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MARK YOUR CALENDAF|S NOW!!
N E W Z E A L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

wil l hold i ts Annual Winter Show on
7th, 8th and 9th July 1989

a t t h e M t . A l b e r t W a r M e i i n o r i a l H a l l
New North Road, St. Lukes, Auckland 3.

Staging of Plants: From 2.00 pm to 7.30 pm
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S h o w P r e v i e w : 7 . 3 0 p m , T h u r s d c i y, 6 t h J u l y.
Open to Publ ic : 10.00 am - 8 pm Fr iday, 7th July.

10.00 am - 5.00 pm, Saturday and
Sunday, 8th and l-ith July.

AND — The 41st Annual Display of Orchids — Spring Show
22nd, 23rd and 24th September 1989 — Same Venue

Staging of Plants: From 2.00 pm to 7.30 pm
(incl. Trading Table plants) Wednesday, 20th September.
J u d g i n g : 9 . 3 0 a m T h u r s d a y , 2 1 s t S e p t e m b e r
Open to Publ ic : 10.00am - 8 .00pm, Fr iday, 22nd Sept .

10.00am - 5.00pm, Saturday and Sunday,
23rd and 24th September.
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In the Greenhouse . . .

Bob McCuHoch from the Wellington region has agreed to write this column for us for
a while sharing his orchid growing experience with us.

Orchid Ramblings
Bob McCu l foch

Most experienced orchid growers would agree that the best way to grow orchids
is to give them the right conditions and then treat them with ignore. Most of the less
experienced growers would probably agree, if only they could figure out what the
right conditions are, and why they keep changing.

I t ' s r e a s o n a b l e t o a s s u m e t h a t t h e
majority of new orchid growers already
have a good background knowledge of
botany and horticulture, and probably
graduated to orchids because of the
beau^ of the flowers, the challenge of
growing something exotic, or just plain
b o r e d o m w i t h r o s e s a n d d a f f o d i l s .

In any case, it's important to realise
that orchids have exactly the same
requirements as any other plants, and
the only mysterious bits are that some of
those needs are exaggerated out of all
proportion to our normal perception of
what is required to grow a plant.

All plant roots need access to air now
and again, but orchids have gone
paranoiac about it, and demand to be
dried out between waterings. This
m a k e s i t d i f fi c u l t f o r t h o s e t e r r e s t r i a l o r
semi-terrestrial orchids, but they seem to
have evolved hairy roots to keep things
airy, or else that take good care to grow
in fairly light soil.

The rest of the orchid family, who
grow on trees or rocks, have developed
the ability to soak up any passing
moisture in a flash, and have become
not plants which require air at their roots
now and again, but plants which like a
bit of water at their roots occasionally.

Probably as a result of this, orchids are
fussy about the humidity of the air,
being happiest with a higher humidity
than exists in the average flower garden.
The high humidity slows down the rate
of water loss from the plant leaves, and
also helps to keep the leaves cool.

Another difference with orchids is that
w i th few excep t ions they canno t
tolerate full sun. Those which can, have
small cylindrical leaves designed to avoid
the sun as much as possible, and in
general the larger and thinner the leaves
of an orchid plant are, the more shade it
requires.

Bu t p robab ly the mos t d i f ficu l t
difference to come to terms with is that
most orchids have a definite resting
period sometime in the year. This can
vary from a few days to several months,
usually after flowering, when the orchid
pulls its roots up under its leaves and
goes to sleep for a while. Watering or
feeding at this time will lead to roots
rotting away, as they are inactive and
the mix remains soggy instead of drying
out. This doesn't mean that the orchid
will die, but it certainly slows it down
when it starts growing again.

So the bas ic cu l tu ra l needs o f o rch ids
in captivity are something to grow in
which will hold them upright and allow
air to the roots, moving moist air at the
right temperature, plenty of water when
they are growing, and not much when
they aren't, enough light at the right
intensity, and some fertilizer to make
them into big strong plants which will
h a v e l o t s o f fl o w e r s .

Try to visit the glasshouse of someone
who has visited the region where the
orchids you want to grow originate
from, as these people invariably have
superior conditions and grow their
o rch ids much be t te r than the res t o f us .
Make a note to visit those regions when
you win Lotto.
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Remember that orchids are very
adaptable plants, and will grow and
fl o w e r u n d e r l e s s t h a n p e r f e c t
conditions, but only to the point where
t h e l e a s t f a v o u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n l i m i t s
growth. It also means that you should
choose the types of orchids you grow
with regard to the conditions you can
supply. If you can't supply heat, and
there are regular frosts in your area, then
any attempt to grow orchids which
require warmth is doomed to failure.

Another thing to bear in mind is that
conditions in your section are not the
s a m e a s i n t h e s e c t i o n n e x t d o o r . T h e
very s t ruc ture wh ich a l lows your
neighbour to grow beautiful orchids,
may very well cast a shadow on your
glasshouse at the wrong time of day,
and prevent the same type of orchid
from flowering! The shape and position
of buildings also creates microclimates
which can be used to advantage, or
avoided, as the case may be.

To avoid disappointments, which are
costly and may even put you off orchid
growing, decide which types of orchids
you should be able to grow, and stick
rigidly to those types until you have a bit
of experience under your belt. When you
go to a show, and you know you are
going to buy a plant, make it a large
flowering size one, preferably in spike.
Flowers are the name of the game, and if
you have a plant that has already
fl o w e r e d , t h e n y o u r c h a n c e s o f
flowering it next year are much better
than if you buy several seedlings of
flowering size. In the early years of
orchid growing, the accent should be on
a small number of plants well grown,
rather than a larger number of small
plants struggling under conditions which
may not be quite right.

There will be plenty of opportunities to
grow younger and smaller plants when
you have your growing condit ions
sorted out. After all, you are going to
grow orchids for the rest of your life,
aren't you?

1 8 D a v i s C r e s c e n t

Upper Hutt

M o r e
1 9 8 9 S h o w D a t e s

W I N T E R S H O W S

NORTH SHORE ORCHID SOCIETY
10 th & 11 th June
North Shore Training College Hall
Akoranga Drive, Takapuna.

S P R I N G S H O W S
GOLD COAST ORCHID SOCICTY

26th & 27th August
(Not dates previously announced)
Sou thwards Car Museum

NORTH SHORE ORCHID SOCIETY
1 st, 2nd & 3rd September
North Shore Training College Hall
Akoranga Drive, Takapuna.

OTAGO ORCHID CLUB

9th, 10th September, 1 pm - 5pm
St Peters Hall, Hillside Road, Dunedin

M A N AWAT U O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
9th & 10th September
Conference Centre, Palmerston North.

THAMES VALLEY ORCHID SOCIETY
15th & 16th September
War Memorial Hall, Mary Street, Thames.

LEVIN ORCHID SOCIETY
23rd & 24th September.

TAUPO ORCHID SOCIETY
23rd & 24th September
Memorial Hall, Taupo.

TARANAKI ORCHID SOCIETY
29th & 30th September, 1 st October
St Josephs Hall
Devon Street West. New Plymouth.

CANTERBURY ORCHID SOCIETY
note change of date:

30th September, 1 st October

WA N G A N U I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
7th & 8th October.
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Pondering On Greenhouse Design
B i l l M u l d e r

In our quest to grow orchids ever bigger, ever better and ever more beautiful a
great deal can be read about various ways to achieve this. We have everybody's
versions of potting mixes, types of pots, watering habits, food and so on. But... not
much can be found on the IDEAL glass or shade house.

I a m n o w f a c e d w i t h t h e D i l e m m a o f
what to build: A ready off-the-shelf
aluminium 8 x 10 plus the inevitable
additions, or a plastic roof over table
type benches with bug-proof open
walls, or something else . . . but what?

I started doodling and tried all sorts of
ideas. This article offers my version of a
proposed glass/shade house and I
sincerely hope that I will create either a
storm of protest, slander and invective
on why I should create such an idiotic
plan? A dialogue and exchange of ideas,
helpful hints and creative criticism,
BEFORE I actually build it.

First there is the percentage of
achieved display area compared with
total floor area occupied by the orchid
house. For relatively small houses the
percentage is unfortunately small, but
we do need to have a walkway through
the house and ideally we need to inspect
our plants from at least two sides.

With middle-age spread and no longer
such agile limbs and backs, a certain
amount of bum-room is needed, other
wise we knock plants off their perches
as we pass along. In an 8 x 10 house the
achieved display area or benchtop area
c o u l d b e l e s s t h a n 6 0 % — i n o t h e r
words we pay 40% of the purchase
price for nothing at all!

I n s o m e h o u s e s I h a v e a l s o n o t i c e d
disadvantages such as disasterous peak
temperatures, poor ventilation, low
humidity, poor light and its control.

In Auck land at a la t i tude of 37® south
the sun's altitude is an "average" of 53®
at midday — in Summer rising to 76°
a n d i n W i n t e r a l o w 3 0 ° .

I f we take the floor of an orchid house
a n d f a c e i t d u e n o r t h a n d i n c l i n e i t s o

that our "average" sun strikes it square
on, and we place plants on shelves built
like steps on this inclined floor we have
achieved absolute maximum l ight.
Further light control can be obtained by
total or partial shading with permanent
or removable slats, curtains, whitewash
— you name it!

O u r n e x t o b v i o u s p r o b l e m ( i n
Auckland) goes together with light -heat!
This can be controlled in two ways — by
convection and evaporation.

N a t u r a l c o n v e c t i o n o c c u r s w h e n
heated air rises and is replaced by cooler
air — The greater the temperature
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o v o l u m e s
of air, the better the draught. Our heated
air will rise and escape through two
weather proof slots in the top of the
house and should draw cooler air, the
coolest air available from anywhere in
my garden, from under the orchid house,
through the part of the floor not used to
stand on and left open for this purpose.

T h e w h o l e f r o n t o f t h i s h o u s e w o u l d
be left open and bug proof.

In the side of this house, one 1200 x
2400 bug proof opening can always
partially and/or semi-permanently be
reinserted depending on season and
temperatures and ventilation actually
obtained. Plants in high temperatures
thrive better with high humidity, and for
this purpose our inclined floor will have
its horizontal support outside the house
and the vertical support, for floor as well
as shelves/steps, on the inside. Glued to
the inclined floor, between the verticals
would be strips of foam from top to
bottom, kept wet by trickle. Plants
needing extra warmth and humidity
(would grow) on the top shelf and plants
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need ing i t coo le r near the bo t tom. I Th is p roposed house has an
imagine that the table/benchtop would approximate horizontal floor area of
be ̂ pical of local conditions; in my 28.8 sq meters, and an estimated QVi
particular area this fortunately means no of walkway and step inspection
i f r o s t s e i t h e r . a r e a s , w h i c h g i v e s a m u c h i m p r o v e d

c , * . . . u / u 1 p e r c e n t a g e o f a c h i e v e d d i s p l a y a r e a o fFor plant inspection the steps/shelves almost 80%
can be used by leaving strategic areas of - u •
steps clear of plants to stand on. These those who aim for the maximum
plants are all below bum-level so they 100%'' of floor area to be used I
will not be knocked off their perches, suggest a gantry supporting the grower.
The walkway round the table can be hovering over his plants... what an idea
narrower than usual as there is nothing • ■ ' ® minute ... I'm back
to knock over behind you. (Vi/hat about dpodlingl, Brett Avenue
t a l l f l o w e r s p i k e s — E d i t o r ? ) . J a k a p u n a

Diagram of proposed Greenhouse
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Cogito's Diary
Bill Fransen

O B S E R VAT I O N
How easy it is to enter one's greenhouse and walk around as if in a dream. We

enjoy the uniqueness of our plants, the general atmosphere, the light, the smell, the
humidity, the warmth or coolness according to the time of year. The combination of
these things must have gone a long way in making us plant lovers, probably from
early childhood. "Youth's a stuff will not endure", but the love of plants certainly
w i l l .

