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Norm Po r t e r O rch i ds
* C Y M B I D I U M S

Now in Flower, available from Nursery or sent anywhere in New
Zealand by Newmans Bus - Depot to Door Service ... $20-$25 each

Seedling Flasks - Wide selection including Mini and Standards to suit
the hobbyist and commercial grower. Parents used include:

Sue, var ious 4N clones Red Beauty 'Carmen'
P i n k P e a c h , 4 N R i n c o n ' C l a r i s s e ' 4 N
Va n g u a r d ' M a s B e a u t y ' J a m e s Wa t t l e 4 N
W i n t e r F a i r ' N a n c y ' B a b y l o n ' C a s t l e H i l l '
M i g h t y M o u s e ' M i n n i e ' C o r a k i ' M a r g a r e t '
T a m a t e a ' T a h i ' F r e d S t e w a r t , e t c .

. . . $ 4 5 e a c h

Back Bulb Propagations. A very comprehensive
s e l e c t i o n . . . $ 3 - $ 1 0 e a c h

Plants - Seedlings and Mericlones in a wide range
o f c o l o u r a n d fl o w e r i n g t i m e s . . . $ 3 - $ 1 5 e a c h

CYMBID IUM AND PAPHIOPEDILUM
Community Pots - 10 seedlings or 5 mericlones for $1 5.

* P A P H I O P E D I L U M F L A S K S

Both Primary and Modern Hybrids, Flasks
c o n t a i n 3 0 p l a n t s . . . $ 6 5 e a c h

* I N S E A S O N : C AT T L E YA , P H A L A E N O P S I S A N D PA P H I O P E D I L U M
P L A N T S I N F L O W E R . . . $ 1 5 - $ 2 5 e a c h

ALSO - Zygopetalum and Dendrobium plants.

L i s t N o w A v a i l a b l e

S e n d t o : N O R M P O R T E R
" C Y M B I D I U M O R C H I D S P E C I A L I S T "

Nursery - 23 Parata Street, Waikanae
(Parata Street is opposite Woolworths)

P h o n e ( 0 5 8 ) 3 6 - 9 7 7
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.

During the flowering season, May-November, the Nursery is Open
Sundays and Public Holidays
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F R O N T C O V E R

Thelymitra puicheila, a charming, summer-flowering groundorchid, occurring on poor land and boggy ground in parts of New
Z e a l a n d .

Photography: Bob Goodger

B A C K C O V E R
Thelymitra decora
T . i x i o i d e s

Photography: Bob Goodger
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E D I T O R I A L
With the approach of the festive

season, this seems an appropriate
t i m e t o w r i t e a n o t e o n b e h a l f o f
o u r a d v e r t i s e r s . W i t h o u t t h e m
t h i s j o u r n a l c o u l d n o t e x i s t -
certainly not in its present form.
Some of them have supported
"Orchids in New Zealand" loyally
since its inception, while others
a r e m o r e r e c e n t a d d i t i o n s t o t h e
f o l d .

Many older orchid enthusiasts
( a n d s o m e n o t s o o l d ) c a n
remember the days when orchid
p l a n t s w e r e v e r y d i f fi c u l t t o
obtain, in this country—especially
i f t h e y w e r e n ' t c y m b i d i u m s !
C a t t l e y a s — y e s s o m e t i m e s ;
Odontog lossums—impor t them
from England (if you could get the

overseas fundsl); Lycastes—try
Alber t—he might have one to
spare!

To d a y h o w d i f f e r e n t i s t h e
situation. If anything, there is a
glut of orchid plants, and some
nurseries are finding business
s l o w .

Why not do ' the trade', and
yourself a favour this Christmas.
Buy an orchid plant, or better still,
several. Perhaps you could leave
a copy of this issue, open at a
strategic page, under the nose of
your spouse, relatives, friends.
And don't forget to add, to the
bottom of your order for plants, 'I
s a w y o u r a d v e r t i s e m e n t i n
" O r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d " ' !

A D E L A I D E
A b r i e f l o o k a t t h e 1 0 t h A u s t r a l i a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l

C o n f e r e n c e a n d S h o w .

N e w Z e a l a n d w a s t h e r e !

The local newspaper proclaimed "Blooms worth $1m on display in South
A u s t r a l i a . "

"We believe it is the biggest display of orchids ever, in the Southern
Hemisphere—1 30 exhibits from all around Australia, Holland, the U.S.A.,
Japan, Malaysia and Thailand."

And while New Zealand didn't get a Champion Odont. Alliance One.
men t ion , we ce r ta in l y pe r fo rmed we l l Va r imyre 'Ade la ide ' , and the
in carrying the honours for the Best Champion Paph, P. Picture Rock
Overseas Displays—First, Second and 'Sandstone', both displayed by
Third for Geyserland Orchids, North Geyserland Orchids. In the N.Z.O.S.
Shore and New Zealand Orchid display, Lyc. Koolena 'Ballerina' from
Societies, in that order! Our two other Paul Leahy was awarded the medal in
displays were mounted by the Golden the Champion Miscellaneous class.Coast Orchid Society, and the first place winners, Cym.
Cymbidium Society of America, Gladys Whitesell 'Profusion' in the
Australasian Branch. Intermediate c lass and Gladys

Our five displays earned a total of Whitesell 'Peaches and Cream', a
22 prize cards and included the Grand miniature cut spike, were shown by
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Geyserland Orchids. Those creamy
white spikes, together wi th Norm
Porter's Cym. Jack Hudlow, dark
emerald green with an outstanding
wine red lip, created much interest.
A l l t h r e e w e r e m u c h a d m i r e d a n d
sought after by local orchidists. The
gold Bonnie's Pride 'Colleen' entered
by Margaret Le Sueur also won its
c l a s s .

Tr a n s p o r t i n g b a c k g r o u n d s a n d
a r rang ing sp i kes i n vases ( i n a
mountain of bark) is never an easy
task. Congratulations and thanks are
e x t e n d e d t o a l l w h o a s s i s t e d .

I n a S h o w o f t h i s s i z e t h e r e w a s
much to admire, and while the overall
impression becomes a blur of colour, a
f e w m e m o r a b l e e x h i b i t s a r e fi x e d i n
my mind.

T h e d a r k c a v e u n d e r t h e s t a i r s w i t h
a d i s p l a y o f c o l o u r e d P h a l s .
illuminated by bright spot lights; the
m a g n i fi c e n t d i s p l a y o f P a p h s .
reaching up the hillside at the main
entrance; and Andy Easton's artistry
with an old trunk and a couple of
b a t t e r e d s u i t c a s e s !

O f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t w e r e t h e
p o l y s t y r e n e o r c h i d fl o w e r s , a n d
r a m p a n t k i w i s a n d k a n g a r o o s ,
sculpted by Des Leahy, which gave a
firm pointer to the 1990 World Orchid
C o n f e r e n c e .

And in lighter vein, the threat by the
Agricultural Officers to remove all
tubes of water before releasing our
flowers—we shipped 55 boxes—was
put down to possible Pre-America's
C u p N e r v e s I 2 1 B o y d A v e n u e

Mangere Bridge
A u c k l a n d

F IRST GEOFF LAIRD
M E M O R I A L L E C T U R E
27th September 1986

Open ing Address : A Remin iscence
Des Leahy, Past President, N.Z.O.S.

In commemoration of our late friend there are a few of us in this gathering
that had the privilege of knowing such a man as Geoff Laird and as one of them
I have been invited to say "a few words". But it is truly difficult to put into a
few words the many attributes of a man of this calibre.

As many wil l know he was one of Many were the plants given to
the Founders of the New Zealand visitors. If you were fortunate enough
Orchid Society —one of the to be invi ted to see his col lect ion you
originals—and for many years the would invariably come away with at
m o s t p r o m i n e n t O r c h i d i s t i n t h e l e a s t o n e p l a n t a s a g i f t . H i s
country. I can think of few others to generosity equalled his knowledge
whom the term "Orchidist" could so and that was prodigious. He seldom,
aptly apply. He started growing if ever, sold his plants or his blooms
o r c h i d s a t t h e a g e o f s i x t e e n a n d b u t h u n d r e d s a n d
continued with intense interest for hundreds—probably thousands, were
another sixty years—almost up to the gifted away. There are many, many
last few months of his lifetime. He brides of yesteryear who carried his
was always fond of growing things flowers in their bouquets.
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but upon making an enquiry about
orchids from a friend he was told that
"they are very hard to grow"—that
statement was enough for Geoff!

Further along the line he became
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h a f e w o t h e r
enthus ias ts and became ins t rumenta l
in forming a group with a common
interest. In 1948 he became the first
President of th is Society and an
untir ing writer of Newsletters and
Cultural Notes, always ready to share
his knowledge—a rare quality among
early New Zealand growers. He never
kept his know-how or methods a
secret. He was always the innovator,
t h e t r i e r o f n e w m e t h o d s a n d d i f f e r e n t
ways to improve his culture to the
extent that he was almost fanatical in
this aspect, trying new mixes, new
p o t s , n e w w a t e r i n g , n e w
n u t r i e n t s — a l w a y s t h e s e e k e r o f
perfection.

He was a firm believer that good
culture and growing conditions were,
and always will be, absolutely the
most important factor, the key, in the
production of superb blooms. On this
point, I must say that I entirely agree
with his opinions.

But his name has never appeared in
t h e l i s t s o f N . Z . O . S . A w a r d s .
Although he was a perfectionist he
was never competitive. He did not
wish to have his plants compared
publicly in a contest. However, he
was always willing to put on a display
of his plants for anyone interested and
did this many times, and in many
places.

