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About tha t fi rs t s tone . . .
So 'Orchids In New Zealand' has been arriving late. Commercial Interests have

been disadvantaged, notice of functions obsolete, Christmas wishes a farce.
Understandably subscribers have been outraged, because someone has failed to
deliver. But wait a minute, just who has failed to deliver? Has the reader put his or
her house In order before offering criticism?

Being the Editor of an ambitious
publication which does not pay for
contributions Is, I should Imagine, akin to
taking out an Investment In stressful and
thankless living. The embarrassment of
having to perpetually plead for articles
must be very wearing and Is In no way
compensated for by whatever gratuities
may be forthcoming. In the long term, it
must be a responsibility demanding
considerable dedication. The glamour Is
bound to wear off but the deadlines keep
recurring.

When the journal began I offered. In
order to ensure a balance of content, to
regularly submit photographs of and
contributions about orchid species.
Approximately 60 submissions later, it
will have been noticed that I am getting
tired too. Mainly perhaps because the
Editors are just too nice to keep on
kicking me In the pants any more. Late
distribution Is very undesirable but how
can I be critical of their efforts when my
own have fallen short? How do you
s t a n d ?

'Orchids In New Zealand' Is a very
commendable publication and together
with much of our sporting prowess, out
of proportion on an international basis
relative to population. It Is a journal we
have good reason to be proud of and I
a m r a t h e r a l a r m e d t o l e a r n t h a t I n t h i s
avid orchid fancying country It Is now
running the risk of collapsing through
lack of subscribers. This prospect Is very
disturbing when seen In the context that
the annual subscription equates to the
value of about one orchid plant. Surely a
sacrifice of that magnitude Is justified
w h e n o n e c o n s i d e r s w h a t w e s t a n d t o
lose. Simply ponder on all the valuable
Information provided In Vol. 14 No. 3,
particularly relating to preparations for
t h e 1 9 9 0 W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e . I s

there any grower who aspires to exhibit
In ' 990 who didn't gain valauble
Information from that Issue on what they
should be doing now? Wonderful stuff
which will ensure greater standards
when we exhibit to the world. To keep
the journal going, more subscribers are
needed and It would be appropriate for
each of us to Int roduce at least one new
one, perhaps by offering a subscription
as a Christmas present.

I now suggest repentance. To each
reader who has complained about late
arrival, equally as many words should be
w r i t t e n o n s o m e c o n s t r u c t i v e
observations about orchids - successes,
failures, queries, problems - anything
that may Interest or Instruct others. And
t o t h o s e w h o s a t o n c o m m i t t e e s o f
censure or wrote In condemnation, no
less than 100 lines at double spacing to
be on the Editors desk no later than the
fi r s t o f n e x t m o n t h .

Perhaps the editorial problems are not
restricted to shortage of copy, but until
w e h a v e c l e a r e d o u r o w n c o n s c i e n c e s
on that score, we should be very
hes i t an t t o c r i t i c i se .

Anyhow, I d idn' t Indicate which
Christmas I was extending good wishes

George Fuller N.D.H. (NZ)
25 Victor ia Road

New Plymouth
Thanks, George,

The Ed i to rs .

Q U E S T I O N A I R E
T h e E d i t o r s a n d C o n z e d E x e c u t i v e
thank all those who replied so
promptly to our questlonalre. We
hope to Include more Information
n e x t I s s u e .
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CONZED NEWS

T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e h a s
decided to adopt 1989 as 'Orchid
F r i e n d s h i p Ye a r . ' T h e p u b l i c i t y
associated with the campaign wil l
centre around orchid growing as a
social service and have emphasis on
the social activities and friendship
offered by joining an Orchid Society.
I t is a lso a chal lenge to present
m e m b e r s t o i n t r o d u c e o n e n e w
member within the 1989 year. The
object is to increase membership prior
t o t h e 1 9 9 0 W o r l d O r c h i d
C o n f e r e n c e .

ASSOCIATE OF HONOUR
T h e E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l h a s

r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t t h e A s s o c i a t e o f
Honour be granted to Darrell Bell for
his 13 years contribution to the N.Z.
O r c h i d C o m m u n i t y w i t h s p e c i a l
recognition to his wife Jackie for their
joint contribution.

The honour is the highest award of
Council and can only be held by five
living persons at any one time.

Other recipients have been Albert
Blackmore, Tom French, and Graeme
a n d P a m B o o n .

OVERSEAS SPEAKERS FUND
This Fund has supported visits by

three speakers this year, and they
h a v e c o n s i d e r a b l y e n r i c h e d t h e
programmes of societies throughout
the country. It is pleasing to note that
1 8 s o c i e t i e s h a v e n o w d o n a t e d o r
l o a n e d m o n e y t o t h e O v e r s e a s
Speakers Fund, and with the visit of
Bob Birkey, nearly all societies who
h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d w i l l h a v e h a d a n
overseas speaker this year, which is
certainly a good start to the project.

S o c i e t i e s w h o h a v e n o t y e t
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e F u n d s h o u l d
cons ider the benefits to the i r soc ie ty
from having overseas speakers to
s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t .

N A T I O N A L R A F F L E
This project which will make funds

available to the 1990 World Orchid
C o n f e r e n c e C o m m i t t e e w i l l n o w b e
o r g a n i s e d f o r t h e m o n t h s o f
March/April/May 1989. As a result of
a request from Mr Assid Corban at the
A.G.M. it has been decided to pay
1 0 % c o m m i s s i o n t o s o c i e t i e s f o r
selling the tickets. This commission
could be used to help societies with
expenses in ge t t i ng to the 1990
C o n f e r e n c e .

The overseas travel prizes should
appeal to the general public as well as
society members.
J U D G I N G

Forward planning to shape our New
Zealand Orchid Judges into a well-
prepared group ready for the 1990
Conference is proceeding.

The Judging Seminar in Auckland at
t h e e n d o f O c t o b e r w i l l b e a n
impor tant s tep , apar t f rom be ing
enjoyable for all those attending.

A n e w a w a r d s c o m m i t t e e o f s e v e n
members is a part of the revised
judging system.
T h e m e m b e r s a r e a s f o l l o w s : -

REGISTRAR (appo in ted by the
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e f r o m
nominations received from qualified
judges.)

THREE REPRESENTATIVES (vo ted
for by Regional Chairmen from their
own ranks. )

T H R E E C O N Z E D E X E C U T I V E
a p p o i n t m e n t s ( a p p o i n t e d b y t h e
Executive Committee, comprised of
people interested in judging but not
necessari ly executive members or
qualified judges.)
C O N Z E D A W A R D

A r e c e n t a w a r d r a t i fi e d b y t h e
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e :

Paphiopedilum micranthum 'Pictonite'
HCC/OCNZ- Owner: Mrs Judy Coburn
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Cogito's Diary
Bil l F ransen

Disa uniflora
Between December and March I flowered a dozen Disa uniflora from seed supplied

by George Fuller. Sown on 2nd June 1985, about 100 plants made it to adulthood.
I parted with quite a few, so had around 60 plants left at the beginning of this year. I
experimented with sphagnum moss, fine bark, expanded polystyrene, shallow and
deep pots, small pots and large, single plants and three in one pot, etc., when in
April/May it became obvious that quick action was called for. New shoots were
coming up all over the place, in some cases even through the drainage holes. The
potting mix was being pushed up by the root action and new growths. Tbe plants
that flowered, as well as the ones that didn't started to die off. I'm sure that this has
alarmed people in the past, but it is obviously the natural course of events. The new
shoots provide next year's crop.

The roots of Disas are very brittle. growth is still a better prospect than
When carefully removing the plants from a seedling that is only a few mm tall,
their pots, I had quite a job to untangle , I prefer to plant only one plant
the roots, super-tender young shoots, t Some plants are very
and tubers, while also trying to salvage vigorous. They produce up to a
S?'"® J® • ® ? 1 emerged jhoots which come up allt h r o u g h t h e d r a i n a g e h o l e s . a r n i m r i t h fl m i t h e n o m e s a l m n s t

After having transplanted and potted-
on Disas for the last two years I've come
t o a f e w c o n c l u s i o n s :
• Small plants can go in big pots or

small. When planted into small pots
they must be potted on until they are
in 12 to 15 cm pots for flowering.

• I like to put a layer of scoria in the
bottom of the pots so that they don't
topple so easily when the plants are
tail and flowering.

• I u s e f i n e 6 t o 7 m m b a r k w i t h

expanded polystyrene mixed in
50/50 in the bottom half of the pot.

• I t i s n o t n e c e s s a r y t o m i x i n
sphagnum moss if fine bark is used.
Fine bark will stay nicely damp with
timely watering. I prefer to use
aquarius foam rather than sphagnum
when using coarser bark.

• Dividing the various growths and
s h o o t s i s a m a t t e r o f g o o d
judgement. The tubers are vital food
storage organs and they must
obviously not be broken off. I plant
everything that breaks off and still
has some roo ts l e f t on i t . Some w i l l
perish, and some will grow. Any size

growth is still a better prospect than
a seedling that is only a few mm tall.

• I now prefer to plant only one plant
per pot. Some plants are very
vigorous. They produce up to a
dozen new shoots which come up all
a r o u n d t h e m . I t b e c o m e s a l m o s t
impossible to keep track of clones in
that kind of tangle.

• Disas like it cool. They'll tolerate
temperatures down to 0®C, but do
b e s t b e t w e e n 1 0 a n d 2 0 ° C .

• They l ike "medium" l ight, some
thing like that for Odontoglossums.

