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E D I T O R I A L
Now that our readers have similar plea by quoting these lines

returned, refreshed, from their penned by J. C. Loudon, editor of
summer holidays, this seems an The Gardener's- Magazine' in
o p p o r t u n e t i m e t o s o l i c i t a f r e s h 1 8 2 6 . W e f e e l t h a t w h a t h e
supply of articles for "Orchids in wrote 161 years ago is still very
N e w Z e a l a n d " . v a l i d . H e i n v i t e d

For sorne time we have been "gn those who take an interest
fortunate in having a stockpile of in gardening to assist us by .. .
material awaiting publication, but information on every subject
this information mountain', is connected with the work. We
dwindling (unlike the butter especiaiiy invite practicaimountains or wine lakes' of gardeners to come forward . . .
Europe). If you grow orchids, you Let them not make excuses as tomust surely have something ^gnt of styie. etc., but fix on a
interesting to put down on paper! and begin at once, and

We n o t e t h a t o t h e r, m o r e w r i t e s t r a i g h t o n t o t h e e n d ,
illustrious journals have the same regardiess of anything but the
problem. A recent issue of 'The correctness of their statements.
Garden'—the Journal of the Royal This done once or twice, a good
Horticultural Society, ended a styie wiii develop of itseiff"

C O N Z E D N E W S
N a t i o n a l

Raffle Report
Congratulations to the winners who
w e r e :

1 St Prize: T. Nienkemper, 68 Western
Hills Drive, Whangarei, Tkt. 102161

2nd Pr ize : J .J . Newton, Awahur i
Road, Feilding, Tkt 130616

3rd Prize: Mrs P. Forde, 2/84 Long
Drive, St. Hel iers, Auck.,
T k t . 1 4 9 4 4 7

T h a n k y o u t o a l l t h e m e m b e r
societ ies who part ic ipated in th is
raffle. The final figure is not known at
this time as we still have to audit the
books sold and present a report to
c o u n c i l .

Twenty five societies sold all of
t h e i r b o o k s b u t i t w a s a l i t t l e
d i s a p p o i n t i n g t h a t o n l y s e v e n
societies sold more than their quota,
a n d t w o s o c i e t i e s e l e c t e d n o t t o

support the raffle at all. With a little
e x t r a e f f o r t f r o m t h e s e a r e a s t h e r a f fl e
w o u l d h a v e b e e n a n e v e n m o r e
s u c c e s s f u l e v e n t a n d w o u l d h a v e
s h o w n t h e r e w a s a l o t o f e n t h u s i a s m
and support for the Orchid Council.
However, we have all learnt a lot from
t h i s e x c e r c i s e .

In particular, I would like to thank
t h e t h r e e n o n - a f fi l i a t e d s o c i e t i e s f o r
h e l p i n g : S t r a t f o r d & D i s t r i c t s ,
Hibiscus Coast Orchid Society and
To k o r o a & D i s t r i c t s ( 5 0 b o o k s f r o m
18 members - not bad!), also to Ron
Maunder who promoted this raffle
wherever he went. The Society who
s o l d t h e m o s t t i c k e t s o n a m e m b e r
percentage basis was Bay of Islands
w h o w o r k e d e x t r a h a r d u n d e r t h e
helm of Mr & Mrs Bob Douglas who
w e r e t h e S o c i e t y ' s d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f fi c e r s . To a l l t h o s e m e m b e r s w h o
s a t o u t s i d e s u p e r m a r k e t s a n d
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shopping malls, a very special thank
you. Thank you also to the four
S o c i e t i e s w h o w a i v e d t h e i r
c o m m i s s i o n a n d t o t h o s e s o c i e t i e s
that purchased the unsold tickets out
of their quota. This certainly made my
j o b a l o t e a s i e r a n d o f c o u r s e ,
increased the total sales. A very
special thanks to Mrs Marion Wright,
M r s B e t t y Va n c e , M r s M a r g a r e t
Liddell and Mrs Shirley Gray for the
c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d c l o s e c o n t a c t
throughout which was very much
appreciated.

Syd Wray
Raffle Organiser

Overseas Speakers
T r a v e l F u n d

T h e n e w l y s e t u p O v e r s e a s
S p e a k e r s T r a v e l F u n d i s n o w
established, with several large three
or four figure sums promised or
donated by Societies.

This special account has been set
up by OCNZ with the intention of
bringing top overseas speakers to
New Zealand. Speakers will tour the
country with engagements in regional
centres, where a small door charge
will be made to replenish the fund. It
is intended to vary the regions visited
with each tour so a wide coverage of
Societ ies can be made. Societ ies wi l l
be encouraged to organise bus trips to
t h e i r n e a r e s t v e n u e w h e n n o t
t h e m s e l v e s o n t h e c u r r e n t t o u r .

Any Societies wanting to loan or
donate surplus funds to this fund or
requiring further information, should
w r i t e t o t h e O C N Z S e c r e t a r y o r
Execut ive Member Mrs Edna Newton,
'Lauridale', Awahiri Road, Feilding.

I f suffic ient funds come in , two or
three speakers could be arranged for
1 9 8 7 .

Sanders Hybrid Lists
To encourage a greater interest and

knowledge in orchid growing in New
Z e a l a n d , t h e O C N Z E x e c u t i v e h a s
decided to investigate bulk buying
Sanders List of Orchid Hybrids for
Society L ibrar ies, Judges or any
interested growers.

T h e s e b o o k s a r e s p e c i a l i s t
r e f e r e n c e b o o k s f o r g r o w e r s
interested in hybridizing and tracing
parentage of orchid crosses.

T h e fi v e v o l u m e s u s u a l l y c o s t
$ L I S 2 5 e a c h o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$NZ250 plus freight. By bulk buying,
w e c a n g e t a 1 0 % d i s c o u n t o r
$25.00 plus saving. You will never
get them cheaper! The books record
all orchid hybrids registered with the
RMS from early days to 1 980, with a
6th volume for 1981-1985 currently
at the printer (would be an extra cost).
Information includes parentage back
to species of all orchid hybrids, name
a n d a d d r e s s o f h y b r i d i z e r, d a t e
registered and in latter volumes a
record o f wh ich paren t was pod
parent ( female). A concise l ist of
g e n e r a m a k i n g u p m u l t i - g e n e r i c
hybrids is also given. The books have
no p ic tures, are not ava i lab le in
bookshops and have excellent resale
value! Please order your sets (or
individual volumes) through your local
Society Secretary, so Council can get
a n a c c o u n t t o y o u .

Orders will also be taken for the 6th
v o l u m e , w h i c h w i l l b e b u l k o r d e r e d
later. Secretaries please note—this
o f f e r c l o s e s w i t h O C N Z S e c r e t a r y,
M r s P. M a r t i n , 3 M o r r i s s P l a c e ,
Cambridge, on the 10th March 1 987.
Late orders not accepted.

O r d e r s f o r t h e 1 9 8 5 r e v i s e d
" H a n d b o o k o n O r c h i d N o m e n c l a t u r e
and Reg is t ra t i on " , app rox ima te l y
$NZ10 and "Sanders Orch id Gu ide" ,
approximately $NZ40 are also being
taken—these also subject to a good
discount i f sufficient orders received.

Be ready to pay during April!
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W e T r i e d i t — W e L i k e I t !
Caryl Sellers

Open your latest American Orchid Society Bulletin, and you will see an
advertisement for New Zealand Sphagnum Moss, also called "Super Miracle
Moss"—and I quote: "The most special and fantastic product to grow orchids,
used by the majority of professional growers in Hawaii and the Far East".

WELL, you may think, I've been using local sphagnum for years, and all I
have successfuly cultivated are garlic snails which thrive in the stuff and eat all
of the new roots of my orchids! I tend to agree with you—please read on . . .

