society catering exclusively for paph growers. A regular quarterly bulletin
devoted exclusively to slipper news 8 cultural edvice. The opportunity to share your interst with
growers in all states of AUS., N.Z., U.S.A., U.K., 8 Europe.

A P P L I C A T I O N F O R M E M B E R S H I P T O : M e m b e r s h i p c o s t s $ 1 5 ( A U S )
M r s L y n G r u b b ( H o n . S e c . ) I n t e r s t a t e a n d o v e r s e a s .
3 4 W a r r e n O r e s , D e c e p t i o n B a y F u r t h e r i n q u i r i e s .
Q . 4 5 0 8 . P h o n e : 0 7 8 G & 3 7 9 6 c o n t a c t M r s G r u b b
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c o o l e r s , h u m i d i fi e r s ,
watering, and air move
ment. If you consider the
value of your plants then
the outlay to protect them
from at the best not flower

ing, and at the worst dying,
is not hard to justify. And
it stops you worrying if you
have to be away from home
for a while emd the weather
does something nasty.

Back to seedlings, I And
that the first flowering of a
seedling is not always a
good indicat ion of the
eventual quality of the
blooms. Certainly if you

get nicely coloured and
well shaped blooms on the
first flowering, that's all
right, but if not then flower
the plzmt a couple or more
times before giving up, as
the flowers can improve
considerably, and you may
finish up with a very nice
fl o w e r .

Regardless of the quality
of the flower, I don't keep
plants very long, or rather
I don't grow them to be
large plants. I suppose this
is because of lack of space,
a large plant takes up
e n o u g h r o o m f o r s i x

s m a l l e r o n e s , a n d a l s o
tends to shade the plants
around it if they are not
large too. So I split the
plant up, keep a backbulb
or two, and sell the divi
sions. This way I still have
the plant, but get a break
from it for a couple of years
while it grows to flowering
size again, and it's like a
new plant when it does
flower. I also get all that
room back, and some cash
to buy more plants to fill
that room up again! Its a
great hobby, isn't it? •<

Why Not an issue for
13 W.O .C .

TTNFORTUNATELY, this scribe cannot give you an answer—and even more
unfortunately that's not stopping him from writing!

By now you will all have
seen the very attractive
Miniature Sheet issued by
New Zealand Post Ltd., to
r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e W o r l d
Stamp Exhibition being
held immediately prior to
t h e 1 3 t h W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e . N e w Z e a l a n d
Post are the major sponsors
of the Stamp Exhibition
and collectors are doing
their share—willingly or
otherwise—by paying a
premium of $2.50 ov 'r the
face value of the stamps in
c l u d e d i n t h e M i n i a t u r e
Sheet. (Face value is $2.40,
sheet price is $4.90).

We a re a l l i n te res ted
in stamps in one way

or the o ther.
D e r e k L a m b r e v e a l s

the story behind
The 1990 Orchid Issue
— a n o r c h i d i s s u e b u t

not for the
Orchid Conference.

Orchids on stamps are
one of the more popular
subjects for collectors of
t h e m a t i c s — t h o s e f o l k t h a t
collect by theme rather
than by country. It is an in
creasingly popular field of

collecting as more and
more people turn away
from the 'country' collec
t ion because o f the annua l
i n c r e a s e i n n u m b e r s o f
issues or of face value of the
issues by just about every
country on Earth. Collec
ting by theme allows the
enthusiast to take just what
s h e o r h e w i s h e s r a t h e r
than be forced to get them
all by the pressures of see
ing empty spaces in the
album! But I digress.

Those people involved
wi th the 13th Wor ld Orch id
Conference tried very hard



to get New Zealand Post to
issue a special set for the
occasion and the first le t ter
I can t race was da ted 5 th

July 1984 from Nancie
Bonham, asking that a
special stamp or set of
stamps be issued to com
m e m o r a t e t h e 1 3 t h W o r l d

C o n g r e s s o f O r c h i d
Growers. Nothing appears
to have come of th is but a
subsequent letter from
P r o f e s s o r B o n h a m t o P o s t
O f fi c e H e a d q u a r t e r s
(enclosing a first day cover
o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n 1 9 8 6
issue—did he get it back?)
earned the reply "that your
request has been noted for
c o n s i d e r a t i o n w h e n t h e

1990 programme is compil
e d a r o u n d m i d 1 9 8 8 " . I n

A p r i l 1 9 8 7 P r o f e s s o r
Bonham sent a first day
cover of the Japanese issue
f o r t h e 1 2 t h W o r l d O r c h i d
Conference and suggested
a couple of orchids suitable
for the occasion. The reply
merely acknowledged that
the points made had been
noted . The c runch came in
May 1988 when N.Z. Post
a d v i s e d t h a t a n i s s u e
featuring orchid stamps

w o u l d b e r e l e a s e d i n t h e
first quarter of 1990 but
w o u l d s t i l l b e a v a i l a b l e
from philatelic outlets in
September 1990. The con
v e n o r o f t h e N e w Z e a l a n d

Native Orchid group, Mr
Ian St. George, had sug
gested that N.Z. Post con
tact Bruce Irwin (botanical
artist) and John Johns
(photographer).

I n D e c e m b e r 1 9 8 8 N . Z .
Post stated that they would
be willing to produce a
special pictorial date stamp
t o m a r k t h e o c c a s i o n .
S o m e w h e r e w e s e e m t o
have missed the bus in this
period but with everything
else to be done regarding
the Conference arrangments
it is not too surprising.
During this period there
were quite major changes
to the postal authority—it
became N .Z . Pos t L t d . ,
rather than N.Z. Post (my
memory may not be cor
rect but this saga might
h a v e s t a r t e d w h e n t h e

department was the Post
Office).

Early in 1989 I became
i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e S h o w
C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e 1 3 t h
w o e a n d h a v e b e e n d e a l

ing with N.Z. Post regar
ding their attendance. We
could not get N.Z. Post to
change their plans despite
n u m e r o u s l e t t e r s ,
telephone calls and per
s o n a l s u b m i s s i o n s a n d I
have not to this day found
out why there was not a
special issue for the 13lh
W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e .

Wearing my other hat (as a
stamp dealer) I can opine
that there were just too
many issues already plann
ed especial ly with the
her i tage ser ies in fu l l
spate—but no one has said
so or put any reason in
writing.

A t t h e E x h i b i t i o n t h e r e
will be a special canceller in
use on the 10th September
and ordinary date stamps
on other days. N.Z. Post
will produce a special cover
(with artwork similar to
t h a t o n t h e M i n i a t u r e
Sheet) and it is expected
t h a t M a x i m u m C a r d s w i l l
b e a v a i l a b l e a s w e l l . ■<
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C L A S S I F I E D
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

F O R S A L E

L a u r c l d a l c O r c h i d s i i p c c -
i a i i s i n i ; i n — C a i t l c y a s —
E q u i t a n i / O n c i d i u i n s —
DcndrobiuiiiK. (Merit loncs and
SffdIinKs). E-'or price list please
s e n d S . A . E . i n
L a u r e l d a l e O r c h i d s , 2 6
N e l s n n S i r c c l , B l e n h e i m .
Phone: (057) 86-414

J u s t P r i n t e d — 3 s p e c i a l
cata logues for VV.O.C. Ful l
o f n e w a n d e x t l u s i v e r c l e a s e s .
S e n d l « r g e S . A . E .
f o r c i i h e r c o o l g r o w i n g ,
intermediate or Cymbidiuin to
House o f Orch ids , 145 Manuku
Road. Auckland 10.

Beautiful, original and accuratc
painied orchid |>ortraits by oBlciai
R.H.S. artist. M.l. Humphreys,
F r a m e d o r u n f r a m c d , s e n d
S.A.E. for ILs t to C, I re land, 1
A n n e S t r e e t . D e v o n p o r t ,
A u c k l a n d 9 .

