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EDITORIAL

As one of the few 'perks' of the job,
t h e E d i t o r s r e c e i v e n e w s l e t t e r s f r o m
many (but not all) of the numerous
o r c h i d s o c i e t i e s a r o u n d N e w Z e a l a n d .
Na tu ra l l y these news le t te rs va ry
widely, according to the experience
and fac i l i t i es ava i l ab le , bu t mos t o f
them make very interesting reading.
Often, the smaller societies produce
t h e b e t t e r n e w s l e t t e r s , b u t n o t
a l w a y s . P e r h a p s t h e m o s t
professional looking publication is
t h a t o f t h e A u c k l a n d O r c h i d C l u b ,
w h o s e E d i t o r d e s e r v e s w a r m
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . T h e m o s t
attractively il lustrated newsletter is
that of the Tauranga Orchid Society.
Whangarei and North Shore generally
put out some useful tips or new ideas,
whi le f rom the South, Canterbury
o f ten p rov ides food fo r t hough t .
T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f o t h e r s w e l l
worth reading as well.

We are sometimes asked why we
don ' t rep r in t more mate r ia l f rom
newsle t ters . Th is would cer ta in ly
make our job of finding material much
l e s s d i f fi c u l t . H o w e v e r , o t h e r a l e r t
newsletter Editors obviously think the
same way, and by the time the same
material has been reprinted in eight or
ten di fferent newslet ters, i t has been
w e l l d i s p e r s e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e
country, and it is no longer original.

However, i f su ffic ien t o f our readers
disagree with this viewpoint, we will
be happy to reprint suitable material.
R e m e m b e r, h o w e v e r , t h a t w e d o n ' t
wish this journal to degenerate into a
collection of reprints.

O n a s i m i l a r t o p i c , w e a r e
s o m e t i m e s a s k e d f o r m o r e m a t e r i a l o n
" b a s i c o r c h i d g r o w i n g f o r t h e
beginner". Again, we feel that most
orchid society newsletters are better
placed to provide this, as they can
t a i l o r t h e i r a d v i s e t o l o c a l c o n d i t i o n s .
M a n y n e w s l e t t e r s c o v e r b a s i c
seasonal culture very well indeed.
We endeavour ins tead to supp ly
articles from a range of experienced
growers producing information and
opinions of interest to all growers,
beginners and 'old hands' alike. (Well,
thats the theory, but exper ienced
growers tend to have such green
thumbs that many can't hold a pen
any morel).

The first thing that any beginner to
orchid growing should do is to join a
l ively local orchid society, i f one
e x i s t s . ( T h e s e c o n d t h i n g i s t o
s u b s c r i b e t o " O r c h i d s i n N e w
Zealand"). Any society worth its salt
will instruct, enthuse and encourage
beginners to the point where some of
them will be writing for us.

M A G A Z I N E D I S T R I B U T I O N
Since the first issue of "Orchids in issues. As the subscription lists grew.

New Zealand", in July 1975, there so did the task. In those days the
have been only two Distr ibut ion magazines were sent out in mani l la
Managers, to achieve the task of envelopes—boxes and boxes of them
distr ibut ing the magazine to i ts to store and address,r e a d e r s . I n e v i t a b l y , M r s B r u c e f e l t s h e h a d

The first was Mrs Kath Bruce, part done her share, and the task was
of the Taranaki-centred team which taken over by Mrs Bev. Godwin of
got the magazine off the ground, and Northcote, Auckland. For her, it filled
she carried on for six long years—36 the gap left after planning for the
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1 9 8 0 N . Z . O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e w a s
over, and she has carried on with it,
from July 1981 until now—40 issues
i n a l l ! W h a t s t a m i n a t h e s e l a d i e s
h a v e !

T h e j o b i n c l u d e s d e a l i n g w i t h
subsc r ip t i on mon ies , subsc r ibe rs
address lists, and of course taping up
t h e m o d e r n m a i l i n g c o v e r s a n d
a t t a c h i n g a d d r e s s l a b e l s . T h e
c o m p l i c a t i o n s o f p r e p a r i n g t h e
bundles of magazines in regional
groups to suit the Post Office, so that
we can take advantage of cheaper
mailing rates, can be a real headache.

The job has become a joint activity,
as Bev ' s husband , L in , has become
actively involved. This is one of the
most time-consuming of the voluntary
j obs assoc ia ted w i t h t he Orch id
C o u n c i l , a n d w e h a v e a l l b e n e fi t e d
from the effort they have put in.

B e v t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f
opportunities to computerise records,
and last year organised the transfer of
s y s t e m s t o t h e C o u n c i l ' s o w n
c o m p u t e r.

In the meantime, individual mailing
o f b u l k s u b s c r i p t i o n s a n d t h e i r
a s s o c i a t e d r e c o r d s h a s a d d e d t o t h e
w o r k l o a d .

Now Bev and Lin have reluctantly
f o u n d t h a t a t t h e m o m e n t t h e i r l i f e
does not easi ly accommodate the
present distr ibut ion job, and after
a long spell of organising their life
around the magazine we can only
thank them for their years' of sterling
service, and wish them more t ime to
relax and to enjoy some new and, as
yet, unknown avenue of interest.

Now a new volunteer has stepped
in to be a link in the magazine chain.
We welcome Trevor Nicholls of Taupo
a n d w i s h h i m a t r o u b l e - f r e e t e r m .

Thanks for all you have done, Bev
and Lin, and Kath, and best wishes to
T r e v o r .

C O N Z E D N E W S
Wal Upton, noted Australian grower

and hybr id izer of Nat ive Dendro-
biums, made a very successful tour of
New Zealand in April, and his slide
s h o w s h a v e s t i m u l a t e d g r e a t e r
interest than ever in growing these
delightful flowers.

A well attended National Judging
S e m i n a r w a s h e l d i n R o t o r u a a t t h e
end of April. A fuller report will be
i n c l u d e d i n t h e n e x t i s s u e .

Cyclone Bola swept past in March,
causing damage in Northland, the
East Coast and Taranaki, but it seems
that orchid growers were remarkably
lucky. Desp i te the flood ing , h igh
winds and fallen trees in these areas,
reports from Gisborne are that most
o rch id houses were undamaged .
Northland growers apparently lost a
little shadecloth and spent some time
c l e a r i n g f a l l e n t r e e s . I n N e w
Plymouth, although Pukekura Park
lost a propagating house, the orchid
h o u s e s w e r e u n a f f e c t e d . T h e O a k u r a
a r e a w a s t h e m o s t a f f e c t e d t h e r e .
T h o s e w h o h a v e v i s i t e d t h e P u k e i t i
Rhododendron Trust bush garden,
w i l l b e s a d d e n e d t o h e a r t h a t i t
suffered badly with the loss of many
t r e e s .
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1 3 t h Wo r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e 1 9 9 0
Auck land, New Zea land

M a r c h 1 9 8 8

Call for Papers
The 13th World Orchid Conference will take place in

Auckland, New Zealand from 5th through to 16th
September 1990. Concurrent with the Show and
other activities, is a four-day lecture programme (1 2th
through to 15th September). The organisers are
seeking proposals for papers to be presented at the
C o n f e r e n c e .

Located in the temperate cl imate of Auckland (population 900,000),
the South Pacific, New Zealand has a location of the 13th World Orchid
population of about 3.4 million. There Conference, is New Zealand's largest
are over 6,000 active members city, and the largest centre of orchid
i n v o l v e d i n 4 3 l o c a l o r c h i d s o c i e t i e s , e n t h u s i a s t s . T h e C o n f e r e n c e
This relatively large interest is created Committee expects that much of its
by the ease with which cool-growing support and attendance will come
orchids can be cult ivated outdoors all from hobbyists and commercial
year round, especially in the warmer growers, therefore papers suitable for
p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . t h e s e a u d i e n c e s a r e l i k e l y t o b e g i v e n

p r e f e r e n c e . S p e c i a l c o n f e r e n c eNew Zealanders have a keen sessions are expected to be devoted
interest in cymbidium cultivation and to cymbidiums, odontoglossums,
breeding, to the extent that there may cattleyas, Australian dendroblums,
be more successful hybridisers of this and masdevallias, with papers purely
genus than in any other country. This of scientific interest and lectures on
interest is supported by a growing cut other genera being held concurrently
flower export trade in cymbidiums in a second series. Minor papers will
amounting to over $7,000,000, be presented informally in poster
which is over half of all New Zealand sessions. Usual audio-visual facilities
c u t fl o w e r e x p o r t s . w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e .

In recent years, hobbyist growers The Programme Committee is
have turned to those genera which do calling for papers of 20 minutes in
well alongside cymbidiums-the duration. Selected keynote speakers
odontoglossum alliance, Australian may be asked to make longer
dendroblums, and the masdevallia presentations. Those wishing to
family. Many growers now provide a submit papers should send drafts for
little winter warmth for their refereeing by 31st December 1988
c o l l e c t i o n s w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t t o —
p a p h i o p e d i l u m s , p h a l a e n o p s i s ,
cattleyas and vandaceous orchids are Programme Committee
i n c r e a s i n g l y r e p r e s e n t e d . A f e w 1 3 t h Wo r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s n o w e x p o r t P. O . B o x 2 9 - 1 5 2
p l a n t s a n d fl o w e r s o t h e r t h a n A u c k l a n d 3
c y m b i d i u m s . N e w Z e a l a n d
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and advise of any special facilities
required to present the paper. Please
include a contact telephone number, if
appropriate.

In conjunction with the Conference
it is expected to publish a monograph
e n t i t l e d ' A H u n d r e d Y e a r s o f O r c h i d
Growing in New Zealand'. Extracts of
this publication will be presented in a
s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . I n v o l v e m e n t o f
societies in collecting local orchid
history will be sought soon. Memora
bilia including old photographs will be
valuable in assisting this project.

A programme outline is expected to
be issued as part of the registration
d o c u m e n t s i n M a r c h 1 9 8 9 . F u r t h e r
enquiries should be made to Dr. J. A.
K e r n o h a n a t t h e a b o v e a d d r e s s o r
telephone (09) 584-776 (home).

C O R R E C T I O N S
The gremlins have been with us again!
On the back cover of the January-February
issue, we said that Calochilus campestris
was rediscovered by Doug McCrae, but of
course it was found by Margaret and John,
Perry, as we reported in the May-June
issue last year (Vol. 13,-No. 3).