When I consciously set out to see
what else needs doing around the
greenhouse, I invariably find that whole
groups of plants should be repotted or
some other task should be caught up
with urgently. I don't worry too much
about whether or not the time of year is
right when things are overdue. Once I
realised that certain plants are slowing
down I give them the full treatment. Tip
them out of their pots. Clean up the
foliage. Cut out the dead roots. Put them
in a fresh mix. Place them in an optimum
environment. More often than not you
will have done the right thing. The
provision of optimum conditions is
usually the biggest challenge.

I try to exercise the mind more fully.
Perhaps I learn more from writing about
these things than the people that read it!
I ob ta in more and more books . I bo r row
from the public library and from our
Society. Somehow, sooner or later. I
feret out what a given plant requires.
"The book" is not always right. Popular
opinion is not always right. Sometimes
the answer is found by deduction. At
o ther t imes i t i s sheer luck tha t se ts us
on the right course. Keep looking for
vyhat else needs doing!

T H E WA R M R O O M

Through summer the warm room is
really not a necessary facility. I kept
some plants in there because it was
convenient. The shade loving ones like
the Paphs and Phallies and some
recently de-flasked plants are more
easily managed in there. One louvre
window and the opposite inside (into the
garage) door were kept open day and

night for continuous ventilation. During
the day the outside door on the East side
of the room was opened wide as well
but closed during the night. That amount
o f v e n t i l a t i o n m a d e t h e u s e o f t h e
e l e c t r i c f a n f o r i n s i d e c i r c u l a t i o n
u n n e c e s s a r y.

Towards the end of February the
nights got so cool that the inside door
w a s c l o s e d f o r t h e s e a s o n a n d t h e
electric fan plugged in again. In early
M a r c h I s t a r t e d t o m o v e s o m e o f t h e
warm growers, mainly Vanda alliance
plants, back into the warm room. Most
warm growers will be back in there by
early April.

W h i l e t h e t e m p e r a t u r e s r e a c h
between 25 and 30°C during the day I'll
damp down the floor at least twice daily.
Growth is still very good, especially
noticeable in aerial roots. The aerial roots
on plants of al l kinds love warm and
h u m i d c o n d i t i o n s . S o m e t i m e s o o n t h e
e l e c t r i c f a n h e a t e r w i l l b e r e - a c t i v a t e d
and will come on for short periods during
chilly nights.

The love of plants will help a lot when
it comes to providing the right kind of
care. The love of plants makes us
wonder more keenly what might be the
reason for various occurrences. People
who love plants don't rest until they
somehow find the right set of conditions
needed for them to thrive. Such people
are the "naturals", the ones of whom
we say that they have green fingers.

Not every plant lover is blessed with
that kind of gift. If however the love is
there, the ability can be acquired. One of
the most important factors is that we
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develop our powers of observation. It
won't do to stand in awe of the beauty
of a particular plant and not notice that
the one next to it is doing poorly. One
not far away obviously needs repotting
and has been trying to tell you this for
the last six months. A small species
cattleya may not have moved much
since you bought it two years ago, and
the new shoots on another are damping
off. A plant hanging from the ceiling has
not been watered for weeks.

Such things happen in almost every
greenhouse. The only way to improve
matters is to grab oneself by the scruff
o f the neck to be s tood in f ron t o f such
suffering until realisation dawns that
" s o m e t h i n g " n e e d s t o b e d o n e ,
preferably quick ly. We must t ra in
o u r s e l v e s t o l o o k a r o u n d a n d n o t i c e
things. If for some reason a plant fell out
of favour, you'd better chuck it out.
Either that, or pick it up and wonder why
on earth it won't do what you expected
of it. Perhaps it should be potted in a
coarser mix or placed in a basket and
hung from the ceiling. Perhaps it should
receive far less light for some time.

In my own case, the harder I find it to
grow a certain plant well, the more
determined I become to get it going.
When your efforts, trials and tribulations
b e a r s u c c e s s t h a t g i v e s m o r e
satisfaction than flowering an easy
subject. Mind you, I don't discount
"easy" plants, they are invaluable.
There are too many hard to grow plants
around to no t apprec ia te v igour,
h a r d i n e s s , fl o r i - f e r o u s n e s s , c o l d
tolerance, and faithful performance. The
surprising outcome of tenacity is that
once you have succeeded in getting a
troublesome individual "going" it seems
to become progressively easier to grow
such plants well.

THE COOL HOUSE

Leaving the West side twinwall sheets
in place this summer has proved to be
the correct procedure. Temperatures in
the cool house have reached 32°C only
a few times. There has been no apparent

distress to the cool growers such as
D i s a s a n d O d o n t s . H a v i n g t h e
shadecloth sitting some 150mm above
t h e r o o f t w i n w a l l s h e e t s h a s n o d o u b t
helped to keep the heat out. Heavy
damping down of the floor was done on
most days. In extreme hot weather the
temperature at head height was only
2°C higher than at floor level. On most
days however there was a differential of
6 to 7°C between those measuring
points. I keep the cool growers as close
as possible to the floor for that reason.
The Odonts have done well. I removed
some small flower spikes and such
p l a n t s s e e m t o d e v e l o p b i g g e r
pseudobulbs and foliage because of it.

The bulk of the highest temperatures
has ranged between 27 and 30°C on
the warm days of summer. Maintaining
adequate shade and a high relative
h u m i d i t y h e l p s k e e p t h e l e a f
temperatures down and the plants cope
well. I know of a greenhouse in which
temperatures rose to 40°C on more than
one occasion and where the plants
s e e m e d n o n e t h e w o r s e f o r t h e
exper ience. Heavy damping down
helped in that case too. Growth of my
plants this summer has been very good.

From early March I've closed the door
in the South end wall during the night.
Temperature drops at night have been
quite severe on a few occasions lately.
The warm growing plants need shielding
when these temperature drops occur.

T H E C Y M B I D I U M S

Except for quite a number of young
plants most of my cymbids spent the
summer in the back of the garden under
shadecloth. They sit on a framework
about 600mm above ground level.
Having repotted or split up practically all
my plants, I'm very happy with the
number of flower spikes that are
showing. A fresh mix and plenty of fresh
air does cymbidiums a lot of good. I
prefer the growth habit of some plants
above that of some others and l:^lieve
that the length and habit of the foliage is
of equal importance to flower shape and
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colour. I have one or two plants that
some people will make scathing remarks
about but which produce plenty of
spikes with, to me, attractive flowers of
good lasting quality, year after year. I
find it hard to quit such plants, but
would not dare to bring them to a show.

Another intermediate cymbidium
flowers faithfully in February each year.
Having an ensifolium parent, the lasting
quality of the flowers isn't all that good,
but they get the popular vote every time.
I split the plant up last year in July and
every bulb of the three div is ions
produced a side shoot. Such plant habits
should be recognised.

I generally feed once a week but two
times in dry weather. When it rains these
plants get a free wash and flush through
of the plant bags. That is valuable.
Normally I feed again two or three days
after rain, especially in very warm
weather. The plants which have their
spikes elongating are transferred to the
cool house and given a suitable place.
The rest will stay where they are until
the night minimum temperature falls to 7
or 8°C regularly, or when the weather
gets so wet that the roots stay too cold.
That's likely to be some time in April.
E v e n w h e n b a c k i n t h e c o o l h o u s e t h e
plants should keep on growing well until
May-June.

S L AT T E D W O O D B A S K E T S
Over the last year or two I've taken

more to the use of slatted wood baskets.
This was as a result of some plants
doing badly in plastic or clay pots. I must
again admit to watering too often for the
well-being of many plants that are
enclosed in pots. Below follows a list of
the plants that now reside in wooden
baskets. Hopefully brief commentary
and in a few cases updates on plants
m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e a r e i n c l u d e d : -

Aer ides, A. crassi foHa, A. fa lcata, A.
houHetiana, and A. odorata. All of them
are doing well where before all the roots
that were in the pots rotted. They like
moving air and about 30% shade in
summer. Small plants of about 75 to

1 0 0 m m a r e i n b a s k e t s o f 1 2 5 m m
square (inside measurement). They
should be all right in there for a couple of
y e a r s .

Angraecum sesquipedale. Obtained as a
150mm plant, it sulked and lost roots
while in an ordinary pot. Now living in a
wooden basket and really liking it. I
moisten the bark regularly and it dries
out quickly which seems to suit it. This
is one of the few African species in my
collection. It produces beautiful flowers
but my specimen has to reach that stage
yet. This is the flower of which Charles
Darwin predicted that only a moth with a
one foot long proboscis could do the
pollination. Such a moth was later
found. Incredible deduction!

B r a s s o l a e l i o c a t t l e y a . T h i s i s a n
intergeneric group of hybrids in which
Brassavola, Laelia, and Cattleya have
been used. A while back I had a small
plant which had lost all of its roots. The
foliage still looked O.K. so I decided to
try it in a wooden basket. BIc-s need
plenty of air around the roots, and quite
a few tend to damp off if kept too moist.
This particular one never looked back
and is now growing a healthy root
system and new shoots. They like it
w a r m .

Catasetum piliatum. After flowering this
beauty about two years ago it went into
a decline. This was probably as a result
of my standard failing: too much water
too often. The plant is now beginning to
pull through after nearly a year in a small
wooden basket. I t is showing the
beginnings of a healthy pseudobulb and
n ice snow whi te roots spread ing
through the bark medium. I must
remember to give this one a rest when
the new pseudobulb matures.

Cattleya. After experiencing how my
poorly performing C. walkerana took off
when transferred to a wooden basket I
also planted C. nobHior, C. shilleriana, C.
schofieldiana, and C. skinned \v\ baskets.
They have all done extremely well. The
amount of root development has been
amazing, but that has been the case
with nearly every plant that has been
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t ransferred to a basket. Success was
a lso had wi th C. ack land iae wh ich I
mounted on a quartered coconut husk. It
hangs by some lacing wire in the warm
room. After aborting a flower bud and
losing all of its roots while in an enclosed
pot last spring it sent out many new
roots, grew a new pseudobulb, and
fl o w e r e d f r o m t h a t f o r w e l l o v e r o n e
month during last January and February,
Its clean fragrance filled the whole of the
warm room, particularly during the
warmest part of the day.

Cirrhopetaium medusae. This plant is
doing much better since its transfer to a
slatted basket and higher shade. It likes
warmth and high humidil^. A new
pseudobulb and plenty of fairly fine new
roots have developed. I am yet to see it
fl o w e r .

Coelogyne cristate. A cool grower which
I acquired as a small bunch of little
marble-like pseudobulbs. It sulked in a
plastic pot for nearly two years. It is
thought to resent transplanting, but I
gave that story the lie because the plant
took off with a vengence after being
placed in a basket last November. I feel
that this one may turn out to be my pride
and joy. Not bad after wondering if it
was ever going to do much. They do
n e e t a r e s t o f s e v e r a l m o n t h s a f t e r t h e
new pseudobulbs have matured.