• They like moisture at all times. For
older plants it is no longer as critical
as for young ones.

• I give mine half or quarter strength
fert i l izer of whatever is going,
especially when growth is vigorous
after flowering in autumn.

• I avoid hitting them with any kind of
spray when treating surrounding
plants. Disa foliage damages easily.

The plants that did not flower last
summer look as if they will do so in 6
m o n t h s t i m e . A f e w s e e m t o h a v e
narrower foliage, but we will have to
w a i t a n d s e e .

O n e o f t h e c l o n e s t h a t fl o w e r e d h a d a
very sturdy inflorescence with seven
well-shaped flowers on it. This plant's
base was a t leas t 25 mm in d iameter. I t
had a peculiar growth habit which
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seemed to help it to grow a thicker base.
Small shoots kept forming at the leaf
bases and in the leaf axils. They did not
grow taller than approx. 10 to 15mm
and seemed to help the plant to increase
i ts c i rcumference and v igour. No
s u b t e r r a n e a n s i d e s h o o t s w e r e f o r m e d
like on most of the other plants. I put a
couple of seedpods on it and it remained
green until well after they ripened. When
the decline of the motherplant started,
the little shoots at the base started to
g r o w a g a i n . T h e y n o w p r o v i d e
continuity for next season.

Odontoglossums
I am the moderately happy owner of

s o m e 5 0 O d o n t s e e d l i n g s a n d
mericlones acquired during the last 2
years. They were faithfully kept cool and
watered and once per month supplied
with fertilizer. Somewhere along the line
things were not 100% right. Quite a few
plants grew pleated leaves and some
struggled after their first flowering.

Lack of success always spurs me on
to try harder. When repotting, I noticed
that the sphagnum moss portion of the
mix was sour and soggy. I am inclined to
o v e r - w a t e r a n d t h e c o m b i n a t i o n h a d
c a u s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e r o o t - l o s s . I n t h e
new potting mix moss was excluded and
about 20% polystyrene added. The
plants did a little better but still not as
well as some later acquisitions that I
planted in basket pots.

Another re-pot t ing sess ion was
started about 6 months ago. I feel that
I'm on the right track now. Polystyrene
has been left out because I suspect that
Odonts don't like it. The open structure
of the basket pots precludes the need for
polystyrene anyway. Straight bark only
is now used. Some stones are placed in
the bottom of the pot for stability. The
moisture holding capacity of the mix is
found to be ample with the use of 4 to 7
m m s i e v e d b a r k .

T h e r e a r e m a n y g r o w e r s w h o
customarily pack the top of their pots
with sphagnum moss. This is obviously
done to help retain moisture. Moss
seems to have adverse effects in my

hands so instead I use 5 mm scoria. I
recently hung all my Odonts about 2
metres high along the main path in the
cool house. They all tend to tip slightly
forward and the fine bark is inclined to
shift or wash out with watering. The thin
layer of scoria on top of the bark helps to
hold it in place. The scoria also keeps
young plants and their roots firmly in
place and it stays put when water is
poured onto it. Young shoots are seen
more easily and look happier sitting in
s c o r i a r a t h e r t h a n m o s s .

One way and the other the changes
seem to have been for the better. The
plants receive better light, which they
approve of in winter. They also get more
moving air and slightly higher day
temperatures being higher up in the
house. Come warmer weather I will have
to re-adjust again.

Warm and Humid - Cool and Dry
T h e c r e a t i o n o f c o n d i t i o n s t h a t a r e

w a r m a n d h u m i d i s " o f t h e e s s e n c e . " I
have no problems to keep my warm
room warm. All that is required is to set
the thermostat on the electric fan heater
at the required temperature. The trouble
is that electric heating makes for a drier
atmosphere. The other problem is that
mos t p lan ts need a tempera tu re
differentiation between day and night.
This means setting the thermostat 8 to
10 degrees lower at night and back up
again in the morning. That's a bit
labor ious but not the to ta l answer e i ther.
Ideally the relative humidity should be
lower in cooler temperatures. The
opposite happens in actual fact, because
c o l d a i r c a n n o t h o l d a s m u c h w a t e r a s
warm air. I try to get a bit closer to the
ideal by watering the plants and the floor
in the morning when 1 go in to adjust the
thermostat back up. Watering and
damping down are avoided at night so
t h a t t h e r e i s n o t a s m u c h a v a i l a b l e f r e e
water around as the temperature goes
d o w n .

In the cool house the problem is more
d i f fi c u l t t o s o l v e . J u n e h a s b e e n a
relatively mild month this year. On sunny
days the temperature easily reached
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18°C and most nights did not drop ventilation. This has improved things a
below 10°C. The relative humidity has great deal,
been extremely high. This has resulted in j a *
100% humidity and a lot of con- Slaters and AntS
densation during the nightly temperature Some time ago there was evidence of
drop, the latter being the exact opposite root tip damage by slaters. I've found
to the ideal "Cool and Dry" motto. The that diazinon prills control that pest and
Mobile (softcane) type Dendrobiums have consequently developed the habit
kept on growing more roots so they of squirting prills where-ever they are in
must have liked it. Up to a point most evidence. Other creepy crawlies can't
genera seemed to like the high humidity, handle the stuff either. I've also found
However, there were humidi ty dead cent ipedes and ants wi l l migrateassociated problems as well. Soô  and eventually succumb if hounded with
mould affected quite a few plants. This the prill bottle. Although not a pest in
mould has more nuisance value than themselves, ants will culture aphids and
being an actual pest because it is scale insects for the sake of the honey-
unsightly. Cymbidium buds and flowers dew they secrete. That lifestyle makes
became prone to fungal spotting (some the ant an undesirable visitor. When I
more than others). As a preventative discover the exact location of an ant
measure I also moved a few in-bud Catts colony I also put out ant-bait in bottle
t o t h e w a r m r o o m b e c a u s e c o n - c a p s ,
densation drips in flower sheaths tend to
cause damping off. Many plants that
basically require warmth but will tolerate Isn't Life with orchids a balance
cooler conditions are the first to suffer between hot and cold, wet and dry,
the more serious fungal attacks when it growth and rest, ventilation and a host
getscolderand wetter than the optium. I of other things, health and disease?
sprayed the inside walls and roof and the Even of good fungi and bad? Pest
plants with Physan (2x at one week's damage and ethereal perfection?
in te rva l ) and i nc reased the day t ime 6 Wedgewood P lace Hami l t on

A FINE ORCHID FOR A COOL GREENHOUSE
DISA GRANDIFLORA - Now known as Disa Uniflora
We don't usually reprint articles from other journals, but this extract, sent In by Kevin
and Lyn Sherlock, is not readily available these days, and in its rich nineteenth
century style gives interesting habitat observations. Editors
From 'GARDENING ILLUSTRATED' 13 Jan 1883 (a British publication)

No other terrestrial Orchid can amenable to ordinary greenhouse
compare in colour with Disa grandifiora cultivation as a herbaceous Calceolaria
when well cultivated; indeed, it is to be or a Pelargonium, and, when in bloom,
r e g r e t t e d t h a t i t w a s e v e r c a l l e d a n m o r e e f f e c t i v e t h a n e i t h e r . D i s a
Orchid, seeing that the word too often grandifiora - at home on Table Mountain,
frightens even good cultivators from at the Cape of Good Hope - is thus
growing it as an ordinary decorative spoken of by a traveller who has paid a
p l a n t f o r t h e g r e e n h o u s e o r v i s i t t o i t s h a b i t a t : " We c r o s s e d t h e
conservatory, for which purpose it is Kloof, which is a spur of the mountain,
well adapted. Although rqally an Orchid, the ocean below us, dotted with fishing
and also a very beautiful one, it is as boats, looking glorious in the early

1 3 0



daylight, and ascended by Kastell Berg,
passing on our way a large number of
Amaryllis Belladonna, just throwing up
their flower-spikes. About 2!4 hours
brought us to the plateau, in the rear of
Table Mountain proper, and my aneroid
b a r o m e t e r s h o w e d t h a t w e h a d a t t a i n e d
a n a l t i t u d e o f 2 7 0 0 f e e t . W e h a d n o t
proceeded 300 feet before we perceived
the bright red spikes of Disa ferruginea,
a n d a l m o s t a t t h e s a m e m o m e n t t h a t
charming flower Herschelia coelestis,
called here the Blue Disa, met our view.
Less than a % of a mile brought us
amongst quantities of Disa grandifiora,
and well may Harvey term it 'the pride of
Table Mountain,' for it would be difficult
to find a handsomer or showier flower,
and when you see a dozen or fifteen of
its brilliantly coloured blooms together, it
is a sight not readily to be forgotten. The
intensity of colour exceeds that of any
wi ld flower I have ever seen - the Snow
Plant of California, with its rich colour
contrasting with the spotless snow,
excepted. Disa grandifiora grows most
plentifully on the sides of the narrow
w a t e r - c o u r s e s w h i c h i n t e r s e c t t h e
plateau, the sides as a rule, being nearly
straight, although we saw numbers on
the face of large rocks where water was
trickling down. The soil it grows in is a
black sandy peat, and it may also be said
to grow in the water, the soil being so
wet; and as this is the driest month here,
it is clear that the roots are always in wet
soil, and, I believe, they never rest, as
examination showed that they were
p u s h i n g f o r t h n e w g r o w t h . D i s a
ferruginea and Herschelia coelestis both
like damp spots, but not so wet as D.
grandifiora; these two species do not
appear to grow in masses as D.
grandifiora does."