Sorry, Margaret and John.

In the March-April issue, a misunderstand
ing caused the cover photo and its caption
to not match. The lovely, tal l -stemmed
yellow Masdevallia shown is M. coccinea
var. xanthina, an unusual form of the
species. It was initially grown as M. davisii
(Grower and photograper — N. C. Miller).
We will include the M. ignea photo on
a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n .

Orchids from the Coromandei
N. C . M i l l e r

In a quiet corner of the Coromandei Peninsula Barry Fraser is tending a
collection of Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilums that seems likely to make an
increasing impact on the New Zealand orchid scene over the next few years.
Barry, a commercial fisherman by trade, got into orchids as a form of
'diversification', and he has done so in a very thorough and methodical way.

The orchids, other than very young draining grade of bark (approximately
seedlings 'ex flask', are grown in a 1-2cm size) and they seem to really
sizeable Gothic Arch greenhouse of respond to this treatment. They are
Barry's own designing. Clad with lightly fed with every watering.
t w i n s k i n a n d t r e b l e s k i n _ , u i u
polycarbonate, it features a heat From the many exciting labels to be
pump of unusually efficient design, '^is collection, we can expectwhich provides winter heating at very s®/ f range of top quality blooms in
I n w r n ^ t f u t u r e . B a r r y h a s h i s e y e fi r m l yl u w u u b i . ^ fi x e d o n t h e 1 9 9 0 W o r l d O r c h i d

Barry obtains potting bark frorn Conference, and is hoping to mount a
Rotorua. Although he buys graded really impressive display with some
bark, he then goes to considerable assistance from the good supply of
trouble to soak and sieve the bark. All artistic talent in his neck of the
material that fails to float IS discarded, ^voods. In the meantime, he is not
and the fine sievings are used as open to the general public, so please
g a r d e n m u l c h . b e p a t i e n t !

T h e m a t u r e a n d s e m i - m a t u r e p l a n t s j e A k a u R o a d
a r e g r o w n i n q C i i t e a c o a r s e f r e e - r . d . 4 , R o t o r u a
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1 3 t h Wo r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e 1 9 9 0
Auck land, New Zea land

M a r c h 1 9 8 8

8 t h N e w s l e t t e r
P r o m o t i o n a l i t e m s

More money is continually coming in showing your support and
action in selling, and our continued thanks for this. We now have
somebody new to head this important souvenir activity, and to
take some of the administrative and marketing load off hard
working Heather Crofskey. Welcome Keith Savory to this new
p o s t .

Two new items have already come your way by now. Magnets
and Aprons. Hope these are successful for you. The Aprons are
hand sewn so may be a little slow in coming, but have been well
received by some Societies.

Very shortly we will have Aerogrammes with orchid motive
designs and we know you will be pleased with these.

V i s i t s
Visits have already started to those Societies

w h o h a v e s e n t a n i n v i t a t i o n t o u s . T h e s l i d e
programme on displays is proving to be useful in
starting some creative thought and prompting
some good and unusual questions.

Some Societies are daunted by the apparent
difficulty of transporting flowers or plants long
distances to Auckland. In this case, seek out a
commercial grower. After al l they transport
flowers and plants successfully across to the
other side of the world. Another thought is to
purchase flowers from around Auckland for
your display. The flowers will not be eligible for
class or award judging of course, but you will
c e r t a i n l y g e t t r e m e n d o u s s a t i s f a c t i o n i n
creating and building a well-designed display.

Another problem seen by smaller Societies is
the fear of not having sufficient plants. Believe
me, there are many more displays spoilt by too
many plants than too few. A small number of
quality plants artistically displayed wins every
t i m e .

O r c h i d G r o w e r s o f N o t e
A few names are coming to hand, but please

r e m e m b e r w e n e e d s o m e t h i n g w r i t t e n t o
desc r ibe these in te res t i ng o rch id g row ing
characters. They will not do this themselves so
you will have to do it for them.
2 n d C i r c u l a r

This is now going out to attract overseas
growers to the Conference, and already some
response is coming back. Overseas visitors
have to plan further ahead than we do as their
travel arrangements have to be booked earlier.
All we have to do in New Zealand at this stage
i s t o m a k e a m e n t a l r e s o l v e t o a t t e n d , a n d
scheme ways to make attendance memorable
and pleasant.

1990 Cymbidiums
We have grown on some of the 1990 flasks

that the New Zealand Orch id Soc ie ty had
hybridised as a fundraising activity. These are
now wel l establ ished and ready to sel l as
seedling plants, available in mixed lots of 48 in
a tray at $2.50 per plant. Suggested retai l
selling price is $4.00. Societies selling can
retain the mark up, or of course 1990 WOO will
gladly accept the extra. Trays of these plants
can be collected in Auckland by arrangement.
P h o n e M a r i l y n J o h n s o n a t A u c k l a n d
2 9 8 - 6 6 1 9 .

Show Space
(Special message from the Show Committee)

T h e e n t i r e A u c k l a n d S h o w g r o u n d s i n
Green lane has been booked fo r t he Con fe rence
and Exhibition, and the Show Committee has
now finalised layout for both Flower Show and
Commercial Selling areas. We invite Societies,
growers and other interested groups to indicate
their possible space requirements as soon as
possible so that any additional space necessary
can be made available by the Show Committee
be fo re pub l i ca t i on o f a p re l im ina ry Show
Schedule, layout, etc. This is due to be printed
and distributed about August or September this
y e a r .

It is proposed to use Hall 1 (Repco Pavilion),
Ha l l 2 (Car te r Ho l t Pav i l i on) and Ha l l 3 (Un i ted
Pavilion) for the Rower Show area. Total floor
area of these buildings is just under 8,000
square metres which is approximately equal to
areas used at the last Conferences in Tokyo and
Miami. Display floor space will be available in
Halls 1, 2 and 3 free of charge in modules of
four sizes in Hall 1, and five sizes in Hall 2. At
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present Hall 3 is being held as a possible
quarantine area for pverseas growers to display
plants in flower. Final approval of this is yet to
be given by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisher ies, but th is is wel l in hand.

F l o w e r s h o w a r e a s a r e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e
following sizes—

Booth 'A' —36 square metres
Booth 'B' —24 square metres
Booth *C' — 12 square metres
Booth 'D' — 6 square metres
Booth 'E' — 3 square metres

You may book any of the above unit areas or
combination of units as you wish.

When booking your space requirement please
indicate position required (i.e. against a wall,
one, two or three sides to view). Please note
that no prov is ion has been made for f ree
standing displays. Walls of these Halls are of
concrete block construction and no fixing to the
walls is permitted. However, a nailing bar is
fixed to all outside walls at a height from the
ground of 2.4 metres.

When planning your display the Show
Commi t tee suggests tha t cons idera t ion be
given to elevating your display from the floor.
This will allow better viewing by the public and
will add to the overall effect of the displays.
Ceilings are very high in all pavilions. However,
the way you design your display is entirely up to
y o u .

L i s t e d b e l o w i s t h e F i r e D e p a r t m e n t
Specification for the Showgrounds, relating to
materials that can, or cannot, be used. We
hope this will assist you in preparing plans for
your display.

A l l Exh ib i t o r s
Rre Specification for Showgrounds

1 . N o s t r a w , h a y , fl a m m a b l e fl u i d s ,
bituminous building paper or crepe paper
will be permitted on stalls.

2. Plastic film, reinforced plastic, or coreflut
cannot be used un less approved by
Council's Fire and Egress Inspector.

3. Polystyrene is permit ted for let terwork
only, restricted to approximately 20% of
w a l l a r e a i n d i s p l a y . S h e e t s o f
polystyrene will not be permitted, unless
special conditions have been approved
by Council's Fire and Egress Inspector.

4. Paper—No paper in sheet form is to be
used. Posters, etc., l imited to 20% of
w a l l a r e a .

5. (a) All cloths used in backdrops, ceilings
and the like must be of the approved
type and/or treated with fire retardent
(see l i s t be low) .

(b) Wool cloth is recommended and is
very durable to constant reuse (50%
o r m o r e w o o l c o n t e n t ) .

(c) Restrictions of cloth will depend on
the amount and position It is used.

6. I f using cooking or heating appl iances
approva l must be obta ined f rom the
Council's Fire and Egress Inspector prior
t o s h o w o r e x h i b i t i o n .

7. Encroachment of displays into walkways
will not be permitted.

8 . L o o s e d i s p l a y p a c k a g i n g m u s t b e
removed prior to opening and not stored
b e h i n d s c r e e n s .

9. The use of carpets as floor covering is
r e c o m m e n d e d i n p r e f e r e n c e t o
synthetics or Hessian.

10. Bark is to be kept moist at al l t imes.
Limitations may be imposed on amount
and placing of bark in some areas.

Approved Materials—
( a ) W o o l c l o t h ( 5 0 % c o n t e n t m i n i m u m ) .
(b) Sail cloth—dacron or small areas of mylar

with dacron backing.
( c ) N y l o n - n y l o n t a f f e t a o n l y.
(d) Cot tons—Flame treated only.
(e ) Po lycarbonate—any fo rm.
(f) Thick panel plastic—in small areas only,

three square metres of surface area.
I f i n doub t ove r d i sp lays and to avo id

problems of having to remove materials from
stall, contact the 1990 Show Committee.

Commercial Selling Areas (Pavilion 'A' and
Westpac Pavilion). There will be plenty of
space for sales at the 13th WOC. Indoor and
o u t d o o r s i t e s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e . I n d o o r m o d u l e s
of 3 metres x 3 metres will cost $1,200.00
each if bookings are made before February
1 9 8 8 . O u t d o o r a r e a s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e a t
$ 12.00 per square metre.

Anyone who takes commercial space and
also produces a display in the exhibition will
gain a rebate of $400.00. Further details of the
commercia l sa les areas wi l l be d is t r ibuted in the
n e x t m o n t h o r s o .

We ask that you give details of your proposed
space requirements as soon as possible in
writing to the Secretary, 13th World Orchid
Conference, P.O. Box 29-152, Greenwoods
Corner, Auckland 3.