At the 2nd N.Z. International Orchid joy, not one garlic snail, and, four
Conference, held at Wellington in bales later, my tally of snails is still nil!
1985, I had the pleasure of meeting i-poss is a truly wonderful
some very interesting people, one of potting medium —much quicker,
whorn was Makoto Hanajima of cleaner and easier to use than ^
Hanajima s Orchids Co. Limited, bark—fabulous for freighting plants,
Japan. As you iriay already know, lighter, easier to pack and less messy,
Makoto IS a well known grower and the obvious advantage that
hybridiser of my favourite plants grow wonderfully in moss. It
orchids —Cattleyas —and I was has been generally known for a long
intrigued when he asked rne why New time that any sick plants should beZealand growers didn t use transferred to sphagnum moss to
Sphagnum Moss as a potting medium, promote root growth-well, try this

I didn't have any reasonable answer on a healthy plant, and, of course, it
to this one, and as I was about to races awayl
make a change in my potting medium, ^ couple of words of caution,
I decided to investigate further, however, to those of you who, like
Makoto assured me that many rne, want to leap in off the deep
Japanese orchid growers use moss as grid
a p o t t i n g m e d i u m , a n d i t i s a l l ^
imported from New Zealand. I called During the winter, we kept our
up some contacts on the West Coast cattleyas fairly much on the d^
of the South Island and found that it side—if the moss was dry but the
was possible to buy this moss by the weather rainy and cold we held off
bale. It cost ME more freight per bale watering until a fine day. We also
to Waiuku than it cost Makoto to iTiade sure there were no draughts in
Japan-but I was undaunted, and our greenhouses-we all know thatsoon after the Conference I began my cattleyas that are kept wet and cold ^
potting marathon. are not long for this world.

The first important thing I found out '̂ ^w that Spririg is in the air, we are
was that the moss which is exported watering more frequently, although
overseas (the same that I buy) is far ensuring that the plants are
different from that found in swamps undergoing a wet and dry cycle— not
in the North Island. It is dried before constantly wet.
pack ing and used d ry fo r po t t i ng , then Feed ing p lan ts g row ing in
w a t e r e d . T h i s m o s s , w h e n w a t e r e d , s p h a g n u m m o s s c a n p r e s e n t
b e c o m e s w e t l M y p r e v i o u s p r o b l e m s . O r g a n i c f e r t i l i s e r i s a n o -
experience with North Island moss no, as it tends to form a black sludge
was that, once dried, it took an awful over the top of the moss which
amount of soaking to become wet prevents fresh air movement around
again—so far, so good. In the months the roots. There is a school of
that followed, I found, to my great thought that cattleyas growing in
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sphagnum do not need fer t i l i ser,
however, I am not quite that radical,
and am using Peters All Purpose with
pleasing results. Peters fertiliser has
been used world-wide for years, but
has just recently hit the New Zealand
market. If you feel that you would like
t o t r y s p h a g n u m a s a g r o w i n g
medium, I would be happy to answer
any of your queries to the best of my
ability—I am by no means an expert,
but we have been using West Coast
sphagnum for just over a year, and are
really pleased with the results.

The Cattleya Sellers
R . D . 2 .

W a i u k u

N O T E S F R O M
A P O R O S T Y L I S

Taihape, populat ion 2,000—four
s q u a r e o n t h e M a i n Tr u n k l i n e l
W h a t ' s i t f a m o u s f o r ? F r o s t s I
Gumboot capital of N.Z.I Where a
s leepy OCNZ Execu t i ve member
camped the night in the rubbish tip!
U n s t a b l e h i l l s i d e s a b o v e t h e t o w n l
Hospitalityl

N o w i t s o r c h i d s t h a t a r e t h e
a t t r a c t i o n t h e r e . L a t e s t n e w s f r o m
travelling ambassador Ron Maunder,
is that an Orchid Society has been set
up for two or three months, with
3 0 - 4 0 m e m b e r s a n d r e p o r t s o f
another 20 potential members from
nearby Mangaweka . Ron repor ts
great enthusiasm, and hospi ta l i ty
f r o m t h o s e c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s h e
m e t a t a h a s t i l y a r r a n g e d n i g h t
meeting. "They even came back next
m o r n i n g f o r a p o t t i n g
d e m o n s t r a t i o n " , h e s a i d ! C a n a d i a n ,
Chinese and Maori accents made for a
really cosmopolitan atmosphere
t h e r e .

They meet on 3rd Thursday nights
in the loca l Cour t House a t p resen t
and have already staged a display in
t h e t o w n . To n y E l l i s , t h e l o c a l

P roba t i on O ffice r (nex t t o t he Cour t
H o u s e ) i s S e c r e t a r y — P h o n e
(0658) 80-855 A/H and Mrs Meagan
W i l s o n i s P r e s i d e n t — P h o n e
( 0 6 5 8 ) 8 1 - 1 5 3 .

Any potential speaker or enthusiast
passing through should contact these
p e o p l e .

Reports are coming in of another
orchid group forming in Whangamata.
Whangamata is a picturesque and
popular seaside resort on the Pacific
C o a s t o f C o r o m a n d e l P e n i n s u l a — n o t
f a r f r o m t h e e q u a l l y p o p u l a r
ne ighbour ing Tai rua and Pauanui
r e s o r t s .

Imported flasks. Do you have any
trouble with plants in imported flasks
collapsing on arrival or within a week
o r t w o w h e n l e f t i n t h e fl a s k ? S e v e r a l
people are. Symptoms are plants in
flask going black and then brown/
t r a n s p a r e n t — a l m o s t o v e r n i g h t .
C o m m o n f a c t o r s i n c l u d e

( 1 ) fl a s k s / t e s t t u b e s m a d e f r o m
plastic;

(2) coming from Northern Hemisphere
by air;

(3) always unvented (no breather hole
w i th co t ton woo l ) ;

(4) not all flasks affected;
(5) plants have often been in flask for

six months or more;
(6) no sign of contamination in flask;
(7) sound of air escaping (pressure)

w h e n l i d r e m o v e d .

T h e o r i e s a s t o t h e c a u s e a r e v a r i e d
—CO2 build up, ethylene build up,
change in temperature and pressure
causes problems, pH of media going
acid in old media and killing plants,
a n d t o x i c v a p o u r e s c a p i n g f r o m
plastic container.

If you have any answers or theories
or have observed these symptoms in
normal vented glass flasks, please
drop the Editor a line so we can try to
solve the problem.
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P̂UKEKURA CORNER
Where did all the Red come from?

or has Cymb.i'ansonii Rolfe been overlooked?
George Fuller

I wonder how many of the multitude who ogle over the latest developments
in the field of cymbidium breeding stop at any time to ponder over where the
special attribute they are admiring, or perhaps a fault that they are criticising
actually originated? Not many would think to go beyond the immediate parents
of the particular hybrid and it seems precious few would dare to go back to the
species (the wild ones) where it all began, yet it is only by going back so far that
we can have a full understanding of how far breeding has moved. This
knowledge is a precious tool in influencing the direction of future breeding,
especially if imagination and flare are to flourish, but the subject of future
direction is a very complex one, for I see four quite distinct categories into
which cymbidiums fal l and there are requirements in each which are
incompatible with those in others.

C o r n m e r c i a l c u t fl o w e r u s e w i t h a s i n fl u e n c e s t o w a r d s r e d i n t h e
v e r y p r e s c r i b e d r e q u i r e m e n t s h a s n o w s t a n d a r d s i z e h a v e o t h e r
become big business even in New characteristics which have not always
Zealand and follows a course of its endeared them to purist breeders but
own, distinct from the other large and there is one mystery species about
very rigid grouping, that of exhibition which there appears to be a great deal
which has as its objective not so of confusion and that is C.i'ansonii.
much monitary gain as the obtaining Even the spelling and pronunciation of
of awards. The other two interests the name have fooled generations and
centre around decorative virtue, one that is only a part of a very interesting
on the home scale and the other story,
pub l i c d isp lay. Wi th in these four
categories there is some overlap and I feel that this species may be the
enormous scope for experimentation missing link in strengthening red
but recent experience has indicated colouration.
that a knowledge of the input of each ^hile training In England in the late ''
species Will be helpful in the breeding fogies and early fifties I had the great
trends in any of the four. fortune to work with and meet old

Let's take just the colour as one men who had lived through and could
factor. Red has always been strongly relate experiences from the entire
sought after in al l categories of history of cymbidium breeding. How
cymbidiums and there are now many unfortunate that I had no means of
fine examples. Hands up those who recording the conversations of Fred K.
know where it comes from? There are Sander, Arthur Conningsby and
no species of cymbidium which could others and did not think to write down
be described as strongly red, with the their tales. Certain points I do
exception of the miniature C. pumilum remember, however, and amongst
wh ich has on ly re la t i ve ly recen t l y them was the e lement o f g rea t
been introduced into breeding. Those uncertainty that was generated when
which have what could be descr ibed a p lant sa id to be C. / 'ar ison/ /flowered
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in 1954. Amongst a gather ing of
experts here was a very important
b r e e d e r w h i c h h a d b e e n i n c u l t i v a t i o n
for over 40 years yet there was still no
r e s o l u t i o n o v e r w h e t h e r i t w a s a
spec ies o r a hyb r id be tween C .
l o w i a n u m a n d C . t r a c y a n u m o r
anything else for that matter. I had
b e c o m e u s e d t o t h e s e i d o l s a t S a n d e r s
be ing ab le to iden t i f y even ra re
species out of flower almost with their
eyes closed and I recall being quite
mystified at their collective confusion,
b u t f o r t u n a t e l y I w a s a b l e t o
photograph the plant in colour on film
ifor which I had to chase all over
L o n d o n s o a t l e a s t I o b t a i n e d a v i s u a l
record which has proved very useful
s i n c e .