Culture and Position: - Experience, not
too pleasant betimes, has taught me one
o r t w o f a c t s w o r t h t h e a t t e n t i o n o f
beginners in Disa culture. In repotting
never disturb the roots or break up the
ball too minutely. I once did this, and
ruined a couple of strong, healthy plants,
with a dozen good growths on each.
Another point is never to place a pan of

water below the pot in which this Disa
grows. All it seems to require is a layer of
fibrous peat, loam, and Sphagnum Moss
a b o u t 3 i n c h e s i n t h i c k n e s s a b o v e t h e
c r o c k s . I n s t e a d o f fi n e w h i t e s a n d ,
employ nodules of sandstone and
c h a r c o a l t h e s i z e o f H a z e l N u t s . S o m e
growers use horse manure and other
manures in compost, but I am fully
c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e s e a r e n o t a l l
essential, although in the hands of a
good cultivator they do no actual harm.
An essent ia l par t o f the cu l tu ra l
treatment is syringing at least twice daily
during the growing season. A shelf near
the glass seems to suit the plants best,
even when grown in a shallow pit; this
ru le ho lds good, and an eastern
e x p o s u r e s e e m s d e s i r a b l e , w i t h
abundance of diffused sunlight. No other
O r c h i d I k n o w s e e m s s o a n x i o u s t o
thrust its flower-spikes up towards the
side whence the sunlight comes as does
this Disa. Even at the Cape we are told
this tendency is observable. An excellent
cu l t i va tor o f the D isa grand ifiora
remarks: "I repot my Disas in December,
if needful, and place them in a cold
house along with Heaths and other hard-
wooded plants, first giving them a good
soaking of water to settle the compost;
afterwards they are kept fairly moist till
they show signs of growing freely, when
they receive water every day (foliage
a n d r o o t s ) t h r o u g h a fi n e - r o s e d
watering-pot. At the end of May they are
shifted to a cold frame, but still watered
freely every day till flowers begin to
open, when they are moved to the
greenhouse, in company with Fuchsias,
etc., and similar plants. Here they
receive just water enough to keep the
Sphagnum alive. The compost which I
find to suit them best is equal parts good
fibrous peat and Sphagnum Moss, with
a l i t t le charcoal broken to about the sizes
o f W a l n u t s . "

Kevin & Lyn Sherlock
Atkins Road, Manakau

R.D. Otak i
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R E S E R V E C H A M P I O N PA P H I O P E D I L U M

G R A N D C H A M P I O N M I N / N O V ( I N T )
CYMBIDIUM - Corban Trophy
F O U N D E R S PA P H I O P E D I L U M T R O P H Y
Most Outstanding Spotted Paphlopedilum

E N A & D E S L A N G D A L E T R O P H Y
Most Outstanding Cymbidium
C O R B A N C U P
Best Miniature Cymbidium
J A M E S T R O P H Y
Best Cattleya or Allied Genus
C L A R K C U P
Best Novelty Cymbidium
REG BUTLER TROPHY
Best Novice Paphiopedilum
A G N E W T R O P H Y
Best Novice MIn/Nov Cymbidium
C A R P E N T E R W I N T E R T R O P H Y
Bes t Masdeva l l i a o r A l l i ed Genue

D E L C H A N D L E R T R O P H Y
Most Outstanding Odont/Oncidium Alliance
J O A N PA R K E R W I N T E R T R O P H Y
Best miniature, excluding Cymbidiums
J E A N A L L E N T R O P H Y
Most Outstanding Cymbidium - Novice
A R M S T R O N G T R O P H Y
Best First Flowering Cymbidium Std/Nov/Min
S H I R L E Y S I D N A M T R O P H Y
Best Multi-generic Orchid

B O Y C E C U P
Best Culture - One Flowering Paphiopedilum

P O W E L L C U P
Best Specimen Paphiopedilum

M O U N T F O R T C U P
Three Cattleyas - different colours

B Fraser
- Paph Via Prokull '#1'
M r s Va l S m i t h
- Cym. Orkney 'Pink Heather'

A. Day
- Paph Mucho 'San Antoine' x Milmoore

B o n n i e D o o n

M a r b l e G a r d e n s
- Cym Coral Illusion 'Toya'

M r s Va l S m i t h
- Cym Orkney 'Pink Heather'

R. A. & P. J. Hargraves
- Sic Hazel Boyd 'Red Celeste'

Geyserland Orchids- Cym Dolly x Coraki 'Margaret'

S. J . Ruble
- Paph hirsutissimum

M r s Va l S m i t h
- Cym Orkney 'Pink Heather'

Mrs Val Bayliss
- Masdevallia mejiana

Mrs N . Ch isna l l
- Oda Port Melboume 'Delightful'

L . & R. Orch ids
- Sophmnitella violacea

M r s Va l S m i t h
- Cym Yowie Flame 'Heather'

M o n t e s s a O r c h i d s
- Cym Rampur x Fanfare

Geyserland Orchids
- MHtass ia Char les M. F i t ch x 0dm

c o r o n a r i u m

1 . I . & J . McEwen
- Paph Mahaska 'Granite' x Geraldine
'Pajoro'

2 . C . Co l l i s
- Paph Santa Margarita x Gordon
Sawyer 'The Giant'

S . C o r b a n s O r c h i d s- Paph Honda Gold x Gordon Sawyer

1. A. Day
- Paph Mucho 'San Antoine' x Milmoore

B o n n i e D o o n
2 . -

3 . -

1 . L & R . O r c h i d s
- Sic Hazel Boyd 'March Lion'
- Sic Tickety Boo
- Sic California Delight x Sic Hazel

Boyd 'Aunty Harriet'
2 . D . & N . Bonham

- Lc Muriel Turner 'Seagull' x Lc El
C e r r i t o

- Sic Madge Fordyce 'Red Orb'
- Sic Seagulls Houston

3 . -
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L A I R D T R O P H Y 1. Miss Ida Falk
Best Orchid - any Genus - by Novice - Cym Swan Lake
n o t e x h i b i t e d b e f o r e 1 9 8 5 2 . -

• 3 _

P O I N T S T R O P H Y L . & R . O r c h i d s

Open
P O I N T S T R O P H Y M r s Va l S m i t h
N o v i c e

EEFIE POTTER TROPHY - F lora l Ar t 1. Mrs Pat Hargraves
"My Favourite Arrangement with Orchids" 2. Mrs Nancy Sievewright
( N o v i c e ) 3. Mrs Bev Long
W I G H T T R O P H Y - F l o r a l A r t Mrs Iris Cooper
Points Prize - Open Section

S o m e o f t h e A w a r d e d P l a n t s a t t h e N Z O S W i n t e r S h o w

Psp/j Via Prokuli '#1' HCC/NZOS
Grower : B. Fraser Photographer^ Mar t in Bor tham

Oda Port Melbourne 'Delightful' HCC/NZOS
Grower : Mrs N. Ch i tna l l Photographer : Mar t in Bonham

V A L E

R. E. BARNES (Ron)
Ron Barnes, a life member of the New Zealand Orchid Society and

well known in Orchid circles in the northern part of New Zealand,
passed away recent ly in Auckland.

Ron, with his very good sense of humour gave much time to
encouraging and assisting new growers.

Ron had a long distinguished history of service to Orchid Growing
through his membership of the New Zealand Orchid Society which
included 3 years as a Vice-President, 14 years on the Executive of the
New Zealand Orchid Society, 11 years on the Show Committee, 3
years as Assistant Registrar Awards and Prizes and was an Associate
Judge on the New Zealand Orchid Society Judging Panel for 7 years.

His contribution to orchid growing is equally matched with his long
years of community service with the Auckland City Council.

He will be sadly missed by his many friends and associates.
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I n t h e G r e e n h o u s e —

Growing in your Greenhouse
G l e n n A n d e r s o n

At first glance, the title of this article may seem a little inappropriate. In my past
articles, i have taken one important aspect of orchid growing at the time of
publication and used that as the basis of my article. But this time, I was stumped.
One does very little in Sept/Oct except grow one's plants. So that's it, I thought, i
will write about growing. But that very quickly gave me another problem. We all
grow our plants, but do we grow them the right way? Is there a right way? And
many of us may go through a life-time of growing and never come to grips with the
technicalities of NPK's, pH's and foot candles.

Basically, good growing depends on
getting an acceptable combination of
five basic factors; air, temperature,
fertilizer, water and light. These factors
are ail interdependant, the attention of
one necessari ly al ter ing the rest.
Understanding these interelationships
and how the various factors affect your
plants will take you a long way down the
road to good growing.

As spring advances, we experience
higher temperatures and stronger, longer
hours of sunlight. To keep step with this
natural change you will need to increase
the frequency of your waterings, damp
down on warm days to increase the
humidity, increase the ventilation to
control the temperature, and shade to
control both the amount of light and the
temperature. The temperature in a small
greenhouse can skyrocket very quickly
when the sun gets up if it is not
ventilated. A late lie-in may be heaven
for you but hell for your plants if it means
they sit in a closed up greenhouse till
mid-day on a sunny spring morning, if
you are an habitual sleeper-in, an
automat ic vent cou ld make l i fe eas ier fo r
you and your orchids.

With the growing season well under
way, watering becomes very important,
i am of ten asked 'why won ' t my
cymbidiums flower? I put it outside like
Mary's next door but it never flowers.'
For people like Mary's neighbour who
grows 2-3 cymbidiums under the apple
tree, they often fall into a very basic trap.

in the spring and summer their orchids
are green with no sign of flowers and
they get forgotten about. They have to
rely on a shower of rain for water and
probably get no fertilizer.