Graham K. Burr, 6 Ryder Place,
Kaweraii. E'hone: (076) 36-452.
Visits by appointment. Aussie
l!)endroi)iums etc. Cat l ley as
( m o s t l y m i n i s ) , E q u i t a n t
Oncidiums, and some species.
Small plants only, in l imited
numbers pe r va r ie ty. La rge
Selection. C'atalogucs available
(free OcioExT/Novcmljer).

Card with 40c. stamp featuring our native
PUrostylis banksii. Courtesy: Shore Philitalics.

Australian Orchid Review
14 McGill Street Lewisham, Sydney NSW Australia 2049

Telephone (02) 560 6166 Fax (02) 560 6677

NOW SIX ISSUES PER YEAR!
NEW SIZE. . . NEW FORMAT. . . NEW EDITOR

New Zealand (Sea Mail) Two Years $NZ75 or $A64
O n e Y e a r $ N Z 4 1 o r $ A 3 4

New Zealand (Air Mall) Two Years $NZ94 or $A79
O n e Y e a r $ N Z 4 9 o r $ A 4 1

Single Copy Airmail US$9.50
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C O G I TO ' S D I A RY
O R C H I D N A M E S M A D E E A S Y

WHEN FIRST STARTING with orchids we soon discover that they have names.Equally soon we wonder if we're ever going to be able to remember even a small
proportion of them. In my own case I still mixed up Paphiopedilum and Phalaenopsis
several years later. I wasn't even on a "first name" basis after regularly hearing them
mentioned. Let alone knowing their "second names"! A lot of water has gone under
the bridge since then.

The best way to get
f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e n a m e o f
a n o r c h i d i s t o o w n i t . I n

reality it is no more dif
fi c u l t t o r e m e m b e r t h e
word cymbidium than it is
to remember such words as
violet, dahlia, geranium,
gladiolus, or peanuts.
Words like potato, spinach,
cabbage and lettuce are
easy only because we've
k n o w n t h e m a l l o u r l i v e s .

Obviously, it it a matter of
repetition and familiariza
t i o n .

Another important angle
i s w h e t h e r o r n o t w e a r e

sufficiently interested to
learn. People who bet on
horses know them by name
and by-name. They also
know their breeding, their
f o r m , t h e n a m e s o f t h e
jockeys, the racecourses
and a host of other things.
Followers of the game of
rugby know the names of
most players "of note, the
position they play in, their
abilities, the names of the
v a r i o u s t e a m s , t h e

grounds , the towns, the
r e f e r e e s ' , t h e s e l e c t i o n
panels, the Jargon, etc. The

B i l l F r a n s e n
is trying to get his

plant names and labels
cor rec t . Th is month he

fully investigates the
mysteries

of nomenclature.

same applies to cricket,
g o l f , s q u a s h , t e n n i s ,
bridge, or the game of
chess. Noth ing is too
difficult if only we are in
terested. As for me, I only
remember a place like the
B a s i n R e s e r v e b e c a u s e i t
w a s s o m e w h e r e i n t h e

m i d d l e o f t h e r o a d o n t h e
way to the Second New
Z e a l a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l

O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e i n

Wellington in 1985. What
w e s o m e t i m e s f a i l t o

recognise is that lack of
recollection equates with
lack of interest.

F A S H I O N
The fact that something

i s f a s h i o n a b l e a l s o s e e m s t o
have a favourable efiect on
our abi l i ty (or wi l l ) to
l e a r n . N o w t h a t
M a s d e v a l l i a s a r e
f a s h i o n a b l e , m o r e a n d
m o r e f a n c i e r s o b t a i n t h e m
a n d l e a r n a b o u t t h e m .
Why don't we make it
f a s h i o n a b l e t o h a v e c o r r e c t

ly printed plant labels? We
can even go further and
make it trendy to drop a
f e w n a m e s l i k e O n c i d i u m
aurisasinorum or Sophronitis
brevipedunculata now and
again. Think of what it
could do to one's image!
Orchid societies may start
"correct labels" competi
tions and frequently invite
speakers on the subject of
pronunciation and the use
o f L a t i n — a s w e l l a s
" f a n c y " n a m e s f o r
o r c h i d s .
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T R E N D S E T T E R S
L e t u s f a c e i t . I n o u r

hobby there are trendset
ters, just like any other
sphere of activity. Com
mercial growers and their
staff take great pains to
turn out plant labels that
are legible and faultless.
They know the difference
between Upper and Lower
Case print and they apply
all the rules pertaining to
the use of capitals and
smal l le t te rs to the best o f
their ability. Single quota
t i o n m a r k s h o l d n o
m y s t e r i e s f o r t h e m .
However, just like in any
other group of people,
t h e r e a r e a f e w t h a t w i l l
recognise only one stan
d a r d , t h e i r o w n . T h e s e
people should realise that
m o r e o r c h i d l a b e l s a r e
C O P I E D f r o m c o m m e r

cially produced labels than
from any other source.

P r o m i n e n t g r o w e r s ,
b r e e d e r s , a n d o r c h i d
judges are also tendentious
leaders who regularly deal
with plant names. Their
labels are therefore l iable to
be taken as mode ls o f ex
empla ry typograph ica l
discipline. Nobody expects
it to be necessary to go and
check labels that have been
written by those members
of our fraternity.

Orchid society commit
tees also play an important
role. I say committees
r a t h e r t h a n r a n k a n d fi l e
m e m b e r s b e c a u s e c o m m i t
tees tend to be made up of
longer standing "Dyed in

t h e w o o l " i n d i v i d u a l s t h a n
the genereil membership. It
helps if plant names in
magazines and newsletters
are vetted on correct spell
i n g a n d u s a g e . T h e
" P o p u l a r Vo t e " p l a n t
n a m e s s h o u l d r e c e i v e t h a t

special kind of attention as
w e l l .

C O P Y I N G L A B E L S
A m a j o r i t y o f p l a n t

labels cu-e copied at some
stage. The ones that are
not become unreadab le ,
were lost, forgotten about
or thrown out with plants
t h a t w e r e c u l l e d o r k i l l e d .
Plant labels that are hard to
read have gone through
various stages of legibility.
The first cause of this is the

person who wrote it. The
second is the mzmufacturer
of your "indelible" pen,
a n d t h e t h i r d i s t h e s u n .
L a b e l s , o r a t l e a s t t h e
writing on them, will fade.

Fairly early in my orchid
fancying career I adopted
the habit of recording the
names of all newly ac
quired plants in a register.
At the same t ime I check i f
the abbreviated generic
name is the officially ac
cepted one. I also record
t h e s o u r c e o f s u p p l y
b e c a u s e t h a t c a n b e c o m e
necessary knowledge when
a plant is used for breeding
or registering. When I
discover partly faded labels
in my collection I can refer
back to the register to re
establish the correct spell
ing for new labels. The let
tering produced by soft-

lead-pencils is not so nice
and black as of ink-pens
but is usually clearer and
D O E S N O T F A D E .

Much of the faulty spell
ing on plant labels is due to
misreading at the time of
re-writing. Sloppy or un
professional writing and
fading are other major
causes. All sorts of crazy
readings can result from
partial ly faded writ ing.
Letters such as A,K,N,R,
and B can become H or h.
An 0,o,e, can become c.
There are many more
possible misinterpreta
tions, especially if the
original print is indistinct
in the first place. Shaky or
irregular writing can turn n
i n t o r o r h ; a n a c a n
become an e,c, or o; and a
letter like r can read like a v
or y. The possibilities zire
surprising.

F U N N Y N A M E S
Somet imes a name looks

funny or feels wrong. I
h a v e a t t i m e s d e c i d e d t o
" c o r r e c t " w i t h o u t
checking. Nothing is more
like asking for trouble than
doing that! Murphy's Law
o p e r a t e s i n s t a n t l y :
"Everytime we change a
name without checking, we
are wrong; everytime we
d o n ' t c h a n g e w i t h o u t
c h e c k i n g , w e ' r e a l s o
wrong". (Did you know
t h a t M u r p h y w a s a n
optimist?).