All this planting in baskets works very
well for certain species and even with
some hybrids. I've come to the stage
where it is necessary to curb the basket
cult, especially of the warm growers.
There is only limited "hanging" space in
m y w a r m r o o m . S o m e o f t h e r o o t s
e x t e n d t o 3 0 0 m m b e l o w a n d t o t h e s i d e
of the baskets. These have to be hung.
The others can be placed on an upturned
flower pot or directly on to the wire
f r a m e d b e n c h . T h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t
plants in baskets look good in any
greenhouse.

I will continue with this subject in the
next i ssue.

6 Wedgewood Place
H a m i l t o n

DONATIONS TO COLOUR FUND

We are very grateful to a further list of
people who have been generous enough
t o c o n t r i b u t e t o o u r C o l o u r F u n d .

Thank you for your support.

B . A . P a t e r s o n G o r e
M r s A . T. D a v i s Bay of Islands
Mr G. B. Forder To k o r o a
Miss M. D. Lyon H a a s t - We s t l a n d
M r s A n n P a i s h Whangarei
M r V. M c P h a i l G i s b o r n e
M r s J . W a t e r w o r t h Tauranga
Mr R. F. Fran K a w a k a w a
V. J . T h o m a s New Plymouth
Miss D . R . Wi l l i ams G i s b o r n e
Mr L. Fitzgerald G i s b o r n e
Mrs N. Craig M a n u r e w a
A . M . R o b i n s o n A u c k l a n d
Mrs V. R. Ba in C h r i s t c h u r c h
Mrs E. Ansley New Plymouth
W . E . W o o d L o w e r H u t t

Mrs H . K inse l l a Whangarei
Mr R. Scotney M a n a w a t u
J o h n L . W o o d w a r d Ta s m a n i a
M r G . W a t c h m a n Upper Hutt
M r s R . D r e w New Plymouth
Mrs L . Kench R a u m a t i B e a c h
Mr & Mrs P. F isher N e l s o n
K. A . Pr ice A s h b u r t o n
P a u l i n e H a k k e n s R a u m a t i S o u t h
L. & G. Devey P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h
B o b P a l m e r Tauranga
Lois & Merv Dougherty Well ington
1. M. Hannen N e l s o n
Mrs J. Griggs Well ington
S. B . Ha t r i ck R o t o r u a
D . L . K i r k Tauranga
K i w i O r c h i d s N . Z . L t d .
M r s A . R u s h w o r t h C h r i s t c h u r c h
Mr & Mrs R. Col l ins S t r a t f o r d
Mrs Mary Parkinson Tauranga
D. K. & N. D. Jennings Whangarei
M r R . C . T h o m e C h r i s t c h u r c h
Howick Orchid Society
M r s M a u r e e n R u s s S t r a t f o r d
W. V. N a i s h A u c k l a n d
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The Cymbidium Genie.
John Campbell

As this is the year of the Cymbidium, I wracked my brains for a Cymbidium story,
and then noticed my little Cymbidium Genie sitting on a shelf in the hothouse. I hope
the following tale is of interest to readers.

My story actually starts way back in the olden days, 1952 to be precise. I'd left
school and was working in my dad's shop at Albury, one of the coldest little
townships in South Canterbury. I'd always had a keen interest in plants and had built
myself a little hothouse from an old house window. I had purchased a few assorted
pot plants which were seen by a chap who worked in the local garage. Orchids are
the thing he said. If you want to make BIG MONEY, get into orchids. People still say
that don't they; when will they ever learn. I didn't even know what an orchid was.

S o m e t i m e l a t e r I w a s i n T i m a r u a n d
saw a book on orchid culture by Sanders
and probably spent a weeks wages to
purchase it.

I found i t very interest ing, and
certainly thought I'd like to give it a go.
Somehow, I got the address of Henry
Rudolph in Wellington and wrote for a
price list of orchids.

You can imagine the horror a 16 year
old experienced when the price list
a r r i v e d s o m e w e e k s l a t e r.

I was earning five pounds a week,
paying two pounds ten shillings a week
board and had two pounds ten shillings
left to squander. (That's $5 to you
young-uns.)

The cheapest plant listed was a
Coelogyne at fourteen pounds, so my
orchid growing never got off the ground.

Over the next 20 years, I quite
frequently read portions of that orchid
book and indeed did spend a couple of
years working at the Timaru Botanic
Gardens where I had a brush with a few
l i t t l e u n d e r s t o o d o r c h i d s .

T h e s e c t i o n i n t h e b o o k w h i c h
f a s c i n a t e d m e m o s t w a s t h e c u l t u r e o f
orch id seed in s ter i le flasks .

W h e n I m o v e d t o t h e C h r i s t c h u r c h
area in 1964,1 was, unbeknown to me,
in the midst of some very keen orchid
growers though they were spread fairly
thin on the ground.

It was not t i l l about 1969 or '70 that I
attended a small orchid show put on by

the Canterbury Orchid Bergenia and Fern
Society and I joined up as a member.

What a reception I got when I started
making enquiries about growing orchids
from seed. Here's a new boy who hasn't
even got a dozen orchids and he's
talking about growing from seed. The
word 'NERK' wasn't in use then, but I
think it was something like that with
which they would have tagged me.

Well, I wasn't going to be put off that
easily and persisted in my quest for
information. The grapevine whispered
the name of a god who had access to
the heavenly information which I so
foolishly sought. I eventually tracked
down Ernie Bradley of Nelson who had
grown orchids from seed long enough to
have his own seedlings flowering. He
was in very poor health at this stage and
had actually stopped seed culture but
still had all the gear. He showed me his
glass bell-jar setup and gave me enough
e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o k e e p u p m y
m o m e n t u m . H e e v e n o f f e r e d t o s e l l m e
the whole works, but unfortunately the
price tag was miles above my ability to
p a y .

By another great stroke of luck, I
d i s c o v e r e d t h a t I l i v e d w i t h i n t w o m i l e s
o f t h e S t o k e l l h o m e s t e a d , n e a r
P r e b b l e t o n . M r C l e m e n t S t o k e l l w a s t h e
grandfather of orchid growing in the
C h r i s t c h u r c h a r e a a n d o r c h i d s h a d b e e n
grown at the property from as far back
as t he F i r s t Wor l d War.

With the help of a chemist friend, Mr
S toke l l had a t t emp ted flask cu l t u re ,
o b t a i n e d a s t r i k e o f s e e d b u t l o s t i t t o
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mould infection eventually. He was a
great help to me and gave me plenty of
encouragement and stacks of books to
r e a d .

L inco ln Co l lege , the cen t re o f
Agricultural and Horticultural learning in
the South Island is only about four miles
f r o m P r e b b l e t o n a n d I w a s a b l e t o
discuss sterile culture with people from
there and also use their library. I was
also fortunate that my brother-in-law
was at the National Library School at the
t i m e , a n d w o u l d t r a c k d o w n a n d
photocopy articles of interest noted in
t h e H o r t i c u l t u r a l A b s t r a c t s .

I built myself an enclosed box with a
glass top and arm holes in front and was
all set to 'give it a go'.

Mr Stokell had a large hothouse and
orchid collection including many big
species Cymbidium plants which spent
at least half the year outside under the
t r e e s . H i s p l a n t s o f C y m b i d i u m
grandifiorum (now Gym. hookerae) had
been 'got at' by bumblebees and carried
stems of great seed capsules.

One of the photocopied articles I had
was about embryo culture, the planting
of immature seed from un-opened seed
capsules, and noted that a higher rate of
s u c c e s s w a s o b t a i n a b l e .

My little 'sterile work station' was
sprayed out with a 10% bleach solution,
h a n d s w a s h e d i n b l e a c h s o l u t i o n a n d
everything else to be used in the
process. The green seed capsule was
dipped in meths and flamed to sterilise
the outside and opened inside the
cab ine t w i th a s te r i l e kn i fe .

There's no explaining the thrill I
experienced a couple of weeks later
when little green specks began to appear
on the agar. Even now after hundreds of
flasks, a strike of seed still makes the
pulse quicken. It's the start of a whole
new generation of orchids and you've no
idea where i t w i l l lead to .

Anyway, the Cymbidium seed grew
a n d s e t m e o f f o n a c o u r s e f r o m w h i c h
there seems to be no turning back.

What about the Genie you ask? Well,
i t 's st i l l in the bott le.

Cymbidium hookerae was so common
d o w n h e r e t h a t i t w a s p o i n t l e s s
spending time growing them on.

They're still in that original flask.
Planted sometime in 1971, probably late
in the year, they have now been sealed
in for at least 17 years and there's still
one plant alive in there. Will I someday
polish up that grubby flask and release
the Genie? I doubt it, it's now become a
time capsule, some sort of a memorial.
Perhaps they'll mount it on my head
stone, perhaps even poke my ashes in
there with it; I'd like that.

2 1 B l a k e s R o a d
P r e b b l e t o n

Canterbury

H O W B I G ?
How do you convince people that the

woe in 1990 is going to be really big?

Talking to various visitors to our
nursery, it is apparent that there are
conflicting views and in an endeavour to
convey something of the magnitude
anticipated, Kevin has l ikened the
Conference to being the 'Olympics' of
t he o r ch id wo r l d . Oh my — the
imagination boggles. Can you visualize
muscle-bound masdeval l ias, marathon
miltonias, canoeing cattleyas, sprinting
stapelias. What about high-diving disas,
cycling cymbidiums, boxing brassias or
swimming stanhopeas?

But just as it takes time for an athlete
to prepare for a big event, so too must
time and care be given to our plants.
Preparation can never be started too
soon. So I hope, dear reader, you are
already into plant training and realising
that this is really going to be the biggest
o r c h i d s h o w e v e r s e e n i n N e w Z e a l a n d ,
but remember, please — NO STEROIDSI

K. & L Sherlock
Atk ins Road, Manakau

R.D. Otaki.
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V A L E
A L E X A R M S

There will no doubt be many readers for whom the name Alex Arms does not
arouse a hint of recognition but for those for whom it does, there will be a feeling of
great sadness to learn that he passed away at the age of 74 years in early February.

Before becoming invo lved w i th
orchids, Alex had dedicated himself to a
w ide range o f ac t iv i t ies , severa l
associated with community support and
to each he gave untiring input, from
which he gained great respect. These
qualities he brought with him into the
fellowship of orchids and whether we
knew him or not there is l i t t le doubt that
in some way or other we are all a little
better off for the enthusiasm he brought,
the generosity he bestowed and the
inspiration he engendered.

Alex's great love for orchids found its
main focus in the sphere of cymbidium
species and from a very early stage he
d e t e r m i n e d t o c u l t i v a t e t h e m o s t
representative collection that he could
o b t a i n . H e w a s f a i t h f u l t o t h i s i d e a l
t h r o u g h o u t a n d s u c c e e d e d i n
assembling what would almost certainly
be the most comprehensive collection in
this country and no doubt well beyond
our shores. It comprised approximately
90 clones plus a range of primary
hybrids, many of which were assumed
t o b e l o s t t o c u l t i v a t i o n . T h i s c o l l e c t i o n
a n d h i s u n b o u n d e d e n t h u s i a s m f o r m e d
the nucleus of a unique display on the
history of cymbidium breeding which
a r o u s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t a t t h e
1 9 8 5 O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n
Wellington.