It is hoped that ail Societies in New Zealand
will present at least one display, if not more.
F i n a n c e

Keep those personal and Society loans and
pledges coming in or consider if you have not
yet made a commitment. We have a long way
to go before we have adequate funds.

A b u d g e t s u m m a r y w i l l b e r e l e a s e d t o
Societies very shortly.

/? . W. D ix
C h a i r m a n

Publicity and Public Relations Committee

Closing Dates for
Vol. 14, No. 5; 15th July
Vol. 14, No. 6: 16th September
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C y m b i d i u m s a n d 1 9 9 0
A . E a s t o n

Despite the often ill informed comments about New Zealand's premier orchid
genus, the level of interest in cymbidiums seems to be finally lifting once more.
And about time too. To contemplate the major displays envisaged for the 13th
W.O.C. without a sturdy backing of hundreds of blooming cymbidiums would
be foolhardy to say the least. But as I travel around and visit shows two serious
cymbidiums deficiencies are apparent.

Firstly, where are all the well grown almost impossible for them to feature
plants? Cymbidium culture among among the medal winners in 1990.
hobbyist growers has apparently Rather the awards in 1990 will come
reached an all time low. At show after from new seedlings that are blooming
show one sees tatty plants, the for the first time in 1 988 or 1 989.
undersides of their leaves silvered Neither is it any good buying a
from red spider damage, their bulbs quality selection of second generation
shrivelled as the mdicators of inactive peter Pan hybrids or the best
roots and carrying flower spikes maflf/c/t/m lines from Australia. These
poorly trained to show off the blooms, varieties will flower either several

Increasingly I am convinced that the months before September 1990 or
plants are horribly overcrowded. If al l several rhonths later when the
cymbidium enthusiasts would dump conference show is but a dimming
(not quit on the trading table) the memory. No, the astute grower will
bottom 50% of all their mature plants be scouring the shows and nurseries
NOW they would be laying an in September this year looking for the
unbeatable foundation for a fantastic crosses and parents that are hitting
display in September 1990. Mature right on time. Likely they will be a
cymbidiums must have room—we mixture of traditional parents like Cleo
hear hobbyist growers constantly Sherman, Snowsprite, Pearl Balkis,
bemoaning this fact—yet will the Poetic, Sensation, Wallara and Winter
same people ever throw plants away? Fair with newer parents and less
H o r r o r s ! f a m i l i a r n a m e s s u c h a s C o r a k i , M i g h t y

Top exhibitors all around the world Mouse, Red Beauty, Cotton Candy
follow the leaftip to leaftip rule. Space ^nd Fancy Free,
all your mature plants so that the Remember a selection of 50-100
leaftips of the outer bulbs are just plants in full bloom by 5th September
touching (not overhanging their i ggs should give you a very nice
neighbours. Sorne also de-spike their group to pick and choose from in
plants though I personally do not September 1990. Think about your
indulge in the practice. Certainly colour groups. Don't try to have one
there IS no harm in snapping out weak seedling of each cross from every
spikes if you wish to concentrate the cymbidium hybridizer between Te Kao,

"J® spikes and Tiwai Point. Get a group of red;and It doesn t break any rules. seedlings of complementary
The second serious deficiency is in parentage—you will find the shadings

persisting with the culture of the old, blend much better in your display and
t i r e d m e r i s t e m v a r i e t i e s . P a s t m a k e s u r e t h e d a r k c o l o u r s a r e o f f s e t
champions l ike Highland Mist by some clear whites or vice-versa. I f
"Dillabirra", Lake Macquarrie you find, for example, the Cleo''Winsome" and Highland Lassie Sherman seedlings suit your growing
"Jersey" have run their race. It is conditions, expand your range of
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them even if it means bypassing some
interesting offspring of Poetic which
tends to have a soft spike in your area.
I t i s a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l w h i c h u n d e r l i e s
the apparent ease and regularity with
which some exhibitors win the big
prizes.

C o u n t d o w n t o 1 9 9 0

September 1 988. Concentrate on
select ing plants and crosses with
potential that are in flower.

N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 8 . C h e c k a l l p l a n t s
for dividing or potting on. This is the
last season for dividing and all plants
should be divided by 30th November.
Potential specimen plants should be in
t h e i r f i n a l p o t n o w — g i v e t h e m
summer growing room.

December 1988-February 1989.
R e a l l y g r o w y o u r p l a n t s . K e e p
nitrogen levels slightly higher than
normal . Don' t worry about heavy
spiking for the 1989 season. Never
let red spider get established—watch
your plants and spray on a regular
cycle.

W i n t e r 1 9 8 9 . P r a c t i c e y o u r
staking. Do you want to stake upright
or pendulous for decorative effect?
How will you transport your plants to
Auckland? Maybe you have no choice
but to concentrate on upright spiked
var iet ies. Try some plants at the
Hamilton Show and get the feel of
t ranspor t ing la rge p lan ts w i thou t
damaging them.

November 1989. Last cal l ! Any
new seedlings which are to be slipped
up into bigger pots must be handled
this month. Topdress any big plants
t o t i d e t h e m o v e r o n e m o r e s e a s o n .
Give the plants room, lots of light and
l o t s o f w a t e r f r o m n o w o n .

December 1989-February 1990.
Drop nitrogen levels back slightly.
Keep the red spider non-existent.
Topdress all plants with Epsom Salts
(MgS04) in December-January.

March 1990. Check a l l unders ides
of pots for slugs, snails, etc., and bait

oopiously. Put in clean stakes by each
spike.

April 1990. Ease back into winter
watering schedule. Even if you don't
normally heat, give your plants a little
warmth, just to move the night air.
Last spray for red spider if you use
P e n t a c o r M a v r i k .

May 1990. Put the first ties on the
sp i kes . Do no t move the p lan ts
n o w — l e a v e t h e m o r i e n t e d i n t h e s a m e
position until the spikes are open. Bait
again for slugs and snails, the first
spikes will be stretching now.

June 1990. Cont inue ty ing the
spikes but only on warm days and
preferably after lunch. Use loose ties
and remember little by little, not one
b ig je rk or you ' l l end up wi th a
snapped spike. Ideal time to drench
with Roger for aphid control or if you
prefer to spray, pick a dull windy day.
Check the floor of the greenhouse and
keep all weeds cleaned up or the
aphids will settle on them in their
h u n d r e d s .

July-August 1990. Remember the
days are short st i l l but Spring is
coming. You may need to shade your
greens and keep the darker colours in
brighter light. Watch your watering —
you need the active roots to fatten out
y o u r fl o w e r s . K e e p u p w i t h t h e
s tak ing—one ho t sunny day can
wreak havoc with unsecured spikes.
Keep a close watch on any slime trails
and bait again if necessary. Final ties
should be going on the spikes. When
the final ties are in place, tighten up
the lower ties so the spikes will be
rigid enroute to Auckland.

September 1990. Its all happening.
Tie the leaves for transit, clean off any
dry husks, sponge off any dusty
leaves with a mixture of nine parts
milk and one part summer oil. Get
some thin plastic bags from a dry
cleaners and put over the flowers,
making sure they're dry first. Water
your plants thoroughly before leaving
f o r A u c k l a n d a n d l e t t h e m d r a i n .

(concluded on page 71)
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In the Greenhouse —

In your Greenhouse, Heading Into Spring
G l e n n A n d e r s o n

Heading into Spring has got to be the most exciting time in your greenhouse.
Your cymbidiums will all be coming into bloom nicely, Paphs will be in full
flower and there are usually some Catts of the C. mossiae lines budding up.
The shows are just around the corner and your preparations should be in full
swing. Cymbidium spikes should be staked fairly early on if you want them to
be straight and well presented. The stake should be pushed into the mix close
to the spike and at about 20 ° off the vertical. If there is more than one spike,
arrange the stakes evenly for a well presented plant when in full bloom. Stakes
and ties should be of an unobtrusive material and a natural colour so that they
blend into the background. Nothing ruins the appearance of a plant more
quickly than great hunks of twine and droopy granny's bows. Easy to use
materials are natural canes and green twistie ties. If you do use string, be sure
t o c u t o f f t h e e n d s c l o s e t o t h e k n o t .

When tying up your spikes, choose rub on the edge of the pot is all that is
a warm day. Spikes are extremely needed. With Paphs, a fine stake
brittle when still developing and when placed directly behind the growth that
it is cold. Do not pull the spike up too is flowering is ideal. Then one tie on
tightly on the first day. Go back a few the ovary should bring the flower up
days later and you will find it will nicely. Your plants should then be
come up quite a bit further with little generally cleaned up, old husks pulled
t rouble . One t ie wi l l be suffic ient o ff , dead and ye l low leaves and
while the spike is still developing, brown tips removed.
R e m e m b e r a l s o , t h e p l a c e m e n t o f t o o _ . * * u j u * * •firm a tie while the spike is still August, the d^s will be starhng
elongating will result In a buckled, draw out a ittle and the daytwisted spike by hindering this temperatures will be rising rapidly
elongating process. Extra ties can be Vp"t greenhouse. Use every
put in place when the buds are fully oppettunity to vent your greenhĉ se.
developed, to secure the flowers for The increased air circulation doestransportation. Most Important, Is ! *9"^ P'®"ts, helps tothat you trim back the stake to just *^6 dreaded botrvdis (a fungus
below the top flower. This will not ^"acks and spots
only improve the overall appearance your flowers when conditions are cold
of your plant but will also help prevent "annp) and allows your plants and
nasty accidents to eyes when people surrounding areas to dry out But dolean over the plant for a closer look or P°* neglect watering at this time,
to read the name. One last point is Extending flower spikes on your
that you should not move or turn your cymbidiums draw quite a lot of water
p lan t wh i l e t he sp i ke i s deve lop ing . . 1? ! ' ? . 1The spike will twist round to follow '"''V, *>98 stap will have shorter
the sun, resulting in an ugly twisted spikes and smaller flowers.