Orchid people register
all sorts of names in many
f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e s .



B e s t W i s h e s
T O T H E

1 3 T H W O R L D O R C H I D C O N F E R E N C E
from the

ORCHID DIGEST
We invite you to become a member.

OUTSTANDING COLOR

A Q U A R T E R L Y P U B L I C A T I O N

NAME (Print)

A D D R E S S

CITY

S T A T E Z I P

S E N D Y O U R A P P L I C A T I O N T O : O R C H I D D I G E S T
% M r s . N o r m a n H . A t k i n s o n

Make your check payable to P.O. Box 91 6
O R C H I D D I G E S T C A R M I C H A E L , O A 9 5 6 0 9 - 0 9 1 6

Overseas payment in
Postal Money Order please.

P L E A S E D O N O T S E N D C A S H F o r A i r M a i l o r O v e r s e a s P l e a s e I n q u i r e .

S E E Y O U A T T H E S H O W !
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Actually, words don't have
to be foreign to be unusual.
" L u c e l l a " s h o u l d n o t b e

changed to "Lucille" and
t h e L a t i n w o r d
" s u f f u s u m " s h o u l d n o t
become 'suffusion" just
b e c a u s e w e t h i n k t h a t s u i t s

better. One may as well
w r i t e " c o n f u s i o n " a n d b e
c l o s e r t o t h e t r u t h .
" K i s s i m m e e " ( i t ' s i n
Sander's!) may well have
the meaning of "Kiss Me"
but if you spell it like the
latter it's wrong because
that wasn't the registered
g r e x n a m e .

N O M E N C L A T U R E
(no-MEN-lda-chur)

Sorry, the above heading is
not an invoca t ion o f d iv ine
vengeance 'though some
people see it as such.
N o m e n c l a t u r e m e a n s

systematic naming, in this case
of orchid plants. In 1957 the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d
C o m m i s s i o n w a s f o r m e d
under the auspices of the
officials of the triennial World
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e s . T h e i r
task is to:
• Advise orchid growers on

w h i c h L a t i n b o t a n i c a l
names to adopt.

• To promote and assist in
t h e w o r k o f o r c h i d
classification.

• To give advice to the
bodies responsible for
the Internat ional Code of
B o t a n i c a l N o m e n c l a t u r e
and the International Code
o f N o m e n c l a t u r e f o r
Cultivated Plants.

• To make the provisions of
the two codes as widely

known ^ possible among
orchidists.

• To give advice to the
International Registration
Authori ty for Orchid
Hybrids.

T H E H A N D B O O K
T h e l a s t r e v i s i o n o f t h e

I n t e m a t i o n a l H a n d b o o k o n
O r c h i d N o m e n c l a t u r e a n d

Registration was the 3rd
E d i t i o n o f 1 9 8 5 . T h i s
handbook should be popular
reading-Jbr all orchid growers.
I t is the culminat ion of the
w o r k o f t h e I n t e m a t i o n a l
Orchid Commission and The
H a n d b o o k C o m m i t t e e . T h e
commission could have easily
b e e n i n c l u d e d i n
"trendsetters". They are
however more like originators
than trendsetters!

O R C H I D S P E C I E S
These are plants that occur

naturally in the wild. Their
names consist of two terms in
Latin form. The first temi is
the generic name, e.g.
Cattleya. The second term is
the specific epithet which
names the species within tlie
genus, e.g. labiata. These two
tenns together make up the

specific name of the plants,
e.g. Cattleya labiata. In
printing the specific name
should always be in italics.
There is a printing code
w h i c h r e c o m m e n d s t h a t t h e
u s e o f i t a l i c s s h o u l d b e
indicated by underlining
handwritten or typed work,
e.g. Cattleya labiata.

The generic name always
starts with a capital letter.
The specific epithet always
starts with, and is written
completely in, italics and
lower case print (even when
derived from a personal
name). Alex D. Hawkes, in
his Encyclopaedia of Cultivated
Orchids (1965), still begins all
specific epithets derived from
personal names with a capital
letter, e.g. Cedilla Skinneri.
His use of i ta l ics is not as
r e c o m m e n d e d i n t h e
handbook but is probably
based (like in Sander's List)
on a printer's code. Hawkes'
Encyclopaedia was published
four years before the first
edit ion of the handbook.

S o m e t i m e s a t h i r d a n d
even a fourth term is added.
W i l d v a r i a n t s w i t h i n a
species are designated as
varieties. When writing the
name of a botanical variety a
th i rd t e rm i n La t i n f o rm i s
a d d e d t o t h e a b b r e v i a t i o n
"var.", e.g. Cattleya labiata
var. alba. In this case alba is
t h e t h i r d t e r m a n d i s k n o w n
as the varietal epithet. Note
tha t the abbrev ia t ion "va r. "
is not in italics. A fourth term
is sometimes added. This is
known as a cultivar epithet.
This is always a fancy name
(not Latin) which starts with
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Welcome to New Zealand and the
13th Wor ld Orchid Conference.

Paradise Orchid Nurseries
— specializing in Cool Growing Orchids

- O d a . G o l d e n R i a l t o
' P a r a d i s e P u r e G o l d '

D e n d r o b l u m m o h l i a n u m

D i s s . F o a m A Q / D O S A O d a . C o n c a d e ' P a r a d i s e P l u m '
H C C / O C N Z

We s e l l : -

Odontoglossums — crispam type and intergenerics
Disas — world's best from Syd 8- Marlene Cywes
Dendrobiums — Calyptrochilus, Pedilonum and allied sections
Cymbldiums — First generation minis
Til landsias — mounted

A d dAddress;- Box 2107, Tauranga, N.Z. Proprietor:- Ron Maunder
★ S e e u s a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e ★

★ in the Harford greenhouse — opp. main entrance ★
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Dtnd. X de l i ca tum *Da lc ' CC/NZOS 1989
G r o w e r : M r s E . F r o s t .

a capital and is printed in
Roman print and enclosed in
single quotation marks, e.g.
Callltya labiala var. alba
' N o n s u c h ' .

Callleya skinneri var. alba

When a species is sellcd or
cross pollinated within the
species, all progeny lieiu- die
same specific name (two
terms). When a cullivar
(fourth term) of a sjiecies is
s e l f c d o r c r o s s e d w i t h i n t h e

species, the cultiv.u" name of
the parents may not Ix' used
for any of the progeny.
Culti\'ar names can Ix' passed
on only by means of v'egetative
reproduaion. If you have
trouble understanding these
things, you're in good
company. Many p lan t
breeders don' t underaand i t
either! Don't give up.

N A T U R A L
H Y B R I D S

T h e n o m e n c l a t u r e o f
natural hybrids between
species wiihin the same
genus is the same as for
species, except that a
mul t ip l icat ion s ign (x)
precedes the second term
w h i c h i s h e r e k n o w n a s t h e
col lect ive epithet. The
collective epithet must be

in Latin, e.g. x delicatum.
The generic name and the
collective epithet together
make up the collective
name of a natural hybrid,
e.g. Dendrobium x delicatum.

Natu ra l i n te rgcner ic
hybrids are named in the
same way, except that a
n e w " h y b r i d g e n e r i c
name" is given, e.g. Laelio-
catileya for a cross between a
cattleya and a laelia.

A R T I F I C I A L
H Y B R I D S

For artificial hybrids the
first term is the generic
name (as for species and
natural hybrids). Hybrids
between parents within the
same genus retain their
generic name. Intergcneric
hybrids receive a new
"hybrid generic name",
e.g. Sophrocattleya. The
r u l e s f o r w r i t i n g t h e
generic and hybrid generic
names are the same as for

species and intergcneric

n a t u r a l h y b r i d s , i . e .
starting with a capital and
in i tal ics.