H e d e r i v e d t r e m e n d o u s p l e a s u r e
and satisfaction out of growing his
plants outstandingly well.

Some will recall the huge tubs of
Sobralias and Epidendrums, that long,
open greenhouse of huge-bu lbed
Odontoglossums, the bench-loads of
Paphiopedilms—I could go on and
on—ad infinitum, talking about his
d isp lays .

Although Geoff was a prominent
businessman in the mid-years of his
life, I always had the feeling that he
w a s b a s i c a l l y a v e r y p r i v a t e
pe rson —a lways f r i end ly and
cour teous , commun ica t i ve in the
ex t reme, bu t a l so as I sa id—"A
P r i v a t e P e r s o n " .

Not many would know, or even
s u s p e c t , t h e d e p t h o f h i s m a n y
ta len ts . The possessor o f a fine
s i n g i n g v o i c e , h e p e r f o r m e d
frequently on the stage both as a
vocalist and as an actor. He was the
" U n c l e G e o f f ' o f c h i l d r e n ' s r a d i o
s e s s i o n s a n d a s a n e n t e r t a i n e r h e
brought much pleasure to h is
Comrades- in -Arms in Nor th A f r i ca in
the Second World War. Not many
know tha t he served in the Med ica l
Corps, overseas for five years. But
above all he was a modest man. I was
told by a mutual friend that he shared
his deep interest in singing, music and
stage acting with Mrs Laird and in
fact, that was the way that they first
became acquainted. I know that Mrs
Laird and the family will have many
c h e r i s h e d m e m o r i e s o f G e o f f — t h e
true family man. But I would venture
to say that outside his family, there
were not many that really knew him
but we will remember him—to use the
term again—as a true orchidist and
generous mentor to all who were
fortunate enough to meet him.

O n b e h a l f o f t h e N e w Z e a l a n d
Orchid Society and indeed of all orchid
growers throughout New Zealand, we
thank you Mrs Laird, most sincerely,
f o r t h e b e q u e s t t h a t y o u w e r e
instrumental—entirely as your own
wish—in settling on our Society.

It will have many and far reaching
beneficial effects for us all—a fitting
tr ibute to the memory of our old
f r i e n d .
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Orchid Counci l of New Zealand
2nd N.Z. National Judges

Seminar at Taupo
One who attended both Taupo Seminars

Queen's Birthday weekend saw Orchid Judges and associates from
Northland to Southland assemble at the Taupo College.

It was good to see many faces from last year, along with several newcomers,
to make a total attendance of 63, all with the same objective—to broaden our
knowledge and improve judging techniques, to create a uniformity of judging
throughout the country.

We were greeted on arrival with a
friendly smile from the organisers, and
a much needed cuppa. Everyone
brought what flowering plants they
c o u l d , f o r w h i c h w e w e r e m o s t
grateful. A mini show could almost
have been staged.

Saturday morning was the start of a
ve ry we l l o rgan i sed p rog ramme,
which ran to schedule right through to
the end of the seminar, at mid-day on
M o n d a y. C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o t h e
organisers, Ron Maunder and Ron
Roy. There was of course the odd
hiccup, and many laughs along the
w a y .

Subjects covered were as follows:
1. Paphiopedilum species and

primary hybrids. Ron Roy,
C h r i s t c h u r c h .

2. How to award judge modern
hybrid Paphiopedilums. Miriam
Corban , Auck land .

3 . M i n i a t u r e a n d I n t e r m e d i a t e
Cymbidiums—their background
and how to judge them. Cliff
Coles, New Plymouth.

4. Standard Cymbidiums—Is bigger
be t te r? Jane t Mendoza , Lower
M u t t .

5. Some thoughts on standard
Cattleya judging. Syd Wray,
Whangarei.

6. Miniature Cattleya's—Judging
misfi ts ! Rae James, Hami l ton .

7 . O rch id nomenc la tu re—d i f f i cu l t
to say, important to know. Jim
James, Hami l ton .

8. Phalaenopsis—appreciating the
species. Ron Roy, Christchurch.

9. Odontoglossums and their
offspring—what to look for. Ron
Maunder, Tauranga.

10. Show Judging in teams. Russ
Wilkins, Wellington.

11. Masdevallias—getting to know
t h e m a n d a w a r d t h e m . R u s s e l l
Hu t ton , Tuakau .

12 . Dendrob iums—What makes a
good soft-cane Dendrobium.Jim
James, Hami l ton .

13. Miscellaneous Genera—Giving
C.C.'s is not enough. Ross
Tu c k e r, A u c k l a n d .

P r a c t i c a l j u d g i n g f o l l o w e d e a c h
l e c t u r e , a f t e r w h i c h t h e r e w a s a
discussion. We owe thanks to al l the
speakers who must have spent many
hours of preparation on their subjects.
Fortunately most of these people
were a t tend ing the seminar, bu t
special thanks must go to those who
made a special trip to Taupo to speak
t o u s . M i r i a n C o r b a n b r o u g h t a
selection of Paphiopedilums with her
and gave an excel lent ta lk , then
h e a d e d b a c k t o A u c k l a n d . R u s s e l l
Hutton brought a slide programme on
Masdevallias, which he had prepared
using three projectors. This was quite
an eye opener to this increasingly
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popular genus. I think he snatched
f o r t y w i n k s b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g t o
T u a k a u .

One evening a slide programme of
Austral ian awards was presented,
dur ing which an apo logy for the
photography fol lowed most sl ides.
This was a lesson on the importance
of photographing orchid flowers for
a w a r d s .

M o n d a y m o r n i n g w e v i s i t e d
Geo the rm Expo r t s —Commerc ia l
Phalaenopsis flower exporters, where
Alistair McLauchlan made us very
welcome, and supplied us with untold
numbers of Phals. to judge. Even if
you were not a grower, or lover of
Phalaenopsis, you couldn't help but
be impressed. We thank Alistair for
making this visit possible.

During the seminar several awards
w e r e g r a n t e d a n d a r e a w a i t i n g
notification. Taupo Society members
once again helped out with the many
chores involved in running such a
s e m i n a r . E x c e l l e n t m e a l s w e r e
supplied on the premises, as were
morning and afternoon teas.

I'm sure all who attended will agree
tha t such semina rs a re a mus t ,
pa r t i cu la r l y w i th the inc rease in
p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e m i s c e l l a n e o u s
genera, and the extensive hybridising
being carried out world-wide using bi
and multi generics. We must also
b e a r i n m i n d t h e 1 3 t h W o r l d
C o n f e r e n c e i n 1 9 9 0 w h i c h i s f a s t
approaching.
P.S. I would love to have been an owl
on the fence, the night one of our
Regional Registrars was locked out of
h i s m o t e l r o o m !

S A N D E R S L I S T S
T h e O r c h i d C o u n c i l o f N e w
Z e a l a n d h a s d e c i d e d t o c a n v a s
i n t e r e s t e d o r c h i d e n t h u s i a s t s f o r
interest in buying Sanders Lists in
a b u l k o r d e r .

D e t a i l s n e x t i s s u e .

A P O R O S T Y L I S
A c q u a i n t a n c e s o f w e l l k n o w n

commercial orchid grower Kathleen
B l a c k w i l l b e s a d d e n e d t o h e a r o f t h e
passing of her only daughter, who had
spent many years in Europe. Kath has
also been hospitalized recently after
falling down a concrete trench in the
constructions at her nursery. She is
on deck again now. Extra staff have
been noticed in the nursery recently
and we wonder if she is expanding or
starting to take life easier!

Shows are all over and how did they
go th is year? From a l l accounts
a t t e n d a n c e s w e r e d o w n a n d fl o w e r s
l a t e . P l a n t s s u c h a s S a r c o c h i l u s
hartmanni and Coelogyne cr istata
didn't make many shows and a lot of
quality cymbidiums and devonianum
m i n i a t u r e s w e r e n ' t o u t i n t i m e d u e t o
t h e c o l d w i n t e r . C o m m e r c i a l s e l l e r s
report lower sales at shows and malls,
and p r i ces have t umb led . Show
attendances were down by up to
50% and sales table receipts fel l
general ly. The only northern club
"cracking hardy" was Waikato who
reckon they held their own! However,
increased admission no doubt helped
t h e m . S o m e s o c i e t i e s r e d u c e d t h e i r
shows to two-day affairs because of
higher venue charges. They will be
wondering which way to go for their
next year's shows. Tauranga Orchid
Societies latest newsletter reports
that the average price of plants sold
o n t h e i r s a l e s t a b l e h a s f a l l e n f r o m
$12.80 in 1983 to $7.43 this year.
N o d o u b t p a r t l y b e c a u s e l o c a l
exporters flood the area with cull
plants at giveaway prices as low as
$8.00 for a flowering plant, but also
b e c a u s e t a s t e s i n t h e n o r t h ( a n d
possibly elsewhere) have shifted to
c h e a p e r o t h e r - g e n e r a p l a n t s .
However, cymbidiums are still popular
in the deep south and are reported to
s t i l l s e H i n fl o w e r f r o m $ 3 0 - $ 6 0 e a c h !

S p e c i e s e n t h u s i a s t s a n d o t h e r
genera bu f fs never though t they
would see the day when something
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other than a cymbidium would win
Grand Champion at the "big" shows.
This year Alf Day did it with a lovely
C y p r i p e d i u m s p e c i e s w i t h t h r e e
flowers, a t the N.Z.O.S. Show.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s A l f . Yo u h a v e
g iven hope to g rowers o f "o ther
genera".