Then towards autumn Mary says 'I've
got six spikes on my orchids! How are
yours?' The neighbour goes and looks at
her orchids and there are no spikes. So
s h e r e e l s o u t t h e h o s e a n d w a t e r s h e r
orchids frequently and pours on strong
fertilizers in the hope of forcing spikes,
just when she should be letting up on
b o t h . W h e n s h e s h o u l d h a v e b e e n
watering and fertilizing her orchids was
in the spring and summer while the plant
does most of its growing, building up its
strength for the flowering season ahead.
I usually tell such people to choose the
place for their orchids carefully. They
should receive morning or afternoon sun
b u t b e p r o t e c t e d f r o m m i d - d a y s u n
(although I know many people who
grow in full sun) but equally important,
they should be close to a water supply.
To look at your plants and think 'i must
water you' does them no good if there is
no water handy and you then walk away
and forget them.

The other important factor for this
type of growing is how much light your
plants are receiving. If you keep your
plants on the south side of the carport
they may not be receiving enough light
to promote good flowering. By about
la te Oc tober, a f te r the in i t i a l sp r ing
growth, the leaves should not be a bush
green but rather a paler yellow-green.

135



Odontoglossum bictoniense 'San EIrjo' AM/AOS
Grower: Gevserlarx) Orchids Photographer: N.C. Miller

I have recently been intrigued by some
hybrids from 0dm bictoniense that are
appearing. 0dm bictoniense, itself, I
always feel is a rather nondescript 'take
it or leave it' type of species. In fact, I
used to have one myself and sold it for
that very reason. Although to be fair,
mine was a very ordinary clone, and
some are far superior to others. But
when you look at some of its hybrids,
you can see what a dramatic impact it
h a s h a d .

One such example Is Odontocidium
Bittersweet {Odm bictoniense x Odcdm
Crowborough) made by the late Dr
Martin Orenstein and registered by
Featherhill in 1982. The bictoniense has

Odontocidium Bittersweet 'Justice Swift'
Grower: Geyserland Orchids Photographer: A.W. Eaitort

1 3 6

changed the lightly barred coppery-
bronze tepals of the Crowborough to a
very heavy mahogany barring. The
creamy-white Crowborough lip has gone
to a very dark lip, in either red or purple
tonings. The Bittersweets are all very
d rama t i c wh i ch i s no t a t e rm tha t cou ld
be applied to either parent. Then the
Odcdm Bittersweet was remade using a
4 n C r o w b o r o u g h w h i c h f u r t h e r
improved the shape , co lour and
s u b s t a n c e .

O d o n t o c i d i u m G o l d e n Tr i d e n t
Grower: Geyserland Orchids Photographer: Alan Patterson-Kane

Another example is Odontocidium
G o l d e n Tr i d e n t { O d m b i c t o n i e n s e x
Odcdm Tiger Hambd\\ter\) registered by
G e r r a r d i n 1 9 8 2 . O d c d m T i g e r

Odontocidium Tiger HambtThren 4N
Grower: Geyserland Orchids Photographer: Alan Patterson-Kane



HambCl\\TQn makes a showy specimen
plant with tall branching spikes of yellow
flowers lightly marked with brown but
they could be said to be a little lacking in
s u b s t a n c e . B u t c r o s s i t w i t h 0 d m
bic ton iense and the resu l ts a re d ramat ic .
The flowers improve in shape, and take
on a very heavy substance with a
resultant added depth to the colour both
of the yellow and the brown barring.

I t i s h a r d f o r m e t o u n d e r s t a n d h o w
such a Ho Hum species can have such a
dramatic effect on its progeny, or

indeed, why the hybrids from 0dm uro-
skinneri which looks to all intents like a
4n 0dm bictoniense is not generally
producing hybrids that come close to
equaling those of its less showy cousin.

Perhaps one of you out there can
explain it to me or has had similar results
with breeding? I am sure we would all
like to hear about it, perhaps through the
medium of this magazine. Exchanging
thoughts and ideas is what it is all about.

421 Pukehangi Road
R o t o r u a

Yo u r Q u e s t i o n s
We are offering a Question and Answer Section to readers. We have a small pane!

of experienced growers willing to offer answers if you send us the questions. In this
issue Andy Easton of Geyseriand Orchids offers answers to two questions which
have a r i sen .

1) What is the most effective 2) Texts on genetics always stress the
treatment for scale — it seems resitant fact that the F2 generation of a cross (i.e.
to Orthene and other materiais? a cross between siblings or a selfing of a
e p A I p g e n e r a t i o n o f a c r o s s ) i sthe way to get the maximum variation of

Rogor emulsion is ideal for the control possible results of a cross. Most orchid
of scale, thrips, aphids and mealy bug. It breeders seem to produce a cross, then
is systemic and will control these insects backcross to one or other parent (or
over an 8-12 week period depending on some other entirely different species or
the season. The warmer the weather the hybrid), rather than producing an F2
shorter the control period. For scale one generation. Why is this?
preventative application a year is usually ...uv Mr^T c c *
sufficient. Application procedures are NUT P2r3 6tc.
important for success with Rogor. These are some classic examples of
1) pick a warm day bred orchids, generally species:
2) water plants thoroughly with water Vanda sanderiana

e a r l y i n t h e d a y O d o n t o g l o s s u m c r i s p u m
3) re-water with Rogor mixture mixed Phalaenopsis violacea

at the rate of 25mls per 20 litres of Paphiopediium rothschildianum
water. Wear gloves and gumboots
to avoid the splash fbe case of Odontoglossum crispum

there certainly has been a decline in
Note: a 5 litre can of Rogor costs about vigour and the Vanda sanderiana alba F2
$85.00 and if stored sealed in a cool and Fa's are chronically weak growers,
place will last for years. I am aware of two hybrid cymbidium

A. Easton populations that were taken to the F3
Box 162 generation. The first involved Sleeping
Rotorua Beauty pure colour lines and the lack of
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vigour and lack of disease resistance
became quite a barrier to their continued
c u l t u r e . T h e o t h e r i n v o l v e d w o r k w i t h
the cross Cleo Sherman. The F2
generation was superb and produced
many high award winners, but in the
middle range of the cross and the few
seedlings resembling either parent, some
observers noted that none of the F2
clones reached the overall supremacy of
one of their parents, Cym. Cleo Sherman
"Mem. Robert Casamajor" GM/CSA,
although the F2's were remarkably
consistent in their quality. The F3
generation is just now flowering as
mature plants and it is my opinion that
they lack a significant degree of growth
vigour although flowering and flower
quality is consistently good.

One could also point to the view that
all white Phalaenopsis are really P.
amabiUs at the F10 level or beyond.
Certainly they are vigorous and in
sus tance , shape and s i ze o f flower,
totally surpass the parent species.
Maybe in orchids they are the rule-
proving exceptions.

In our breeding at Geyserland we
make frequent use of F2 crosses to
achieve hybridizing goals, particularly in
the Cymbidiums and occasionally in the
Cattleya alliance. Particularly in pure
co lour cymbid ium crosses a t the
tetraploid level, F2 crosses are an
essential step to progress. But F3
crosses and beyond seem to run quickly
Into growing weaknesses. We wil l
h o w e v e r o u t c r o s s t w o i n b r e d l i n e s
sometime soon and report on the results
fo r t hose who a re i n t e res ted .

Another point of interest would be
comparing the F2 generation of Rincon
" C l a r i s s e " A M / A O S a n d R i n c o n
" C l a r i s s e " 4 n H C C / A O S . T h e r e w a s
much greater variation in the diploid F2
generation with several white seedlings
appearing and a considerable range of
flowering sizes. The tetraploid F2
generation has varied little from its
parent and no white forms have been
o b s e r v e d .

A . E a s t o n

B o x 1 6 2
R o t o r u a

1 3 t h W O R L D O R C H I D C O I M F E R E N C E
1 9 9 0 - S E P T E M B E R I N A U C K L A N D

M A I L O R D E R S O U V E N I R S
Inexpensive gifts for Christmas stocking fillers, birthdays. Thank You's etc.
L i m i t e d E d i t i o n Te a To w e l s : -
Cymbidium Design. Three Colours • Red, Pink, Green $ 7 . 0 0
Other Genera Orchids. One design in pinks $ 8 . 9 5

Lovely Waist Aprons in Other Genera Design. A snip @ $ 9 . 9 5
Tea Spoons: -
'87G with Conference Logo on white background $ 4 . 5 0
'88C with green Cymbidium and Conference Logo $ 4 . 9 5
'88P with orange Phalaenopsis and Conference Logo $ 4 . 9 5
L a t e s t C r a z e : -
Fridge Magnets, Conference Logo design $ 2 . 5 0
Another Craze gathering momentum:-
Orchld Badges, Conference Logo on black background $ 5 . 0 0
T Love Orchid ' Car St ickers $ 2 . 0 0

Cash with order please to:-

Publicity and Public Relations Committee
1 3 t h W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e 1 9 9 0

P.O. Box 29 1 52, Auckland 3
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MASDEVALLIAS - The Species
P a r t 2

R u s s e l / H u t t o n

Sorry we missed an issue but I think from here on the typewriter and I should be
able to keep up a steady supply of material for the editors. My last bout on the
typewriter aquainted me with R.S.I. ■ Repetitive Strain Injury. I found it very difficult
to believe that tapping away at the keys of a typewriter could cause such
excruciating pain in my left arm. It got so bad I was searching the cupboards in the
small hours of the morning for forgotten packets of disprin or panadol to try and get
some sleep.