These were the heady days just
a f ter the war when the power fu l
influences of C. Ceres'F. J. Hanbury'
a n d C , A l e x a n d e r i ' W e s t o n b i r t ' w e r e
rocking the cymbidium wor ld and
good reds were very slowly beginning
to appear, largely in the progeny of
the former. I t is worthy of note here
that of all parents used in breeding up
t o 1 9 4 6 , i n c l u d i n g s p e c i e s , C .
Alexanderi (C. eburneo-lowianum x C.
insigne 1911) had been used 127
t i m e s , 0 . C e r e s ( C . i ' a n s o n i i x C .
i n s i g n e 1 9 1 9 ) 8 4 t i m e s a n d C .
Pauwelsii (C. lowianum x C. insigne
1911) 71 times. There is a big drop
to the next contender, so we can see
the importance of C. Ceres.

F r o m 1 8 8 9 u n t i l 1 9 8 0 , C . i ' a n s o n i i
h a d b e e n u s e d 2 9 t i m e s i n
h y b r i d i s i n g , n e v e r m o r e t h a n 3
hybrids occurring in any one year. As
a comparison, over the same period,
C. insigne had been used 77 times
peaking at 7 recorded in 1914 but
this is well behind C. pumiium which
has 1 55 hybrids recorded. No less
than 26 appeared in 1966 though the
first was only in 1942. It could be
concluded from these figures that
considering its potential, C.i'ansonii
seems to have been a very under-used
species, the last hybrid having been
registered in 1966.

On looking back, it now seems very
strange that no hybridising was done
w i t h t h e p l a n t o f C . i ' a n s o n i i w h i c h
mysteriously appeared in the Sander
c o l l e c t i o n i n 1 9 5 4 b e c a u s e i t w a s
w e l l k n o w n t h a t C . C e r e s w a s
producing strong colours and this
Qpuld mainly be attr ibuted to the
i n fl u e n c e o f C . i ' a n s o n i i . O n e w o u l d
have expected the re-appearance of
t h i s r a r e ' s p e c i e s ' t o b e a n
opportunity for re-introduction but I
s u p p o s e t h a t t h e n , a s n o w , e v e n
s o m e o f t h e k e e n e s t b r e e d e r s w e r e
afflicted with tunnel vision which only
projected 'forward' and precluded any
glance back over the shoulder.

The whole story of C.i'ansonii \s so
intriguing and anyone interested is
w e l l a d v i s e d t o r e f e r t o t h e s e c t i o n o n
'History of the Species' in Rentoul's
1 9 8 0 b o o k , ' G r o w i n g
Orchids—Cymbidiums and Slippers'.
H e c o v e r s t h e s u b j e c t q u i t e
thoroughly and discloses that it was
i m p o r t e d f r o m B u r m a w i t h C .
tracyanum originally at about the turn
of the century and later from Thailand.
H e a l s o p r o v i d e s a v e r y g o o d
i l l u s t r a t i o n w h i c h c o i n c i d e s w e l l w i t h
my 1954 photograph.

A n o t h e r w r i t e r , I r e n e L o h s c h u t z
s u g g e s t s a d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e o f
in t roduc t ion , i n 'The Orch id Journa l '
of November 1953. Here it is said to
have come in with a shipment of C.
lowianum and was later collected by
George TAnson (goodness knows
how that is pronounced) in Upper
Burma. In a very interesting table of
in t roduc t ion in the same ar t i c le , the
year of discovery by an unknown
person is given as 1900 and the first
introduction by Hugh Low and Co., in
1911. It was obviously destined from
the outset to be a mystery species.

After 1954 my next encounter was
in 1971 and it turned out to be equally
myster ious and f rust rat ing. Whi le
visiting the glasshouse displays at
Wanganui, I noticed with excitement,
an unlabelled plant in flower which I
c o u l d n ' t c o n t e m p l a t e a s b e i n g
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Cym. ceres 'F, J, Hanbury'
Note the erect habit, good form and strong
colour which made it a very important breeder.

A remarkable advance for a primary hybrid.
AH Photography: G. Fuller

a n y t h i n g o t h e r t h a n t h e e l u s i v e
C.i'ansonii. Enquiries revealed that
some years previously, vandals had
destroyed a number of labels and the
name and origin of this plant was now
u n k n o w n ! A t l e a s t t h e c o n f u s i o n w a s
historically consistent with it being
C . i ' a n s o n i i .

My request for a piece on grounds
o f r e s e a r c h w a s m e t i n g e n e r o u s
manner and I was able to carry out
self pollination with the objective of
determining whether in fact this was
C . i ' a n s o n i i b y s t u d y i n g t h e
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a r a n g e o f
seedlings. When they flowered, I was
very relieved to find that they showed
very little variation from the parent
a n d t h i s a p p l i e d t o fl o w e r
character is t ics, colour, season, habi t ,
everything—they were indeed l ike
peas from a pod.

With admittedly limited knowledge
of taxonomy and genetics, this
s e e m e d t o i n d i c a t e t o m e t h a t t w o
conclus ions could be drawn—
(a) The p lant I had found in

Wanganui was in fact C.i'ansonii.
(b) That C.i'ansonii is true breeding

with absolutely minimal variation in
seedlings from a selfing and
therefore not of hybrid origin. Nor
would it appear to be a varietal form
of another species as has been
s u g g e s t e d , f o r i t s i n h e r e n t
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a s t o c o l o u r ,
pa r t i cu l a r l y t ha t o f t he l i p ,
pseudobulb shape and colour, the
presence of sub-tending bracts to
the flowers, leaf shape and general
habit are quite notably distinctive
and unique.
I n 1 9 8 0 a t t h e A u c k l a n d

Conference, fur ther ver ificat ion came
when a person, whose name I have
now forgotten, showed me a plant
labelled C.i'ansonii and having all the
characteristics of the Wanganui plant
o f wh i ch i t cou ld we l l have been a
div is ion. On the same occas ion, J im
R e n t o u l w a s o v e r h e r e a n d w a s
satisfied that we were now all talking
a b o u t t h e s e e m i n g l y l o n g - l o s t
C . i ' a n s o n i i a n d t h a t i t s h o u l d b e
regarded as a species in its own right.

One of my current concerns is that
botanists now seem to be regarding
C . i ' a n s o n i i a s a v a r i e t y o f C .
lowianum. It certainly is more like this

C/m.i 'ansoni i
Six seedlings resulting from the selfing of the

u p p e r c l o n e .
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Cym.i 'ansoni i
Unopened buds. Note density of colour even at
this stage, and presence of bracts which may

be up to 25mm (1") long.

species than any other but as far as I
can determine I t responds as a t rue
species.

To take matters a stage further, I
will repeat a selfing using either two
seedlings or one of the seedlings and
the original parent that I selfed to
produce them. Has any geneticist any
t h e o r i e s a b o u t t h i s ? I t i s v e r y
important that such matters are tidied
up and botanists have a ser ious
responsibi l i ty to ensure that their
deliberations are very well founded,
especially where use for hybridising is
i n v o l v e d . W e r u n t h e r i s k o f a
repetition of a predicament faced by
Si r Jeremiah Colman as recorded in
1931, in his forward to Sanders List
of Orchid Hybrids and involving this
very species.