The Waikato 0.8. Spring Show in
Hamilton was another grand affair
wi th some excel lent p lants being
t a b l e d — n o d o u b t d r a w n f r o m
elsewhere too, to compete for the
high prize monies from sponsors.
C o m m e r c i a l b o o t h s w e r e r e i n t r o d u c e d
and visiting U.S. Judge Ned Nash,
addressed the Friday night Dinner and
P r i z e g i v i n g C e r e m o n y . G r a n d
C h a m p i o n w a s a h u g e w h i t e
phalaenopsis and other top plants
were an orange mini-cat, a very dark
odont. and the usual cymbidiums.
These were tastefully displayed with
their cups and ribbons on a specially
const ructed is land d isp lay, which
m a d e t h e n e a s y t o fi n d . A n
HCC/OCNZ award was given to a
beautiful green miniature cymbidium
Cool Change (Minette x King Arthur)
and other awards from other judging
systems were in evidence.

S o m e e x c i t e m e n t w a s c a u s e d i n t h e
dying minutes of the show downstairs
in the sales area where Allan Napper
auc t i oned o f f beau t i f u l flower i ng
p l a n t s o f p h a l a e n o p s i s a n d
paphiopedilums for $ 9.00 to $ 16.00!
W h i l e t h e o t h e r s t a l l h o l d e r s c a l l e d i t a
day and packed up, a large crowd
gathered looking for bargains. The
well known owner joined in the fun
with groans and gr imaces as the
p l a n t s w e r e k n o c k e d d o w n a t
g iveaway pr ices. He hastened to
reassure everyone that room in his
van was the problem—not liquidity or
geothermal steami Overseas visitors
and those recent ly returned f rom
A u s t r a l i a r a t e d t h e s h o w a s " b e t t e r
than Adelaide or Sydney", so watch
out Syd Monkhouse, Darryl Bell and
his band are going to surpass you!

V A L E
Al ice (Els ie) Blackmore
I regard it as an honour to be asked to

write a tribute to the late Alice (Elsie)
Blackmore. Certainly in the Northern
part of New Zealand both Elsie and the
late Albert Blackmore were people of
special standing in the orchid world, but
their life-long interest in orchids has
ensured their place in the history of this
par t icu lar ac t iv i ty th roughout the
c o u n t r y .

Elsie was for some years the Editor of
the New Zealand Orchid Society's
Newsletter. When she and Albert felt the
time had come to do so, they were
instrumental in forming the North Shore
Orchid Society, and it is as a member of
this group that I write these words.

Elsie was our first President, Albert our
first Patron. When Albert died, Elsie
became our second Patron, and until her
death a few months ago she attended
every meeting that her health permitted.
With failing eyesight, and in spite of
increasing frailty, she came to our
meetings when I am sure she would have
often preferred to stay quietly at home.
But that was Elsie—a very strong lady.

H e r c h i e f l o v e w a s o f m i n i a t u r e
cymbidiums and there is one named for
her. She was also involved in the making
of the hybrid Masrudel which, in part,
commemorates her name. Fittingly,
this crossing produced vigorous and
productive plants, which it is hoped
wi l l be reta ined in the co l lect ions of
o u r m e m b e r s .

Elsie lived a very full 85 years, and died
peacefully.

Her personality was a formidable one,
and her influence will long be felt by those
who had the privilege of knowing her
w e l l .

Beverley O'Dowda
North Shore Orchid Society
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PESTS OF ORCHIDS
2. Slugs and Snails

Gary Barker

There are about 100,000 species of molluscs worldwide. The majority of
these are marine animals, living from the ocean depths to the shores. In the
ocean, pulling the head and body Into the shell was chiefly a means of defense
against being eaten. On rocky shores where there is the ebb and flow of tides,
the retreat Into a shell provided as much protection against drying out as
against being eaten. The slugs and snails found In our gardens and
greenhouses are representatives of molluscs that have adapted to life on land.
Having a shell on their back, a mobile garage into which the body can be
withdrawn, provided the means for a snail to venture forth onto land. Some
snails can survive months, if not years, of drought (becoming dormant during
dry weather), by aestivating inside their shells. Confining their bouts of activity
to the moist, cool hours of darkness Is also an adaption to life on the land for
t h e s n a i l .

In many forest regions, where moisture Feeding by slugs and snails depends on
Is abundant, the snail shell has lost a great protruding a tongue-like organ, the
dealof its value in water retention. In the radula, coated with a few to many
course of evolution, many of these forest thousands of teeth on its surface. When
molluscs have lost their shells, or nearly protruded, the teeth on the radula can
so. They have evolved into slugs. In the scrape, pierce, cut or tear the object with
course of becoming 'sluggish' various which they come in contact and produce
changes in body organs have made slugs small bits for swallowing. On orchids the
well adapted to life without a protective buds and flowers are favoured foods of the
shell, and are able to cope with brown garden snail and slugs, as their soft
alternating bouts of dehydration and tissues are easily handled by the radula.
h y d r a t i o n . O n o c c a s i o n , fl o w e r s t e m s , l e a v e s , n e w

The slugs and snails of concern to us as shoots ̂  the tips of ex|xĵ  roots will be
orchid growers in New Zealand are e^^en. The presence of slirne trails and
among the most hardy and adaptable of 'a6cal strings wil confirm that slugs orthe terrestrial species. They are species snails are the culprits,
which evolved in the nor^em hemisphere jhe orchid snail is at home in the
and, because of their ability to survive In greenhouse but not common outside
habitats modified by man, have become greenhouses in New Zealand. The
established in many parts of the world use of bark and other loosely packed
outside their native range. The snails potting media undoubtedly
mo^ troublesome are the brown garden contributes to the widespread naturesnail (Helix ̂ persa), a native of meadows, of infestations. Many sources of bark
heaths and dunes of Europe and the ai-0 apparently infested by the snails
British Isles, and the orchid snail and few greenhouses have escaped
/ZoA7/to/flfesa/6o/e(ysMhichoiiglnatesfrom invasion. The moist, dark spacesthe forests of North America. between the pieces of bark In the pot

Of the 12 exotic slugs established In offer Ideal breeding places for these
New Zealand, only three species are snails. Individual pots may house
common In greenhouses: the brown field several dozen snails. Infestations
slug (Deroceraspanormitanum), from the often go unnoticed until the roots are
Mediterranean; the grey field slug Inspected In the course of repotting.
(Deroceras retlculatum)Uo^(\B^xope•,QX\6 The snails feed on the orchid roots,
Bourguignat'sslug (Z.e/7/77a/7A7/a/7ycfe//syof destroying the terminal growths and
southern Europe and northern Africa, sections of the velamen. The vigour
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The o rch id sna i l , Zon i t o i des a rbo reus
T h e s e c a n r e a c h a s h e l l s i z e o f 5 m m b u t t h e
common size range is 2-3mm.

of young plants is reduced by heavy
infestations and damaged roots are
undoubtedly prone to infect ion by
bacteria and fungi.

A Cymbidium flower damaged by slugs

The brown field slug, Deroceras panormitanum

O v e r s e a s Z . a r b o r e u s h a s b e e n
referred to under a variety of common
names, including bark snail, bush
snail, orchid snail.
I n N e w Z e a l a n d Z . a r b o r e u s ,
OxychHus alliarius {garlic snail), 0.
cellarius (cellar snail) and juvenile 0.
draparnaudi (draparnaudi's snail) are
often confused and wrongly identified
because their shells are basically
similar in shape, colour and size. All
have been referred to as bush snails,
although O. alliarius and O. cellarius
are most common under trees, wood,
etc., outdoors. The Oxyc/i/'/f/sspecies
d o o c c u r i n n u r s e r i e s a n d a r e
o c c a s i o n a l l y f o u n d i n o r c h i d
greenhouses.
Sphagnum moss is a suitable habitat
f o r b o t h Z . a r b o r e u s a n d 0 .
a l l iar ius/cel lar ius. For moss col lected
f r o m n a t i v e h a b i t a t a r e a s i n N e w
Zealand i t is l ikely to contain O.
cellarius occasionally, and even one or
t w o o f t h e s e v e r a l h u n d r e d n a t i v e
snail species.

The orchid snail generally shuns the
commonly used snail baits. Control
c a n b e a c h i e v e d b y r e p e a t e d
drenching of the pots with Mesurol
{75% active ingredient Methiocarb,
wettable powder) at the rate of 6.6
gm per litre of water. The alternative
is to repot the plants into clean mix,
taking care to remove snails which
may remain on the roots.

( T h e s m a l l e s t p a c k o f w e t t a b l e
powder Mesurol is 1.5 kg at $ 1 24.00
r e t a i l ) .
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Infestations of the brown garden
snai l usual ly resul t f rom colonies
o u t s i d e . S n a i l s i n s e a r c h o f m o i s t u r e
or warmth find their way into the
greenhouse. Their size means their
presence is generally noticed before a
breeding colony is established in the
greenhouse. Slugs will also invade
the g reenhouse f rom grassed o r
weedy surrounds, and can establish
breeding colonies provided there Is
adequate moisture and cover. If the
o r c h i d h o u s e a n d s u r r o u n d s h a v e
been kept free of debris and weeds
t h e i n c i d e n c e o f t h e s e m e n a c e s w i l l
be kept at a minimum. Scattering
m o l l u s c i c i d e b a i t s a b o u t t h e fl o o r o f
the greenhouse at regular intervals
will further assist in preventing the
brown garden snail and the slugs
becoming established. Two types of
ba i t s a re ava i lab le in New Zea land ;
one containing metaldehyde as the
toxicant (e.g. Coopers Slugex Pellets;
Raid Slug 'n' Snail; Yates Blitzem
P e l l e t s ; S l u g S l a m ) , t h e o t h e r
containing methiocarb (e.g. Mesurol
Snail and Slug Pellets). The latter bait
type is generally most effective under
greenhouse condit ions, and should be
applied at a rate of 1g per square
m e t r e .