The fertilizer you should have been
The same principles can be applied using through autumn and winter was

to staking most orchids, but don't a low nitrogen and higher phosphate
f o r g e t t h o s e t h a t a r e n a t u r a l l y a n d p o t a s s i u m t y p e . T h e r e a r e
p e n d u l o u s . A s h o r t s t a k e a n d o n e t i e s e v e r a l o n t h e m a r k e t l i k e t h i s
at the curve so that the spike doesn't classified as flowering orchid food.
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This type of fertilizer helps induce
flowering and gives bigger, stronger
flowers and spikes. Soon it will be
t i m e t o i n c r e a s e t h e a m o u n t o f
nitrogen again when the plants start
their spring growth, if you are holding
flowers for the Spring Shows, do not
increase your nitrogen until after the
shows are over, as your flowers may
not keep as well.

O n e o f o u r f a v o u r i t e o r c h i d s t h a t
flowers regularly for the spring shows
i s S / c . J e w e l B o x ' D a r k W a t e r s '
HCC/AOS. Peter and I imported a few
plants from Armacost and Royston
back in 1980, and this was one of
t h e m . W e d i d n ' t k n o w w h a t i t w a s
but it sounded good on the catalogue.
It was a hybrid between the species
Cattleya aurantiaca, a small vibrant
orange and S/c. Anzac 'Orchidhurst'
F C C / R H S , a f a i r l y o l d h y b r i d
registered in 1921 that is still used
extensively in breeding today. Sic.
Jewe l Box 'Dark Waters ' has tu rned
out to be a 'Classic' and its sibling S/c
Jewel Box 'Beverly' is one of the
parents of the now famous S/c. Hazel
Boyds.

Occasionally there is a piece of the
or ig ina l 'Dark Waters ' c lon ing
available for sale, but be careful of the
source of any clone that you may be
tempted to buy. it may in fact be a
clone of a clone, or the cutting of your
clone may have been carried on far
past the recommended number of
cuts. Practices such as these greatly
increase the chances of mutation and
after several years of growing your
c lone and fina l ly br ing ing i t In to
flower, you may be very disappointed
w h e n t h e fl o w e r b e a r s l i t t l e
resemblance to the original mother
plant. We know, we have flowered
and thrown out several l ike this.

But harking back to the S/c. Jewel
Box, last year we purchased a flask
that we are very excited about. It Is a
remake of S/c. Jewel Box using Frank
Gronwai i ' s or ig ina l p iece o f S/c .
A n z a c ' O r c h i d h u r s t ' F C C / R H S a n d
Geyserland Orchids own tetraplold

f o r m o f C . a u r a n t i a c a . W e w i l l h a v e t o
wait 1 -2 more years to see the results
o f t h i s , b u t t h a t i s w h a t o r c h i d
growing is ail about.

July-August is a good time to get
your mix organised ready for potting
in another month or so. Many people
b e l i e v e t h a t b a r k s h o u l d b e w e a t h e r e d
(left out in the rain) for a couple of
m o n t h s o r s o a k e d i n w a t e r f o r a
couple of days to help remove some
of the resins. This may not be strictly
necessary, but certainly the addition
o f D o l o m i t e L i m e a t a b o u t a h a n d f u l t o
a wheelbarrow fu l l o f bark helps
reduce the acidity of the bark to a
level where orchids are quite happy.
Here in Rotorua we have a good
supply of graded pelletised bark which
is ideal for potting mix, but i know in
s o m e a r e a s s u c h b a r k i s h a r d t o c o m e
by and many people add pumice,
scoria, oasis or polystyrene to make
the bark go further. These media have
no real effect on your orchids other
t h a n a l t e r t h e d e g r e e o f w a t e r
retention of your mix. Try to use the
same mix for ail your plants of the
same genus so that your orchids ail
need watering at the same time.

We i l t ha t ' s i t f r om me and I l ook
forward to capturing your eyeballs
again in another two months.

421 Pukehangi Road
R o t o r u a

(continued from page 69)

S e c u r e p l a n t s i n d e e p , s t r o n g
c a r d b o a r d b o x e s w i t h t h e s i d e s a t
least as high as the top of the pots.
Drive like Granny in a Morris Minor,
preferably leaving hours earlier than
you need to. Pray frequently as you
negotiate the highway to Auckland.

October 1990. Count your medalsl
Geyserland Orchids

P . O . B o x 1 6 7
R o t o r u a
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2 1 T h i s Ye a r
This year the Wanganui Orchid

Society Inc., celebrates Twenty-one
years as a Club.

It all began in the Christs Church
Coffee Bar in Wanganui, May 1967. It
is universal that people with similar
interests wi l l eventual ly find each
o t h e r a n d i n t h i s c a s e i t w a s t e n
peop le . No t a l l t he members o f t he
newly formed club were owners of
orchids either! But all were obviously
o r c h i d l o v e r s .

In those days orchids were very
scarce and expensive in New Zealand
in general and in Wanganui especially.
In fact places where orchids could be
purchased were kept secret. Two
original members (husband and wife)
went to several monthly meetings
before they were considered worthy
of a single cymbidium back bulb,
which they carefully carried home and
never let it leave their side until it died.
Of course after twenty-one years they
have learnt what to do with a back
b u l b a n d n o w t e a c h o t h e r s .
Cymbidiums were the only orchids
seen in Wanganui then and the New
Zealand natives were not really
considered to be orchids, certainly not
for the private collection.

The monthly meetings were held in
the Wanganui Camera Club rooms and
the roll had dropped to seven
m e m b e r s t o w h o m w e o w e t h e
continuation of the club. Two years
later a trip was organised to Kath
Black's and Norm Porter's (names
formerly whispered behind clubroom
doors), and off they all went with their
life savings to F/S plants, which they
thought meant Flowering Size, but we
now know only means For Sale.

Incidentally, one of the members
asked for a yellow cymbidium and
was presented with a plant which,
they were to ld, was great for
beginners. They still have the plant
and it has not flowered to this day!

The Club grew rapidly after that and
d u r i n g O c t o b e r 1 9 7 1 h o s t e d a
combined meeting with Hutt Valley
O r c h i d C i r c l e a n d Ta r a n a k i O r c h i d
Society. Sixty four people attended
from Taranaki , Palmerston North,
M a s t e r t o n , G o l d C o a s t a n d
We l l i n g t o n . A h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l
function and Wanganui was now a
d o t o n t h e N e w Z e a l a n d o r c h i d
growing map. By 1977 the Club had
g r o w n t o 4 0 m e m b e r s a n d t h e
monthly meeting venue was changed
to the Old Folks Centre, Guyton
Street, where it remains today,
meeting on the first Wednesday of
e v e r y m o n t h a t 7 . 3 0 p . m . A l l
w e l c o m e .

T h e fi r s t S h o w w a s h e l d i n 1 9 8 1
with the membership at 106. This
was a one-day Show with the above
mentioned two commercial growers
be ing i nv i t ed t o pa r t i c i pa te and
orchids were for sale, for the first
time, to the Wanganui general public.

I t w a s u n b e l i e v a b l e ! P l a n t s w e r e
leaving the hall at about the same rate
that they had entered. The Pipe Band
H a l l w a s s o c r o w d e d t h a t m e m b e r s
had to set up a baby sitting operation
outside (Ray has never recovered
f r o m t h i s ) . T h e S h o w i s n o w a n
annual event, although there is now
r o o m f o r c h i l d r e n .

The Club became an Incorporated
Society in 1985 with a membership
of 223 and in 1 987 highlighted our
evolution by hosting the Orchid
C o u n c i l o f N e w Z e a l a n d A n n u a l
General Meeting.

This year in conjunction with our
Show on the 8th and 9th October, we
will be holding a 21st birthday
ce lebra t ion D inner w i th gues t
speaker. We extend an invitat ion and
welcome to all orchid growers,
particularly past members, wherever
y o u a r e .
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M o r e d e t a i l s w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e i n
f u tu re ed i t i ons o f t he Wanganu i
Orchid Society Newsletter, which is
s e n t m o n t h l y t o a l l A f fi l i a t e d

8 8 P o r t a l S t r e e t
Wanganui

For the Wanganui Orchid Society

Dear Editors,
R e t h e l e t t e r f r o m y o u r

correspondent O. Blumhardt in Vol.
14, No. 1 (January/February 1988),
i n pa r t i cu l a r t he p i c t u red Soph ,
c o c c i n e a c a p t i o n e d ' S u p e r i o r
Sophronitis', (Vol. 13, No. 3).

I am completely in accord with the
comments made and would like to add
that instead of 'Superior ' perhaps
'Different' would be betterl Who says
it is superior? Perhaps the judge of 0.
B l u m h a r d t ' s a c q u a i n t a n c e ? w h o
c a l l e d t h e fl o w e r s o f h i s S I .
Marriottiana 'incomplete': a version of
the a l l too we l l known comments o f
late that "it's not full enough" and
" i t ' s t o o s m a l l " .

Why must there be this insistence
that blooms be rounded, overlapping
and big?

My reaction to the illustration afore
mentioned was and is, "gross".

I j o i n 0 . B l u m h a r d t i n h i s / h e r
sentiments concerning the seemingly
insatiable desires of people to change
the shape/form of things; especially
w h e n i t s o r c h i d s .

I f e e l t h a t t h i s t e n d s ( s o m e t i m e s
when judging is concerned) to lead to
an overlooking of natural attributes of
blooms, i.e. sheer quality of colour
a n d s u b s t a n c e o f b l o o m s i n
preference to great size and man-
i n d u c e d u n n a t u r a l s h a p e , a n d
certainly in many cases these factors

are allowed to outweigh the culture,
condition and presentation of plants.

S. W. Har r i s
7 Tyndrum Place

How ie k

Editors reply
A t l a s t , a r e s p o n s e f r o m o u r

r e a d e r s ! . T h a n k y o u l . W e w e r e
starting to think you were all dead!

The caption 'Superior Sophronitis'
was our doing - an exercise in editorial
a l l i te ra t ion. Ser ious ly though, we
Stick by our contention that the plant
shown is a super io r fo rm o f the
species Sophronitis coccinea, and in
no way could it be said to resemble a
daisy or a gloxinia.

We fee! that it is superior because it
comb ines good s i ze , magn ificen t
colour, a well-filled pleasing shape as
well as good substance. If It did not
h a v e a l l t h e s e a t t r i b u t e s i t w o u l d n o t
h a v e r e c e i v e d a n a w a r d a t t h e W o r l d
O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e .