Sir Jeremiah, who made his fortune
f r o m C o l m a n ' s m u s t a r d , o w n e d a n
e s t a t e c a l l e d G a t t o n P a r k a n d w a s
well known in the early part of this
century as an orchid breeder, many of

Cym.i 'ansoni l
Semi-pendulous. Note density of colouring,
pale labellum, and pale lip marking formed of

characteristic parallel lines.

his hybrids being named after his
e s t a t e . H e c r o s s e d C . l o w i a n u m a n d
C. tracyanum and instead of calling it
C.i'ansonii, in conformity with learned
thinking of the time, called the hybrid
C.Gattonense, thus arousing protests
from the botanists of the day at
whose behest he reluctantly changed
t h e n a m e t o C . i ' a n s o n i i a n d t h e n
released plants. Subsequently, when
the two flowered simultaneously it
w a s c o n c e d e d t h a t a m i s t a k e h a d
b e e n m a d e a n d t h e n a m e C .
G a t t o n e n s e w a s r e i n s t a t e d b u t i n t h e
meantime hybrids had been made
using it under the name of C.i'ansonii,
thus placing in doubt the authenticity
of early hybrids claiming this species
as one of the parents. This doesn't
make the task of tracing the influence
of C.i'ansonii in breeding any easier,
of course, especially if C. Ceres 'F.J.
Hanbury' happens to have been one
of those produced during the years of
c o n f u s i o n .
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It was also thought at one time that
C. lowianum and C. giganteum were
the two parents. This cross produces
w h a t i s n o w n a m e d C . I r i s .

The re- in t roduct ion o f th is spec ies
s h o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t t o a n y o n e
breeding for red or dark colouration
for when studied closely, it will be
found to be carrying a saturation of
more red pigments in the base of the
sepals and petals than any other
species and this is very noticable in
the unopened buds. There could even
be merit in re-making some of the
primaries using superior clones and
then introducing the progeny into
modern programmes. Where else can
we obta in new gene sources for
s t a n d a r d s ?

Perhaps not surprisingly, relatively
few reference books dare to give a
description of C.i'ansonii and where
they do, it is almost in an apologetic
vein. Would you bel ieve that the
daring and exhaustive Alex Hawkes
d o e s n ' t e v e n m e n t i o n i t i n h i s m a s s i v e
encyclopaedia? Jim Rentoul on the
o t h e r h a n d o f f e r s e x c e p t i o n a l
coverage though at that t ime he
seemed to accept it as a natural hybrid
a n d g o e s i n t o d e t a i l a b o u t t h e
confusion, finishing with theories like
mine on the potential for breeding
stronger colours. He suggests that up
to fifteen blooms may be produced
per spike and Sander records 'fewer
than C. /ow/a/7t//T7'which doesn't help
m u c h b e c a u s e t h a t c o u l d s t i l l m e a n
30 and that is not possib le. Our
p lants have had up to 12 on sp ikes
which are a l i t t le longer than the
foliage and arching. The blooms are
neatly arranged on the spike and I
have noticed that each usually has a
bract where it joins the stem, those on
the lower flowers being the length of
the ovary, up to 25mm (1 "). Flowers
a r e a b o u t t h e s a m e s i z e a s C .
l o w i a n u m , 1 0 0 - 1 2 5 m m a c r o s s a n d
are described as light tawny-yellow or
buff-yellow. The bases of sepals and
p e t a l s a r e s u f f u s e d w i t h r e d d i s h -
b r o w n w h i c h e x t e n d s a s f a i n t v e i n s

out to the tips but not as strongly as in
C. tracyanum or C. giganteum. Most
d i s t i n c t i ve i s t he wh i t e l abe l l um on
which the colouring occurs as a dart
or V pattern formed of short parallel
lines with a single central stripe very
much as in C. lowianum but instead of
being intense maroon-red i t is a
subdued tawny-yellow, almost as if it
w a s a c o n c o l o u r - f a c t o r . T h e
flowering season here is October-
November and the blooms are quite
d u r a b l e .

P lant habi t resembles C. lowianum
w i t h e x t e n d e d a n d p o i n t e d '
pseudobulbs yellowish in colour but
the leaves a r i se w i th ra the r s lender
and elegant bases which help to make
the plant ident ifiable when not in
b l o o m .

I haven't traced all the history of
th is species, but I have at least
conv inced mysel f that i t has the
unique at tr ibutes which just i fy i ts
r e c o g n i t i o n a s a t r u e b r e e d i n g
species. I cannot help but ponder on
several unexplained factors however,
amongst which is why it seemed to
fade into oblivion even when plants
were sti l l about at the time when the
great virtues of C. ceres as a breeder
of colour were being realised. Why
has i t never been re- introduced from
the wild? How is it that the greatest
number of surviving plants appear to
be in New Zealand or Austra l ia wi th
few, i f any, in the Uni ted Sta tes o f /
America and England? In the days of
controversy why did someone not
think to self it to get a lead on whether
or not it was a hybrid? These and
many o the r f ac to rs w i l l pe rhaps
remain a mystery but it is gratifying to
k n o w t h a t a t l e a s t w e s t i l l h a v e t h i s
species with us and I predict that we
wi l l be hear ing more about i t in
forthcoming breeding programmes.
Perhaps others with more to add
would be willing to write to the editor.

George Fuller, Curator
Pukekura Park, New Plymouth
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A n I n t r o d u c t i o n t o
Paphiopedilum Species

( P a r t 7 )
Ronald Roy

This continuation of the Indonesian species covers those paphs. which occur
in Java and the nearby islands of Sulawesi and the Moluccas. They are closely
related to species in the neighbouring areas of Sumatra, Borneo and New
G u i n e a .

P a p h i o p e d i l u m c e l e b e s e n s i s A
r e c e n t i n t r o d u c t i o n f r o m t h e i s l a n d o f
C e l e b e s ( n o w r e n a m e d S u l a w e s i ) .
D e s c r i b e d i n t h e O r c h i d D i g e s t
January-February 1980. Occurs in
the central highlands at about 1000
metres elevation growing in the shade
of bracken and tall grasses. Leaves
10-1 2cm long, silvery grey mottled
with bright green. Flower scape about
25cm tall, single flowered. Flowers
8 - 1 0 c m a c r o s s , s i m i l a r t o P .
buiienianum which occurs in nearby
Borneo. Dorsal sepal small, green,
upper margins curve forward giving a
hooded e f fec t ; pe ta ls hor izon ta l ,
narrowly spathulate, light green with
rose blush on outer half, a few large
dark brown spots; pouch narrow,
b r o w n - g r e e n w i t h p i n k i s h v e i n s ;
staminode yellow green with notch on
upper and lower margins.

Intermediate conditions. Flowering
time spring—summer.

Paphiopedi lum ce lebesens is
Grower : J . Campbe l l

Paphiopedilum glaucophyllum
G r o w e r : D . S h a w

P a p h i o p e d i l u m g l a u c o p h y l l u m
Discovered by Verhey In 1900 in East
J a v a g r o w i n g a t e l e v a t i o n s o f
2 0 0 - 3 0 0 m e t r e s o n s o f t l i m e s t o n e
o u t c r o p s w h e r e t h e r o o t s c a n
penetrate a coat ing of moss and
humus. The leaves are up to 25 cm
long and 5 cm wide with a glaucous
(blue-green) coating which disappears
with age. Unlike its close relative, P.
chamberlainianum, there are no hairs
on the lower leaf margins. Some
purple coloration is evident on the
u n d e r s i d e a t t h e l e a f b a s e . F l o w e r
stem upright then gradually arching,
d a r k p u r p l e w i t h n u m e r o u s s h o r t
h a i r s , b e a r i n g s e v e r a l fl o w e r s
successively over a period of some
months. Dorsal sepal roundish, green
wi th narrow whi te margin, brown
t o w a r d s b a s e a n d w i t h a n u m b e r o f
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dark brown veins; synsepal green;
back surface of both sepals thickly
c o v e r e d w i t h s h o r t b r o w n h a i r s .
Petals horizontal, twisted, yellowish
g reen heav i l y spo t t ed da rk r ed ,
marg ins f r inged w i th long ha i rs .
Pouch large, yellow green overlaid
wi th w ine red . S taminode rhombo id ,
convex, lower portion deep wine red,
upper third greenish. Overall width of
fl o w e r 8 - 1 0 c m .

F l o w e r i n g p e r i o d s p r i n g .
I n t e r m e d i a t e c o n d i t i o n s .

Paphiopedilum javanicum
Grower : J . Campbe l l

Photography; R. Roy

Paphiopedilum mastersianum #2
G r o w e r : W. S y d e r

A T T E N T I O N
P A P H I O P E D I L U M

G R O W E R S !
Thanks to the generosity of

John Rowe o f Ca l i f o rn i a , and a
wel l known New Zealand grower,
we have a copy of 'The Paphio
pedi lum Grower 's Manual ' , by
Lance Birk, available for sale. It is
the Special Award Edition.