Whatever he grew was grown well. A
visit to Taranaki was not complete
without calling upon him to admire not
just the cymbidiums which he both grew
and flowered well but the mixed genera
also with masdevallia and disa being
particularly outstanding. He just loved
plants and this extended to his large
garden embracing flowers, fruit and
vegetables.

But this man had qualities beyond his
great cultivating skills. He was gentle

and kind and it was easy to feel at ease
in his company. The newcomer could be
assured of h is devoted at tent ion, the
specialist a stimulating discussion. He
extended his desire to help others by
speaking on his favourite subjects and
those who attended these very practical
occasions, spiced with a great measure
of humour, are not likely to forget them.

Cymbidium aioifoiium, C. aloifolium 'album'
G r o w e r : A . A r m s P h o t o g r a p h e r : G . F u l l e r

The distinctive str iped l ip dist inguishes this
f rom several other very s imi lar species. I t
occurs from India, through Burma, across S.E.
Asia to the Philippines. The 'album' variety is
v e r y r a r e .
A l e x w a s v e r y p r o u d o f h i s ' a l b u m ' p l a n t ,
having recently imported it from Santa Barbara.
The first flowers opened a few days before he
died, and were a great thrill to him.
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One of Alex's great desires was to
keep before everyone a recognition of
the importance of the species — the pro
genitors of the outcome of man's
hybridising skills. His emphasis was on
the genus cymbidium and it is therefore
perhaps appropriate, but no less sad,
that his crusade should end in 1989,
exactly 100 years after the registration
of the first cymbidium hybrid and in an
era in which there is in fac t a rev iva l o f
interest in species.

Throughout all his endeavours Alex
had unfailing support from his wife
G r a c e a n d w e o w e h e r a d e b t o f
gratitude. To her and family we extend
sympathies. Tributes have been so
n u m e r o u s t h a t i n d i v i d u a l
acknowledgement of all may not be
possible, for which she apologizes. We
each in our individual way mourn the
passing of one who in every sense,
earned the title "Mr Cymbidium".

George Fuller, Curator, Pukekura Park
New Plymouth

I W I T A H I G R A N T
— An update on the report in our last issue.

M a x G i b b s

The Taupo Native Orchid group of the Taupo Orchid Society has been awarded a
grant of $ 1000 from the Ministry of the Environment to assist with the cost of a
native orchid survey, recovery and public awareness programme centered on the
Central Volcanic Plateau pine forests between Iwitahi and Broadlands. The grant
was one of eleven that were awarded in the Central North Island area. A total of
$44,000 was allocated nationally this year.

The Environmental Grants Scheme logging operations and transplant
was introduced by the Government in these into reserve areas, other
1978 t o suppo r t t he env i r onmen ta l p i ne p l an ta t i ons o r t he Taupo
movemen t t h rough l im i t ed financ ia l Bo tan i ca l Ga rdens ,
support of specific projects. Projects 4. To conduct a public awareness
which qualify for financial assistance, programme of native orchids
either wholly or in part, may include through displays and publications
research studies (other than University), in the newspapers and other
su rveys , d i sp lays o r educa t i ona l j ou rna l s ,
resource materials. Approved projects
are to be completed by 30th June of the The Central Volcanic Plateau has a
year granted with reports submitted to wide variety of native orchids and the
the Ministry of the Environment by that super abundance of these tiny beautiful

^ d a t e . p l a n t s c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e e a s y a c c e s s t o
— , — i _ . . 1 t h e i r h a b i t a t s c o u l d b e u s e d b v t h e

tn licp tourist industry in much the same waySp npJu/p^prrhiHc ^3* Southem Heritage Tours take
n^p thp advantage o f the spr ing flower ingCob"ecttls aST°' season in South Island.

1. To establish the habitat require- The grant from the Ministry of the
ments and distribution of native Environment will help conserve native
orchids throughout the Kaingaroa orchids in New Zealand and will allow
S t a t e F o r e s t . d i s p l a y m a t e r i a l t o b e p r e p a r e d f o r u s e

2. To identify habitats of importance locally and in the 1990 World Orchid
which could be preserved. Conference in Auckland.

3 . T o r e c o v e r s e l e c t e d c o l o n i e s o f i s R a h u l s t r e e t
n a t i v e o r c h i d s f r o m t h e p a t h o f T a u p o
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R E C E N T C O N Z E D AWA R D S
The following awards were approved recently

by the Commit tee of Awards.
P h a L C r y s t a l C h a n d a L e a r ' B e l l b i r d ' H C C / O C N Z D .
O d e . A r l i n g t o n ' L i l R e d E n g i n e ' H C C / O C N Z L .
0 d m . r o s s i i ' L . & R . ' H C C / O C N Z L .

Paph: (Lyxel x sukhakuUi) 'Coronnandel No, V AM/OCNZ Pa
P h a L ( R a m e l x C h a m a d e ) ' C o r o m a n d e l ' H C C / O C N Z P a
D e n . c u n n i n g h a m i i ' A l b a ' A D / O C N Z G .
C y m . H a l l m a r k ' C i t r o n ' H C C / O C N Z I .
T r i c h o p i l i a s u a v i s ' T o k o r o a ' C C C / O C N Z G .
O d c d m . T i g e r M a c ' G e y s e r l a n d ' A M / O C N Z G t
B/c. Pokai Tangerine 'Orange Delight' HCC/OCNZ q

A D / O C N Z

Cym. (Tom Thumb 4N x Claudona 'Rajah' 4N)
G e y s e r l a n d H C C / O C N Z

L y c . J o h n E z z y ' F l a m i n g o ' H C C / O C N Z
O d a . B e r y l P a y n e ' T r a c e y ' H C C / O C N Z
P a p h . p u r p u r a t u m ' J a n e t ' H C C / O C N Z
One. (macranthum x falcipetalum) 'Wanganui' HCC/OCNZ
P a p h . m i c r a n t h u m ' P i c t o n i t e ' H C C / O C N Z
C y m . I v y F u n g ' R a d i a n c e ' C C C / O C N Z
Phrag. caudatum var. macrochilum 'Giganteum' HCC/OCNZ

D . K . B e l l

L . & R. Orch ids
L. & R. Orch ids

Papa Aroha Orchids
Papa Aroha Orchids
G . & M . L u n d o n
I . D . J a m e s

G . & P. A n d e r s o n

Geyserland Orchids

Cym. Scarabeach 'Minka' H C C / O C N Z

Geyserland Orchids

Geyserland Orchids
M. J . L iddel l
N. & G. Chisnal l
R . W o o d h o u s e

Geyserland Orchids
Judy Coburn
D. K. Lilly
Papa Aroha Orchids
Carolyn Scholes

Society Secretary Updates:
Poverty Bay - East Coast Orchid Society

Mrs Helen Topp
3 1 5 C l i f f o r d S t r e e t

G i s b o r n e
Te lephone: 74-327

Wanganui Orchid Society Inc.
M r s S . Ta s k e r

P. O . B o x 7 0 8 0
S t . J o h n s ' P. O .

Wanganui
Telephone: 42-833 only

Nelson Orchid Society
Mrs G. Lyster
6 2 P o i n t R o a d

Monaco, Nelson
Te lephone : 76 -743
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I A. C. O. 8. D. C. I
a s

I No, its not a newly discovered i
I strain of orchid virus, nor is it an 1
I International terrorist group. 1

I On the contrary, the A. C. O. S. |i D. C. is the Auckland Combined |
I Orchid Societies Display |
i Committee, recently established |a with representatives of Auckland, |
I Howick, North Shore, and South |
I Auckland. The New Zealand |
1 Orchid Societies, who have i
I formed a united body to plan and |
I construct a mass display at the |
I 13th World Orchid Conference at |
1 the Epsom Showgrounds in |= Auckland in September 1990. g
— S
H S
g §
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Botanical Art ists of New Zealand Orchids

21. Matilda Smith
(1854-1926)

John Nugent Fitch
(1843-1927)

Ian St. George

Although T. F. Cheeseman originally intended that his Manual should be
accompanied by illustrations, it was not until 1914 that the Illustrations of the New
Zealand Flora appeared as a two-volume separate work. Cheeseman wrote in the
Preface,^

. , there was no intention of producing a series
of drawings selected mainly on account of the
beauty and attractiveness of the plants portrayed. I
assumed that the true object of the work was to
issue plates of an educational character, so selected
as to present an accurate and comprehensive idea
of the main features of the flora, and so designed
and executed as to be of real use in the study and
identification of the plants of the Dominion."

For years this was the best guide to
the New Zealand flora, and it is now an
expensive collectors' piece. Cheeseman
c h o s e a s a r t i s t M a t i l d a S m i t h . S h e w a s
born in India, came to England as a baby,
and eventually contributed 2300 plates
to Curtis's Botanical Magazine, and
many to other publications. She was the
recipient of many awards, and her work
was so admired that two plants were
n a m e d f o r h e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s W i l f r i d
Blunt has only faint praise for her:^

". . . she was noted for her skill in re-animating
dried, flattened sp>ecimen5, often of an imperfect
character', Miss Smith remained to the end a rather

fumbling draughtsman, more remembered for her
'great pains' and 'untiring efforts' than for her skill,
b u t b e s t o f a l l e s t e e m e d f o r t h e c h a r m o f h e r

p e r s o n a l i t y . S h e w a s o n o c c a s i o n h e r o w n
l i thographer ; bu t she owed much to John F i tch ,
who made some attractive lithographs from her
rather hes i tant sketches,"

Not SO. Bruce Sampson found her
o r i g i n a l p e n c i l d r a w i n g s f o r
C h e e s e m a n ' s I l l u s t r a t i o n s i n t h e
Auckland Museum, and they are skilful

and accurate scientific drawings - little
different from the lithographs. Fitch had
a d d e d f e w e x t r a t o u c h e s .

Plate: Caladenia camea, lithograph by J. N. Fitch
from a drawing by Matilda Smith, from Curtis's
Botanical Magazine, 1898. Hooker's key reads
"Rg. A, white-flowered var.; A 1, lip; A2, column;
A 3. pollinia: — AH enlarged: B, pink-flowered var.
(From Flora Tasmaniae, 1.1 24); B 1, roots, of nat.
size; B 2, lip, enlarged.
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John Nugent Fitch was the nephew of
W. H. Fitch, Kew's greatest botanical
illustrator, and was second only to his
unc le in indust ry — 2500 of h is
l i t hog raphs appeared i n Cur t i s ' s
Botanical Magazine, and he illustrated
many other works until his career was
brought to a halt by a paralysis of his
hands. Between them the Fitches had
been sole lithographers for the Magazine
for seventy-one years.

F i f t e e n N e w Z e a l a n d o r c h i d s a r e
illustrated in Cheeseman's Illustrations,

o f t e n t w o t o a p a g e . A l l a r e
monochrome lithographs. The only New
Zealand orchid Illustrated In colour by
Smith and Fitch appeared with a paper
by J. D. Hooker in Curtis's Botanical
Magazine.^ It is Caladena carnea, the
white flowered variety grown at Kew
from an Australian specimen, and the
illustration of the pink form taken from
H o o k e r ' s F l o r a Ta s m a n i a e .

45 Cargill Street
D u n e d i n

I Letters
t o t h e E d i t o r

luuuuuuuuuuu.!.,.