Any judge who gave a high award
t o a n o r c h i d d e fi c i e n t i n c o l o u r o r
substance would be failing in his duty,
and a poorly grown, conditioned or
presented plant would not stand a
c h a n c e a t a W o r l d O r c h i d C o n f e r e n c e
S h o w .

A s t o t h e c o m m e n t o n " m a n -
induced innatural shape" we suggest
that you consul t the ar t ic le 'The
Culture of the Brazilian Sophronitis'
b y C e c i l i a a n d A l v a r a P e s s o a
(American Orchid Society Bulletin,
December 1983, p . 1273) , which
s h o w s fl o w e r s o f S o p h r o n i t i s
c o c c i n e a , c o l l e c t e d f r o m t h e w i l d ,
which are just as full and round in
s h a p e a s t h e fl o w e r s w e a r e
discussing.

I n f a c t , s o m a n y p l a n t s o f
Sophronitis coccinea have been sent
from Brazil to Japan in recent years
that, for all we know, this contro
versial plant may have started life in a
B r a z i l i a n f o r e s t ! .

T h e E d i t o r s
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M A S D E V A L L I A S — T h e S p e c i e s
P a r t 1

R u s s e l l M u t t o n

With the upsurge in interest in Masdevallias an increasing number of species
and hybrids are becoming available. Although many of these new plants are
well deserving of the attention and bench space of enthusiasts, as yet very
little descriptive information is readily available about them as regards culture,
size, colour, etc. To help you get to know these intriguing orchids a little better
I have decided to put together a series of articles to acquaint you with some of
the more showy and in many cases little known members of this diverse genus
o f o r c h i d s .

Masdevallias are epiphytic or semi-
t e r r e s t r i a l p l a n t s w i t h o u t
pseudobulbs. The habit is generally
tuf ted but wi th some species the
rhizome is decidedly creeping. The
leaves are typically fleshy tapering to
a narrow grooved petiole and grow
from the apex of a short stem or
ramicaule arising from the rhizome.
Inflorescences arise from a point on
t h e s t e m b e l o w t h e b a s e o f t h e l e a f
and in a number of species several can
be produced either simultaneously or
i n s u c c e s s i o n .

T h e s p e c i e s o f t h e g e n u s
Masdevallia are grouped into sub
genera, sections and sub-sections.

e . g . -
Genus Masdeval l ia

Sub-genus Masdevallia
S e c t i o n M a s d e v a l l i a

S u b - s e c t i o n C a u d a t a e
Species caudate, estradae,
prodigiosa, wurdackii, etc.

Sub-sect ion Miasdeval l ia
Species uniflora, agaster,
ca locodon, e tc .

S u b - s e c t i o n O s c i l l a n t e s
Species pteroglossa,
wagneriana, rubiginosa, etc.

S u b - s e c t i o n C o c c i n e a e
Species coccinea, ignea,
vei tch iana, etc .

Sub-section Saltatrices ,
Species angulifera, saltatrix,
strobel i i , etc.

S u b - s e c t i o n T u b u l o s a e
Species tubulosa,
Venezuelans, etc.

This list is by no means complete
and takes in to account only one
section. For anyone wanting to delve
more deeply into the taxonomy of
Masdevallias I suggest you obtain a
copy of Icones Pleurothallidinarum,
Part 2, 'Systematica of Masdevallia'
pub l i shed by M issou r i Bo tan i ca l
G a r d e n .

The classification of plants into
d i v i s i o n , s u b - d i v i s i o n , c l a s s , s u b
class, order, sub-order, family, sub
family, tribe, sub-tribe, genus, sub
genus and finally species and sub
species is an indication of the affinity
of the species to one another and a
knowledge or understanding of this
can often be helpful to the orchid
enthusiast regarding the culture of
l i t t l e k n o w n p l a n t s a n d t o t h e
hybridizer in making new hybrids.

Our first group, the sub-section
Caudatae, is made up of around 30
spec ies wide ly d is t r ibuted in the
orchid-rich cloud forests and damp
shrubby woods of the Andean regions
in Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador and
Peru. Most are small compact plants
of tufted habit with proportionately
large showy blooms, qualities which
make them desirable additions to any
c o l l e c t i o n .

M a s d e v a l l i a c a u d a t a
First described by the botanist John

Lindley in 1833 and named for the
long- ta i led o r cauda te sepa ls , a



M a s d e v a l l i a c a u d a t e ' N o e l '

Grower : Pukekura Park Co l lec t ion Photographer : G. Fu l le r

characteristic of all species in this
group. First collected in Colombia
n e a r S a n F o r t u n a t o M . c a u d a t a i s a l s o
known f rom Venezue la , Ecuador and
P e r u i n c o o l m o i s t c l o u d f o r e s t s a t
a l t i t u d e s o f 2 , 0 0 0 m - 2 , 5 0 0 m .

The plants are epiphytic with short
r o u n d e d l e a v e s , t h e e l e g a n t w e l l
displayed blooms begin to appear in
la te w in ter w i th greater numbers
arising as the summer approaches. M.
caudata is best grown cool and rather
shaded and delights in a moist airy
atmosphere.

M a s d e v a l l i a d e c u m a n a

A more recent discovery from the
cloud forests of Peru, this gem was
described by Mr W. Koniger in 1982.
The striking bright rose blooms are
densely spotted crimson and held
above the neat tufted foliage. Culture
i s s i m i l a r t o M . c a u d a t a .

M a s d e v a l l i a d i s c o l o r

This pretty species comes from the
m i s t y f o r e s t s o f t h e C o l o m b i a n
A n d e s . I n c u l t i v a t i o n M . d i s c o l o r
enjoys cooi conditions and plenty of
moist moving air. The plants are
med ium s i zed (10cm-15cm ta l l ) w i th
tufted deep green leaves and the
interesting delicately coloured blooms
as the accompany ing photograph
shows are held clear of the foliage on
e r e c t s l e n d e r s t e m s .

M . d i s c o l o r

Grower end Pbotographer: V. Bayliss

M a s d e v a l l i a e s t r a d a e

A pretty species known only from
Colombia in the high misty forests of
a l l t h r e e o f t h e C o l o m b i a n C o r d i l l e r a s .
P l a n t s w e r e fi r s t d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e
c o l l e c t i o n o f a S e n o r a E s t r a d a a n d
named by Reichenbach in 1 874 in her
honour. The plants have a neat tufted
habit and rarely exceed 1 2cm tall with
t h e s p a r k l i n g w h i t e a n d p u r p l e ,
yel low-tai led blooms displayed on
e r e c t s t e m s a b o v e t h e l e a v e s . I t i s
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M . e s t r a d a e

G r o w e r : L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l i s s

one of the parents of the hybrid M.
Stella made by Hincks in 1890, the
o ther paren t be ing M. cocc inea .
Coming from alt i tudes of 2,000m-
2,500m this species prefers cool
h o u s e t r e a t m e n t .

M . k l a b o c h o r u m
G r o w e r : L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l i s s

M a s d e v a l l l a k l a b o c h o r u m

This delightful little species is from
t h e d a m p c l o u d f o r e s t s o f t h e
Co lomb ian Andes . Growth i s s im i l a r
to the preceding species with the
leaves typically broader. Spring and
s u m m e r b r i n g s a s u c c e s s i o n o f
sparkling white, yellow-tailed blooms
displayed on erect to arching stems.

Masdevallia pallida
S i m i l a r i n h a b i t t o t h e o t h e r s m a l l

growing species although the ends of
t h e l e a v e s a r e o f t e n b e n t o v e r f r o m
the vertical. High cloud forest regions
of Ecuador are the home of M. pallida.

M . p a l l i d a

G r o w e r : L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l i s s

I n c u l t i v a t i o n c o o l t o c o o l / i n t e r
m e d i a t e c o n d i t i o n s s u i t i t b e s t a n d a
well grown plant will be somewhat
dwarfed by the showy white blooms
with very long bright yellow tails. The
b a s e o f t h e l o w e r s e p a l s h a v e a
narrow band of deep maroon.



Masdevallia prodigiosa
Named fo r i t s remarkab le flowers ,

M. prodigiosa is relatively common in
t h e c l o u d f o r e s t s o f N o r t h e r n P e r u .
Unfortunately this, along with many
o t h e r o r c h i d s w h i c h a b o u n d i n t h i s
region, are endangered because the
forests are being cleared for timber
and farming. M. prodigiosa is a dwarf
plant with tufted deep green leaves
w i t h b l a c k i s h b r a c t s a t t h e b a s e . T h e
plants respond well to cool or cool/
i n t e r m e d i a t e t r e a t m e n t w i t h t h e
' s p a c e y ' l o o k i n g b l o o m s b e i n g
presented freely on hor izontal to
s l ight ly drooping s tems var ious ly
throughout the year.

M. prodigiosa
G r o w e r ; L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r : V . B a y l ' s s

Masdevallia purpurella
This is a little gem typically only

3 c m - 5 c m t a l l a n d f o u n d i n N o r t h e r n
Colombia at around 2,500m in dense
sc rubby c loud fo res t . Numerous
fl o w e r s a r e p r o d u c e d v a r i o u s l y

th roughou t the year on e rec t to
slightly arching stems. The colour
varies from sparkling pink to bright
rose with yellow centre and tails.
Masdevallia replicata

This Is a Peruvian species which
g r o w s w e l l i n c o o l t o c o o l / i n t e r
mediate conditions and prefers to be
k e p t a l i t t l e d r i e r o v e r t h e w i n t e r
months. The plants have deep green

M . r e p l i c a t a

Grower and Phoiogapher: V. Bay'iss

l e a v e s a b o u t 1 5 c m t a l l , w h i c h a r e
blackish at the base, and produce
large glossy blooms displayed well
clear of the foliage. Each sepal is
furnished with a very long slender tail.
M a s d e v a l l i a s a n c t a e - l n e s a e

One of nature's masterpieces, this
rare and very desirable little species is
known from one locality in remote
c l o u d f o r e s t s o f S o u t h e r n E c u a d o r .
It's discovery was by chance when
Dr. Benigno Male of Cuenca was
searching for pre-lnca ruins on the
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eastern slopes of the Andes near
Cuenca. M. sanctae-inesae responds
w e l l t o c o o l c o n d i t i o n s a n d a w e l l
g r o w n p l a n t c a n p r o d u c e m a n y
b looms t h roughou t t he yea r. An
addit ional quali ty is the abi l i ty to
produce several blooms successively
f r o m e a c h l e a f .