T h e s e c o n d t e r m k i t h e
name of artificial hybrids is
the collective epithet or
grex epithet. This is always
written in Roman type and
always starts with a capital
(as opposed to the specific
epithet of species and the
collective epithet of natural
hybrids) and is not italiciz
ed, e.g. Sophrocattleya
Cleopatra.

The t h i r d t e rm i s known
as the cultivar epithet and
i d e n t i fi e s a n i n d i v i d u a l

plant and its vegetative off
spring, e.g. Sophrocattleya
Cleopatra 'Osir is' . The
r u l e s f o r c u l t i v a r s o f a r
tificial hybrids are the same
as for species. Rule 9 of the
RNRCO (1985) defines a
c u l t i v a r : " A c u l t i v a r i s i t
clone which is a genetically
uniform assemblage of in
d i v i d u a l s d e r i v e d f r o m a
s i n g l e s e e d l i n g b y
vegetative propagation".
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U N I F O R M I T Y
How many screwdrivers

do you have? One might
ask what screwdr ivers have
t o d o w i t h o r c h i d n a m e s !
The question has to do with
the acceptance of stan
dards. I probably have
more than ten screwdr ivers
in my toolkit and at times
c a n n o t fi n d o n e t h a t fi t s
when I want to tighten a
specific screw. The "head"
is different and requires yet
another "special" screw
driver. The saune applies to
b o l t s a n d n u t s , t h e i r
threads, and the spanners
required to tighten what
looks like an ordinary bolt
o r nu t . Cars a re d r i ven on
the left, and cars are driven
on the right hand side of
the road i n d i f f e ren t coun
tries. There are wide, and
there are narrow railway
tracks. We have the met r ic
system, and there are
many other ways of defin
ing measurement. The
o r c h i d w o r l d i s n o d i f
ferent. Standzu-disat ion is a

very hard thing to achieve
fo r many and sund ry
reasons. TTiat is why we
have d i f fe r ing judg ing
systems, variable awards,
inconsistant abbreviations,
unpredictable interpreta
t i o n s , n o n - u n i f o r m
classification, etc.

Many h igh l y sk i l l ed
orchidists from many coun
t r i e s w e r e e l e c t e d o n t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r c h i d
Commission. These people
went to great length and
applied many specialist
s k i l l s t o e s t a b l i s h a

workable code. The Hand
b o o k i s r e v i s e d a s c i r
cumstances and experience
dictate. Yet, we will always
h a v e o u r v e r y o w n
dissenters and non comfor -
m i s t s . M a y b e t h a t i s
human and a healthy sign
that the process of change
is eternzd.

The field of taxonomy is
a v e r y c o m p l e x o n e .
Classification had to begin
somewhere. In its ezu-ly
beginnings all orchids that
grew on trees were combin
ed in one genus, i .e.
Epidendrum. Even to an
aspiring novice it will be
obvious that such classifica
t ion is over-simpl ist ic.
Taking into consideration
that orchids are the largest
group of flowering plants
in the world, one may
begin to recognise that con
t inued- research in a l l fie lds
is necessary and that
changes and rec lass
i fi c a t i o n w i l l b e i n e v i t a b l e .

A simple example of re
classification is a plant like
Haemaria disolor. I t used to
b e k n o w n a s L u d i s i a
discolor. Many people will
argue strongly that Ludisia
is still the correct generic
n a m e b e c a u s e " s o m e
authority" says so. The
1 9 9 0 w o e S h o w S c h e d u l e

gives this genus special
distinction by (class 401)
making it the only class
t h a t i s n a m e d b y i t s
common name, i.e. "Jewel
O r c h i d " . T h e H a n d b o o k

(1985) on page 41 gives
H a e m a r i a d i s c o l o r a s t h e
preferred name. Every

body should give pre
ference to the ru les o f the
H a n d b o o k , T h e a l t e r n a t i v e
is chaos.

S A N D E R ' S L I S T
O F O R C H I D
H Y B R I D S

S a n d e r ' s L i s t i s t o
orchid is ts what the Bib le is
to Christ ians. This ser ies of
books czm be used in many
and varied useful ways. We
owe it all to the foresight
and e f fo r t s o f F reder i ck K .
Sander as wel l as the suc

ceeding generations of
Sander and the Royzil
Horticultural Society. The
April issue of Orchids in New
Zealand contains a good ar
ticle on some aspects of its
use, by John Haywood-
P a r m e r .

An important use of
S a n d e r ' s L i s t i s a s " T h e "
reference book to check the

spelling of the names on
our plant labels. My only
r e s e r v a t i o n i s t h a t t h e
H a n d b o o k d o e s n o t a d
vocate the use of capital let
ters for every letter in the
specific name, or collective
name, as is done through
o u t i n S a n d e r ' s L i s t . T h i s
usage in Sander's must be
based on a printer's code
(typography) which stan
dardises the presentation of
printed work. The printers
of Sander's List applied
this code long before "The
H a n d b o o k " w a s e v e n

t hough t o f . They a re
therefore entitled to uphold
a proud tradition. Sander's
L i s t d o e s u s e l o w e r c a s e
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print for specific epithets,
and i ta l i cs a re 'Used when
reference to genera and
species is made.

Changes in classification
must be an extremely dif
ficu l t p rob lem fo r the
e d i t o r s o f S a n d e r ' s L i s t .
Quite a few problems and
misunderstandings arise
amongst hobbyists as well.
Encyclias for example are
all listed as Epidendrums,
and Rhyncholaelias as
B r a s s a v o l a s . I t i s m a d e
c l e a r t h a t t h i s i s d o n e f o r
the purposes of registra
tion. There are quite a few
o f t h e s e " a n o m a l i e s " t h a t
we have to become famil iar
w i t h .

L a s t b u t n o t l e a s t
Sander's List also prints a
complete list of standard
abbreviations of all generic
names that have been used
in hybr id is ing . In the
1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 5 A d d e n d u m t h i s
list is on pages xxxix to xli.
No longer do we have an
excuse to use the wrong ab
brev ia t i ons ! The re a re s t i l l
some practices about that
can be confusing to the
newcomer. Many authors
when writing about say
D e n d r o b i u m s u s e t h e a b
breviation "D." as a space
saver. That practice is
alright as long as it is
u n d e r s t o o d t h a t i t s h o u l d
b e " D e n . " w l i c n i t i s u s e d
on a label or a card. There
are fortythrce other generic
n a m e s t h a t s t a r t w i t h a
"D." listed. When ap|)Iied
to Catt leyas, only the
genus Cattleya has "C."
a s t l i e s t a n d a r d a b b r e v i a -

Rhyncholatlia digbyana, listed in the
Sander's Lists as Brassavola digbyana.

tion. The rest all have your Society for help with
longer abbreviations the use of Sander's List or
(fifty-three of them). any other reference book.

Don't hesitate to ask They'll be pleased you
long standing members of asked.

REFERENCES:

1. Iiilernaiionai Orchid Commission. The Handbook on Orchid
Nomenclature and Registralion, 3rd Edition (rev) 1985.

2. G. M. Barker. Orchid Names, Waikato Orchid Society
Newsletter. May 1988.

3. A. D. Hawkes. 1965 ENCYCLOPAEDIA of CULTIVATED
O R C H I D S .

4. SANDER'S COMPLETE LIST OF ORCHID HYRBRIDS,
Sanders (St Albans) Ltd. 1946 & ADDENDA.

C O M I N G U P :

DECEMBER: A look at phalaenopsis
culture. Some different ideas to provoke us all.

FEBRUARY '91: Odontoglossums and
the i r cu l tu re . Ar t K ramer revea ls h is secre ts .
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S H O W W E E K
SHOW WEEK (no better than the others through which I have lived . . .)

T h e N o r t h S h o r e
Orchid Society must

have had some

interesting shows.
Beverly O'Dowda
certainly enjoyed

getting ready
for one.