This volume, valued at US $75,
will go to the person who submits
t h e b e s t b i d o v e r $ 1 0 0 t o t h e
Editors by 1st April. Bids may be
m a d e b y l e t t e r o r p h o n e
{ 0 7 3 - 2 4 - 7 4 7 ) , b u t d o N O T
include payment with your bid.

T h e s u c c e s s f u l b i d d e r w i l l b e
advised by telephone.

Proceeds will go to the Colour
F u n d .

Paphiopedilum javanicum Occurs in
c e n t r a l a n d e a s t e r n J a v a a t e l e v a t i o n s
of 1000 to 1800 metres. Original
discovery was by the Dutch botanist
Reinwardt in 1826 but the plant was
n o t i n t r o d u c e d t o E u r o p e a n
c u l t i v a t i o n u n t i l 1 8 4 0 . I n i t s n a t u r a l
state It grows in deep mossy humus
between large boulders on mountain
ridges or on damp cliff faces which
receive good light for some part of the

Paphiopedilum moquetteanum
Grower : J . Campbe l l
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day. Abundant moisture is always
a v a i l a b l e .

The leaves are grey green mottled
with dark green on upper surface,
gently tapering to a bluntish point and
up to 15 cm long. Scape to 30 cm
tall, single flowered, flowers to 10 cm
long and 8 cm wide, all segments
except the lip ciliolate. Dorsal sepal
narrow, yellowish with bright green
veins. Petals strap shaped, deflexed,
green changing to dull rose purple
t o w a r d s t i p s , h e a v i l y d o t t e d w i t h
m i n u t e b l a c k w a r t s o v e r m o s t o f t h e i r
l e n g t h . P o u c h b r o w n - g r e e n w i t h
darker vein ing. Staminode broad,
light green with dark green veins, a
deep narrow cleft in upper margin,
broad sinus on lower margin.

Intermediate temperature, must not
be a l lowed to dry out , moderate
shade. Flowering season summer-
a u t u m n .

Paphiopedilum mastersianum From
t h e i s l a n d s o f A m b o n a n d C e r a m i n
t h e M o l u c c a s w h i c h l i e t o t h e w e s t o f
n o r t h e r n N e w G u i n e a . F i r s t d e s c r i b e d
in 1879. A highly desirable species
that has never been readily available.
It is a robust plant with leaves 20-25
cm long and 4 cm wide, light green
with faint darker mott l ing. Flower
scape 25-35 cm tall, purple, densely
covered with short hairs, single flower
8-10 cm across. Dorsal sepal heart
shaped, yellowish green with broad
whi te marg ins. Peta ls hor izonta l ,
spathulate, colour var ies f rom tan to
red, fine dark brown spotting along
inner margins. Pouch large, also tan

to red but usually lighter than petals,
yellowish around aperture. Staminode
green-brown with long incurved teeth
tha t a lmos t t ouch . A l l segmen ts
highly polished in appearance.

I n t e r m e d i a t e t o w a r m c o n d i t i o n s .
Flowering season spring.
P a p h i o p e d i l u m m o q u e t t e a n u m
Very closely allied to P. glaucophyllum
and sometimes regarded as a variety
of this species but there are easily
r e c o g n i s e d d i f f e r e n c e s . F i r s t
described by J. J. Smith in 1906. P.
m o q u e t t e a n u m i s a l o w l a n d p l a n t ,
elevations 100-300 metres, usually
found on damp mossy l imestone
cliffs. Leaves are light green on upper
surface, grey-green below. As with P.
g laucophyl lum there is some red
c o l o r a t i o n a t t h e l e a f b a s e s . I m m a t u r e
leaves show strong red on underneath
mid vein and on leaf margins but this
f a d e s a s l e a v e s m a t u r e a n d a t t h i s
s t a g e t h e l e a f m a r g i n s b e c o m e
no t i ceab l y waved .

F l o w e r s c a p e s i m i l a r t o P.
glaucophyllum in habit but flower is
b r i g h t e r i n c o l o u r. D o r s a l s e p a l
greenish yellow with numerous fine,
red-brown spots. Petals spreading,
whi te basal ly wi th cr imson spots
which intensify towards tips, twisted,
ciliolate on margins. Pouch large, rose
pink wi th whi te around aper ture .
Staminode rhombic in shape, dark
r e d .

I n t e r m e d i a t e t o w a r m c o n d i t i o n s .
Flowering season variable, winter-
spring-summer. 36 Seven Oaks Drive

C h r i s t c h u r c h

V A L E
We are saddened to report the

d e a t h o f M e l v a A l l e n , s t a l w a r t
l o n g - t i m e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e
Hawke's Bay Orchid Society. She
has been a loyal supporter of
C o n z e d s i n c e i t w a s f o u n d e d . O u r
sympath ies to her fami ly and
f r i e n d s .

Closing Dates
f o r

Vol. 13, No 3: 1 3tVi March
Vol. 13, No 4: 15th May
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VARIEGATA ONCIDIUMS
or The Equitants

J. Hart. North Shore Orchid Society

These gems from the Caribbean Islands are gaining popularity in many
quarters but somehow are reputed to be "tricky" to grow. This usually
signifies that the grower is not providing the conditions suitable to the plants.
But first of all what do they look like. The foliage and growing habit are most
unlike any other Oncidium. In fact for a long time now several authorities have
advocated creating a separate genus in which to accommodate the equitants.
"Equitant" is the botanical name to describe the habit, i.e. "leaves which are
conduplicate {two pairs folded together lengthwise) and which stand inside
each other, In two ranks, in the manner of an Iris". They do not have
pseudobu lbs .

The plants are small, mature plants
wi th many growths may measure
1 5 - 2 0 c m i n h e i g h t b u t n e e d a
comparatively small pot (7cm).

The inflorescence is thin and wiry.
It can be over 30cm or more long in
mature plants.

F l o w e r s a r e s i m i l a r t o c o n v e n t i o n a l
Oncidiums but the colour range is far
greater. The plants available in New
Zealand are usually hybrid seedlings
with colours of white, pink, orange,
light medium and dark red, purple and
yellow. The prized ones have a large
spotted lip.

Roots are thin and wiry and many
a e r i a l r o o t s w h i c h w a n d e r o u t s i d e t h e
pot look for airborne moisture. The
p r o p o r t i o n o f r o o t s i n t h e m i x a n d
ae r i a l r oo t s d i f f e r s cons ide rab l y

Oncidium Pink Royale x Golden Sunset

depending upon the ancestors of the
c r o s s . T h o s e w h i c h a r e
"stoloniferous", mainly aerial rooted,
do best mounted. The species In
nature are mainly epiphytes, growing
o n t r e e s o r s m a l l s h r u b s b u t s o m e a r e
lithophytic, attaching themselves to
rocky outcropplngs.

In Jamaica they grow naturally, on
thin branches in citrus plantations.

In their natural habitat they have
adapted to a six month pattern of hot,
d r y w e a t h e r — n o r m a l l y f r o m
N o v e m b e r t o M a y ( N o r t h e r n
H e m i s p h e r e ) . B u t , a n d t h i s i s
important, they receive dai ly dew
during this period and therefore do not
dehydra te .

The leaf structure is fleshy, if cut
crosswise they would show roughly a

O n c i d i u m G o t c h a x P u c k
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Oncidium Rainbow x Buffy flowering in community pot, 18 months out of flask
All Photography: J. Hart

triangle. This structure provides for
water storage. Most species inhabit
t h e l o w e r a l t i t u d e s . T h o s e w h o h a v e
had the p r i v i l ege o f v i s i t i ng the
Caribbean may remember the heat but
also the fact that there is always a
breeze. To dupl icate their natural
h a b i t a t w e m u s t n o w s e e k t o
d u p l i c a t e t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s i n o u r
g r o w i n g e n v i r o n m e n t , a s n e a r a s
poss ib le .