M . s a n c t a e - i n e s a e

Grower: L. & R. Orchids Photographer: V. Bayl iss

M a s d e v a l l l a s e t a c e a
A small tufted species 8cm-12cm

t a l l . E r e c t s t e m s c a r r y l a r g e
spectacular long-tailed blooms which
h a v e a n u n u s u a l s t r e t c h e d
appearance. M. se tacea comes f rom
Ecuador and prefers cool to cool/
i n t e r m e d i a t e c o n d i t i o n s .

Masdevallla triangularis
Q u i t e w e l l k n o w n a n d a s o m e w h a t

variable species from Venezuela from
w h e r e i t w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o
cultivation by Sanders in 1881. M.
triangularis grows well in cultivation
prefering cool to cool/ intermediate
cond i t ions . The ye l low to tawny-
yellow blooms have very appealing

- «

/ '

M . s e t a c e a

Grower and Photographer: V. Bayliss

shape and form and can be seen
somet imes in p ro fus ion over the
spring and summer months. As with
M . s a n c t a e - i n e s a e e a c h l e a f c a n
p r o d u c e m o r e t h a n o n e b l o o m .
Several hybrids have been made with
M. triangularis, two of which are fairly
widespread in New Zealand —/W. Doris
{M. racemosa x M. triangularis) and
M. Copper Angel (M. veitchiana x M.
triangularis).

M a s d e v a l l l a w u r d a c k l l

One of the largest members of this
group reaching 20cm or more tall.
Similar to M. repHcata and M. setacea
i n fl o w e r f o r m w i t h t h a t l o n g
stretched look of the sepals, the plant,
however, is taller and more robust. It
is a striking species coming from a
s m a l l a r e a i n n o r t h e r n P e r u a t
2 , 0 0 0 m - 2 , 5 0 0 m , w h e r e i t h a s a
m a r k e d d r y s e a s o n , a n d s o i n
cultivation must not be kept too wet

7 8



M. triangularis 'aurea'
Glower end Photographer: V. Sayliss

o v e r t h e w i n t e r m o n t h s . L a r g e
d i s t i n c t i v e b l o o m s a r e h e l d c l e a r o f t h e
l e a v e s a n d a r e a r o u n d 2 0 c m l o n g
Including the tails.
M a s d e v a l l t a x a n t h l n a

A miniature species from Colombia
and Ecuador in damp fo res ts a t
a r o u n d 1 , 8 0 0 m - 2 , 5 0 0 m w h i c h
suggests cool to cool/ intermediate
t r e a t m e n t . T h e r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e
b l o o m s v a r y f r o m r i c h y e l l o w t o
tawny-yellow, spotted or dusted with
c r i m s o n t o w a r d s t h e c e n t r e . T h i s
little plant grows well in cultivation
and may produce blooms throughout
the year.

T h a t c o n c l u d e s t h e l o n g - t a i l e d
M a s d e v a l l i a s o f t h e s u b - s e c t i o n
C a u d a t a e . W e w i l l l o o k a t o t h e r s u b
sections of the genus in future issues.

A t t h i s p o i n t I w i l l t a k e t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c k n o w l e d g e
i n f o r m a t i o n g a i n e d f r o m t h e
wonde r fu l pub l i ca t i on Thesau rus
M a s d e v a l l i a r u m . A s e r i e s o f v o l u m e s
being published at the rate of two or
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M . x a n t h i n a
G r o w e r : L . & R . O r c h i d s P h o t o g r a p h e r ; V . B s y l i s s

three per year describing all known
species of Masdevallia. This series is
being written by Carlyle A. Luer, W.
Koniger and B. Wurstle, with water-
colour i l lustrations by Anne Marie
Trech l in . Need less to say fu tu re
volumes are eagerly awaited.

L. & R. Orch ids
P. O . B o x 1 6 7

T u a k a u

T h e e d i t o r s ' l a m e n t —

I t ' s e a s i e r t o c o m p l a i n t h a n t o
c o n t r i b u t e . . .

F O R S A L E

W e a r e N o r t h I s l a n d d i s t r i b u t o r s f o r
D e n n i s o n H e a t b o a r d s .

Give your plants warm feet this winter.
D i s c o u n t t o c l u b m e m b e r s .

H o u s e o f O r c h i d s
1 45 Manuka Road, G lenfie ld , Auck land 10

A c o r d i a l i n v i t a t i o n i s
extended to orchid growers

t o a t t e n d t h e

Wanganu i
Orchid Society

2 1 s t
Bir thday Show

a t t h e M e m o r i a l H a l l ,
Wanganui

O C T O B E R 8 t h - 9 t h 1 9 8 8

A special feature will be displays
from neighbouring societies and
special displays by club members.
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SHOW DATES 1988
T h o s e a v a i l a b l e s o f a r a r e —

Winter Shows

N E W Z E A L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

8th, 9th, 10th July
Mt. Albert War Memorial Hall, Auckland.

HA WKE'S BA Y ORCHID SOCIETY

9th July
Taradale Town Hall, Napier.

W E L L I N G T O N O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

16th, 17th July
Upper Hutt Civic Centre.

W A i K AT O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

24th July
Te Rape Racecourse, Hamilton.

Spring Shows
N O R T H S H O R E O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

19th-21st August
North Shore Training College Hall,
Akoranga Drive, Takapuna.

M A R L B O R O U G H O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
25th, 26th, 27th August
St. Christophers Hall, Redwoodtown

R O T O R U A O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
27th, 28th August
Soundshell, Rotorua

H O W I C K O R C H I D S O C I E T Y
27th, 28th August
Howick Community Centre

W H A N G A R E I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

2nd, 3rd, 4th September
Forum North, Whangarei.

O TA G O O R C H I D C L U B

3rd-4th September
St . Pe te rs Church Ha l l ,
H i l l s i d e R o a d , S o u t h D u n e d i n .

TA U P O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

9th, 10th, 11 th September
Memorial Hall, Tongariro Street, Taupo.

A U C K L A N D O R C H I D C L U B

9th, 10th, 11th September
H e n d e r s o n C i v i c C e n t r e

N O R T H O TA G O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

Wth, 11th September
R . S . A . H a l l , O a m a r u

TA U R A N G A O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

16th, 17th, 18th September
Greerton Hall, Cameron Road, Tauranga.

S O U T H A U C K L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

17th, 18th September
Papakura Community Centre, Great South
Road, Papakura.

N E W Z E A L A N D O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

23rd, 24th, 25th September
M t . A l b e r t Wa r M e m o r i a l H a l l , A u c k l a n d .

S O U T H TA R A N A K I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

24th, 25th September
Community Centre, Hawera.

M A N A W A T U O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

30th September-2nd October
Civic Complex, Palmerston North.

TA R A N A K I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

30th September-2nd October
St. Josephs Youth Centre,
Devon Street West, New Plymouth.

HA WKE'S BA Y ORCHID SOCIETY

30th September-2nd October
Indoor Stadium, Railway Road, Hastings.

W A I K AT O O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

30th September-2nd October
Te Rape Racecourse, Hamilton.

T H A M E S O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

30th September, 1st October
Wa r M e m o r i a l H a l l , T h a m e s .

PO VERTY BA Y EAST COAST ORCHID
S O C I E T Y

1st, 2nd October
Archery Club Hall, Disraeli Street, Gisborne.

C A N T E R B U R Y O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

1st, 2nd October

W A N G A N U I O R C H I D S O C I E T Y

8th, 9th October
Memorial Hall, Wanganui.
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C Y M B I D I U M S ' A U N A T U R E L '
J a n i c e L a r s e n

In the January/February 1986 edition of 'Orchids in New Zealand' A. A.
Haszard's art icle, 'A Case of National Poll ination and Germination of
Cymbidium Seed', caught my attention. Here was a description of one of the
great attractions of growing orchids —the element of the unexpected. It
reminded me of a somewhat similar experience which happened to us some
years ago, and which is now inextricably connected to the folklore of our
family.

In the early seventies, before we
had been really bitten by the orchid
bug, we were visiting some elderly
orchid-growing fr iends. Our young
daughter played outside for a while,
a n d t h e n r a n i n e x c i t e d l y w i t h a
cymbidium back bulb she had found
behind a greenhouse.

" T h r o w i t a w a y, i t ' s d i r t y " , s a i d
one of our friends, "Oh, let her keep
it", said the other, indulgently, not
wanting to spoil the child's pleasure.

So we brought the back bulb home,
tended it and watched the young
shoot grow into a handsome plant.
We b e c a m e o r c h i d e n t h u s i a s t s , o u r
collection grew, as did our knowledge
a n d e x p e r i e n c e , a n d o n e d a y w e
realised that our daughter's plant had
v i r u s ! W e h a r d e n e d o u r h e a r t s a n d
despite the spike of flowers it bore,
w e t h r e w t h e p l a n t d o w n i n t o t h e
b u s h o n o u r s e c t i o n . T h e r e t h e
bumble-bees found it and pollinated a
flower. The mon ths passed , and
finally someone noticed a fat seed
p o d , r e a d y t o b u r s t . We h a d h e a r d
that seed from virused plants does not
car ry the in fec t ion , and to tes t tha t
theory {and the one that orchids can
g e r m i n a t e w i t h o u t t h e h e l p o f
science) my husband let the seed
b l o w o n t o t h e s a w d u s t o n o u r
shadehouse floor. He thought no
more about the seeds until one day in
1 9 8 0 ( w e h a v e n o w l o s t t r a c k o f h o w
long this was after the seed was
sown) he noticed small orchid plants
o n t h e s a w d u s t fl o o r . H i s fi r s t
r e a c t i o n w a s t o w o n d e r w h o h a d
carelessly dropped meric lones on the

floor, but it didn't take him long to
realise the plants' true identity. There
were 5-6 short, sturdy plants with
long fat healthy roots, firmly anchored
in the sawdus t . They were then
rescued from the floor, potted up and
each was labelled with our daughter's
name 'Erna'. After five years of care,
the first plant flowered —as spidery as
a daddy-long-legs, and muddy pink,
b u t w i t h a b e a u t i f u l s c e n t w h i c h
attracted every bee that happened to
s l i p i n t o t h e s h a d e h o u s e . U n f o r t
unately, our daughter had already
travelled to Europe and missed the
long-awa i ted fi rs t flower ing . Las t
year, two more p lan ts flowered, one
an insignificant beige, but the other
the cu lminat ion o f a hybr id iser 's
fan tasy. The sp ike was ta l l and

Cym. Bumblebee's Choice
'Champagne Bubbles'
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perfectly straight and the blooms so
perfectly positioned, that I wished a
lot of our cut flower clones would take
n o t i c e . A s t a r w a s b o r n — a n d s t a r -
shaped it certainly was, but so eye
c a t c h i n g t h a t o r c h i d b u f f a n d
u n i n i t i a t e d v i s i t o r a l i k e c o u l d n o t
resist a second glance, and wanted to
know the story behind the bloom. The
p lan t was rechr is tened to some
t h i n g m u c h m o r e p r e t e n t i o u s l y
s u i t a b l e — B u m b l e b e e ' s C h o i c e
'Champagne Bubbles', and the photo
depicts it better than my words could
do. By the way, none of the seedlings
showed any sign of virus!