Back to more interesting things - Masdevallias. The next group we are going to
look a t are those of the

Sub-Sec t ion Masdeva l l la
The 60 or so species included in this

group range from Venezuela in the north
to Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia.
All have a rather well developed sepaline
tube and the petals and lip are not
exposed as in the sub-section Caudatae
{previous article). There are, however,
species with an affinity towards the
Caudatae types such as M. arminii and
others showing tendencies towards the
Saltirices as with M. agaster.

The plants range in size from very
small such as M. patriciana just a few
c e n t i m e t r e s t a l l t o m e d i u m s i z e d w i t h
l e a v e s a r o u n d 1 0 t o 1 5 c m t a l l . T h e
flowers of many of these species can be
produced in great profusion and in a
range of colours, some of which are
strikingly vivid.

Masdeval l ia armin i i
Smallish plants with showy blooms

reminicent of the Caudatae group. A
lovely free-blooming species from high
a l t i t u d e s o f t h e e a s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a o f
C o l o m b i a w h e r e t h e h a b i t a t i s c o o l a n d
moist. Although this species is not
c o m m o n i n t h e w i l d i t t h r i v e s i n a c o o l
greenhouse or shadehouse. The flowers
are large for the plant and can vary in
colour from pale yellow with a light rose
suffusion to quite strong rosy red. The
rose suffusion I am sure is promoted
with higher light. Messers Sander and
Co. of England introduced this plant to
o r c h i d e n t h u s i a s t s i n 1 8 8 2 .

M a s d e v a l l i a a r m i n i i
G r o w e r ; L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r ; V . B a y l i s s

M a s d e v a l l i a c a l o c o d o n
A plant of this species in full bloom is

really striking with each flower perched
atop it's thin stem commanding your
a t t e n t i o n . T h e s p e c i e s c o m e s f r o m
Bolivia and I think until recently has been
confused with M. paivaeana also from
Bolivia. I have found this plant grows
well in cultivation but if too wet through
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M a s d e v a l l i a c a l o c o d o n
G r o w e r a n d P t i o t o g r s p t i e r : V . B a y l i s s

Masdevallia chaparensis 'Pui'
G r o w e r : A . A r m s P t i o t o g r a p t i e r : G . F u l l e r

the colder months will develop unsightly
black spotting towards the tips of the
leaves. When not actively growing let
the potting mix run a little drier, those
lovely blooms which appear from spring
through summer look much better
against a clean green background.

Masdevallia chaparensis
Formerly known as M. hajekii and as

such I saw a plant in bloom in the
collection of the late Harold Ripley, a
conno iseuer o f Masdeva l l ias , in San
Francisco. Not my idea of beautiful but
bold and bizzare, yes. M. chaparensis
takes its name from the valley of
Chapare near Cochabamba in Bol iv ia
where it is abundant in the damp cloud
forest of this area. Carlyle Luer makes an
interesting observation regarding this
species remarking that despite its bold
and d is t inc t i ve b looms and abundance in
an area near a city frequented by early
b o t a n i s t s i t r e m a i n e d u n k n o w n u n t i l t h e

early 1970's. The plants respond well to
c o o l - i n t e r m e d i a t e t r e a t m e n t a n d a r e n o t
shy of blooming.

Masdevallia gllbertoi
A very rare and distinctive species first

introduced into cul t ivat ion by Sr.
G i l b e r t o E s c o b a r i n w h o s e h o n o u r t h e
plant is named. The species is native to
Colombia and until quite recently only
one plant had been found. With cool
mois t growing condi t ions and an
abundance of moving air the plants
increase quite quickly and the large
graceful flowers are produced freely.
Masdevallia hieroglyphica

An easily grown and rather flohferous
plant which has been in cultivation since
the late 1800's. In nature the plants are
epiphytic in the cool cloud forests of the
e a s t e r n c o r d i l l e r a o f C o l u m b i a . T h e
distinctive long-tailed flowers are held a
l i t t l e above the l eaves and have a mos t
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interesting appearance at the advanced
bud stage. The hooded dorsal sepal is
intricately patterned between the veins
with hieroglyphics giving rise to
Reichenbach's choice of specific name.

Masdevallia hymenantha
The first bloom I saw on this plant sold

me, exquisite. Seen In sunlight these
beautifully formed flowers come alive
with sparkle. The plants have a tidy
growth habit with dark green leaves 8
cm to 12 cm long and the flower stems
are long enough to come clear of the
leaves. Colour of the flowers ranges
from pale rose to dark rosy purple with
darker tails and veins. This species is not
common but has been known since the
mid 1800's and appears to be confined
to a small area of wet forested valleys in
n o r t h e m P e r u .

Masdevallia gilbertoi
Grower: L. & R. Orchids Photographer: V. Bayl lss

Masdevallia hieroglyphlca
Grower: L. & R. Orchids Photographer: V. Bayi lss
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colourfully striped, wide spread flowers
are produced freely. Although the
flowers do not appear above the leaves
they make an at t ract ive show on
horizontally inclined stems around the
base of the plant.

Masdevallia hymenantha
G r o w e r ; L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l i s s

Masdevallia mejiana
An epiphytic species from Colombia

b u t f o u n d a t l o w e r a l t i t u d e s t h a n m o s t
others and as a consequence requires
intermediate growing conditions to keep
the plant in top condition. The broad
rather fleshy leaves are bright green and
have a d is t inc t i ve g loss . A ve ry
attractive and graceful plant when
bloomed well with the large attractive
blooms of very fine form displayed on
thin horizontal stems to 1 5 cm long. The
flowers are waxy in appearance and
very long-lived. To my mind the superb
form of this species could have promise
in hybridizing.

M a s d e v a l l i a o d o n t o c e r a
This smallish species grows in rather

s h a d e d a r e a s l o w o n m o s s c o v e r e d
t r u n k s a n d b r a n c h e s o f s m a l l t r e e s a n d
shrubs in areas of dense moist forests in
northern Colombia, and although the
habitat is not widespread plants are
locally abundant. We find this species
g r o w s w e l l I n c o o l t o i n t e r m e d i a t e
s i t u a t i o n s w t i h i n c r e a s e d s h a d e a n d t h e

Masdevallia mejiana
G r o w e r ; L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r ; V . B a y l i s s

M a s d e v a l l i a v e r e c u n d a

Coming from relatively low altitudes
n e a r t h e n o r t h e r n c o a s t o f V e n e z u e l a
t h i s spec ies g rows ve r y we l l i n
cultivation if given intermediate growing
conditions. A well grown plant will have
a profusion of b looms which are
somewhat nodding but have a certain
charm of their own. The creamy white
flowers are tinged green with the central
vein of each sepal suffused reddish-
purple and long wispy tails. The specific
v e r e c u n d a i s d e r i v e d f r o m t h e l a t i n
'verecundus' meaning bashful , an
allusion to the nodding blooms.
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M a s d e v a l l i a o d o n t o c e r a
Grower: L. & R. Orchids Photographer: V. Bayl iss

M a s d e v a l l i a v e r e c u n d a M a s d e v a l l l a U l l i fi o r a
P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l i s s

This cool growing species was the
first of the genus to be discovered and
named by Europeans. Two Spanish
botanists Hippolito Ruiz and Jose Pavon
found plants at around 3000 metres in
open rocky situations in the Central
Peruvian Andes in the early 1790's and
It wasn't until around 1 975 - 200 years
later - that plants were again found and
b e c a m e a v a i l a b l e f o r c u l t i v a t i o n . T h e
leaves of this species are pale green and
rather thin and soft. Try to avoid
excessive summer heat and keep the air
moist and moving. The plants do grow
w e l l w i t h c o o l m o i s t c o n d i t i o n s a n d w i l l
reward you with a display of vivid pink
blooms during autumn and winter.

T h e Q u e c h u a I n d i a n s k n o w M .
u n i f h r a a s r i m a - r i m a b e c u s e i t i s
supposed to possess properties which
will cure speaking difficulties of children.
T h e Q u e c h u a w o r d ' r i m e ' m e a n s
speech. The treatment would appear to
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be painless and is still practised by the
Indians today - the patient puts out their
tongue and it is struck with a flower.

As there are so many species well
worthy of mention in this group I will
c o n t i n u e o n w i t h m o r e n e x t i s s u e .

L & R. Orchids
P.O. Box 167

Tuakau

M a s d e v a l / i a u n i fl o r a ' H o t P i n k '
A selected clone showing exceptional colour

G r o w e r : L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l i s s

B A C K I S S U E S
S e n d f o r l i s t o f a v a i l a b l e i s s u e s , o r w i t h
particular requests to:

Back Issues Secretary
M r s G . A N D E R S O N

421 PukehangiRoad
R o t o r u a

Vol . 1-8: .50r/ issue + postage
Vol . 9-11:51.00/ issue + postage
Vol. 12: $1.50/issue + postage

B O O K
R E V I E W

'John Shaw's CLOSEUPS IN NATURE'
Published 1987 by AMPHOTO, an imprint of Watson-Guptill Publications.

$ 3 6 . 9 5 1 4 4 p a g e s 1 8 9 c o l o u r p l a t e s

One of the more pleasing aspects of editing 'Orchids in New Zealand' has been the
steady improvement in the overall quality of the photographs submitted to us for
publication. We have endeavoured to encourage this trend by printing the occasional
article on the subject of orchid photography.

T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f b o o k s o n t h e
subject of close-up and/or natural history
photography ava i lab le , even one
devoted to the specialised topic of
orchid photography. In general they are
very good. The pub l ica t ion I am
rev iew ing howeve r, has made a
particularly good impression.