G . M . B a r k e r
Ruakura So i l P lan t Research S ta t i on

N o t e :
Sevin is a trade name for carbaryl.
L i k e a n u m b e r o f c a r b a m a t e
insecticides, carbaryl is mildly toxic to
slugs and snails but should not be
r e c o m m e n d e d a s a m e a n s o f c o n t r o l .

Jeyes Fluid may kill snails but is not
likely to be as effective as Mesurol.

Closing Dates

C Y M B I D I U M
C U LT U R E N O T E S

D E C E M B E R / J A N U A R Y

- G o r d o n M a n e y

December, January, February are
the months when the buds are set, so
of course if you want flowers next
s e a s o n , f e e d i n g i s e x t r e m e l y
important.

M i c r o f e e d 2 1 4 a n d P e t e r s B l o s s o m
Booster are ideal. If, however, you
cannot obtain these, 2 parts dried
blood, 6 parts superphosphate and 2
parts potash, thoroughly mixed and
placed round your plants once a
m o n t h , a t t h e r a t e o f 1 0 m l o r a
dessertspoon to a 25cm (10") pot,
plus once a week Phostrogen, 5ml to
9 l i t r e s ( 2 g a l l o n s ) . B e s u r e t o
thoroughly water before feeding.

Because it is getting much hotter
now, the plants are drying out more
quick ly, so you must water more
frequently. This of course helps to
keep red spider at bay and wi th
i n c r e a s e d f e e d i n g y o u n e e d t o
thoroughly leach the plants five days
after feeding, to stop the build up of
s a l t s .

Watch for scale insects. Personally
if I find a plant infested I spray with All
S e a s o n s O i l w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f
wettable powder Malathion, at the
rate of 10ml to 5 litres of water.

I certainly do not spray al l my
plants—this is definitely a mistake.
Keep plants out of the sun af ter
spraying or they'll burn.

F o r a p h i d s a n d c a t e r p i l l a r s ,
wettable powder Orthene is excellent.

Vol. 13, No. 2: 31st January
7 Har row P lace

P a / m e r s t o n N o r t h
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P a c i fi c O r c h i d V i s i t s

Hunting Wild Orchids in Fiji
Par t 2

O s B l u m h a r d t

Os and his companions Ai and Eric took a brief look along the coast road
between Nadi and Suva, then spent two days on the smaller island of Taveuni,
before returning to Viti Levu. During their flight, they saw a large lake and dam
i n t h e m o u n t a i n s b e h i n d N a d i .

The next day, Monday, we decided so we decided to return by an
to try orchid hunting in the area of the alternative route, a road shown on our
water-supply dam, as we had seen map as connecting with the Nausori
areas of bush near the lake. We hired Heights road, east of Nadi. A little
a rental car and had a look first at the way along we came to a place where
project Don Burness was working on. some large land-slides had taken
It is a garden featuring orchids that away the road, but there seemed to be
will eventually be opened for tour a detour of sorts around the top. We
parties. They have built a fairly long proceeded very slowly, a little at a
covered walkway, with timber to walk time until we came to a place where
on, and orchids hung both sides under huge boulders had been blasted,
shade-c loth. The garden is cal led leaving broken rocks a l l over the
"Sleeping Giant", as the ridge of the track, making it quite impassable,
hills behind it looks like the silhouette However, we were nearly through and
of a very large man lying on his back, didn't fancy turning back, so we

We set off towards the dam, but shifted rocks, filled holes and cleared
had difficulty finding the way, so ® passage for the car, and eventually
when Eric spotted the water got the car through. When we got to
treatment station, we turned in to get the junction with the Nauson Heights
ins t ruc t ions . The men work ing there a s ign which sa id
were about to have their lunch, so we , section we had
took ours in and had it with them, come through!
They offered us a cup of what they On Tuesday morning Don Burness
called "No. 9 tea" which was boiling picked us up from the hotel, then
water on f resh lemon leaves, and a stopped again at h is home for
good refreshing drink it was. After provisions and Epeli, their gardener
lunch one of the men showed us all and odd job man who was coming
round the treatment station, which with us. He also picked up a little
was of particular interest to Eric, who French lady, Rene, elderly but spry,
had spent all his working life building and very talkative, who wanted to be
water supply dams, pipe-lines and in on the adventure,
access roads, etc., in the Hunua Don headed north and followed the
ranges, near Auckland. main coast road as far as Tavua, and

When we got to the Vaturu Dam, headed inland, getti^ng to
we found that the trees had been so hlf darivatu, about 2,500 feet
battered and stripped by the altitude, in time for lunch,
hurricanes that orchid hunting was a Across the val ley was a bush-
complete waste of t ime. The road in covered peak called Lomailangi
was narrow and winding, and went up (heaven) rising perhaps another
and down hills at very steep grades, thousand feet, and we headed up that
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in the afternoon, leaving Rene to do
some painting. The lower slopes were
all planted in pine forest, then a belt of
Eucalyptus and then we got into
native vegetation and immediately
s t a r t e d fi n d i n g o r c h i d s , i n
considerable variety, though they
were hard to see in the trees.

We soon had Eric working full-time
photographing those that were in
fl o w e r , w h i c h i n c l u d e d D e n d r o b i u m
mohlianum, D. prasinum, D. gordonii
and one that Don had no name for, but
which I am certain is D. gracilicaule,
an Aust ra l ian spec ies wi th smal l
y e l l o w fl o w e r s . A l s o t w o
Bulbophyllums, one brown, the other
maroon, but very small flowers.

We found a plant of the Coelogyne
that we'd found on Taveuni, this time
in flower, with two blooms about 6cm
or 7 cm diameter, green with brown
on the lip.

Coelogyne sp.
Photography: Er ie Scanlan

On Wednesday morning we piled
i n t o t h e v a n a n d h e a d e d a w a y
towards the Monasavu Hydro Dam,
e a s t o r s o u t h - e a s t o f w h e r e w e w e r e .
We stopped in the pine forest where
t h e r e w e r e a f e w V u n g a
(Metrosideros) trees and Podocarpus
neriifoHa along a stream and Don
s p o t t e d a c l u m p o f D e n d r o b i u m
s p a t b u l a t u m o n a b r a n c h o v e r t h e
stream. This is a Latouria type that
Don says is fairly rare. It is a sturdy
plant with stems up to a metre long,
but had no blooms. Eric and Al got
out the climbing gear, and succeeded
in ge t t i ng i t . I n the meant ime I
climbed a leaning Vunga, further back
through a tangle of high lantana and
got a couple of good large plants of D.
sertatum and a small D. prasinum.

It was raining at the dam so we
could not see much there, so we

D e n d r o b i u m m o h l i a n u m
Photography: Er ic Scanlan

Rene had dinner cooking when we
got back to the house and afterwards
we sat round a large open fire (not
rea l l y necessary bu t par t o f the
colonial t radi t ion).

D e n d r o b i u m s e r t a t u m
Photography: Er ic Scanlan
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returned to two promising fallen trees
we had seen on the way in. Both had
a good lot of orchids on them. One
had mostly D. mohlianum, but no
flowers. The other had quite a lot of
D . s e r t a t u m , b u t t h e s e w e r e s e l f -
coloured, in very pale to quite deep
p i n k . T h e r e w e r e a l s o m o r e D .
p r a s i n u m , c o e l o g y n e , e r i a , a n d
bulbophyllums and a creeping orchid
that looked like a bulbophyllum, but
had its small red blooms rising singly
from the tops of the pseudobulbs.
There were also lots of a small plant
like a SarcochUus, but with tiny white
flowers iPhreat ia v i t iens is) .

I We also found a small, reddish frog
hiding among the fallen epiphytes,
a n d D o n s a i d t h i s w a s a r a t h e r r a r e
native. He was duly released after
having his portrait taken.

At one place we stopped for a D.
prasinum flowering on a clay bank.
D o n s a i d i t m u s t h a v e b e e n b l o w n
there by a storm and couldn't survive
there, so we dug it up, but it had by
far the best root-system of any we
had found, and had obviously been
growing there for at least a couple of
years, rooted several inches into the
clay. I suppose that two metres up on
a n e a r - v e r t i c a l b a n k i t w o u l d h a v e
per fect dra inage, so the medium
w o u l d b e a l m o s t i r r e l e v a n t .

We returned to" the house, collected
our bedding, etc., and set out for
home arriving at the hotel about 8.00

S p . m .
In the morning I took a taxi to Don's

where I spent all day sorting plants,
cleaning leaves and roots, recording
and naming. Next day we finished
preparing the plants and bedded them
in trays of moss.

On Saturday we did some shopping
in Nadi and arranged for a rental car
for Sunday. We had done most of
what we had planned, and were now
k i l l ing t ime t i l l our depar ture on
T u e s d a y m o r n i n g . O n S u n d a y

morning we made an early start on our
final excursion into the hills, heading
up to the Nausori Heights and on to
the bush areas beyond. All of the
bush in this area was severely
battered and hopeless for orchids.
The tree-trunks still standing had been
"water-blasted" clean and white by
the hu r r i canes and the l i t t e r on the
g r o u n d w a s d i s a p p e a r i n g u n d e r
creepers and other soft vegetation.