Tempe ra tu re
The modern hybrids are quite happy
with a minimum temperature of 60 °F
( 1 5 ° C ) . M a x i m u m t e m p e r a t u r e s a r e
of no great concern. A warm house
with Phalaenopsis is ideal, but the
equitants need more light. The plants
w i l l d o q u i t e w e l l w i t h a l o w e r
min imum temperature at n ight o f
55 °F (12®C) in winter but growth
will be slowed and you may only get
one flowering period a year instead of
t w o o r s o m e t i m e s t h r e e l

Light
Good light is necessary, a little less
than Cymbidiums or about the same
as Cattleyas. When the sun Is low
and therefore weaker in winter, light
levels can be quite high. Let the
leaves be your guide. If they turn
reddish, light should be somewhat
reduced, if dark green increase light. If
the leaves show a light green colour
with small red-brown spots your light
is right. Large plants will take more
light than small ones.
V e n t i l a t i o n

This is the most important aspect. A
fan should be playing gently on to the
plants cont inuously. Th is can be
achieved by a ceiling fan revolving
slowly.
Wa t e r i n g
T h e s e c r e t i s t o w a t e r o f t e n b u t m a k e
sure they dry out between watering.
Mine are watered every morning in
c l e a r w e a t h e r a f t e r t h e h o u s e
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Varying Habitats
o f

N e w Z e a i a n d O r c h i d s
Part 3

J e a n M . J e n k s

J e a n w r i t e s o n h e r o b s e r v a t i o n s
made throughout New Zealand, over a
number of years...

C o m m o n i n g r a s s l a n d s ,
Prasophyllum coiensoi will also be
seen in scrub on clay banks, wet
mossy herbfields like Key Summit,
pakihi lands, in decomposing granite
and natural open tussock. Plants
appear to thrive in both wet and dry
environments. Prasophyllum nudum
and Prasophyllum pumilum have both
been located under light shade in a
clay type soil and the pakihi areas of
n o r t h - w e s t N e l s o n w h e r e
Prasophyllum pumilum is now quite
wide ly d is t r ibu ted .

O r t h o c e r a s s t r i a t u m t h r i v e s i n s o m e
of the poorest and driest of conditions
s e e n . N e a r P a u a n u i v e r y l a r g e
spec imens were g row ing i n c lay
banks. Other situations for this hardy
plant are pakihi and in quartz grit of
weathered granite.

O n t h e D e s e r t P l a t e a u t u s s o c k l a n d
clumps of tiny Microtis parviflora are
found in odd clay areas, but in the
south its habitat is mainly in pakihi
l a n d s .

Lyperanthus antarcticus is usually
c o n fi n e d t o t h e h i g h e r a l t i t u d e
herbfields of Arthur's Pass, or alpine
tussock, or damp swampy and mossy
s i t u a t i o n s .

Cyrtostylis reniformis is often found
under cora l l i chen, w i th i ts p ink
flowers only just visible, but clay
b a n k s c o v e r e d w i t h m o s s n e a r
K a i m a u m a u a n d l i t t e r - c o v e r e d s c o r i a
deposits were other habitats for this
dainty l i t t le orchid.

Until recently Beilschmiedia taraire
i n t h e N o r t h w a s t h e m a i n c o v e r f o r

Yoan ia aus t ra l i s . However, now th i s
species emerges from under nikau
palms near Westhaven Inlet in the
s o u t h .

A c i a n t h u s f o r n i c a t u s , l i k e t h e
major i ty of nat ive orchids prefers
filtered light growing under scrub, in
moss, under beech trees, in clay
b e n e a t h m a n u k a o r a s s e e n o n
A u c k l a n d ' s o f f s h o r e i s l a n d s o n s c o r i a
deposits.

Tw o m o r e d a i n t y l i t t l e t e r r e s t r i a l
orchids are Adenochilus gracilis and
Aporosty l is b i foHa, o f ten shar ing
similar areas which range from the
litter of mixed upland bush, to moss
by ta rns in the Lew is Pass , i n c lay
h u m u s m i x t u r e , t h e fl o o r o f b e e c h
forests and sphagnum swamps. I t
was in a sphagnum swamp near
Tahakopa that a hybrid of Aporostylis
b i f o H a w a s f o u n d w i t h a n a r r o w
l a b e l l u m d e v o i d o f a n y
o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

Damp or dry, it doesn't matter to
C h i l o g l o t t i s c o r n u t a , b u t l a r g e
colonies are often found on decaying
logs, under beech t rees to 1300
metres in the mountains, clumps in
tufts of moss, under manuka or in clay
under pine plantations.

C a l o c h i l u s r o b e r t s o n i i a n d
C a l o c h i l u s p a l u d o s o s , e a s i l y
recognized by the highly ornamental
bearded lip appear in scrubby places,
clays and Calochilus paludosis is not
uncommon on pakihis. A few isolated
p l a n t s g r o w n u n d e r p i n e s n e a r
K a i t e r i t e r i .

( t o b e c o n t i n u e d ) R . D . 2 .

Upper Moutere
N e l s o n P r o v i n c e
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B o t a n i c a l A r t i s t s o f N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d s

7 . T H O M A S D U N C A N S G N
tan St. George

Duncanson was not a major figure of the world of botany, so l i tt le
i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e a b o u t h i m .

He had been a gardener at the Royal
Botanical Gardens in Edinburgh, but
c a m e t o K e w a n d i n 1 8 2 2 w a s
employed by W. T. Alton drawing the
new p lan ts fo r A l ton ' s p roposed
second volume of the Epitome of
H o r t u s K e w e n s i s . T h i s h e d i d f o r f o u r
years unt i l 1826 when he had a
m e n t a l b r e a k d o w n . T h e t h r e e
hundred drawings he executed in that
time are in the Kew collection, but are
filed by species rather than by artist,
so it is hard to find all of them. They
a r e e x p e r t l y d o n e , b e a u t i f u l l y
c o l o u r e d , a l m o s t l u m i n o u s i n t h e i r
c lar i ty. In my opin ion Duncanson
would have been a great botanical
a r t i s t h a d h e b e e n a b l e t o c o n t i n u e
and to publish.

One drawing in the Kew collection
makes him especially interesting for
us. Number 64 of his drawings at
Kew is of Thelymitra longifolia. It is
a n n o t a t e d i n i n k " R e c e i v e d i n 1 8 2 3
f r o m N e w S o u t h W a l e s f r o m M r
Cunningham"—as are a number of
the drawings; Alan Cunningham sent
many plants back to Kew. In another
hand, in pencil, is written "?Bond.
Thelymitra forsteri? June 1823".

Under this, in the same hand, is a
pencil led note init ial led by Robert
A l l e n R o l f e , D i r e c t o r o f K e w a t t h e
turn of the century. He writes, "The
n a m e w r i t t e n h e r e , ' T h e l y m i t r a
forsteri' should refer to a New Zealand
plant. The date pencilled 'June 1823'
should indicate the date the drawing
was made—presumably from a plant
at Kew. Allen Cunningham in Hook.
Comp. Bot. Mag. ii 376, enumerates
T h e l y m i t r a f o r s t e r i S . W. a s N .
Zea land , No r the rn I s l and , sho res o f
the Bay o f I s lands in open fe rn
lands—1826, A. Cunningham . . .

T h e i n k r e c o r d s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n
done later, when a large collection of
s u c h d r a w i n g s w a s m a d e u p ,
probably in part from memory, and
may not be correct (from various
sources), for the specific name is
correct, and I see no evidence of this
form growing in Australia . . .".

Ro l fe was sugges t ing tha t the
Thelymitra longifolia must have come
f r o m N e w Z e a l a n d i n 1 8 2 6 r a t h e r
t h a n f r o m N e w S o u t h W a l e s i n 1 8 2 3 .
I f t ha t we re t r ue , Duncanson wou ld
already have left Kew and the drawing
s h o u l d h a v e b e e n m a d e b y h i s
successor. Bond.

Not true, I am afraid. The plant
does g row in Aus t ra l i a , and the
drawing is'styl ist ical ly certainly by
Duncanson. Rolfe was wrong. It is a
g o o d d r a w i n g , t h o u g h , a n d w e
reproduce it here.

45 CargiH Street
D u n e d i n

C R O S S W O R D S O L U T I O N
from Page 13
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Plate. Thelymitra longifolia. Thomas Duncanson. From the Kew Collection and reproduced
here courtesy of the Librarian, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

F o u r t h
S o u t h I s l a n d O r c h i d S e m i n a r

w i l l b e h e l d a t

I N V E R C A R G I L L

2 n d — 4 t h O c t o b e r 1 9 8 7

Speakers include Frank Fordyce of California
I N F O R M A T I O N F R O M :

Mr J. Russell, 35 Compton Street, Invercargill
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C Y M B I D I U M
C U LT U R E N O T E S

February/March
Gordon Maney

M o s t g r o w e r s , c o m m e r c i a l o r
hobbyist, had a bumper season for
quanti ty of blooms during 1986.
However quality and size of blooms is
p a r a m o u n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h e
commercial grower.