The au thor, John Shaw, i s a we l l
k n o w n A m e r i c a n p h o t o g r a p h e r ,
special ising in nature and wildl i fe
photography. He regularly has his work
published in such prestigious journals as
A u d u b o n a n d N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e . H e a l s o

h a s t h e h a p p y k n a c k o f e x p r e s s i n g
himself clearly in print.

T h e b o o k i s d i v i d e d i n t o s e v e n m a i n
sections. The first. Getting Started
describes magnification, metering, how
exposure works, and the 'care and
feeding' of light meters.

E q u i p m e n t a n d F i l m - d i s c u s s e s
cameras (the book deals exclusively with
35 mm single lens reflex equipment),
tripods and other accessories, and deals
with the controversial subject of film
choice (Kodachrome st i l l seems to be the
prime favourite.)

144



In the Held deals with depth of field,
choice of lenses, background, natural
lighting and good composition. It is
followed by Extension which is largely
concerned with the various methods of
moving a lens further away from the film
to gain increased magnification.

Electronic Hash deals with just that,
and includes a number of very practical
tips on the subject. I predict we will see a
number of 'butterfly brackets' at orchid
s h o w s i n t h e f u t u r e .

S u p p l e m e n t a r y L e n s e s a n d
Teleconverters describes a variety of
clever ways of increasing magnification
without compromising image quality,
while Special Considerations includes a
f u r t h e r s e l e c t i o n o f u s e f u l a n d
imaginative ideas and practical hints.
Although the author is obviously a Nikon
enthusiast, other makes of cameras and
equipment get fa i r and equi tab le
t r e a t m e n t a l s o .

The standard of the Illustrations, and
the quality of the colour printing had
your editors green with envy.

The majority of the subjects are North
American wi ldflowers (only a few
orch ids - a beaut i fu l l y por t rayed
ladyslipper formed the accompaniment
to the foreword) and insects, but such
varied subjects as cobwebs, frogs and
dewdrops took on new aspects when
seen through John Shaw's lenses. Also
s h o w n i n c o l o u r w e r e a n u m b e r o f t h e
s e t - u p s u s e d t o m a k e v a r i o u s
photographs.

T h e t e c h n i c a l p r o d u c t i o n o f t h i s
volume is superb, and the colour printing
is breathtaking. Interestingly, the book is
printed in Japan. Throughout, the
emphasis is not only on technique and
technology, but also on artistry. To
quote the author — "A technocrat
without emotion is clinical and soulless,
while a poet without order is bound
within personal imagery and cannot
convey his or her feelings to others."
This quote reflects the whole of this
b o o k .

No doubt a professional photographer
would be able to find more criticisms of
this book (I would have liked to see more
orchids and more precise identification
of the plants and animals portrayed) but I
can only suggest that any orchid grower
(or gardener, or naturalist) wishing to
take photographs of his favourites
should buy this book.

N . C . M W e r
T e A k a u R o a d

R.D. 4, Rotorua

Microwave Mishap
Mother dearest was in an adventurous

mood having read various newsletters
and discovered how to zap bark,
sphagnum etc in the microwave, so she
decided to 'do' some sphagnum (little
did the poor defenceless sphagnum
moss realise that it indeed was about to
be done.)

In to the gap ing cavern o f the*
microwave went the moss in a plastic
pot (take note of thisi), and mother
disappeared to do various unspeakables
to the 'nasties' in the orchid house.

Later father entered the kitchen for the
ritual 10 a.m. coffee, but instead found
a towering inferno inside the microwave
and the aroma of burnt plastic invading
the house. An anguished cry erupted
from father as he yelled at mother, who
rushed in to discover a smallish blackish
mess, rather like something the cat
threw up.

Moral of the story: Don't put dry
sphagnum moss into the microwave
(unless of course you like the poisonous
fumes of burnt plastic) - make sure it is
damp.

P.S. One good thing eventuated from
this escapade - the kitchen was cleaned
(very overdue) and mother got to clean
up the ash.

Ruth Feist
T e P u k e
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Botanical Art ists of New Zeaiand Orchids

17. SARAH ANN FEATON
( 1 8 4 8 - 1 9 2 7 )

tan St. George

Mr and Mrs E. H. Featon's The Art Aibum of New Zealand Flora appeared in
1889, and was the first book of coloured artwork to be published in New
Zealand. Volume I contains thirty-nine plates of seventy-one species, and the
fortieth plate is a frontispiece, a smorgasbord of N.Z. foliage, flowers and
fruits. More was planned, for they wrote in the preface:

. .it is contemplated to continue this work by
the issue of two further volumes (the material for
which is largely in hand) so that the colony may be
put in possession of a faithful and artistic epitome of
the flowering plants of New Zealand, serviceable
alike for the student and artist, but the ultimatum of
this enterprise rests on the measure of support
afforded by our readers and the public."

Why was the work not continued?
Una Platts writes, "One account has it
that the material was destroyed by a
fl o o d i n t h e G o v e r n m e n t P r i n t e r ' s
basement." Bruce Sampson found the
original paintings used for Volume I, and
a f u r t he r n i ne t y - t h ree pa in t i ngs ,
mounted, numbered, and with printed
legends, in the National Museum in
Wellington a few years ago: clearly they
w e r e d e s t i n e d f o r t h e o t h e r t w o
volumes, and there was no sign of water
damage. He surmised that Sarah Featon
was unable to persevere with plans for
publication after her husband's death in
1909, or that the Government Printer
was unwilling to undertake the work
involved in making the plates (the firm of
Bock and Cousins, who had done the
lithographs for the first volume, was by
then out of business).

Whatever the reason, the plates are
there, unpublished, in the National
Museum, and among them are some
glowing paintings of New Zealand
o rch ids — The l ym i t ra l ong i f o l i a ,
Orthoceras stnctum, Earina mucronata,
E a r i n a a u t u m n a l i s , D e n d r o b i u m
cunninghami i , Ac ianthus s indai r i i ,
Corybas macranthus, Caladenia minor.

F^erostyiis banksii. In the Alexander
Turnbull Library's collection of Sarah
F e a t o n ' s w o r k i s a w a t e r c o l o u r o f
Pterostyiis graminea.

Edward Fea ton wro te the tex t : he
arrived in N.Z. in 1860, married Sarah
Ann Por te r i n 1870 , and f rom 1875
they lived in Gisborne. Sarah Featon was
educated by an uncle interested in art.
The book was celebrated as a fellow to
Buller's Birds, and formed part of New
Zealand's gift to Queen Victoria for her
diamond jubilee. The paintings are
decorative rather than accurate, and are
bright, almost incandescent. They have
been called gaudy: Edward Featon's
prose certainly is, but then that was the
taste of the day. Try this —

. .who can deny that even the little Patch
Plants, with their chaste inflorescence, clothing the
rugged heights, and bordering on the region of
perpetual snow, or the modest yellow petalled
Potentilla, that carpets the lowland plains, are not
equaliy worthy of regard and admiration, to all
sisters, that bloom beneath the balmy influence of a
more sunny clime."

"High in the alps of the Middle Island, amidst the
clouds and snow, we find the chaste and velvetty
&telweiss, the sweet-scented Notholaspi, and the
little Hector^. Upon a lower zone the beautiful
Ce/misias with their well-clad shaggy foliage and
conspicuous aster-like flowers, adom the plateaux
— lower still the subalpine Beeches with the
luxuriant flowering Tawari, and the handsome
Hoheria, break the dark lines of the primeval forest,
and lower again stately trees, handsome flowering
shrubs, trembling ferns, springy mosses, and hoary
lichens clothe the landscape, down to the plains
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Plate; Acianthus sinclairii, Corybas macranthus,
Caladenia minor, Pterostylis banksii. Watercolour by
Sarah Ann Featon, ca 1890.
Reproduced courtesy of the National Museum,
Wellington.

below, where the luxuriant tropical Nikau Palm, and
the quaint Cordy/ine strike their roots deep into the

45 Cargill Street
D u n e d i n

C O L O U R F U N D
Assistance in funding our colour
i l lustrat ions has been grateful ly
r e c e i v e d f r o m :
L. & R. Orchids, Tuakau
Mrs J. Anderson, Otaki
Mr Avon Rzoska, Panmure
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Phragmipediums
This is a South American genus of Siippered Orchids and there are about eleven
species. They are different from Paphiopedilums (the Asian Genus) in that the
dorsal sepal is more or less like the petals and the edges of the Hp are folded in.

P h r a g m i p e d i u m s c h l i m i i P h r a g m i p e d i u m l o n g i f o l i u m
P h o t o g r a p h y : D a v i d M e n z i e s P h o t o g r a p h e r : D a v i d M e n z i e s

Phragmipedium Culture
John Campbell

The Christchurch area was the home of at least 2 very good collections of Phrags,
as they are often termed, and earlier, the late Clem Stokell also grew a considerable
number. Many from the Stokell collection ended up in my hands when I bought the
complete "slipper orchid" collection. Ron Roy and the late Walter Syder were the
other 2 competent growers mentioned above but it was Walter who aimed at having
a complete Phrag. collection. Along with those purchased, I had added to my
collection pieces from both Ron and Walter and so, (you might think) Phrags were
fairly safely distributed in this area.