M O N D A Y : C l e a n e d
h o u s e — s h o w e r e d i n m y
n e w s h o w e r — w e n t t o

meet ing-home to mow
lawns-showered again.
S h o w e r d o e s n ' t w o r k . G o t

plumber back . . . started
to type this issue of our
magazine Insigne. Watched
Games. Got up tired.

T U E S D A Y : T h r e w w e t

towels f rom plumber 's
flood into laundry, swept
out all the tramped in
clippings from plumber's
boots. Day's work. Shower
b e f o r e d i n n e r . N o c o l d

pressure. Burnt back.
Ano the r l o t o f t owe ls . S t i l l

clippings throughout.
W E D N E S D A Y : P l u m b e r

at door at 7 am. Can fix he
thinks. Will bring extra part
home tonight. I sweep back
porch after he goes and add
last night's towels to the
other lot. Insigne put away
as tonight is propping plants

for Show night. 8 pm dinner.
Plumber comes again and
after the th i rd lot of towels
and 'you know whats' I
have a lovely shower. Get
the plants done. Beautiful
shower and bed. No games.

T H U R S D A Y :
S H O W E R F I R S T . I a m

living in it you understand.
Now I lose my good pen.
Turn house upside down.
Also cannot find shoe polish.
I am so clean, and so is
h o u s e . . . n o t s h o e s .
Decide I have time to put
all the towels through before
I go to work. Washing
machine won't go!!! 10
towels a l l in machine. Late
to work. Executive meeting
that night—but machine
was fixed during that day.

FRIDAY: Suddenly it all
comes together. I get all the
plants packed into the car
to go with me to Otahuhu
for the day's work before
taking to the hall tonight. I
tear upstairs to clean teeth,
d e c i d e t o s w i s h a f e w
clippings from the shower
w i t h t h e n e w n o z z l e . . . I
C A N ' T T U R N T H E
S H O W E R O F F ! ! ! T h e
plumber's gone to work
and I am soaked. I earbash
his wife, leave him the key,
replace clothes which are
dirty as well as wel, having
scrabb led around the water
main . . . drove to work at
such a pace I snapped off
t w o l a b e l l u m s .

S H O W W E E K ! ! ! !

Some people just can*t stand the pace!!
Kapiti Coast Orchid Society display 1990.
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H a v e a

W o r l d o f
O r c h i d s
a t Y o u r

F inger
t ips !

Join the
A m e r i c a n

O r c h i d

Society

Delve into the fascinating world of orchids each month when you
become a member of the American Orchid Society. Your journey begins
when you open the American Orchid Society Bulletin to pages filled with
priceless tips and articles on orchid culture accompanied by beautiful,
four-color orchid photographs. A special advertising section helps locate
sources of orchid plants, supplies, items from the AOS Book Department
and whatever else is needed to become a successful grower.

As an added bonus, new AOS members also receive the indispensable
Handbook on Orchid Culture, invaluable AOS Yearbook and the AOS
Commercial Orchid Growers Directory.

Join the Society that brings the world of orchids to your fingertips.
Please write or call for a free, four-color membership brochure and let the
journey begin.

American Orchid Society
Department WOC

6000 South Olive Avenue • West Palm Beach, PL 33405
(407) 585-8666
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A History
Cryptostylis subulata in

N e w Z e a l a n d

The late DIGBY graham must have been pleasantly surprised when, in1975, he was directed to an unusual plant growing on the Seymore's farm at
Kaimaumau in the Far North. Digby, an accomplished orchid artist with a bent for
paphiopedilum, and a regular visitor to the Seymore's, recognised their discovery as an
orchid previously unknown in New Zealand. Cryptostylis subulata became a spectacular
and attractive addition to the country's flora.

Cryptostylis subulata
(Detail from A. W. Dockrill

Australian Indigenous Orchids)

For many years this
everg reen o rch id was
k n o w n o n l y f r o m t h e
s o u t h e r n e n d o f t h e
K a i m a u m a u w e t l a n d
Reserve . As ad jacen t
C r o w n l e a s e l a n d w a s
cleared of scrub and dra in
ed for dairy farming, the
R e s e r v e b e c a m e m o r e
accessable. Cryptostylis
s u b u l a t a h a s s i n c e b e e n
found i n l oca l i sed co l on ies
throughout this Reserve
and in two others. It is pre
sent in good numbers in till
three and appears to be on

Doug McCrae,
Conservation officer

for the Native Orchid
group discusses our

native Cryptostylis
subulata, voith

special rference to
its discovery and

cur ren t conserva t ion
s t a t u s .

the increase. The conserva
tion status of C. subulata is a

r a n k i n g i n t h e l U C U
category— Vulnerable.

My first introduction to
Cryptostylis subulata was in
1 9 8 4 w h e n t h e K a i t a i a
Senior F ie ld Officer fo r the
now defunct Department
o f L a n d s a n d S u r v e y
d i r e c t e d m e t o A l l a n
S u m m e r s ' f a r m a t
Motutangi. Mr Summers
was preparing an area
adjacent to the north
western boundary of the
K a i m a u m a u R e s e r v e f o r

grassing. In the drained

and partially converted
paddocks C. subulata was
unusuedly abundant. The
p o p u l a t i o n c o m p r i s e d
4-5000 plants on low-lying
peatland over c.2ha that
was periodically submerg
ed in winter-spring. The
a r e a h a d b e e n c r u s h e d i n
1 9 7 9 - 8 0 a n d h a d b e e n

repeatedly rotary-hoed for
two to three years and lime
had been applied. The very
high local population den
sity was due to the above
factors together with the
repeated earlier fragmenta
tion of vegetative parts
(propagules) combined
with opening up of the
surface peat and release of
t h e o r c h i d s f r o m i n t e n s i v e
c o m p e t i t i o n o f o t h e r
species and shading by
m a n u k a . T h e i n c r e a s e i n
orchid population would
probably have been an
opportunistic 'flush'. The
m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e h a b i t a t
i n i t s s t a t e a t t h a t t i m e
w o u l d h a v e r e q u i r e d
special management—a
t o o l n o t a v a i l a b l e a t t h a t
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An ichneumon wasp poUinating this species.
Photograph: Doug McCrac.

Despite my eiTorts to
have the Reserve boundary
e x t e n d e d t o a c c o m m o d a t e
th i s l a rge l y ' a r t i fic ia l '
population, a DSIR report
commiss ioned by t he
Department of Lands and
Survey recommended
otherwise. The report did
recommend that salvage
ope ra t i ons shou ld be
under taken fo r as many
orchid plants as would be
practical and for some of
t h e t h r e a t e n e d f e r n s —

CyclosoTus intenuptus and
Thelypteris confluens.

A b o u t h a l f o f t h e

Cryplostylis population was
salvaged. The Department
o f Lands and Survey
t r a n s f e r r e d a n u m b e r o i
plants to one of the other
Reserves where C. subulala

w a s k n o w n t o g r o w
natural ly. Tour part ies
from the Royal Forest and
Bird Protection Society
a n d v a r i o u s i n d i v i d u a l s
also collected plants. I
personally removed almost
1000 plants, mainly for
holding in storage for later
t r a n s f e r t o c o n s e r v a t i o n
areas. Many plants were
gifted to interested persons
and l a te r some were so ld .

H a v i n g s u c h a l a r g e
number on hand provided
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r
e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n w i t h
cultural techniques for the
purposes of both conserva
t ion and commerc ia l sa les .

Cryptoslylis had proved
easy to propagate and easy
to keep in cultivation. New
plants were prcjcluced from

the tips and internodes of
broken sections of the long,
fleshy and brittle roots,
when buried in a potting
medium in large pots and
flat trays. The mix was
kept evenly moist, but not
overly wet.