This story leads to a practical tip,
which some growers may like to try—
the raising of seedlings 'in the old
f a s h i o n e d w a y ' . M a n y a m a t e u r
growers would love to dabble in a bit
of impetuous hybridising, but do not
have the room to grow on even one
fl a s k o f l a b o r a t o r y p r o d u c e d
seedlings. Take the advice of T. H.
Marshall printed in the article 'Bright
Coloured Cymbid ium f rom Seed ' ,
which was published in 'The Orchid
R e v i e w ' , V o l u m e 8 9 , N o . 1 0 5 4 ,
A u g u s t 1 9 8 1 . H e s u g g e s t s
s c a t t e r i n g t h e s e e d o n t o l i v e
sphagnum moss growing around the
base of a host plant—a cattleya has
been just as effective for him as a
cymbidium and a box of spent mix and
o l d r o o t s a l s o w o r k e d w e l l . J u s t
remember to keep careful records of
your crosses and exactly where and
when each pod is sown. A seedling
without a name can be lovely, but it is
worthless,, especially if you flower an
a w a r d w i n n e r !

Producing a plant, which you have
nurtured from the day of pollination to
t h e m o m e n t w h e n t h e fi r s t b u d b u r s t s
open, gives a satisfaction which is
very hard to match. 28 Tinopai Road

Titirangi
A u c k l a n d

Longview Orchids
For Unsurpassed Quality

C Y M B I D I U M S
O v e r 1 2 0 v a r i e t i e s o f m i n i a t u r e s

Many new ones
Some unusual colours such as lavender, copper, suede,
c a r a m e l .

A lot of our varieties you will find are not listed anywhere
else and many are excellent for cut flower production.

P E N D U L O U S VA R I E T I E S A R E
O U R S P E C I A L I T Y

S t a n d a r d c u t fl o w e r a n d s h o w b e n c h v a r i e t i e s a l s o
a v a i l a b l e .

P H A L A E N O P S I S
These have become popular as a very rewarding
houseplant which can flower almost continuously, given
the right spot. In a heated greenhouse or conservatory a
fabulous display can be obtained without difficulty. We
carry a wide range of variet ies from huge spectacular
whites to tiny pinks, in all plant sizes.

C A T T L E Y A
A s e l e c t i o n o f s u p e r b m e r i c l o n e s - f M i n i c a t s a n d
compacts as well as some cool growing seedlings.

W e a l s o h a v e a s e l e c t i o n o f

M I LT O N I A . D E N D R O B I U M ,
O N C I D I U M , O D O N T O G L O S S U M

Send S.A.E. for our lists, or call on us when in Tauranga.
Er ic and Vor re i Jones

Longview Orchids
Main Waihi Road, Bethlehem,

R.D.I. , Tauranga
P h o n e ( 0 7 5 ) 8 3 - 9 7 3

N Z W I L D
O R C H I D S
T O U R
The beauty of our orchids Is well known
b u t f e w l o v e r s o f t h e s e , t h e m o s t
fascinating of NZ flowers, know where to
find them. Enjoy 10 days discovering the
finest accessible populations of the
widest possible range of South Island
o r c h i d s .

D e p a r t s C h r i s t c h u r c h N o v e m b e r 2 8
1 9 8 8 .

W r i t e n o w f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n .
Numbers limited to just 12 lucky persons.
N AT U R E D I S C O V E R I E S
Southem Her i tage Tours Ltd.
P . O . B o x 6 3 1 4
D u n e d i n .
Ph (024) 739-149.
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C y R T O S T Y L I S l l c i i i m n n i s

S?

Cryptosty/is reniformis
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Botanical Art is ts of New Zeaiand Orchids

15. ROBERT DESMOND FITZGERALD
( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 9 2 )

Ian St. George

"Thanks to you the Australian orchids are now better known than those of
any country outside Europe," wrote George Bentham of this man.

F i t z G e r a l d w a s a n I r i s h m a n w h o
arrived in Sydney in 1856. He was a
surveyor, but a dedicated naturalist
who successful ly br idged the gap
between amateur and professional
botanist, a man whose hobby attained
scientific standard and recognition. In
Sydney, within a radius of a mile, he
found sixty-two orchid species. He
described many orchids in scientific
journals, and even described one in
the Sydney Morn ing Hera ld . Two
o r c h i d s a r e n a m e d i n h i s h o n o u r .

His great work was his Austraiian
orchids, published between 1875 and
1894 in seven folio parts with 118
plates in all. The lithographic plates
a r e e x q u i s i t e , a n d i n c l u d e
enlargements of his dissections, the
drawings by FitzGerald himself, litho
graphed by the author and his friend
Arthur J. Stopps, and coloured by
v a r i o u s a r t i s t s . J . D . H o o k e r
considered it "a work which would be
an honour to any country and to any
Botanis t " . Fu l l ed i t ions are now very
r a r e , b u t t h e A u c k l a n d M u s e u m
Library has one. Many of the orchids
a r e o f c o u r s e s h a r e d w i t h N e w
Z e a l a n d , a n d t h e p l a t e s h o w s
A c i a n t h u s r e n i f o r m i s .

F i t z G e r a l d d e d i c a t e d t h e fi r s t
v o l u m e t o C h a r l e s D a r w i n . I n h i s
introduction he made some elegantly
argued points on self-fertilisation,
t h e r e b y s u p p o r t i n g D a r w i n ' s
evolutionary theories—

Pla te . Ac ian thus ren i fo rm is , handco loured
lithograph "From Nature by R. D. FitzGerald
FLS" and "On Stone by Arthur J. Stopps", ca
1880 . F rom R . D . F i t zGera ld ' s Aus t ra l i an
o r c h i d s .

"Mr Da rw in ' s p ropos i t i on rega rd ing ' t he
contrivances by which orchids are fertilized' is,
that they 'have for the i r main ob jects the
ferti l ization of each flower by the pollen of
another flower.' As far as I could investigate
the subject in Australia, I have not been able
altogether to verify this proposition: for though
the great major i ty appear to be f requent ly
impregnated by po l len b rought f rom o ther
flowers, I be l ieve they are a lso f requent ly
fertilized by their own .. . Closely allied species
of the same genus differ in this respect; but
through this di fference—this di fference and
connection—such species as Thelymitra carnea
and ixioides, in my opinion, strongly support Mr
Darwin 's theory of development. Much has
been made of 'design', which might be viewed
in different light, as adaptation. Certain parts of
plants and animals being wonderfully designed
(or adapted) for certain ends to the palpable
benefit of such plant or animal, it is argued that
their life or existence being dependant on such
design, they must have been so created. But
what, except inheritance, can account for the
extension of similar parts to others where they
a r e e v i d e n t l y u s e l e s s ? T h e fl o w e r s o f
Thelymitra ix io ides are of a beaut i fu l b lue
colour, and are borne in attractive spikes. In the
centre of each flower is placed the stigma or
female part of the flower; it resembles a shield,
covered with viscid matter. At the top of it is
inserted, in a notch, a little boss or button called
the ros te l l um, connec ted w i th wh ich , and
behind the stigma, are the pollen masses, and
on either side arms stretch out, supposed to
attract and guide to the rostellum. Touch this
rostellum, which is covered, as it were, with
glue, with the point of a pin, and then withdraw
it, and the pollen masses are at once withdrawn
from behind the st igma. Return the pol len
masses, now firmly attached to the point of the
pin, again into the flower, and the greater part
o f t h e m a d h e r e t o t h e v i s c i d s u r f a c e o f t h e
stigma, and the flower is fertilised. Such is the
process, and the only one, by which it can be
impregnated; but in nature the proboscis, or
some part of an insect, acts as the pin has done
in the experiment. Left to themselves, in a bell-
glass, not one flower of Thelymitra ixioides will
produce seed.

"Can there be a more perfect example of
predetermined design? The bright colour to
attract the insect—the arms to guide it-^the
projecting rostellum for it to touch—the viscid
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m a t t e r o n t h e r o s t e l l u m t o a d h e r e t o t h e
visitor—and the expanded shield-like stigma,
covered in its turn with gum to lay hold of the
pollen, when the insect either returns its head in
search o f honey o r v i s i t s ano ther flower,
perhaps on the same spike. What trace is there
of development? It is a well-adapted whole: a
whole adapted to one end.

"Now examine another species of the same
genus, Thelymitra carnea. The flowers are of a
bright pink. Here are the extended arms-the
shield-like stigma—the sticky rostellum and the
pollen masses behind the glutinous stigma; but
there is a slight modification; the pollen masses
are not only behind but over the stigma, and
crumble upon i t whi lst yet in bud, thereby
fertilizing the flower, which seldom opens, and
neve r un t i l a f t e r f e r t i l i za t i on . Wha t has become
of the picture of design? For what is the colour
in the flowers, seeing that they so rarely open,
and then to no purpose? For what are the arms?
What use is the rostellum? Without their aid,
Thelymitra carnea is far more fertile than T.
ixioides, in fact, every flower produces seed.
Why are all those parts, so necessary in T.
ixioides, present in T. carnea? Can they be
accounted for by any other explanation than
relationship through inheritance?".