C Y M B I D I U M S

Dear Ed i to rs

I read our magazine mostly with
pleasure. Articles are almost always
interesting and photographs good.
However, those readers outs ide New
Zealand, and I know we have some,
w o u l d n e v e r k n o w t h a t w e a r e a
cymbidium growing country of some
ability, both hobbyist and commercial.

I started writing this letter before 1
received the January/February issue of
'Orchids in New Zealand', all fired up to

1 castigate the Editors and anyone else
connected with the magazine. Lo and

V behold, in this historic issue, not only do
we have a key article oh cymbidiums
including photographs, but two others
with reference to cymbidiums. Topping
this, there is a cover photograph of a
cymbidium.

T h e r e f o r e f r o m a ' l e t t e r o f
reprehens ion emerges one o f
congratulations. Well done George Fuller

for breaking the drought. Perhaps you
w i l l c o n s i d e r a s e r i e s o n f u r t h e r
hybridising of this genus through to
advances enjoyed from the present day
cymbidiums. We may even inspire New
Zealand growers to cultivate and show
these orchids again to a standard to
m a t c h t h e A u s t r a l i a n s . I t w i l l b e o u r
shame if the cymbidium genus is not
we l l p resen ted by New Zea land
e x h i b i t o r s a t t h e 1 9 9 0 W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e .

So you cymbidium growers, send
articles about cymbidiums to 'Orchids in
New Zealand' for publication, and
photographs to interest those on the
outer fringe. Generate interest for the
mainstream orchid, not apologise for
growing it. Join the Cymbidium Society
of America — New Zealand Branch, by
sending to me for details. You will then
s u b s c r i b e t o t h a t o t h e r e x c e l l e n t
magazine, 'The Orchid Advocate'.

With all this done, we might even get
our Judges to look again at cymbidiums.
It was noted that no quality award for
any cymbidium was among recent
awards listed in the same issue as all the
above heady stuff, although a species
did get a cultural certificate.
Yours sincerely,

Ray Dix
381 Redoubt Road

M a n u k a u C i t y

7 3



N AT I O N A L S H O W S
Dear Editors,

The idea of National Shows has been
bandied around by the Waikato Orchid
Society because that Society hears of
the comradeship and fun that I have at
National Rose Shows once a year, and
the idea of having a similar weekend of
looking talking and assessing orchids is
at this stage just a dream.

The dec is ions on where the nex t th ree
years of Conventions will be held is
made by the National Council with the
local Societies making an application to
C o u n c i l .

Ye s , I h a v e j u s t b e e n t o t h e
Christchurch Rose Convention. In 1989
it's off to Napier and the following year
it's up to Auckland and then off to
Wellington.

The advantage of being the host
Society is the added revenue one
collects from the higher attendance. The
membership increase is largely up to the
Society. If they put the work into it they
can expect 20-30 new members, higher
I would think for Orchid Societies.

The easiest way to give you a break
down of what we have come to expect
at a Convention is to run through the
p r o g r a m m e .
• F r i d a y e v e n i n g i s R o l l c a l l o f

Societ ies (not individual members).
Wine and finger foods are served for
a smal l fee.

• On Saturday evening is a "Happy
Hour " whe re t he t r oph ies a re
presented and this is followed by a
Banquet Dinner, usually costing
approximately $20.00

• Sunday and Monday (one need not
include Monday but there's usually a
good percentage stay until the end)
are bus tours fitting, in a church
service Sunday and closing on
Monday even ing w i th a B-B-Q
f a r e w e l l f u n c t i o n .

One need not host a competitive
show. Wouldn't it be great if we could
educate the public into what an orchid
flower can look like and that cymbidiums
aren't the only orchids grown by New
Z e a l a n d e r s .

Our Rose Conventions are always
attracting overseas visitors. What a
sharing of knowledge that would create.

Our commercial growers have stands
at the Conventions. They find them
tiring but financially profitable.

To me it seems a shame that we have
to wait 5 years before we all get
together to share orchids in New
Zealand. Life is too short to waste these
valuable years waiting.

Just look around and assess all the
knowledgeable growers we have in our
Country. How often do we get to hear
t h e m ?

• Saturday morning is time to exhibit Yes, Waikato will be hosting a trial run
ones' flowers. Judging commences for the Judges at their Spring Show in
at 11 am and the show opens to the October.
public at 1 pm. Those that do not
wish to display plants could catch a In 1990 we will be renewing
tour bus and be taken on a sight- friendships from the 1985 Convention
seeing tour around the town or city. Auckland at the World Orchid• On Saturday afternoon there is Conference.
another bus tour, (imagine visiting Just think - with a little bit of fore-
orchid houses) or maybe the Society thought we could be looking at a 1991
arranges a guest speaker. Convention and the comradeship would

• Our judging exam is either on continue to the benefit of THE ORCHID.
Saturday afternoon or Sunday
rnorn ing, wh ichever fi ts in w i th the i r Margaret Uddei l
t i m e t a b l e . M o r r i n s v S l e
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The Journeys of an Orchid Nut
o r t h e A u s t r a l i a n B i c e n t e n n i a l C o n f e r e n c e s

I a n a n d i r i s R o b e r t s

Away back about the middle of 1987 at a club meeting we picked up a brochure
giving notice of a Bi-centennial Orchid Conference to be held in Caloundra in
September 1988 and at the following meeting, one about a further Conference in
Sydney. They made interesting reading and as we weren't too long back from a
builders conference at Conrad's at Surfers Paradise, we idly commented that we
wouldn't mind going to them both and then put the idea out of our minds. Shortly
after this we heard, again at a club meeting, that Syd Wray was thinking about
organising a group of Orchid enthusiasts to go to both conferences and the idea
came to life again. A number of our Club members were quite keen on the idea so we
wrote away for information and were able to be included in the tour.

Eventually early September 1988 We took the chance to explore the
arrived and it was time to get started, town of Caloundra, so that the next day
not without a little apprehension. We we were able to go straight to the
now knew that there would be five of us Conference Centre and register. This
Otago-ites, two from Christchurch that was our first look at the Conference
were ex-Otago and well known to us venue and we were not disappointed,
and the rest of the party with the The entrance foyer held a massed
exception of Syd were names on a list, display of Epidendrums in autumn
those people from a warmer climate colours, which was quite breathtaking,
who grew orchids as easily as we grew and this was supported by a floral art
chickweed, or so we had been told, and display of the same genus while along
a b o u t w h o m w e k n e w n o t h i n g . a n o t h e r w a l l t h e r e w a s a b a n k o f

We flew to Auckland and at nine the Paphiopedilums about four me^es long
next morning we were at the and over a metre in height, both species
International Airport, anxiously looking hybrids, and this was only the way
for a face we could recognise or a party
that looked like the one we were to join. Dorris and her group of helpers who
Rnally we recognised our group and were handling the registrations were to
after dropping our cases beside the help us in many ways during the
growing pile, we joined the crowd Conference, always with a smile and a
surrounding Joy and Syd, who brought friendly word. The people in Green and
order out of chaos, got us onto the plane Gold gave this Conference a friendliness
where we could introduce ourselves to and a cheerfulness that will be very
those sitt ing near us and start to put difficult to improve on. Having
faces to the names on the list. In no time registered, we were then free till the
at all we were in Brisbane, through Thursday evening, a day and a half
Customs, baggage collected and on the away, to be tourists and see something
bus that was to take us to Caloundra of the Sunshine Coast, and those that
and the motels that would be home for had booked tours headed off to enjoy
t h e n e x t w e e k . t h e m .

Our tour group was spread around Thursday evening and the Official
four motels and ours, at King's Beach, Opening finally arrived and we were
was the furthest from the town and the allowed into the hall. I wish that I had
Conference Centre, which was a good words to adequately describe the
twenty minutes walk away. Being split experience of entering that hall. The first
up like this meant that we formed impression was not visual, it was the
smaller groups which then tended to perfume of all those orchids in a
stay together right through the trip. confined space. The next impression
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was of the co lour — there wasn ' t a
shade or combinat ion of colours that
wasn't there in the hall — and then the
overall beauty of the display became
apparent, along with an appreciation of
the work and planning that had gone
into the staging and presentation. While
we wande red i n awe a round t he ha l l we
were offered a seemingly endless array
of appetizing snacks and glasses of wine
o r co rd ia l . The O ffic ia l Open ing
s p e e c h e s w e r e m a d e , w e w e r e
entertained by songs from children from
one of the local schools, but for me
anyway, this was all incidental to the
beauty of the Orchids. Each Club or
Society display, and there were forty or
more, was different from its neighbours
a n d a l l h a d t o b e s t u d i e d t o s e e w h a t
outstanding orchids were hidden in the
massed display. By this time I had
progressed to the top of the hall and
here, wonder or wonders, was another
hall almost as large which held the
commercial display, and the orchids in
this hall were in no way inferior to the
main display. At 10 pm we were invited
to go off home so that we could be back
by 8 am the following morning for the
official photographic session, before the
lectures which commenced at 9 am.

We were at the hall by eight and got
busy with the camera to try and capture
some of the colour and to photograph
those orchids I thought were the
outstanding ones of the many on
display. The hour was insufficient time
for this task and in fact three days later I
was still trying to complete the job and
s t i l l fi n d i n g m o r e o r c h i d s w o r t h
photographing. As the Judges had
looked at 13,000 or more orchids and
then there were the commercial displays
as well, even finding the outstanding
o n e s m a d e t h e s e a r c h f o r t h e n e e d l e i n
the haystack seem simple.

A t 9 a m w e w e r e o f f t o t h e l e c t u r e
theatre and proceedings were opened by
M e m b e r s o f t h e N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d
Council outlining what was planned for
t h e W o r l d C o n f e r e n c e i n A u c k l a n d i n
1990 and extending an invitation to
everyone to be there and asking for

support from Australia at least to the
level that New Zealand had supported
Caloundra (there were five organised
tour parties from New Zealand and other
individual travellers as well). While on
this subject I would like to suggest that
N e w Z e a l a n d C l u b s a n d S o c i e t i e s
arrange groups of members to travel to
Auckland as mini tours — it's great to
travel as a group and have someone
with whom to discuss what you have
seen during the day, and it's a great way
to get to really know the members of the
club you belong to.

B a c k t o t h e C o n f e r e n c e . H e r e t h e
organising suffered its only hiccup and
Bob Gordon of the U.S.A..stepped into
the gap and gave a talk on Phalaenopsis
which was highly entertaining and
allowed the organisers to get the
programme back on the rails.

We d idn ' t a t tend a l l o f the lectures but
the ones that we did go to, we found
really worth while; the first was by Len
Lawler and was on the Native Orchids of
Tropical Queensland and there was no
doubting that Len was an expert on his
subject. In his talk he covered a vast
a m o u n t o f t h e N o r t h o f Q u e e n s l a n d a n d
many of the Australian Natives that had
very specialised cultural requirements
and as a result were found in small areas
which meet those requirements. This
listener got lost a lot of the time, the
result of being a novice amongst
experts.

The nex t speake r was Geo rge
Vasquez from the U.S.A. who spoke on
the breeding of yellow Phalaenopsis and
supported his talk with slides showing
the parents used in a cross, followed by
slides of the progeny, to illustrate the
success or otherwise of the crossing.

George was followed by our tour
leader, Syd Wray, who spoke on
Oncidiums, a subject he knows well and
he certainly made this listener keen to try
and see if we could grow them with
success down in Otago. It's now on the
list of projects to be started when time
a l l o w s .
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This was about enough knowledge for
us to try and assimulate in one sitting, so
we took a break and spent the afternoon
just looking at the display in the
Conference Centre again and again and
again.