We did find two small trees in a
gully with a bulbophyllum and two
dendrobiums on them, and found one
small D. gordonii on a fallen branch.

At the head of the Sigatoka Valley I
spotted some D. tokai on a small tree
a n d t h a t w a s t h e l a s t w e s a w o f
o r c h i d s . W e c o n t i n u e d d o w n t h e
valley to Sigatoka and turned east,
a n d t h e n t r i e d a s m a l l r o a d t h a t
h e a d e d i n l a n d , b u t s a w n o m o r e
orchids, so headed home.

On Monday morning I went out to
Don's fairly early to get the plants
other than orch ids ident ified, and to
get all the plants packed for transport.
I then took the plants to the airport for
ag r i cu l tu re c lea rance . My impor t
permit stated that the orchids had to
be dipped in an insecticide, so the
officers dipped all plants in a mixture
o f w h i t e o i l a n d d i a z i n o n .

We had a qu ick fl igh t back to
Auck land nex t morn ing , and the
agriculture people cleared my plants
fairly quickly, so that I was able to
c a t c h t h e a f t e r n o o n fl i g h t f o r
Whangarei.

The numerous handlings and also
the oil dip caused a lot of roots to die
on the orchid plants and a lot of leaves
fell off, but the only orchids I lost were
some of the least important, such as
Phreatia and Taeniophyiium, and most
plants are now making new growth
a n d r o o t s .

No. 9 R.D.
Whangarei
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W A T E A
O U T L E T

FERTILISER DISPENSER
The Idea l add i t ion to your orch id
c o l l e c t i o n .
The advantages of using Fert*0'Mat.
Easy to fit, simple to use, fertilize as
you water, even d is t r ibut ion of
f e r t i l i z e r, u s e w i t h a n y w a t e r i n g
s y s t e m , q u i c k , c o n v e n i e n t w i t h
e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . U n i t c o m e s
c o m p l e t e w i t h f e r t i l i z e r p l u g s I n
Initial purchase price.
Orchid experts agree orchids do best
with regular soluble fertilizer feeds of
fairly low strength.
Two analysis of fert i l izer avai lable:
"Quick Green" corresponds to the
U . S . r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o r o r c h i d s o f
3 0 — 1 0 — 1 0 o r N . Z . 3 0 — 5 — 8 .

"General Purpose" corresponds closely to the U.S. 10—10—10 for
orchids In spike (Generally known as the blossom booster.)
Ferto-O-Mat provides the three mairr elements N.P.K. In the proportions
recommended by both U.S. and N.Z. Orchid experts for orchids. (American Orchid
Society Bulletin, N.Z. Orchid Review, Department Scientific & Industrial Research,
Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.) Both formula of fertilizer contain essential trace
e l e m e n t s .

For best results use Fert-0*Mat with every watering. Quick Green is
recommended for spring/summer growth. General Purpose
b l o s s o m t i m e .
Fert-O-Mat is also highly recommended for use In flower and
vegetable gardening. Use Fert-O-Mat and judge the results for
yoursel f .

AVAILABLE FROM SELECTED GARDEN CENTRES AND HARDWARE OUTLETS.

N . Z . D i s t r i b u t o r s

A U S T R A L A S I A N I M P O R T S L T D .
P. O . B o x 2 3 - 0 9 6
Papatoetoe

P h o n e : 2 7 8 - 4 3 7 6
2 7 8 - 2 0 3 9
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S O M E O B S E RVAT I O N S O N
P H A L A E N O P S i S

John Campbell

I think anyone who attended the International Orchid Conference Show, in
Wellington, will agree that there were a lot of mighty good Phalaenopsis there
and to pick out the best two or three would be a difficult job. From a judge's
point of view, I should of course be able to do this, but I am still a keen enough
orchid grower to discard judging standards and choose something mediocre
simply because I like it. I'm not trying to knock the judging system but I firmly
believe that "Beauty is in the eye of the beholder".

I have Phalaenopsis crosses in my
collection which I made years ago,
none of them have award potential
b u t I l o v e t h e m .

Firstly, they are my babies and
b l o o d ' s t h i c k e r t h a n w a t e r .

Secondly, by a stroke of luck, some
of my early crosses produced some
very unusual colours. Yellows with
peachy overtones, salmon colours,
not at all common. Considering the
back-yard hick who bred them, these
w e r e r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g r e s u l t s .
Perfume I Some of the darned things
had this as a bonus. Who could throw
out any 'not too bad looking' Phal.
with all the above traits—certainly not
me. Now don't get me wrong, I'd still
take a six inch, full formed dark pink
Phal. off you if you were giving it
away. I love them too. What I 'm
driving at, is that we shouldn't be too
influenced by judging standards.

Let's look at the good Phals. on
s h o w a n d m a k e s o m e o b s e r v a t i o n s .

The judging rules would have us
c h o o s e t h o s e fl o w e r s n i c e a n d r o u n d
like a saucer, slightly cupped like a
saucer or preiferably flat and as large
as a saucer, if possible. Now just
assume that every Phal. on display fell
into that category. I just can't help
feeling we would get a bit bored with
t h e m .

To me, I feel that the large whites
and many of the pinks have gone
about as far as they can go. Now I

hear gasps of horror, where did that
man get his judging ticket, was it the
l o c a l k i n d e r g a r t e n d a n d e l i o n
competit ion?

Well, I had a fairly critical look at
s o m e o f t h o s e P h a l s . a n d I t h i n k s o m e
have been pushed too far. The great
aim has been to get those two petals
large and round enough to overlap in
front of the dorsal sepal. All right,
some do, don' t they? Now where
does uniformity end? Once we breed
floral parts large enough to overlap
each other, then some part is being
hidden. Is that uniformity?

I saw one Phal. at the Show with
huge petals. They were so large that
they locked together and forced each
other forwards and to my eyes didn't
look a bit nice. Perhaps I'm a stirrer.

Myself, I'm satisfied with the big
whites and pinks; I'm off after the
novelt ies as the range of colour,
shape , subs tance and tex tu re i s
exciting.

I'm sorry you breeders of massive
wh i te Pha laenops is bu t I reckon
you've gone too phlippin phar.

2 1 B l a k e s R o a d
P r e b b l e t o n
Canterbury

/ 0 \
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We are pleased to have received two replies to the letter about Brassia
verrucosa in our May/June Issue, and both are included here. Sharing and
pooling information of this kind is valuable, and wewelcome further queries and
o b s e r v a t i o n s .

E d i t o r s

Flowering
Brass ia Verrucosa

G l e n n A n d e r s o n

Brassia verrucosa Spring 1985
Grower and Photographer: Glenn Anderson

I n t h e M a y / J u n e 1 9 8 6 i s s u e ,
Dorothy Dennis of Te Puke wrote of
her experiences with trying to flower
Brassia verrucosa. We bought our
plant from a society sales table at the
Ta r a n a k i O r c h i d S h o w b a c k i n 1 9 8 1 .
I t was obviously a back division,
consisting of two large old bulbs and
four much smal le r, newer bu lbs . For
the next three years it continued to
grow and multiply with never a sign of
a fl o w e r . T h e n i n 1 9 8 4 i t h a d t w o
small spikes, and in 1 985, three much

l a r g e r s p i k e s a n d m o r e fl o w e r s . ( I t
was at this stage that the photograph
w a s t a k e n ) .

Culturally, we treat our plant like a
sunny M i l t on ia . We g row mos t l y
Cat t 's , which are a l lowed to become
fairly dry between waterings, but the
Miltonias get misted every warm day
a n d w a t e r e d 2 - 3 t i m e s m o r e o f t e n
t h a n t h e C a t t ' s . B u t , w h e r e a s t h e
Miltonias are kept slightly shaded the
Brassia is kept in a brighter spot.
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O u r g l a s s h o u s e t e m p e r a t u r e
doesn't go below 12 ®Cln winter and
gets up to 30 °C on a warm summer's
day.

With reference to Dorothy's letter I
tend to think her plant could use some
more warmth in winter. Perhaps,
also, April was a little late to divide
and repot. The divided plants would

be entering the winter with no new
a c t i v e r o o t s .

But the catch words for our growing
conditions would have to be 'WARM,
S U N N Y, M O I S T ' . A n d w e m u s t b e
doing something right. There are now
(August 1986) seven new spikes
showing. ^2; Pukehangi Road

R o t o r u a

Flowering
B r a s s i a v e r r u c o s a

B o b M c C u l l o c h

A couple of years ago, I saw a
b a c k b u l b o f B r a s s i a v e r r u c o s a o n t h e
Sales Table at a Spring Show. As the
saying goes, it is a beginner's plant
and I liked the look of it, so it came
home with me and has lived with my
seedling Cattleyas ever since.

It ha^ grown in an unspectacular
sort of way, wi th long pauses in
winter which make me almost forget
about it, so when I read a recent letter
complaining about the difficulty of
flowering it, it seemed like a good
time to pick it up and see what it was
up to. It was a bit of a surprise to see
that it was in spike, as I was mentally
prepared to wait another few years
and several repottings before giving
my 'beg inner ' s p lan t ' t o ano the r
beginner just to get a bit of bench
s p a c e .

During last summer, the plant was
kept in the glasshouse with Cattleya
seedlings, shaded with two layers of
30% shadec lo th , and w i th the wa l l s
a n d h a l f o f t h e r o o f a r e a c o v e r e d w i t h
white expanded polystyrene, and with
the floor and p lants hosed every
m o r n i n g b e f o r e I w e n t t o w o r k .
Watering was done between one and
three times a week, depending on the
weather, and feeding was carried out

after every watering. Temperatures
were a maximum of 35 °C during the
day, and sometimes as low as 16 °C
at night, and humidity varied between
6 0 % a n d 1 0 0 % .