It's amazing how ignorant we orchid
growers can be sometimes. 1 had read
only one or two articles on the subject of
Phrags and I distinctly remember plants
being found in the wild on a wet seeping
rockface. Now either I'd mis-read, mis
interpreted or plain missed the point
about light and considered if it was wet
and seeping, it had to be dark and
shaded too. The fact that I'd driven to
the West Coast dozens of times past
wet mossy rock faces dripping with
moss and bathed in blazing sunshine
never registered. The other reference to
Phrags which I recalled was plants

growing in a creek bed and periodically
being submerged by flash floods. Creek
bed = wet , wet = dark. Why for
heavens sake? I guess more than half
the creekbeds in the world are exposed
to full sun. Ignorance! No other excuse.

Well, to cut a lengthening story short,
I grew my Phrags on lower benches in
considerable shade, using my usually
successful Paph potting mix. For years
these poor Phrags struggled along with
s e l d o m a fl o w e r b u t w i t h s o m e
proliferation of plant material which was
split, at potting time.
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Lack of flowers soon engenders lack
o f i n t e r e s t a n d w e a l l k n o w w h a t t h a t
leads to. Deaths began to occur so I quit
t h e l o t t o a n e n t h u s i a s t w h o s e e m e d t o
be doing better than I with Phrags.

Like the evergreen sucker, I imported a
few from Brazil a year or so back. Some
people just never learn. Down on the low
benches again once out of quarrantlne,
slow growth or no growth — well, I'm
consistent, aren't I?

You're probably wondering where this
article is leading,... probably you've re-
checked the title and noted it does say
" c u l t u r e . " W h a t d o e s t h i s b l o k e h a v e t o
o f f e r ?

Well I don't have anything to offer but
the American Orchid Society Bulletin
does. If you're an enthusiastic orchid
grower you probably already subscribe
to this valuable monthly. If you don't
then you should check among your
f r i ends f o r d i e add ress and subsc r i be t o
s o m e o f t h e b e s t o r c h i d l i t e r a t u r e
ava i l ab le i n t he wor ld .

Now after an advertisement like that,
I'm sure the American Orchid Society
w o n ' t c o n d e m n m y e f f o r t s a t
condensing a seven page masterpiece
down to a few basic notes. If you're a
Phrag enthusiast you'll'want to read the
whole article anyway.

The author, Gary Zetterstrom states
that Phrags are easy to grow, are reliable
bloomers and prolific growers. You
wouldn't gather that from my earlier
s t a t e m e n t s .

In spite of the many and varied
habitats, they are all grown in a uniform
potting mix in Cattleya conditions.

Two main factors are stressed, plenty
of light and plenty of water. Only one
species seems to object to this and
that's Phi^gmipedium besseae which
likes more shade. At something like
$200 per plant, probably not many New
Zealanders' are having cul t ivat ion
problems with P. besseae. To obtain
max imum l igh t on leaves , space
between plants is important; leaves
should be light green in colour.

Although some Phrags come from
quite cool areas, all seem to grow well
b e t w e e n 5 5 ° a n d 9 5 ° F . — M u c h t h e
same range as my Cattleya house.
Higher temps should be avoided if
possible. Phrags like to be wet, not
boggy, they still like air at the roots but
underwatering causes more damage to
Phrags than overwatering. The old
orchid rule, "if in doubt, leave watering
out" does not apply. If in doubt with
Phrags, water! Every 2 to 4 days
depending on weather. High humidity
seems to be very beneficial, from 70%
to 90%, although they will grow well at
a lower humidity.

Water does not seem to harm plant
leaves but wet flower spikes can rot off
easily at an early stage so good air
movement is necessary to dry excess
water quickly.

The potting mix needs to be free
draining or it will break down quickly
under the moist conditions that Phrags
prefer.

W o r d s s u c h a s m e d i u m o r m e d i u m
fine grade don't mean much to us here
and probably refer to commercial grades
available in U.S.A. Free draining, could
be taken too far also, so we will just
have to experiment here to work out
what's best. I will be trying % to % bark
chips which I would call medium grade.
Expanded shale is used in the U.S. mix.
Perhaps scoria could substitute here.
Four parts of medium-fine charcoal is
added to 8 parts bark plus 2 parts fern
fibre and 1 part scoria. This would be my
choice, interpreting from the U.S. article.

I n o t e t h a t a n i n c h t o 1 V i i n c h e s o f
marble chips, coarse limestone chips or
gravel is used on the bottom of each
plastic pot. I don't intend to re-write the
whole article I'd far sooner offer enough
to whet your appetite to read it yourself.

The basic facts are, plenty of light,
plenty of water, plenty of drainage and
plenty of air movement.

How I wish this article had appeared
10 years ago — I might still have a good
Phrag col lect ion. 2/ Blakes Road

Prebbleton, Canterbury
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1 3 t h Wo r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e 1 9 9 0
Auckland, New Zealand

August 1988

Highlights from Newsletter No. 10
P R O M O T I O N A L I T E M S

Tea Towels, Tea Spoons, and Aerogrammes are selling
well. The pre-ordering system has been helpful to Societies
and many are now sending payment with order which will
certainly assist with the stock taking and the following up
required for this task.

S H O W N E W S
The Show Committee clarifies that you may be booking

a square or rectangular shaped area but your display can be
any shape within that allocated area. They may also
consider "Table Top" displays if sufficient interest is
a b o u t .

Judging from response received from CONFERENCE PROGRAMMESocieties so far, we should have almost Conference Papers are now being
a 100% display record by Societies, actively sought and your offers and
This IS most encouraging and do not suggestions for speakers are invited. If
worry, we will fit everyone in somehow, you know or have heard a good speaker

A handyman's sales place will be New Zealand or overseas who can put
investigated so that on the spot together an interesting programme, let
purchases can be made for those last us know. Remember that although there
minute touches to your displays. Liaison will be space for commercial and
persons will be assigned to each display scientific papers, the main thrust for our
to advise you and make sure you have Conference will be for the hobbyist
everything you need. We aim to make grower. Submissions for papers will be
things as easy as possible for you to set refereed by a panel for quality of speaker
up your exhibition, then relax and enjoy arid paper, and balance of content in the
t h e C o n f e r e n c e . c o n f e r e n c e . S e e a l s o t h e M a y / J u n e

Remember that plants can only be
exhibited as part of a display at a World neW ZEALAND ORCHID HISTORY

A special part of the Conference willbenched classes we staged as tnay be (,e a history of orchid growing in New
Zealand. A publication of historlcai

■? I '".I® i'®"'®'' yqer-Pefed events and people Involved or^ . ®D'"''r''"®' knowledgeable In these episodes is iplant by one of the Judging Panels as a planned, and a special session will beclass winner or place getter, or medal .jevoted to the subject. Names such as;
Jim Gardiner-Matamata, Charl ie Scott-

i i i n r ^ i M n N e l s o n , H e r b i e P o o l e - L o w e r H u t t , T o mJ U U t a i N i a G r i m s o n - G i s b o m e , F r e d P a r k e r - N e w
A draft judging schedule should be Plymouth, Clem Stokell-Chiistchurch,

complete by the end of August, for Kath Black-Levin are emerging. Let us
circulation around key Judges. This know if you know of any others who
should mean that a preliminary schedule have played a part or have first hand
could be published about October 31 knowledge of early orchid growing
t h i s y e a r . e v e n t s i n N e w Z e a l a n d .
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EARLY REGISTRATION
In response to suggestions made by

many people, investigation will be made
into a system of early registration.
Details into costs have yet to be worked
out, but it will be a means for you to
stake an early claim for a place at the
Conference, with some benefits for you.

J U D G I N G S E M I N A R
A Judging Seminar for the combined

judges of the three panels in New
Zealand (New Zealand Orchid Society,
Orchid Council of New Zealand, and the
Cymbidium Society of America) is being
organised for October 29 and 30 of this
year. This is another in a series planned
to orientate local judges towards the
special requirements at a World Orchid
C o n f e r e n c e s h o w .

R . w . D / x

Chairman — Publicity and
Publ ic Relat ions Commit tee

Longview Orchids
For Unsurpassed Quality

C V M B I D I U M S
O v e r 1 2 0 v a r i e t i e s o f m i n i a t u r e s

Many now ones
Some unusual colours such as lavender, copper, suede,
c a r a m e l .
A lot of our varieties you will find are not listed anywhere
else and many are excellent for cut flower production.

P E N D U L O U S VA R I E T I E S A R E
O U R S P E C I A L I T Y

S t a n d a r d c u t fl o w e r a n d s h o w b e n c h v a r i e t i e s a l s o
a v a i l a b l e .

P H A L A E N O P S i S
T h e s e h a v e b e c o m e p o p u l a r a s a v e r y r e w a r d i n g
houseplant which can flower almost continuously, given
the right spot. In a heated greenhouse or conservatory a
fabulous display can be obtained without difficulty. We
carry a wide range of variet ies from huge spectacular
whites to tiny pinks, In all plant sizes.

C A T T L E Y A
A s e l e c t i o n o f s u p e r b m e r l c l o n e s - t - M I n i c a t s a n d
compacts as well as some cool growing seedlings.

W e a l s o h a v e a s e l e c t i o n o f

M I LT O N I A . D E N D R O B I U M ,
G N C I D I U M , O D O N T O G L O S S U M

Send S.A.E. for our lists, or call on us when In Tauranga.

Er ic and Vor re l Jones

Longview Orchids
M a i n Wa i h i R o a d , B e t h l e h e m ,

R.D.I. , Tauranga
P h o n e ( 0 7 5 ) 8 3 - 9 7 3

C L A S S i n E D
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S
Up to 25 words for $10.00

Please note the increase in price
which applies from the next issue.

Vo lume 14 . Number 6 .
Send adver t i sements w i th
payment, to the Editors.