In the evening we went to Bob
Gordon's workshop on Phalaenopsis
growing, where he expanded h is
discussion of the morning and again
entertained as well as informed. At 9 pm
w e w e r e s e n t o f f t o o u r m o t e l s w h e r e
we discussed amongst ourselves all we
had seen and done during the day.

Next morning we were at the Centre
early to have another look around before
the crowds arr ived, and crowds there
were to be. 56 tour buses arrived during
the day to see the exhibition and all that
we saw a r r i ve were fu l l . The commerc ia l
people had smiles from ear to ear, as
every one who came seemed to buy at
least one plant and most more than one.
About this time it became apparent that
there was a competition among the
members of the tour party to see who
could buy the most flasks to take home,
I ' l l a n n o u n c e t h e w i n n e r s l a t e r i n t h i s
a r t i c l e . We wen t i n t o t he l ec tu re t hea t re
t o h e a r N o r i t o H a s e g a w a o n
Paphiopedilum breeding. He supported
his talk with 160 magnificent slides to
make his lecture visually exciting as well
as informative. The afternoon was spent
at the local racecourse, all arranged as
part of the tour — a pleasant aftemoon
in the open air, and as we about broke
even we came away very satisfied with
ourselves. This was the evening of the
Gala Night and all dressed up, we
c l i m b e d i n t o t h e b u s e s a n d o f f w e w e n t
to "The Big Pineapple". Everyone who
had registered for the Conference that
wanted to go was there and the
d o w n s t a i r s w a s s e t a s i d e f o r t h e G a l a
dinner which was a lovely meal, but
didn't quite live up to its extravagant
description in the Conference literature.
After the meal we were treated to a t rain
ride round the plantation, quite an
experience in the dark. Very tired we
climbed back on the buses taking us
back to our motels, a much quieter party
than on the way out.

At 9.30 am next morning we were
back on the buses to be taken up to the
B l a c k a l l R a n g e o v e r l o o k i n g t h e
Glasshouse Mountains for a Bar-b-que
meal. After a scenic bus trip we reached
the picnic area and were sent off on a
bush walk, probably in the hope that
some or all of us would get lost. It was
very pleasant walking through the bush
and we heard some unusual bird calls,
with the whip bird being the most
unusual and also the most realistic. By
the time we returned the organisers had
the cooking well underway and we all
lined up as though we hadn't eaten for
days, the open air and a little exercise
ensuring we did justice to the well
c o o k e d s t e a k s . F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e w e
were able to enjoy the local fresh fruit,
and enjoy it we did - pineapples, grapes,
melons, ginger and macadamia nuts all
h a v e a m u c h b e t t e r t a s t e w h e n t r e e
ripened and fresh and they disappeared
with marvellous rapidity. At last even the
heartiest appetite satisfied, we climbed
back on the bus for a sightseeing trip
b a c k t o C a l o u n d r a . T h e l a t e a f t e r n o o n
was spent back at the show taking a
few more photos and still finding a few
plants we hadn't noticed previously.

Next day we were up very early for a
trip to two of the local growers who
lived between Caloundra and Gympie.
The first was a commercial grower, G.
and B. Robinson who as well as growing
orchids also grew African Violets and
the ladies in the party spent much time
admiring these. The glass houses were
v e r y g o o d w i t h t h e p l a n t s w e l l
presented, but for most of us, the sight
of soft cane dendrobiums growing on
every tree around the property was the
outstanding feature. Not only growing,
but showing by the number of flowers
and the extensive root systems that they
l i k e d t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s . I t d i d n ' t s e e m t o
matter what the host tree was, all had a
mass of feeding roots strongly adhering
to them. We went on to Gympie to Allan
P e a r c e , t h e C o n f e r e n c e C h a i r m a n ' s
h o m e , a n d w h a t a h o m e i t w a s ,
surrounded by a beautifully landscaped
section and extensive gardens. Roses
were obviously another interest and
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each rose was watered by micro tube, all
140 of them, although they didn't look

a t h o m e i n t h e w a r m c l i m a t e a n d
certainly weren't as vigorous, nor were
the colours as good as those grown in
our cooler climate. Allan's glasshouses
had to be seen to be believed — 'state of
the art', fully air conditioned with the big
houses having four very large units
i n s t a l l e d a n d t h e s m a l l e r h o u s e s o n e
each , au tomat ica l l y wa te red and
fertilized with the humidity constantly
monitored and electronically controlled.
Allan grew all his orchids, with the
exception of a few cymbidiums, in chip
sized river gravel and all the plants
looked healthy and well grown. How
satisfactory this growing medium would
be without the control the watering and
fertilizing system gave, I wouldn't know,
and lifting some of the bigger pots, full of
this mix, was fairly difficult. After a good
l o o k r o u n d w e t r a v e l l e d b a c k t o h a v e a
last look at the show as this was the last
day.

Following this was The Mystery Night
and we were picked up from our motels
a n d t a k e n o n a c i r c u i t o u s r o u t e v i a
MacDonalds, (which according to the
bus driver was to be the venue,) round
side roads and in here and out there until
at last we arrived at a Square Dance
Club. Here a spit roasted meal had been
organised for us, and after we had been
given a straw hat which we had to wear
all night (this gave everybody a sort of
western look and certainly made some
of the party hard to recognise) we were
very well fed, and watered liberally.
Then the band started, giving us the
exercise we needed to get off those
extra kilo's which we had put on on the
trip and we danced — old time, modern,
square, we danced them all — until in no
time at all it was midnight and time to go
h o m e . B e f o r e l e a v i n g t h e K i w i
contingent danced the national dance,
"The Bird Dance", and challenged the
Aussie's to perform their dance, "The
Kangaroo Hop". Whether they were
bemused by the sight of all those Kiwi's
leaping around I don't know but they
had trouble in finding more than a
handful of performers and had to be

helped out by the Kiwi's joining them.
On this hilarious note we left and the bus
took us be a much more d i rec t rou te to
o u r m o t e l s .

Looking back over our impressions,
the Civic Centre was the ideal setting for
the Caloundra Conference with enough
room to display everything to the best
advantage and with all the services that
were necessary to insure the smooth
running of the show. The organising
c o m m i t t e e w e r e m a r v e l l o u s a n d
everything was done to make the
registrants welcome guests. The show
itself as a spectacle was exciting and
the orchids on display were of the
highest quality, the lectures were both
informat ive and enter ta in ing, and
C a l o u n d r a w i l l b e a h a r d a c t t o f o l l o w.
The highlights of the show for me were
a Cattelya named Chocolate Drop (the
texture of the flower and the gloss on
the petal and sepals was unbelievable),
seeing the satisfaction of the Whangarei
folk when their display won an award,
and also seven individual awards, and
the friendliness of the orchid growers
a n d o r c h i d l o v e r s t h a t w e m e t a t t h i s
C o n f e r e n c e .

The next stop in our travels was at
R e d c l i f f e , a s u b u r b t o t h e n o r t h o f
Brisbane, where we were to be billeted
w i t h m e m b e r s o f t h e R e d c l i f f e O r c h i d
Society for the next two days, an
inspired piece of organising by Syd and
Joy. These two days were to prove to
be, for us, the highlight of the trip. We
arrived late afternoon, and our host took
us to meet his wife and have a quick
look at his orchid collection, before the
light failed. Our host Ed Thorogood was
the Editor of the Native Orchid Society
newsletter and with his wife Mary was
to give us a marvellous two days. His
hobby collection was housed in two
shade houses which in area equalled
a b o u t o n e a n d a h a l f t i m e s t h e a r e a o f
our home, (Aussies don't do things by
halves) and contained something in
excess of 5,000 orchids, mainly soft
cane Dendrobiums, with a good number
of Oncidiums and of course his first love,
the natives. Darkness drove us inside.
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where we had an outstanding fish meal,
cooked by Mary, and then settled down
to talk until after midnight. Ed brought
o u t s o m e o f t h e N a t i v e O r c h i d B u l l e t i n s
which he had produced and we talked
a b o u t t h e a r t i c l e s i n t h e m a n d a b o u t
family and orchids, till finally tiredness
caught up with us and we went to bed.
Next morning, Ed took us off to have a
look around Redcl i ffe and to see some of
the other collections in the area. The day
was cold, the coldest of our trip (in fact
o u r h o s t w e n t h o m e a t l u n c h t i m e a n d
put on his long-johns), but if the day was
cold the hospitality wasn't. Redcliffe
must have the highest percentage of
characters per head of population of any
place we've been and we met them all.
We quickly learnt that hobby collections
have a different meaning here from in
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d m o s t w e s a w w e r e
between 2,00 and 5,000-6,000 plants
and covered all the genera, although
cymbidiums were not well represented.
Native orchids were obviously the main
in te res t o f a l o t o f t he fo l k we met and
having seen them in flower and read the
a r t i c l e s i n t h e b u l l e t i n , w e c o u l d
understand why. That evening our tour
party were the guests at a Bar-b-que
m e a l a t t h e h o m e o f o n e o f t h e C l u b
members. The Redcliffe Society had
d e c i d e d t o h o l d t h i s i n s t e a d o f t h e i r
monthly meeting, and it was a night to
remember w i th good food , good
company and raffles of flasks for the
fl a s k c o l l e c t o r s w h o n o w t a l k e d a b o u t
twenties, not ones and twos. Much later
we went home to talk again into the
s m a l l h o u r s .

In the morning we bid our hosts
r e l u c t a n t f a r e w e l l a n d h e a d e d d o w n t h e
road to a day at Expo. One day was not
enough time to see anything like all of
Expo, but by the end of the day our feet
told us we had been there too long. Two
days at Surfers Paradise followed, then a
day to Port MacQuarrie, where the
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a t t h e P o r t P a c i fi c w a s
in the luxury class, and then a further
day to Sydney, where the second
Conference was being held.

Most of the group, like us, had elected
to go to this Conference just as paying

public, and so on the first morning in
Sydney, Joy rounded up the party that
were going to the Show and l ike
Brown's cows, we wended our way
through Hyde Park and the Domain to
the Exhibition site. The Sydney
Exhibition Organisers had chosen to
have the Show in marquees and the
weather did not treat them well. On the
day before, when the Show was being
set up, it had rained heavily and the
Show site was still very damp when we
got there. A marguee has certain
disadvantages, the white walls make
photographing very difficult and the
ropes to protect the displays, were set
so far out, that close-ups were almost
impossible without incurring the wrath
of the Show Stewards. For all that it was
a good display with some genera on
show that we hadn't seen further north.
The Lycaste's were outstanding, as
were the native orchid displays and I will
always remember a pot with a pink, a
yellow and a blue Thelymitra all growing
and flowering together, some saucers of
Pterostylis that were outstanding and
a n o t h e r p o t w i t h t h r e e d i f f e r e n t
Phragmipediums which were the first I
had seen and which intrigued me. As
well as the display, there was an area set
aside for the commercial people and our
flask collectors had a right royal time.
Having been around and around until we
thought we had seen it all we left to go
shopping. Later in the afternoon another
thunder storm hit Sydney and we were
glad we had seen the display on its first
morning open.