While at this time of the year we are
using 214 Microfeed with an NPK of
1 6 : 3 : 2 7 o n c e a w e e k t i l l t h e e n d o f
March, I also use a dry feed of 2 parts
Dried Blood, 6 parts Superphosphate
and 2 parts Potash, at the rate of 1 5
mis or a tablespoon to a 25cm pot
o n c e a m o n t h . I n M a r c h I a l s o
b roadcas t d r i ed b lood on young
plants; it doesn't burn, but thoroughly
water to wash it into your plants.
D o n ' t f o r g e t t o a l w a y s w a t e r
thoroughly before feeding, and then 3
to 5 days later to stop any build up of
s a l t s .

From April 1 st, I revert to 212
M i c r o f e e d , w h i c h h a s a n N P K o f
22:5:18, and a dry feed of 4 parts
dried blood, 4 parts Superphosphate,
and 2 parts Potash, again at 15ml to a
25 cm pot once a month.

Because many growers will still be
repotting, I repeat don't pot on under
any circumstance; always knock out
all the old mix and repot into clean
p o t s .

Because the buds are set during
January, February and March, the
feeding programme I've set out is vital
for quality and indeed quantity of
flowers, and well grown plants.

Mana Orchid Nursery
7 H a r r o w P l a c e

P a l m e r s t o n N o r t h

P H A L A E N O P S I S
F O R S A L E

★ Showgir l 'Taipei ' x Spotted
M o o n ' J o - A n n ' —

yellow with red spots
★ Southern Gal x (Peace x Wilma

Hughes) x Self —
s h o w b e n c h w h i t e s

★ Lipperose Jersey 'Pink Mist'x
Morning Frost 'Day Break —

showbench pinks
★ Art Hall x Spitzberg —

super whites
★ Antigua —

yellow
★ Ru f fec 'Hen r i e t t a Le Cou f l e '

AM/RHS X Marquise —
candy stripes-red lips

S i z e

5 0 - 7 0 m m
7 0 - 1 0 0 m m

1 0 0 - 1 3 0 m m
1 3 0 - 1 5 0 m m
1 5 0 - 2 0 0 m m

P r i c e

$ 7 . 0 0
$ 8 . 0 0
$ 9 . 0 0
$ 1 0 . 0 0
$ 1 2 . 0 0

Plus GST and Postage/Freight
Send to —

L . & B . GODWIN
47 A l ton Avenue , Nor thco te ,

A u c k l a n d 9 .
P h o n e 4 8 5 - 8 8 6

W e a r e s o l e N . Z . D i s t r i b u t o r s f o r
Parade Orch ids , South Aust ra l ia .
Their latest catalogue and price
list is now available. Is your name

on our mailing list?

2 4



OFFER TO EXPORT FLOWER GROWERS
A few of our selection of well grown young cymbldlums In Pb3's.

W H I T E S P I N K S
Pa lace Pear l 'Mar ie '—Ju ly A labas te r 'Ch ina Do l l '—September
Cherl lyn 'Swansea'—June/July Babyana 'Pretty Pink'—July
Beauty Fred 'Ina'—June Eliot Rogers 'Light Pink'—September
Tongariro 'National Park'—August
Winter Wonder 'Frosty Jack'—July

Ask for List of others available soon—we accept forward orders.

MA!KBLE GA!HPENS
Park Estate Road, Papakura P h o n e 2 9 8 - 6 6 1 9

2 5



^ENFROL
★ P. V . C . H Y D R A U L I C R A M S
Use your water supply to power rams to open/close vents or louvres.
D i a m e t e r s 2 5 m m , 4 0 m m , 5 0 m m , 8 0 m m
Any stroke length. Single acting. Double acting. Spring return.
Note: Supply details of water pressure and load on manual arm/rope or
pulley
Aspirated Screens, Plastic Box (Thermostat fitting optional), Max./Min.
Thermometer, Wet Bulb Thermometer, Easy fil l water reservoir,
Humidity Chart.

i r R A M W I N D E R S
N . Z . P A T . A P P L N . 2 1 7 2 7 4
Rolls up sides of Plastic houses. Price $650 + GST. Price includes 24
V.a.c. double acting solenoid valve block.

★ T H E R M O S T A T S
F o r

H E A T I N G - 2 0 A
HEATING/COOLING (Open/close vents)

★ H U M I D I S T A T S
To control humidity
i r H U M I D I F I E R S

★ A U T O M A T I C V E N T O P E N E R
Kitset contains thermostat, water solenoid valve, 2 x rams plus
b r a c k e t s . H o s e a n d c o n n e c t i o n s .

F o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s w r i t e t o ;

P. L . M A D D E N
Hooper Road, R.D.4., Hamilton

P h o n e 2 9 1 - 7 4 3 A / H



M a c L e o d ' s E x o t i c O r c h i d N u r s e r i e s
Mail Order Specialists P. O . B o x 4 4 6 9

C h r i s t c h u r c h
N e w Z e a l a n d

We always have an interesting range of hybrids and species of most
genera . . .

Miltonia, Cattleya, Dendrobium, Vanda,
Paphiopedilum, Cymbidium, Odontoglossum,

Lycaste, Zygopetalum, Phalaenopsis,
Masdevallia, Coelogyne

. . . and lots more

If you are a serious grower or just starting you should be on our mailing list.
Write today for your free copy of our current illustrated catalogue.
We ship year around and guarantee safe arrival, anywherel

Nursery: 547 riarewood Road, Harewood, Christchurch
Visitors are welcome by appointment

Send now for our current Cymbidium Orchid Seedling List.
C r o s s e s i n c l u d e —

Minuet 'Green Queen' x Borough Green 'Conference' 2N
Mini Mint 'Maxine'x Puppylove 'Jubilee' 3N
Zuma Boyd 'John's Pride' x Winter Wonder 'Crystal Ball' 4N

"STOP PRESS" Seedling Fanfare 'St Francis' x Wallara 'Gold Nugget'
"EBEN BRIGGS" was awarded an HCC/OCNZ on its first flowering on
12/9/1986. It is a beautiful yellow.

Pa t and Les Greenfie ld
16 Coronation Street, Takapuna, Auckland 9

P h o n e 4 9 7 - 5 8 5

2 7



O D O N T O G L O S S U M A L L I A N C E

S o m e t h i n g O l d !
S o m e t h i n g N e w !

New release of imported Dutch mericlones-Large pots

Vuylstekeara Cambria 'Plush' —Everyone's favourite! Cool grower.
Velvet red with broad white marked l ips and lots of flowers.

Vuylstekeara Edna 'Stamperland'—branched, arching spikes of bright
red flowers of smaller size. A flowering fool! You can't stop it!

Odontonia Lull! 'Menuet'—another must! Nicely displayed spikes of
white with a lovely edging of bright lavender after a week or so.

Odontocidlum Tiger Hambuhren 'Mieke'—tall, branching spikes of
brightest non-fading yellow with brown markings. Most desirable.

Odontoglossum (rossii x Phoenix) 'Manon'- something new and
different! Smaller, compact growth with unusual brown and white
mottled flowers and white lip.

Odontoglossum Anneliese Rothenberger—erect spikes of striking
chocolate and yellow flowers, with contrasting striped lip.

Odontog lossum Burkhard Holm 'Gera ' —another upr ight 0dm.
bic ton iense hybr id—basica l ly ye l low wi th unusual red/brown
spotting and patterns.

These plants are near flowering, have spikes coming, or are in flower.
Prices are $25.00 to $35.00 according to size

(includes GST—freight extra at cost)

Paradise Orchid Nurseries
P.O.Box 2107, Tauranga South

P h o n e ( 0 7 5 ) 2 5 - 5 7 0
(Visits by appointment)

1

2 8



E x c i t i n g N e w F l a s k R e l e a s e
Our Australian principals have offered us their largest and best range

for immediate delivery.

Australian Natives — including Sarcochilus, Speciosum hybrids and the
latest peach coloured blooms such as Penny Ann.

Cattleya Alliance — standard and mini catts Including Hazel Boyd
hybr ids .

Dendrobium Alliance — species plus latest nobile type hybrids such as
Yukldurama The King'.

O n c i d i u m A l l i a n c e — i n c l u d e d t h e l a t e s t m e r i c l o n e s f r o m H a w a i i .

Paphtopedilum Alliance — latest primary hybrids, PLUS Encyclia, Disa,
Barkeria and many others.

For your free flask list send Stamped S.A.E. to:

H O U S E O F O R C H I D S
145 MANUKA RD, GLENFIELD, AUCKLAND 10 .