As the weather got cooler, watering
/feeding was gradually reduced to
once every two weeks, and from the
beginning of June was stopped
altogether except for a spray with the
hose once a month on a sunny day.
The thermostat is set to turn on the
heater at 12°C, but with the cold
weather during the winter it couldn't
keep the temperature up and on
several occasions it dropped to 6 °C.

All the seedlings have started to put
out new shoots and watering/feeding
was started again in early September.
The Brassia hasn't got a new shoot,
so this may be a desperate effort to
flower and reproduce before dying, or
it could be the natural growth pattern
of the plant.

In any event, it is going to flower,
and I can't really say that i t has
received any special treatment. Now
that I know it is difficult to flower,
next year will be the test!

1 8 D a v i s C r e s c e n t
Upper Hutt
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B A Y O F P L E N T Y / V
C O M M U N I T Y C O L L E G E

T I S S U E C U LT U R E C O U R S E S
We are running a series of introductory two day courses as well as our
comprehensive five day courses in 1 987. Both courses incorporate
student practical work conducted in our modern lab, specially designed
for teaching tissue culture.
C o u r s e F e e s a r e :

$55.00 for the two day course
$220.00 for the five day course, including GST

Fees cover personal tuition, course materials and a complete Tissue
C u l t u r e M a n u a l .

For further information regarding dates of the courses and registration,
please contact:

Bay of Plenty Community College
Private Bag
Tauranga

C O M M U N I T Y P O T S
Increase your collection or share with a friend. Healthy well grown
plants in 5's for $15 or 10's for $25 Cattleyas. Odontoglossums,
Vandas, Zygopetalums, Phalaenopsis.
Send SSAE for Our rtew list.

Spring Specials
P a p h . s u k h a k u l i i fl o w e r i n g s i z e $ 1 3 . 5 0
P a p h . g r a t r i x i a n u m fl o w e r i n g s i z e $ 1 6 . 5 0
Paph. Diversion New Orleans x Yurba Buena 'White Cap'

( l o v e l y l a r g e y e l l o w / g r e e n ) fl o w e r i n g s i z e $ 1 0 . 5 0
Packing and postage $1.00 up to 5 plants, $2 for more than 5 plants.

Our new summer catalogue has just been released, send SSAE for your
c o p y .

HOUSE OF ORCHIDS
145 Manuka Road, Glenfie ld , Auck land 10

P h o n e 4 4 4 - 9 7 7 1
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PUKEKURA CORNER

I ' M O N E O F T H E M U G S -
W I L L Y O U J O I N M E F O R 1 9 9 0 ?

George Fuller N.D.H. (N.Z.)

Almost 100 years ago two auspicious gentlemen, Watson and Bean referring
to Masdevallias recorded the following profound statement in "Orchids: Their
Culture and-Management". "One has to know these plants to understand the
fascination they have for horticulturists. They grow on one until the desire for
them becomes almost a mild species of madness". Nothing has changed.

R e c e n t e n q u i r i e s h a v e c o n v i n c e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 5 0 s p e c i e s o f
me that if there is any truth in the masdevallia, 60 of dracula and 10 of
above, the numbers of orchidaceously dryadella. How many are represented
demented individuals is increasing at in New Zealand? To my surprise,
a s tagger ing ra te and there is a deta i ls f rom on ly four co l lec t ions
likelihood that if the Government gets reveal that we have at least 81, 13
to learn of it, a tax will surely be and 3 respectively and there will be a
i m p o s e d . b i g i n c r e a s e o n t h o s e fi g u r e s i f

Per capita, we must have an enthusiasts are willing to forward
exceptionally high ratio of enthusiasts details. Even if the mformation is not
growing introduced orchids and if we used in connection with thenarrow this down to species, I rather conference, it is still of irnportance
think that we would be near the top in "Oth nationally and internationally,
the world stakes. Formidable in the My request is that those who have
ranking must be the masdeval l ia the above genera, plus associated
a l l i a n c e . T h e r a n g e o f t h e s e c o o l g r o u p s s u c h a s r e s t r e p i a ,
g row ing , compac t , co lou r fu l , l ong p leu ro tha l l i s , e t c . , r eco rd them,
lasting and very intriguing orchids preferably in alphabetical order and
now being grown in this country is forward these results to me. The
qu i te impress ive and w i th a v iew to source o f p lan ts wou ld be he lp fu l f
lett ing the rest of the world know information but not essential and
about it, the group should come under numbers of plants do not matter
greater scrutiny. If information can be unless the owner particularly wishes
dispersed soon, we just may be able to sell or exchange them. If there are
to attract a greater number of visitors several different clones of the same
to the 1990 conference and this species or hybrid this would be useful
could include masdevallia specialists, information.

As a step in this direction, it would In order to safeguard privacy and
be desirable to compile a national confidentiality, any list of clones that
r e g i s t e r o f a l l t h e c l o n e s o f w a s p r e p a r e d f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n w o u l d
masdevallia and allied genera such as have no reference to ownership or
dracula, dryadella, etc. I have it on origin. It would be helpful if it was
good authori ty that there are made clear on the l ist whether or not
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the in fo rmat ion con ta ined was to be
kept confidential. Any enquiries
gene ra ted wou ld be hand led by
passing them on to the owner to make
d e c i s i o n s o n w h e t h e r c o n t a c t w o u l d
be made with the enquirer unless in
the compiling of the list, the owner
s t a t e s t h a t h e o r s h e i s n o t c o n c e r n e d
about confidentiality.

A n o t h e r f a c t o r c o u l d b e i n c l u d e d a t
this stage and that would be to note
w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e o w n e r w o u l d b e
wi l l ing to co-operate in supply of
plants if it was considered feasible to
mount a joint display at the 1990
con fe rence . Pe rhaps some have
bright ideas on the subject—let's hear
them. It would be a help if growers
could record which Masdevallias they
have flowering during September and
w h e t h e r fl o w e r i n g t i m e c a n b e
regulated in any way.

To add some grist to the mill some
New Zealand growers have numerous
unflowered hybrid seedlings available,
some have seedlings still in flasks, yet
others have pods and several have a
glint in their eye and a hand-lens In
the i r pocke t wa i t i ng fo r su i tab le
parents to flower with a view to either
selfing rare species or producing new
hybrids. The next few years will be
exciting in both fields.

The mention of pockets recalls another
g rea t exc i t emen t i n t he masdeva l l i a
world. If anyone has about $1,200
burning a hole in their pocket, it would be
w i s e l y i n v e s t e d i n a m a m m o t h
publication recently started in Germany
with the towering name 'Thesaurus
M a s d e v a l l i a r u m ' ( A Tr e a s u r y o f
Masdevallias). It is being produced in a
succession of parts, each of which includes
1 5 species in natural size and colour. It is
pleasing to know that at least four sets are
coming to enthusiasts in this country, all
in the North Island. With seven parts
here already, concern is being expressed
at the disturbing weight imbalance
b e t w e e n t h e t w o i s l a n d s a n d S o u t h
Islanders are being exhorted to subscribe
in order that we won't capsize before
1 9 9 0 !

"Who is dis MUG Fuller anyway?"
Dracula chimaera looking for a victim.
Grower : Pukekura Park Photography: G. Fu l le r

Oh, yes! And what about this MUGS
business that I started with? Did you pick
up the clues? Well, it has to stand for
'Masdevallias Under Greater Scrutiny'
of course! No charge to join—just a
d o n a t i o n o f b l o o d f o r t h e d r a c u l a s .

C u r a t o r
P u k e k u r a P a r k

New Plymouth City Council
Private Bag

New Plymouth

T O W A R D S 1 9 9 0
In Hawkes Bay, an elderly orchid

e n t h u s i a s t h a s d o n a t e d 5 0
Cymbidium plants to be sold, with the
p r o c e e d s t o g o t o t h e 1 9 9 0
C o n f e r e n c e . W h a t a w o n d e r f u l
gesture that is.

South Pacific Orchids are donating
100 flasks prepared f rom special
crosses made at an NZOS meeting
l a s t y e a r , t o w a r d s t h e 1 9 9 0
Conference, and other special sales
h a v e o c c u r r e d e l s e w h e r e .
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Varying Habitats
o f

N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d s

P a r t 2

J e a n M . J e n k s

Probably the most common and
abundant, yet very inconspicuous, are
the t i ny g reen M ic ro t i s un i f o l i a .
Va r y i n g h a b i t a t s i n c l u d e l a w n s ,
pasture lands, clay banks. West Coast
pakihi areas, under manuka scrub and
o n t h e " m i n e r a l b e l t " o f N e l s o n w h e r e
vegetation is sparse. Near Kaitaia
they grow in the bogs, now being
d r a i n e d . B u t i n t h e w e t m o s s y
patches of the Catlins in the far south
they a re und is tu rbed . On Dub l in
Terrace high above the Buller Gorge
some plants more than 70cm tal l
grow in a mixture of beech litter and
clay. On Rabbit Island in Tasman Bay
they're growing on sand dunes under
pine trees, while near Dunedin they
grow on the exposed 767m high Mt
Cargill in a thin layer of decomposed
v o l c a n i c r o c k .