W A N T E D
To learn whereabouts of George Raymond

Skinner Danieii, or Irene Margaret Danieli, or
Margaret Anne Danieli, formerly of 19 Pautini
Street, Wanganui, related to George Ure
Skinner (1804-1866) of orchid fame. Please
contact Robert M. Hamilton, 9211 Beckwith
Road, Richmond, Brit ish Colombia, Canada,
V6X 1V7: Te l : 604-278-2566

F O R S A L E
L i m i t e d r e l e a s e o f fl o w e r i n g s i z e d
Paphiopedi lum char lesworthi i $42 + $3P&P
-House of Orchids, 145 Manukau Road,
Glenfield, Auckland 10. Phone (09) 444-9771.

L a u r e l d a l e O r c h i d s

Specialising in
Catt leyas, Equitant/Oncidiums, Dendrobiums

(Mericlones & Seedlings)
For Price List please send S.A.E. to

Laureldale Orchids 26 Nelson Street, Blenheim
P h o n e ( 0 5 7 ) 8 6 - 4 1 4

EXCLUSIVE JUNE EXPORT WHITE CYMBIDIUM
(Stanley Fouraker x Trigo Royale) 'Marblesque'
• flasks available soon from original mother
plant.
M A R B L E G A R D E N S . P a r k E s t a t e R o a d ,
Papakura. Phone 298-6619

ORCHID FLASKS FOR HOBBYISTS
6 to 12 p lants , Cat t leyas, Aust ra l ian
Dendrobiums, Phalaenopsis, etc. send stamp
fo r l i s t .
M A R B L E G A R D E N S , P a r k E s t a t e R o a d ,
Papakura. Phone: 298-6619
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TWIN OAKS I
B O O K S

4343 Causeway Drive, Lowell, 1
M ich igan U .S .A . j

Phone:(616)897-7479
M A S T E R C A R D A N D V I S A

ORCHID BOOKS I
Send for FREE descriptive |
iist of just about 300 |
currently available Orchid |
Books . . . Sent Surface |
Mali anywhere in the |

world, postpaidlll |
E H

T A U P O

SPECIALISING IN PHALAENOPSIS
Over 60 variet ies to choose from

Pr i ced f rom $7 .00
Catalogue available on request

Recent Listings:-
63 Phal. Jungle Ruby 'Shadow' x Phai.

Music Moilie HCC/AOS - bright coloured
stripes on pinks to reds.

64 Phal. Alida Snow - fine red spotting
on large well shaped whites.

70 Phal . Peacemaker - to ld to expect
large whites. They're noti They are a
delightful pink and white!!

Catalogue available on request
T R E V O R N I C H O L L S

33 Hinekura Avenue, Taupo
P h o n e ( 0 7 4 ) 8 4 - 8 1 3

(Answerphone)
V IS ITORS WELCOME

T U D O R O R C H I D S
G r e a t f o r d R o a d — ( S . H . I N o r t h )

B U L L S

A selected offering from our range of plants

Wi/s Kendr ick Wi l l iams 'Featherh i l l ' AM/AOS
Mdna Pagan Lovesong 'Ruby Charles' FCC/AOS
Sic California Apricot 'Orange Circle' HCC/AOS

X S i c Ye l l o w D o l l ' M i n i S u n ' H C C / A O S

Sic Mandarin Bay 'Daffodil' x Sic Yellow Doll 'Mini Sun' HCC/AOS

Flower ing s ize p lan ts : $15 .00
Freight Extra

A new cattleya listing is now available
Please send S.A.E. to P.O. Box 103, Bulls

Nursery open dally 9 a.m. — 4.30 p.m.
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F r a m e a
fl o w e r

Makes a lovely, inexpensive gift.
The stand of the picture frame is slotted to
hold a plastic phial of water. Simply place
stem of selected flower in phial and hey
presto a delightfully attractive, natural, eye
catching display is created!
Frames come in 3 colours—GOLD,
SILVER, BLACK. Black velvet backing
accentuates the beauty of the bloom. Frames
available from your local society's branch or
d i r e c t f r o m P O R TA S C R E E N S LT D .
PRICE $22 including GST, packaging,
postage.

H O W T O A S S E M B L E —

1 . P i c t u r e f r a m e
2. Slip plastic phial through hole in front of picture frame into
3. slotted stand which fits into holder attached to back of frame

All parts are now secured and ready for use.

® \ 2

Please supply
I *'Frame-A-Flower" Picture Frames

(pletise print)

□ GOLD □ BLACK □ SILVER
(indicate colour)

Cheque enclosed for $

Por ta Screens L td .
P.O. Box 51, Otaki

1 5 3



N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
* C Y M B I D I U M S

Flowering size plants available from Nursery or sent anywhere in New
Zealand by Newmans Bus—Depot to Door Service ...$ 16-$30 each

Seedling and Mericlone Flasks—Wide selection including Mini and
Standards to suit the hobbyist and commercial grower.

Community Pots SPECIAL OFFER
$39.00 each or 3 for $100 Freight Paid

Each pot contains 10 plants, 9-1 2" leaf span
some already bulb and growth.

Running Bear 'Candy Striper'
(kaiinka x Chief Joseph)

DifferentI Eyecatching striped intermediate.
Rose-purple broad stripe down each segment
on white/cream background, rose dotted lip.

Aug-Oct flowering, ideal pot plant, flowers easily.

Red Beauty 'Bronze Delight'
Bronze-rose standard, 12-16 blooms, lovely spike, prolific. May-July.

Alison Shaw 'Strawberry Roan'
(Lady Bug x Pink Champagne)

Intermediate with tall spikes, clear even rose pink,
bold maroonish lip markings. June-August, 12-16 blooms,

showy decorative pot plant.

Send for free catalogue
All prices include GST
S e n d t o -

N O R M P O R T E R
" C Y M B t D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

Nursery—23 Parata Street, Waikanaê fê Ŝ ^̂
(Parata Street is opposite Woolworths)

P h o n e ( 0 5 8 ) 3 6 - 9 7 7 ^
Hours—Tuesday-Saturday 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is Open
Sundays .and Public Holidays

1 5 4



NEW ZEALAND EXPORT
GROWERS ORCHID ASSN.INC

NZ E.G.O.

AH intending and exporting orchid
growers, orchid plant retailers,
orchid t issue cul ture laborator ies,
o r ch id expo r t compan ies and
interested persons are invited to
w r i t e f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n
regarding the above Association
t o :

The Secretary
N Z E . G . O .

P.O.Box 2107, Tauranga

^ T

1

16 Coronation Street, Takapuna, Auckland 9
Telephone: (09) 497-585

Orders are now being accepted for our current batch of top quality
hybrids which are presently being flasked.

C r o s s e s i n c l u d e :

B/1988: CHERRY CITY 'ROWMAC x SYLVAN FAIR 'SILVER MOON'
Tall spiking pinks and whites

F/1988: (FANFARE x WALLARA) 'EBEN BRIGGS' HCC
X CHOCOLAOA TAKAPUNA'

Top of the range orchids for show and pleasure.
Sunset colours. 20 blooms on massive spikes.

L/1988: WALLARA 'GOLO NUGGET' x WYANGA 'ELANORA' 4N
Solid coloured yellows and greens of

exceptional depth and clarity. Upright spikes.

Send now for our current flask list - no obligation

Pa t and Les Greenfie ld

1 5 5





W A T E R
O U T L E T

C H A M P I O N

feit'inat
F E R T I L I S E R D I S P E N S E R
The ideal addition to your orchid
c o l l e c t i o n .

The advantages of using Fert-O-Mat.
Easy to fit, simple to use, fertilise as
you water, even dist r ibut ion of
fertiliser, use with any watering
sys tem, qu ick , conven ien t w i th
e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . U n i t c o m e s
complete with fertiliser plugs in initial
purchase price.
Orchid experts agree orchids do best
with regular soluble fertiliser feeds of
fairly low strength.

Two analysis of fertiliser available —
"Quick Green" corresponds to the
U . S . r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f o r o r c h i d s o f
3 0 - 1 0 - 1 0 o r N . Z . 3 0 - 5 - 8 .

"General Purpose" corresponds closely to the U.S. 10-10-10 for
orchids In spike (generally known as the blossom booster).

Fert-O-Mat provides the three main elements N.P.K. in the proportions
recommended by both U.S. and N.Z. Orchid experts for orchids
(American Orchid Society Bulletin, N.Z. Orchid Review, Department
Scientific & Industrial Research, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries).
B o t h f o r m u l a o f f e r t i l i s e r c o n t a i n e s s e n t i a l t r a c e e l e m e n t s .
For best results use Fert-O-Mat with every watering. Quick Green is
recommended for spring/summer growth. General Purpose blossom
t i m e .

Fert-O-Mat is also highly recommended for use in flower and vegetable
gardening. Use Fert-O-Mat and judge the results for yourself.

A U S T R A L A S I A N I M P O R T S L T D .
P . O . B o x 5 3 - 0 3 4 P h o n e 2 7 5 - 4 9 6 3
Auckland Airport



PORTRAITS OF NEW ZEALAND ORCHID SPECIES

Earina mucronata is an epiphyte which usually flowers'
in spring, but occasionally in summer to autumn. It has
numerous dainty sprays of flowers at the tips of fine,
drooping canes of narrow leaves. The leaves are longer
and narrower than the autumn flowering species, E.
autumnal is . The del icate ly scented flowers have
creamy petals and sepals, with lip greenish-yellow to

apr ico t .

Photography: Bob Goodger