Natural propagation for
this species is achieved by a
pollinating agent — the
i c h n e u m o n w a s p ,
Lissopimpla sernipunctata. By
performing the strange
practice of pseudocopula-
tion, the male wasps at
tempt to mate with the
flower. During this process
the pollinia become attach
ed to the wasp's abdomen
(see photo). When the
wasp visits another flower
some of the pol len is
deposited onto the stigma.
The wasps are attracted to
t h e p l a n t s b y fl o r a l
mimicry and scent. The
warm, humid weather dur
ing December and January
seem to suit the orchid and
the wasp. These months
are the main flowering
period for the orchid antl
probably the maturity
stage of the wasp's life
cycle.

In Australia Cryptoslylis
subulata is widespread and
n o t u n c o m m o n i n t h e
s o u t h e a s t e r n a n d s o u t h e r n

.s ta tes . In New Zea land, i t
is to be found in good
numbers in three separate
[)roiected areas and is on
d i e i n c r e a s e .

1 3 G t e i i d i n i A v c n u u

A v u n d a l c

A u c k l a n d 7

2 0 5



when visiting the 11.6. be sure to
include Q.f. Orchids in jour plans.

*

%

"'inest in Vandas. Asococendas,
I & Warm Growing (Species

TUESDAY - SUNDAY; 9a.ra. - 5p.m. * CLOSED MONDAYS

28100 6.W. 182 Avenue * Ilome^Lead. Fla. 33030

PflONE (305) 245^4570 J
2 0 6 O R C H I O f t I N N E W Z E A L A N D



I N D E R S
'EAUTIFUL

rJ OUR LOUNGE, in a (sort of) tidy pile, is a seeminglyendless pile of orchid information in the form of papers
on vcirious genera. Bulletins, Awards Quarterly and Orchids in
New Zealand. There is over 10 years worth of those so they
really did need a good home.

Now it happened that the
organisers of the 13th WOC
badly needed funds and it
was put to our Society to
think of a way to raise some
money. So I though some
way of binding "Orchids in
N e w Z e a l a n d " i n t o
m e t h o d i c a l o r d e r w a s a
thought.

One thing that really an
noys me is punching holes in
magazines, so I went around
all the binding firms listed in
the Yellow Pages until I
came up with a well made
binder with an ingenious
method of filing, which
e l i m i n a t e d t h e n e e d f o r
holes, and didn't cost too
m u c h .

I t a l l seemed qu i te
easy—the orders started to
come in and we packed and
dispatched furiously—then
little hitches appeared;
c o u r i e r f e e s i n c r e a s e d

d r a m a t i c a l l y s o o u r
allowance for postage wasn't
enough and so our profits
were reduced, then single
o r d e r s w e d i s c o v e r e d c o s t
THREE times our postage
allowance (we had expected
just bulk orders) and then
couriers don't deliver to box

numbers so a l t e rna t i ve ad
dresses had to be researched

(although that problem was
overcome by the use of Fast
Post deliveries).

In the two years we've
been doing this, we've made
S500 d i rec t dona t ion to
WOC and a lso loaned $500
to be returned to our Society
la te r.

We hope to sell still more
a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o s h a r e
p r o fi t u n t i l W O C i s
over—so, if your "Orchids
i n N e w Z e a l a n d " a r e i n a

(sort of) organised pile but
would love to l ive in an at
tractive, green, hard cover
with wired spine, get your
Society to send a cheque for
a bulk order (minimum 14)
at $9.50 each, or for a lesser
number an extra $1 per
binder post and packing.

Canterbury Orchid Society
B i n d e r a / c

d- G. M. Day
4 4 H a r r o w d a l e I W v e

C h r i s t c h u r c h 4

Non Toxic Sprays
W i t h t h e c u r r e n t t r e n d

towards non toxic sprays in
regard to both the envir
onment and our own heal th
h e r e a r e a f e w f r o m T h e

Bay o f P len ty Orch id
Society.

For Red Spider — 2 table
spoons Cold Water Surf; 1
tablespoon Meths; 1 table
spoon All Season Oil. Shake
up in a gallon of water and
spray 2-3 times at 10 day
intervals.

For Slugs, Snai ls and
Slaters — 1 tablespoon
Jeyes Fluid in 1 gallon of
water. Spray as necessary.

For minor problems with
aphids and the like— a
simple 'Green soap' spray
at 1 teaspoon per litre of
water. This soap is avail
a b l e f r o m t h e c h e m i s t ,
although you may have to
order i t . The principle
involved is essentially to
make life sticky for the
insects and to block up
their breathing holes.

Watch storage of made-
up sprays — generally they
should be used straight
a f t e r m i x i n g . • <

2 0 7



New Zealand Orchid societ ies
Locat ion meet ing detai ls fo l low:

5 A u c k l a n d

A u c k l a n d O r c h i d C l u b

Cymbidium Soc. of America
H i b i s c u s C o a s t O . S .
H o w i c k O r c h i d C l u b

N.Z. Orchid Society
N o r t h S h o r e O . S .

S o u t h A u c k l a n d O . S .

6 H a m i l t o n
W a i k a t o O . S .

7 T o k o r o a

T o k o r o a O . S .

8 T h a m e s

Thames Valley O.S.

18 Taupo
Taupo O.S.

19 New Plymouth
T a r a n a k i O . S .

2 0 S t r a t f o r d
S t r a t f o r d O r c h i d C l u b

1 K a i t a i a

K a i t a i a & D i s t r i c t O . S .

2 K e r i k e r i

Bay of Islands O.S.

3 Whangarei
Whangarei O.S.

4 W a r k w o r t h
Warkworth & Dist. O.S.

9 Tauranga
Tauranga O.S.
Orchid Nurseries Association

1 0 T e P u k e

Bay of Plenty O.S.

1 2 G i s b o m e

Poverty Bay East Coast O.S.

1 3 W a i r o a
W a i r o a O . S .



ORCHID COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND
SOCIETY SECRETARIES & MEETING NIGHTS

Following each secretaries' name is a personal address and telephone number shouldyou wish to make contact with a society at short notice. If a societies' mailing
address differs from that of the secretary it will appear directly underneath. Meeting
nights and venues are listed on the right hand side.

NOTE: Numbers relate to map location.

A U C K L A . V D O R C H I D C L U B
Mr Doug L i l l y I t t Tuewlay. 7 .30 pm (except Jan)
12 Spence Road. Henderson Henderson Civic Centre.
A U C K L A N D A l d e r n i a i i D r i v e . H e n d e r s o n
T e l e p h o n e : ( 0 9 ) 8 3 6 - 8 9 0 0 A u c k l a n d 5

B A Y O F I S L A N D S O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s L e s l e y R o c k c l l 2 n d W e d n e s d a y , 7 . 3 0 p m
R.D. 2. KAIKOHE .St . James Church Hall
T e l e p h o n e : ( 0 8 8 7 ) 6 8 - 8 4 5 K e r i K e r i 2

B A Y O F P L E N T Y O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Mr Trevor Signal
L a m b e r t R o a d . 2 n d S u n d a y, 2 p m
W H A K ATA N E R D 2 Te P u k e H i g h S c h o o l L i b r a r y
Te lephone : ( 076 ) 28 -233 Tu i S t r ee t
P . O . B o x 4 7 8 . T c P u k e . ' I V P u k e 1 0

C A N T E R B U R Y O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s A d r i c n n e R u s h w o r t l i l i t M o n d a y, 8 p m
P. O . B o x 7 1 3 1 . R a n g e r s F o o t b a l l P a v i l i o n
S Y D E N H A M 1 5 8 M i C r e g o r s R o a d
T e l e p h o n e : 8 5 5 - 4 8 3 C h r i s t c h u r c h 2 8

C A P I T A L C I T Y O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Mrs Jan Kirker 3rd Monday, (except Dec/Jan), 7.45 pm
P . O . B o x 3 8 3 9 K h a n d a l l a h S c h o o l H a l l
WELLINGTON Clark Street. Khandnllali. Wellington 17