More conspicuous is the genus
Thelymitra, commonly known as sun
orchids. Flowers range in colour from
white, pink, mauve to blue which can
be plain or with spots or stripes. With
few exceptions they can be found
almost anywhere from North Cape to
Bluff, at lower altitudes in open sunny
s i t u a t i o n s .

Thelymitra puicheiia thrives on clay
banks, pakihi areas, under pines, and
in wet mossy ditches on the West
Coast, under light manuka or scrubby
areas. Thelymitra venosa is a lover of
damp mossy areas, being more at
home in sphagnum swamps often
w i t h T h e l y m i t r a h a t c h i i a n d
Aporostyl is bifoUa. Isolated plants
have been seen in clay and pakihi
a r e a s . A t Wa i t u n a L a g o o n t h e i r
pretty, blue striped flowers emerge

from the grassy rushes. Thelymitra
hatchii habitats range from decayed
granite to clayey, stony areas where
large plants often are produced in
poor conditions. In the peat bogs near
Owaka smaller plants with daintier
flowers grow alongside Aporostylis
bifplia.

T h e l y m i t r a d e n t a t a ( w h i c h
botanists are now considering as a
cross between Thelymitra pulchella
and Thelymitra pauciflora), Thelymitra
c a r n e a , T h e l y m i t r a d e c o r a a n d
Thelymitra formosa usually are found
in poor clay soil conditions.

Pine plantations, sand dunes, the
grasslands of Travers Valley, stony
c lay areas , in loess over topp ing
v o l c a n i c s o i l o n B a n k s P e n i n s u l a ,
u n d e r t h e m a n u k a o n t h e R i m u t a k a
Hill, pakihi flats are all habitats of the
whi te The lymi t ra iong i fo i ia . Near
Broadwood, Northland, this species
was observed growing on clay banks,
exhibiting flowers with a pale pink
tinge. Plants don't appear plentiful on
the "mineral bel t" , but are elsewhere
relatively common.

Thelymitra paucifiora, not found in
the far south, grows on clay banks, on
scoria in the north, and on pakihi,
under pines and manuka. Plants often
form large clumps.

The beautiful spotted Thelymitra
ixioides is abundant in pakihi areas,
but has also been observed growing in
clay in the Tararua forest.

Several species don't appear, from
m y o b s e r v a t i o n t o b e v a r i a b l e i n
habitat and plants confine themselves
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Marilyn and Bryan Johnson
i n v i t e

C O M M E R C I A L E X P O R T F L O W E R G R O W E R S

To update your colour mix and varieties and extend your flowering
season with healthy young Cymbidium plants from thousands in stock

at our modern high-tech orchid nursery.

MAJ^LE GAJ^ENS
Park Estate Road, Papakura P h . 2 9 8 - 6 6 1 9

Ask fo r L i s t
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Pterostylis nutans
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B o t a n i c a l A r t i s t s o f N e w Z e a l a n d O r c h i d s

6 . W I L L I A M J A C K S O N H O O K E R
( 1 7 8 5 - 1 8 6 5 )

Ian M. St. George

For most of the nineteenth century,
W i l l i a m J a c k s o n H o o k e r a n d h i s s o n
J o s e p h D a l t o n H o o k e r w e r e
s y n o n y m o u s w i t h b o t a n y : t h e i r
contributions were outstanding.

Hooker senior was born in Norwich,
and inherited money. By chance he
discovered a rare moss in 1805, and
from then on his interest was botany.
In 1820 he was appointed Professor
of Botany at Glasgow, and in 1841
accepted the Directorship of Kew, a
position he held until his death.

He was author of more than twenty
major works, and his main interests
were ferns, mosses and fungi. He
published Floras of Britain, Scotland
and North America, and was a pioneer
o f economic bo tany. The books ,
journals and his herbarium made him
the centre of Brit ish botany.

I n 1 8 2 6 h e t o o k o v e r C u r t i s ' s
B o t a n i c a l M a g a z i n e , a n d t h e
association gave the journal a truly
scientific character—no longer merely
"a drawing book for ladies" as it had
b e e n d u b b e d e a r l i e r . H o o k e r w r o t e
the papers and executed all of the
illustrations for ten years. He was a
good ar t is t , and h is sc ient ific
knowledge no doubt gained from the
discipline of minute observation that
botanical drawing requires. During
t h i s t i m e h e i l l u s t r a t e d o t h e r w o r k s a s
w e l l .

H e p u b l i s h e d , p a r t l y i n t h e
C o m p a n i o n t o t h e B o t a n i c a l
magazine, and partly in the Annais
and Magazine of Natural History,
Allan Cunningham's Florae Novae-
Z e l a n d i a e P r a e c u r s o r .

Plate. Pterostylls nutans.
Handcoloured engraving by Will iam Jackson
H o o k e r , 1 8 3 1 . F r o m C u r t i s ' s B o t a n i c a l
Magazine. Reproduced courtesy of the Library,
Botany Division, DSIR, Lincoln.

I n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h i s N e w
Zealand Flora, J. D. Hooker pays
t r i b u t e t o t h e c o l l e c t o r s i n N e w
Zealand who sent specimens to Kew,
among them "Dr Munro, who has
added many beautiful alpine species
to the 'New Zealand Flora' , and sent
a n e x c e l l e n t h e r b a r i u m o f N e l s o n
plants to Sir W. J. Hooker". The
Hocken Library in Dunedin has the
l i s t s , a n d H o o k e r ' s l e t t e r s a n d
i d e n t i fi c a t i o n s t o M u n r o . M u n r o
i n c l u d e s , f o r e x a m p l e , " 7 1 : b l u e
orch ids f rom Moutere H i l l s . . . 94 :
pale green orchids . . . 152: blue
orch ids near the lake . . . 164 : wh i te
o r c h i d s c r i m s o n b a r s . . . 1 7 1 :
yellowish white orchids .. .". Hooker
i d e n t i fi e s t h e m ( a n d c a n 1 6 4 b e
r igh t? ) "94 o rch id . . . 71 ,152 ,164 ,
171 Thelymitra . . . 130/1 Spiranthes
. . . 1 9 1 / 3 M i c r o t i s . . . " .

W h a t i s c l e a r f r o m t h e l e t t e r s i s t h e
reason that the Hookers commanded
such devot ion f rom the i r co l lec tors :
W. J. Hooker took no end of trouble to
praise and encourage Munro (and
e v e n M o n r o ' s s h e p h e r d , w h o
evident ly d id a good deal of the
collecting). He even sent Munro the
chapters of his son's Flora as they
came off the press. He ends one letter
w i t h " I h o p e y o u r c o u n t r y i s
flourishing and will have a good and
useful government. My friend Sir G.
Grey does not seem to have pleased
a l l p a r t i e s , — b u t h e i s a m o s t
a c o m p l i s h e d a n d g e n t l e m a n l y
man—and his wife a perfect lady".

I n 1 8 3 1 C u r t i s ' s B o t a n i c a l
Magazine carried a paper and W. J.
H o o k e r ' s b e a u t i f u l p a i n t i n g o f
P t e r o s t y l i s n u t a n s , a s p e c i m e n
"Introduced to the Royal Gardens at
Kew f rom New Ho l land , i n the yea r
1826. The drawing was made from
an excellent flowering specimen, in
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J O H N E A S T O N A W A R D 1 9 8 6
The John Easton Award is made annually by the Hawke's Bay Orchid

Society Inc., to an individual in New Zealand whom they consider has
made an 'outstanding contribution to the culture and promotion of
o r c h i d s i n N e w Z e a l a n d ' .

The recipient for 1986 is
Mr Des Leahy

of the New Zealand Orchid Society Inc. The presentation was made by
Andrew Easton at the Hawke's Bay Society's Annual Show, at
Hastings, on Saturday 13th September, when the presence of
representatives from other Societies helped make the occasion a
special one.

Des has a long history of involvement in orchids—he is perhaps
better known in our northern area, but his out-of-Auckland activities
have been many and varied. Well versed in management, his friendly
advice and counsel is widely accepted by many Societies.

A brief summary of his activities is listed:
Joined the N.Z.O.S. in 1967—served as Show Secretary and
Execu t i ve member 1969-74 , V ice -Pres iden t 1973 , P res iden t
1975-77, Show Marshall 1978-86 and was awarded the
N.Z .O.S . "Go ld Meda l o f Ach ievement " 1986 . Has been a
Vice-President of CONZED and is a current committee member.
Represented New Zealand at a meeting of the World Orchid Site
Committee during the Miami Conference, and is Chairman of
the Publicity Committee for the 1990 Conference.
Shows and judging are his main interests—he is a senior
member in both Council and N.Z.O.S. judging panels and is an
associate with the CSA group. He has been a guest judge in
Bangkok, Miami and California and a leader at our two New
Z e a l a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l S h o w s .
Des is often on call to give talks or demonstrations, a source of
advice (and comfort) to all growers—from novice to the
c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r . _ . . .

Mrs E . A l len
Secretary

J o h n E a s t o n A w a r d C o m m i t t e e

S e p t e m b e r 1 8 2 8 , a n d o b l i g i n g l y
communicated by Mr Aiton". Aiton
was the gardener at Kew, and the
specimen was no doubt collected by
Allan Cunningham whom Banks had
sent out to collect plants, in Australia.
Pterostylis nutans has been recorded
in New Zealand only from Northland,
and not since 1942. I t is common in
A u s t r a l i a , a n d i s n o d o u b t a n
occasional migrant to New Zealand on
the westerly winds. 45 cargiii street

D u n e d i n

A D D R E S S C H A N G E

Capital City Orchid Society Inc.
Secretary:

M r B . E . W i l s o n
P . O . B o x 3 8 3 9
Wellington
Telephone, evenings 84-702
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where you can detect quality
We grow

CATTLEYAS, DENDROBIUMS,
ODONTOGLOSSUMS, PAPHIOPEDILUMS,

PHALAENOPSIS, VANDAS
and sell flowering size plants ex nursery only.