45 Cargill Street
D u n e d i n

B O O K R E V I E W
"Modern Orchid Growing for

P l e a s u r e a n d P r o fi t "
Editor: Wayne K. Harris
P u b l i s h e r : O r c h i d C l u b o f S o u t h

Australia Inc., 1987 $A19.50 from
Orchid Club of South Australia Inc.,
Box 730, G.P.O. Australia 5001,
South Aus t ra l ia .
T h i s v o l u m e c o n s i s t s o f t h e

lectures given at the 10th Australian
Orch id Confe rence 1986 . I t con ta ins
m u c h u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n , a i m e d
perhaps more at the experienced
grower or the commercial grower,
rather than the beginner or those with
"just a few plants on the porch".

The book is divided into five major
s e c t i o n s . T h e fi r s t o n e d e a l s w i t h
C y m b i d i u m s , w i t h a l o o k a t a
commercial operation in South Africa
and a review of Australian hybridising
in this genus. The highly automated
and technical approach to cut-flower

production in Holland is discussed in
detail, followed by a look at the Gallup
and Stribling operation in California.
T h e D u t c h a t t i t u d e t o t h e fl o w e r t r a d e
is covered, and the section ends with
a paper on the very different Japanese
way with Cymbidiums.

T h e s e c o n d s e c t i o n c o v e r s
A u s t r a l i a n n a t i v e o r c h i d s . W i t h t h e
exception of one paper on hybridising
and growing Austral ian epiphytes,
which will interest many New Zealand
growers, the remaining five articles
deal wi th terrestr ia l orchids and thus
a r e a i m e d a t a l i m i t e d , b u t
enthusiast ic , market . There are some
excellent papers in this section.

S e c t i o n T h r e e c o v e r s t h e v e x e d
question of orchid conservation. One
paper examines the problems involved
i n t h i s m a t t e r , a s e c o n d l o o k s a t
practical aspects as practiced at Kew
Gardens . Mex i can o r ch ids , t he i r
hab i ta ts and cu l t i va t ion are fo l lowed
by a review of the Paphiopedilum
species introduced to cultivation over
the past decade. The section closes
with an article on endemic species
from the Philippines, with emphasis
on Phalaenopsis.

Section Four covers a miscellany
including a most useful paper on
growing the Odontoglossum alliance
in Northern California, a look at the
co lour fu l smal l -g rowing Cat t leyas
popular in Japan, and a history and
description of the orchid cut-flower
industry in Thailand.

T h e fi n a l s e c t i o n c o v e r s o r c h i d
judging, with papers presenting views
on judging from the U.S.A., the U.K.,
New Zealand and Austral ia. Needless
to say, there are some forthrightly
expressed opinions here!

The book contains thirty pages of
colour illustrations, some of good
quality, others rather disappointing.
There are numerous b lack and whi te
illustrations, which are also variable in
qua l i t y. A t 152 pages , t he book
represents good value for money.

N . C . M i l l e r
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Good old blood &
bone... In a natural
organic liquid.
'k Easy to use k Effective
k Economical

i

Used by enthusiastic
orchid growers around the

world for almost thirty years. Nitrosol is a
complete balanced plant food, based upon

good old blood and bone, with an N.P.K. of 8.i6.,
and a pH of 5.8, and two key growth promotants, which

together help to ensure the best quality flowers.
Very economical and easy to use, Nitrosol is available in a

convenient range of sizes to suit every need from 500ml
plastic bottles right up to 200 litre drums.
Nitrosol can be purchased from garden

centres horticultural suply
n J J m e r c h a n t s , o r d i r e c t f r o mRecommended the factory,
and used by
Eion Scarrow

RURAL RESEARCH LIMITED,
PO BOX 28-013, AUCKLAND,

TELEPHONE (085) 58-098 m m s s a
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in Orchid tying
Straight Spikes

StemGrip ensures true straight
spike growth. Straight spikes are
easier to pack and fetch a higher
market price.

i n d e s t r u c t i b l e

StemGrip is made of special
plastic that is not affected by ultra
violet light. It will remain soft and
flexible for years.

Damage Free
StemGrip has been carefully

designed to hold the spikes securely
without damaging or distorting
growth. Nor can larger adjacent
spikes be damaged by its line.

Greatly Reduced Labour Costs
StemGrip is only adjusted twice

o n e a c h s t e m . O n c e t o s e c u r e t h e
budding spike and later to grip an
upper bud. StemGrip can be hooked
a n d u n h o o k e d i n s e c o n d s . M i n o r
adjustments to the elastic string ten
sion can be made without disturbing
the spike.

At cutting simply unhook the
StemGrip and the spike is free. The
StemGrip is left hanging ready for
the next budding spike
or quickly removed from .
o v e r - h e a d w i r e . ( . o '

K i w i O r c h i d s N e w Z e a l a n d L t d .
P.O. Box 108, Nelson, New Zealand.Phone 1054) 79-539
Rease send me thousand StemGrips @) $NZ66.00 per thousand GST
inclusive. (Only sold in lots of one thousand).
Enclosed is my cheque or money order to the value of S

A d d r e s s

Signed ..

Elastic: New improved lycra/nylon elastic now
available from Neatfit International Ltd,

P.O. Box 201,
Lev in . Phone 86-276 .

Qnp



N o r m P o r t e r O r c h i d s
* C Y M B I D I U M S

Flowering size plants available from Nursery or sent anywhere in New
Zealand by Newmans Bus—Depot to Door Service ... $ 16-$30 each

Seedling and Mericlone Flasks—Wide selection including Mini and
Standards to suit the hobbyist and commercial grower.

S C E N T E D T E T R A P L O I D I N T E R M E D I A T E C Y M B I D I U M S F O R
M O T H E R ' S D A Y

Dear Lisa 'Champagne' (Amesbury x Peter Pan—scented, rich ivory
champagne intermediate 10-14 blooms. Very prol ific and free
blooming. Very pretty lip with lemon centre.

Last Chance 'Autumn Glory' 4N—scented, light rose pink, lip spotted
with rose pink, up to 16 blooms on straight spike. Ideal florists. Very
highly scented.

Sue' Autumn Sunset' (Showgirl x Peter Pan)-light yellow with deeper
wine flush at base of petals. Tall spike, 12-16 blooms. Bright scarlet
lip, to give a showy contrast, scented.

These all flower in April-May and are potted in BOOcc pots, having a
minimum of one green bulb and growth, to flower next year.

$ 1 2 . 0 0 e a c h o r t h e t h r e e f o r $ 3 0 . 0 0

« IN SEASON: CATTLEYA, PHALAENOPSIS AND PAPHIOPEDILUM
PLANTS IN FLOWER, ALSO YOUNGER PLANTS ... $ 10-$40 each

Send for free catalogue
All prices include GST
S e n d t o —

N O R M P O R T E R
" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

Nursery—23 Parata Street, Waikanae
(Parata Street is opposite Woolworths)

P h o n e ( 0 5 8 ) 3 6 - 9 7 7
Hours—Tuesday-Saturday 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is Open
Sundays and Public Holidays
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C H A M P I O N

FERTILISER DISPENSER
The ideal addition to your orchid
c o l l e c t i o n .

The advantages of using Fert-O-Mat.
Easy to fit, simple to use, fertilise as
you water, even distribution of
fertiliser, use with any watering
system, quick, convenient with
e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . U n i t c o m e s
complete with fertiliser plugs in initial
purchase price.
Orchid experts agree orchids do best
with regular soluble fertiliser feeds of
fairly low strength.

Two analysis of fertiliser available—
"Quick Green" corresponds to the
U . S . r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f o r o r c h i d s o f
3 0 - 1 0 - 1 0 o r N . Z . 3 0 - 5 - 8 .

"General Purpose" corresponds closely to the U.S. 10-10-10 for
orchids in spike (generally known as the blossom booster).

Fert-O-Mat provides the three main elements N.P.K. in the proportions
recommended by both U.S. and N.Z. Orchid experts for orchids
(American Orchid Society Bulletin, N.Z. Orchid Review, Department
Scientific & Industrial Research, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries).
B o t h f o r m u l a o f f e r t i l i s e r c o n t a i n e s s e n t i a l t r a c e e l e m e n t s .
For best results use Fert-O-Mat with every watering. Quick Green is
recommended for spring/summer growth. General Purpose blossom
t i m e .

Fert-O-Mat is also highly recommended for use in flower and vegetable
gardening. Use Fert-O-Mat and judge the results for yourself.

A U S T R A L A S I A N I M P O R T S L T D .
P . O . B o x 5 3 - 0 3 4 P h o n e 2 7 5 - 4 9 6 3
Auckland Airport



F r a m e a
fl o w e r
picture frame
Makes a lovely, inexpensive gift.
The stand of the picture frame is slotted to
hold a plastic phial of water. Simply place
stem of selected flower in phial and hey
presto a delightfully attractive, natural, eye
catching display is created!
Frames come in 3 co lours—GOLD,
SILVER, BLACK. Black velvet backing
accentuates the beauty of the bloom. Frames
available from your local society's branch or
d i r e c t f r o m P O R T A S C R E E N S L T D .
PRICE 822 including CST, packaging,
postage.

H O W T O A S S E M B L E -

1 . P i c t u r e f r a m e
2. Slip plastic phitd through hole in front of picture frame into
3 . s l o t t e d s t a n d w h i c h fi t s i n t o h o l d e r a t t a c h e d t o b a c k o f f r a m e

All parts are now secured and ready for use.

® \ 2

Please supply
I "Frame-A-Flower" Picture Frames

(please print)

□ COLD □ BLACK
(indicate colour)

Cheque enclosed for 8

Por ta Screens L td .
P.O. Box 51, Otaki



PORTRAITS OF NEW ZEALAND ORCHID SPECIES

Drymoanthus adversus, formerly included in
the genus Sarcochilus, is a small, tufted
epiphyte which produces racemes of tiny
green ish flowers , o f ten red flecked, In la te
spring. They often set capsules well, and

these last on the plant for some time.

To p — p l a n t w i t h h a n g i n g
r a c e m e s .

C e n t r e — a s i n g l e f l o w e r
showing sh in ing po l len
cap, fleshy, cupped l ip,
and pinkish markings.

B e l o w — a g o o d s e t o f
capsu les .

Photography: Bob Goodger