C Y M B I D I U M S O C . O F A M E R I C A
A U S T R A L A S I A N B R A N C H
Ray Dix
3 8 1 R e d o u b t R o a d
M A N U K A U C I T Y 5

Telephone: (09) 263-6090

D A N N E V I R K E & D I S T R I C T
O R C H I D S O C I E T Y 2 n d M o n d a y , 7 . 3 0 p m
M r D e r e k B o i w e l l H e a r i n g A s s o c i a t i o n H a l l
P . O . B o x 2 8 8 M l P h e e S t r e e t
D A N . N ' E V I R K E D a n n e v i r k e 1 5

G O R E O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s I . S t e w a r t
3 D W i l l i a m S t r e e t
G O R E
Telephone: (020) 86-639

2nd Tuesday, 8 pm
D i l f e r e n t n i e t n l j e r s ' h i i

H A W K E S B A Y O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s I r i s B u r g e 1 s t M o n d a y , 7 . 3 0 p m
6 T i f f e n P l a c e P a k o w l i a i H a l l
G R E E N M E A D O W S P a k o w h a i R o t t t l
Telephone: 444-602 Hawkes Bay

H I B I S C U S C O A S T O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s J e a n E l l i s o n 2 n d S u n d a y , 2 p m
2/222 Cen t reway Road Br idge C lubr iK ims
O R E W A N o . 4 C e n t r e w a y R o a d
T e l e p h o n e : 6 4 - 7 2 6 O r r w a

H O W I C K O R C H I D C L U B
M r s E i l e e n F r o s t
73 Ridge Road
HOWicK

2nd Sunday, 1.30 pit

H U T T V A L L E Y O R C H I D C I R C L E

P. O . B o x 3 1 4 3 0 7 . 3 0 p m ( S c p l / A p r )
L O W E R H U n " S u n d a y , 2 p m ( M a y / A u g )

HutI Valley Horticultural Staiety.

K A I TA I A & D I S T. O R C H I D S u p p e r R i M u n . l a i w e r H u t t 1
Mrs Margaret Perry SOCIETY
P. O . B o x 2 4 5
A W A N U I

Telephone: (088971) 593
W a i h a r a r a V a r i o u s D a l e s a n d l o c a t i o n s

K A P I T I O R C H I D S C r C I E T Y

53 Bengal Street. Khandallah Hadltcld Ron
7.30 pm (except Jan)

I t . Coas l land.s
W E L L I N G T O N

Telephone: (04) 796-994

P.O. Box 93. Paraparaitri

Shopping Ce
Paraparat

L E V I N & D I S T . O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s L y n S h e r l o c k 4 t h T u e s d a y , 7 . 3 0 p m
Atkins Road. Manakau RD Methodist Church Hall
L E V I N K e n t S t r e e t . L e v i n
Telephone: MNK 698
P. O . B o x 1 8 0 . L e v i n

M A N A W A T U O R C H I D S O C
M r s L . T h o m p s o n 2
6 4 ' T u t a e n u i R o a d A
M A R T O N C
" I V I e p h o n e : ( 0 6 5 2 ) 7 0 0 7 p

2nd Thursday, 7.45 pm
A l l . S a i n t s C h u r c h H a l l

C h u r c h S t r e e t
P a l m e r s t o n . N o r t h

M A R L B O R O U G H O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s G w e n d a C o s i e l l o
P . O . B o x 1 4 3 W i n t e r — 3 r d S u n d a y , 1 . 3 0 p m
S E D D O N S u m m e r — 3 r d T h u r s d a y . 8 p m
T e l e p h o n e : 2 7 - 3 7 7 W e s l e y C e n t r e
P. O . B o x 8 0 4 . B l e n h e i m 3 H e n r y S t r e e t . B l e n h e i m 2 7

N E L S O N O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Mrs Gillian Lyster
62 Point Roitd. Monaco 3rd Tuesday, 7.30 pm (except Jan)
N E L . S O N . V l e l h i x l i s i C h u r c h H a l l
' T e l e p h o n e : ( 0 5 4 ) 7 6 - 7 4 3 . N e a l c A v e n u e . S t o k e 2 6

N E W Z E A L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r D e r e k L a m b 3 r d W e d n e s d a y ( e x c e p t D e c / J a n )
2 2 9 L a k e R o a d M t A l l x - r t M e m o r i a l H a l l
TAKAPUNA. AUCKLAND M, A lbe r t Road
T e l e p h o n e ; ( 0 9 ) 4 9 6 - 6 4 5 A t t c k l a n i l 5

2 0 9



N O R T H O T A G O O R C H I D S O C I E T V
Mrs Shirley Piert>
1 6 C h e l n i r r s R ( i a i l 2 n d T h u r s d a y , 7 , 3 0 p r
I M M A R U R r d C r o s s R n o m s

T fl c p h o n i ' : 4 6 - 7 % C c n i c n n i a J B u i l d i n g
J V C ) B u x 2 0 7 . O a i n a r u S c x r r n S i r e n , O a m a r u

N O R T H S H O R E O R C H I D S O C I E T T '
M r s A n n r t l e H a n
I'.U. Box 3.3493. Takapuna Isl Sunday, (except Jar
A U C K L A N D A u c k l a n d

TAURANGA ORCHID SOCIETY 3rd Tuesday. 7 .30 pm
. M i s s B a r b a r a N a l d e r ( D e c o n l y 1 s t T u e )
P . O . B o x 6 6 9 W e s l e y H a l l ,
T A U R A N G A . M e i h o d i s l C h u r c h
Telephone; 85-270 I3th Acenue. Tauranga

T H A M E S V A I . I . R Y O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Miss B. Toinpkin
Te lephone ; 78 -525 Las t Sunday, 1 . 30 pxn
P . O . B o x 3 1 9 T T i a m e s H i g h S c h o o l
T M A M E i S S e a l e y S t r e e t , T h a m e s

O R C H I D N U R S E R I E S A S S O C I A T I O N
M r R o n . M a u n d e r
P. O . B o x 2 1 0 7
T A U R A N G A

O R C H I D . S O C I E T Y O F S O U T H L A N D
N o c l i n r M u r c h
M v r o x x B u s h . N o . 2 R D
I N V K R C A R C I I . I .

T'cleptioni-; .304-781

O T A C O O R C H I D C L U B
Mi John I.loyd
4H VVr,.v .Sireel
l J U N E D I N

1st Tucsda)', 7.30 pm
F r c l e t j i e d F a r m e r s R i k o t j s
F o r t h S t r e e t .

Insrrca.-gill

4ih Wednesday. 7.30 pm
St Pe te r s Ha l l
H i l l s i d e R o a d
S o u t h D u n r i l i n

P O V E R T Y B A Y E A S T C O A S T
O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Mrs Helen Topp
l i s C r i i fl i i r d S t r e e t
C I S B C R N E

Telephone. (06) B67 4327

2nd Monday. 7.30 pm
VVaiapu Ctrl Glitdes laalge
Valley Road
( i i s l x t r n e

R O T O R U A O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s j e s s F o s t e r I s l S u n d a y . 2 p m
' I . I A | M i l h i P l a t e . M a l f r i i v R o a t i P r i i n a r s . S < l i i t o l
R O T O R l . A M a l f r m R o a i l W e s t
T i l e p h i i n r 4 7 8 - 3 7 0 R o i o fi i . i I

S T H A U C K L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
■M r s . M K m r r y 1 s t M o n d a y. 7 . 3 0 p m
P. O . B o x < 1 7 3 6 1 S r i i t o r C i l i x e n s M . i l l
South Aitt kland .Mail Centre East Street, I'Miiakiiia
Telcphnne; (09) 2h7-()4I6 Auikl.tnd