Next day those that were Interested,
went on a bus trip to see some of the
orchid collections, both commercial and
hobby, in Sydney. Some very good
collections were seen, including Wally
Upton's but the outstanding visit was to
S i d B a t c h e l o r s ' c o l l e c t i o n o f N a t i v e
orchids. This was my idea of an orchid
growers heaven. The shade house was
landscaped inside so that everything
wasn't on the same level and the front
wall was rounded like a bay window so
that it looked that little bit different from
t h e o t h e r s h a d e h o u s e s w e h a d s e e n .
The plants were very well grown with
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not a weed to be seen and the display
plants were outstanding examples,
many of them in flower. It was a
collection to remember and again the
camera got a lot of use.

This ended the orchid part of the trip,
leaving us a little free time in Sydney,
apart from an evening organised by the
tour members to show our appreciation
to Syd and Joy for all they had done for
u s .

Coming home to New Zealand most
of us worried about excess baggage but,
the gods were looking after us and half
our luggage was loaded and swallowed
up by the luggage conveyor before the
m a n a t t h e c o u n t e r r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e r e
was no add tape in the scales! After a
good flight we arrived back in Auckland
where the Min is t ry o f Agr icu l ture
o f fi c e r s w e r e t o b e i n u n d a t e d w i t h
flasks. Happily all got through without
too much trouble, and everyone said
their last goodbyes and promised to
write and keep in touch.

R e s u l t o f t h e " c o l l e c t t h e fl a s k "
competition was a tie for first between
Rae Hastings of Whangarei and Grace
W o o t t e n o f C h r i s t c h u r c h .

What were my impressions of the trip
overall? We enjoyed every minute, and
we would do it again. Of the orchids in
A u s t r a l i a — I ' m e n v i o u s o f t h e i r
spectacular natives and would like to try
some here in New Zealand, and I was
most impressed by the Oncidiums I saw,
so they too are on the buying list, when I
get the time to tidy up the plants I have
now and do justice to them. My wife
liked the Phalaenopsis she saw over
there and they too are on the list for the
f u t u r e .

Ro l l r ound 1990 so t ha t we can mee t
the friends we made on this trip.

Ian & Iris Roberts
4 6 H o w o r t h R o a d

Fairfield, Dunedin

New Zealand Successes at Australia's Orchid Expo, 1988
CYMBIDIUMS (several c lasses)

C y m . B o b W a a b e l J . & S . W r a y , W h a n g a r e i O . S . 3 r d
Cym. L i l l ian Stewart ' Imper ia l Velvet ' M. Dove, Whangarei O.S. 3rd
Cym. Lev is Duke 'Be l la Vis ta ' B . & J . Gover, Whangare i O.S. 2nd
Cym. Winter Wonder x Hamsey J . & S. Wray, Whangare i O.S. 3rd
C y m . m u n r o n i a n u m T . D i l l o n , W h a n g a r e i O . S . 1 s t
Cym. Narella 'Jennifer Gail ' M. & B. Johnson, North Shore O.S. 2nd
C y m . M i n i S a r a h ' J i l l i a n ' D . C h a n d l e r , N o r t h S h o r e O . S . 1 s t
C y m . To u c h s t o n e ' J a r v i s ' B . J o h n s o n , N o r t h S h o r e O . S . 2 n d
C y m . F u s s ' F a n t a s y ' B . J o h n s o n , N o r t h S h o r e O . S . 3 r d
O N C I D I U M & O N C I D I U M A L L I A N C E

O d c d m . T i g e r B u t t e r F . B r e t t , W h a n g a r e i O . S . 2 n d

PA P H I O P E D I L U M S

Paph. Charh i l l x Wins ton Church i l l G. Honare , Whangare i O.S. 1s t
D I S P L AY S

W h a n g a r e i O r c h i d S o c i e t y , N e w Z e a l a n d 1 s t
N o r t h S h o r e O r c h i d S o c i e t y , N e w Z e a l a n d 2 n d

Congratulations, all.
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13th Wor ld Orch id Confe rence 1990
Auckland, New Zealand

February 1989

Highlights from Newsletter No. 12
PREL IMINARY REGISTRATION

It is now time for you to express interest in the
Conference by completing a Reply Form and returning it
so that we can list you as a potential registrant. All
Soc ie t ies wi l l be sent a s tock o f these forms. No
obligation is made by filling in these forms, although of
course we like.to think you will make the commitment.
Once we have you computer listed we will send the full
Registration Booklet later this year.

P R O M O T I O N A L I T E M S
With the start of Society meetings for

another year we have planned some
new items for you. The 1989 tea
spoons to add to the set and a range of
new design cattleya tea towels will both
be available shortly. As before we
propose to send samples to all Societies
for you to place orders. Good selling.
This is a good fund raising means for the
Conference and a tangible way everyone
can be directly involved, even at this
early stage.

F I N A N C I A L
We are hopeful of good news on

major sponsorship by end of March. As
you can imagine, lack of this is causing
some strain but the professional group
engaged to secure sponsorship appear
optimistic of success. In the meantime
your consideration to loans and pledges
and even donations, will be most helpful.

1 9 9 0 C O M M I S S I O N
T h e 1 3 t h Wo r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e i s

now approved as a Recognised Project
of this Commission. As you will know,
1990 is the 150th anniversary of the
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi and
150th anniversary of both Auckland and
Wellington. The 1990 Commission has
been established by Government to co
ordinate and promote activities for the
1990 year which will involve all in the

community in a way that gives full
expression to what it means to be a New
Z e a l a n d e r .

We are pleased to be recognised as a
project to highlight this key year in the
histojY of New Zealand, and areconvinced that orchid growing as a
leisure pursuit is a fulfilling and
expanding past ime for many. The
celebration of 1990 is not only about
looking back at the past but also
planning for a better future and lifestyle.

S P R E A D I N G W O R D
P u b l i c i t y i s a n o t h e r w o r d f o r

"spreading word." This surprising
statement is meant to emphasise the
importance of our network of Liaison
Officers. These key people are in the
front line making contact with the orchid
g r o w i n g p u b l i c . H o w e v e r, t h e s e
dedicated souls cannot always pass the
necessary word without help from
Pres idents , Secretar ies , Execut ive o f
Societies and Clubs. So please give them
this assistance and make sure everyone
in your Society knows how they can
participate and enjoy the 13th World
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e .

Our Liaison Officer in Houston, Texas
is certaii^ly stamping around in that area.
We have had a flood of responses giving
emphasis that people in Texas do things
in a big way. Good going, Texas.
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A C C O M M O D A T I O N
We heard a surprising statement made

at the New Plymouth weekend, that all
pssible accommodation in Auckland is
already booked up, and that for those
who have not already secured bookings
it is too late. What utter bilge. Where
possible, our convention managers are
booking up accommodation for the
Conference, ready for you when you
register. In some cases hotels and
mote ls do no t l i ke to commi t themse lves
so fa r ahead .

Let us assure you that there will be
s u f fi c i e n t a c c o m m o d a t i o n i n A u c k l a n d
for all. Within easy walking or close
motoring distance to the Showgrounds
alone, 35 motels were counted. A few
could have been missed too. Multiply
these up from a larger radius and you
n e e d h a v e n o f e a r s . F o r t h o s e N e w
Zealand residents preferring motel
accommodation, we are ready for you.

T H E w o e T R A I N
There has been talk of a special train

starting at Invercargill and picking up
South Island registrants along the way.
What a splendid way to travel and also
transport those important orchids. We
are not exactly sure if a co-ordinator for
this has arisen yet, but in the meantime if
you or your Society is interested, get in
contact with Judy Coburn, 93 Milton
Terrace, P ic ton. Te lephone (057)
3 6 - 7 8 9 . N u m b e r s o f t r a v e l l e r s w i l l b e
important for viability.

R . W . D i x

Chairman - Publicity and
Publ ic Relat ions Commit tee

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Up to 25 Words fo r $10 .00

S e n d a d v e r t i s e m e n t s t o :

W. J. Deed Printing Ltd.,
16 Bowen St reet , Waiuku.

Please make cheques payable to CONZED

C L A S S I F I E D
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

F O R S A L E

M O N T E S S A O R C H r o S a n n o u n c e a n A L L
S E A S O N C y m b i d i u m S a l e ( e x c l u d i n g
cascading types) . 200 Redoubt Road,
Manakau City. Phone (09) 263-9690. 3
minutes from Motorway & Manukau City.

FOR YOUR FREE COPY of our latest plant
o r fl a s k c a t a l o g u e s e n d S . A . E . T h e
greatest range of Other Genera in New
Z e a l a n d . H o u s e o f O r c h i d s , 1 4 5 M a n u k a
R o a d , G i e n fi e l d , A u c k l a n d .

P O LY T H E N E B A G S N E W • 7 0 0 - 5 ' s / 7 c •
1 5 0 0 - 1 2 ' s / 1 5 c • 5 0 0 - 1 8 ' s / 2 3 c •
1 2 5 0 - 4 0 ' s / 3 7 c . M o n t e s s a O r c h i d s , 2 0 0
Redoubt Road, Manukau City, Auckland.
P h o n e ( 0 9 ) 2 6 3 - 9 6 9 0 .

O R C H I D S - H o b b y a n d C o m m e r c i a l ,
Plants, Flasks (Hobby size and Standard).• Cattleyas • Dendrobiums • Phalaenopsis
• Cymbidiums • Paphiopedi lums. Send
stamp for list: Marble Gardens, Park Estate
Road, Papakura.

LAURELDALE ORCHIDS specialising in •
C a t t l e y a s • E q u i t a n t / O n c i d i u m s •
Dendrobiums, (Mericlones and Seedlings).
F o r p r i c e l i s t p l e a s e s e n d S . A . E . t o
Laureldale Orchids, 26 Nelson Street ,
B l e n h e i m . P h o n e ( 0 5 7 ) 8 6 - 4 1 4 .

WATER DISTILLER QUICK FIT 4 litres per
hour, hardly used, under Vi new price
$500. Montessa Orchids, 200 Redoubt
Road, Manukau City, Auckland. Phone
( 0 9 ) 2 6 3 - 9 6 9 0 .

HOME & INCOME: % acre; St Hellers,
Auckland. 3 bedroom, plus Orchid Houses
and Orchids with automatic irrigation and
feeding. Phone owner (09) 556-141 (Ak).

FOR SALE qua l i t y Cymbid ium Orch id
Plants. Flowering and in Spike. All colours.
From $5.00. Free orchid plant offer. Glen-
i t i O r c h i d s . P h o n e ( 0 9 ) 5 5 6 - 1 4 1 ( A k ) .



ustralian Orchid Revie
14 McGill Street Lewisham, Sydney NSW Australia 2049

Telephone (02) 560 6166 Fax (02) 560 6677

NOW SIX ISSUES PER YEAR!
NEW SIZE. . . NEW FORMAT. . . NEW EDITOR

New Zealand (Sea Mail) Two Years $NZ75 or $A64
O n e Ye a r $ N Z 4 1 o r $ A 3 4

New Zealand (Air Mail) Two Years $NZ94 or $A79
One Year $NZ49 or $A41

Single Copy Airmail US$9.50
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NEW ZEALAND EXPORT
GROWERS ORCHID ASSN.iNC

NZ E.G.O.

AH intending and exporting orchid
growers, orchid plant retailers,
orchid t issue cul ture laborator ies,
o r ch id expo r t compan ies and
interested persons are invited to
w r i t e f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n
regarding the above Association
t o :

The Secretary
M r s J . B e r s m a

Jesmond Road, Drury,
S o u t h A u c k l a n d .