Why not call in when next in our locality - we are only five minutes drive
north of Otaki, and are open 9.00 a.m.-5.00 p.m. Thursday-Sunday
(inclusive) or phone for an appointment.

K E V I N A N D LY N S H E R L O C K
Atkins Road, Manakau. Phone MNK 698

R O L A N D &
M c C A R L I E

A n n a d a l e R o a d
1 R.D., KUMEU, AUCKLAND

W E S T O C K A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S E L E C T I O N O F
E X C L U S I V E C Y M B I D I U M M E R I C L O N E S A N D S E E D L I N G S

O F T O P Q U A L I T Y A W A R D A N D S H O W P O T E N T I A L .

Sole N.Z. Agents for:

M^EfANS
ODGHUDS

(AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD.
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T A U R A N G A B A R K L T D .
trading as Tauranga Granulated Bark

B R U C E A N D S A N D R A K E N N Y

G r a d e d O r c h i d B a r k
granulated In six different sizes

also Ideal for garden uses
N o . 3 s u i t s y o u n g p l a n t s
N o . 4 u s u a l o r c h i d m i x
N o . 5 1 " c o a r s e
No. 6 extra coarse

Available In bulk bagged or by the trailer load
Delivery available throughout the North Island

Open Saturday
Maleme Street, Tauranga P.O.Box 3213 Phone 85-741

G r e e r t o n A f t e r H o u r s 6 2 - 6 6 4
Tauranga

Specializing
i n

P H A L A E N O P S I S
including new Imports from

U . S . A .

NEW ZEALAND EXPORT
GROWERS ORCHID ASSN. INC

NZE.G.O. I

QUALITY PLANTS
P L U S

F R I E N D LY S E R V I C E

Call in - you'll be glad you did

Longview Orchids
Eric and Vorrei Jones

Main Waihi Road,
Bethlehem,
Tauranga

Phone: (075) 64668

Al l Intending and export ing
o r c h i d g r o w e r s , o r c h i d p l a n t
retai lers, orchid t issue cul ture
l a b o r a t o r i e s , o r c h i d e x p o r t
c o m p a n i e s a n d I n t e r e s t e d
persons, are Invited to write for
further Information regarding

t h e a b o v e A s s o c i a t i o n t o :

The Secretary,
N Z E . G . O .

P.O. Box 2107, Tauranga
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of ̂ )aiĵurat£r
We have again Increased our range with our ne«*' lists including plants
and flasks of almost all types of orchids.

N e w F r o m
W o n d a b a h O r c h i d s
P e n i n s u l a r O r c h i d s
D a v i d S t e a d O r c h i d s
R a t c l i f f e O r c h i d s
G u e s t O r c h i d s
S a n d o n E x o t i c O r c h i d s
M a n s e l l a n d H a t c h e r L t d

o u r o w n Tu c k e r s o f B a y s w a t e r

A u s t r a l i a
U . S . A .

England
England

A u s t r a l i a
A u s t r a l i a
England

N e w Z e a l a n d

These will be of interest to anyone wanting something different and
u n u s u a l .

No one nursery can supply all types of orchids. So if you can't resist

Buy the Best from us
S e n d f o r l i s t t o

M r R o s s T u c k e r
51 King Edward Avenue, Bayswater, Auckland 9

P h o n e 4 5 6 - 6 9 2
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^ENFROL
★ P. V . C . H Y D R A U L I C R A M S
Use your water supply to power rams to open/close vents or louvres.
D i a m e t e r s 2 5 m m , 4 0 m m , 5 0 m m , 8 0 m m
Any stroke length. Single acting. Double acting. Spring return.
Note: Supply details of water pressure and load on manual arm/rope or
pulley
Aspirated Screens, Plastic Box (Thermostat fitting optional), Max./Min.
Thermometer, Wet Bulb Thermometer, Easy fil l water reservoir.
Humidity Chart.

i c R A M W I N D E R S
N . Z . P A T . A P P L N . 2 1 7 2 7 4
Rolls up sides of Plastic houses. Price $650 + GST. Price includes 24
V.a.c. double acting solenoid valve block.

★ T H E R M O S T A T S
F o r

H E A T I N G - 2 0 A
HEATING/COOLING (Open/close vents)

★ H U M I D I S T A T S
To control humidity
★ H U M I D I F I E R S

★ A U T O M A T I C V E N T O P E N E R
Kitset contains thermostat, water solenoid valve, 2 x rams plus
b r a c k e t s . H o s e a n d c o n n e c t i o n s .

F o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s w r i t e t o :

P. L . M A D D E N
Hooper Road, R.D.4., Hamilton

P h o n e 2 9 1 - 7 4 3 A / H

2 1 4



TUDOR ORCHIDS
K e n a n d P a t r i c i a E l m s

Greatford Road (State Highway One)
3 k m s N o r t h o f B U L L S
P h o n e ( 0 6 5 2 ) 4 8 - 9 6 6

S o l e N e w Z e a l a n d D i s t r i b u t o r s f o r

Fordyce Orchids of America
For the finest in Miniature cattleyas

We S t o c k . . .

Cymbidiums - Standard and miniature
Phalaenopsis

Cattleyas
Odontoglossum alliance

PRIME ORCHID MIX
M I C R O F E E D F E R T I L I Z E R

H O U R S . . .
P o s t a l a d d r e s s : T u e s d a y - S u n d a y 9 - 5
P . O . B o x 1 0 3 , B U L L S M o n d a y s b y a p p o i n t m e n t o n l y

I TWIN OAKS I
B O O K S

1 4343 Causeway Drive, Lowell, 1
1 M i c h i g a n U . S . A . 1
I Phone : (616) 897-7479 f
I MASTERCARD AND VISA |
i H

I ORCHID BOOKS I
1 1

I Send for FREE descriptive |
I iist of just about 300 |
1 currentiy avaiiabie Orchid |
I Books . . . Sent Surface |
I Mail anywhere in the |
I world, postpaid III |
s s

% t i i i i i i i t t i i i i i i i i i i i m i i i i t n i n i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t i c i i i i i t i i i i t i c i n u i i i l i i i i i u i i i i t t i i i i i i i i t t i i i i t u i i i i i R

^aUy
^Couse

T A U P O

SPECIALISING IN
PHALAENOPSIS

Varieties and prices available
on request

Visitors weicome by prior arrangement

T R E V O R N I C H O L L S
33 H inekura Avenue, Taupo

P h o n e ( 0 7 4 ) 8 4 - 8 1 3
(Answerphone)
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N . Z . H Y D R O P O N I C S LT D

LEAF ANALYSIS & NUTRIENT SUPPLY SERVICE
Full analytical service; leaf, water, nutrient, potting media

FULL RANGE OF FERTIGATION CHEMICALS
Bulk supply or small lots (1 tonne to 250 grammes.)

I N C L U D I N G :
A m m o n i u m M o l y b d a t e M a n g a n e s e S u l p h a t e
B o r a x M o n o P o t a s s i u m P h o s p h a t e
C a l c i u m N i t r a t e N i t r i c A c i d
C o p p e r C h e l a t e P h o s p h o r i c A c i d
I r o n C h e l a t e P o t a s s i u m N i t r a t e
M a g n e s i u m C h e l a t e Z i n c C h e l a t e
M a g n e s i u m S u l p h a t e Z i n c S u l p h a t e

SPECIAL MIXES: Makes up to 4000 litres of feed.

A 9 Cymb ld ium Nurse ry M ix
A 10 Cymbldium Flower ing Mix
A 11 Phalaenops is Mix

$ 2 2 . 4 0
$ 2 2 . 4 0
$ 2 4 . 5 0

M I X E S F O R M U L A T E D T O Y O U R O W N S P E C I A L R E Q U I R E M E N T S .

HYDROPONIC /FERTIGATION
SPREAD RIGHT, THROUGH OUR NATION

CHECK YOUR NEED, FROM OUR LIST
A N Y T H I N G W E H A V E M I S S E D ?

CONTROL AND TEST EQUIPMENT
INCLUDING: pH meters; conductivi ty (CF) meters. Temperature

control; auto misting controllers; and many many more.
CAPILLARY MATTING; bench and bed material. Imported In 6 feet
wide rolls, $10.20 per meter.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON PRICES ETC:

New Zealand Hydroponics
L t d .

P.O. Box 949, Tauranga
Telephone (075)80849



PORTRAITS OF IMEW ZEALAND ORCHID SPECIES

Thelymitras are terrestrial,
w i t h a s o l i t a r y, o f t e n
fleshy leaf, and a raceme
o f flowe rs wh i ch open
w ide l y i n t he sun - t hey
a r e s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d s u n
orchids. Several species
a r e f o u n d i n b o t h
A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w
Z e a l a n d .

kJhelymitra decora

The sepals and petals are all similar and the lip is not usually different from the
petals. The shape and colour of the top of their columns distinguish the
spec ies .

T Thelymitra ixioides

B o t h o f t h e s e fl o w e r s
were pho tog raphed on
R a i n b o w M o u n t a i n ,
S o u t h o f R o t o r u a , i n
November 1984 by Bob
Goodger. These species
both grow on roads ide
banks and under scrub,
w i t h T. d e c o r a i n t h e m o r e
open s i tuat ions.