S T H C A N T E R B U R Y O R C H I D .
B E G O N I A S i F E R N S O C I E T Y
.Mrs Ol iM- Slater Is i Tuesday, 7 ,30 pm

attassa Orchid, No 4 RD Caroline B.i\ Coiiiinuniiv jaiunge
T T M A R U T i t n a r t i
T e l e p h o n e , 8 8 0 . M A K 1

. S T H T A R . A N A K 1 O R C H U ) S f X i l E T Y
M r s U n a M c C o r i m t k
2 5 P u r i i i S i r e n 3 r d T h u r s d a y . 7 . 4 5 p m
H . A W K R . A H . i « e r , i ( a i m i n u n t l v C e n l t r
l e l e p h o n e 8 , 5 - 7 5 5 A l h a i n S t r e e t
P O B o x 2 7 5 . H a c c e l a H a c s e l . t )

S T R A T F O R D O R C H I D C L U B

Mrs Joan Maul
1 6 H a m l e t S t r e e t
- S T R A T F O R D
Telrphiine' 54l"4

1st Wednesday, 7,45 pn
. I t Hint Siren

S l r a l l o r i l

T A R A N A K l O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
.Mr Cral ta i i ie Hi l l 2nd Tuesday. 7 pm
P . O . B o x 6 3 5 F ' l i z r o x ( a i m r i t u t i i i c C e n t t
N E W P LY M O U T H S a . k v. ' l l e S t r r n
T ' e l e i t l t o n e ; 8 6 - 5 0 5 P l v m t i u i l t

T A U P O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r B i l l R a d e n i a k e i

3 F r e i l e r i t k S i r r r l

T A I T H )

Tclcphotte: 89-417 (85-0(81 lius)

3rd Tuesday, 7.45 pm
D S I K , F ' r e s l i w a l e r D i e K i o n
Tu s s h a r e t o a S i r e e l
T ati|»

T O K O R O A O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
D i a n e W i l l s u n
8 4 Ta s t t i a n D r i v e
T C J K O R O A

Telephone; 66-428

4th Wednesday. 7 pm
Ta i n u i I n t e r m e d i a t e S c h c x i l
S t a l T n i o m
T o k o r o a

W A I K A T O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

• M r s J . B e l l 4 ( h T u e s d a y . 7 . 3 0 p m
Telephone; (071) 56-5410 Hamilton Gardens Complex
P.O. Box 7101 , HAMILTON Cobha rn D r i ve . Hami l t on

W A I R A R A P A O R C H I D C I R C L E
.Mrs IXiniihy Halt
1 6 Ve n i c e S t r e e t
. M A R T I N B O R O U G H

'Telephone, (0553) 69-829
P O . B o x 3 0 2 , M a s i r i l o n

W A I R O A O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
. M r s M i a R o l l s
4 , 5 M a h i a A v e n u e
W A I R O A
Telephone. (0724) 8067
P O Box 281, Wairoa

Isl Sunday. 2 pm
S e n i o r C i t i z e n s H a l l
C o l e S t r e e t
N I a s t r r l o n

W a

W A N G A N U I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
M r s M a r y P h i l l i p s I s l We d n e s d a y. 7 , 3 0 p m
P.O. Box 7080, Mid Avenue Old Folks Centre
WANCiANUI (c 'pp . Counc i l Chambers)
■Telephone; 39-413 Ouyion Street. Wanganui
W A R K W O R T H & D I S T R I C T S
O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Mrs E.J, Wilktns
1 1 B r o w n s R o a d
W A R K W O R T H
Trlepltone; (0846) 8451

Last Wednesday, 1.30 pr
To t a r a P a r k
W a r k w t i r l h

W E L L I N G T O N O R C H I D I s l . M o n d a y. 8 p m ( e x c e p t J a n )
Mrs 1). Williatnson SOCIETY Our lastly of the Rosary Sctaxtl
39 Noniianbv .SitTei, Newtown Wainui Road
W E L L I N G T O N H . i . t 1 7

W E S T C O A S T O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
. M i s s E i l e e n P i k e
24 Sturge Street. Cobden
G R K V M O U T H 3 4

W E S T P O R T O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
Mrs Jewel Leinor

2 2 R o m i l l v S i i r e i

W E S T P O R ' T

'Telrphone 8386

3rd Wednesday. 7.30 pm
West|Mirt Piunkri Rooms
< i n r R u s s e l l & L s n i l h u r s i . S t r e e t

V W s t p o r i 3 5

W I I A N G A R E I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
. M r s J o y W i . t s We d n e s d a y. 7 , 3 0 p r
P O B o x 1 4 0 8 S i J o h n s C h u n h I L t l l
W H A . N G A R E l V u )
•lelephone; ((189) 436-1151.5 vvhangare.

I'O Box 650, Tau|xi 3.3tM) ((Ijiii. Cohli id Co

2 1 0 O R C H I D S I N N E W Z E A U M D



C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S
Largest range ever offered in Australia

Over 200 mericlones and 500 different crossings.
Cymbidiums from the best hybridizers

i n A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d .

We a/so /lave a very large
s e l e c t i o n o f : -

★ Cattleyas
★ Vandas &■ Ascocendas
★ D e n d r o b i u m s
★ Phalaenopsis
★ Paphiopedilums
★ Miltoniopsis
★ O n c i d i u m s
★ Odontoglossums
★ Species

If it is an orchid we will more than likely have it.
We have over 3,000 square metres of glasshouses

plus an even larger shade area.
We would love to see you in 1991 when

Western Aust ra l ia hosts the

1 2 t h A U S T R A L I A N O R C H I D C O N F E R E N C E
S E P T E M B E R 1 3 t h - 1 9 t h

6 / ' -

7 6 E VA N D A L F R O A D
L A N D S D A L E
W . A U S T R A L I A 6 0 5 6

Telephone: (09) 343-2761
A / H r s : ( 0 9 ) 2 7 1 - 3 5 1 7

F a x : ( 0 9 ) 3 0 9 - 3 1 8 2

2 1 1





A n n - M a r i e O r c h i d s
(Syd and Joy Wray)

Please send for
current listing.

P . O . B o x 4 8 9
Whangarei

Phone: (089) 436-0515

''tM? Phalaenopsis
> S p e c i a l i s t s

O r c h i d s
When you want the very best

s e e u s

(You will pay less for the best)
3 Etherege Place,

H o w i c k , A u c k l a n d 1 7 0 5
P h o n e : 5 3 4 - 8 3 4 8

(Answerphone installed)

O v e r 2 0 0 0
different orchid species

W h o r G ? s p e c i e s p e o p l e '
o rch ids

The greatest variety of orchids
a v a i l a b l e i n N e w Z e a l a n d

Masdevallias our specialty
Colour catalogue — $4

Nursery open 9am - 4 pm
Tuesday - Sunday

D o m i n i o n R o a d , Tu a k a u
P h o n e ( 0 8 5 ) 6 8 - 3 9 2

Pahiopedilums
Species • Primaries • Novelties

& Complex Hybrids
Flasks to Flowering

P A P A A R O H A O R C H I D S
C o r o m a n d e l

Nursery open by appointment

Phone(0843)58-291

• Looking for Quality •

O d o n t s a n d D i s a s

P a r a d i s e O r c h i d s
P.O. Box 2107 Tauranga

P h : ( 0 7 5 ) 2 5 - 5 7 0

SHERLOCK'S ORCHIDS
Offer species and hybrid mixed

genera of high quality.
Vis i to rs to our nursery are

welcome. Coach parties by
appointment.

H O U R S : T h u r s - S u n i n c l .
— 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. —

AT K I N S R O A D , M A N A K A U
R . D . O T A K I

P h o n e M a n a k a u 6 9 8



Wellington's success of 1985

■ - h t ~

capi tal Ci ty Orchid Society
Champion d isp lay, Wel l ing ton 1985

W h a t A u c k l a n d c a n d o 1 9 9 0

1 3 t h W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e

5 th to 17 th September
Photo: p. C. Tomlinson