T W I N O A K S
B O O K S

P . O . B o x 2 0 9 4 0
G r e e n fi e l d , W i s c o n s i n 5 3 2 2 0

U . S . A .

M A S T E R C A R D A N D V I S A

ORCHID BOOKS
Send for FREE descriptive
iist of Just about 300
currently available Orchid
Books . . . Sent Surface |
Mail anyv/here in the j

I w o r l d , p o s t p a i d H i i
i I
; i u u t t u i i u u t u i u m i M i i u t i : i u t i u u m n i u i t i t t : m m i t t m i i i i u i K U < M > t w i u i i i m t n i a n t i i i i i i B .

★ Soc iety Popular Vote Winners *
Brassia Rex x Milt. William Kirch

Bronze/brown, some pink - BVa" star-shaped flowers.
Beallara Tahoma Glacier 'Sugar Sweet' AM/AOS
White SVi" flowers, maroon markings in centre.

C a n b e u s e d f o r c u t fl o w e r .

Brassia* Rex x Milt. Seminole Blood
5" star-shaped flowers, mostly pink with some spotting.

These grow into specimen plants quickly, two spikes per bulb,
and are all very attractive and long lasting.

LARGE 4" POTS, FLOWERING SIZE

A n y T w o : $ 3 0 . 0 0 A l l T h r e e $ 4 0 . 0 0
Plus Post and Packing $8.00

S Y D & J O Y W R A Y
A n n M a r i e O r c h i d s

P . O . B o x 4 8 9
W H A N G A R E I

★ NEW CATALOGUE NOW OUT - SEND 40c STAMP *

M



F r a m e a
fl o w e r
picture frame
Makes a lovely, inexpensive gift.
The stand of the picture frame is slotted to
hold a plastic phial of water. Simply place
stem of selected flower in phial and hey
presto a delightfully attractive, natural, eye
catching display is created!
Frames come in 3 colours—GOLD,
SILVER, BLACK. Black velvet backing
accentuates the beauty of the bloom. Frames
available from your local society's branch or
d i r e c t f r o m P O R T A S C R E E N S L T D .
PRICE S22 including GST, packaging,
postage.

H O W T O A S S E M B L E —

1 . P i c t u r e f r a m e
2. Slip plastic phial through hole in front of picture frame into
3. slotted stand which fits into holder attached to back of frame

All parts are now secured and ready for use.

Please supply
" F r a m e - A - F l o w e r " P i c t u r e F r a m e s

T o —

(please print)

D GOLD □ BLACK □ SILVER
(indicate colour)

Cheque enclosed for $

P o r t a S c r e e n s L t d .
P.O. Box 51, Otak i J
85



$ 1 5 . 0 0
$ 7 . 5 0

7 . 5 0
7 . 5 0
9 . 0 0
7 . 5 0

O N C I D I U M S
Bright and colourful, free flowering and easy to grow.

Species
- flexuosum - bright yellow. Flowering size.
- ensatum - bulbous, long spray yellow/brown blooms,- small
- haematochllum - brown and purple-pink, - small
- pulchellum - very unusual species - small
- viporinum 'J.&L.' AM/AOS-super clone of this lovely species
- Sundance x 'Nonamyre' - well shaped varicosum type

Equltants- Breezy x Robson - yellow, red, brown, - flowering size
- Little Chickadee 'Royal Robe' x Sunset Fort - purple
- Red Velvet 'Cobbadah' - deep red, purple
• (Ritzy X Purple Envy) x Hawaiian Gold - brown petals.

r e d m a s k
- (Ritzy X Purple Envy) x Persian Market - brown, purple
- Robson X Vegas Gold - red and yellow
- Sunset Luau x Sunset Fort 'Pink Doll' - pink

Door to door delivery $8.50
House of Orchids 145 Manuka Rd. Glenfield, Auckland 10. Ph: (09) 4449771

$ 1 4 . 0 0
$ 1 6 . 0 0
$ 1 6 . 0 0

$ 1 3 . 0 0
$ 1 3 . 0 0
$ 1 3 . 0 0
$ 1 6 . 0 0

Longview Orchids
For Unsurpassed Quality

C Y M B I D I U M S
O v e r 1 2 0 v a r i e t i e s o f m i n i a t u r e s

Mar^y new ones

Some unusual colours such as lavender, copper, suede,
c a r a m e l .

A tot of our varieties you will find are not listed attywheie
else and many are excellent for cut flower production.

P E N D U L O U S VA R I E T I E S A R E
O U R S P E C I A L I T Y

S t a n d a r d c u t fl o w e r a n d s h o w b e n c h v a r i e t i e s a l s o
a v a i l a b l e .

P H A L A E N O P S I S

T h e s e h a v e b e c o m e p o p u l a r a s a v e r y r e w a r d i n g
houseplant which can flower almost continuously, given
the right spot. In a heated greenhouse or conservatory a
fabulous display can be obtained without difficulty. We
carry a wide range of varieties from huge spectacular
whites to tiny pinks, in all plant sizes.

C A T T L E Y A
A s e l e c t i o n o f s u p e r b m e r i c i o n e s ■* M i n i c a i s a n d
compacts as well as some cool growing seedlings.

W e a l s o h a v e a s e l e c t i o n o f

M I LT O N I A , D E N D R O B I U M .
O N C I D I U M , O D O N T O G L O S S U M

Send S.A.E. for our lists, or call on us when in Tauranga.

Er ic and Vor re i Jones

Longview Orchids
M a i n Wa i h i R o a d , B e t h l e h e m .

R . D . I . , Ta u r a n g a
P h o n e ( 0 7 5 ) 8 3 - 9 7 3

î atty cfCouse
T A U P O

SPECIALISING IN PHALAENOPSIS

O v e r 6 0 v a r i e t i e s t o c h o o s e f r o m
P r i c e d f r o m $ 7 . 0 0

Catalogue available on request

79 Dtps. Alice Loeb 'Alice' x
P h a l . S c a r a m o u c h e ' G a l a x i e ' A M / R H S

• spotted white, patterned lip

8 6 P h a l . v e n o s a ' Z u m a C r e e k ' x
Phal. Mary Vance 'Zuma Canyon'

- clear yellow with reddish lip

89 Phal. Zuma's Royal Stripe
- violacea shaping with dark stripes

T R E V O R N I C H O L L S
33 H inekura Avenue, Taupo

P h o n e ( 0 7 4 ) 8 4 - 8 1 3

V I S I T O R S W E L C O M E
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Protect tender plants

QJ74O-V2''
+ SF Misting nozzle

Fĉ et produces a fine,
misty spray, safe
for delicate plants,
seedlings, new lawns,
fiouse plants and
ornamentals of all kinds.
Try tlie FogJet just once
... you'll agree ifs the
finest nozzle made for
home garden or

Greenhousê̂ ĝ̂_

N E W LY S E E D E D
L A W N S A N D

G R A S S S E E D L I N G S

EASIER
H O U S E P L A N T

C A R E
F L O W E R B O X E S F L O W E R B E D S

SS3599For ^ spray nozzle applications.

Spraying Systems
(NZ) Limited

P.O. Box 6047, Te Arc, Wellington. Ph. 859-328 or 859-329.
Telex; NZ31246Fax: 856-143
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^ C H A M P I O N ^

F E R T I L I S E R D I S P E N S E R
The ideal addition to your orchid
c o l l e c t i o n .

The advantages of using Fert-O-Mat.
Easy to fit, simple to use, fertilise as
you water, even distribution of
fertiliser, use with any watering
system, quick, convenient with
e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . U n i t c o m e s
complete with fertiliser plugs in initial
purchase price.
Orchid experts agree orchids do best
with regular soluble fertiliser feeds of
fairly low strength.

Two analysis of fertiliser available —
"Quick Green" corresponds to the
U . S . r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f o r o r c h i d s o f
3 0 - 1 0 - 1 0 o r N . Z . 3 0 - 5 - 8 .

"General Purpose" corresponds closely to the U.S. 10-10-10 for
orchids in spike (generally known as the blossom booster).

Fert-O-Mat provides the three main elements N.P.K. in the proportions
recommended by both U.S. and N.Z. Orchid experts for orchids
(American Orchid Society Bulletin, N.Z. Orchid Review, Department
Scientific & Industrial Research, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries).
B o t h f o r m u l a o f f e r t i l i s e r c o n t a i n e s s e n t i a l t r a c e e l e m e n t s .

For best results use Fert-O-Mat with every watering. Quick Green is
recommended for spring/summer growth. General Purpose blossom
t i m e .

Fert-O-Mat is also highly recommended for use in flower and vegetable
gardening. Use Fert-O-Mat and judge the results for yourself.

A U S T R A L A S I A N I M P O R T S L T D .
P . O . B o x 5 3 - 0 3 4 P h o n e 2 7 5 - 4 9 6 3
Auck land A i rpo r t

W A T E R
O U T L E T
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Norm Po r t e r O rch i ds
* C Y M B I D I U M S

Flowering size plants available from Nursery or sent anywhere in New
Zealand by Newmans Bus—Depot to Door Service ...$ 16-$30 each

Seedling and Mericlone Flasks—Wide selection including Mini and
Standards to suit the hobbyist and commercial grower.

C Y M B I D I U M S I N S P I K E
Charley's Angel 'Raspberry Lime' B/CSA, HOC/AOS

(Ann Miller x Showgirl)
Intermediate, clear Lime Green offset by a solid Raspberry Red lip,

free flowering, up to 3 spikes per bulb. September.
Large plant 2 Lt. pot. In spike $23.00

Running Bear 'Candy Striper' (Kalinka x Chief Joseph)
A distinctive intermediate. Creamy Pink with a dark Lilac-Purple stripe

on each petal. August. Large plant 2 Lt. pot. In spike $23.00
S a n F r a n c i s c o ' S t . N a d i n e ' H C C / A O S / O D C . ,

BA/CSA,AM/AOS/ODC,SA/CSA (Balkis x Blue Smoke)
An old favourite with a string of awards, large clear Ice Green,

broad White lip with Pink freckles, very good doer.
Large plant 5 Lt. pot. In spike $25.00

Summercloud 'Moonstone' (Eagle x floribundum pumilum)
A clear August moon White miniature, tall upright spikes. Cream lip

with Lemon spots, very vigorous, Ideal weddings.
Large 2 Lt. pot. In spike $23.00

Yo r k ' S a h a r a ' ( S h i n a B l a c k x A l e x a n d e r i )
Very free flowering, late Oct-Nov. Apricot Yellow with pretty

lip markings, very popular cut flower, Large 2 Lt. pot. In spike $23.00
Each as priced, Freight extra;

or Any 3 plants for $66, freight paid to your door;
or the 5 plants for $110, freight paid.

1989 Free Catalogue now available.
All prices include GST
S e n d t o - N O R M P O R T E R

" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

Nursery—23 Parata Street, Waikanae
(Parata Street is opposite Woolworths)

P h o n e ( 0 5 8 ) 3 6 - 9 7 7
Hours—Tuesday-Saturday 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is Open
Sundays and Public Holidays



PORTRAITS OF NEW ZEALAND ORCHID SPECIES

Lyperanthus antarcticus
The higher altitudes of the Tararua Ranges and sub alpine
parts of the South Island and other southern islands, in damp,
peaty areas, are the best places to look for this elegant orchid,
although It also occurs at lower altitudes in the southern
areas. This is the only New Zealand species of this genus.
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