P h o n e 4 4 4 - 9 7 7 1

R O W L A N D &
M c C L A R L I E

A n n a n d a l e R o a d
1 R . D . , K U M E U , A U C K L A N D

W E S T O C K A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S E L E C T I O N O F
E X C L U S I V E C Y M B I D I U M M E R I C L O N E S A N D S E E D L I N G S

O F T O P Q U A L I T Y A W A R D A N D S H O W P O T E N T I A L .

Sole N.Z. Agents for:

M25EANS
O S C H I D S

(AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD.
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SPA&UoC^% 0U:A4€A
where you can detect quality

We grow

CATTLEYAS, DENDROBIUMS,
ODONTOGLOSSUMS, PAPHIOPEDILUMS,

PHALAENOPSIS, VANDAS
and sell flowering size plants ex nursery only.

Why not call in when next in our locality - we are only five minutes drive
north of Otaki, and are open 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. Thursday-Sunday
(inclusive) or phone for an appointment.

K E V I N A N D LY N S H E R L O C K
Atkins Road, Manakau. Phone MNK 698

White Is Right
for Cymbidium cut flower production

We are offering 12 high quality clones, which are ideal for export,
including:

Cherilyn 'Swansea' - fast proving itself as an excellent producer of top
q u a l i t y e a r l y b l o o m s . F l a s k s $ 4 5 .

Winter Wonder 'Frosty Jack' - superb clean white tetraploid, with very
g o o d p r o d u c t i o n a n d i d e a l fl o w e r c o u n t . F l a s k s $ 5 5 .

Cleo's Melody 'Eldorado - superior August tetraploid. Beautiful, clear
w h i t e b l o o m s - g o o d fl o w e r c o u n t . F l a s k $ 4 5 .

Pharoah 'Almighty' - pure colour tetraploid, mid season. Flasks $45.
Highland Mist 'Lalchere' - top quality for the late end of the season

w h e n p r i c e s r i s e . F l a s k s $ 4 5 .

Our flasks contain 20 sturdy, quick-growing mericlones.

Larsens Orchids
16 Parker Road, Gratia, Auckland.

P h o n e : ( 0 9 ) 8 1 7 - 8 4 2 9 .
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NEW SELECTION
F L A S K S - O R D E R N O W

Aleg r i a 'S t L i t e '—Expo r t and
Champion Show winner—one of
t h e b e s t — S e p t e m b e r / O c t o b e r
flowering.
Beauty Fred 'Nieske' —export
early well shaped clear white.

J u s t o u t o f Q u a r a n t i n e

^ F lower ing Size Plants
Vuyls. Cambria 'Plush'
Vuyls. Edna 'Stamperland'
O d t n a . L u l l i ' M e n u e t '
0dm. Anneliese Rothenberger
0dm. Burkhard Ho lm 'Gera '
Oda. (rossii x Phoenix) 'Manon'
Odcdm. Tiger Hambuhren

' M i e k e '

N e w L i s t s A v a i l a b l e N o w

CYMBIDIUM MERICLONES AND
SEEDLINGS

I TWIN OAKS I
B O O K S

4343 Causeway Drive, Lowell, i
Michigan U.S.A.

Phone: (616) 897-7479
M A S T E R C A R D A N D V I S A

I

I ORCHID BOOKS
I Send for FREE descriptive
I fist of just about 300
I currently available Orchid
I Books . . . Sent Surface
I Mai! anywhere in the
I world, postpaid Hi
iiiiiiiittiitiiiiiiiciiitiuiimniimtiimiiiinnitciiiniiutniiiititinitciiummnitnmnmntnii

Many New Varieties
STANDARDS, INTERMEDIATES,

MINIATURES, ALL COLOURS
A N D S I Z E S

Marion Wright's
O r c h i d s

63 HILLCREST AVENUE,
N O RT H C O T E ,

A U C K L A N D 1 0

P H O N E 4 8 4 - 9 1 4

ORCHID NURSERIES ASSOOATION (HJ.)

fKouse
T A U P O

SPECIALISING IN
PHALAENGPSIS

Varieties and prices available
on request

Visitors welcome by prior arrangement

T R E V O R N I C H O L L S
33 Hinekura Avenue, Taupo

P h o n e ( 0 7 4 ) 8 4 - 8 1 3
( A n s w e r p h o n e )
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W A T E R
OUTLET

F E R T I L I S E R D I S P E N S E R
The ideal addition to your orchid
c o l l e c t i o n .

The advantages of using Fert-O-Mat.
Easy to fit, simple to use, fertilise as
you water, even dist r ibut ion of
fertiliser, use with any watering
system, quick, convenient with
e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . U n i t c o m e s
complete with fertiliser plugs in initial
purchase price.
Orchid experts agree orchids do best
with regular soluble fertiliser feeds of
fairly low strength.
Two analysis of fertiliser available:
"Quick Green" corresponds to the
U . S . r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f o r o r c h i d s o f
3 0 - 1 0 - 1 0 o r N . Z . 3 0 - 5 - 8 .

"General Purpose" corresponds closely to the U.S. 10-10-10 for
orchids in spike (generally known as the blossom booster).
Fert-O-Mat provides the three main elements N.P.K. in the proportions recommended by
both U.S. and N.Z. Orchid experts for orchids. (American Orchid Society Bulletin, N.Z.
Orchid Review, Department Scientific & Industrial Research, Ministry of Agriculture &
F i she r i es } . Bo th f o rmu la o f f e r t i l i se r con ta i n essen t i a l t r ace e l emen ts .

For best results use Fert-O-Mat with every watering. Quick Green is
recommended for spring/summer growth. General Purpose blossom
t i m e .

Fert-O-Mat is also highly recommended for use in flower and vegetable
gardening. Use Fert-O-Mat and judge the results for yourself.

AVA I L A B L E F R O M S E L E C T E D G A R D E N C E N T R E S A N D H A R D WA R E O U T L E T S

N . Z . D i s t r i b u t o r s

A U S T R A L A S I A N I M P O R T S L T D .
P . O . B o x 2 3 - 0 9 6
Papatoetoe

P h o n e 2 7 8 - 4 3 7 6
2 7 8 - 2 0 3 9
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NEW ZEALAND EXPORT
GROWERS ORCHID ASSN.INC

I NZ E.G.O. 1
AH intending and exporting orchid
growers, orchid plant retailers,
orchid t issue cul ture laborator ies,
o r ch id expo r t compan ies and
interested persons are invited to
w r i t e f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n
regarding the above Association
t o :

The Secretary
N Z E . G . O .

P.O.Box 2107, Tauranga

Specializing
i n

P H A L A E N O P S I S
including new imports from

U . S . A .

Q U A L I T Y P L A N T S
P L U S

F R I E N D L Y S E R V I C E

Call in - you'll be glad you did

Longvlew Orchids
E r i c a n d Vo r r e i J o n e s

M a i n W a i h i R o a d
B e t h l e h e m
Tauranga

P h o n e ( 0 7 5 ) 6 4 - 6 6 8

T U D O R O R C H I D S
K e n a n d P a t r i c i a E l m s

Greatford Road (State Highway One)
3 k m s N o r t h o f B U L L S
P h o n e ( 0 6 5 2 ) 4 8 - 9 6 6

S o l e N e w Z e a l a n d D i s t r i b u t o r s f o r

Fordyce Orchids of America
For the finest in Miniature cattieyas

We S t o c k . . .

P o s t a l a d d r e s s :
P.O. Box 103, BULLS

Cymbidlums - Standard and miniature
Phalaenopsis

Cattieyas
Odontoglossum alliance

P R I M E O R C H I D M I X
M I C R O F E E D F E R T I L I Z E R

j C W H O U R S . . .
Tuesday - Sunday 9-5

BULLS laftT Mondays by appointment only



PORTRAITS OF NEW ZEALAND ORCHID SPECIES

▲ C a l a d e n i a c a r n e a
- w h i t e f o r m

Photography: Bob Goodger

The genus Caladenia is most strongly
represented in Australia, and our three
N.Z. species also occur there.
The plants have conspicuous hairs on
leaf, slender stem, and the outside of
t h e fl o w e r .

The narrow leaved species, Caladenia
carnea, may be found, singly or In
groups, on open forest floors, under
light scrub, or occasionally in clear
a r e a s .

T h e fl o w e r s a r e 1 - 2 c m i n d i a m e t e r .

&

A C a l a d e n i a c a r n e a
• pink form

There is a range of colour forms, including pure white, greenish, pink, red and
s o m e c o m b i n a t i o n s o f t h e s e .


